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THE   SECRETARY  OF  TEE  lATY, 


Resolutions  of  the  House  and  Senate  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  armored 
vessels  employed  in  the  service  of  the   United  Stales. 


April  31,  18(i4. — Sesolved,  That  there  bo  printed,  for  the  nee  of  the  Navy  Department, 
two  thonsaiid  copiee  of  the  report  and  docainents  of  the  Secrslary  of  tlie  Kavj,  relating  h) 
iron-elad  vessels,  i&e.,  and  three  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  House. 


Navy  Department,  April  11,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  three  several  reaolu- 
tiona  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  fiepresentativea,  respectively,  iu  relation  to 
armored  vessels  and  to  such  iiiformatiou  as  may  be  in  possession  of  this  de- 
partment concerning  their  efficiency,  capability,  and  the  service  which  may 
have  been  rendered  by  them,  and  especially  as  to  operations  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston.     The  resolutions  are  as  follows  : 

In  thk  Senate  of  the  Unitgd  States, 

December  17,  1863. 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  du'ccted  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  all  official  reports  and  despatches  and  papers  in  the  Navy  Department 
relating  to  actions  in  which  any  of  the  armored  vessels  have  been  engaged, 
and  especially  the  report  of  Captain  Worden  of  the  combat  of  the  Monitor 
with  the  Merrimack,  and  the  report  of  Captain  John  Rodgers  of  the  attack 
on  Fort  Darling,  together  with  the  despatches  of  Eear-Admiral  Gfoldsborough 
transmitting  them;  the  reports  of  Captain  Worden  and  Captain  Drayton  of 
the  two  attacks  on  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Ogeechee,  with  the  despatches  of 
Rear- Admiral  DuPont  transmitting  them  to  the  department ;  the  report  of 
Sear-Admiral  DuPont  of  the  attack  of  April  7,  1863,  on  the  defences  of 
Charleston  harbor,  together  with  the  reports  of  Captain  Drayton  of  the  Passaic, 
Coromander  Rhind  of  the  Keokuk,  Commander  Downes  of  the  Naliant,  Captain 
John  Rodgers  of  the  Weehawken,  Captain  Worden  of  the  Montaok,  Commander 
Fairfax  of  the  Nantncket,  Commander  George  W.  Rodgers  of  the  Catskill,  of 
Commodore  Turner  of  the  New  Ironsides,  and  of  Commander  Ammen  of  the  Pa- 
tapsco,  touching  their  several  vessels  during  that, attack ;  and  also  the  reports  of 
any  investigations,  after  the  action,  into  the  condition  of  any  of  the  armored  ves- 
'\  or  respecting  the  repairs  found  necessary  on  any  of  those  vessels 
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after  the  action,  made  hy  those  officers,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  official  statement 
respecting  those  vessels  in  connexion  with  the  said  action,  or  respecting  esperi- 
menta  to  teat  the  value  of  rafts  for  the  removal  of  obstmctiona  made  by  those 
officers,  or  any  of  them,  or  by  Engineers  Levering,  Robie,  ,or  Stimers ;  and  alBO 
the  report  of  Captain  John  Rodgers  of  the  action  between  the  Woehawken  and 
Atlanta,  together  with  the  despatch  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  transmitting  it ; 
and  all  other  official  correspondence  with  any  of  those  officers  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment respecting  or  relating  to  those  actions ;  and  also  the  official  report  of  the 
sinking  of  the  Weehawken  inside  the  bar  off  Charleston,  and  the  official  re- 
port of  the  springing  a  leak  of  the  Sangamon  at  the  "Washington  navy  yard  on 
the  eve  of  departure  on  a  cruise. 

Attest:  J.  "W.  EORNEY,  Secretary. 


thtety-etghth  oongliess,  first  session. 

Co;yobkss  of  the  United  States, 

l.\  THE  House  of  Eepkesf.ntatives, 

January  13,  1864, 
Mr.  Spalding,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  A&irs,  submitted  the  following, 
which  was  adopted : 

Whereas  it  seems  probable  that  warfare  on  tie  ocean  will  in  great  measare 
depend  in  the  future  on  armored  vessels,  whose  form,  structure,  and  armament 
must  be  determined  hy  experience  in  action;  and  the  attacks  on  Porte  Darling 
and  McAllister,  the  combats  between  the  Monitor  and  Merrimack  and  the 
Weehawken  and  Atlanta,  and  the  first  great  naval  battle  delivered  by  aj-mored 
vessels  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  have  at  once  illustrated  the  American  name, 
and  fumiahed  the  only  information  from  experience  in  battle  respecting  the 

Sowers  of  resistance  and  aggression  of  armored  vessels  which  existe  to  aid  the 
eliberalions  of  Congress  in  directing  further  constructions  of  snch  vessels ; 
but  the  Secretary  of  uie  Navy,  while  conveying  the  gratifying  intelligence  that 
during  thft,  "vigorous  assaults  on  Fort  Simiter  hut  comparatively  slight  injuiy 
was  sustained  by  these  vessels,"  though  ■"  no  ships  ever  before  snstained  such  a 
concentrated  fire,"  has  not  communicated  with  his  report  the  official  and  de- 
tailed despatches  and  reports  of  the  officers  in  command  of  the  armored  vessels 
executing  those  attacks,  from  which  alone  exact  and  reliable  information  of  the 
real  capacity  of  those  vessels  for  resistance,  aggression,  speed,  manceuvring,  and 
■  keeping  the  sea,  as  shown  by  experience,  can  be  obtained,  and  without  sudi  in- 
formation Congress  mast  grope  in  the  dark  iu  ordering  or  refusing  furthei  con- 
struction of  armored  vessels;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
house  all  official  reports,  despatches,  andpapei-sia  the  Navy  Department  relating 
to  those  actions ;  that  is  to  say,  the  report  of  Captain  Worden  of  the  combat 
between  the  Monitor  and  the  Memmack ;  the  report  of  Captain  John  Rodgers 
of  the  attack  on  Tort  Dai-ling,  or  the  action  neai-  Drury's  Bluff,  on  the  James 
.  river ;  the  reports  of  Captain  Woiden  and  Captain  Drayton  of  the  two  attacks 
on  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Ogecchee,  with  the  despatches  of  Rear-Admiral  Du- 
Pont transmitting  them  to  the  department;  the  reports  of  Rear-Admiral  Du- 
Pont of  the  attack  of  April  7,  1863,  on  tlie  defences  of  Charleston  harbor,  to- 
gether with  the  reports  of  Captain  Drayton  of  the  Passaic,  Commander  Bhind 
of  the  Keokuk,  Commander  Downes  of  the  Nahant,  Captain  John  Rodsers  of 
the  Weehawken,  Captain  Worden  of  the  Montauk,  Comuiandei  Fairfax  of 
the  Nantucket,  Commander  George  W.  Rodgei-a  of  the  Catskill,  Commodore 
Turner  of  the  New  Ironsides,  Commander  Ammen  of  the  Patapsco,  touching 
their  several  vessels  during  that  attack;  and  abo  the  reportsof  any  investigation. 
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arter  the  action,  into  tlio  condition  of  any  of  tlie  armored  vessele  engaged  in  it, 
or  respecting  the  repaira  found  to  he  necessary  on  any  of  these  vessels  after  the 
action,  made  by  those  officers,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  official  statement  respect- 
ing those  vessels  in  connexion  with  the  said  action,  or  respecting  esperiments 
to  teat  the  value  of  rafta  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  made  by  those  officers, 
or  any  of  them,  or  by  Engineers  Levering,  Eobie,  or  Stimera  j  and  also  the  re- 
port of  the  action  between  the  Weehawken  and  Atlanta,  by  Oaptain  John  Bod- 
gera,  together  with  the  despatehes  of  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  transmitting  it;  and 
all  other  official  con'caponttence  with  any  of  those  officers  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment respecting  or  relating  to  those  actions ;  also  the  report  of  the  sinking  of 
the  Weeliawken  within  the  bar  off  Charleston ;  Provided,  That  no  call  is  hereby 
intended  to  be  made  for  information  ah-eady  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  Congress. 

Attest:  EDWARD  McPHERSON,  Clerk. 


thiety-eighth  congress,  tirst  session. 

Congress  of  the  TJniteu  States, 

In  the  House  of  Rbpkesbntattves, 

Fehntary  S9,  1864. 
On  motion  of  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr., 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to  communicate  tO' 
this  house  the  following  information ; 

All  his  instructions  relative  to  the  attack  npon  Charleston,  and  all  hie  corre- 
spondence with  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  relative  to  that  attaclt,  previous  to  the  7th, 
of  Api-il,  1863,  and  subsequent  thereto,  and  all  other  information  possessed  by 
the  department,  or  its  bureaus,  growing  out  of  that  memorable^eontest ;  and  all- 
the  reports  of  officers  and  others  relative  to  iron-clad,  vessels,  aud  their  adapta- 
bility for  naval  warfare ;  any  order  of  the  Navy  Department  relative  to  with- 
drawing the  iron-clads  to  the  Mississippi  or  elsewhere;  also  the  telegraphic 
order  of  the  President,  dated  13th  April,  1863,  directing  Rear- Admiral  DuPont 
to  remain  inside  of  the  bar  at  Ohaileaton,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  erecting, 
batteries  on  Morris  island,  and  whether  this  oi-der  was  acknowledged  and 
obeyed;  also  the  telegraphic  order  of  the  President,  dated  April  14,  1863,. 
directing  Sear-Admiral  DuPont  and  General  Hunter  to  take  the  batteries  on 
Morris  and  Sullivan  islands,  and  whether  said  order  was  obeyed,  or  attempted 
to  be  obeyed ;  also  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  June  6, 
1863,  directing  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  to  co-operate  with  Genei-al  Gillmore,  and 
whether  said  order  was  obeyed,  and  whether  General  Gillmore  complained  of  a. 
want  of  co-operation  on  the  ptpt  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont ;  also  who  devised 
the  plan  of  attack  attempted  npon  Fort  Sumter  by  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  on 
April  7,  1863,  and  whether  such  plan  was  communicated  to  the  department  pre- 
vious to  its  being  made,  and  whether  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  asked  for  more 
troops  previous  to  April  7, 1863,  or  protested  to  the  department  against  making 
said  attack ;  and  whether  any  order,  previous  to  that  date,  was  given  to  him  to. 
attack  Fort  Sumter,  or  in  any  manner  act  against  his  judgment  in  the  opera- 
tions before  Charleston;  or  whether  any  suggestions  or  plane  of  that  officer,  or 
requisitions  for  more  ships,  were  refused  or  declined  by  the  Navy  Department 
previous  to  his  attack  upon  the  defences  of  Charleston  ;  and  whether  the  port 
of  Charleston  is  absolutely  closed  to  blockade  running  since  the  monitors  went 
inside  of  the  bar. 

Attest:  EDWARD  MoPHERSON,  Cierk, 

By  CLINTUN  LLOTD,  Chief  Clerk.. 
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As  tie  principal  objects  of  inquiry  in  these  several  resolutions,  though  vary- 
ing in  detail,  are  essentially  the  same,  the  reply  ia  made  to  embody  in  one 
document  the  official  correspoadenee  and  records  of  the  Department,  commencing 
with  the  first  recoiumendatioo  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1861,  and  the  legislation  by  Congress  at  the  then  special  session  conse- 

Suent  on  that  recommendation,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  boards  which 
ave  from  time  to  time  been  constituted  ;  also,  the  reports  of  naval  officers,  en- 
gineer, and  others,  with  Bueh  general  information  deemed  valuable  as  has  been 
communicated  to  the  Department  from  intelligent  and  reliable  sources  in  regard 
to  the  qualities  and  services  of  the  armored  vessels. 

In  response  to  certain  specific  inqniries  that  are  made  in  the  resolution  of  the 
20tL  of  February,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  order  of  the  President 
dated  April  13,  1863,  "  directing  Rear-Adrairal  DuPont  to  remain  inside  the 
bar  at  Charleston,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  ei-ecting  batteries  on  Morris 
island,"  was  briefly  acknowledged,  but  was  not  obeyed.  The  telegraphic  order 
of  the  President,  dated  the  14th  of  Apiil,  "directing  Bear- Admiral  DuPont 
and  General  Hunter  to  take  the  batteries  on  Morris  and  Sullivan  islands,"  was 
never,  so  far  as  this  department  is  advised,  obeyed  or  attempted  to  be  obeyed 
by  Eear-Admiral  DuPont.  The  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  directing 
Itear-Admiral  DuPont  to  co-operate  with  General  GUImoie  was  not  obeyed. 

Major  General  Hunter,  in  a  letter  to  the  President,  referring  to  the  "  attack 
by  the  iron-clads  upon  Charleston,  an  attack  in  which,  from  the  nature  of  the 
plans  of  Admiral  DuPont,  the  army  had  no  active  part,"  saya,  that  on  the 
morning  after  the  attack  the  army  was  ready  to  proceed  and  take  possession  of 
Morris  island,  and  "  Fort  Sumter  would  have  been  rendered  untenable  in  two 
days'  fire."  General  Hunter  adds:  "On  the  afternoon  after  the  iron-clad  attack 
■on  Fort  Snmter,  the  troops  on  Folly  island  were  not  only  ready  to  cross  Light- 
ihouse  inlet,  but  were  almost  in  the  act,  the  final  reconnoissancc  having  been 
jnade,  the  boats  ready,  and  the  men  under  arms  for  crossing,  when  they  were 
recalled,  as  1  hoped  merely  temporarily,  by  the  announcement  of  Admiral  Du- 
Pont that  he  had  resolved  to  retire,  and  that  consequently  wo  could  expect  no 
assistance  from  the  navy. 

"Immediately  the  admiral  was  waited  upon  by  an  officer  of  my  staff,  wtio 
represented  the  forwardness  of  our  preparations  lor  crossing,  the  evidently  un- 
prepared condition  of  the  enemy  to  receive  us,  while  any  delay,  now  that  our 
intentions  were  nnmasked,  wonld  give  tbe  enemy  time  to  erect  upon  the  southern 
-end  of  Morris  island,  commanding  Light-house  inlet,  those  works  and  batteries 
which  he  had  heretofore  neglected.  To  these  considerations,  earnestly  and 
elaborately  urged,  the  admiral's  answer  was  that  'he  would  not  fire  another 
shcrt;.'" 

In  answer  to  tbe  inquiry  "  whether  General  Gillmore  complained  of  a  want 
of  corfDperation  on  the  part  of  Sear-Admiral  DuPont,"  it  will  be  seen  by  the 
letter  aecompanying  this  communication  that  General  Gillmore,  on  the  30th  of 
June,  said,  "I  can  do  nothing  until  Admiral  DuPont's  successor  ariives  and 
gets  ready  to  work.  The  admiral  has  no  instructions,  and  does  not  feel  at 
liberty  (to  ,put  his  vessels  into  action  on  tbe  eve  of  relinquishing  his  command." 
Yet  the  d^ai-tment  had  written  Bear-Admhal  DuPont  on  the  6th  of  June, 
"General  Gillmore  has  been  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  department  of  the 
.Boutb,  and  you  wUl  please  afford  him  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  your  power 
iin  conducting  .his  operations."  The  receipt  of  this  orderwas  acknowledged  by 
.Rear-AdmirS  iDuPont  on  the  14th  of  June.  It  maybe  stated  also  that  hiff 
original  primary  instructions  in  May,  1862,  were  to  co-operate  with  the  army, 
tinless  the  movement  should  be  purely  naval,  when  the  army  would  render  him 
every  assistance. 

The  department  has  no  information  as  to  "who  devised  the  plan  of  attack 
on  Fort. Sumter  by  Bear-Admhal  DuPont  on  April  7,  1^63^'~  ^t^ih^^-never 
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doubted  ttat  it  originated  aud  belonged  exclnaively  to  tliat  officer.  The  plan 
was  not  "  communicated  to  this  department  previous  to  its  being  made,"  nor  did 
that  officer  ask  the  department  for  more  troopa,  though  he  on  one  or  two  occasions 
incidentally  mentioned  that  "more  troopa  are  necessary."  On.  no  occasion,  any- 
whon  nor  at  any  time,  did  Eear- Admiral  DuPont  "protest  to  tbe  department 
against  making  said  attack."  No  "order  previous  to  that  date  was  given  him 
to  attack  J'ort  Sumter,  or  in  any  manner  a«t  against  his  judgment  in  the  opera- 
liona  before  Charleston;"  on  the  contra^,  the  department  wrote  him  ospeeiaUy, 
on  the  Slat  of  January,  1863,  that  it  did  "not  desire  to  urge  an  attack  upon 
Charleston  with  inadequat*  means,  aud  if  after  careful  examination  you  deem 
the  nnmber  of  iron-clads  insufficient  to  render  the  capture  of  that  port  reasonably 
certain,  it  must  be  abandoned."  No  "BuggeatiouB  or  plans  of  that  officer  or 
requisitions  for  more  ships  were  refused  or  declined  by  the  Navy  Deuartraent 
previous  to  his  attack  upon  the  defences  of  Charleston,"  lu  his  despatch  of 
June  3,  1863,  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  saya  he  did  not  hesitate  to  "ask  the 
department  for  all  the  iron-clada  that  could  he  spared,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  department  spared  no  pains  to  increase  the  force  of  these  vessels," 
And  finally,  in  answer  to  the  inq^uiry  "whether  the_  port  of  Charleston  ia 
absolutely  closed  to  blockade  runners  since  the  monitors  went  inside  the  bar,"  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  department  has  received  no  information  that 
any  veasel  has  reached  the  city  of  Charleston  since  the  month  of  July. 

In  justice  to  the  department  it  should  be  stated,  that  the  averment  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  13th  of  January,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  "  has  not  com- 
municated with  his  report  the  official  and  detailed  despatches  aud  reports  of  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  armored  vessels  executing  those  attacks,"  is  a  grave 
mistake — made  inadvertently,  I  have  no  doubt,  and  without  an  examiuation  of 
the  annual  reports  and  accompanying  documents  of  this  department  for  the 
years  1862  and  1863,  for,  included  with  them,  were  the  "despatches  and 
reports"  referred  to,  which  had  been  transmitted  to  Congress  on  the  lat  of 
December,  186S,  and  on  the  1th  of  December,  1863,  respectively,  and  were 
severally  printed  with  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  those  years. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Secretary  oftlie  Navy. 

Hon.  ScHuvLER  Colfax, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  July  4,  1861. 
IRON-CLAD  STEAMERS  OE  FLOATING  BATTERIES. 

Miieb  attention,  has  been  given  within  the  last  few  years  to  the  subject  of 
floating  batteries,  or  iron-elad  steamers.  Other  gorernmentB,  and  paitieularly 
Fiance  and  England,  have  made  it  a  special  object  in  connexion  with  naval  im- 
provements ;  and  the  ingennity  and  inventive  faculties  of  onr  own  conatrymen 
have  also  been  stimnlated  by  recent  occnrrences  toward  the  construction  of  this 
class  of  vessels.  The  period  is,  perhaps,  not  one  best  adapted  to  heavy  expendi- 
tures by  way  of  experiment,  and  the  time  and  attention  of  some  of  those  who  are  . 
most  competent  to  investigate  and  fOrm  correct  conclusions  on  this  subject  are 
otherwise  employed,  i  would,  however,  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  proper 
and  competent  board  to  inquire  into  and  report  in  regard  to  a  measure  so  im- 
portant ;  aad  it  is  for  Oongress  to  decide  whether,  on  a  favorable  i-eport,  they 
will  order  one  or  more  iron-clad  steamers,  or  floatmg  batteries,  t«  be  constructed, 
with  a  view  to  perfect  pi-otection  from  the  effects  of  present  ordnance  at  short 
range,  and  make  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  nearly  twenty  years  since  a  gentleman  of  New  Jersey,  possessing  wealth 
and  talent,  projected  the  construction  of  a  floating  battery,  and  the  government 
aided  the  work  fay  a  liberal  appropriation.  The  death  of  this  gentleman  a  few 
years  since  iuten'Upted  the  prosecution  of  this  experiment,  and  application  has 
been  recently  made  by  his  surviving  brother,  the  authorities  of  New  Jersey,  and 
others,  for  additional  means  to  carry  it  forward  to  completion.  The  amount 
asked  is  of  such  magnitude  as  to  require  special  investigation  by  a  competent 
board,  who  shall  report  as  te  the  expediency  and  practicability  of  the  experiment 
bsifore  so  large  an  expeaditurc  should  be  authorized. 


AH  '6f  Confess  it^tharixing  tkt  i-imstruction  of  ifo»-plad  vessels. 
4Cr  to  provulo  *'i'(  the  constraetion  of  oas  or  mure  armowd  ships  anil  floating  bxtte- 


Be  it  eaacVet}  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Represmtatiws  of  the  Untied 
Stales  of  America  i%  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be, 
and  lie  is  hereby,  authorised  and  directed  to  appoint  a  board  of  three  sfciKiil 
naval  of&cers  to  investigate  the  plans  and  specifications  that  may  be  submitted 
for  the  construction  or  completing  of  iron  or  steel-clad  steamships  or  steam  bat- 
teries, and,  on  their  report,  should  it  be  favorable,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
will  cause  one  or  more  armored  or  iron  or  steel-clad  steamships  or  floating  steam 
batteries  to  he  built;  and  there  ia  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  m(^ieyin  tha 
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treasury  not  otherwise,  appropriated,  ihe  auru  oi  mio  million  fiva  luiiiJi'cd  thoa- 
sand  doUai-s. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  offiee  of 
engineer-in-chief  of  the  navy  the  appointmeat  thereto  shaU  be  made  from  the  list 
of  chief  engineers. 

Approved  August  3,  1861. 


Copy  of  advertisement  calling  for  plans  and  specificatAoKS 
[RON-CLAD  STEAM  VBHSKLS. 

The  Navy  Department  will  receive  offers  from  parties  who  are  ahle  to  execute 
work  of  this  kind,  and  who  are  engaged  in  it,  of  which  they  will  furnish  eyidecce 
with  their  offer,  for  the  constrnetion  of  one  or  more  iron-clad  steam  vesBels  of 
war,  either  of  iron  or  of  wood  and  iron  combined,  for  eea  or  river  service,  to  be 
of  not  less  than  ten  nor  over  sixteen  feet  draught  of  water ;  to  carry  an  arma- 
ment of  from  eighty  to  oae  hundred  and  twenty  tons  weight,  with  provisions 
and  stores  for  from  one  hundred  and  sisty-flve  to  three  hundred  persona,  accord- 
ing to  armament,  for  sixty  days,  with  coal  for  eight  days.  The  smaller  draught 
of  water,  compatible  with  other  requisites,  will  be  prefei'red.  The  vessel  to  be 
rigged  with  two  masts,  with  wire-rope  standing  rigging,  to  navigate  at  sea. 

A  general  description  and  drawings  of  the  vessel,  armor,  and  machinery,  such 
.su)  the  work  can  be  executed  fi-om,  will  be  required. 

The  offer  must  state  the  cost  and  the  time  for  completing  the  whole,  exelnsive 
of  armament  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  the  rate  of  speed  proposed,  and  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  g'uaraiitee  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  eontraet,  if  awarded. 

Persons  who  intend  to  offer  are  reqnested  to  inform  the  depai-tment  of  their 
intention  before  the  16th  August,  instant,  and  to  have  their  propcsitious  pre- 
sented within  twenty-five  days  from  this  date. 

August  7,  1861. 


Order  convening  a  hoard  to  examine  plans  for  the  construction  of  iron-clad 
vessels. 

Navv  Department,  August  8,  1861. 

^IR:  'I'he  provisions  of  tlie  :ii;t  of  CoDgi-ess  approved  August  3,  1861,  directs 
"that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed 
to  appoint  a  board  of  three  skilful  naval  oiEcera  to  investigate  the  plans  and 
spedficationa  that  may  be  submitted  for  the  construction  or  completing  of  iron 
or  steel-clad  steamships,  or  steam  batteries,  and  on  their  report,  should  it  be 
favorable,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  cause  ona  or  more  armored,  or  iron 
of  steel-clad  steamships,  or  floating  steam  batteries,  to  be  built;  and  there  is 
hereby  appi-opriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;"  and  the  depart- 
ment hereby  appoints  you  the  senior  officer  of  the  board  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going enactaent,  with  Commodore  Hiram  Paulding  and  Commander  Charles  H. 
Davis  as  your  associates. 

The  board  will  convene  at  the  Navy  Department  as  early  as  practicable,  and 
will  make  a  written  report  of  the  result  of  its  investigations  of  the  subject 
embraced  in  the  law  before  cLuoted. 

I  am,  respeetfuUy,  year  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Commodore  Joseph  Smith, 

United  States  J^avi/,  WasMngtjm.  X).  C.  i,  CiOl.)'jlc 
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Report  of /ward  to  examine  jilaiu  of  iron-clad  vessels,  under  act  of  August  S,  18C1. 

Navy  Depabtmbnt, 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Sfpleinber  16,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  luidersigned,  constituting  a  boai'd  appointed  by  yom  oi-der  of  the 
8th  ultimo,  proceeded  to  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  in  accordaocs  with  the  first 
aection  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  3d  of  Augast,  1861,  directiog  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  "  to  appoint  a  board  of  three  skilful  naval  officers  to  m- 
Testigate  the  plans  and  specifications  that  may  be  submitted  for  the  construction 
or  completing  of  iron-clad  steamships  or  steam  batteries,  and  on  their  report, 
should  it  be  favorable,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  cause  oae  or  more  armored 
or  iron  or  steel-clad  steamship  or  floating  steam  batteries  to  be  built;  and  there 
is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Distrustful  of  our  ability  to  discharge  this  duty,  which  the  law  requires  should 
be  performed  by  three  skilfvil  navni  otBcers,  we  approach  the  subject  with  diffi- 
dence, having  no  experience  and  but  scanty  knowledge  in  this  branch  of  naval 
architecture. 

The  plans  submitted  ai-e  so  vai-ious,  and  in  many  respects  so  entirely  dis- 
uimilar,  that  without  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  this  mode  of  construction 
and  the  resisting  properties  of  iron  than  we  possess,  it  is  very  likely  tliat  some 
of  our  coBcIusions  may  prove  erroneous. 

Application  was  made  to  the  department  for  a.  naval  constructor,  to  be  placed 
under  our  orders,  with  whom  vi-e  might  considt ;  but  it  appeal's  that  they  are  all 
so  employed  on  important  service  that  none  could  be  assigned  to  this  duty. 

The  coustiaiction  of  iron-clad  steamships  of  war  is  now  zealously  claiming  the 
attention  of  foreign  naval  powers.  ,  France  led  off;  Englaad  followed,  and  is 
now  somewhat  extensively  engaged  in  the  system;  and  other  powers  seem  to 
emulate  their  example,  though  on  a  smaller  soak. 

Opinions  differ  amougst  uaval  and  scientific  men  as  to  the  policy  of  adopting 
the  iron  armature  for  ships-of-wai-.  For  coast  and  harbor  defence  they  are  un-^ 
doubtedly  formidable  adjuncts  to  fortifications  on  land.  As  cruising  vessels, 
however,  we  are  sceptical  as  to  their  advantages  and  ultimate  adoption.  But 
whilst  other  nations  are  endeavoring  to  perfect  them,  we  must  not  remain  idle. 
The  enormous  load  of  iron,  as  so  much  additional  weight  lo  the  vessel;  the 
great  breadth  of  beam  necessary  to  give  her  stability;  the  short  supply  of  coal 
she  will  be  able  to  stow  in  bunkers;  the  greater  power  required  to  propel  her; 
and  the  largely  increased  cost  of  construction,  are  objections  to  this  class"  of 
vessels  as  cruisers  which  we  believe  it  is  difficult  successfully  to  overcome.  For 
river  and  harbor  service  we  consider  iron-clad  vessels  of  light  di'aught,  or  float- 
ing batteries  thus  shielded,  as  very  important;  and  we  feel  at  this  moment  the 
necessity  of  them  on  some  of  our  rivers  and  inlets  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
laws.  We,  however,  do  hot  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion,  notwithstanding  all 
v.'o  have  heard  or  seen  written  on  the  subject,  that  no  ship  or  floating  battery, 
however  heavily  she  may  be  plated,  can  cope  svieceasfuUy  with  a  properly  con- 
structed fortification  of  masonry.  The  oae  is  fixed  and  immovable,  and  though 
constructed  of  a  material  which  may  he  shattered  by  shot,  can  be  covered,  if 
need  be,  by  the  same  or  much  heavier  armor  than  a  floating  vessel  can  hear, 
whilst  the  other  is  subject  to  disturbances  \>j  winds  and  wiives,  and  to  the  pow- 
erful effects  of  tides  and  curreata. 

Armored  ships  or  batteries  maybe  employed  advantageously  to  pass  fortifica- 
tions on  land  for  ulterior  objects  of  attack,  to  run  a  blockade,  or  to  reduce  tem- 
poraiy  batteries  on  the  shores  of  rivers  and  the  approaches  to  our  harbors. 

Prom  what  we  know  of  the  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
ships  conatmcted  of  wood  over  those  of  iron,  we  are  clearly  of  opiaiou  thatJio 
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iron-cM  vessel  of  equal  displacement  eau  be  made  to  obtain  tbe  '^ame  speed  as 
one  not  thus  encumbered,  because  her  form  would  be  better  adapted  to  speed. 
Her  form  aud  dimensions,  the  unyielding  nature  of  the  shield,  detract  matdially 
in  a  heavy  sea  from  the  life,  buoyancy,  and  spring  which  a  ship  buUt  of  wood 
possesses, 

Woodeu  ships  may  be  said  to  be  but  coffins  for  their  cxevr^  when  bi-ought  in 
conflict  with  ii-on-clad  vessels;  but  the  speed  of  tlie  former,  we  take  for  granted, 
being  greater  than  that  of  the  latter,  they  can  readily  choose  their  position,  and 
keep  out  of  barm'e  way  entirely. 

Keeetit  improvements  in  the  form  and  preparation  of  projectiles,  and  their  in- 
creased capacity  for  destraetion,  have  elicited  a  large  amount  of  ingenuity  and 
skill  to  devise  means  for  resisting  them  in  their  eonstcuctioa  of  ships-of-war. 
Ab  yet  we  know  of  nothing  superior  to  the  large  and  heavy  spherical  shot  in  its 
destructive  effects  on  vessels,  whether  plated  or  not. 

Bified  guns  have  greater  range,  but  the  conical  shot  does  not  produce  the 
cnesMng  effect  of  spherical  shot. 

It  is  afiBumed  that  4j-inch  plates  are  the  heaviest  armor  a  sea-going  vessel 
can  safely  carry.  These  plates  should  be  of  tough  iron,  and  rolled  in  large, 
long  pieces.  This  thickness  of  armor,  it  is  believed,  iivill  i-esiat  all  projectiles 
now  in  general  nse  at  a  distance  of  600  yards,  especially  if  the  ship's  aides  are 
angular. 

Plates  hammered  in  large  masses  are  less  fibrous  and  tough  than  when  rolled. 
The  question  whether  wooden  backing,  or  auy  elastic  substance  behind  theii'Ou 
plating,  will  tend  to  relieve  at  all  the  frame  of  the  ships  from  tbe  crushing  effect 
of  a  heavy  projectile,  is  not  yet  decided.  Major  Baniard  says,  "to  put  an 
elastic  material  behind  the  iron  is  to  insnre  its  desti-uction."  With  all  deference 
to  such  creditable  atithority,  we  may  suggest  that  it  is  possible  a  backing  of 
some  elastic  substance  (soft  wood,  perhapS5,is  the  best)  might  relieve  the  frame 
of  the  ship  somewhat  from  the  teirible  shock  of  a  heavy  projectile,  though  the 
plate  should  not  be  fractured. 

With  respect  to  a  comparison  between  ships  of  iron  and  those  of  wood,  with- 
out plating,  high  authorities  in  England  differ  as  to  which  is  the  best.  The 
tops  of  ships  built  of  iron,  we  are  told,  wear  out  three  bottoics;  whilst  the 
bottoms  of  those  built  of  wood  will  outwear  three  tops.  In  deciding  upon  the 
relative  merits  of  iron  and  wooden-framed  vessels,  for  each  of  which  we  have 
offei-s,  the  board  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to  try  a  specimen  of  each, 
as  both  have  distinguished  advocates.  One  strong  objection  to  iron  vessels, 
which,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  not  yet  been  overcome,  is  tlie  oxidation  or  rast  in 
salt  water,  and  their  liability  of  becoming  foul  under  water  by  Hie  attachment 
of  sea  grass  and  ajiimalcules  to  their  bottoms.  The  best  preventive  we  know 
of  is  a  coating  of  pure  zinc  paint,  which,  so  long  as  it  lasts,  is  believed  to  be  an 
antidote  to  this  cause  of  evil. 

After  these  brief  remarks  on  tbe  subject  generally,  we  proceed  to  notice  the 
plans  and  offers  refeiTed  to  us  for  the  construction  of  plated  vessels  and  floating 
batteries. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  tbe  most  ready  mode  of  obtaining  an  iron-clad 
sbip-of-war  would  be  to  contract  with  responsible  pai'ties  in  England  for  its  com- 
plete eonBtmction;  and  we  are  assured  that  pai'ties  there  are  ready  to  engage  in 
such  an  enterprise  on  terms  more  reasonable,  perhaps,  than  such  v^sels  could 
be  built  in  this  country,  having  much  greater  experience  and  facilities  than  we 
possess.  Indeed,  we  are  informed  there  are  no  mills  and  machinery  in  this 
country  capable  of  rolling  ii-oit  4J  inches  tliiek,  though  plates  might  be  bam- 
mejed  to  that  thickness  in  many  of  our  workshops.  As  hefoi-e  observed,  rolled 
iron  is  considered  much  the  best,  and  the  difficulty  of  rolling  it  inci-eaaes  rapidly 
with  the  increase  of  thickness.  It  has,  however,  oecuiTed  to  us  that  a  dif&cully 
might  arise  with  the  British  government,  in  case  we  should  undertake  to  con- 
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atriicl  ahips-of-wai'  in  tli  t  t  j   wl    h  might  complicate  their  delivery;  and, 

Y  people  or  nation  who  can  maintain  a 
t  Qg  t  themaeh'es. 
■equire,  first,  so  fai'  as  practicable,  vessels 
invulnerable  to  shot,  of  1  ght  d  nght  f  water,  to  penetrate  owr  shoal  harbors, 
rivers,  and  bayous.  ^  We  tl  f  -e  fa  the  consti'Uction  of  this  class  of  vessels 
before  going  into  a  mort  1  f  t  y  tem  of  large  icon-elad  sea-going  vessels  of 
war.  We  are  here  met  with  the  difficulty  of  encu^uberiiig  small  vessels  with 
armor,  which,  from  their  size,  they  are  iioahle  to  bear.  We,  nevertheless,  recom- 
mend that  coati-acts  be  madewili  responsible  parties  for  the  ctmstmction  of  one 
or  more  iron-clad  vessels  or  batteries  of  as  light  a  draught  of  water  a.s  practicable 
consistent  with  their  weight  of  armor.  Meanwhile,  availing  of  the  experience 
thus  obtained,  and  the  improvements  which  we  believe  are  yet  to  be  made  by 
other  naval  powers  in  building  iron-clad  ships,  we  would  advise  the  construction, 
ia  onr  own  dock-yards,  of  one  or  more  of  these  vessels  upon  a  large  and  more 
perfect  scale,  ■when  Congress  shall  see  fit  to  authorize  it.  The  amount  now  ap- 
propriated is  not  sufficient  to  bnild  both  classes  of  Vessels  to  any  great  extent. 

We  have  made  a  synopsis  of  the  propositions  and  specifications  submitted, 
which  we  annex,  and  now  proceed  to  state,  in  brief,  the  'result  of  our  dedsions 
upon  the  offers  presented  to  us. 

J.  Eriesson,  New  York, page  19, — This  plaaof  a  floating  batteiy  is  novel, 
but  seems  to  be  baaed  upon  a  plan  which  will  render  tlie  battery  shot  and  eliell . 
proof.  We  are  somewhat  apprehensive  that  her  properties  for  sea  sre  not  such 
a,s  a  sea-goin^ vMsel  should  possess.  But  she  maybe  moved  from  one  place  to 
,  ajjothev  oa  the  coast  ia  smooth  water.  We  reeominend  that  aa  experiment  be 
made  with  one  battery  of  this  description  on  the  terms  proposed,  with  a  guaran- 
tee and  forfeiture  iij  case  of  feilure  in  any  of  the  properties  aad  points  of  the 


Price,  1275,000  ;  length  of  vessel,  173  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  41  feet ;  depth 
of  hold,  HJ  feet;  time,  100  days;  draught  of  water,  10  feet;  displacement,  1,255 
tons ;  speed  per  hour,  nine  statute  miles. 

Jo7m  W.  NystTom,  Philadelphia,  1216  Chestnut  street,  page  1. — The  plan  of 
(quadruple)  guns  is  not  known,  and  cannot  be  considered.  The  dimeusions 
would  not  float  the  vessel  without  the  guards,  which  we  are  not  satisfied  would 
repel  shot.     We  do  not  recommend  the  plan. 

Price,  about  S;175,000  ;  length  of  vessel,  175  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  27  feet ; 
depth  of  hold,  13  feet;  time,  four  months ;  draught  of  water,  10  feet;  diaplafie- 
ment,  875  tons  ;  speed  per  hour,  12  knots. 

William  Ferine,  New  York,  2777  post  office  box,  presents  three  plans.  The 
specifications  and  drawings  are  not  full.  The  last  proposal  (No.  3,  page  2)  for 
the  heavy  plating  is  the  only  one  we  have  considered ;  but  there  is  neither 
drawing  nor  model,  and  the  capacity  of  the  vessel,  we  think,  will  not  bear  the 
armor  and  armament  proposed. 

Price,  $621,000;  length  of  vessel,  226  feei;  breadth  of  beam,  45J  feet;  depth 
of  hold,  lojfejjt;  time,  9  months;  draught  of  water,  13  feet;  displacement,  2,454 
tons ;  speed  per  hour,  10  knots. 

John  C.  Le  Ferre,  Bosion,page  9, — Description  deficient.  Not  recommended. 
Sent  a  model,  but  neither  price,  time,  nor  dimensions  stated. 

E.  S.  -Renwkk,  New  York,  335  Broadway,  presents  drawings,  specification, 
and  model  of  an  iron-clad  vessel  of  large  capacity  and  powerftl  engines,  with 
great  speed,  capable  of  carrying  a  heavy  battery,  and  stated  t«  be  shot-proof 
and  a  good  sea  boat  The  form  and  manner  of  construction  and  proportions  of 
tliia  vessel  are  novel,  and  will  attract  the  attention  of  scientific  and  practical 
men.  She  ia  of  very  light  draught  of  water,  and  on  the  question  whether  she 
will  prove  to  be  a  sife  and  comtoitable  sea^boat  we  do  not  express  a  decided 
opinion,     Veas-eh  of  somewhat  aimilai  form,  in  that  pa.i't  of  vessel  which  is  im- 
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mereed,  of  light  draught  of  water  on  our  -weetem  lakes,  have,  we  believe, 
proved  entirety  satisfactory  in  all  weathers.  To  counteract  tte  effect  of  the 
waves,  when  distarbed  by  the  winds,  by  prodncing  a  jerk,  or  sudden  rolling 
motion  of  fiat,  shoal  vessels,  it  is  proposed  to  carry  a  siifEcient  weight  above 
the  centre  of  gravity  to  counterpoise  the  heavy  weight  below,  which  is  done  in 
this  ship  by  the  imnieuse  iron  armor.  If,  after  a  full  discussion  and  exumina- 
tioB  by  experts  on  this  plan,  it  should  be  decided  that  shlj  is  a,  safe  vessel  for 
sea  service,  we  would  recommend  the  construction  npon  it  of  one  ship  at  one  of 
OTtr  dock- yards. 

The  estimate  cost  of  this  ship,  $1,500,000,  precludes  action  upon  the  plan 
nntii  further  appropriations  shall  be  made  by  Congress  for  each  objects. 
Time  not  stated ;  lengtii  of  vessel,  400  feet ;  breadtli  of  beam,  60  feet ;  depth 
■  of  hold,  33  feet;  draught  of  water,  16  feet;  displacement,  6,520  tons;  speed  per 
hour,  at  least  IS  miles. 

WMtnei/  ^  Rowland,  Brooklyn,  Greenpoint,  page  13,  propose  an  irou  gnn- 
boat,  armor  of  bars  of  iron  and  thin  plate  over  it.  No  price  stated.  ,  Dimen- 
sions of  vessel,  we  think,  will  not  bear  the  weight  and  possess  stability. 
Time,  5  months.     Not  recommended. 

Length  of  vessel,  140  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  28  feet ;  deptJi  of  hold,  13J 
feet ;  draught  ef  water,  8  foot. 

Donald  McKay,  Boston,  -page  16. — Vessel,  in  general  dimenwio  id  armor, 
approved.  The  speed  estimated  slow.  The  cost  precludes  the  et  ^  leretion  of 
construction  by  the  boai'd. 

Price,  $1,000,000;  length  of  vessel,  227  feet;  bieai3th  f  beam  60  feet; 
depth  of  hold,  26J  feet ;  time,  9  to  10  months ;  draught  of  vd-te  14  feet ;  diB- 
placement,  3,100  tons;  speed  per  hour,  6  to  7  knots. 

WUKam  B.  Wood,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,page  14.— D  mens  or  w  11  not  Hoal 
the  guns  bigli  enough.     Not  recommended. 

Price,  $265,000  ;  length  of  vessel,  160  feet ;  breadth  f  be^m  o4  fi,ct ;  depth 
of  hold,  32  feet;  time,  4  months;  draught  of  watei-,  13  feet  displacement,  1,216 
tons  j  speed,  not  stated. 

Merrick  Sf  Sons,  Philndelphia,  pages  7  and  8. — Vessel  of  wo  1  and  iron 
combined.  This  proposition  we  consider  the  most  piacticable  one  for  heavy 
armor.  We  recommend  that  a  contract  be  made  with  that  paity  under  a 
guarantee,  with  forfeiture  in  ease  of  ftolure  to  comply  with  the  specifications ; 
and  that  the  contract  require  the  plates  to  be  15  feet  long  and  36  in(.hes  wide, 
with  a  reservation  of  some  modifications,  which  may  occut  as  tl  e  work  pro- 
gresses, uot  to  affect  the  cost. 

Price,  $780,000 ;  length  of  vessel,  280  feet ;  k-eadth  of  be-wn  60  feet ;  depth 
of  hold,  23  feet;  time,  9  months;  draught  of  water,  13  f  et  di  place  nent,  3,296 
tons ;  speed  per  hour,  9J  knots. 

Benjamin  Rathbum, ,  page  20. — We  do  n  t      coi  m  ud  the  plaa 

for  adoption. 

Price  not  stated;  length  of  vessel  not  stated;  breadth  of  beam  80  feet; 
depth  of  hold,  74  feet ;  time  not  stated ;  draught  of  water  25  feet  displace- 
ment, 15,000  tons;  speed  not  stated.     Specification  mcomplete 

Henry  R.  Dunhaia,  New  York,  page,,!!. — Vessel  too  costlj  for  the  appi-o- 
priation ;  no  drawings  or  specifications ;  not  recommended. 

Price  $1,200,000 ;  length  of  vessel,  325  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  60  feet ;  depth 
of  hold  not  stated;  time,  15  to  IS  m.ontha;  draught  of  water,  16  feet;  dis- 
placement not  stated ;  speed  per  hour,  12  miles. 

C.  S.  Bushndl  S  Co.,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  page  121,  propose  s  vessel  to  be 
iron-dad,  on  the  rad  and  plate  principle,  and  to  obtain  high  speed.  The  objec- 
tion to  this  vessel  is  thefearthat  she  will  not  Soat  her  armor  and  load  sufficiently 
high,  and  have  stability  enough  for  a  sea  vessel.  With  a  guarantee  that  she 
shall  do  these,  wf  reeommeiLd  on  that  basis  a  coiitract. 
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Price,  $335,250 ;  length  of  vessel,  ISO  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  —  feet ;  depth 

of  hold,  lag  feet ;  time,  4  monthH  ;  draught  of  watei',  10  feet ;  displacement, 

tons ;  spe^  per  Lour,  12  knots. 

John  WestjBoofl,  tJincimiati,  Ohio,  page  il. — Vessel  of  .wood,  with  iron  armor; 
plan  good  enougli,  bnt  the  breadth  aot  enough  \a  bear  the  armor.  No  detailed 
Bpecifieation ;  no  price  or  time  stated;  only  a  general  drawing.  Not  recom- 
mended. 

Neajie  S(  Levy,  Philadelphia,  page  5, — No  plans  or  drawings ;  therefor 
oonaidered.     Neither  price  nor  time  stated. 

Length  of  vessel,  200  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  40  feet ;  depth  of  hold,  16  feet; 
draught  of  water,  13  feet;  diaplacemeut,  1,748  tons;  speed  per  hour,  10  knots, 

Wm.  Norris,  New  York,  26  Cedar  street,page  6, — Iron  boat  without  armi 
Too  small,  and  not  received. 

Price,  #32,000  ;  length  of  vesaei,  83  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  25  feet.;  depth 
hold,  14  feet;  time,  60  to  75  days;  draught  of  water,  3  feet;  displacement,  90 
tone  ;  speed  not  stated. 

Win.  Kingsley,  Washington,  D.  C,  page  10,  proposes  a  ruiber'olad  veaael, 
which  we  cannot  recommend.     No  price  or  dimension  stated. 

A.  Beche,  New  York,  83  Broadway,  page  18. — Specification  and  sketch  de- 
fective.    Plan  not  approved. 

Price,  ®50.000  ;  length  of  vessel,  120  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  53  feet ;  depth 
not  stated ;  time,  100  days ;  draught  of  water,  6  feet ;  displacement,  1,000  tons ; 
speed  per  honr,  8  knots. 

These  three  propositions  recommended,  via :  Biishnell  &  Co.,  New  Haven, 
Connecticut;  Merrick  &  Sons,  Philadelphia,  and  J.  Ericsson,  New  York,  will 
absorb  $1,290,250  of  the  appropriation  of  $1,500,000,  leaving  $209,750  yet 
unexpended. 

The  boaid  veconinienda  that  ai-mor  with  heavy  guns  be  placed  on  one  of  our 
river  eraJ^,  or,  if  none  will  beai'  it,  to  construct  a  scow,  which  will  answer  to 
plate  and  shield  the  guns,  for  the  river  service  on  the  Potomac,  fo  be  constructed 
or  prepared  by  the  govei'nment  at  the  navy  ya^d  here  for  immediate  use. 

We  would  further  recommend  that  the  department  ask  of  Congress,  at  its 
oust  session,  an  appropriation  for  experimenting  on  iron  plates  of  different 
kinds,  of  $10,000. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  SMITH. 
H.  PAULIUNG. 
0.  H.  DAVIS. 

Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Fro-ni  the  repmt  of  the  Secretary  of  ilic  Navy,  December  2,  1861, 


ARMORED  SHIPS. 


To  cany  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  August  3,  1861,  pro- 
viding for  the  construction  of  one  or  more  armored  ships  and  floating  batteries, 
I  appointed  Commodores  Joseph  Smith  and  Hiram  Paulding  and  Captain 
Charles  H.  Davis,  skilful  and  experienced  naval  officers,  to  investigate  the  plans 
and  specifications  that  might  be  submitted.  The  subject  of  iron,  armature  for 
ships  is  one  of  great  general  interest,  not  only  to  the  navy  and  country,  but  is 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  maritime  powers  of  the  world.  Under  the  appro- 
priation made  by  Congi-esa,  the  department,  on  the  favorable  report  of  the  board, 
has  cnutracted  for  the  eonstmctioa  of  three  irOD-cIad  ships  of  different  models. 
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_  6  eoBt  of  whicli  will  be  ivithin  tlie  limits  of  Uie  appi'opriation.  Tlie 
difficulty  of  combining  tlie  two  qualities  of  ligtt  dcanglit  and  iron  awnor,  both, 
of  which  are  wanted  for  service  oa  our  coast,  could  not  be  eutiruly  overcome ; 
but  the  board,  in  thia  sew  branch  of  naval  architectate,  has,  I  tbinlt,  displayed 
great  practical  wiadom,  and  I  refer  to  their  very  full  and  able  report,  which  ia 
appended,  for  a  more  explicit  and  detailed  exhibit  of  their  inquiries  and  con- 
clusions. 


From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  1,  1862. 

lEON-CLAD   VESSELS. 

The  attention  of  this  department  was  turned  to  the  subject  of  iron-clad 
vesaelB  immediately  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities  and  the  adoption  of 
meaaurea  for  the  enlai^ment  of  the  navy.  It  was  a  aabjeet  ftdl  of  difficulty 
and  doubt.  Experiments  upon  a  large  scale  of  expenae,  both  in  England  and 
France,  if  not  reavdting  in  abaolnte  failnre,  had  achieved  but  a  limit«d  and  quea- 
tionable  succesa.  Yet  it  was  evident  that  a  new  and  material  element  in 
maritime  warfare  was  developing  itself,  and  demanded  irnmediate  attention. 
In  thia  view  I  recommended  to  Congress,  at  its  extra  session,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1861,  the  whole  subject,  and  asked  authority  to  organize  a  commission 
for  investigation.  Thirty  days  after  this  action  on  my  part.  Congress  conferred 
the  anthority  requested,  and  appropriated  fifteen  hundred  tbousand  dollars  for 
the  constmction  of  one  or  more  iron-clad  vessels  upon  such  models  as  should 
receive  the  approval  of  the  department.  On  the  day  aftei"  the  law  had  been 
1  the  commiaaion  was  constituted,  and  the  deparhneat  adveilised  for 
a.  Of  the  various  plans  and  propositions  submitted,  three  veaaels  of 
difEerent  models  were  recommended  by  the  board,  which  received  the  approval 
of  the  department.  Contracts  were  forthwith  made  for-  conatructing  the 
Monitor,  the  Galena,  and  tlie  Ii-onsides,  All  of  theae  vessels  are  now  in  the 
service.  It  was  the  intention  and  constant  effott  of  the  depai-tmeat  and  tiie 
contractors  that  the  Monitor  should  be  completed  in  the  month  of  Jauxiary,  but 
there  was  delay  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  an  undeitaJdng  of 
such  novelty  and  magnitude,  and  thei-e  were  also  some  alight  defects  which 
were,  however,  promptly  remedied,  and  ahe  left  JN'ew  York  early  in  March, 
reaching  Hampton  Eoads  on  the  night  of  the  eighth, 

Her  arrival,  though  not  as  soon  as  anticipated,  was  moat  opportune  and  im- 
portant. For  some  time  tlie  depai-tment  had  heard  with  gi-eat  solicitude  of  the 
pi-ogress  which  the  insurgents  had  made  in  armoring  and  equipping  the  large 
war  steamer  Memmack,  which  had  fallen  into  their  hands  when  Norfolk  was 
abandoned.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  March  thia  foi-midable  vessel, 
hea\-ily  ai-mored  and  armed,  and  fully  prepared  to  operate  botli  as  a  ram  and  a 
war  steamer,  came  down  the  Elizabeth  river,  accompanied  by  several  smaller 
steamers,  two  of  them  partially  armored,  to  attack  the  vessels  of  the  blockading 
squadron  that  were  in  and  about  Hampton  Eoads.  When  the  Meii-imack  and 
her  attendants  made  their  appearance,  the  Congress  and  the  Onmberland,  two 
sailing  vessels,  were  anchored  off  Newport  News-,  and  tlie  remaining  v^sels 
were  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Fortress  Moni-oe,  some  sis  miles  distant.  The  Min- 
nesota, the  Roanoke,  and  St.  Lawrence  got  immediately  under  -  way  and 
proceeded  towarda  the  acene  of  action. 

The  Congress,  being  nearest  to  the  Merrimack,  waa  the  firat  to  receive  het 
fire,  which  waa  promptly  returned  by  a  full  broadaide,, the  shots  falliyig  apparently 
harmlessly  off  from  the  armored  side  of  tlie  assailant.  Passing  by  the  Con- 
gress, the  Merrimack  dashed  upon  the  Cumberland,  and  was  received  by  her 
with  a  heavy,  well-directed  and  vigoroaa  firej  which,  like  that  of  the  Oougres 
d  unforttmately  but  little  rffect.    A  contest  so  nueo 
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long  continuance,  and  it  ivaa  closed  when  tlie  Merrimack,  aTailiiig  liei*elf  of  her 
power  as  a  steam  ram,  ran  fnriously  ag;aiii8t  the  Camberlaad,  laying  open  her 
wooden  bull,  and  cwiaing  her  almost  immediately  to  sink.  As  her  guws  ap- 
proached, the  water's  edge,  her  yonng  commander,  Lieuteiiaulj  Morris,  and  the 
gallant  crew  stood  fli-m  at  their  posts,  delivered  a  parting  fire,  and  the  ;^ood 
ship  went  down  hei-oically,  with  her  colors  flying.  Having  thus  destroyed  the 
Cumberland,  the  Merrimack  turned,  agdn  upon  the  Congress,  which  had,  in  the 
mean  time,  heen  engaged  with  the  smaller  rebel  steamere,  and  after  a  heavy  loss, 
in  oi-der  to  guard  against  such  a  fate  as  that  which  had  befallen  the  Cumherland, 
had  been  run  aground.  The  Merrimack  now  selected  a  raking  position  astern 
of  the  Congress,  while  one  of  the  smaller  steamers  poni-ed  in  a  constant  fire  on 
hev  Btai-board  quarter.  Two  other  steamers  of  the  enemy  also  approached  from 
James  river,  firing  iipoa  the  imfortunate  frigate  with  precision-  and  severe  effect. 
The  gtfas  of  the  Congi-ess  were  almost  entirely  disabled,  and  Tier  gallant  com- 
manding ofBcer,  Lieutenant  Joseph  B.  Smith,  had  fallen  at  his  post.  Her  decks 
were  strewn  with  the  dead  and  dying;  tlie  ship  was  on  fire  in  sereral  places, 
and  not  a  gnn  could  be  branght  to  bear  upon  the  assailants.  la  this  state  of 
things,  and  with  no  effectual  relief  at  hand,  the  senior  surviving  officer.  Lieu- 
tenant Pendei^rasfc,  felt  it  his  duty  tp  save  farther  useleSB  destiiiction  of  life  by 
hauling  iovm  his  colors.  This  was  done  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.  The  Con- 
gress continued  to  burn  till  about  eight  iu  the  eveniug,  and  tlieu  blew  up, 

From  the  Congi«es  the  Merrimack  turned  her  attention  to  the  remaining 
vessels  of  the  squadron.  The  Roanoke  had  grounded  ou  her  way  to  the  acerie 
of  the  conflict;  and  although  she  succeeded  in  getting  off,  hei'  condition  was 
such — her  propeller  being  useleae — that  slie  took  no  part  in  the  action.  The 
St.  Lawrence  also  grounded  near  the  Minnesota,  and  had  a  short  engagement 
with  the  Merrimack,  but  suffered  no  serious  injuiy,  and,  on  getting  afloat,  was 
ordered  back  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

The  Minnesota,  which  had  also  got  aground  in  the  shallow  waters  of  the 
channel,  became  the  special  object  of  attack,  and  the  Merrimack,  with  the 
Yorktown  and  JamMtown,  bore  down  upon  her.  The  Merrimack  drew  too 
much  wat«r  to  approach  very  near;  her  fire  was  not  therefore  particularly 
effective.  The  other  steamers  selected  their  position,  fired  with,  much  aeciu'acy, 
and  caused  considerable  damage  to  the  Minnesota.  She  soon,  however,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  gun  to  bear  on  tlie  two  smaller  steamers,  and  drove  them 
away — oae,  apparently,  in  a  crippled  condition.  About  seven  p.  ia.  the  Merri- 
mack also  hauled  off,  and  the  three  stood  towards  Norfolk. 

All  efibrts  to  get  the  Minnesota  afloat,  during  the  night,  and  into  a  safe  posi- 
tion, were  totally  unavailing.  The  morning  was  looked  for  with  deep  anxiety, 
as  it  wonld,  in  all  probability,  bring  a  renewed  attack  from  Xhe  formidable 
assailant.  At  this  critical  and  anxious  moment  the  Monitor,  one  of  the  newly 
finished  armored  vessels,  came  into  Hampton  Boads,  fcom  New  Tork,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  John  L,  Worden,  aiid  a  little  after  midnight  anchored 
alongside  the  Minnesota.  At  six  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  Merrimack,  aa 
anticipated,  again  made  her  appearance  and  opefted  her  five  upon  the  Minnesota. 
Promptly  obeying  the  signal  to  attaclt,  the  Monitor  ran  down  past  the  Min- 
nesota and  laid'  herself  close  alongside  the  Merrimack,  between  tlm,t  formidable 
vessel  and  the  Minnesota.  The  fierce  conflict  between  these  two  iron-clads 
lasted  for  several  hours.  It  was,  in  appearance,  an  unequal  conflict;  for  the 
Merrimack  wm  a  large  and  noble  atmcture,  and  the  Monitor  waa,  in  comparison, 
almost  diminutive.  But  the  Monitor  waa  strong  iu  her  armor,  in  the  ingenious 
novelty  of  her  construction,  in  the  lai-ge  calibre  of  her  two  gnus,  and  the  vaioi- 
and  skill  with  which  she  was  haadled.  After  several  hours'  fighting  the  Merri- 
mack found  herself  ovei-matched,  and,  leaving- the  Monitor,  sought  to  renew  the 
attack  on  the  Minnesota;  but  the  Monitor  again  placed  hei-self  between  the  two  . 
vessels,  and  re-opened  her  fire  upon  her  advers'aiy.     At  noon  the  Mei-rimack, 
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seriousiy  damaged,  abaiidoued  the  contest,  and,  witli  1  l  mp  i  ii  1 1-  ietrcat«d 
towai'ds  Norfolk. 

Thus  teiminated  the  most  remarkable  navai  combat  ot  modsrii  tim  •^  perhaps 
of  any  age.  The  fiercest  and  most  formidable  naval  aasault  upon  the  power  of 
the  Union  which'  has  ever  beeu  made  by  the  ineargents  was  heioicallj  i-epelled, 
and  a  new  era  waB  opened  in  the  histoiy  of  maritime  waifare 

Before  the  occurrence  of  theae  events,  entertaining  a  conviction  that  at  least 
one  of  the  models  of  iron-clad  vessels — that  of  the  Monitor  an  ongmal  inven- 
tion of  John  Ericsson,  of  New  Xoit — would  prove  a  anceessfiil  experiment, 
and  that  it  was  particidai-ly  adapted  to  our  hai'bor  and  coast  defence  and  ser- 
vice on  the  shallow  watei-s  of  oar  geaboi-d,  I  estimated  m  my  inoual  report, 
last  December,  for  the  immediate  constraclion  of  twenty  iron-clad  steamers. 
The  House  of  Represpntatives  promptly  responcled  to  ^is  recommendation, 
and  passed  a  bill  "authorizing  and  empowering  the  Seci-etaiy  of  the  Navy  to 
cause  to  he  constrncted,  by  contract  or  othei-wise,  as  he  shall  deem  best  for  the 

Eublic  interest,  not  exceeding  twenty-one  iron-clad  steam  gunboats."  The 
enate  delayed  action  on  this  bill  until  February,  when,  foreseeing  that  the 
country  would  sufer  from  longer  inaction,  I  addressed  the  chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  and  the  result  was  the  imme- 
diate passage  of  the  bill  which  had  originated  in  the  House  in  December. 

At  the  earliest  practicable  moment  after  the  enactment  of  this  law  the  de- 
partment commenced  entering  into  contracts  for  the  construction  of  armored 
vessels,  most  of  them  on  the  plan  of  the  Monitor. 

The  Galena,  a  less  formidable  vessel,  was  for  some  time  under  fire  fi-om 
plmiging  shot  at  Drury's  Blnff,  on  James  river.  As  yet  the  Ironsides,  recently 
completed,  has  not  been  tested  in  action,  but  it  is  beheved  she  will  prove  a 
formidable  fighting  vessel.  That  we  might  be  prepared  for  extiaordmaiy  cmei- 
gencies,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  put  aimature  on  one  of  our  steam  frigates, 
and  the  Roanoke  was  selected  for  that  purpose. 

Whatever  success  may  attend  the  large  and  costly  armored  ships  of  the 
Wamor  class,  which  are  being  constructed  by  some  of  the  maritime  powers  of 
Europe  ci-uising  in  deep  waters,  they  can  scarcely  cause  a,laim  here,  ior  «e 
have  within  the  United  States  few  hai-bors  that  ai-e  accessible  to  tlipm,  and  tor 
those  few  the  government  can  always  be  prepared  whenever  a  foiei^n  war  if 
imminent.  It  has  been  deemed  advisable,  however,  that  we  should  have  a  few 
lai'ge-pized  armed  cruisers,  of  great  speed,  for  ocean  service,  as  well  as  of  the 
class  of  smaller  vesseis  for  coastwise  and  defensive  operation? 

In  the  construction  of  iron-clads  of  the  Monitor  class,  the  nautical  qualitjefc 
of  the  vessel  have  not  been  the  governing  object,  for  with  bght  draught  and  heavy 
ai-mament,  high  speed  is  not  attainable.  But  they  are  adapted  to  the  fhaJlow 
waters  of  our  coast  and  harboK,  few  of  which  are  accessible  to  vessels  of  gieat 
magnitude.  While  the  larger  aimored  vessels,  with  then  hejuy  armament, 
cannot  nearly  approach  our  shores,  those  of  the  Monitor  cIms  can  penetrate 
even  tlie  inner  waters,  rivers,  harbors,  and  bayous  of  our  extended  ilouble  coast 


From-  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  DicLinber  7,  1?Gj 
In  the  responsible  task  of  applying  to  naval  vessels  and  naval  armament  the 
principles  which  modern  invention  and  improvement  have  developed,  the  de- 
partment has  been  compelled  to  pursue  a  path  hitherto,  to  a  great  extent,  unex- 
plored. The  Monitor  class  of  aimored  ships,  with  revolving  turrets  and  few 
guns  of  heavy  calibre,  has  proved  iteelf  to  be  well  adapted  for  harbor  defence 
and  coast  service,  aud  in  some  emergencies  these  vessels,  "from  their  great 
powers  of  endurance,  have  shown  themselves  to  be  efficient  and  serviceable  in 
offensive  operations.  This  form  and  description  of  vessel,  which  originated  in 
tlie  inventive  genius  of  Captain  John  Ericsson,  will  perform  not  only  dJ  that 
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Hhould  be  expected  of  them  to  make  our  tai'bOra  secure,  but,  when  of  enlarged 
capacity,  may  supersede  ships  of  higher  pretension b.  To  maintain  our  rightful 
maritime  position,  and  for  predorainancB  upon  the  ocean,  vessels  of  greater  size 
than  aaj  turreted  vessel  yet  completed  may  he  essential,  j^ot  only  must  they 
carry  gnus  of  a  heavier  calibre  than  have  heretofore  been  used  at  aea,  but  in 
order  to  make  long  eruises,  and  to  cope  snccessfully  with  any  force,  these  ves- 
sels must  have  all  possible  strength,  endurance,  aud  speed.  Their  structure 
m.«st,  therefore,  afford  space  enough  for  full  sailing  power,  and  for  the  most 
powerfiil  steam  machinery,  and  the  large  supplies  of  fuel  needful  to  keep  it  at 
work.  Being,  unlike  the  other  great  maritiiue  nations,  without  distant  colonies, 
where  coal  depots  can  be  established  on  the  shove  of  almost  every  sea,  we  must 
conform  to  the  necessities  of  our  condition,  and  build  ships  with  capacity 
enough  to  take  on  boai'd  fuel  sufficient  for  a  long  cruise.  The  space  for  other 
supplies,  for  munitions  of  war,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  officers  and  crews, 
Hhould  also  be  ample,  and.  in  addition  to  this,  each  of  these  vessels  must,  in 
iirder  to  aceooaplish  its  work,  present  in  its  construction,  armor,  armament  and 
propulsion,  all  the  power  that  the  resources  of  modem  invention  and  mechanical 
Bcience  and  art  can  furnish  for  attack,  resistance,  and  pursuit.  A  vessel  of 
this  description  must,  of  course,  cost  a  large  price.  But  then  a  wise  statesman- 
ship wOl  not  fell  to  pei'ceive  that  the  possession  of  even  a  very  few  such  uneon- 
(juerahle  ships  must,  while  vastly  augmenting  the  force  and  renown  of  our 
navy,  afford  us,  at  the  same  time,  an  inestimable  guarantee  of  peace  with  for- 
eign nations ;  nor,  in  counting  the  cost  of  such  floating  structures,  can  we  for 
get  that,  large  as  that  cost  may  be,  it  yet  sinks  into  insignificance  in  contrast 
with  the  expenditures  and  saerifices  of  a  single  year,  or  even  a  month  of  for- 
eign war. 

The  strength  and  dm-ability  of  wooden  vessels  are  in  some  respects  inferior 
to  those  made  of  iron,  and  consequently  they  are  less  capable  of  sustaining  the 
heaviest  armament,  and  when  they  are  plated  with  iron  the  disparity  is  in- 
creased. Consequently  large  ships-of-war,  by  which  maritime  supremacy  is  to 
be  achieved  and  maintained,  will,  in  all  probability,  be  ultimately  consteucted 
cliiefly  of  iron.  The  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  iron  and 
wood  as  the  material  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  vessels  are  obvious  and 
practical.  Among  the  considerations  in  favor  of  iron-clad  vessels  with  bulla  of 
wood  are  the  rapidity  witli  which  they  can  be  built,  the  abundance  of  material 
on  our  whole  coast,  and  the  facility  with  which  workmen  can  be  procured. 
Such  vessels,  moreover,  can  be  coppered,  and  thereby  retain  their  speed  for  a 
longer  period.  They  will  be  less  affected  by  a  solid  shot  below  the  armature 
or  plating,  and  the  fracture  made  by  the  shot  can  be  more  easily  mended.  The 
disadvantages  of  wooden  vessels  are  want  of  strength,  as  compared  with  those 
of  iron  structure,  and  the  more  rapid  decay  of  the  material,  particularly  when 
covered  with  iron  plating ;  the  action  of  the  immersed  iron  armor  on  the  copper 
sheathing  near  it,  causing  the  copper  to  become  foul  and  the  immersed  armor 
plates  to  waste  ;  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  vessels  tight  under  the  armor 
plates,  and  the  probably  gi'eater  damage  to  which  they  are  exposed  ftom  shells. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  greater  strength  of  iron  permits  the  construction  of 
ships  of  greater  size  and  finer  lines ;  and  having  greater  internal  capacity,  they 
jiasi  be  at  any  time  inspected  in  all  their  parts,  are  safe  from  fire,  and  are 
better  protected  from  great  leaks,  iis  they  can  have  water-tight  compartments  ; 
their  repairs  can  generally  he  more  easily  made,  and,  from  their  great  durability, 
they  are  probably  in  the  end  not  more  costly.  An  iron  vessel,  moreover,  can 
be  taken  from  the  water  and  placed  on  land  for  preservation,  which  cannot  be 
done  witli  wooden  vessels.  The  disadvantages  of  iron  vessels  are  the  serious 
local  weakne!5s  of  the  thin  plates  composing  the  bottom  of  an  iron  ship  ;  the 
danger  that  would  result  from  getting  on  rocks  or  submerged  obstructions ; 
their  liability  to  rapidly  become  foul  in  salt  water,  whereby  their  speed  becomes 
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greatly  impaired,  thus  requiring  to  tie  frequently  docked  for  cleaning ;  the 
gi-eat  danger  from  a  shot  striking  below  the  lumor  plating  aa  they  roll ;  the 
injury  cauBed  by  the  splinters  of  iron  when  the  plates  are  broken  or  smashed 
by  shot;  the  corrosion  inaide  fi-om  bilge-water;  the  difficulty  in  making 
temporary  repairs  of  shot  holes  ;  and  tlie  limited  uamber  of  aitisans  yet  to  be 
procured  having  skill  in  this  description  of  employment  It  should  also  be 
tome  in  mind  that,  while  we  have  several  navy  yards  for  building  wooden 
vessels,  the  govemment  possesses  not  a  single  yard  and  establishment  for  con- 
structing those  of  iron,  nor  even  for  making  plates  and  shafting. 

While  the  principal  attention  of  the  depaitment  has,  in  this  crisis  of  oiir 
affairs,  been  uecessai-ily  g^ven  to  present  and  more  preasing  necessities,  it  has, 
n  th  1  a,  kept  in  view  the  important  end  of  establishing  our  naval  power 
nap  manent  hasia.  Proposals  were  issued,  for  an  iron-clad  ship  of  the 
1  g  t  la  s,  (nnder  the  authority  contained  in  the  appropriation  bills,)  but 
th  t  aa  shown  by  the  propositions  received  for  a  ship  of  the  necessary 

mag  tnd  ivas  so  great  that  it  waa  deemed  adviaable  to  enter  into  no  contract 
n     1    n    ao  large  an  expenditure,  except  by  the  express  sanction  of  Congress. 

In  d  ,  however,  that  justice  should,  in  some  degree,  be  done  to  the  naval 
branch  of  the  public  sei-vice,  and  that  it  might  be  able  to  sustain  its  rightiiil 
position  upon  the  ocean  in  the  event  of  a  foreign  war,  the  parties  competing 
for  the  large  steamei-s  were  iavited  to  make  propoaals  for  one  of  about  half 
the  proposed  tonnage.  One  offer  made  under  this  invitation,  at  the  most 
reasonable  rate  that  eonld  be  obtained,  and  which  it  was  deemed  the  interest  of 
the  government  not  to  exceed,  was,  with  some  modifications,  accepted. 

There  are  no  parties  in  this  country  fully  prepared  to  bnild  iron  vessels 
of  the  magnitude  and  description  proposed,  and  the'  present  high  prices  of 
material  and  labor  anavoidably  enhance  the  cost.  The  government  itself  is 
unprepared  to  execute  any  such  work,  having  no  suitable  yai-d  and  establish- 
ment, and  is  consequently  whoBy  in  the  hands  of  private  parties,  to  demand 
what  they  think  proper,  and  prescribe  their  own  terms.  On,  former  and  re- 
peated occasions,  and  elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  department  haa  fully  ex- 
pressed ita  opinion  of  this  policy  and  the  necessity  why  tlie  govemmeiit  should 
be  prepared  to  bnild  iron  vessels,  and  the  necessary  machinery,  of  the  largest 
class. 


Ericsson's  inception  qf  Monitor  vessels. 

Kew  York,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copiea  of  plans  and  a\ 
of  an  impregnable  battery  and  revolving  cupola  conatmcted  by  me  and  p: 
to  hia  Majesty  Smperor  Napoleon  III  in  the  year  1854. 

Several  members  of  the  English  government  and  prominent  members  of 
Parliament  have  recently  stated  in  Parlmment  that  the  revolving  cupola  ia  the 
invention  of  Captain  Oowper  Colea,  Royal  Navy.  These  gentlemen  base  on 
this  supposed  fact  a  claim  that  the  pi-inciple  upon  which  the  United  States 
gunboat  Monitor  is  constructed  emanates  &om  an  linglish  ofSeex 

Public  documents  show  that  in  the  year  1855  Oaptam  Coles  piopo«ed  to  the, 
admiralty  a  "  raft,"  with  a  stationary  shield  for  proteetmg  the  gun'  and  that 
shortly  after  Capt^  Odles  obtained  the  assistance  ot  peiaons  m  the  oiUce  of 
the  celebrated  engineer,  E.  K.  Brunei,  to  make  plana  of  said  ratt  Published 
statements  fiii'ther  show  that  Captain  Oolea  m  1859  pioposed  a  revolving 
cupola.  Blackwood's  Magazine  for  Decembei  I860  contaiiM  an  engiaving  of 
this  revolving  cupola,  with  tlie  mechanism  for  tmmng  it  by  hand 

I  need  not  point  out  the  groundlessness  of  tli    lUuu  set  up  b_y  the  English 
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't  that  Gaptaia  Ooles  is  the  inventor  of  the  reiolving  capola  which 
forms  so  impoitant  a  feature  of  the  straeture  of  the  "United  States  gnnhoat 
Monitor. 

I  I'espeetftilly  sug'gest  that  yoii  order  the  enclosed  documents  to  he  kept  on  . 
I'ccnrd  in  your  depaitment  as  a  reference  in  future. 
I  am,  ail-,  respectfully,  yonr  obedieiit  servant, 

J.  ERICSSON. 
Hon.  G-iOEoN  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navff,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  communication  forwarded  from  the  city  of 
New  York  to  Emperor  Napoleon  III  at  Paris  hy  J.  Ericsson,  on  the  26lJi  of 
SepteiTiher,  1854.  The  receipt  of  said  comnnmicatiou  was  at  once  acknowledged 
by  liis  Majesty  : 

"  Nev!  system  of  naval  attack. — The  vessel  to  be  composed  entirely  of  iron. 
The  midship  section  is  triangular,  with  a  broad,  hollow  beel,  loaded  to  balance 
the  heavy  upper  works.  The  ends  of  the  vessel  ai-e  modei-ately  sharp.  The 
deck,  made  of  plate  iron,  is  ciii-ved  both  longitudinally  and  transversely,  with  a 
spring  of  five  feet;  it  is  made  to  project  eight  feet  over  the  rudder  and  pro- 
peller. The  entire  deck  ia  covered  with  a  lining  of  sheet  iron  three  inchea  tluck,  . 
with  an  opening  in  the  centre  sixteen  feet  diameter.  This  opening  is  covered 
by  a  semi-globular  turret  of  plate  iron,,  six  inches  thick,  revolving  on  a  column 
and  pivot  by  means  of  steam  power  and  appropriate  gear  work.  The  v^sel  is 
propelled  by  a  powerfnl  steam-engine  and  screw-propeller.  Air  for  the  com- 
bustion in  the  boilers  and  for  ventilation  within  the  vessel  is  supplied  by  a  large 
self-actmg  centiifiigal  blower,  the  fresh  air  being  drawn  in  through  numerous 
small  holes  in  the  turret.  The  prodnets  of  the  combustion  and  impnre  air  from 
the  vessel  is  forced  thi'ODgh  conductors  leading  to  the  clnstei-  of  small  holes  in 
the  deck  and  turret.  Sun-ounding  objects  ai-e  viewed  through  small  holes  at 
appropriate  places.  Reflecting  telescopes,  capable  of  being  protruded  or  with- 
drawn at  pleasure,  also  aftord  a  distinct  view  of  sun-ounding  objects.  The 
rudder  stock  passes  through  a  water-tight  stuffing-box,  so  as  to  admit  of  the 
helm  being  worked  within  the  vessel.  Shot  striking  the  deck  are  deflected, 
whilst  shell  exploding  on  it  prove  harmless.  Shot  {of  cast  iron)  striking  die 
globular  turret  wiU  cramble  to  pieces  or  are  deflected. 

'■  This  new  system  of  naval  attack  will  place  an  entire  fleet  of  sailing  ships 
diiriiig  calms  and  light  winds  at  the  mercy  of  a  single  ei'aft.  '  Boarding,'  as  a 
means  of  defence,  will  be  impracticable,  since  the  turret  guns,  which  turn  like 
the  spokes  in  a  wheel,  commanding  every  point  of  the  compass  at  once,  may 
keep  off  and  destroy  any  number  of  boats  by  firing  slugs  and  combustibles. 

'■  A  fleet  at  anchor  might  be  fired  and  put  in  a  sinking  condition  before  en- 
abled to  get  under  way.  Of  what  avail  would  be  the  '  steam  guard-ships '  if 
attacked  on  the  new  system  1  Alas !  for  the  '  wooden  walls '  that  formerly 
■  ruled  the  waves.'  The  long-i'ange  Lancaster  gun  would  scarcely  hit  the  re- 
volving iron  tiu^-et  once  in  six  hours,  and  then,  six  chances  to  one,  its  shot  or 
shell  would  be  deflected  by  the  varying  angles  of  the  fa«e  of  the  impregnable 
globo.  When  ultimately  struck  at  right  angles,  the  globe,  which  weighs  up- 
wards of  fony  tons,  will  be  less  affected  by  the  shot  than  a  heavy  anvil  by  the 
blow  of  a  light  hammer.  Consequently  the  shot  would  crumble  to  pieces,  whilst 
the  s)iell  would  strew  tiie  arclied  deck  with  harmless  fragments. 

"  During  contest  the  revolYiug  turret  should  be  kept  in  motion,  the  port-holes 
beiiij;'  turned  away  from  the  opponent,  except  at  the  moment  of  dischai^,  which, 
liowever,  should  be  made  during  full  rotation,  as  the  lateral  aim  in  close  qnartera 
requires  but  little  precision."  _  ,,     hXjOOqIc 
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Letter  from,  Mr.  Ericsson  relative  to  contract  jnr  Monitor. 

New  York,  April  25,  1862- 
Sir  I  Ik  your  remarks  ou  the  adminiatration  of  tlie  Navy  Departmeiit  in  to- 
day's Herald  you  have  inadvertently  done  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  great 
injustice  relative  to  the  construction  of  the  Monitor.  A  more  prompt  and 
spirited  action  is  probably  not  on  record  in  a  similar  case  than  that  of  the  Navy 
Department  as  regards  the  Monitor.  The  committee  of  naval  commanders,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  to  decide  on  the  plans  of  gunboats  laid  before  the 
department,  occupied  me  less  than  two  hours  in  explaining  laj  new  system.  In. 
about  two  hours  more  the  committee  had  come  to  a  decision.  After  their  favor- 
able report  had  been  to  the  Secretary,  I  was  called  into  his  office,  where  I  was 
detained  leas  than  fire  minutes.  In  order  not  to  lose  any  time,  the  Secretary 
ordered  me  to  "  go  ahead  at  once."  Consequently,  while  the  clerks  of  the  da- 
partment  were  engaged  in  drawing  up  the  formal  contract,  the  iron  whicli  now 
forms  the  keel  plate  of  the  Monitor  was  drawn  through  the  rolling  mill. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EKI0880N. 
James  Gordon  Bennett,  Esq. 
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Arrival  of  the  Monitor  nt  Hampton  Roads. 

United  States  Steamer  Monitor, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  8,  1862. 
SiK  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  anchorage  at  9  o'clock 
this  eveniog,  and  am  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Minnesota,  aground  near  Newport  News. 

BespectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WOItDEK, 

Lieutenant  Vommartdiiig. 
Hon.  G-ideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Assistant  Secretary  Fox's  telegram  of  the.  action  at  Hampton  Roads. 

Fortress  Munrob,  March  9,  1862. 
The  Monitor  arrived  at  10  p  m  Ia=t  mght  and  went  immediately  to  the 
protection  of  the  Minnesota  lying  a^iound  just  below  Newport  News.  At  7 
a.  m.  to-day  the  Merrimack,  accompanied  by  two  wooden  steamers  and  several 
tugs,  stood  ont  towards  the  Mmnesota  <md  opened  fire.  The  Monitor  met  them 
at  once  and  opened  her  fire,  when  all  the  enemy's  vessels  retired  excepting  the 
Merrimack.  These  two  iron-clada  fought,  part  of  the  time  touching  each  other, 
from  8  a.  m.  to  uoon,  when  the  Merrimack  retired.  Whether  she  is  injured  or 
not  it  is  impossible  to  say.  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Worden,  who  commanded  the 
Monitor,  handled  her  with  great  pkill,  and  was  assisted  by  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers.  Lieutenant  Worden  was  injured  by  the  cement  from  the  pilot-house 
being  driven  iuto  his  eyes,  but  I  trust  not  seriously.     The  Minnesota  kept  up 
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s  fir?  .and  is  herselt  somewhat  injured.  Slie  was  moved  considovatily 
today,  and  will  probably  be  off  to-night.  1'lie  Monitor  is  uninjured,  and  ready 
at  any  moment  to  repel  Mnother  attack. 


jjRON  Wkllks, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


G.  V.  FOX, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


As.^isiri}U  Secretary  G.  V.  Fox's  telegram  to  Gi'neral  McGlellan  relative  to  the 
fight  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va„  March  9,  186S. 
Tour  telegram  to  Major  General  Wool  recdved.  The  performance  of  the 
Monitor  to-day  against  the  Merrimack  shows  a  slight  enperiority  in  favor  of  the 
Monitor,  as  the*MerriiDack  was  foiled  to  retreat  to  Norfolk  after  a  four  hour's  en- 
gagement, at  times  the  vessels  touching  each  other.  The  damage  to  the  Merri- 
mack cannot  be  ascertained.  She  retreated  under  steam  without  assistance. 
The  Monitor  is  all  ready  for  her  to-morrow,  bat  I  think  the  Merrimack  may  be 
obliged  to  lay  up  for  a  few  days.  She  ia  an  ugly  customer,  and  it  in  too  good 
luck  to  believe  we  are  yet  clear  of  her.  Our  hopes  are  upon  the  Monitor,  and 
this  day's  work  shows  that  the  Merrimack  must  attend  to  hei;  alone.  Have 
oi'dered  the  large  frigates  to  leave. 

G.  V.  FOX, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Major  General  McCr.ELLAN, 

WashingloTt,  I).  C. 


Major   General  Wool's  telegram  relative  to  condition  of  affairs  in  HamjHon 
Roads. 

Fort  Mokroe,  Va.,  March  8,  1863. 
The  Merrimack  came  down  from  Norfolk  to-day,  and  about  two  o'clock 
attacked  the  Cumberland  aad  Congress.  She  sunk  the  Oumberlaad,  and  the 
Coiigi-ess  surrendered.  The  Miuuesota  is  aground  and  attacked  by  the  James- 
town, Torktown,  and  Merrimack.  The  St.  Lawrence  just  arrived  and  is  going 
Co  assist.  The  Minnesota  is  aground.  Probably  both  irill  he  taken ;  that  is  the 
opinion  of  Captain  Maraton  and  his  officers.  The  Eoanoke  is  under  our  guns. 
It  is  thought  the  Merrimack,  Jamestown,  and  Torktown  will  pass  the  fort  to- 

;rOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major  General. 
H.on.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


The  President  directs  that  the  Momtor  shall  not  go  unattended  to  Norfolk. 
Navy  Depahtmeivt,  March  10,  1868. 

It  is  directed  by  the  President  that  the  Monitor  be  nut  too  much  ex- 
posed, and  tliat  in  no  event  shall  any  attempt  be  made  to  proceed  with  her  un- 
attended to  Norfolk.     If  vessels  caa  be  procured  and  loaded  with  stone  and 
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amik  ill  tliii  channel,  it  is  impovtant  that  it  should  be  done.  The  Saa  Jacinto 
ajid  Dakota  have  sailed  froiii  Boston  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  the  Sabine  in  tow 
of  Baltic  and  a  tug,  fi-oai  New  York.  Gunboats  will  he  ordered  forthwith. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  detain  the  Minnesota  until  othei-  vessels  arrive? 

GIDEON"  WELLES. 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant-  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Fortress  Monroe. 


Captain  John  Marsfon's  report  of  the  Merrmiack'^  attack  and  the  arrkiai  of 
the  Monitor. 

United  States  Steahbe  Roanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  9,  186S. 
SiE;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  at  one  o'clock  pne  of  the 
lookout  vessels  reported,  by  signals,  that  the  enemy  was  coming'oiit."  I  inone- 
diately  ordered  the  Minnesota  to  get  nnder  way,  and,  as  soon  as  the  two  tugs 
appointed  to  tow  this  ship  came  alongside,  I  slipped  our  cable.  The  Merrimack 
was  soon  discoverecl  parsing  out  by  Sewall's  Poiut,  standing  np  towards  Newport 
News,  accompanied  by  several  small  gnnboats.  Every  exertion  was  made  by 
us  to  get  nil  the  speed  ou  the  Roanoke  that  the  two  tugs  were  capable  of  giving 
her;  but,  ia  eonseqneuceof  our  bad  steerage,  we  did  not  get  ahead  ^rapidly  as 
we  desired  to.  'The  Merrimack  went  up,  and  immediately  attacked  the  Congress 
and  Cumberland,  but  paiticularly  tlie  latter  sliip,  which  was  hid  from  us  by  .the 
laud.  When  about  sevea  or  eight  miles  from  Portress  Mom-oe  the  Minnesota 
grounded.  We  continued  to  stand  ou,  aud  when  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Cum- 
berland we  saw  that  she  bad  careened  over,  apparently  ftil!  of  water.  The 
enemy,  who  had  been  joined  by  two  or  three  steamers  from  the  James  river, 
now  devoted  themselves  exclusively  to  the  Congress,  but  she  being  aground 
could  bring  but  five  giins  to  bear  on  them,  and  at  ten  minutes  before  four  o'clock 
we  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  her  haul  down  her  flag.  I  continued  to  stand 
on  until  we  found  ourselves  in  three  and  a  half  fathoms  of  water  and  were  oa 
the  ground  astern.  Finding  that  we  iiould  go  no  further,  I  ordered  one  of  the 
tugs  to  tow  us  round,  and  as  soon  as  the  Roanoke's  head  was  pointed  down  the 
bay  and  I  found  she  was  afloat  again,  I  directed  the  tugs  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Minnesota,  under-  the  hope  that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  two  others 
which  had  accompanied  her,  they  would  be  able  to  get  her  off,  but  up  to  the 
time  that  I  now  write  they  have  not  succeeded  in  doing  so.  At  five  o'clock  th& 
frigate  St.  Lawi-ence,  in  tow  of  the  Cambridge,  passed  us,  and  not  long  after  she. 
also  grounded,  lut  by  the  aid  of  the  Cambridge  she  was  got  afloat  again,  and 
being  unable  to  render  any  assistance  to  the  Minnesota,  came  down  the  harbor- 
In  passing  the  batteries  at  Sewall's  Point,  both  going  and  returning,  the  rebels, 
opened  fire  on  us,  which  was.  returned  from  our  pivot  guns,  but  the  range  was. 
too  great  for  tiem,  while  the  enemy's  shot  fell  far  beyond  us.  One  shot  went 
through  our  foresails,  cutting  away  two  of  our  shrouds,  and  several  shell  burst 
over  and  near  the  ship,  seatteiing  their  fragments  on  the  deck.  Between  seven, 
and  eight  o'clock  we  discovered  diat  the  rebels  had  set  fire  to  the  Congress,  andi 
she  continued  to  bum  till  one  o'clock,  when  she  blew  up.  This  waa  a  melan- 
choly satisfaction  to  me,  for  as  she  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it 
was  far  better  to  have  her  destroyed  than  she  should  be  employed  against  us  at. 
some  future  day.  It  was  the  impression  of  some  of  my  officers  that  the  rebels, 
hoisted  the  French  flag,  but  I  could  not  make  it  out.  At  eight  o'clock  I  heard, 
that  the  Monitor  had  arrived,  and  soon  after  Lieutenant  Commanding  Worden- 
came  on  boai'd,  and  I  immediately  ordered  bim  to  go  np  to  the  Minnesota,  hoping, 
she  would  be  able  to  keep  off  su  attack  on  the  Minnesota  till  lye,  had  goi  her. 

h.5to=b,GoOQrC 
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a3oat  again.  This  morning  tlie  Merrimack  ranewed  the  attack  on  the  Minnesota, 
but  she  found,  no  doubt  greatly  to  her  snrprise,  a  new  opponent  in  tlie  Monitor, 
The  contest  has  been  going  on  during  most  of  the  day  between  these  two  armored 
veesele,  and  most  beautifully  Las  the  little  Monitor  sustained  herself,  showing 
herself  capable  of  great  endurance.  I  have  not  received  any  official  accounts 
of  the  loss  of  the  CongreaB  and  Cumberland,  but  no  doubt  shall  do  so,  when  it 
will  be  transmitted  to  you. 

I  should  do  iajustice  to  this  military  department  did  I  not  inform  you  that 
every  assistance  was  freely  tendered  to  us,  sending  five  of  their  tugs  to  the 
relief  of  the  Minnesota,  and  offering  all  the  aid  in  their  power.  I  would  also 
l)eg  leave  to  say  that  Captain  Poor,  of  the  ordnance  departaient,  kindly  volun- 
teered to  do  daty  temporarily  on  board  this  ship,  and  from  whoni  I  have  re- 
ceived much  assistance,  I  did  hope  to  get  this  off  by  this  day's  mail,  but  I 
have  been  so  constantly  employed  that  I  fear  I  shall  not  do  so. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTOIT, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Navy. 


Captain  Van  Brunt's  account  of  the  Minnesota's  engagement  with  the  Merrimack. 

United  States  Steamer  Mm\BSOTA, 

March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  at  1S.45  p.  m.,  three  small  steamers,  in 
appearance,  were  discovered  rounding  Sewall's  Point,  and  as  soon  as  they  came 
into  full  broadside  view  I  was  convinced  that  one  was  the  iron-plated  steam 
battery  Merrimack,  from  the  large  size  of  her  smoke-pipe.  They  were  heading 
for  Newport  News,  and  I,  in  obedience  to  a  signal  from  the  senior  officer  present, 
Captain  J.  Marston,  immediately  called  all  hands,  slipped  ray  cables,  and  got 
under  way  for  that  point  to  engage  her.  While  rapidly  passing  Sewall's  Point, 
the  rebels  there  opened  fire  upon  us  from  a  rifle  battery,  one  shot  from  which 
going  through  and  crippling  my  mainmast.  I  returned  the  fire  with  my  broad- 
i=ide  guns  and  forecastle  pivot.  We  ran  without  furtlier  difficulty  within  about 
Olio  and  a  half  mile  of  Newport  Hews,  and  there,  unfortunately,  grounded.  The 
tide  was  running  ebb,  and  although  in  the  channel,  there  was  not  sufficient  watei 
for  this  ship,  which  drjiws  23  feet,  I  knew  that  the  bottom  was  soft  and  lumpy, 
and  endeavored  to  force  the  ship  over,  but  I  found  it  impossible  to  do  so.  At 
this  time  it  was  i-eported  to  me  that  the  Merrimack  had  passed  the  frigate  Con- 
gress and  ran  into  the  sloop-of-war  Cumberland,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  after  I 
saw  the  latter  going  down  by  the  head.  The  Merrimack  thoa  hauled  off,  taking 
a  position,  and  abont  2.30  p.  m.  engaged  the  Congress,  throwing  shot  and  shell 
into  her  with  terrific  effect,  while  the  shot  from  the  Oongresa  glanced  from  her 
iron-plated  sloping  sides  without  doing  any  apparent  damage.  At  3.30  p.  m 
the  Congress  was  compelled  to  haul  down  her  eoiors.  Of  the  extent  of  her  loss 
and  injjiry  you  will  be  informed  from  the  official  report. 

At  four  p.  m,  the  MeiTimack,  Jamestown,  and  Patrick  Henry  bore  down  upon 
my  vessel.  Very  fortunately,  the  iron  battery  drew  too  much  water  to  come 
within  a  mile  of  us.  She  took  a  position  on  my  starboard  bow,  but  did  not  fire 
with  accuracy,  and  only  one  shot  passed  through  the  ship's  bow.  The  other 
two  steamers  took  their  position  on  my  port  bow  and  stem,  and  their  fire  did 
most  damage  in  killing  and  wounding  men,  inasmuch  as  they  iired  with  rifled 
guns ;  but  with  the  heavy  gun  that  1  could  bring  to  bcai-  upon  thom  I  drove 
them  off,  one  of  them  appai'ently  in  a  crippled  condition.  I  fired  upou  the  Mer- 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 -3,  '    CiOl  W  Ic 
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I'imack  with  my  pivot  lO-incii  gun.  witbout  apparent  effect,  and  at  seven  p.  m. 
she  too  hauled  off,  and  all  three  vessels  steamed  toward  Korfolk. 

The  tremendous  firing  of  my  broadside  guns  had  crowded  me  further  upon 
the  mud  hank,  into  which  the  ship  seemed  to  have  made  for  herself  a  cradle. 
Prom  ten  p.  m.,  when  the  tide  commenced  lo  run  flood,  until  four  a.  m.  I  had  all 
hands  at  work  with  steam-tugs  and  hawsers,  endeavoring  to  haul  the  ship  off 
the  hank,  hut  without  avail ;  and  as  the  tide  had  then  fallen  considerably,  I  sus- 
pended further  operations  at  that  time.  At  two  a.  m,  the  iron  battery  Monitor, 
Commander  John  L.  Worden,  which  had  arrived  the  previous  evening  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  came  alongside  and  reported  for  daty,  and  then  all  on  board  felt  that 
we  had  a  friend  that  would  stand  by  us  in  our  hour  of  trial. 

At  sis  a.  m.  the  enemy  again  appeared,  coming  down  from  Oraney  island, 
and  I  heat  to  quarters,  but  they  ran  past  my  ship  and  were  heading  for  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  the  retreat  was  beaten  to  allow  my  men  to  get  something  to  eat. 
The  Merrimack  ran  down  near  to  the  Rip-Baps,  and  then  turned  into  the  chan- 
nel through  which  I  had  come.  Again  all  hands  were  called  to  quarters,  and 
when  she  approached  within  a  mile  of  us  I  opened  upon  her  with  my  stern 
guns,  and  made  signal  to  the  Monitor  to  attack  the  enemy.  She  immediately 
run  down  in  my  wake,  right  within  range  of  the  Merrimack,  completely  cover- 
ing my  ship  as  far  as  was  possible  with  her  diminutive  dimensions,  and,  much 
to  my  astonishment,  laid  hei-eelf  right  alongside  of  the  Merrimack,  and  the  con- 
trast was  that  of  a  pigmy  to  a  giant.  Gun  after  gun  was  fired  by  the  Monitor, 
which  was  returned  with  whole  broadsides  from  the  rebels,  with  no  more  effect, 
appai-ently,  than  so  many  pebble  stones  thrown  by  a  child.  After  awhile  they 
commenced  manceuvring,  and  we  could  see  the  little  battery  point  her  bow  for 
the  rebels,  with  the  intention,  as  I  thought,  of  sending  a  shot  through  her  bow 
port-hole;  then  she  would  shoot  by  her,  and  rake  her  through  the  stem.  In 
the  mean  time  the  rebels  were  pouring  in  broadside  after  broadside,  bnt  almost 
all  her  shot  flew  over  the  little  submerged  propeller,  and  when  they  struck  the 
bomb-proof  tower,  the  shot  glanced  off  withont  producing  any  effect,  clearly 
establishing  the  fact  that  wooden  vessels  cannot  contend  with  iron-clad  ones ; 
for  never  before  was  anything  like  it  dreamed  of  by  the  greatest  enthusiast  in 
maritime  warfare. 

The  Memmack,  finding  that  she  could  make  nothing  of  the  Monitor,  turned 
her  attention  once  more  to  me.  In  the  morning  she  had  put  an  11-inch  shot  under 
my  counter,  near  the  water  line ;  and  now,  on  her  second  approach,  I  opened 
upon  her  with  all  my  broadside  guns  and  10-inch  pivot — a  oroadside  which 
would  have  blown  out  of  water  any  timber-built  ship  in  the  world.  She  re- 
turned my  fire  with  her  rifled  bow  gun,  with  a  shell  which  passed  through  the 
chief  engineer's  state-room,  through  tlie  engiaeers'  mess-room,  amidships,  and 
burst  in  the  boatswwn's  room,  tearing  four  rooms  all  into  one  in  its  passage,  and 
exploding  two  charges  of  powder,  which  set  the  ship  on  fire,  hut  it  was  promptly 
extinguished  by  a  party  headed  by  my  first  lieutenant.  Her  second  shell  went 
through  the  boiler  of  the  tug-boat  Dragon,  exploding  it,  and  causing  some  con- 
BtemalioQ  on  board  my  ship  for  the  moment,  nntil  the  matter  was  explained. 
This  time  I  had  concentrated  upon  her  an  incessant  fire  fiwm  my  gun  deck, 
spar  deck,  and  forecastle  pivot  guns,  and  was  informed  by  my  marine  officer, 
■who  was  stationed  on  the  poop,  that  at  least  fifty  solid  shot  struck  her  on  her 
siantiug  side  without  prodacing  any  apparent  effect.  By  the  time  she  had  fired 
her  third  shell  the  little  Monitor  had  come  down  upon  her,  placing  herself  be- 
tween us,  and  compelled  her  to  change  her  position,  ia  doing  which  she 
grounded ;  and  again  I  pom-ed  into  her  all  the  guns  which  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  hei.  As  soon  as  she  got  off  she  stood  down  the  bay,  the  little  bat- 
tery chasing  her  with  all  speed,  when  suddenly  the  Men-imack  tm'ned  around 
and  run  full  speed  into  her  antagonist.  For  a  moment  I  was  anxious  ;  but  iu- 
Btantly  I  saw  a.  shot  plunge  into  the  iron  roof  of  the  Merrimack,  which  surely 


ARMORED   VESSELS.  19 

must  tave  damaged  her.  For  some  time  after  this  the  rebels  concentrated  their 
whole  battery  upon  the  tower  and  pilot-house  of  the  Monitor,  aad  soon  after 
the  latter  stood  down  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  we  thought  it  probable  she  bad 
exhausted  her  supply  of  ammunition,  or  sustained  some  injuiy.  Soon  after  the 
Merrimafik  and  the  two  other  steamers  headed  for  my  ship,  and  I  then  felt  to  the 
fullest  extent  my  condition.  I  was  hard  and  immovably  aground,  and  they 
could  take  position  under  ray  steni  and  rake  me.  I  had  expended  most  of  my 
solid  shot,  my  ship  was  badly  crippled,  and  my  officers  and  men  were  worn  out 
with  fatigue,  but  even  in  this  extreme  dilemma  I  determined  never  to  give  up 
the  ship  to  the  rebels,  and,  after  consulting  with  my  officers,  I  ordei*ed  every 
preparation  to  be  made  to  destrc^  the  ship  after  all  hope  was  gone  of  saving  her. 

On  ascending  the  poop  deck,  I  observed  that  the  enemy's  vessels  had  changed 
their  course  and  were  heading  for  Craney  island.  I  then  determined  to  lighten 
the  ship  by  throwing  overboard  my  8-inch  guns,  hoisting  out  provision,  starting 
wator,  &c.  At  2  p.  m.  I  proceeded  to  maie  another  attempt  to  save  the  ship 
by  the  use  of  a  number  of  powerful  tngs  and  the  steamer  S.  B.  Spanlding  kindly 
sent  to  my  assistance  by  Captain  Talmadge,  quartermaster  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
and  succeeded  in  dragging  her  half  a  miie  distant,  and  then  she  was  immovable, 
tie  tide  having  fallen.  At  2  o'clock  this  morning  I  succeeded  in  getting  the 
ship  once  more  afloat,  and  am  now  at  anchor  opposite  Fortress  Monroe. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  during  the  whole  of  these  trying  scenes 
the  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with  great  courage  and  coolness. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  Borvant, 

0.  J.  VAN  BRUNT, 
Captain  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Frigate  Min 

Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy. 


Captain  Pv,rviance\i  report  of  the  Menimach's  attach. 

United  States  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  on  the  6lh  instant, 
in  Lynnhaven  bay,  from  New  Xork.  After  anchoring,  a  strong  gale  from  the 
northwest  commenced,  and  continued  through  the  night  and  following  day.  On 
Saturday  tlie  wind  abated,  and,  while  waiting  for  wind  and  tide,  the  United 
States  gunboat  Oambridge  came  alongside  and  reported  that  the  rebel  ateam-ram 
Merrimack,  and  some  side- wheel  steamers  were  engaging  the  frigate  Congress  and 
Cumberland  at  Newport  News.  At  half-past  2  we  got  under  way  in  tow  of  tbe 
Cambridge,  and  when  abreast  of  the  rebel  battery  at  Sewall's  Point,  the  battery 
opened  fire,  one  of  the  shells  exploding  under  the  forepart  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
doing,  however,  no  material  injury.  The  fire  was  returned,  and,  it  is  believed, 
with  some  effect.  The  Cumberland  had,  at  this  time,  gone  down,  having  been 
run  into  by  the  Merrimack,  and  the  Congress  had  surrendered,  after  a  terrible 
slaughter  of  her  men,  and  when  rendered  perfectly  powerless  by  the  fire  of  the 
rebels.  The  Minnesota  was  aground,  and  was  engaging  the  enemy,  whose  force 
consisted  of  the  rebel  steam-ram  and  four  or  five  side-weel  gunboats.  When 
neai  the  Minnesota,  the  St.  Lawrence  gi-ounded,  and  at  that  time  opened  fire,  but 
her  shot  did  no  execution,  the  armor  of  the  Merrimack  proving  invulnerable  to 
her  compai-atirely  feeble  pi-ojectiles.  Taking  advantage  of  tliese  portentous 
circumstances,  the  Merrimack  directed  her  attention  to  firing  several  projectiles 
of  formidable  dimensions;  one  of  which,  an  80-pound  shell,  penetrated  the  star- 
boaid  (quarter  about  four  inches  above  the  water-line,  passed  through  the  pantry 
of  the  ward-room,  and  into  the  state-room  of  the  assistant  surgeon,  qu  the  ppr 
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side,  completely  deinolisWiig  tlio  bnlkbcad ;  tlien  struck  against  a  strong  iron 
bar,  which  secured  the  bull's-eye  of  the  poit,  and  returned  into  the  ward-room 
expended.  It  fortunately  didinot  explode,  and  no  person  was  injured.  The 
damage  done  by  this  one  shot  proved  tlie  power  of  the  projectiles  which  she 
employed,  and  readily  explained  the  destruction  of  om*  wooden  and  aatiquated 

Our  position  at  this  time  wa3  one  of  some  anxiety.  Being  agi-onnd,  the  tag 
Tonng  America  came  alongside  and  got  ms  off;  after  which  a  powerful  broad- 
side from  the  spar  and  gun  decks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  then  dietaut  about  half  a 
mile,  thrown  into  the  Merrimack,  induced  her  to  withdraw;  ■whether  from  ne- 
dessity  or  discretion  is  not  known ;  certainly  no  serious  damage  could  have 
been  done.  After  which  we  piweeeded  slowly  to  the  anchorage,  which  we 
reached  about  —  p.  m. 

The  Meirimack  again  appeared  the  following  morning,  and  sustained,  for 
several  hours,  the  consolidated  fire  of  the  Minnesota  and  Monitor,  abandoning 
the  conflict  floally,  bat  apparently  unharmed.  The  Minnesota  remained  agronnd 
during  the  night,  was  sipplied  with  additional  ammunition,  and  in  the  morning, 
when  attacked  by  the  Merrima«k,  fought  her  gnns  with  an  energy,  skill,  and 
indomitable  perseverance  worthy  of  the  noble  and  patriotic  cause  she  was  defend- 
ing Unable  to  jnove,  she  was  forced  to  pr^ent  her  ftdl  broadside  to  the 
enemy,  who  lemamed  at  long  range,  offei-ing  the  smallest  possible  surface  to  her 
antagonist  The  Monitor,  whose  performance  more  than  equalled  the  highest 
expectations,  contiibuted  most  powerfully  to  the  withdi'awal  of  the  Meri-imack ; 
and  her  earliei  am\al  would  have  prevented  the  Qnfortuuate  loss  of  our  two 
defenceless  iiigates  All  the  of&cers  and  crew  zealously  and  efficiently  per- 
formed their  duties 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  PUEVIANOE,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/. 


Mv  Di!AR  Sir  :  After  a  stormy  passage,  which  proved  us  to  be  the  finest  sea 
boat  I  was  ever  in,  we  fought  the  Mei-vimack  for  more  than  three  hours  this  fore- 
noon, and  sent  her  hack  to  Norfolk  in  a  sinking  condition.  Iron-clad  against 
iron-clad.  We  mantenvred  about  the  bay  here  and  went  at  each  other  with 
mutual  fierceness,  I  consider  that  both  ships  were  well  fought;  wewerestmck 
twenty-two  times — pilot-house  twice,  turret  nine  times,  side-armor  eight  times, 
deck  three  times.  The  only  vulnerable  point  was  the  pilot-house.  One  of  your 
great  logs  (9  hy  13  inches  thick)  is  broken  in  two.  The  shot  struck  just  out- 
aide  of  where  the  captain  had  his  eye,  and  it  has  disabled  him  hy  destroying 
his  left  eye  and  temporaiily  blinding  the  other.  Tlie  log  is  not  quite  in  two, 
but  is  broken  and  pressed  inwards  one  and  a  half  inch.  She  tried  to  run.  ns 
down  and  sink  us,  as  she  did  the  Cnmberland  yesterday,  but  she  got  the  worst 
of  it.  Her  bow  passed  over  our  deck  and  our  sharp  upper  edged  side  cut  throi^h 
the  light  iron  shoe  upon  her  stem  and  well  into  her  oak.  She  will  not  try  that 
again.  She  gave  us  a  tremendous  thump,  but  did  not  injure  ns  in  the  least. 
We  are  jnat  able  to  find  the  point  of  contact. 

The  tun-et  is  a  splendid  structure.     I  do  not  think  miicli  of  the  shield,  hut 
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the  penfluluma  are  iine  tticga,  thongli  I  eanaot  tell  you  Low  they  would  stand 
the  shot,  as  tliey  were  not  hit. 

You  are  very  correct  in  yonr  estiroate  of  the  effect  of  shot  upon  the  man  on 
the  inside  of  the  turret  when  it  was  struck  near  him.  Three  men  were  knocked 
down,  of  whom  I  was  one;  the  other  two  had  to  be  carried  below,  but  I  was 
not  disabled  at  all,  and  the  others  recovered  before  the  battle  was  over.  Cap- 
tain Worden  stationed  himself  at  the  pilot-house,  Greene  fired  the  guns,  and  I 
turned  the  turret  until  the  captain  was  disabled  and  was  relieved  by  Greene, 
when  I  managed  the  turret  myself.  Master  Stodden  having  been  one  of  the  two 
stunned  men. 

Captain  Ericsson,  I  congratulate  you  npon  your  great  success.  Thousands 
have  this  day  blessed  you.  I  have  beard  whole  crews  cheer  you.  Every  man 
feels  that  you  have  saved  this  place  to  the  nation  by  fuinisbing  us  with  the 
means  to  whip  aa  iron-clad  fi-igate,  that  was,  until  our  arrival,  having  it  all  her 
owu  way  with  our  most  powerful  vessels. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  very  traly  youra, 

ALExiN  0.  8TIMEE8, 

Chief  Engineer. 

Captain  J.  Ericsson, 

No.  95  Franklin  street.  New  York. 


Passage  of  the  Monitor  from  New  York  to  Hampton  Roads. 

IInitkd  States  Steamer  Monitor, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  37,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  received  to-day  your  commiim cation  of  the  25th  instant.  I  do  not 
consider  this  steamer  a  sea-going  vessel.  During  her  passage  from  New  Tork 
her  roll  was  very  easy  and  alow,  and  not  at  all  deep.  She  pitched  very  little 
and  with  no  strain  whatever.  She  is  buoyant  and  not  very  lively.  The  incon- 
veniences we  experienced  can  be  easily  remedied.  But  she  has  not  the  steam 
power  to  go  against  a  head  wind  or  sea,  and  I  think  it  very  doubtful  if  she 
could  go  from  here  to  Delaware  bay  by  herself.  As  she  would  be  unable  to 
make  headway  against  a  sea  she  would  not  steer.  Even  in  smooth  water,  and 
going  slow,  she  does  not  mind  her  helm  readily.  At  sea  she  would  be  unable 
to  work  her  guns,  as  we  are  obliged  to  keep  the  ports  closed  and  calked,  they 
being  but  five  feet  above  water.  For  smooth  water  operations,  such  as  she  was 
engaged  in  on  the  9th  instant,  I  think  her  a  moat  desirable  vessel.     The  opinion 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  GREENE, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C 


Flag-O^ccr  Goldshorougk  reports  sending  three  vessels  mj:i  -Tames  river  and 
shelling  Sewall's  Point,  May  8,  1S62. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  May  9,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Galena,  Aroostook,  and  Port  Boyal  (by  direction  of  the  President 
for  me  to  detail  the  Galena  and  two  gunboats  for  the  purpose)  went  up  James 
river  early  yesterday  morning. 
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Also,  by  direction  of  tte  President,  our  vessels  slielled  Sewall's  Point  ycstei'- 
day,  mainly  witb  the  view  of  ascertaining  tlie  practicability  of  landing  &  body 
of  troops  tbeveaboKts.  Tbe  Merrimack  came  out,  but  was  even  more  cautioas 
than  ever.  The  Monitor  was  kept  well  in  advance,  and  so  tbat  tbe  Memmoek 
could  have  engaged  her  without  difficulty  had  she  been  so  disposed,  but  she 
declined  to  do  it,  and  soon  retarned  and  anchored  under  Sewall'a  Point.  The 
Jamestown  arrived  heve  yesterday.  Her  condition  is  such  tbat  I  shall  have  to 
despatch  her  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

The  Cayuga  also  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the  Mississippi  river  with  de- 
spatches, and  left  for  New  York  in  the  evening.  The  St.  Lawrence  sailed  this 
morning  for  Key  West. 

In  all  there  are  now  seven  of  our  vessels  up  the  York  in  cr,  and  three  of  them 
up  the  James  river.  Could  I  have  eievcised  my  own  judgment  I  should  have 
withdrawn  some  from  the  York  river,  and  tlius  increased  tlie  immhei  of  those 
sent  up  tbe  James. 

Our  vessels  up  tbe  James  river  were  no  doubt  engaged  foi  several  hours  during 
yesterday,  but  whether  with  the  enemy's  vessels  or  with  one  of  bis  fotts  on  the 
sonth  side  of  the  river  we  have  not  yet  ascertsuned.  All  the  enemy's  gunboats 
that  were  at  Norfolk,  eight  in  number,  including  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown, 
are  up  the  James  river,  awd  our  three  vessels  must  be  this  side  of  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROU&H, 
FJag-OJicer,  G ommaiidmg  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDisoN  Wrli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Flag-Offlcer  GoldshorougJi  to  Ae  President  of  the  United  States. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  May  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  a  communication  just  received  from  the  Hon.  Edwin  M, 
Stanton,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  instmctione  I  gave  yesterday  to  the 
officers  commanding  tbe  several  vessels  detailed  to  open  fire  upon  Sewall's  Point 
were :  that  the  object  of  tbe  move  w^  to  ascertain  the  pi-acticability  of  landing 
a  body  of  troops  thereabouts,  and  to  reduce  the  works  if  it  could  be  done;  that 
the  wooden  vessels  should  attack  the  principal  works  in  enfilade,  and  that  tbe 
Monitor,  to  he  accompanied  by  tbe  Stevens,  shonld  go  up  as  far  as  the  wreck, 
and  there  operate  in  front  on  the  Merrimack's  appearaJice  outside  of  the  wrecks. 

The  Monitor  had  ordei«  to  fall  back  into  fair  diannel  way  and  only  to  engage 
her  seriously  in  such  a  position  that  this  ship,  together  with  tbe  merchant  vessels 
intended  for  the  purpose,  could  ran  her  down,  if  an  opportunity  piesented  itself. 
Tbe  other  vessels  were  not  to  hesitate  to  run  her  down,  and  tbe  Baltimore,  an 
unarmed  steamer  of  light  draught,  high  speed,  and  with  a  carved  how,  was  kept 
in  the  direction  of  the  Monitor  expressly  to  throw  herself  aci-oss  the  Merrimack, 
either  forward  or  aft  of  her  plated  bouse;  hut  the  Merrimack  did  not  engage  the 
Monitor,  nor  did  she  place  herself  where  she  could  have  been  assailed  by  our 
ram  vessels  to  any  advantage,  or  where  there  was  any  prospect  whatever  of 
getting  at  her. 

My  instructions  were  necessarily  verbal,  and  in  giving  them  I  supposed  that 
I  was  cai'rying  out  your  wishes  in  substance,  if  not  to  the  letter.  The  demon- 
stration resulted  in  establishing  the  fact  tbat  the  number  of  guns  at  the  principal 
■work  on  Sewall's  Point  has  been  essentially  reduced,  and  is  not  greater  now 
than  about  seventeen,  and  that  tbe  number  of  men  now  stationed  there  is  com- 
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paratively  quite  limited.     The  quarters  connected  with  the  work  were  set  oi 
fire  by  otir  sheila,  and  no  doabt  seriously  injured. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGfH, 
Com.  Naval  Blockading  Squadron. 

His  Excellency  the  Pkksioem"  of  the  United  States. 


Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  reports  the  destruction  of  the  Merrimack,  Sfc. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton,  Roads,  Va.,  May  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  aurrender  of  Iforfolk  by  its  civil  authorities,  day  before  yesterday, 
to  the  forces  of  our  army  under  General  Wool,  which  landed  at  Willoughby'a 
Point,  nothing  but  the  city  itself  was  given  up.  Early  yesterday  morning  I 
■witnessed  an  awful  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Craney  island,  and  inferred  im- 
mediately that  either  the  works  on  that  ifiland  or  tbe  Merrimack  had  been  blown 
wp,  A  few  minutes  afterwards  an  officer  from  the  giiardship  Dakota  came  on 
board  and  informed  me  that  the  Merrimack  no  longer  existed,  for  from  the  Dakota 
they  had  seen  her  blown  to  pieces.  Suppoeing  from  this  that  Craney  island  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  exterior  defences  of  Norfolk  weie  about  to  be  abandoned,  or,  if 
not,  that  they  might  be  subdued,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Monitor,  Stevens, 
Susq^uehanna,  Dakota,  Seminole,  San  Jacinto,  and  Mount  Vernon  to  get  under 
way,  and  gave  them  such  orders  as  I  judged  necessary  in  the  premises.  Before 
they  could  get  off,  however,  I  had  despatched  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Selfridge,  in  a 
tug  to  pi-oeeed  o£f  Sewall's  Point,  and  as  far  above  as  he  could  get  with  safety, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  real  condition  of  things.  He  landed  at  Sewall's  Point 
and  hoisted  our  flag  on  the  works,  which  be  found  had  been  abandoned,  but  the 
guns  were  not  spiked.  Commander  Case,  captain  of  the  fleet,  went  on  to  Craney 
island  in  another  tug,  and  there  hauled  down  two  rebel  flags  and  hoisted  our  own 
in  their  places.  Oui-  ships  proceeded  on  to  Norfolk  unmolested,  and  there  the 
Susquehanna,  Seminole,  Dakota,  and  San  Jacinto  now  He,  immediately  off  the 
town,  and  in  close  proximity  with  it. 

The  Monitor  and  Stevens  have  both  gone  up  the  James  river,  with  orders 
from  me  to  reduce  ail  the  works  of  the  enemy  as  they  go  along,  spike  all  their 
guns,  blow  up  all  their  magazines,  and  then  get  up  to  Richmond,  all  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  and  shell  the  citf  to  a  surrender. 

With  the  above  works  reduced,  I  can  keep  ouv  vessels  supplied  with  coal, 
ordnance  stores,  provisions,  &c„  without  difficulty. 

I  intended  to  have  discharged  to-day  the  Arago,  Illinois,  and  Ericsson,  but 
the  President  ordered  me  not  to  do  it  until  I  should  he  written  to  upon  the  sub- 
ject from  Washington,  and  gave  me  his  orders  why  ha  wished  those  vessels  to 
be  longer  detiuued. 

I  accompanied  the  President  and  Secretaries  Chase  and  Stanton  yesterday  to 
Norfolk,  on  hoard  of  the  Baltimore,  but  I  did  not  return  with  the  party. 

In  the  afternoon  I  visited  the  navy  yard  and  went  all  over  it.  It  was  still 
burning. in  very  many  places.  Nearly  everything  is  destroyed.  Of  the  build- 
ings the  officers'  quai-ters  alone  remained  intact.  There  are  a  large  number  of 
iron  tanks,  however,  apparently  in  perfect  condition,  a  good  deal  of  mast  and 
other  timber,  a  number  of  old  and  generally  worthless  guns,  and  considerable 
machinery  of  one  kind  or  another.  The  dock  gates  are  all  destroyed,  and  the 
pier  ends  connected  with  the  gates  have  been  blown  up  to  a  partial  degree,  but 
otherwise  the  dock  seems  uuinjured. 

The  President  said  to  me  verbally  that  he  wished  all  the  guns  at  the  forts  and 
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doct-yarda  to  te  removed  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  unless  he  sliould  ttink  proper 
to  communicate  to  you  otherwise,  I  presume  I  am  to  have  this  work  done. 

On  returning  from  Norfolk  I  left  our  naval  forces  there  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Lardner,  an  officer  in  whose  discretion  and  good  sense  I  have  gi-eat  con- 
fidence. I  gave  him  full  directions  as  to  intercoui-se,  &e.,  with  the  shore ;  but  I 
shall  have  to  go  there  again  to-day  or  to-morrow,  and  for  several  days  after- 
wards, OB  matters  of  importance. 

I  am,  very  respectfnlly,  yotir  ohedient  servant, 

h.  M.  GOLOSBOROUGH, 
'FJag-Off.cer,  Cainmandimg  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon,  GiBEoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Flag-  Officer  Goldshm  o^igh  encloses  reports  of  engagement  with  fori  on  Ward's 
or  D)-ury's  Bluff,  eight  mUea  Jrom  Richmond. 

.    "United  States  Flag-Ship  Susockhanna, 

James  River,  Virginia,  May  18,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  tic  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  an  engagement 
which  took  place  on  the  15tli  instant  between  our  vessels  up  this  river  and  a 
fort  of  the  enemy  on  "Ward's  or  Drary's,  Bluff,  which  fort  is  at.  the  obstructlonB 
that  have  been  placed  in  the  river,  and  about  eight  miles  from  Richmond. 

The  Stevens  went  to  Norfolk  last  night  to  cany  aeven  of  the  wounded  to  the 
hospital ;  thence  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads.  The  force  now  ap  this  river 
consists  of  the  Wachusett,  Galena,  Monitor,  Maiatanza,  Aroostook,  Fort  Royal, 
and  the  tug  Dragon, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Offieer,  Commd'g  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wslles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naay. 


U.viTED  States  Steamer  Galena, 
Off  aty  Point,  James  River,  May  16,  1862. 

Sfr  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  the  Aroostook,  the  Monitor, 
and  Fort  Royal,  with  the  Nawgatuek,  moved  up  the  river  yesterday,  gettbg 
aground  several  times  but  meeting  no  artificial  impedimenta  until  we  arrived  at 
"Ward's  Bluff,  about  eight  miles  fi-om  Richmond,  where  we  encomitered  a  heavy 
battery  and  two  separate  barriers,  foi-med  of  piles  and  steamboats  and  sail  ves- 
sels. The  pilots  both  say  that  they  saw  the  Jamestowa  and  "Yorktown  among 
the  number. 

The  banks  of  the  river  we  found  lined  with  rifle-pits,  from  which  sharp- 
shooters annoyed  the  men  at  the  guns.  These  would  hinder  alt  removal  of  oh- 
strHctions,  unless  driven  away  by  a  land  force. 

The  Galena  ran  within  almost  six  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  as  near  the 
piles  as  it  was  deemed  proper  to  go,  let  go  her  anchor,  and  with  a  spring  swung 
across  the  stream,  not  more  than  twice  as  wide  as  the  ship  is  long.  Then,  at 
7.45  a.  m.,  opened  firo  upon  the  battery. 

The  wooden  vessels,  as  directed,  anchored  about  thirteen  hundred  yards  be- 
low. The  Monitor  anchored  near,  and  at  9  o'clock  she  passed  just  above  the 
Galena,  but  found  that  her  guns  could  not  be  elevated  enough  to  reach  the  bat- 
tery.    She  then  dropped  a  little  below  us,  and  made  her  shots  efieptive.    . 
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At  five  minutea  after  eleven  o'clock  the  Galena  tad  expended  nearly  all  her 
amninnition,  and  I  made-signal  to  discontinue  the  action.  We  had  but  six  Par- 
lott  charges,  and  not  a  single  filled  nine-inch  shell.     We  had  thirteen  killed  and 


The  rifled  one  hundred-pound  Parrot  of  the  Naugatuck  burst,  half  of  the 
part  abaft  the  trunnions  going  overboard.     She  is  therefore  disabled. 

The  Galena  and  Monitor  can,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  silence  the  bat- 
tery at  Haidin's  Bluff,  The  result  of  our  experiment  with  the  Galena  I  enclose. 
We  demonstrated  that  she  is  not  shot-proof.  Balls  came  through,  and  many 
men  were  killed  with  fragments  of  her  own  iron.  One  fairly  penetrated  just 
above  the  water-line,  and  exploded  in  the  steerage.  The  gi-eater  part  of  the 
balls,  howerer,  at  the  water-line,  after  breaking  the  iron,  stuck  in  the  wood. 
The  port  side  is  miich  injured — knees,  plaaks,  and  timbers  started.  No  shot 
penetrated  the  spai-  deck,  but  in  three  places  are  lai-ge  holes — one  of  them  a 
yard  long  and  about  eight  inches  wide,  made  by  a  shot  which,  in  glancing,  com- 
pletely broke  through  Sie  deck,  killing  several  men  with  fragments  of  the  deck 
plating.  The  Galena  should  he  repaired  before  sending  her  to  sea.  I  would 
suggest  the  Washingten  navy  yard,  since  so  many  people  there  have  an  interest 
in  iron  plating,  and  she  so  well  shows  the  effect  of  various  shot.  No  gun  is 
disabled,  but  we  need  ammunition. 

On  James  river  an  army  can  be  landed  within  ten  miles  of  Richmond,  on 
either  bank.  We  command  City  Point,  and  are  i-eady  te  co-operate  with  a 
land  force  in  an  advance  upon  Petersburg.  In  going  np  James  river,  above  this 
point,  it  will  he  desirable  to  protect  the  ciew  from  sharpshooters  upon  the  river. 
They  annoyed  us.  To  command  important  points,  and  to  prevent  the  reoecupa- 
tion  of  old  Fort  Powhatan,  at  Hood's,  more  vessels  are  needed.  Some  should 
continually  pass  up  and  down  the  river,  to  prevent  the  erection  of  new  batteries. 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  cool  courage  of  the  officer  and  crew. 
Lieutenant  Newman,  the  executive  officer,  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallant  and 
effective  services.  Mr.  Washburne,  acting  master,  behaved  admirably.  These 
are  selected  from  among  the  number. 

The  Aroostook,  Port  Royal,  and  Naugatuck  took  the  stations  previously 
assigned  them,  and  did  everything  that  was  possible.  The  Monitor  could  not 
have  done  better. 

The  barrier  is  such  that  vessels  of  the  enemy,  even  if  they  had  any,  probably 
cannot  pas5  out ;  ours  cannot  pass  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN"  E0DGEE8, 
Commander  United  States  Navy. 

i'lag-OiDcer  L.  M.  Goldsbo bough. 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Galena, 
Off  City  Point,  James  River,  May  16,  1862. 

SiK  ;  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  condition  of  this  sliip's  hull: 

On  the  port  side  her  bulwarks,  between  ports  Nos.  5  and  6,  are  started  in 
about  an  inch,  and  the  timbers  broken.  Thirteen  shot  and  shell  have  perforated 
her  side,  splintering  considerably.  Forward  of  No.  1  port  the  hnlwarks  are 
badly  shattered.  Several  hanging  knees  are  started  off  from  side  and  spar  deck 
beams;  many  seams  are  opened  in  the  side,  and  the  gun  deck,  beneath  the  guns, 
will  require  calking, 

In  forward  room  of  wardroom  the  hanging  knee  is  started  about  2j  inches, 
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and  tlie  side  iujui-ed.  In  forward  part  of  steerage  a  shell  perforated  the  aide 
and  started  the  hanging  knee  ahout  two  inches.  In  after  room  a  diagonal  knee 
is  slightly  started,  and  the  air  port  stove  in.  In  the  coal  bunkers  the  side  is 
also  injured. 

On  spar  deck  several  glancing  shot  have  made  iadentations  in  the  iron  plates 
and  broken  deck  planks;  in  two  instances  apertures,  ahout  18  inches  by  4 
inches,  have  been  made.  The  hammock  netting  is  shattered;  the  wheel  is. in- 
jured, one  boat  davit  gone,  and  several  awning  and  rail  stanchions.  The  armor 
is  started  from  the  stem,  also  at  the  junction  of  the  bars  on  the  stem,  and  on  the 
starboard  quarter,  near  port  No.  8. 

EiespectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  n.  NEWMAN, 

Execulive  Officer. 
Commander  John  Eodoers, 

•  United  States  naval  forces  in  James  River. 


TJnitud  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Monitor, 

James  River,  Virginia,  May  16,  1863. 

Sir  ;  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movements  of  this  vessel  during 
the  action  of  yesterday  : 

Shortly  after  weighing  anchor  from  our  position  near  Kingsland  creek,  a  sharp 
fiie  of  musketry  was  commenced  from  both  hanks  on  all  the  ships. 

At  half  past  seven  I  discovered  an  extensive  fortification  on  an  elevation  of 
about  two  hundred  feet,  with  several  smaller  batteries,  all  apparently  mounting 
guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre ;  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff  in  the  river  an  ohstniction, 
formed  of  sunken  steamers  and  vessels,  secured  with  chains,  and  the  shallow 
water  piled  across  the  river. 

ITie  Galena,  having  anchored  at  about  one  thousand  yards  from  the  fort,  and 
being  warmly  engaged,  I  endeavored  to  pass  ahead  of  her  to  take  off  some  of 
the  fire,  but  found  that  my  guns  could  not  be  elevated  sufficiently  to  point  at 
the  fort,  I  then  took  position  on  the  line  with  the  Galena,  and  maintained  a 
deliberate  fire  until  the  close  of  the  action,  when,  in  company  with  the  other 
vessels,  I  dropped  down  to  the  anchorage  of  the  morning. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  remarkably  well  directed,  hut  vainly,  towards  this 
vessel.  She  was  struck  three  times — one  solid  8-inch  shot  square  on  the  tun-et, 
two  solid  shot  on  the  side  armor  forward  of  the  pilot-house.  Neither  caused 
any  damage  beyond  bending  the  plates      I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  action  was  most  gallantly  fought 
against  great  odds,  and  with  the  u'^ual  effect  against  eaithworfes.  So  long  as 
our  vessels  kept  up  a  rapid  fire  they  riielj  fired  m  return,  but  the  moment  our 
fire  slackened  they  lemanned  their  guns  It  was  impossible  to  reduce  such 
works,  except  with  the  aid  of  a  land  foice 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS,  ^ 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Commander  John  Rodqf.bs, 

^es  River  Flotilla. 
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Lieutenant  Commander  Jeffers's  report  relative  to  the  Monitor. 

TJNiTBD  States  Ibon-clad  Steamer  Monitor, 

James  River,  May  23,  1862. 

Si  R :  I  have  hitherto  refrained  from  making  any  official  report  relative  to  this 
vessel,  as  moat  of  her  pi-ominent  defects  have  been  pointed  out  to  or  discovered 
hy  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  ihe  government  inspector,  aad  provided  for  in  the 
contract  for  the  new  ones ;  nor  did  I  consider  it  expedient,  in  our  then  state  of 
constant  readiness  for  a  naval  battle,  to  supply  information  which,  by  some  ac- 
cident, becoming  known  to  the  enemy,  might  be  used  to  our  detriment.  Other 
points  have  lately  developed  themselves. 

Immedifttely  on  taking  the  command  it  struck  me  tbat  the  commander  could 
have  very  little  control  of  his  guns  if  in  the  pilot-house,  and  that  the  revolution 
of  the  turret  would  not  allow  the  officer  pointing  to  see  the  object  to  be  fixed  at, 
unless  previously  notified  when  this  object  was  nearly  in  the  line  of  fire. 

The  firing  at  Sewall'a  Point,  on  the  9th  instant,  clearly  demonstrated  this 
fact.  It  was  impossible,  from  the  smoke,  to  see  from  the  pilot-house  the  effect 
of  the  shot,  BO  as  to  correct  the  subsequent  aim ;  and  the  process  of  turning  the 
turret  sacceesively  backward  and  forward,  searching  for  the  object  through  the 
small  aperture  of  the  ports,  was  so  slow,  that  an  active  enemy  with  a  large 
number  of  guns  must  inevitably  fire  into  the  ports  during  the  operation. 

After  I  took  my  station  on  top  of  the  tujTet  I  roughly  sighted  by  the  lines 
of  pai'allel  plates,  greatly  increasing  the  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  fire;  but  to 
do  this,  independent  of  the  exposure  of  so  important  a  person  as  the  commander, 
there  was  a  constant  danger  of  shells  passing  through  the  opening  in  which  I 
stood,  and,  by  exploding  within  the  turret,  producing  the  greatest  danger  and 
demoralization. 

At  the  fight  at  Brew's  Bluff,  on  the  James  river,  this  inconvenience  became 
still  more  evident.  The  river  being  lined  with  riflemen  on  both  banks,  the  bar- 
ricade of  hammocks  which  I  had  placed  round  my  station  became  a  target  for 
them ;  I  had  no  means  of  replying  with  mnsketiy,  nor  could  I  elevate  my  guns 
to  their  position  on  a  high  bank,  so  tbat  every  time  I  stuck  my  head  up  to 
observe  the  fire,  they  liad  a  deliberate  fire  at  me.  The  pilot-house  being  placed 
I'orward,  the  guns  cannot  be  fired  nearer  to  the  line  of  the  keel  than  30°  with, 
accuracy  without  deafening  the  persons  in  the  pilot-house.  I  tried  this  experi- 
ment myself,  and  the  pain  and  stupefaction  caused  by  the  blast  of  the  guns 
satisfied  me  that  half  a  dozen  similar  dischai^es  would  render  me  insensible. 
From  this  cause,  either  in  approaching  a  ship  or  batteiy,  she  is  exposed  to  fire 
a  long  time  without  the  power  of  returning  it,  thereby  diminishing  her  militaiy 
force  5  per  cent, ;  or  if  the  enemy  be  a  ship,  and  it  is  determined  to  allow  her  to 
close,  this  vessel,  in  order  to  return  the  fire,  must  allow  her  to  approach  nearly 
on  the  beam,  thus  giving  her  the  opportimity  to  act  as  a  ram  witJi  great  effect. 
This  would  have  been  the  difficulty  had  a  second  encounter  taken  place  with 
the  Merrimack.  It  was  rumored,  and  generaJly  believed,  that  she  had  been  pro- 
vided with  a  gun  firing  directly  ahead,  also  with  a  ram,  adjusted  to  pierce  this 
vessel  below  the  water.  In  either  case  of  closing,  this  vessel  would  have  been 
unable  to  return  the  fire  without  laying  hei-self  open  to  the  ram. 

If  the  power  existed  of  fighting  her  "  head-on,"  the  side  ai'mor  would  be  almost 
completely  protected,  and  the  turret  would  pi-otect  the  most  vulnerable  parts  of 
her  deck.  For  these  reasons,  it  is  essential  that  the  lookout  and  steering  appa- 
ratus shall  be  placed  on  top  of  the  turret. 

Except  in  case  of  great  necessity,  such  as  being  at  anchor  in  a  tideway,  and 
boats  or  steamers  should  come  up  astern  for  the  purpose  of  boai-ding,  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  fire  aft  at  a  greater  angle  than  60°.     The  effect  of  firing 
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over  the  boUere  is  very  great,  ani  several  eucceaaive  fires  would  unci oulite illy 
set  tliem  leaking,  if  nothing  woi-se  happened. 

The  bomb-proof  emokestack,  at  least  as  high  as  the  guus,  ia  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Her  military  force  is  greatly  diminished  by  inability  to  fire,  or  rather  to 
ma  out,  both  guus  at  onee.  The  time  lost  in  raising  the  pendulum  aind  in  run- 
ning ont  the  second  gnn  often  loses  the  favorable  position,  besides  giving  the 
enemy  better  opportunities  for  getting  shot  into  the  ports. 

The  ports  have  not  suf&cient  elevation  to  allow  the  guns  to  be  pointed  at  a 
battery  placed  on  an  eminence  without  losing  all  the  advantages  of  an  iron-clad 
vessel;  that  is,  proximity  to  the  battery,  in  order  certainly  to  hit  and  dismount 
the  guns. 

The  preceding  defects  are  most  of  them  irremediable,  as  far  as  the  vessel  is 
concerned,  until  she  shall  undergo  a  general  repair.  But  a  new  and  most  im- 
portant defect  has  developed  itself  with  the  warm  weather,  which  demands 
immediate  attention.  It  is  essential  that  some  other  mode  of  ventilation  shall 
be  provided,  not  derived  from  the  air-passt^e  through  the  fire-room.  When 
the  weather  was  cold  it  was  q^uite  warm  below,  but  no  inconvenience  was  felt 
other  than  the  impurity  of  the  air  passing  up  through  the  turret;  but,  with  the 
heat  of  the  last  ten  days,  the  air  stood  at  140°  in  the  turret  when  in  action, 
which,  when  added  to  the  gases  of  the  gunpowder  and  smoke,  gases  from  the 
fire-room,  smoke  and  heat  of  tlie  iUominating  lamps,  and  emanations  from  the 
large  numher  of  persons  stationed  below,  produced  a  most  fedd  atmosphere, 
eaaaiog  an  alaiining  degree  of  exhaastion  and  prostration  of  the  crew.  In  the 
action  at  Drew's  Bluff,  I  was  obliged  to  dfeeontinue  the  action  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  and  take  the  men  below  to  the  forward  part  of  the  ship  for  purer  air. 

The  vessel  cannot  go  to  sea  until  this  defect  is  remedied.  If  the  hatches 
were  all  closed  (as  they  must  be  at  sea)  in  this  warm  weather,  the  crew  would 
be  unable  to  live  for  forty-eight  hours  shut  up.  Quite  one-third  of  the  crew 
axe  now  sufiering  from  debility ;  there  being  no  shelter  on  deck,  they  have  to 
keep  below  to  avoid  sharpshootere. 

Some  modification  of  the  galley  must  also  be  made.  Several  men  have 
already  literally  wUted  down  hy  the  intense  heat  of  its  position  against  the  rear 
end  of  the  boiler.  Although  not  bearing  on  this  vessel,  yet  I  mention  a  fact  of 
importance.  1  understand  that  in  some  of  the  new  vessels  it  is  proposed  to 
take  the  air  down  tlireugh  the  turret.  This  would,  I  conceive,  be  a  fatal  mis- 
take ;  when  firing  to  windward,  there  is  already  a  great  deal  of  smoke  in  the 
turret — quite  aa  much  as  can  clear  away  by  the  time  the  next  shot  can  be  fired — 
and,  if  the  draught  were  downward,  such  a  body  of  smoke  would  fill  the  turret 
as  to  prevent  the  aim  for  several  minutes. 

There  are  several  defective  details  about  the  engine,  particularly  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  blowers,  which  can  be  readily  altered  at  a  machine  shop.  Either 
in  action  or  at  sea,  the  loss  of  the  vessel  might  readily  be  caused  by  the  Jaiiare 
of  a  leather  belt.  In  fact,  coming  round  from  New  York,  some  water  getting 
down  through  the  ^r  pipes,  and  wetting  the  belts,  caused  the  blowers  to  stop, 
and  the  gases  from  the  furnace  poured  into  the  fire-room,  driving  the  firemen 
and  engineers  out  and  nearly  asphyxiating  the  chief  engineer.  If  this  had 
occurred  in  action  the  vessel  must  have  been  sun-endered,  every  one  having 
been  driven  on  deck. 

I  have  partially  corrected  the  evil  by  putting  a  blast-pipe  in  the  uptake,  to 
continue  the  draught  in  case  such  an  accident  should  occur  in  future.  There 
are  several  other  details  of  considerable  importance  which  I  do  not  enlarge  upon, 
as  they  are  pi-ovided  for  in  vessels  of  this  class  hereafter  to  be  constructed. 

The  opportune  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  her  success  in 
staying  the  career  of  the  Merrimack,  principally  by  the  moral  effect  of  her 
commander's  gallant  interposition  between  that  vessel  and  the  Minnesota,  caused 
an  exaggerated  confidence  to  be  enteitained  by  the  public  in  the  powers  of  the 
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Sronitor,  wiicli  it  was  not  good  policy  to  check.  I,  however,  feel  that  I  owe  it 
to  yon,  sir,  as  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  and  to  the  department,  to  put  on 
record  my  deliherate  opinion  of  her  powers. 

First.  With  her  present  guns,  she  cannot  engage  another  iron-plated  TCSBel 
of  good  construction  with  advantage.  The  hall  has  not  sufficient  velocity  to 
penetrate,  and.  muat  rely  on  its  smashing  effects  only.  It  would  not  pene- 
trate, though  it  might  sbatter,  an  inclined  side  of  four  (4)  inches,  well  hacked 
with  wood,  or  our  own  vertical  side. 

Second.  Although  she  manceuvres  very  quickly,  her  speed  is  not  six  knots  at 
a  inasimum.  She  must,  therefore,  as  against  a  vessel,  await  the  enemy's  plea- 
sui'o  to  close,  and  is  much  trammelled,  as  herein  before  stated,  hy  the  limitation 
of  the  field  of  fire  to  220°  of  the  360°. 

Third.  As  against  a  fort :  If  she  is  permitted  to  approach  a  fort  within  a 
eouple  of  hundred  yards,  and  the  fort  is  not  above  her  reach,  she  has  sufficient 
endurance  to  stand  its  fire  until  she  caa  dismount  its  gims,  one  by  one ;  or,  if 
one  of  OUT  masonry-casemated  works,  qtiarry  a  hole  into  the  face  of  the  wall 
until  it  tnmhled  down  by  the  superincnmhent  weight.  The  reduction  of  forts 
by  a  vessel  of  this  class,  alone  reqmres  the  concurrence  of  many  favorable  con- 
tingencies. She  must  he  able  to  approach  close  to  it,  on  nearly  the  same  letel; 
otherwise,  the  fire  is  not  sufficient  in  either  accuracy  or  rapidity  to  diemonnt 
guns  or  drive  the  gunners  to  their  bomb-proof  shelter.  It  is  evident  that  the 
guns  in  embrasure  or  caeeraate  can  be  loaded  quiteaaqnleklyasiii  the  turret,  and 
with  entire  impunity,  while  the  turret  guns  are  turnea  away  for  loading.  This 
gun  can  then  be  carefully  aimed  at  position  of  the  ports,  and  flred,  when  the 
turcet  revolves,  so  as  to  expose  the  port,  giving,  at  least,  equal  chances  of  dis- 
abling the  turret  guru  After  we  deliver  our  lire,  if  we  do  not  dismount  the 
gun,  they  reload  without  risk  for  another  trial.  It  is,  of  course,  always  to  he 
presumed  that  the  crew  of  an  iron-clad  vessel  is  composed  of  picked  men,  while 
all  the  forts  cannot  be  provided  with  such  gunners,  nor  with  guns  of  heavy 
calibre. 

Fourth.  She  can  iiin  hy  any  fortification  now  in  existence,  being,  in  my 
opinion,  invulnerable  to  shot  of  eight-inch  aad  lower  calibres.  The  chances  of 
hitting,  with  monster  calibres,  are  so  small  as  scarcely  to  he  taken  into  account. 

Fifth.  A  solid  shot,  of  ten-inch  aad  higher  calibres,  fired  with  heavy  charges, 
striking  near  the  same  spot  half  a  dozen  times  at  short  ranges,  would  dislocate 
the  turret  plates,  drive  in  fragments,  and  end  by  coming  through. 

Sixth.  That  she  i-equires  very  considerable  changes  in  the  mode  of  ventila- 
tion, during  action,  to  enable  her  to  be  fought  in  warm  weather,  and  that  it  is 
impossible  that  she  shotdd  go  to  sea  until  these  changes  have  been  made. 

IJot withstanding  the  recent  battle  in  Hampton  Koads,  and  the  exploits  of  the 
plated  gunboats  in  the  western  rivers,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  protecting  the 
guns  and  gunners  do^  not,  except  in  special  cases,  compensate  for  the  greatly 
diminished  quantity  of  artillery,  slow  speed,  and  inferior  accuracy  of  fire,  and 
that,  for  general  purposes,  wooden  ships,  shell  guns,  and  forts,  whether  for 
offence  or  defence,  nave  not  yet  been  superseded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEPFERS, 
lAeutenant,  Commaiiding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouqh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Passage  of  the  New  Ironsides  to  HaTwpton  Roads. 

United  States  Kew  Ironsides, 

Hampttm  Roads,  August  27,  1868. 

Sir  :  1  have  tlie  lionor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  here,  after  a  passage  of 
twenty-four  hours  from  Delaware  bi-eakwater.  Fortunately,  I  could  not  have 
selected  a  more  favorable  moment  to  come  out,  as  tlie  aea  haa  beea  smooth  and 
the  wind  very  light. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  it  ^could  be  hardly  expected  that  a  very  favorable 
report  could  be  made  upon  tlie  first  perfovmance  of  so  novel  a  vessel,  despatched 
with  such  unprecedented  haste  as  tlijs  was  from  Philadelphia. 

I  think,  considering  eveiything,  there  is  much  leas  to  do,  to  alter  and  repair, 
than  could  have  been  anticipated,  rfter  the  tiial  of  such  a  vessel,  consti'ucted 
aud  equipped  as  the  New  Ironsides  has  been. 

It  is  but  just  to  the  conti-actors  to  state  that  they  have  done  all  they  could, 
Bnder  the  circumstances,  to  make  everything  complete. 

The  ship  has  made  an  average,  fi'om  the  breakwater,  of  about  five  and  a  quarter 
knots.  Any  attempt  to  increase  her  speed  beyond  that  (which  was  done  several 
times,  and  easily  done)  rendered  her  unmanageable  by  the  helm.  The  rudder 
must  be  altered,  which  can  be  easily  done,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  my 
judgment,  that  her  masts  and  spars  be  returned  to  her.  Without  them,  nothing 
can  be  done  with  the  ship  in  a  gale  of  wind.  She  would  be  utterly  unmanage- 
able !  she  could  not  be  kept  bead  to  sea,  nor  could  I  acud  her — the  consequence 
would  be  she  would  be  constantly  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  and  her  decks  would 
be  swept,  bulwarks,  boats,  and  everything.  I  hope  the  honorable  Secretary 
may  be  pleased  to  direct  that  her  masts,  spars,  rigging,  and  sails  may  be  sent 
from  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  possible.  "Whilst  that  is  being  done,  the  contract- 
ors wiU  make  every  alteration  that  is  required  without  detaining  her  beyond 
that  time.  They  have  already  ordered  down  mechanics,  who  aie  here  to  com- 
mence the  work  to  be  doae. 

There  is  nothing  whatever  to  diseourage  me  from  entertaining  the  highest 
hopes  of  the  perfect  success  of  the  New  Ii-onsides.  I  anticipated  great  slug- 
gishness in  her  movements  when  at  sea,  owing  to  the  ma^s  of  solid  weight  upon 
her.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  been  most  agreeably  disappointed;  she  is  light, 
active,  buoyant,  in  her  rolling  motion,  and  will,  I  Uiink,  prove  a  good  sea-boat. 

Quite  a  leak  has  been  discovered  on  her  starboard  side,  which  will  have  to  be 
stopped,  and  there  are  several  small  matters  which  will  be  remedied  as  soon  aa 
the  workmen  get  on  board. 

The  galley  was  made  for  160  men,  the  complement  of  the  ship  originally 
intended.  There  are  now  four  hundred  on  board — none  too  many ;  consequently, 
my  crew  are  sufiering  in  their  meals,  and  are  absolutely  living  upon  raw  beef 
and  pork,  in  a  measure,  which  has  produced  much  diarrhcea  on  board.  I  tliink 
it  may  be  necessary  to  send  a  galley  from  the  Washington  yard,  for  I  doubt  if 
these  persona  aro  in  the  habit  of  constructing  galleys  to  accommodate  so  many 
persons. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report  that  a  vessel  last  night  ran  into  me  coming  up 
the  bay,  and  was  considerably  injured.  The  fault  was  all  their  own,  trying  to 
cross  my  bow. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respecd'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TUENER,  Captam. 

Hon.  G-iDEON  Welles, 

Secrelaiy  of  the  l^avy. 
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United  Statgs  Steameb  New  Ironsides, 

Of  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  Aitgast  27,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Gf,  J.  Pendergrast,  "to  proceed  in  the 
New  Ironsides  aa  far  as  Fortress  Monroe,  to  see  to  the  working  of  the  engines, 
and  to  report  npoa  the  perfoiTnance  of  the  ma^hiuery  in  all  respects,"  I  hare 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

The  !New  Ironsides  left  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia  on  the  afternoon  of 
Thnraday,  21st  instant,  drawing  fifteen  feet  six  inches  forward  and  fifteen  feet 
one  inch  aft;  engines  making  from  forty-eight  to  fifty-two  revolutions — working 
well — and  none  of  the  journals  heating.  The  ship  was  anchored  off  League 
island  during  the  night  of  the  31st,  and  proceeded  down  the  river  on  the  22d, 
the  engines  and  all  thfiir  appendages  pei-forming  excellently  well;  the  boilers 
steaming  easily  with  natural  draught,  furnishing  steam  for  fifty-two  revolutions 
of  the  engines.  The  greatest  speed  logged  was  seven  knots,  with  48.2  revo- 
lutions. 

On  the  23d  the  ship  proceeded  down  the  river  and  hay  to  the  breakwater, 
the  engines  performing  well.  The  maximnm  vacuum  (of  the  fresh  water  sur- 
face condenser)  obtained  was  twenty-six  inches. 

The  ship  left  her  anchorage  at  the  breakwater  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th, 
and  proceeded  to  sea,  making  the  ran  from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Cape  Henry  in 
twenty-four  hours.  During  this  ran  the  engines  wei-e  not  workeS  up  to  the 
maximum  development  of  their  power  in  conseq^uenee  of  the  effect  on  the  steer- 
ing, which  was  difficult,  uneven,  and  tortuous.  The  patent  log  gave  the  dis- 
tance of  5,7  knots  irom  six  p.  m.  of  the  25th  to  four  a.  m.  of  the  26th,  {ten 
hours,)  or  5j^^  knots  per  hour  for  ten  hours. 

The  average  consumption  of  coal  per  hour  for  47,S  revolutions  per  minute 
was  3,123  pounds.  The  average  consumption  of  coal  per  hour  for  50  revolu- 
tions of  engines  per  minute  was  about  3,200  pounds,  or  34  tons  640  pounds  per 
day  for  a  speed  of  about  six  knots  per  hour,  the  ship  drawing  fifteen  feet. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  a  more  favorable  result  will  be  produced  after 
the  firemen  have  had  moi-e  experience  in  the  management  of  the  fires. 

I  also  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  steam  log  for  reference,  and  also  the 
indicator  diagrams. 

The  draught  of  the  ship  is  now,  as  near  as  can  he  ascertained,  fifteen  feet 
forward  aiid  art. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 
Cldef  Engineer,  United  States  Navy. 

Hon.  G-ioEoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  O. 


Passage  of  the  Passaic  from  Washington  to  Hampton  Roads. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Passaic, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  26,  1863. 
Sir  r  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  my  vessel  at  this  place  to-day 
at  10  a.  ra.  I  was  towed  from  Aquia  creek  by  the  steamer  Mount  Washing- 
ton, which  was  sent  from  Hampton  Koads  by  Eear-Admiral  Lee  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  engine  worked  very  well,  but  the  foaming  has  only  been  corrected 
to  a  moderate  extent,  and  prevented  more  than  fifty  revolutions  to  be  made  per 
minute.  This  gave  a  speed,  while  alone  and  in  the  rivers,  of  from  four  and  a 
half  to  five  and  a  half  miles  per  hour,  depending  on  the  tide,  and  when  in  tow, 
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J  forty  revolutioaa,  with  a  perfectly  Gmootli  bay,  only  five  aud  a  lialf 
miles  an  hour  could  be  made  from  Smith's  point  to  Hampton  Itoads,  As  I 
doubt  much  om-  ever  being  able  to  get  the  full  number  of  revolutions  of  which 
the  engine  is  supposed  to  be  capable,  and,  even  supposing  it  could  be  done,  am 
satisfied  that  it  will  not  add  more  than  a  mile  per  hour  to  the  speed,  I  think  it 
will  be  a  cause  of  disappointment  if  the  vessels  of  this  class  are  looked  upon  as 
more  than  steam-batteries,  to  be  towed  from  point  to  point  in  fine  weather,  and, 
in  my  case  at  least,  rendered  much  less  seaworthy  than  would  otherwise  have 
been  the  case,  owing  to  the  great  eri-or  in  the  calculation  of  draught,  which,  by 
bringing  the  deck  almost  to  the  water,  not  only  takes  away  from  buoyancy,  bat 
greatly  increases  the  difiiculty  of  getting  coal  or  provisions,  except  in  yei-y  es- 
ceptioual  circumstances. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON",  Captain. 
Hon.  GiDBow  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington. 


Passage  of  the  Passaic  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Bemfort. 

Umted  States  Ibon-clad  Passaic, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  January  2,  1863. 

Sib  ;  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  yesterday  at  five  p.  m.,  hav- 
ing left  Hampton  Itoads  on  the  99th  ultimo  in  tow  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  weather  continued  fine  until  meridian  of  the  30th,  Cape  Hatteraa  light- 
house then  bearing  west,  and  having  averaged  up  to  that  time  five  miles  an 
hour,  we  carrying  twenty-seven  pounds  of  steam. 

The  wind  now  commenced  freshening  from  the  SW,,  causing  the  vessel  to 
pitch  and  labor  a  good  deal,  and,  in  consequence,  to  make  water  rapidly  through 
the  lower  part  of  the  tun-et  and  in  the  bow  where  the  armor  bulkhead  joins  the 
main  body  of  the  vessel ;  and  the  limbere  becoming  choked  under  the  boilers, 
where  they  could  not  be  reached,  made  it  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing 
the  water  from  the  foi-ward  part  into  the  engine-room,  where  it  could  be  taken  up 
by  the  steam-pumps,  to  depend  on  a  hand  force-pnmp  and  buckets.  By  this 
means  the  water  was  kept  down  to  about  twelve  inches ;  but  as  early  as  four 
o'clock  I  bad  commenced  a  signal  to  the  State  of  Geoi^ia  to  stand  to  the  north- 
ward, satisfied  that  there  was  no  other  way  of  checking  the  bow  leak  and  gene- 
ral strain.  There  being,  however,  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather,  I  determined 
to  hold  on.  The  change  being,  however,  only  temporary,  at  nine  and  a  half  p. 
m.  I  again  signaled  the  State  of  Georgia  to  run  for  a  lee  under  Hatteras,  which 
she  did. 

The  pumps  now  began  to  give  oat,  owing  to  the  rise  qf  water  washing  so 
much  dirt  into  the  bilge  as  to  choke  them,  and  in  consequence  the  engine-room 
would  not  be  kept  clear,  and  about  three  o'clock  the  water  was  within  three 
inches  of  the  fires,  some  of  which,  from  the  splashing,  were  actually  being  ex- 
tinguished. Fortunately,  when  a  little  moi-e  delay  would  have  been  fatal,  the 
engineers  by  great  exertion  managed  to  get  all  the  pumps  in  order,  and  to  once 
more  clear  the  engine-room  fioor,  which,  however,  was  on  several  occasions  after- 
wards covered  to  the  deptli  of  some  inches,  owiug  to  the  choking  of  the  limbers 
and  temporary  derangement  of  the  pumps. 

At  five  a.  m.  of  the  30th  the  wind  came  from  the  N.  NW.  As  I  was,  how- 
ever, now  nearer  Hampton  Roads  than  Beaufort,  and  the  pumps  in  a  most  un- 
satisfactory condition,  and  many  repairs  necessary,  I  determined  to  keep  on  to 
the  former  place;  but  about  one  o'clock,  the  sea  again  getting  up,  I  found  it 
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aiy,  to  check  the  increaaing  leak  in  the  bow,  to  3gaiii  etand  to  the  south- 
wai-d.  The  wind  contiuited  to  blow  hard  all  night,  and  the  vessel  to  labor  con- 
siderably and  make  a  great  deal  of  water;  but  at  Bunset  of  the  first  of  January 
I  was  off  Beanfort,  and,  fortunately,  finding  a  pilot  outside,  went  immediately 
in  and  anchored. 

During  the  heaviest  part  of  the  southwest  gale,  and  when  it  was  evident  that 
aometliing  must  be  dose  to  relieve  the  thnmping  forward,  I  threw  overhoard 
about  t«n  tons  of  scrap  iron  and  thirty-two  pounder  shot,  which  was  under  my 
cabin,  and  this  I  should  not  consider  it  safe  to  put  hack  so  long  as  the  vessel  ia 
liable  to  be  again  exposed  to  a  gale  of  wind,  which  I  do  not  think  even  then 
she  would  stand  for  any  length  of  time,  supposing  the  wind  to  be  on  shore,  so 
that  she  could  not  run  before  it  and  thus  avoid  the  enormous  strain  brought  on 
the  hull,  in  a  heavy  sea,  by  the  guards  which  surround  it.  These,  with  the 
opening  round  the  turret,  will  prevent  these  vessels  from  ever  being  safe  at  sea. 
The  turret  might,  perhaps,  be  made  comparatively  tight  could  it  be  lowered  and 
hoisted  when  necessaiy,  but  the  means  afforded  are  totally  inadequate  for  this 
purpose,  and  all  my  exertions  to  get  the  k«y  out  at  a  time  when  the  safety  of 
tho  vessel  depended  on  it  to  a  certain  extent  failed,  which  it  is  not  difficult  to 
tindei'stand  when  it  is  considered  that  all  the  appliances  of  the  Washington  yard 
were  necessary  to  force  it  in  sufficiently  to  raise  the  tuiTet  a  quarter  of  an  inch, 
and  this  only  after  the  work  of  half  a  day  or  more.  Another  great  cause  of 
trouble  we  found  to  be  the  very  incomplete  di-ainage,  the  only  means  of  com- 
municating with  the  well  being  through  the  keel,  which  is  very  easily  stopped 
up,  as  is  proved  in  our  case,  and  when  so  in  many  places,  as  under  the  boilers, 
can  only  be  reached  by  taking  out  the  coal,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that 
to  free  tlie  forward  part  of  the  vessel  we  were  obliged  to  depend  on  a  hand- 
pump  and  bailing. 

The  chain  supplied  us  is,  I  think,  too  small  and  of  an  inferior  quality,  as. 
some  of  the  studs  have  already  broken  out,  and  this,  with  the  very  great  diffi- 
culty there  would  be  to  clear  a  foul  anchor — an  accident  very  liable  to  occur, 
and  which  in  the  case  of  the  Monitor  delayed  her  leaving  Hampton  Roads — will, 
I  think,  render  these  vessels  very  liable  to  loss  if  ever  caught  by  bad  weather 
in  any  except  the  beat  protected  harbors.  I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  the 
engineer,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  some  time  will  be  required  to  repair 
damages  and  get  things  again  in  complete  order.  I  shall,  howevi>r,  do  all  in  my 
power  to  accomplish  these  objects.  Owing  in  a  great  me.ii^ure  to  a  stormy 
weather  cloth,  which  increased  the  height  of  the  turret  three  feet,  very  little 
water  came  over  it ;  but  that  caused  us  great  inconvenience  from  wetting  the 
bands  of  the  blower  engines,  which  were  made  so  slack  as  at  times  not  to  be 
able  to  turn  the  blowers.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  form  of  the  vessel  aft,  the  rud- 
der has  no  power  except  tlirough  the  water  thrown  on  it  by  tlie  propellev,  and 
then  only  when  it  is  going  at  full  speed;  when  the  engine  is  stowed  down  all 
means  of  direction  seem  to  cease.  This  might  become  serious  in  a  narrow  chan- 
nel, or  one  with  sharp  turns.  Accompanying  this  is  the  report  of  the  engineer, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,   Captain. 
Hon.  GiiJp.oK  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Stuambr  Passaic, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  January  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  When  we  left  Fovti'eaa  Monroe,  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  December, 

the  engines  and  boilers  and  all  bilge  connexions  were  working  very  well,  and 

continued  so  until  December  30,  at  IIM  p.  m.     At  that  time  the  watei'  began 
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to  gain  in  fiie-room.  The  bilge  ifljection,  bilge  pump  of  engines,  and  both 
Bteam  pnmpa  refnsed  to  work.  We  examined  them,  nnd  found  the  strainer  into 
■which  all  the  pipes  lead,  and  all  pipes,  completely  uhoked  up  with  aahea  and 
dirt.  At  the  time  the  sea  was  very  high  and  aft,  aud  tlie  ship  waa  leaking  badly 
through  engineer's  Btoreroom.  The  strainer  being  so  low  and  having  no  cover, 
the  water  being  above,  the  dirt  was  hy  motion  of  the  ship  carried  over  into  the 


We  succeeded  in  cleaning  bilge  injection  a  little,  so  that  it  worked  very  irreg- 
ularly and  kept  the  water  from  gaining  mnch,  and  at  3.30  the  following  morn- 
ing we  had  everything  clear,  with  the  exception  of  one  pump,  and  we  found 
steam  valve  of  that  broken,  and  of  couree  rendered  anfit  for  service.  The 
water  now  commenced  going  down,  bnt  it  was  at  this  time  within  three  (3) 
inches  of  fires,  and  the  rolling  of  tlie  ship  carried  the  water  up  to  the  fires  and 
nearly  quenched  three  (3)  of  them. 

At  five  o'clock  the  water  was  down  below  fire-room  Soor,  but  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  men  stationed  at  strainer  and  limber  holes  to  clean  them.  The  water 
did  on  several  occasions  afterwards  get  above  fire-room  floors,  but  only  to  the 
height  of  about  four  (4)  inches.  It  was  caused  by  the  limber  holes  stopping. 
They  ai'O  very  poorly  coneti-ucted  and  are  not  suiSciently  large,  and  not  enough  of 
them,  aud  there  is  no  way  of  getting  at  those  between  boilers  aud  turret  to  clear 
thera  without  taking  out  the  coal. 

There  is  only  one  way  for  me  to  account  for  the  water  gaining  so  fast  aft. 
■  The  sea  being  direct  aft,  did  most  certaiuly  loosen  the  projection  aatern,  and  I 
account  for  the  leak  being  forward  for  the  same  reason. 
Respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  S.  BRIGHT,  Senior  Engineer. 

Captain  Pebcival  Dkayton, 

Commanding  Iron-clad  Steamer  Passaic. 

Forwarded,  P.  DRAYTON,  Captain. 


UfJiTED  States  Iron-clad  Stbambr  Passaic, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C  January  2,  1S63. 

Slit  r  It  will  be  necessary  to  examine  the  interior  of  cylinder  air-pump  and 
condenser,  on  account  of.  using  bilge  injection  constantly  to  free  ship  of  water. 
A  large  amount  of  dirt  and  ashes  having  passed  through  the  engines,  I  am 
afraid  it  has  done  eonsidemble  damage.  There  will  have  to  be  a  larger  and 
better  strainer  made  for  the  bilge  pumpe  and  injection,  as  the  one  we  have  is 
perfectly  worthless  ;  it  is  easily  stopped  with  ashes,  &c.  It  was  the  cause  of 
the  pumps  and  injection  refusing  to  work  and  the  water  gmning  in  the  engine- 
room.  After  great  exertions  we  did  clear  the  strainer  antt  pipes  leading  to  it, 
aud  then  the  water  was  within  three  (3)  inches  of  the  grate  bars. 

AIJ  the  engine  and  steam  pumps  I'equire  a  thorough  overhauling,  and  pipes 
leading  to  sam.e  need  i-epdnng.  The  engines  require  repacking  and  brasses 
need  thorough  overhauling.  1,'he  fire-room  plates  should  be  firmly  secured  in 
their  places  to  pi'event  dirt  and  ashes  from  going  in  the  bilge.  The  blowing 
and  vacuum  engines  need  overhauling,  as  it  was  impossible  to  do  anything  to 
them  on  our  passage  hei-e. 

We  require  a  more  efficient  arrangement  for  raising  and  lowering  the  tuiTet. 
The  one  we  have  is  too  light.  We  also  require  for  engine-room  hatch  a  new 
dead-light  plate,  as  the  sea  cracked  the  one  we  have  and  i-endered  it  unfit  for 
use.  I  would  like  to  have  steam  off  the  boilers  to  examine  them,  and  also  to 
make  some  new  joints  on  steam-pipes,  aa  some  of  them  leak  very  badly. 
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I  have  notiMd  that  whilst  at  sea,  a  gteat  quaotity  of  water  comes  in  d 
through  the  engineer's  storei-oom,  and  also  in  coal  bonkers.     It  seemB  to  com 
from  the  projection  of  tlie  sides — strained,  no  doubt. 
Very  i-eepectfully,  youv  obedient  sei-vant, 

GEO.  S.  BRIGPIT,  Senior  Engineer. 
Captain  Percival  Dbayton, 

C'ommandi-ng  U.  S.  Iron-dad  Sleajncr  Passaic. 

jPorwavcled. 

PEKCIVAL  DEAYTON". 


Loss  of  the.  Moniior. 

Heporl  qf  Aeling  Se-ir-Admiral  8.  J'.  Lf.e. 

United  States  ITlag-Steamer  Philaoklphia, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  -January  3,  1863. 
SiH ;  I  have  the  painful  duty  to  perform  of  reporting  the  loss  of  the  Monitor 
at  sea,  south  of  Oape  Hatteras,  on  Taesday  night,  the  30tli  ultimo.     I  am  in- 
formed ^^-^  Commander  Annsfrong  that  two  officers  and  twenty-eight  men  of  the 
Monitor  and  Rhode  Island  were  drowned.     See  bis  report  enclosed. 

The  Passaic  is  at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina.  Both  these  vessels  departed 
from  the  roadft  in  good  wetither.  I  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  their  commanders 
to  choose  the  weather  aud  time  of  their  departure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  youvs, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admircd,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Second  Tfjiort  nf  A(^g  Bmr-Aikimal  S.  P.  Lee. 

United  States  Flao-Stbamer  Phfladelphia, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  January  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  Btthmit  the  following  report,  based  on  the  imports  received  by  me  from 
Commander  Bankliead,  of  the  Monitor,  and  Commander  Trencbai-d,  of  the 
Rhode  Island.  *  .  »  #  #  »  *  » 

Commander  J .  P.  Bankhead,  commaHding  the  Monitor,  reports  to  me  that  be 
left  the  roads  Monday,  29th  ultimo,  at  3.30  p.  m.,  with  light  southwest  wind, 
ctedr,  pleasant  weather,  and  every  pi-oapect  of  its  continuing  so.  At  6  p.  m.  be 
passed  Oape  Henry ;  water  smooth,  and  everything  working  well,  Tne  same 
good  weather  continued  daring  the  night  and  until  5  a.  m.  on  Tuesday,  the  30tb, 
when  the  Monitor  felt  a  swell  from  the  southward,  and  a  slight  increase  of  wind 
from  southwest,  the  sea  breaking  over  the  pUot-house  and  striking  the  base  of 
the  tower ;  speed  about  five  knots.  Until  6  p.  m.  the  weather  was  rai-iable, 
with  occasional  squalls  of  wind  aud  rain,  with  less  swell  in  the  afternoon. 
Bilge  ptimps  were  amply  sufficient  to  keep  her  free.  At  7  p.  m.  the  wind  hauled 
more  to  the  southward,  increased  and  caused  sea  to  rise,  the  computed  position 
being  fifteea  miles  south  of  Oape  Hattcras.  At  this  tirne  the  Monitor  was 
yawing  and  towing  badly,  the  vessel  working  and  making  more  water ;  the 
Wortbington  pumps  were  set  to  work  and  the  centrifagal  pumps  got  ready.  At 
8  p.  m.  the  sea  was  rising  rapidly,  {the  Monitor  plunging  beavily,)  completely 
submerging  pilot-house,  and  at  times  entering  the  turret. and  blower  pipes.   When 
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she  rose  to  the  swell,  the  flat  under  surface  of  the  projecting  armor  would  come 
down  with  great  force,  causing  considerable  ahock  to  the  vessel.  Shopping  the 
Rhode  Island,  which  was  towing  her,  did  not  make  the  Monitor  ride  easier  or 
cause  her  to  make  less  water,  as  she  would  then  fall  off  and  roll  heavily  in  the 
trough  of  the  sea.  The  centi'ifagal  pump  was  at  length  started,  the  others 
failing  to  keep  the  water  down.  With  all  the  pumps  working  well,  the  water 
continued  rising,  and  at  1(1  p.  m.,  after  a  fair  trial  of  the  pamps,  and  the  water 
still  gaining  rapidly,  Oommander  Bankhead  made  signal  of^  distreea,  cut  the 
hawser,  steamed  close  to  and  under  the  lee  of  the  Rhode  Island,  received  two 
hoats  from  her  and  ordered  the  crew  of  the  Monitor  to  leave  her — a  daiigeroua 
operation,  as  the  sea  was  breaking  heavily  over  the  deck.  The  two  vessels 
touched,  and,  owing  to  the  sharp  how  and  sides  of  the  Monitor,  the  Rhode 
Island  was  endangered  and  she  Bteataed  ahead  a  little.  At  11.30  p,  m.  the 
water  was  gaining  rapidly,  though  all  the  purops  were  in  full  play,  the  engine 
working  slowly,  and  the  sea  breaking  badly  over  the  vessel,  making  it  dangerous 
to  leave  the  turret.  At  this  time  several  men  were  supposed  to  have  been 
washed  overboard.  The  engine  and  pmnpa  soon  ceased  to  work,  the  water 
having  put  the  fire  out.  While  waiting  for  return  of  boats,  bailing  was  resorted 
to.  As  the  Monitor  was  now  laboring  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  Oommander 
Bankhead  let  go  the  anchor,  which  brought  her  head  to  sea.  The  vessel  filling 
rapidly,  Oommander  Bankhead  ordered  the  twenty-five  or  thirty  men,  then  left 
on  hoard,  to  leave  ia  the  boats  then  approaching  cantiottaly,  as  the  sea  was 
breaking  violently  over  the  Monitor's  submerged  deck.  In  this  perilous  posi- 
tion, Commander  Bankhead  held  a  boat's  painter  until  as  many  men  coiiid  get 
in  as  the  boat  could  carry.  Some  men  left  in  the  tun-et,  terrified  by  the  peril, 
declined  to  come  down,  and  are  supposed  to  have  perished.  Oommander  Bank- 
head  did  not  leave  his  vessel  so  long  as  he  coidd  do  anything  towards  saving 
his  crew,  in  which  efforts  lie  was  ably  assisted  by  Commander  Ti-encJiard,  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Rhode  Island. 

When  the  crew  of  the  Monitor  was  mustered  on  hoard  the  Rhode  Island, 
four  officers  and  twelve  men  were  found  missing,  some  of  whom  it  is  hoped 
were  picked  up  or  survived  the  gale  in  the  Rhode  Island's  boat.  A  list  of  the 
Monitor's  missing  is  enclosed  in  Commaader  Bankhead's  report  of  the  Sd 
instant,  accompanying  this  report ;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Weeks  sufl'eri^d 
amputation  of  three  fingers,  his  hand  having  been  badly  jammed. 

Commander  Bankhead  speaks  warmly  of  tlie  good  conduct  of  the  officers  aud 
crew,  witli  but  few  exceptions.  He  commends  partiealaily  Tjieutenant  Samuel 
D,  Greene,  his  executive  officer,  and  Acting  Master  L.  N.  Stodder,  as  worthy 
of  all  praise.  He  wai-mly  praises  tlie  deportment  of  Acting  Maatei-'s  Mate 
Peter  Williams,  and  Quartermaster  Eichard  Anjier;  the  latter  would  Dot  desert 
the  ship  until  his  commander  left. 

The  officers  and  crew  lost  everything.  They  will,  the  latter  at  least,  doubt- 
less receive  appropriate  relief  from  the  goverument. 

Oommander  Ti'enchard,  commanding  the  Rhode  Island,  with  the  Monitor  in 
tow,  left  on  Monday,  December  29,  at  S.30  p.  m.,  vrith  wind  light  from  SW., 
sea  smooth,  and  weather  favorable  that  night,  and  next  day,  the  30th,  the  Moni- 
tor towing  easily.  At  1  p.  m.  on  the  30th,  Hatteras  light  bore  W.SW.,  distant 
14  miles;  at  sunset  it  borcNW.,  distant  17  miles,  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
with  the  Passaic  in  tow,  to  the  northwai-d  and  eastward;  the  wind  was  then 
light  from  SW.,  with  indications  of  good  weather.  Between  8  and  9  p.  m.  the 
wind  hauled  more  to  the  southward,  and  freshened  with  rainy  and  squally 
weather.  At  11  p.  m.,  when  SO  miles  8.SW.  of  Hatteras,  the  Monitor  made 
signal  of  distress,  at  which  Oommander  Trencbard  sent  his  two  largest  boats  to 
her  assistance ;  one  of  them,  the  launch,  was  stove  under  the  quarter  of  the 
Rhode  Island  by  the  Monitor.  While  the  Monitor  was  in  that  position,  ropes 
were  thrown  to  her  from  the  Rhode  Island ;  but  SO  reluctant  was  the  crew  of 
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the  Monitor  to  lea-ve  the  veaafil  that  they  did  not  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  save  themselves.  Acting  Master's  Mate  D.  E.  Brown,  of  the  Rhode 
Island,  twice  bi'ought  that  vessel's  first  cntter  ftill  of  men  from  the  Monitor;  he 
attempted  a  third  trip,  probably  through  a  misundertJtanding  of  orders,  and  did 
not  retiivn,  though  waited  for  that  night,  and  sesirched  for  next  day,  the  31st. 
There  is  room  to  hope  that  this  boat,  with  its  crew,  and  probably  with  some  of 
the  missing  Monitor's  men,  survived  the  gale.  Commander  TVenchard  com- 
mends the  skill  and  good  conduct  of  Acting  Master's  Mates  D.  B.  Brown  and 
Stovens,  of  D.  T.  Oompton,  cockswain,  and  the  missing  crew  of  the  cutter,  a  list 
of  which  is  enclosed  in  Commander  Trenchard'a  report  of  January  8,  accom- 
pany iBg  this. 

I  hope  that  the  dependent  fsimilies  of  the  dead  will  receive  the  relief  needed 
by  their  losses,  and  the  faithful  survivors  the  consideration  deserved  for  their 
good  conduct.  *■•  *  •  *  *  *  » 

Herewith  I  forward — 

(A.)  Report  of  Commander  J.  C.  Bankliead  (laic  of  the  Monitor)  to  Acting 
Reaj'-Admiral  Lee,  dated  January  3,  and  eiiclosiag  (1)  his  detailed  report  of 
January  1 ;  (2)  the  report  of  his  senior  engineer ;  (3)  list  of  missing. 

(B.)  Report  of  Commander  Trenchard  (commanding  the  Rhode  Island)  to 
Acting  Real-- Admiral  Lee,  dated  January  3,  and  eaclosing  (1)  list  of  missing. 

(0.)  Report  of  Commander  J.  F.  Armstrong  (commanding  l;he  State  of 
Georgia)  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Lee,  dated  January  3. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral.  Gom/manding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the.  Navy,  Wnshingtmi,  D.  C. 


Deport  of  Commander  .1.  /',  Uankliead. 

United  States  Steamgk  Rhode  Island, 

Hampton  Roada,  January  3,  1S63. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  that  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer 
Monitor  foundered  at  sea  at  abottt  1  a.  m.  of  the  31st  day  of  December,  1862, 
with  a  loss  of  four  officers  and  twelve  men  missing,  some  of  whom  may  possibly 
have  been  saved.  I  enclose  herewith  a  detailed  account  of  the  loss  of  the  ves- 
sel, with  tlie  probable  cause,  the  report  of  the  senior  engineer,  and  a  list  of  the 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  s 

J.  P.  B^NKHEAD, 
CoTrvmander  United  States  Steamer  Monitor. 
Acting  Reai-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Rhode  Island, 

January  1,  1863. 
Str  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Monitor  left  Hampton  Roads, 
in  tow  of  the  United  States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  on  the  29th  of  IJecember, 
1S6S,  at  3.30  p.  m ,  wind  light  at  SW.,  weather  clear  and  pleasant,  and  cveiy 
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prospect  of  its  contiimatioi).     Passed  Oape  Henry  at  C  p.  m.;  watur  smooth,  and 
everything  woiking  well.    ■ 

During  tlie  night  the  weather  contianed  the  same  until  5  a.  m.,  when  we  hegau 
to  experience  a  swell  from  the  southward,  with  a  alight  increase  of  the  wind  from 
the  SW.,  the  sea  breaking  oTer  the  pilot-house  forward  and  striking  the  hase  of 
the  "  tower,"  but  not  with  sufficient  force  to  break  over  it.  Foand  that  the  pack- 
ing of  oakum  under  and  around  the  bj^e  of  the  tower  had  loosened  somewhat 
from  the  working  of  tlie  tower,  as  the  vessel  pitched  and  rolled.  Speed  at  this 
time  about  five  knots ;  ascertained  from  the  engineer  of  the  watch  that  the  bilge 
piimpa  kept  her  perfectly  free,  occasionally  "  sucking."  Felt  no  apprehension 
at  the  time.  The  weather  during  the  day,  aad  until  6  p.  m.,  waa  vai-iable,  with 
occasional  squalls  of  wind  and  rain,  and  towards  evening  the  swell  somewhat 
decreased,  the  bilge  piimps  being  found  amply  sufficient  to  keep  her  cleai'  of  the  , 
water  that  penetrated  through  the  sight-hole  of  the  pilot- hbuse,  hawser-hole,  and 
base  of  tower,  (all  of  which  liad  been  well  calked  previous  to  leaving.)  At 
7.30  the  wind  hauled  more  to  the  south,  increasing  in  strength,  and  causing  the 
aea  to  rise.  Computed  position  at  this  time  about  15  miles  suuth  of  Capo  Hat- 
teras  shoab.  Found  the  vessel  towed  badly,  yawing  very  much,  and  with  the 
increased  motion  making  somewhat  more  water  around  the  base  of  the  tower. 
Ordered  engineer  to  put  on  the  Wortbington  pump  bilge  injection,  and  get  the 
centrifugal  pump  ready,  and  report  to  me  immediately  if  he  perceived  any  in- 
crease of  the  water.  8  p.  m.:  the  sea  abont  this  time  commenced  to  rise  very 
rapidly,  causing  the  vessel  to  plunge  heavily,  completely  submerging  the  pilot- 
house, and  washing  over  aud  into  Uie  turret,  and  at  times  into  the  blower  pipes. 
Observed  that  when  she  rose  to  the  swell,  the  flat  under  surface  of  the  projecting 
armor  would  come  down  with  great  force,  caKsing  a  considerable  shock  to  the 
vessel  and  turret,  thereby  loosening  still  more  the  packing  around  its  base. 
Signalized  several  times  to  the  Rhode  Island  to  stop,  in  order  that  I  might  as- 
certain if,  by  so  doing,  she  would  ride  easier,  or  decrease  the  influx  of  water, 
but  could  perceive  no  difference,  the  vessel  falling  off  immediately  into  the 
trough  of  the  sea  and'  rolling  heavily.  The  engineer  at  this  time  reported  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  start  the  centrifugal  pump,  as  the  others  failed  to  keep 
the  water  under.  Ordered  him  to  do  so  immediately,  and  report  to  me  the 
effect.  Sea  continued  to  rise,  the  vessel  striking  lieavily  forward.  The  engi- 
neer reported  that  the  pumps  were  all  working  wdl,  hut  produced  no  effect  upon 
the  water,  whicli  by  this  time  had  risen  several  inchsM  above  the  level  of  the' 
en^e-room  floor. 

About  10.30  p.  m.,  having  given  the  pumps  a  fair  trial,  and  finding  the  water 
gaining  rapidly  upon  us,  I  detaTuined  to  make  the  pi-econcerted  signal  of  dis- 
tress, which  was  immediately  answered  by  the  Ehode  Island.  I  ranged  up  close , 
to  her  and  reported  that  the  water  was  gaining  rapidly  upon  ns,  aad  req^uested 
her  commander  to  send  boats  to  take  off  tlie  crew.  Finding  that  the  heavy 
stream-cable  used  to  tow  the  Monitor  rendered  the  vessel  unmanageable  while 
hanging  slack  to  her  bow,  and  being  under  the  absolute  necessity  of  working 
the  engines  to  keep  the  pumps  going,  I  ordered  it  to  be  cut,  and  ran  down  close 
undei'  the  lee  of  ibe  Bhnde  Island,  at  times  almost  touching  her.  Water  con- 
tinued to  gain  upon  the  pumps,  and  was  now  above  the  "ash- pita."  Two  boats 
reached  us  from  the  Rhode  Island,  when  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Green  to  put  as 
many  men  into  them  as  they  could  ■  safely  cai'ry.  While  getting  the  men  into 
the  boats  (a  very  dangerous  operation,  caused  by  the  heavy  sea  breaking  entirely 
over  the  deck)  the  vessels  touched  slightly,  nearly  crushing  the  boat,  and  eudan- 

fering  the  Rhode  Island  herself,  as  our  sharp  how  and  sides  would  undoubtedly 
ave  stove  her  near  the  water's  edge  had  she  struck  upon  us  heavily.  The 
Rhode  Island  steamed  slightly  ahead,  and  the  vessels  separated  a  short  distance. 
At  11.30,  my  engines  working  slowly,  and  all  the  pumps  in  full  play,  but  water 
5  rapidly ;  sea  very  heavy,  and  breaking  entirely  over  the  vessel,  render- 
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ing  it  extremly  haaardous  to  leave  the  tmret;  in  fact,  several  men  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  washed  overboard  at  thiR  time. 

While  waiting  for  the  boats  to  return,  the  eagineer  reported  that  the  engines 
had  ceaaed  to  work,  and  shortly  after  all  the  pumps  stopped  also,  the  water 
putting  out  theiirea,  and  leaving  no  pressure  of  ateam.  A  bailing  party  had 
been  previously  organiaed,  not  »o  much  with  any  hope  of  diminishing  the  water, 
but  more  aa  an  occupation  for  the  men.  The  engine  being  stopped,  and  no 
longer  able  to  keep  the  vessel  head  to  sea,  ahe  having  fallen  off  into  the  trough 
and  rolling  ao  heavily  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  boats  to  approach  us,  I  or- 
dered the  anchor  to  be  let  go  and  all  the  chain  given  her,  in  hopes  that  it  might 
bring  her  up.  Fortunately  it  did  ao,  and  she  once  more  swung  round,  head  to 
wind.  By  this  time,  finding  the  vessel  filling  rapidly,  and  the  deck  on  a  level 
with  the  water,  I  ordered  all  the  men  left  on  board  to  leave  the  tureet  and  en- 
deavor to  get  into  the  two  boats  which  were  then  approaching  ua.  I  think  at 
that  time  there  were  about  tweuty-iive  or  thirty  men  on  hoard.     The  boate  ap- 

Sroaehed  veiy  cautiously,  as  the  se^  was  breaking  upon  our  now  submerged 
eck  with  great  violence,  washing  several  men  overboard,  one  of  whom  was 
afterwards  picked  up  by  the  hoars.  I  secured  the  painter  of  one  of  the  boats, 
{which,  by  the  use  of  ita  oara,  was  prevented  from  striking  the  side,)  and  made 
as  many  get  into  her  aa  she  would  safely  hold  in  the  heavy  sea  that  wao  running. 
There  were  several  men  atill  left  upon  and  in  the  tuiTet,  who,  either  stupefied 
by  fear,  or  fearful  of  hei'ng  washed  overboard  in  the  attempt  to  reach  the  boats, 
would  not  come  down,  and  are  supposed  to  have  gone  down  in  the  vessel.  Peel- 
ing that  I  had  done  everything  in  my  power  to  save  the  vessel  and  crew,  I 
jumped  into  the  already  deeply-laden  boat  and  left  the  Monitor,  whose  heavy, 
sluggish  motion  gave  evidence  that  she  coiild  float  hut  a  short;  tioie  longer. 
Shortly  after  we  reached  the  Rhode  Island  she  disappeared. 

I  must  testify  to  the  imtiring  efforts  and  zeal  displayed  by  Captain  Trenchaid 
and  his  officers  in  their  attemjits  to  rescue  the  crew  of  the  Monitor,  It  wm  an 
extiemely  hazardous  undertaking,  rendered  particularly  so  by  the  heavy  sea  and 
the  difficulty  in  approaching'  the  Monitor. 

While  regretting  those  that  were  lost,  it  is  still  a  matter  of  congratulation  that 
ao  many  were  saved  under  the  circumstances.  There  is  some  reason  to  hope 
that  a  boat,  which  is  still  missing,  may  have  succeeded  in  saving  those  left  on 
board,  or  may  have  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  vessel  in  time  to  have  picked  up 
some  of  them  as  she  went  doivn.  Upon  mustering  the  officers  and  crew  on 
board  the  Rhode  Island,  four  officers  and  twelve  men  were  found  to  be  missing, 
a  list  of  whom  I  herewith  enclose,  as  well  as  the  report  of  Second  Assistant 
Engineer  Watters,  acting  chief  engineer. 

I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Monitor  must  have  sprung  a  leak  some- 
where in  tlie  forward  part,  where  the  hull  joins  on  to  the  armor,  add  that  it  was 
caused  by  the  heavy  shocks  received  as  she  came  down  upon  the  sea. 

ITie  bilge  pumps  alone,  up  to  7  p.  m.,  had  easily  kept  her  free,  and  when  we 
find  that  all  her  pumps  a  abort  time  after,  with  a  mioimum  capacity  of  2,000 
gallons  per  minute,  not  only  failed  to  diminish  the  water,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
made  no  perceptible  change  in  its  gradual  increase,  we  must  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  tiiere  are,  at  least,  good  grounds  for  my  opinion. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  must  testify  to  the  coolness,  prempt  obedience, 
and  absence  of  any  approach  to  panic  on  the  part  of  the  of&cers,  and  with  but 
few  exceptions  on  that  of  the  crew,  many  of  whom  were  at  sea  for  tlie  first  time, 
and  (it  must  he  admitted)  under  circumstances  that  were  well  calculated  to  ap- 
pal the  boldest  heart  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  admiral  and 
of  the  department  to  the  particular  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant  G-reene  and  Acting 
Master  L.  N.  Stodder,  who  remained  with  me  until  the  last,  and  by  theii'  es- 
ample  and  hearing  did  mncli  towards  inspiring  confidence  and  obedience  on  the 
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part  of  others.  I  must  also  ntention  favovflbly  Acting  Master'ij  Mate  Petev  Wil- 
liams, and  Richard  Anjier,  qwarterraaster,  who  both  showed  on  that  occasion 
the  hig'test  qualities  of  men  and  seamen.  The  latter  remained  at  his  post,  at 
the  wheel,  wheu  the  vessel  was  sinking,  .and  when  told  by  me  to  get  into  the 
boat,  replied,  "  No,  sir,  not  till  you  go." 

Th'e  oiScers  and  crew  have  lost  everything  but  the  clothes  they  wore  at  the 
time  they  were  reactied. 

There  were  no  seiioaa  injuries  received,  with  the  exception  of  Acting  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Gr.  M.  Weeks,  who  jammed  his  hand  so  badly  as  to  require  a 
pai-tial  amputation  of  several  of  his  fingers. 

Every  attention  and  kindness  has  been  shown  to  us  by  Captain  Tienchard 
imd  his  ofBeers,  to  whom  we  all  feel  deeply  grat«fal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BANKHEAD,  C<m.mander. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Biachadiiig  Squadron. 


TInltuu  States  Steamer  EnoDfi  Island, 

At  sea,  January  1,  1S63. 

Sia:  The  following  ia  a  report  of  the  enaditioii  of  the  engines  and  pumps 
eonnectoti  with  the  engineer's  department  of  the  United  States  irou-clad  Moni- 
tor on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  December,  1862.  Between  the  hours  of  8  aod 
9  p.  m.  of  that  evening  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Bankhead.  to  examine 
and  have  ready  for  nse  all  pumps  connected  with  the  engineer's  department; 
an  order  which  I  promptly  obeyed. 

I  immediately  went  in  the  engine-room,  and  found  the  bilge  pump  connected 
with  the  main  engine  in  good  condition  and  working  well,  aa  it  had  been  during 
the  day.  I  bad  the  discbarge-pipe  of  the  centrifugal  pump  connected  to  its 
proper  place,  and  all  ready  for  use,  and  before  leaving  the  engine-i-oom  I  gave 
orders  to  Mr,  Hands,  the  engineer  then  on  duty,  in  ease  the  water  should  in 
crease  to  let  me  know,  and  at  the  same  time  to  start  the  Worthington  pump, 
and  use  the  bilge  injection.  I  tlien  left  the  engine-room,  and  reported  to  Cap- 
tain Banlthead  that  all  pumps  were  ready  for  use.  In  a  few  minutes  I  returned 
to  the  engine-room  again,  and  found  the  water  about  one  inch  deep  on  the  en- 
gine-room floor.  The  Worthington  pump  and  bilge  injection  at  that  time  were 
both  in  use.  I  remained  in  the  engine-room,  and  finding  that  the  water  did  not 
decrease,  I  had  tlie  centrifugal  pump  started.  It  worked  well  and  constant,  but 
still  the  water  increased.  I  reported  to  Captain  Bankhead  that  I  would  have  to 
reduce  the  spe«d  of  the  main  engines  in  order  to  save  steam  for  the  use  of  the 
Worthington  and  centrifugal  pumps.  The  ash-pits  at  that  lame  were  more  than 
half  full  of  water,  allowing  hut  very  little  air  to  reach  the  fires.  At  the  same 
time  the  blowers,  used  for  producing  a  current  of  air  to  the  fires,  were  throwing 
a  great  amount  of  water.  The  speed  of  the  main  engines  was  reduced,  but  still 
the  presBin'e  of  steain  deci'cased,  and  the  amount  of  water  in  the  ship  increased, 
until  it  i-eached  the  fires  and  gradually  extinguished  them.  The  pressure  of 
Steam  in  the  boilera  at  that  time  was  five  pounds  per  square  inch,  and  the 
main  engine  stopped;  the  Worthington  and  centrifugal  pumps  still  working 
slowly,  liut  finally  stopped. 

I  reported  the  circumstances  to  Captain  Bankbead.  A  few  minutes  later  1 
received  an  order  to  leave  the  engine-room,  and  proceed  %\;  get  in  the  boats.     It 
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^'!xs  then  betwt 
tin  guis  lied. 

•en  the  hours  of  12  p.  m,  and  1  a,  m.,  and  the  fires  nearly  ex- 

■,  veiy  respectfnlly,  yours,  &c., 

JOSEPH  WATTERS, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer,  United  States  Steamer  Monitor. 

Commander  BANitHEAD, 

United  States  Steamer  Mmitor. 

The  hoiUrs  and  Imll  of  the  Galena. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  January  14,  1863. 
Previous  to  ordering  a  survey  on  the  boilers  of  the  Galena,  as  directed  by  the 

department  under  date  of ,  I  called  on  Lieutenant  Commander  Paulding 

for  a  report,  and  have  the  pleasure  of  infoiming  the  department  that  no  survey 
is  necessary. 

The  Galena's  boiler  and  machinery  ai*  in  good  order,  ae  will  appear  from  the 
enclosed  copy  of  reports,  dated  the  12th  instant,  {which  were  called  for  yester- 
day, and  received  last  evenlBg,)  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Paulding  and  the 
engineer  of  the  GaJena. 

I  regtethaving  referred  to  Captain  Turner's  verbal  report  without  having  first 
made  this  investigation.  In  this  connexion  I  beg  to  observe  that, in  desiring  to  have 
another  Jrou-clad  here,  I  wished  to  secure  this  position,  and  to  leave  myself  at 
liberty  to  visit  the  outside  blockade  with  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  air,  very  respectfully,  yonrs, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Actirig  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiiJEON  Wkllss, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Galena, 

Newport  News,  January  12,  1863. 
Sib:    I  have  the  honor   to  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  First   Assistant 
Engineer  James  E.  Young  respecting  the  boilers  and  engine  of  this  vessel. 

It  will  be  observed  tbat  tlie  engines  and  hoUera  of  this  vessel  are  in  almost 
perfect  condition.  Hei-  batteiy  is  also  perfect,  and  the  only  defect  in  the  vessel 
is  ou  the  port  side,  which  was  seriously  damaged  in  her  engagements  on  the 
James  river. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  PAULDING, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

United  States  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota. 

A  true  copy. 

F.  R.  WEBB,  Acting  Ensign. 
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United  States  Steamer  Galewa, 

■January  12,  1863. 
Sib  ;  In  obedience  fo  your  order,  I  Iierewitli  report  to  yon  the  condition  of  the 
engines  and  boilers  of  tliifi  ship. 

The  exhaust-pipe  of  the  starboard  engine,  ■which  is  cast  iron,  is  split  about 
three  feet  of  its  length.  We  have  banded  it  with  six  wrought-ii-ou  straps;  it  is 
now  stronger  than  it  waa  before  the  accident.  The  engines,  in  w,y  opinion,  are 
in  as  good  working  order  as  when  the  ship  sailed  from  New  York.  la  my  re- 
port of  the  24th  December  I  stated  th^t  the  aheils  of  the  boilers  ■were  lealiiag, 
and  that  serious  ininry  would  result  on  account  of  the  salt  aceamulating  on  the 
iron  below;  the  leaks.  We  have  repaired  all  the  leaks  that  could  be  reached, 
and  there  are  at  pr^eot  none  remaining  of  anyconser[nence.  Four  of  the  tubes  {two 
in  each  boUer)  have  given  out  at  the  ends,  which  we  have  securely  plugged  up, 
I  consider  the  boilers  in  good  order,  and  require  no  immediate  repairs. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  YOUNG, 
Acting  \H  Asmstant  Etiginecr  U.  S.  N, 
Lieut  Cooimander  Leonard  Paulding, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Galena. 
A  tnie  copy. 

F,  11.  WEBB,  Acting  Ensign. 


The  W^eekawken  in  a  gale. 

[ReceiTed  at  Waahinglon,  D.  C,  January  33,  18G3.] 

U.  S.  Military  Teleoraph, 

Newport  News,  January  S3,  1S63. 
The  Weehawken  anchored  oft  the  Horseshoe  last  night;  weather  foggy.  She 
wants  her  centrifugal  pump  and  some  oakum  calking  around  deck  openings ; 
all  light  otherwise.  She  encountered  the  heavy  gale  of  Tuesday  nigSit  off 
Chincoteague.  Eodgers  declined  being  towed  during  the  worst  of  the  gale,  to 
which  he  and  Case  attribute  the  Weebawken's  safety.  Ko  news  of  the  Kahant ; 
I  suppose  she  is  at  the  breakwater.  The  Iroquois  wants  repairs  wbich  will 
take  five  days  here. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Adm,iTal,  Commanding  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Detailed  report  of  the  passage,  of  the  Weehawken  to  Hampton  Roads. 

D.  8.  Ieon-clad  Weehawken, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  January  26,  1863. 
Sir  ;  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  ISth  instant,  while  lying  in  New 
York  harbor,  the  Boardman,  side-wheel  tog,  came  alongside  to  tow  «s  to  the 
Chesapeake,  whereupon  we  immediately  got  under  way  for  sea. 

When  JQst  outside  of  the  Hook,  the  wind  suddenly  chopped  round  to  the 
northeast,  and  the  pilots  thought  gave  indications  of  a  gale.     Ttese  i  ^prf^  uot 
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p(;vceiv«,  but  I  kiiiiw  tbe  Boariiiuan  would  founder  in  rough  weatliLT,  and  the 
Weekawken  be  left,  in  case  of  accident  to  her  machinery,  to  drift  upon  a  lee 
ahore.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  anehor,  and  report  the  chai'acter  of  the  tug  to  the 
adiDirnl  commanding  the  station. 

It  was  found  that  no  better  reesel  could  he  procured,  and  we  sailed  next 
morning,  the  19tli,  towed  by  the  Boardman,  and  under  convoy  of  the  Iroquoia, 
Oaptaiii  Case,  which  in  the  meanwhile  had  anchored  near  us  at  Sandy  Hook. 

We  steamed  down  the  coast,  generally  in  s^ht  of  the  land,  and  with  the  water 
Kinootli.     On  the  20th  we  were,  at  daylight,  off  the  entrance  to  the  Delaware. 

At  about  eight  o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  Boardman,  with  us  in 
tow,  had  turned,  and  was  seeking  shelter  under  the  breakwater.  The  weather 
was  no  longer  fine,  but  I  did  not  think  the  appearance  justified  my  seeking  shel- 
ter, and  the  tug  was  ordered  to  stand  on  for  the  Chesapeake. 

The  weather  grew  continually  worse,  and  the  bai'ometer  fell  regularly,  but  I 
did  not  anticipate  more  than  I  judged  the  Weehawken  could  easily  weather. 

The  performance  of  the  vessel  in  the  sea  was  admirable.  I  remarked,  how- 
ever, that  when  the  tow-liue,  fi-om  any  cause,  was  slackened,  the  motion  of  the 
vessel  was  better  than  when  it  was  stretched. 

At  abont  2.30  p.  m.  the  Boardman  was  no  longer  of  use,  and  it  seemed  prob- 
able that  we  should  fiull  her  an  incumbrance.  Mude  signal  to  her  to  leave  as 
iind  look  oat  for  her  own  safety.  Wa  cut  the  tow-liiie,  in  order  not  to  endanger 
our  propeller;  with  the  sea  bivsaking  over  our  decks,  it  would  not  have  been 
safe  to  send  men  to  gather  it  in  had  slie  eaat  it  off.  We  were  in  sight  of  Fen- 
wick's  Island  light.  The  Boardman  ran  to  the  northward,  and  was  soon  out  of 
sight.  I  have  since  heard  that  she  an-ived  safely  inside  the  breakwater,  but 
half  full  of  water. 

Upon  seeing  the  Boardman  leave  ns  the  Iroquois  promptly  ran  down  from 
lier  station  to  windward  and  offered  to  tow  us ;  but  I  declined,  thinking  we 
should  do  better  alone. 

The  vessel  commenced  leaking  through  the  hawse-hole ;  put  new  pavcellmg 
and  iaahing  on  to  restrain  the  leak,  which  gradually  increased,  notwithstanding 
our  efforts.  It  was  thought  openings  in  the  overhang  admitted  water  from  the 
deck.  We  commenced  leaking  badly  from  tlie  after  overhang.  Here,  too,  the 
Sow  of  water  increased  as  the  gale  grew  worse,  but  it  was  still  thought  that 
these  leaks  were  from  the  deck. 

The  steam-pumps  were  continually  choked,  and  much  time  was  lost  in  clearing 
them.  Oor  limbers  which,  when  we  received  the  vessel,  it  was  reported,  had 
been  carefully  cleaned,  proved  to  be  veiy  foul.  Cotton-waste  lamps,  oil-feeders, 
hammers,  aud  chips  obstructed  the  flow  of  water-  to  tlie  pumps,  and  interrupted 
their  action.     We  cleared  as  much  of  them  out  as  we  could. 

The  water  at  last  forced  up  the  floor  plates  in  the  fire-room,  and  covered  the 
aah-pits.  The  leaks  still  increasing,  it  was  found  that  the  fii-es  had  been  ne- 
glected; that  two  furnaces  were  so  far  out- as  to  need  rekindling  with  wood; 
that  the  others  were  very  low,  and  we  had  only  ten  pounds  of  steam.  In  this 
emergency,  one  of  the  passengere,  Mr.  John  Farren,  chief  engineer  in  the  navy, 
promptly  took  measmes  to  re-establish  the  fires  and  procure  the  neeessaiT  pres- 
sure of  steam.  The  sea  was  about  thirty  feet  high,  and  was  made  irregular  and 
trymg,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  prosunity  of  the  land.  Through  all  this 
the  behavior  of  the  vessel  was  easy,  buoyant,  and  indicative  of  thorough  safety. 
Her  movements  filled  me  with  admiration.  I  saw  in  them  everything  to  admire; 
nothing  to  improve.  The  waves  rblled  furiously  across  the  deck.  Instead  of 
expending  their  force  against  the  side,  as  in  an  ordinaiy  vessel,  they  swept 
harmlessly  by.  A  plate  of  flat  iron  two  inches  thick,  and  weighing  some  thirty- 
thice  hundred  pounds,  was  hreken  from  its  lashing  upon  the  deck,  and  trans- 
ported about  forty  feet  to  some  side  stanchions,  which  arrested  its  course  over- 
board, and  to  which  it  was  secured.  /-^  l 
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The  opinion  {'ormed  then  confirmed  my  anticipations,  that  a  liull  rising  but 
little  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  having  a  centi'al  elevation,  as  in  the 
Monitors,  is  the  shape  to  form  a  good  se&  boat ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  on  this 
idea  all  snecessful  iron-elads  must  be  built  Thii  fonn  reduces  the  surface  to 
be  plated  to  a  miuimnui,  and  puts  the  pirt  having  the  necessary  elevation  above 
the  sea  for  fighting  gans,  where  it  can  be  c  irned  -without  inconvenience,  and  in 
the  Weehawken  ia  easily  cawied.  With  ub  1  thml^  safety  is  solely  a  question 
of  strength. 

I  had  relied  upon  former  experience  to  coneet  iny  faulty  motion  which  I 
might  discover,  ia  a  sea  way,  by  shitiing  oi  leducmg  weights.  I  abandoned, 
howevei-,  the  idea  of  improvement ;  as  I  watched  the  action  of  the  vessel  it  was 
perfect. 

The  sea  exercised  great  power  upon  the  upper  hull,  and  our  speed,  while  we 
could  measure  it,  fell  to  two  and  a  half  knots,  and  she  trembled  through  aU  her 
plating  at  some  of  the  blows  which  she  received.  Daring  the  height  of  the  gale 
the  waves  swept  over  us  so  violentlj'  that  no  one  could  go  on  the  deck  to  heave 
either  the  log  or  lead. 

The  stanchions  on  the  side  were  of  the  great^t  service ;  without  their  aid, 
men  whose  feet  were  swept  fi'om  under  them  wocdd  have  been  carried  over- 
board.    Life-lines  at  sea  caunot  he  too  much  multiplied. 

The  pendulum  or  poit-stopper  of  the  11-inch  gun,  during  the  gale,  swung  so 
as  to  knock  out  the  port-bncicler ;  a  piece  of  matting,  however,  wedged  between 
the  side  and  pendidmn,  temporarily  i-epaired  the  damage,  and  the  pendulum 
secured  by  shipping  and  lashing  its  monkey  tail. 

Spray  came  over  the  turret,  but  no  sea.  The  water  ran  copiously  down 
along  the  base  of  the  smoke-sta^k.     Xhi«  is  now  eecuiely  calked  I  hope 

A  gasket  of  plaited  hemp  packing,  saturated  with  tallow  was  put  aiound  the 
base  of  the  turret,  between  it  and  Uie  deck  the  iron  ring  covering  the  ]omt 
was  lifted  for  the  gasket.  I  do  not  know  thtt  this  preciution  was  necesoary 
but  no  water  came  in  around  the  turret 

The  hatches  for  entrance  into  the  vessel  were  carefully  calked  with  j»iknm 
and  paid  with  white  lead.  They  leiked  enough  to  show  how  much  uitL  » 
requisite  with  openings  in  the  deck. 

Now,  with  the  declt  free  from  watei  1  do  not  believe  that  the  ■(ed^el  leaks 
more  than  before  she  sailed.  Oareful  scmtmy  h  is  failed  to  detect  anj  lojuiy 
to  the  iron  in  the  after  overhang,  fiom  which  the  greatest  part  of  the  water 
flowed.  I  think  that  removing  the  coveis  to  the  piojellpi  and  anchor  wellh 
had  a  good  effect.         , 

When  the  vessel  raised  her  immersed  bow,  the  water  which  this  lifted  ran 

out  through  the  well,  and  plnoging,  the  sea  rose  through  it  high  above  the  deck . 

About  a  gallon  of  water  a  minute  runs  from  the  port  side  overhang  into  the 

after  overhang.     In  New  York  this  was  attributed  to  a  loose  rivet,  and  I  attach 

no  importanee  to  it. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  and  morning  of  the  21st  the  wind  blew  veiy  hard ; 
hardest  from  two  to  four  a.  m.  We  had  been  running  all  night  on  bur  course 
rather  in  the  trough  of  the  sea.     At  about  eight  o'clock  the  bad  weather  had 

fassed  away,  and  the  sea  was  laitch  smoother.  T  then  made  signals  to  the 
roquois  for  a  tow-line,  which  Captain  Case  promptly  gave.  There  was  still 
BO  much  motion  that  we  parted  a  couple  of  new  9-inch  liawsers.  I  found  that 
hy  bending  my  tJiw-Iine  to  his  we  did  much  better,  on  the  principle  of  a  long 
scope  of  cable  in  a  sea-way.  The  length,  and  consequent  elasticity,  prevented 
any  injurious  jerk,  and  the  line  held. 

At  eleven  a.  m.  we  made  "  Cape  Henry  light-house,"  At  about  one  p.  m. 
the  Iroquois  made  signal  that  she  had  disabled  her  machinery.  We  cast  off 
her  tow-line,  and  came  in  alone,  anchored  in  the  fog  off  tlie  tiul  of  the  Horse- 
shoe, and  got  under  way  nest  morning,  the  22d,  as  soon  as  we -could  see  the 
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iight-'uiiat,  iiuii  canii!  up    to   Fortress    Monroe,   from  wLic;h   I  telegraphed    our 
arrival. 

Botli  Captain  Case  and  I  remarked,  that  the  Weehawkea  did  much  better, 
as  regai-ds  modori,  without  the  tow-line. 

I  cannot  withhold  my  expressions  of  thanks  to  Captain  Case  fof  the  noble 
manner  in  which  he  kept  by  me  timing  the  night.  His  boats  were  fully  pre- 
pared, provisioned,  and  watei-ed  for  service,  in  a  night  too  wOd  for  any  boat  to 
live,  fee  was  always  near  us,  and  handled  his  vessel  in  a  daring  manner  ia 
giving  us  tow-lines,  where  &  collision  would  inevitably  have  annk  him.  I  must 
also  express  my  thanks  to  the  engineer  passengers  for  the  purpose  of  obaeiwa- 
tion  :  Messrs.  John  Farren,  chief  eiigmeer  of  the  navy,  N.  C.  Davis,  assistant 
to  Mr.  Parren,  and  William  Aldea,  sent  out  by  the  conti-aetora.  Without  their 
efficient  and  experienced  aid  in  attending  to  the  raaehinery,  I  dare  not  assert 
the  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he  your  obedient  seivant, 

JOHK  RODGEKS,  Caytam. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Extracts  from  private  letters  of  Captain  John  Bcdgers  relative  to  first  trip  of 
the  Weekaviken 

New  Yoek,  January  11,  1863. 
Sir  ;  Poi-  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  place  on  its  files, 
.1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain John  Eodgers,  in  reference  to  the  great  gale  which  the  United  States  iron- 
clad Weehawkea  experienced  on  her  first  trip  to  Hampton  Roads. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EEI0S80N. 
Hon,  Gideon  "Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washiitgton. 


C\}pi)  at  u  idler  re-.eimd  hj/  Caplam  Eikism  from  Win.  L.  n-Hlge,  tag. 

Washington,  January  37,  1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday  ;  to-day  I  have  a  letter  from  my  son-in- 
iiiw,  Captain  Eodgere,  the  following  extract  from  which  may  interest  many. 
Very  tndy, 

WM.  L.  HODGK. 

"  Norfolk,  January  24,  1863, 
"The  gale  was  very  severe,  but  my  vesse!  behaved  admirably  during  the 
highest  of  the  storm.  I  stood  on  the  turret  and  watched  her  movements  with 
great  interest.  They  gave  the  impression  of  great  safety ;  whilst  water  can 
be  kept  out  of  it,  as  sale  as  a  raft  or  cake  of  ice.  The  vessel  leaked  danger- 
ously— entirety,  I  think,  through  UDguarded  openings  in  her  deck;  she  ia  now 
quite  tight,  which  would  not  be  the  case  had  anything  ataited.  These  opening? 
will  be  well  calked  and  paid  with  white  lead  before  we  start.  The  bawse-hok 
let  in  much  water.  We  shall  arrange  that,  aad  intend  to  put  a  pump  in  the 
anchor-room,  and  are  now  fitting  a  centrifngal  pump  that  will  throw  ont  one 
thousand  gallons  per  mhiute.  We  can  with  all  our  pumps  keep  out  anj 
quantity  of  water,  less  than  a  plate  ftdliug  off. 
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"  I  cast  off  ray  tug,  and  sent  her  away,  for  she  would  have  b'jctt  lost  m  the 
weather  I  anticipated,  and  which  we  actually  had,  and  refused  a  tow  from  the 
Ii'oquois,  not  only  beeanse  I  thought  it  would  have  been  a  hindrance,  but  in 
case  the  towing  cable  parted,  it  probably  would  have  fouled  the  propeller,  which 
would  have  been  fatal,  for  no  one  could  venture  oa  deck  to  cut  the  tow  cable 
loose.  These  iron-elada  should  only  be  towed  in  good  weather ;  in  bad.  weather 
they  can  do  better  alone.  No  boat  from  the  Iroquois  could  have  lived,  for  she 
was  rolling  her  guns  under ;  our  fate,  therefore,  depended  on  the  safety  of  our 
own  vessel. 

'■  The  waves  swept  over  the  deck  with  great  violence ;  an  iron  plate,  two 
inches  thick  aud  eleven  feet  long,  wdghing  three  thousand  pounds,  was  broken 
loose  from  its  lashings  and  carried  forty  feet  against  the  iron  stanchions ;  and 
another  plate,  as  much  as  two  men  could  slide  along  the  deck,  was  lifted  and 
thrown  upon  some  kedges.  We  coidd  neither  throw  the  log  nor  sound,  as  no 
one  could  live  on  the  deck  to  do  either. 

"  Whilst  I  watched  the  motion  of  the  vessel  in  the  hardest  of  the  storm,  I 
saw  nothing  to  improve,  I  believed  I  could  have  corrected  any  vnoug  tendency 
by  shifting  or  tbrnwing  overboard  weight,  but  I  gave  up  that  idea  as  unneees- 
sary.  The  sea  had  great  force  and  hold  upon  the  holi,  so  as  to  impede  our 
way  very  much,  bat  she  had  no  drift,  and  goes  where  she  looks. 

"JOHN  RODGEKS." 


hoaidllie  V'liled  etates  slfimer  "Weeintelren,"  Iforjiflle,  J"ly  22.  1H63. 

'■  On  Tuesday  night,  when  off  Chingoteague  shoals,  we  had  a  very  severe 
gale  from  E.NE.,  with  a  very  heavy  sea,  made  confused  and  dangerous  by  the 
proximity  of  the  land.  The  waves  I  measured  after  the  sea  abated ;  I  found 
them  twenty-three  feet  high.  They  were  certainly  seven  feet  higher  io  the 
midst  of  the  storm.  During  the  heaviest  of  the  gale  I  stood  upon  the  turret, 
and  admired  the  behavior  of  the  vessel.  She  rose  and  fell  to  the  waves,  and 
I  eoncltCded  that  tlie  Monitor  form  had  great  sea-going  qualities.  If  leaks  wei-e 
prevented,  no  hurricane  could  injure  her. 

"  I  presume  in  two  days  we  shall  be  ready  for  any  service,  as  we  need  no 
repairs,  and  only  some  little  fittings." 


Passage  of  the  Montank  to  Beaufort. 

TJnitro  States  Flao-Ship  Minne.^ota, 

Newport  News,  Virgmia,  Janttary  24,  1863. 
SiK  !  I  respectftiUy  enclose  copies  of  reports  of  the  5th  and  9th  instant,  from 
Commander  J.  L.  Worden,  reporting  the  arrival  of  his  vessel,  the  United  States 
steamer  Montauk,  at  Beaufort,  her  grounding  af  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and 
eoncernimg  certain  changes  which  he  had  been  making  to  put  her  in  good  trim, 
for  sea -service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Ad?mral,  Commanding  N  A.  B.  Sqwadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Se<^etary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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United  States  Steamer  Montauk, 

Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  January  5,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  respectftilly  report  that  this  ship,  under  my  command,  arrived  off  thia 
hai'bor  at  7^  o'clock  a.  m.  yesterday,  and  on  eHteving  grounded  (on  the  begin- 
ning of  tJie  ebb  tide)  in  10^^  feet  of  water,  about  a  mile  inside  of  the  bar;  two 
army  tuga  coming  to  our  aasiBtance,  I  carried  out  with  one  of  them  an  anchor, 
and  discharged  into  the  otlier  our  projectiles  and  a  quantity  of  hallaet.  At  5 
o'clock  p.  m.,  with  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  steamer  Miami  and  one 
of  the  tngB,  1  succeeded  in  haulinjj  her  off,  and  readied  this  anchorage  at  about 
G  o'clock  p.  m. 

When  agronnd,  at  low  water,  she  had  8J-  feet  of  water  alongside ;  on  floating, 
she  showed  no  increase  of  water  in  the  hold,  and  daring  the  night  at  anchor 
made  no  more  than  usual.  I  therefore  infer  that  she  ia  not  materially  strained. 
I  am  now  taking  in  our  ahot,  shell  and  ballaat,  and  ahaU  break  out  the  thwart- 
ship  coal-bunker  in  order  to  satisfy  myself  that  there  ia  nothing  under  it  likely 
to  choke  the  limheru. 

I  shall  adopt  eveiy  meana  that  my  experience  and  judgment  suggest,  to  avoid 
accidents,  and  to  render  the  ahip  as  efficient  aa  poaaible  for  the  service  recLuired 

On  the  passage  from  Hampton  Eoads  the  weather  was  unexceptionably  fine 
and  the  water  smooth,  except  off  Oa.pe  Hatteras,  where  I  encoantered  a  heavy 
swell  from  the  northward  and  eastward,  which  canaed  the  ship  to  roll  consider- 
ably, taking  water  in  large  Quantiti(«  on  her  deck. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.   WORDEN,  Commander. 
Acting  Kear-Admu-al  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

A  true  copy. 

F.  R.  WhlBB,  Acting  Ennign. 


UwrT'BB  States  Steamer  Montauk, 

Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  January  9,  1863. 
SiK  :  Your  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  directing  mo  to  proceed  to  Port 
Royal,  South  Carolina,  is  just  received. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  1  hitve  been  employed  in  breaking  out  the  coal-bnnkers 
and  the  ahot  ballast  under  the  cabin  and  around  t!ie  anchor  well,  in  order  to 
clean  out  the  bilges  under  them  thoroughly. 

All  the  shot  ballast  from  tlie  foiirard  "overhang"  around  the  anchor  well  1 
have  distributed  in  the  body  of  the  vessel,  under  the  ward-room. 

I  shall  also  talte  a  portion  of  the  shot  from  under  the  cabin  and  put  them 
further  aft.  Th^e  changes  will  put  the  vessel  in  good  trim  for  sea-aervice, 
and  will  greatly  teud  to  relieve  her  of  much  of  the  strain  upon  the  "  overhang" 
in  a  head  sea,  and  they  can  easily  be  restored  to  their  position  when  necessary 
to  put  her  in  fighting  trim. 

1  have  yet  to  take  in  coal  and  provisions,  and  shall  be  ready  for  sea  in  two 
or  tliree  days,  when  1  will  take  advantage  of  the  first  favorable  weather  to  make 
the  passage  to  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN,  Com-mamUr. 
Ai'ting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

"    f  ff.  j1.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,   Virginia. 


e  copy. 


F.  R,  WEBB.  Acting  Ensign. 
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PrejiaTationsfor  passage  of  Montauk  Jrom.  Beavfort  to  Port  F..oyal. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Newj>ort  News,  Virginia,  Januarp  §9.  1863. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  euclosea  copy  (January  14)  of  a  report  from  Commander  J.  L. 
Wordea,  commanding  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Montauk,  at  Beaufort, 
North  Cai-olina,  on  Lis  prepai'atioas  for  hie  passage  to  Port  Eoyal,  South  Car- 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  roapectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commai/dmg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles. 


United  States  Steamer  Montauk, 

Beaiifort,  North  Carolina,  January  14,  1S63. 

Tour  order  of  the  Sth  instant,  directing   me   to  order  the  paymaster  of  this 

vessel  to  take  passage  in  the  steamer  towiug  her,  with  his  books,  accounts, 

fiinds,  &c.,  and  to  make  every  professional  arrangement  I  may  judge  best  for 

the  safety  of  the  vessel,  and  of  the  officers  and  crew  under  my  command,  is 


Since  my  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  completed  the  c 
therein  indicated;  have  taken  in  coal,  provisions,  &e.,  and  was  ready  to  g 
sea  on  the  IStii  instant;  but  the  weather  looking  unsettled,'!  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  do  so.  It  is  now  blowing  from  the  southward  and  westward.  I 
shall  take  advantage  of  the  first  favorable  change  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  in 
obedience  to  your  order  of  the  7th  instant. 

Other  than  tlie  changes  I  have  made  in  the  vespd  iij  relation  to  the  rearrange- 
ment of  the  ballast,  nothing  more  occurs  to  me  to  be  done  that  will  be  likely  to 
add  to  her  safety  at  sea.  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  take  any  amount  of 
weight  from  the  hold  on  account  of  her  great  top  weight.  I  have,  however, 
only  taken  in  ninety  tons  of  coal,  which  amount  will  give  her  enfficient  stability, 
and,  of  course,  not  bring  her  so  deep,  bodily,  as  would  full  hunkers,  which  hold 
about  130  tons.  The  vessel's  trim  now  is,  out  of  the  water  forward,  38  inches ; 
out  of  the  water  aft,  30j  inches;  out  of  the  water  amidships,  15^  inches.  These 
measurements  make  her  draught  forward  10  feet  9j  inches;  aft  11  feet  5  inches, 
which  I  consider  a  good  sea  trim.  A  change  of  ballast  can  soon  be  made  to 
put  her  in  fighting  trim.  When  ia  fighting  trim  {with  fall  coal-hunkers)  she 
would  be  deeper  in  the  water,  bodily,  witliagreater  draught  of  water  forward,  hut 
no  material  change  in  the  draught  aft. 

Eespectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WOEDEN, 

Commander. 

Acting  Reai'-Admiral  8.  P.  Lef„ 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadrmi,  Hampton  Roads. 

A  true  copy. 

P.  R.  WEBB, 
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Passage  of  the  Nakant  to  Port  Royal. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Newport  News,  Va.,  March  2,  1863. 
Sib  ;  Commander  Armstrong,  commandiog  United  States  steamer  State  of 
Georgia,  reports  to  me  from  Port  Royal,  Soul£  Carolina,  uuder  date  of  February 
S3,  that  he  left  Hampton  Boads  on  the  16tli  with  the  Uaited  States  iron-clad 
Kaliant  in  tow,  in  obedience  to  my  orders  ;  that  he  had  rainy  and  disagreeable 
weather  on  the  passage,  but  that  the  Nahant  seemed  buoyant,  and  made  good 
weather,  towing  easily,  his  engine  working  to  its  fall  preesnre  to  attain  its 
greatest  speed,  and  that  he  arrived  safely  at  Port  Eoyal  on  the  20th.     He  pro- 
posed to  leave  on  the  23d  ultimo  to  rejoin  the  blockade  off  Wilmington. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  reapectfully,  yours, 
S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comd'g  N.  A.  B.  Squad/ron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Passage  of  the  Roanoke  to  Hampttm  Roads. 

United  States  Ibon-clad  Frigate  Boanoee, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  July  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  in  Hampton  Roads  with  the 
United  States  iron-clad  frigate  Eoaaoke  after  her  trial  trip  at  sea. 

Having  been  detained  by  foga  in  the  lower  bay  of  New  York,  after  the  re- 
paii'ing  of  the  pillow  block  of  one  of  the  turrets,  I  got  to  sea  on  Thursday,  the 
9th  instant,  passing  the  bar  at  New  York  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 

A  heavy  swell  from  the  south  had  set  in,  sulficiently  to  test  her  bnoyauey, 
which  I  found  much  greater  than  I  had  expected,  from  the  immense  quantity 
of  iron  she  carries.  Her  rolling  motion,  however,  is  bo  greaE  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  fighting  her  guns  at  sea,  and  I  was  obliged  to  secure  them  by 
bracing  them  with  pieces  of  timber  to  prevent  theii-  "  fetching  away  "  in  the 
rolling  motion  to  which  the  ship  is  subjected,  in  even  the  swell  we  encountered. 
Wc  made  the  trip  in  less  than  forty-eight  hours,  making  a  speed  of  from  five 
to  six  knots  an  hour,  with  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  revolutions,  with  occasional 
heatings  of  the  journals,  for  cooling  which  she  had  to  be  stopped,  for  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  en^eera.  The  tug  which  accom- 
panied us  was  not  brought  into  requisition  to  tow  or  assist,  we  making  the  trip 
under  our  own  steam  and  motive  power  alone.  Her  steering  gear  we  found  to 
be  inconvenient,  taking  two  men  one  minute  and  a  half  to  put  the  helm  hard 
down  from  amidships,  and  i-equiring  nineteen  (19)  revolutions  of  the  wheel  in 
the  operation.  The  steam  steering  apparatus  of  Mr.  Sickles  I  considered  much 
better,  requiring  but  one  man  to  handle  the  wheel,  seven  turns  only  of  which 
were  needed  to  heave  it  hard  down,  aiid  to  do  this  but  twenty  (20)  seconds 
were  required,  and  would,  with  a  larger  ban'el  to  the  wheel,  require  only  the 
same  number  of  turns  as  our  ordinary  steering  wheels,  I  only  regretted  it  was 
not  fitted  to  the  forward  turret,  where  our  best  compass  (Ritchie's)  was  fitted. 

Though  I  do  not  consider  the  Roanoke  adapted  to  fighting  a  battle  at  sea  on 

account  of  her  rolling,  rendering  her  guns  unserviceable,  and  exposing  her  to 

shot  below  her  iron  plating,  yet  she  has  proved  herself  capable  of  being  safely 

H.  Ex.  Doe.  69 4  ioOQic 


50  ARMORED    VESSELS. 

and  readily  transported  from  harbor  to  harbor  upon  our  coast  for  the  defence  of 
any  part  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  F.  SANDS, 
Captain  XJhUed  States  Navy,  senior  officer  present. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Capfain  G.  Gaiisenoorl  of  a  joint  reconnoiisance  uji  James  river. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Eoanoke, 

Of  Newport  News,  Va.,  August  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that,  in  accoi-dance  with  the 
permission  asked  and  granted,  I  accompanied  Major  Gleneral  Foster  in  his  re- 
cent reconnoissance  up  the  James  river.  The  force  consiated  of  the  Sanganaon, 
Commander  8.  Nicholson  ;  Commodore  Barney,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commander 
8.  Huse ;  and  Cohasset,  Acting  Master  S.  Cox ;  also  the  John  Farron,  an  army 
boat.  All  these  vessels  were  aimed,  except  the  latter,  which  had  aboard  a  corps 
of  sharpshooters. 

The  Sangamon,  towed  by  the  gunboat  Barney  and  the  tug  Cohasset,  left  the 
anchorage  off  Newport  News  about  3  p.  m.,  August  4.  The  John  I'arron,  with 
Major  General  Foster  and  staff.  Brigadier  Generals  Naglee  and  Potter,  with 
myself,  Snrgeon  Woodworth,  and  Acting  Master  Hargons,  soon  followed.  At 
8  p.  m.  the  vessels  under  my  command  and  the  Farron  anchored  off  Jiunestown 
island  in  seven  fathoms  water.  Got  under  way  nest  morning  at  half-past  four. 
At  eight  the  flag-of-truc«  boat  New  York,  with  prisoners,  passed  us,  Dound  to 
City  Point.  At  half-past  eight  passed  Fort  Powhatan,  which  remained  in  a 
dismantled  state.  At  eleven  all  the  army  and  navy  officers  left  the  Farron  and 
went  on  board  the  Sangamon.  When  off  Tillmao's  wharf  there  was  a  slight 
dischai^e  of  musketry  from  the  shore,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  Sanga- 
mon with  one  eleven-inch  shot.  At  half-past  four  p.  m.  the  Sangamon  anchored 
off  Dutch  Gap,  owhig  to  tlie  low  stage  of  water  on  the  bar.  Genera!  Foster 
and  staff,  myself,  and  Acting  Master  Hargons,  then  went  aboard  the  Commo- 
dore Barney,  and  wei'e  followed  by  the  Cohasset.  When  just  beyond  Coxe'e 
two  torpedoes  exploded  under  the  starboard  bow  of  the  Barney,  producing  a 
lively  concussion,  and  washing  the  decks  with  the  agitated  wafer.  Some  twenty 
men  were  either  swept  or  jumped  overboard,  two  of  whom  are  missing,  and  may 
have  been  drowned.  The  engine  of  the  vessel  was  partly  disabled  by  the 
cutting  of  the  steam-pipe  and  the  connexion  of  the  steam-whistle.  The  Com- 
modore Barney  was  liien  taken  in  tow  by  the  Cohasset,  and  they  came  to  an- 
chor at  Dutch  Gap  about  half-past  seven.  At  half-past  dght  o'clock  the  Co- 
hasset went  up  the  river  on  picket  duty. 

The  next  morning  at  early  daylight  the  Sangamon  got  under  way,  towed  by 
the  Barney  and  Cohasset.  Neai'  Four  Mile  creek,  about  5  a.  m.,  the  enemy 
opened  fire  with  artillery  and  musketry.  The  Sangamon  and  Barney  returned 
the  fire.  The  Barney  was  disabled  by  a  shot  through  the  boiler,  below  the 
water-mark.  The  tog  was  sent  to  her  assistance,  and  got  her  off,  she  having 
drifted  ashore.  The  Sangamon  anchored,  the  naiTOwness  of  the  stream  pre- 
venting her  irom  turning  and  going  to  the  aid  of  the  Barney.  At  half-past 
seven  a.  m.  the  Sangamon  again  weighed,  with  the  Barney  in  tow,  and  the  Co- 
hasset on  the  port  sidg.  About  this  time  the  army  tug  J^up  came  up  the 
river,  and  assisted  in  towing  the  disabled  vessel.  At  9.35  a.  m.,  when  near 
Turkey  Island  bend,  the  enemy  opened  with  artillery  and  muski4iy,  and  re- 
peatedly hit  all  the  vessels,  but  did  them  no  materia!  damage,  aud  jujured  no 
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one.  The  fiie  was  briskly  returned  by  the  Barney  and  Jesup,  At  9.45  the 
firing  ceased.  For  much  of  tlie  time  the  vessels  were  exposed  to  a  raking  fire. 
More  than,  thirty  round  shot  penetrated  the  Barney.  The  Jesup  and  Cohasset 
were  hit  several  times,  and  the  Sangamon  once  in  the  port  bow,  making  only  a 
slight  indentation.  The  marks  of  muslietry  on  the  different  vessels  were  almost 
innumerable,  the  difficulty  being  rather  to  avoid  than  mias  the  targets.  Below 
Oity  Point  the  tug-boat  John  Farron,  which  was  left  behind  on  onr  passage  up 
the  river,  came  alongside,  and  assisted  in  towing.  About  8  p.  m,  army  boata 
cast  off,  and  Sangamon  anchored  below  Deep  Water  shoals.  Shortly  after,  the 
Farron  grounded,  got  off  at  daylight,  and  reached  Newport  News  at  6  a.  m. 
The  other  vessel  arrived  and  anchoi-ed  shortly  afterwards. 

The  casualties  were  few.  Acting  Master  Cox,  of  the  Gohasset,  was  killed  by 
a  round  shot,  which  pei-forated  bis  body.  Three  men  were  slightly  wounded 
from  musketry,  and  two  were  supposed  to  be  drowned  at  the  time  of  the  explo- 
sion of  the  torpedoes, 

Oificers  and  crew  all  behaved  with  that  characteristic  gallantry  which  has 
ever  distinguished  the  navy. 

The  purpose  of  the  leconnoissance  was  fully  and  satisfactorily  accomplished. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUEKT  GAN8EV00RT, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon,  G-IDEON  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


SOUTH    ATLiSTIC    SQUADRON. 


The  capture  of  Charleston — -^rst  instructions . 

[Confidential.] 

Navy  Department,  Mai/  13,  1862, 
Sib  r    This  department  has  determined  to  capture  Charleston  as  soon  as 
Richmond  falls,  which  will  relieve  the  iron  boats  G-alena  and  Monitor.     These 
vessels,  and  sach  others  aa  can  be  spared  from  Hampton  Eoads,  will  be  sent  to 
Bull's  bay  under  convoy  of  the  Susquehanna, 

The  glorious  achievements  of  our  navy,  inaugurated  by  yourself,  give  every 
reason  to  hope  for  a  successful  issue  at  this  point,  where  rebellion  first  lighted 
the  flame  of  civil  war. 

The  War  Department  send  instructions  to-day  to  Greneral  Hunter,  with 
whom  "you  will  consult  and  with  whom  yoa  will  co-operate  fully,  unless  the 
move  should  be  purely  naval,  when  he  %vill  render  you  every  assistance. 
Very  respectfully,  &e„ 

G-IDEOS"  WELLES. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F,  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Rt:ur-Admiral  DaPont  desires  the  Irt»isides. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  .'September  5,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  ii-oii-claus  or  rama  buUt  at  CliarleBtoii  Jiave  been  described  to  me, 
by  inteiligent  persons  who  bave  seen  them,  ae  well  protected  by  their  armor, 
bit  S.S  not  foi-midable  for  offensive  operations  against  our  ships,  in  consequence 
of  their  deficiency  in  ateam  jiower,  it  Laving  been  intended  to  place  in  them 
engines  taken  from  old  steamers  belonging  to  South  Oaiolina. 

If  it  be  true  that  English  steam  engines  have  been  provided  for  them,  as 
reported  to  me  by  the  department,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  ui^e  upon  it  the 
necessity  of  sending  some  iron-clad  vessels  of  our  own  to  render  our  position  off 
Charleston  tenable. 

Vessels,  even  imperfectly  covered  with  armor,  emerging  from  the  protection 
of  forts,  and  always  provided  with  a  place  of  refuge,  would  be  comparatively 
secure,  while  they  might  do  great  harm  to  wooden  'ships,  especially  of  the  light 
class,  which  foi-m  the  chief  material  of  thiB  squadron.  If  by  any  possibility 
the  blockading  force  off  Charleston  could  bo  destroyed  or  compelled  to  retire,  it 
would  produce  a  moral  impression  to  our  disadvantage  even  more  disastrous 
than  the  actual  loss  itself.  If  it  be  possible  to  send  the  Ironsides  to  take  ap  & 
position  off  that  harbor,  the  effoi'ta  of  (Jie  enemy  would  be  completely  frustrated. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  UiDEON  "Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Second  instructions  for  the  capture  of  CJ'Mrlcslon. 
[Confidential.] 

Navy  Department,  January  6,  1863. 
SiK :    The  New  Ironsides,  Passaic,  Montauk,  Patapsco,  and  Weehawken, 
(iron-elads,)  have  been  ordered  to,  and  are  now  on  the  way  to,  join  your  com- 
mand, to  enable  you  to  enter  the  hai'bor  of  Charleston  and  demand  the  sur- 
render of  all  its  defences,  or  suffer  the  consequences  of  a  refusal. 

General  Hunter  wOi  be  sent  to  Port  Royal  with  about  ten  thoasand  men,  to 
act  as  shall  be  deemed  best,  aft«r  consultation  with  yourself.  The  capture  of 
iJits  most  important  port,  however,  rests  solely  upon  the  success  of  the  naval 
force,  and  it  is  committed  to  your  hands  to  execute,  with  the  confidence  the 
department  reposes  in  youi  eminent  ability  and  energy.  Successful  at  Charles- 
ton, the  only  remaining  point  within  the  limits  of  your  command  is  Savannah. 
If  this  place  can  be  captured  by  the  iron-clads,  attack  it  immediately  under  the 
panic  which  will  be  produced  by  the  fall  of  Charleston.  If  part  only  of  the 
iron-clads  are  required  to  make  the  attack  at  Savannah,  (and  I  trust  such  may 
be  the  case,)  send  off  the  remainder  under  carefiil  towage  to  Pensacola.  If 
Savannah  cannot  be  attaclted  with  ii-on-clads,  send  immediately,  upon  the  fell 
of  Charleston,  the  New  Ironsides  and  two  of  the  others  (convoyed)  to  Pensa- 
cola. Do  not  allow  the  New  Ironsides  to  wait  for  her  mast* — she  can  be  con- 
voyed. .  The  importance  of  striking  a  blow  at  once  at  Mobile,  in  the  (svent  of 
the  fall  of  Charleston,  will  be  apparent  to  your  mind. 
Very  respectfully, 

&IDEON  WELLBW, 

Secretary  of  the  I{aoy. 
Reai'-Admiral  8.  F.  DdPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Transmitting  information  cojtccming  liarhor  and  anchorage  of  hittie  riimr. 
[Oonfideiitiai.] 

Navy  Department,  Jamtary  15,  1863. 
Sir  ;    I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an  intercepted 
letter  signed  "  Maj.  A.  B.  Magruder,  Wilmington,  N.  C,"  giving  instructions 
relative  to  tlie  harbor  and  anchorage  of  Little  river,  near  tiie  boundary  line  of 
North  and  South  Carolina. 
Very  reapectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

jb'ecreCari/  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiriil  S,  F.  DdPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  S^adron,  Port  Royat,  S.  O. 


Rear-Admiral  DnPont's  views  upon  the  contemplated  attack  <m  Charleston. 
[Despatch  N(i.  se,  1863.— ConatlenWal.] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Hoyal,  S.  C,  January  24,  1863. 
Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  department's  con- 
fidential despatch  (jf  the  15th  instant. 

The  department  has  been  informed,  through  private  letters  to  the  Aseiatant 
Secretary,  of  the  general  character  and  extent  of  the  defences  of  Charleston. 

I  shall  endeavor  fo  execute  its  wishes  with  sucb  force  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose. 

The  depai'tment  is  aware  that  I  have  never  shrunk  from  assuming  any 
responsibihty  which  cireum stances  called  for,  nor  desired  to  place  any  failure 
of  mine  on  others.  But  the  interests  involved  in  the  success  or  failure  of  this 
uodertaking  strike  me  as  so  momentous  to  the  nation,  at  home  and  abi-oad,  at 
this  particulai'  period,  that  I  am  confident  it  will  reqnire  no  urging  from  me  to 
induce  the  department  to  put  at  my  disposal  every  means  in  its  power  to  insure 
success,  especially  by  sending  additional  irou-clads,  if  possible,  to  those  men- 
tioned in  your  despatch. 

The  army  is  not  ready,  even  for  the  limited  co-operation  it  can  give,  though 
anxious  to  i-ender  every  assistance. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DI7P0NT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Sqaadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lf.tttr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advising  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  to  aban- 
don the  attack  upon  Charleston  if  he  deems  the  number  of  iron-dads  insttf- 
fcient  to  render  its  capture  certain. 

[Confidential] 

Navv  Department,  January  31,  1863. 

SiB;  Your  confidential  despatch  No.  36,  dated  the  34th  instant,  has  been 
received. 

The  department  does  not  desire  to  urge  an  attack  upon  Charleston  with  inad- 
equate means  ;  and  if,  after  careful  examination,  you  deem  the  number  of  iron- 
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clads  insufficient  to  render  tlie  capture  of  that  port  reasonably  certain,  it  must 
be  abandoned.  Tlie  department  is  not  acijuainted  with  the  harbor  obstructions 
constructed  by  the  rebels,  and  therefore  cannot  advise  with  yon  in  regard  to 
those  obstacles.  If  they  are  not  considered  sufficient  to  prevent  your  entrance, 
it  is  not  believed  possible  for  the  rebels  to  prevent  your  eucceaa  with  all  other 
means  corabined.  The  five  iron-clads  sent  you  are  aO  that  the  depai-tment  has 
completed  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  with  the  exception  of  one  retained  at  Newport 
News  to  watch  the  iron-clad  Eichmond,  No  othere  ai-e  likely  to  he  finished  and 
sent  to  sea  within  the  next  six  weeks.  A  large  number  of  our  best  wooden 
vessels,  necessary  for  the  blockade,  but  not  for  the  attack,  are  unfortunately 
reijaired  in  the  West  Indies  to  pursne  the  Florida  and  Alabama.  This  with- 
drawal of  blockading  vessels  renders  the  capture  of  Charleston  and  Mobile  im- 
perative, and  the  department  will  share  the  responsibility  imposed  upon  the 
commanders  who  make  the  attempt. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  furnislied  by  the  Secretaiy  of  War. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Eear-Admiral  8.  F.  DuPont, 

=■  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Secretary  of  Ac  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPonl  relative  to    movements  of 
iron-cladi. 

jConM^ntiaL] 

Navy  Drpabtivig^t,  February  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  department  believes  thai,  with  great  exertion,  it  will  be  able  to 
get  the  CatskiU,  Commander  George  W.  Rodgers,  to  Port  Royal  in  the  course 
of  the  next  ten  days. 

After  the  attack  upon  Oharleston,  yon  will  send  one  iron  clad  back  to  Hamp- 
ton Roads  for  the  attack  upon  Wilmington  ;  the  others  to  be  sent  as  previously 
ordered. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Kear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Tie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advises  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  that  ttvo  more  iron- 
clads are  added  to  his  squadron. 

[ConfidtntiHl  ] 

Navy  Department,  March  6,  1863. 

SlH  ;  The  Nantucket  atid  Keokuk  are  added  to  yom-  squadron.  The  force 
of  iron-clads,  thei-efore,  will  be  the  Montank,  Weehawken,  New  Ironsides, 
Passaic,  Nahant,  Patapsco,  Oatskill,  Nantucket,  and  Keokuk. 

Assuming  that  these  vessels  escape  fi-om  loss  in  contemplated  movements, 
you  will,  immediately  after  your  attack  upon  Charleston  and  Savannah  is  com- 
pleted, send  to  Hampton  Beads  the  Passaic,  Montauk,  and  Keokuk. 

Let  all  others  proceed  without  delay  to  Pensacola.  The  condition  of  affairs 
in  the  gulf  requires  a  force  of  iroii-clads  to  be  sent  there  without  delay ;  but 
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you  may  retain  two  of  the  Monitors  deatiQcd  for  the  gulf,  unless  the  attack 
upon  Savannah  results  in  tlie  destruction  of  the  iron-clade  in  that  port.  Even 
in  that  eyent,  the  department  leavea  it  to  your  judgment  to  send  the  six  remain- 
ing iron-clads  south,  or  only  four ;  only  impressing  upon  you  that  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service  are  very  great  in  Eear-Admu'al  Farragut'a 
squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

aiDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuFoXt, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Eayal,  S.  0. 


To  send  iron-clads  to  Mobile. 
[Confidential.] 

Navy  Dbpaetment,  April  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  exigencies  of  the  public  service  are  so  pressing  in  the  gulf  that 
the  department  directs  you  to  send  all  the  iron-clads  that  ai-e  in  a  fit  condition 
to  move,  after  your  present  attack  upon  Charleston,  directly  to  New  Orleans, 
reservJDg  to  yourself  only  two. 
V  ery  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear-Admiral  8.  F.  DuPo^t, 

f  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Firat  altaek  on  Fort  Sumter. 

Flag-Ship  New  Ihonsibes, 
Inside  Charleston  Bar,  April  8,  1863. 

Sib  ;  I  yesterday  moved  up  with  eight  iron-clada  and  this  ship  and  attacked 
Fort  Sumter,  intending  to  pass  it  and  commence  action  on  its  northwest 
face,  in  accordance  with  my  order  of  battle. 

The  heavy  tire  we  received  from  it  and  Fort  Moultrie,  and  the  nature  of 
the  obstructions,  conjpelled  the  attack  from  the  outside.  It  was  fierce  and 
obstinate,  and  the  gaiiantry  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  vessels  engaged 
was  conspicuous. 

This  vessel  could  not  be  brooght  into  such  close  action  as  I  endeavored 
io  get  her  ;  owing  to  the  narrow  channel  and  rapid  current  she  became  partly 
UTi manageable,  and  was  twice  forced  to  anchor  to  prevent  her  going  ashore, 
once  owing  to  her  having  come  into  collision  with  two  of  the  Monitors.  She 
coald  not  get  nearer  than  one  thousand  yards. 

Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  tide  and  unavoidable  accident,  I  had  been 
compelled  to  delay  action  until  late  iu  the  afternoon,  and  toward  evening, 
■finding  no  impression  made  upon  the  fort,  I  made  the  signal  to  withdraw  the 
ships,  intending  to  renew  the  attack  this  morning. 

But  the  commanders  of  the  Monitors  came  on  board  and  reported  verbally 
the  inJQries  to  their  vessels,  when,  without  hesitation  or  consnltatiou,  (for  I 
never  hold  councils  of  war,)  I  determined  not  to  renew  the  attack,  for  in  my 
judgment  it  would  hare  converted  a  failure  into  a  disaster  ;  and  I  will  only 
add  that  Charleston  cannot  be  taken  by  a  pnrely  naval  attack,  and  the  army 
could  give  me  no  co-operation.     Had  I  succeeded  in  entering  the  harbor  I 
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shoulcl  have  had  twelve  hundred  men  and  thitty-two  guns,  but  five  of  the 
eight  iron-clads  were  wholly  or  partially  disabled  after  a  brief  engagement. 
The  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  will  be  forwarded  with  my  detailed 
report,  aad  I  send  Commander  Rhind  home  with  this  despatch,  whose  vessel 
sank  this  morning  from  the  effects  of  the  bombardment  yesterday,  and  who 
will  give  the  department  all  the  information  it  may  desire. 

I  have  alluded  above  only  to  Porta  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  but  tho  vessels 
were  also  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Cummings's  Point,  Mount 
Pleasant,  the  Redan,  and  Fort  Beauregard. 

Very  respeotfuliy,  your  obedient  nervaiit, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admird,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  forward  herewith  a  list  of  the  casualties,  marked  Kos.  1  and  2,  on 
board  the  Kookuk  and  Nahant. 

3,  P.  DUPONT, 

lAfi.  of  casual' ief  on  boird  the  Keok'/A. 

UwrrED  States  Flag-Ship  New  Ironsides, 

CJiarleston  Harbor,  April  8,  1863. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  on  board  the  United  States  steam  bat- 
tery Keokuk  in  the  action  of  April  t : 

Wounded. — Alexander  Mcintosh,  (acting  ensign,)  and  Charles  McLaugh- 
lin, (seaman,)  dangerously  ;  James  Byan  and  William  McDonald,  (seamen,) 
severely  ;  Charles  B.  Mott,  (landsman,)  painfully  ;  Commander  A.  G,  Rhind, 
slightly  ;  Richard  Nicholson,  (quartermaster,)  David  Chaplin,  J.  W,  Abbott, 
George  Watson,  0.  0.  Clifford,  J.  O'Connell,  J.  E,  O'Connor,  Henry  Swords, 
John  Brown,  2d,  (seamen,)  and  J,  Cuddybuck,  (ship's  cook,)  slightly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND,  Commandtn: 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F,  DuPobt. 


United  States  Igos-ci.ai>  Nahant, 

0£  Charleston,  April  7,  1863. 
Sib  :  1  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  action  of  to-day  : 
Commander  John  Downes,  (Massachusetts,)  slight  contusion  of  foot  from 
apiece  of  iron  loosened  from  pilothouse.  Pilot  Isaac  Sofield,  (New  Jersey,) 
severe  contusion  of  neck  and  shoulder  from  flying  bolt  in  pilot-house;  isdoin^ 
well.  Quartermaster  Edward  Cobb,  (Massachusetts,)  compound  cominuoi- 
cated  fracture  of  skult  from  flying  bolt  in  pilot-house  ;  has  since  died.  John 
MacAlstine,  seaman,  (Canada,)  concussion  of  brain  from  flying  bolt  in  turret 
striking  him  on  the  head  ;  is  doing  well.  John  Jackson,  seaman,  (Massachu- 
setts,) Roland  Martin,  seaman,  (MassacEiuaetts,)  James  Murray,  seaman, 
(Massachusetts,)  were  very  slightly  hurt  by  flying  bolts  in  turret,  uot  dis- 
abling any  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  EMERY  STEDMAN, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  Stales  Navy. 
Commander  John  Downes,  U.  S.  N,, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Nahant. 
Forwarded : 

JOHN  DOWNES,   Gommander. 
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Detaded  report  of  Sear-Admiral  Samwrf  F.  DuPont. 


Plas-Ssip  Wabash, 
Port  Eoyol  Harbor,  B.  C,  April  15,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  previous  despatch  of  April  8  I  gave  a  brief  account  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sutntev  on  the  afternoon  of  the  tth  instant,  and  I  have  the 
honoi'  to  present  to  the  department  a  more  detailed  report. 

On  the  movning  of  the  3d  instant  I  left  Port  Royal  for  North  Edisto,  hoist- 
ing njy  flag  on  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger,  Commander  Patter- 
son, and  crossed  the  bar  the  same  day. 

As  there  was  some  reason  to  believe  that,  on  the  departure  of  the  iron-clads 
from  Port  Royal,  there  might  be  an  attempt  to  commit  a  raid  by  the  Atlanta 
and  other  rams  at  Savannah,  and  as  the  army  was  apprehensive  of  an  attack 
on  their  positions  at  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort,  I  had  ordered  Captain  Steed- 
man  to  Port  Royal  with  his  vessel,  the  Paul  Jones,  having  previously  directed 
the  Wabash,  Commander  Corbin,  and  Vermont,  Commander  Reynolds,  to  be 
hauled  over  to  the  Hilton  Head  shore  to  protect  the  vast  amount  of  public 
property  there.  The  Sebago  was  also  stationed  in  Oalibogue  sound,  the 
Marblehead  in  Savannah  river,  and  the  B.  B.  HaSe  in  Broad  river ;  whilst  the 
Paul  Jones,  owing  to  her  light  draught,  was  also  to  make  frequent  recon- 
noissances  up  the  latter  stream  and  the  Beaufort  river. 

On  the  5th  instant,  having  provided  steamers  to  tow  the  iron-clads,  I  left 
North  Edisto  for  Charleston  with  all  the  vessels  intended  to  participate  iq 
tho  attack  on  that  place,  and  arrived  there  in  the  afternoon. 

In  accordance  wiUi  my  previous  arrangements,  the  Keokuk,  Commander 
Rhiud,  aided  by  Captain  Boutelle,  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  and 
Acting  Master  Piatt,  with  Pilot  Godfrey  and  others,  proceeded  at  once  to 
buoy  the  bar,  and  to  report  the  depth  of  water  ^hich  conJd  be  availed  of  in 
crossing  the  next  morning  with  the  New  Ironsides. 

The  Patapsco,  Commander  Ammen,  and  the  Catskill,  Commander  G.  W, 
Rodgers,  covered  the  Keokiik  during  this  operation,  and  afterwards  anchored 
inside  the  bar  that  same  evening,  in  order  to  protect  the  buoys. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  I  crossed  the  bar  with  the  New  Iron- 
sides, Commodore  T.  Turner,  and  the  rest  of  the  iron-clads,  via.,  Passaic, 
Captain  Drayton;  Weehawken,  Captain  John  Rodgers;  Montank,  Captain 
J.  S.  Worden;  Patapsco,  Commander  Ammen;  Catskill,  Commander  G.  W. 
Rodgers;  Nantucket,  Commander  Fairfax;  Nahant,  Commander  Downes,  and 
the  Keokuk,  Commander  Rhind,  intending  to  proceed  the  same  day  to  the 
attack  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  thence  to  the  city  of  Charleston;  but  after 
reaching  an  anchorage  inside,  the  weather  became  so  hazy,  preventing  our 
seeing  the  ranges,  that  the  pilots  declined  to  go  further.  I  herewith  enclose 
(marked  No.  1)  the  order  of  battle  and  the  plan  of  attack,  in  which  the  Wee- 
hawken, Captain  John  Rodgers,  with  a  raft  m  front,  was  to  he  the  leading 
vessel  of  the  line,  and  the  Keoknk,  Commander  Rhind,  was  to  be  the  last, 
the  New  Ironsides  being  iu  the  centre,  from  which  signals  could  be  better 
made  to  both  ends  of  the  line. 

On  the  following  day,  April  7,  at  noon,  this  being  the  earliest  hour  at 
which,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  tide,  the  pilots  would  consent  to  move,  I 
made  signal  to  the  vessels  to  weigh  anchor,  having  previously  ordered  them 
not  to  reply  to  the  batteries  on  Morris  island,  but  reserve  their  fire  until  they 
could  pass  Port  Sumter,  in  case  there  were  no  obstructions,  and  attack  tho 
northwest  face.  The  chain  of  the  Weehawken,  the  leading  vessel,  had,  how- 
ever, become  entangled  in  the  grapnels  of  the  pioneer  raft,  and  the  vessels 
were  delayed  in  moving  until  about  fifteen  minutes  past  one,  when,  every- 
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tbiog  being  clear,  tlie  Weeliawkeii  moved  od,  followed  by  tho  Passaic  and 
others  in  the  regular  order  of  battle. 

Oa  the  way  up  the  leading  vessel  passed  a  number  of  buoj's  strewed  about 
in  every  direction,  causing  a  suspicion  of  torpedoes,  one  of  which  burst  near 
the  Weehawken,  without,  however,  prodncing  any  serious  injury. 

At  ten  minutes  past  two  the  Weehawken,  the  leading  vessel,  signalled 
obstructions  in  her  vicinity,  and  soon  after  approached  very  close  to  tbem. 
They  extended  across  the  harbor  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter,  and 
were  marked  by  rows  of  casks  very  near  together,  and  in  several  lines. 
Beyond  these,  again,  piles  were  seen  extending  from  James  island  to  the 
middle  groond. 

At  3.50  the  guns  of  Port  Moultrie  opened  upon  the  Weehawken,  followed 
shortly  after  by  all  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  island,  Morris  island,  and  Port 
Snmter. 

Not  being  able  to  pass  the  obstructions,  the  Weehawken,  and,  successively, 
the  Passaic,  Nahant,  and  others,  were  obliged  to  turn,  which  threw  the  line 
into  some  confusion  as  the  other  vessels  approached.  This  was  particularly 
the  case  with  the  flag-ship,  which  became,  in  a  measure,  entangled  with  the 
Monitors,  and  could  not  bring  her  battery  to  bear  upon  Fort  Sumter  without 
great  risk  of  firing  into  them.  She  was  obliged  on  her  way  up  to  anchor 
twice,  to  prevent  her  from  going  ashore,  and  on  one  of  these  occasions  in 
consequence  of  having  come  into  collision  with  two  of  the  iron-clads. 

The  Monitors  and  the  Keokuk  were  able  to  get  within  easy  range  of  Port 
Sumter  at  distances  varying  from  560  to  800  yards,  in  which  positions  they 
were  subjected,  successively,  to  a  tremendous  concentrated  fire  from  all  the 
batteries  on  Sullivan's  island,  Morris  island,  Sumter,  and  others  of  the  most 
formidable  kind,  and  from  guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre. 

Not  being  able  to  place  the  New  Ironsides  where  I  desired,  though  she 
was  within  a  distance  of  1,000  yards,  and  evening  approaching,  at  4.30  I 
made  signal  to  withdraw  from  action,  intending  to  resume  the  attack  the 
next  morning. 

During  the  evening  the  commanding  oificers  of  the  iron-clads  came  on 
board  the  flag-ship,  and,  to  my  regret,  I  soon  became  convinced  of  the  utter 
impracticability  of  taking  the  city  of  Charleston  by  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand. 

No  ship  had  been  exposed  to  the  severest  fire  of  the  enemy  over  forty 
(40)  minutes,  and  yet  iu  that  brief  period,  as  the  department  will  perceive 
by  the  detailed  reports  of  the  commanding  officers,  five  of  the  iron-clads 
were  wholly  or  partially  disabled;  disabled,  too,  (as  the  obstructions  could 
not  be  passed,)  in  that  which  was  most  essential  to  our  success — I  mean  in 
their  armament,  or  power  of  inflicting  injury  by  their  guns. 

Commander  Khind,  in  the  Keokuk,  had  only  been  able  to  fire  three  times 
during  the  short  period  he  was  exposed  to  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  from  action  to  prevent  his  vessel  from  sinking,  which 
event  occurred  on  the  following  morning. 

The  Nahant,  Commander  Downea,  was  most  seriously  damaged,  her  turret 
being  so  jammed  as  effectually  to  prevent  its  turning;  many  of  the  bolts  of 
both  [turret  and  pilot-house  were  broken,  and  the  latter  became  nearly  un- 
tenable in  consequence  of  the  nuts  and  ends  flying  across  it. 

Captain  P.  Drayton,  i]i  the  Pswsaic,  after  the  fourth  fire  from  her  11-inch 
gun,  was  unable  to  use  it  again  during  the  action;  and  his  turret  also  be- 
came jammed,  though  he  was,  after  some  delay,  enabled  to  get  it  in  motion 
again.  ^ 

Commander  Ammcn,  of  the  Patapsco,  lost  the  use  of  hia  rifled  gun  after 
the  fifth  fire,  owing  to  the  caiiying  away  of  the  forward  cap  square  bolts. 
On  the  Nantucket  Conimandei  Fairfax  reports  that  alter  the  third  shot  from 
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tbe  XV -inch  gun,  the  ijort  stopper  became  jammed,  several  shot  striking 
vei'j  near  the  port  and  driving  in  the  plates,  preventing  the  further  use  of 
that  gun  during  the  action. 

The  other  iron-clade,  though  struck  many  times  R(;verely,  were  still  able 
to  use  their  guna,  but  I  am  convinced  that,  in  all  probability,  in  another 
thirty  minutes  they  would  have  been  likewise  disabled. 

In  the  detailed  reports  herewith  forwarded,  from  tbe  commanding  officers 
of  all  the  vessels  engagec!,  excepting  that  of  the  New  Ironsides,  not  yet  re- 
ceived, (respectively  marked  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  1,  B,  9,)  the  department  will 
be  fully  informed  of  the  character  aud  extent  of  the  injuries  received  by 
these  vessels,  and  to  which  I  have  only  partially  referred. 

I  also  forward  herewith  a  statement  in  tabular  form,  (marked  No.  10,) 
drawn  up  by  the  ordnance  officer,  Lieutenant  Mackenzie,  by  which,  among 
other  things,  it  appears  that  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  shot  and  shell 
were  fired  by  our  vessels,  though  during  the  same  period  the  enemy  poured 
upon  us  an  incessant  storm  of  round  shot  and  shell,  rifled  projectiles  of  all 
descriptions,  and  red-hot  shot. 

Any  attempt  to  pass  through  the  obstructions  I  have  referred  to  would 
have  entangled  the  vesseln,  and  held  them  under  the  most  severe  fire  of 
heavy  ordnance  that  has  ever  been  delivered;  and  while  it  is  barely  possible 
that  some  vessels  might  have  forced  their  way  through,  it  would  only  have 
been  to  be  again  impeded  by  fresh  and  more  formidable  obstructions  and  to 
encounter  other  powerful  batteries,  with  which  the  whole  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton has  been  lined. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  endurance  of  the  iron-clads  would  have  enabled 
them  to  have  borne  any  weight  of  fire  to  which  they  might  hare  been  ex- 
posed; but  when  I  found  that  so  large  a  portion  of  them  were  wholly  or 
one-half  disabled  by  less  than  an  hour's  engagement,  before  attemptitig  to 
remove  (overcome)  the  obstructions,  or  testing  the  power  of  the  torpedoes, 
I  was  convinced  that  persistence  in  the  attack  would  only  result  in  the  loss 
of  the  greater  portion  of  the  iron-clad  fleet,  and  in  leaving  many  of  them 
inside  the  harbor,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  slowness  of  our  fire,  and  our  inability  to  occupy  any  battery  that  we 
might  silence,  or  to  prevent  its  being  restored  utider  cover  of  night,  were 
difficulties  of  the  gravest  character,  and  until  the  outer  forts  should  have 
been  taken,  the  army  could  not  enter  the  harbor  or  aiford  me  any  assistance. 

The  want  of  success,  however,  will  not  prevent  me  from  bringing  to  the 
notice  of^the  department  the  gallant  officers  and  men  who  took  part  in  the 
desperate  conflict. 

Commodore  Turner  of  the  New  Ironsides,  Captain  Drayton  of  the  Passaic, 
Captain  John  Kodgers  of  the  Weehawken,  Captain  J.  L.Worden  of  theMon- 
tauk.  Commander  Ammen  of  the  Patapsco,  Commander  tfeorge  W.  Rodgers 
of  the  Catakill,  Commander  Fairfax  of  tiie  Nantucket,  Commander  Downes  of 
the  Nabant,  and  Commander  Rhind  of  the  Keokuk,  did  everything  that  the 
utmost  gallantry  and  skill  could  accomplish,  in  the  management  of  their 
untried  vessels.  These  commanding  officers  have^ong  been  known  to  me; 
many  of  them  served  in  this  squadron  before,  and  were  present  at  tbe  cap- 
ture of  the  Fort  Royal  forts;  they  are  men  of  the  highest  professional  capa- 
city and  courage,  and  fully  sustained  tlieir  reputations,  coming  up  to  my 
requirements.  I  commend  them  and  their  reports,  which  speak  of  tliosc 
under  them,  to  the  consideration  of  the  department. 

I  took  my  personal  staff  with  me  to  the  New  Ironsides.  On  this,  as  on 
all  other  occasions,  I  had  invaluable  assistance  from  tbe  fleet  captain,  Com- 
mander C,  R.  P.  Rodgers,  who  was  with  me  in  the  pilot-bouse,  directing  the 
movements  of  the  squiidron.  For  now  over  eighteen  months  in  this  wai"  this 
officer  has  been  afloat  with  me,  and,  in  my  opinion,  no  language  could  over 
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state  bis  services  to  his  country,  to  thia  fleet,  and  to  myself  as  its  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Lieutenant  S,  W.  Preston,  my  flag  lieutenant,  who  has  also  been  with  me 
for  the  same  period,  exhibited  his  usual  vigilance  and  aeal,  and,  with  that 
ability  which  is  so  far  beyond  hia  yeais,  be  arranged  a  special  code  of  sig- 
nals, which  was  used,  and  served  on  the  gun-deck  battery  of  the  New  Iron- 
sides. 

My  aid.  Ensign  M.  L,  Johnson,  full  of  spirit  and  energy,  made  the  signals 
under  difficult  circumstances,  and  feept  an  accurate  note  of  all  that  were 
made  to  and  from  the  fleet. 

Lieutenant  A.  S.  Mackenzie,  tbe  ordnance  officer  of  the  squadron,  had 
been  preparing  his  department  of  the  expedition  with  ceaseless  labor,  care, 
and  intelligence.     He  served  also  on  the  gun  deck  of  tbe  New  Ironsides. 

The  reserved  squadron  of  wooden  vessels  referred  to  in  iny  genera!  order 
of  battle,  under  Captain  J.  F.  Green,  of  the  Caoandaigna,  was  always  in 
readiness,  but  their  services  in  the  engagement  were  not  called  into  action. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P    DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Gommanding  S.  A,  B.  Sqxuidron. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  the  report  of  Commodore  Turner,  of 
the  New  Ironsides,  has  been  received,  and  is  herewith  enclosed,  (marked 
No.  li.) 

a  F,  D.  P. 

Sear-Admiral,  do. 

Order  0/  battle  imd  jilaa  of  allaek  upon   C/iarleslan.   South  Carolitia. 

Flag-Ship  Jambs  Adgkb, 
North  Edisio,  S.  C.  ApHl  i.  1863. 

The  bar  will  be  buoyed  by  the  Keokak,  Commander  Rhind,  assisted  by  C. 
0.  Bontelle,  assistant  United  States  Coast  Survey,  commanding  tho  Bibb, 
by  Acting  Ensign  Piatt  and  the  pilots  of  the  squadron. 

The  commanding  officers  will,  previous  to  crossing,  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  value  of  the  buoys. 

The  vessels  will,  on  signal  being  made,  form  in  the  proscribed  order  ahead, 
at  intervals  of  one  cable's  length. 

The  squadron  will  pass  up  the  main  .hip  channel  without  returning  the 
fire  of  the  batteries  on  Moirie  island,  unless  signal  should  be  made  to  com- 
mence action. 

The  ships  will  open  fire  on  Port  Sumter  when  within  easy  range,  and  will 
take  up  a  position  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  that  fortification,  en- 
gaging its  left  or  northwest  face  at  a  distance  of  from  six  hundred  to  eight 
hundred  yards,  firing  low  and  aiming  at  the  centre  embrasure. 

The  commanding  officers  will  instruct  their  officers  and  men  to  carefully 
avoid  wasting  a  shot,  and  will  enjoin  upon  them  the  necessity  of  precision 
rather  than  rapidity  of  fire. 

Each  ship  witi  be  prepared  to  render  every  assistance  possible  to  vessels 
that  may  require  it. 

The  special  code  of  signals  prepared  for  the  iron-clad  vessels  will  be  used 
in  (iction. 

After  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter,  it  is  probable  that  the  next  point  of 
attack  will  be  the  batteries  on  Morris  island. 
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The  order  of  battle  will  ho  the  line  ahead  in  the  followii 

1.  Weekawkevi 

2.  PasBaic. 

3.  Montauk. 

4.  Patapsco. 

5.  New  Ironsides. 

6.  Oatakill. 

T.  Naiitncket. 

8.  Naliaot. 

9,  Keokuk. 

A  sqiiadrou  of  vessels, -of  which  Oaptain  J.  F.  G-reen  will  be  the  senior 
olEecr,  will  he  ibi'med  outside  the  har,  aad  near  the  entianco  huoy,  consist- 
ing of  the  following  vessels:  Oanaadaigaa,  Housatonic,  Huron,  TJnadilla, 
Wiasahickon,  and  will  he  held  in  readiness  to  support  the  iron-clads  wlicn 
they  attack  the  batteries  on  Morris  island. 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Smr- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Squadron. 


Rq>ori  iif  Cftptiini  PerdoaE  Dra^ion. 

United  States  Ibon-ci-id  Passaic, 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  G.,  April  8,  1863. 
In  obedience  to  your  signal,  I  yesterday  at  13,30  got  under  way,  prepared 
to  follow  the  Weehawken,  which  vessel  had  on  the  bow  a  i-aft  projection  for 
catching  torpedoes;  this,  however,  puliing  her  anchor  and  causing  some 
delay.  I  at  12.40  sigoalled  for  permission  to  go  ahead.  The  Weehawken, 
however,  liaving  at  length  cleared  her  anchor,  proceeded  at  1.15  towards^ 
Charleston,  followed  by  this  vessel.  On  the  way  np  a  number  of  buoys  of 
various  descriptions  were  passed,  strewed  about  in  every  direction,  and 
causing  suspicion  of  torpedoes,  one  of  which  machines  we  saw  burst  under 
tije  how  of  the  Weehawken.  At  2.50  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  island  opened,  to  which  I  replied  with  the  Zl-inch  in  passing,  and 
pushed  on  for  Sumter,  whose  guns  began  almost  immediately  to  fire,  and 
were  at  once  answered  by  my  two.  When  opposite  the  centre  of  the  fort, 
we  oame  pretty  close  to  some  obstructions,  which  seemed  to  extend  the 
whole  way  from  Fort  Moultrie  across;  here  I  stopped,  as  the  Weehawken 
had  done  just  before.  At  the  fourth  shot  from  Sl-inch  gun,  I  was  struck  in 
quick  succession  in  tbe  lower  part  of  the  turret  by  two  heavy  shot,  which 
bulged  in  its  plates  and  beams,  and  forcing  together  the  rails  on  which  the 
Sl-iuch  carriage  worked,  rendered  it  wholly  useless  for  the  remainder  of  the 
action,  several  hours  being  necessary  to  put  it  again  in  working  order. 
Soon  after  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  something  the  matter  with  the 
turret  itself,  which  could  not  be  moved,  and  on  examination  it  was  found  that 
a  part  of  the  brass  ring  underneath  it  had  been  broken  o9',  and  being  forced 
in  board,  had  jammed;  on  clearing  this  the  turret  could  again  be  moved,  but 
for  some  time  irregularly. 

A  little  aftei-,  a  very  heavy  rifle  shot  struck  the  upper  edge  of  the  turret, 
broke  all  of  its  eleven  plates,  and  then  glancing  upwards  took  the  pilot- 
house, yet  with  such  force  as  to  make  an  indentation  of  two  and  a  half  inches, 
extending  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  shot.  The  blow  was  so  severe  as 
to  considerably  mash  in  ttie  pilot-house,  bend  it  over,  open  the  plates  and 
squeeae  out  the  tep,  so  that  on  one  side  it  was  lifted  up  three  inches  above 
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the  top  on  which  it  rested,  espoeing  the  ineide  of  the  pilot-house,  and  render- 
ing it  likely  that  the  next  shot  would  take  off  the  top  itself  entirely. 

At  4.10,  being  desirous  of  more  carefully  examining  into  the  injurieB  to 
the  gun  carriage  and  turret,  as  the  engineer  thought  one  of  l±ie  braces  which 
supports  the  latter  was  broken,  and  also  to  see  what  was  the  external  injury 
to  the  pilothouse,  and  whether  it  was  possible  to  get  the  top  into  place, 
and  not  being  able  to  do  this  in  the  crowd  of  vessels  which  were  all  around, 
and  under  so  iierce  a  fire,  I  dropped  a  little  below  Port  Moultrie,  and  anchored, 
having  signalled  for  your  permission,  which  was  not,  I  think,  seen,  however. 

I  soon  satisfied  myself  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  either  to  the 
pilot-honee  or  Xl-inch  gun;  and  the  injury  to  the  turret  not  proving  very 
serious,  I  was  just  about  returning  to  the  upper  fort,  when  you  made  signal 
to  follow  your  motions,  and  very  soon  after,  at  4.30,  to  retire  from  action. 

At  5  I  got  underway,  and  followed  thelronsides  to  my  present  anchorage. 

The  only  really  serious  injuries  were  the  ones  mentioned  above,  although 
the  vessel  was  struck  thirty-five  times,  as  follows;  outside  armor,  fifteen 
times,  which  it  has  been  too  rough  to  examine;  deck,  five  times,  once  very 
badly;  turret,  ten  times;  pilot-house,  twice;  smoke-pipe,  once;  flag-staff  over 
turret  shot  away,  and  boat  shattered. 

There  was  a  little  motion,  and  in  consequence  some  of  the  outside  shots 
are  low  down.  Several  bolt-beads  were  knocked  off,  and  thrown  into  the 
pilot-house  and  turret,  and  the  former  might  have  done  serious  injury  to 
those  inside,  had  they  not  been  stopped  by  a  sheet-irou  lining  which  I  had 
placed  there  while  at  Port  Royal. 

Owing  to  the  delays  caused  by  the  various  accidents  ending  in  the  entire 
disabling  of  one  gun,  I  was  only  able  to  fire  four  times  from  the  Xl-inch,  and 
nine  from  the  XV-inch  gun.  There  was  some  loss  of  time,  also,  from  the 
necessity  of  using  the  sectional  rammer,  as  the  fire  was  all  around,  and  re- 
quired the  ports  to  be  kept  closed. 

On  account  of  the  dense  smoke  I  was  not  able  to  see  the  effect  of  my  own 
shots,  but,  except  a  few  scars,  I  could  not  perceive  either  yesterday  or  this 
morniog,  when  I  had  a  very  good  view  of  its  lower  face,  that  the  fort  was 
in  the  least  injured,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  our  limited  number  of  guns,  with 
their  slow  fire,  and  liability  to  get  out  of  order,  were  no  match  for  the  hun- 
dreds which  were  concentrated  on  them,  at  distances,  perhaps,  scarcely  any- 
where beyond  a  half  mile,  and  nearly  as  well  protected  against  injury  from 
shot  as  were  onvs. 

I  could  see  several  ranges  of  plies  running  nearly  across  the  upper  harbor, 
the  first  line  having  a  narrow  opening,  just  beyond  which  were  the  enemy's 
steamers,  three  of  them  apparently  iron-clads. 

I  was  more  than  usually  incommoded  by  smoke  during  the  action,  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  difiiculty  of  keeping  the  blower-bands  in  working  order, 
with  such  an  amountofwater  ashas  been  for  days  pouring  over  them  through 
the  lower  pan  of  the  turret — a  most  serious  evil,  and  which  I  think  calls 
for  a  remedy,  if  the  turret  is  to  be  kept  up  in  any  but  the  smoothest  water. 

My  experience  at  Fort  McAllister  satisfied  me  that  the  decks  were  not 
strong  enough;  and  this  of  Port  Sumter,  that  the  pilot-house  is  not  capable 
of  withstanding  heavy  shot  for  any  length  of  time,  and  even  throws  a  doubt 
on  the  turret  itself  or  at  least  its  machinery. 

The  Are  to  which  we  were  subjected  was  as  fierce,  I  suspect,  as  vessels 
are  often  exposed  to;  and  one  of  my  officers,  who  was  below,  tolls  me  that 
at  one  time  in  a  few  seconds  he  counted  fifteen  shots  which  passed  over  his 
head  just  above  the  deck,  and  at  times  the  whistling  was  so  rapid  he  could 
not  keep  count  at  all. 

This  certainly  shows  how  much  battering  our  iron-clads  escaped  by  being  so 
low  on  the  water.   You  probably  observed  yourself,  in  the  Ironsides,  the  great 
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difSculty  of  managing  these  vessels  and  keeping  tlieni  clear  of  each  other  and 
the  bottom,  with  the  limited  power  of  vision  which  the  holes  in  the  pilot-house- 
afford;  and  when  to  thia  ia  added  the  smoke,  I  consider  it  a  piece  of  great  good 
luck  that  none  of  ua  got  ashore,  or  received  injury  from  coliision. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Commander  Miller,  and  the  other 
officers,  ^d  the  crew  generally,  for  the  quiet  and  efflcient  manner  in  which 
all  their  duties  were  performed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

P.  DRAYTON,   Caplain. 
Rear-Adniiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Ironsides. 


ScpoH  (if  Captiiin  John  Rodgsn,  conaaanding  UnUed  Slatta  jVore-cZaii  Weekawhen, 

United  States  Steamer  Weehawkbn, 

Inside  Gharleslon  Bar,  S.  G.,  April  8,  1863 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Yesterday,  April  1,  one  of  the  grapnels  of  the  raft  attached  to  us  became 
so  entangled  in  our  chain  that  the  Weehawken  was  detained  about  twO' 
hours  in  getting  tinder  way.  In  obedience  to  given  signal  we  succeeded, 
however,  in  arriving  under  the  fire  of  Fort  Sumter  at  about  3.50  p.  m. 

The  accuracy  of  the  shooting  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  was  very  great, 
having  been  obiaiiicd,  no  doubt,  by  practice  at  range  targets,  since  I  re- 
marked that,  as  we  passed  a  buoy,  all  the  guns  opened  at  once.  The  mis- 
siles were  very  formidable,  being,  I  infer  from  their  marks,  bolts,  balls,  rifled 
shell,  and  steel-pointed  shot.  More  than  100  guas,  I  think,  fired  upon  us  at 
once,  with  great  rapidity,  and  mostly  at  short  range.  My  counted  shot- 
marks  are  fifty-three  ;  some,  I  presume,  have  escaped  attention 

Two  or  three  heavy  shot  struck  the  side  armor  near  the  same  place.  They 
have  so  broken  the  iron  that  it  only  remains  in  splintered  fragments  upon 
that  spot ;  much  of  it  can  be  picked  off  by  hand,  and  the  wood  is  exposed. 

The  deck  was  pierced  so  as  to  make  a  hole,  through  which  water  ran  into 
the  vessel  ;  but  it  was  not  large.  Thirty-six;  bolts  were  broken  in  the  tur- 
ret, and  a  good  many  in  the  pilot-house  ;  but  as  these  are  concealed  by  an 
iron  lining,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  many. 

At  one  tiTue  the  turret  revolved  with  diBSculty  in  consequence  of  a  shot 
upon  its  junction  with  the  pilot-house,  but  it  worked  well  again  after  a  few 
turns  had  been  made  with  higher  steam.  The  guns  and  carriages  performed 
well.  At  5  o'clock,  in  obedience  to  signal,  withdrew  from  the  range  of  fire 
and  anchored.  From  the  nature  of  the  attack  tlie  vessels  were  alternately 
under  the  hottest  fire,  and  no  one,  I  presume,  may  be  said  to  have  had  it 
very  severe  for  more  than  forty  minutes. 

We  approached  very  close  to  the  obstructions  extending  from  Fort  Sumter 
to  Fort  Moultrie — as  near,  indeed,  as  I  coold  get  without  running  upon  them.. 
They  were  marked  by  rows  of  casks  veiy  near  together.  To  the  eye  they 
appeared  almost  to  touch  one  another,  and  there  was  more  than  one  line  of 
them.    To  me  they  appeared  thus  : 

nDDanaaD 

n       D 


The  appuaratice  was  so  formidable  that,  upon  deliberate  judgment,  I 
thought  it  right  not  to  entangle  the  vessel  in  obstructions  which  I  did  not 
think  we  could  have  passed  through,  and  in  which  we  should  I     "   ' 
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Oiing'ht.     Beyond  these,  piles  wore  accn  between  Castle  Pinkney  iiiiil  the 
middle  gronDd. 

A  torpedo  exploded  under  ws,  or  very  near  to  ub  ;  it  lifted  tlie  veeee!  a 
little,  but  I  am  unable  to  perceive  that  it  has  done  ub  any  damage.  I  have 
no  accident  to  report. 

The  raft  which  we  had  attached  to  onr  bow  did  not  much  imjiede  our 
steering,  hut  while  lying  at  anchor  the  waves  converted  it  into  a  huge  bat- 
tering ram.  In  two  daya  it  had  started  the  arjnor  upon  our  bow.  No  ves- 
sel can  carry  it  except  in  smooth  water.  Its  motions  did  not  correspond  to 
the  movements  of  the  WoehawksB.  Sometimes,  when  she  rose  to  the  sea 
the  raft  fell,  and  the  reverse.  Thus  we  were  threatened  with  having  it  on 
our  decks  or  under  the  overhang.  No  prudent  man  would  carry  the  torpedo 
attached  to  the  raft  in  a  fleet  ;  an  accidental  collision  would  blow  up  his 
own  friend,  and  he  would  be  more  dreaded  than  an  enemy. 

All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  so  admirably,  that  I  am  unable  to  select 
■one  for  especial  commendation.  1  am  much  indebted  to  Mr,  Robert  Piatt,  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb,  for  his  cool  and  efficient  pilot- 
age of  the  vessel,  which  he  continued  to  direct  after  a  ball  touchiog  the 
pilot-house  immediately  over  his  head  had  given  him  a  severe  concussion. 

The  guns,  machinery,  and  in  a  word  all  our  appliances,  were  in  excellent 
order,  owing  to  the  care  and  attention  of  the  executive  officer.  Lieutenant 
Commander  L.  H.  Newman,  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  James  G. 
Young,  and  of  the  other  officers. 

With  your  present  means,  I  could  not,  if  I  were  asked,  recommend  a  re- 
newal of  the  attack. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K0DGEE3,   Captain. 

Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DtrPosr, 

Commanding  South  Allantic  Blockading  Squadron.. 


Report  of  Capiain  John  L.    Warden,  ixmanaiiding   Ohiied  Slities  inm-dad  Moniauk. 

tlNnen  States  Steamer  Montauk, 

Inside  Charleston  Bar,  April  8,  ISCiS. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  yesterday,  at  thirty  minutes  past 
Doon,  this  vessel  got  under  way  in  accordance  with  signal  from  the  flag- 
ship, taking  the  position  assigned  in  line  next  astern  of  tha  Passaic,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  channel.  At  fifty  minutes  past  two  o'clock  p.  m.  Fort  Moul- 
trie opened  fire  at  long  range  upon  the  advanced  vessels,  and  soon  aft«r  all 
the  forts  on  Sullivan's  island,  and  the  two  upon  the  upper  end  of  Morris 
island,  did  the  same.  At  ten  minutes  past  three  o'clock  this  vessel  opened 
fire  upon  Fort  Sumter  at  about  eight  hundred  yards  distance,  and  still  ad- 
vancing. A  few  minutes  later,  the  leading  vessels  having  stopped  in  posi- 
tion about  sis;  hundred  yards  from  the  fort,  I  also  stopped  in  my  assigned 
position  near  the  Passaic,  and  at  about  tiie  same  distance  from  the  fort  as 
the  other  vessels,  and  delivered  my  fire  deliberately. 

Some  miuHtes  later,  the  flood  tide  having  made,  and  setting  the  vessel 
close  to  some  formidable  looking  obstructions,  (which  I  deemed  it  highly  im- 
portant to  avoid,)  they  turned  their  heads  towards  the  flood,  and  I  followed  in 
their  wake.  Assoonaslcouldget  my  vessel  under  control,  which  it  was  quite 
difficult  to  do  in  avoiding  the  other  vessels,  I  turned  towards  the  fort  agaio,  got 
within  about  seven  hundred  yards  of  it,  and  delivered  tay  fire  as  long  as  I  was 
able  to  hold  that  position ;  but  the  tide  drifting  us,  and  the  other  vessels  being 
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close  around  me,  I  again  tuvned  to  avoid  fouling  tliem,  still  delivcnog  my 
flro  as  opportunity  occurred. 

At  about  five  o'clock  I  ceaaed  firing  and  withdrew  from  action,  in  accord- 
ance with  signal  from  flag-ship,  and  stood  slowlydowu  against  the  tide,  and 
at  5.40  o'clock  p.  m.  auchored  in  the  channel  about  two  and  one-quarter  miles 
below  Port  Sumter. 

For  about  fifty  minutes  only  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  were  under  a  concen- 
trated and  terrific  fire,  and  received  their  injuries  dui'ing  that  time. 

This  vessel  was  hit  fourteen  times,  but  received  no  materia!  damage.  I 
enclose  a  report  of  the  injuries  she  received,  and  another  of  the  ammunition 
expended.    lam  happy  to  be  able  to  report  no  casualties. 

I  desire  to  say  that  I  experienced  serions  embarrassment  in  mancetivring 
my  vessel  in  the  narrow  and  uncertain  channel,  with  the  limited  means  of 
observation  afforded  from  the  pilot-bouse,  under  the  rapid  and  concentrated 
fire  from  the  forts,  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  close  around  me,  and  neither  com- 
pass nor  buoys  to  guide  me. 

After  testing  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  observing  the  obstruc- 
tif^ns,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  Charleston  cannot  be  taken  by  the  naval  force 
now  present,  and  tliat,  had  the  attack  been  continued,  it  could  not  have 
failed  to  result  ia  disaster. 

To  the  officers  and  crew  en  masse  I  can  proudly  give  unbounded  praise  for 
their  coolness  and  cMciency  and  for  their  cheerful  and  jeady  support. 

To  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Commatider  0.  H.  Cushmaii,  I  am  much 
indebted  for  the  very  efficient  organization  of  the  crew,  and  for  all  the  ar- 
rangements for  battle.  He  has  given  me  an  earnest,  intelligent,  and  efficient 
support  on  ail  occasions. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Samuel  F.  Brown,  having  volunteered  to  act 
as  signal  officer,  and  made  himself  familiar  with  the  new  code  of  signals 
adopted,  was  with  me  in  the  pilot-house,  and,  by  his  quickness  of  sight  and 
of  apprehension,  was  of  material  service  to  me,  particularly  in  view  of  my 
much  impaired  eye  sight. 

Very  respectfully,  youi:  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WOEDEN, 
C'aplain,  Gommanding  Muntauk. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPosr, 

Commanding  South  Allanlia  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides,  inside  Gharleston  Bar. 


Report  qf  Lieutenant  Omtmandcr  C.  H.  Cushmm,  <jf  wjurJM  suslaiaed  by  Oie  Moniauk. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  effect  upon  the  "United  States  steamer 
Hontauk  of  the  enemy's  fire  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  April  1,  1863: 

Hits  on  side  ai'mor,  four.  One  of  these  is  severe,  detaching  the  entire  after 
starboard  section  of  plating  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch' from  the  backing. 
TJic  section  will  require  refasteniog.     Three  of  these  are  not  injuries. 

Hits  on  turret,  three;  none  injurious. 

Hits  on  pilot-house,  one.  This  hit  ia  tolerably  severe,  loosening  three 
bolts  and  starting  in  the  plating  somewhat.  In  addition,  there  are  some  light 
scars  i'rom  grape  or  langrage. 

Hits  on  the  deck  plating,  three;  none  very  severe.  In  addition,  there  are 
some  grape  marks  also  on  deck,  and  one  grape-sliot  lodged  between  bolts  of 
forward  warping  chock. 

H.  Ex.  Doe.  69 5 


ov  Google 


66  AEMOEED    VESSELS. 

Hits  on  upper  sin  ok  e- stack,  three;  all   unimportaut.     Second  cutter  was 
cut  adrift  and  lost,  and  Saj^s  and  staffs  considerably  riddled  by  grape-ehot. 
Respectfully,  &c.,  &c,, 

0.  H.  CUSHHAK, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  and  Executive  Officer. 
Captain  John  L.  Woeden, 

Unitftd  Slates  Steamer  Mordauk. 


Report  ijf  Commander  Daniel  Ammen,  mmmiouiiTig  Unitid  Stales  iron-dad  Fatapieo. 
Ihon-clab  Patapsco, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  April  14,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  arriving  off  Charleston  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  5tli,  I  proceedud,  aa  directed,  to  cover  the  movements  of  the 
Keokut  when  she  sounded  the  bar,  anchoring  with  the  Catskilj,  as  near  as 
safety  would  parmit.  It  was  near  sunset  when  the  work  was  completed, 
and  our  pilot  had  received  instructions.  The  Patapsco  was  immediately 
got  under  way,  crossed  the  bar,  and  anchored  near  the  inner  buoy.  After 
dark  we  were  joined  by  the  Catskill.  At  11  p.  m.  a  steamer  was  discovered 
approaching  from  the  direction  of  Charleston.  She  left  as  soon  aa  she  found 
herself  in  our  vicinitjt,  and  disappeared  before  I  had  an  opportunity  to  fire 
on  her.  In  obedience  to  your  signal,  at  12.15  p.  m.  of  the  ith  we  got  under 
way  and  took  the  position  in  line  as  assigned.  Owing  to  unavoidable  de- 
lays at  tbe  head  of  the  line,  the  leading  vessel  reached  an  effective  rangefor 
the  heavy  ordnance  of  the  enemy  at  about  3  p.  ra.,  when  she  was  opened  upon 
from  Port  Sumter,  and  shortly  after  from  a  sand  battery  above  Fort  Moultrie, 
with  adjacent  sand  batteries,  sand  battery  Beauregard,  and  the  heavy  gnns 
on  Cummings'a  Point. 

The  Patapsco  was  the  fourth  vessel  in  line,  and  at  3.10  opened  with  the 
150'pounder  rifle,  when  at  a  distance  of  1,500  yards  from  Sumter.  Following 
in  position,  we  opened,  when  at  about  1,300  yards,  with  the  heavy  gun.  After 
the  fifth  discharge  of  the  rifle  that  gun  was  rendered  useless,  from  carrying 
away  the  forward  cap  square  bolts,  an  injury  which  could  not  be  repaired 
for  two  hours,  notwithstanding  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  executive  of- 
ficer and  the  senior  engineer. 

Shortly  after  our  leading  vessel,  following  the  head  of  the  line,  turned  sea- 
ward. At  that  time,  or  before,  I  discovered  several  rows  of  buoys  above  us; 
also  one  or  two  vows  of  piles  or  heavily  moored  wooden  buoys  above  tVieia, 
one  row,  to  the  left  of  Sumter,  high  out  of  the  w\ter  This  list  appeared  to 
be  some  distance  above.  Endeavoring  to  ti  a  sh  p  s  length  U  ort  of  the 
Montauk,  we  found  the  headway  of  the  vessel  cease  ind  tl  at  she  no  longer 
obeyed  the  helm.  Backing,  we  got  off,  but  had  been  fBc  ently  1  ig  on  the 
enemy's  obstruction  to  receive  the  concent  ate  1  fi  e  of  tl  e  bdtt  ries  men- 
tioned, consisting,- as  far  as  I  can  judge  frf  n  the  m'x  ks  and  p  eces,  of  pro- 
jectiles of  7  and  8-inch  rifles  and  10  and  11  m  i  col  b  ads  At  this  time 
we  were  probably  within  600  yards  from  Foit  Moultrie,  and  a  1  ttle  more 
than  double  the  distance  from  Sumter. 

We  had  passed  several  buoys  for  range  of  gnns  or  other  purposes  ongoing 
up,  and  after  getting  off  of  the  obstructions,  passed  down  on  the  same  side. 
Although  I  endeavored,  I  found  it  impossible  at  the  time  to  make  the  signal 
that  we  were  on  an  obstruction,  and  I  have  to  regret  that,  observing  the  effect 
of  our  fire,  the  want  of  space  or  means  of  observation  in  the  pilot-house,  and 
manoeuvring  the  vessel,  prevented  that  close  observation  of  the  obstructions  or 
the  forces  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  which  would  have  been  desirable, 
the  seeing  of  all  tlie  signals  made  by  you,  or  the  accuratenotingof  the  times. 
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After  a  few  heavyblows  on  tbo  turret,  tbe  quantity  of  steam  before  ample 
to  turn  it  was  insufficient,  and  this  was  also  cause  of  annoyance,  delay, 
and  a  decreased  lire  from  the  only  gun  available. 

Obeying  the  signal  to  withdraw  from  action,  I  anchored  on  the  port  bow 
of  the  New  Ironsides,  ready  to  aid  her  if  required,  and  afterwards,  obeying 
instructions,  anchored  for  the  night  in  line. 

Forty-seven  projectiles  of  the  enemy  struck  the  vessel.  No  damage  was 
done  which  disabled  her,  although  injuries  were  received  which  multiplied 
would  do  so.  Forty  bolts  of  the  smoke-stack  were  broken,  and  a  chain 
around  it  will  be  necessary  to  its  continued  security. 

The  officers  and  crew  acquitted  themselves  as  usual.  I  am  indebted  to 
Acting  Master  Vaughan,  transferred  temporarily  to  this  vessel,  for  valuable 
aid  in  avoiding  collisions,  as  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  one  person  to  ob- 
serve properly  from  the  various  light  holes.  I  think  a  want  of  vision  one 
of  the  most  serious  defects  of  this  class,  making  it  impossible  to  fight  them 
advantageously,  to  avoid  dangers,  or  to  make  a  satisfactory  ceconnois- 
sance. 

Another  question  of  great  importance  as  relates  to  their  efficient  employ- 
ment is  the  character  of  the  battery.  If  it  is  proposed  to  batter  down  forts 
with  a  15'iach  gun,  then  it  is  quite  plain  that  we  have  to  come  within  dis- 
tances at  which  heavy  ordnance,  if  employed  in  heavy  batteries  against  us, 
cannot  fail  in  the  end  to  injure  or  perhaps  disable  us.  A  comparatively 
light  projectile,  with  the  same  charge  of  powder,  might  enable  us  to  take 
such  distance  as  would  be  effective,  and  yet  be  comparatively  free  from,  in- 
jury to  us. 

Owing  to  the  early  disabling  of  the  rifle  and  the  various  discomfitures 
referred  to,  only  five  projectiles  were  fired  from  each  gun.  I  saw  several  of 
them  were  effective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAi^'L  AMMEN, 

(Jommander. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  DuFont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Jiepari  of  Commander  George  W.  Rodgsrs,  commanding   CnUtd  Sinter  iron-dad  CalsUlL 

UKriED  States  iRos-CLAn  Catskill, 

Inside  Gharleslon  Bar,  April  8,  1S63. 
Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report,  that  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  this 
ship  off  Charleston,  on  the  5th  instant,  I  went  close  in  to  the  bar,  to  cover 
the  Keokuk  while  sounding  out  the  channel.  About  sundown,  the  channel 
having  been  buoyed,  I  got  under  way,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  and  went 
ovL'r  the  bar.  It  was  too  dark  to  see  the  buoys,  but  the  Patapsco  having 
gone  over  and  being  alone  inside,  I  pushed  on  and  anchored  safely  inside. 
During  the  night  a  steamer  came  in  sight,  apparently  reconnoitring,  but  re- 
turned upon  being  discovered.  The  6th,  the  weather  was  too  thick  to  seo 
the  ranges  for  proceeding  up  the  channel.  The  tth,  at  13.15  p.  m.,  in 
obedience  to  signal,  I  got  under  way  with  the  fleet.  At  1.45.  having  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  line  ahead,  ray  position  being  next  astern  the  flag-ship, 
started  ahead.  At  2.50,  Forts  Moultrie,  Sumter,  and  Beauregard,  with  the 
batteries  at  Cummings's  Point,  Mount  Pleasant,  and  the  causeway  or  redan 
f  from  Fort  Moultrie,  opened  upon  the  head  of  tbe  line;  the  flag- 
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ship  becoming  unmanageable  from  shoal  water  and  strong  tide,  I  pasBOd 
her.  At  3.35,  the  first  shot  struck  the  CatskiH,  and  at  3,39  I  opened  fire 
upon  Fort  Sumter,  disregarding  the  others,  the  leading  Teesels  having  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  tlie  obstructions.  I  pushed  on,  and  approaching  within  six 
hundred  yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  near  the  Keokuk,  continued  my  fire,  whicli  I 
could  see  take  effect;  one  15-inch  shot  apparently  dismounted  one  of  the 
barbette  guns.  At  5,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  withdrew  from  action  and 
anchored  with  the  fleet  inside  the  bar,  out  of  range. 

The  cross  flre  from  the  forts  and  batteries  was  most  severe.  Several  lines 
of  buoys  extended  from  Fort  Sumter  across  the  channel,  and  from  the  mid- 
dle ground  extended  a  row  of  piles,  inside  of  which  were  several  steamers. 
I  was  surprised  to  find,  even  with  this  severe  fire,  that  these  vessels  could 
he  so  much  injured  in  so  short  a  time,  two  or  three  having  passed, me  dur- 
ing the  action  to  which  some  disaster  had  happened.  This  vessel  was  struck 
some  twenty  times,  but  without  any  serious  injary  except  one  shot  upon 
tlie  forward  part  of  the  deck,  which  broke  both  plates,  the  deck  planking, 
and  drove  down  the  iron  stanchion  sustaining  this  beam  about  one  inch, 
causing  the  deck  to  leak. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  no  person  was  injured  during  the  engagement. 
The  ofBcera  and  crew  of  this  vessel  all  behaved  with  coolness  and  courage. 
Lieutenant  Commander  0.  G.  Carpenter,  the  executive  officer,  and  Acting 
Master  J.  W,  Simmons,  directed  the  fire  of  the  guns  in  the  turret  with  en- 
ergy and  skill.  To  Senior  Engineer  George  D.  Emmons  and  Peter  Trescott, 
quartermaster,  who  steered  this  ship,  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  assist- 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  RODGEES,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Co'minanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Ihport  of  Commander  D .  McN.  Fairfaz,  cammandiiig  United  Statft  iron-clad  NimttuM. 

United  States  Iron-clab  Naktucket, 

Off  Gumming^s  Foint,  April  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  vessel  in  the  attack  of  yesterday  upon  the  forts  at  the  entrance  to 
Charleston  by  the  iron-clad  fleet  under  your  command. 

At  1.15  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  a  general  signal  from  the  flag-ship,  weighed 
anchor  and  took  up  a  position  the  seventh  vessel  in  order  of  battle,  "  the 
line  ahead." 

At  3.50  the  batteries  opened  their  fire  upon  our  advanced  line.  About 
this  time  the  New  Ironsides  seemed  to  have  become  unmanageable,  falling 
off  and  out  of  line,  with  her  head  down  stream.  Her  slow  progress  pre- 
vented the  rearmost  vessels  from  closing  up  with  those  already  under  fire. 
It  was  then  the  signal  was  thrown  out  to  "  disregard  the  motions  of  the 
commander-in-chief,"  and  the  rearmost  vessels  pushed  on  to  gain  a  position 
within  e?!ective  range  of  the  forts. 

At  3.20  the  gnus  from  Fort  Beauregard  opened  upon  this  vessel  at  a  dis- 
tance of  750  yards.  At  3.50,  having  arrived  within  ISO  yards  of  Fort 
Sumter  and  1,000  yards  of  Moultrie,  and  close  up  to  the  obstructions  thrown 
across  the  channel,  I  directed  the  fire  of  the  two  guns  to  be  opened  upon 
Fort  Sumter.  Wc  were  then  under  the  fire  of  three  forts,  and  the  most  ter- 
rific was  it  for  forty-five  to  fitly  minutes.     Our  fire  was  very  slow,  neces- 
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savily,  and  not  half  so  observable  upon  the  walls  of  tho  forts  as  the  rain  of 
Iheii'  riflc-ahot  and  heavy  shell  was  upon  this  vessel.  After  the  third  shot 
from  the  XT-inch  gun  the  port  stopper  became  jammed,  several  shot  strik- 
ing very  near  the  port  and  driving  iq  the  plating;  it  was  not  used  again. 
The  Xl-inch  gun  was  fired  during  the  entire  time  of  one  hoar  and  fifteen 
minutes  only  twelve  times. 

At  5  o'clock  the  signal  to  cease  firing  was  made.  As  the  fleet  withdrew 
the  forts  materially  slackened  their  fire,  evidently  not  wishing'  to  expend 
their  ammunition  without  some  result.  Certainly,  their  fincg'  was  excellent 
throughout ;  fortunately,  it  was  directed  to  some  half  dozen  iron-clads  at  a 
time.  The  effect  of  their  flre  upon  the  Keokuk,  together  with  that  of  their 
heavy  rifie-shot  upon  the  Monitors,  is  sufflcient  proof  that  any  one  vessel 
could  not  long  have  withstood  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 
The  obstructions  being  placed  at  a  concentrated  point  of  fire  from  the  three 
forts,  shows,  concluaively,  that  they  must  have  been  of  no  mean  character. 
Our  fire  always  drew  down  upon  us  four  or  five  heavy  rifle-shots,  aimed  at 
oui-  ports.  One  rifie-ahot  struck  within  less  than  six  inches  of  the  5V-inch 
port ;  several  struck  very  near.  I  am  convinced  that,  although  this  class  of 
vessels  can  stand  a  very  heavy  flre,  yet  the  want  of  more  guns  will  render 
them  comparatively  harmless  before  formidable  earthworks  and  forts.  I 
must  say  that  I  am  disappointed  beyond  measure  at  this  experiment  of 
Monitors  overcoming  strong  forts.     It  was  a  fair  trial. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  of&cers  and  crew  behaved  with 
becoming  coolness  and  bravery.  Lieutenant  Commander  L.  A.  Beardslee, 
the  executive  officer,  and  the  senior  engineer,  Mr.  George  H.  White,  rendered 
me  great  assistance  in  the  working  of  guns,  turret,  and  even  the  vessel,  as 
the  bell-gear  broke  early  in  the  fight  and  the  orders  bad  to  be  passed  down 
to  turret- chamber,  and  thence  by  a  tube  into  the  engine-room. 

Herewith  are  the  reports  of  executive  ofBcer  and  senior  engineer.     They 
will  explain  the  condition  of  the  vessel  after  the  attack. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McN.  FAIRFAX; 
Commander  ZTnited  Stales  Navif. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  L.  A.  Beardslee  of  injiwirt  sustained  by  the  Naniadket. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Nantucket, 

Inside  Charleston  Bar,  April  8,  1863, 
^.^SiR  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  furnish  you  with  a  statement  of  the  in- 
juries received  by  this  ship  during  the  engagement  yesterday. 

We  were  struck  fifty-one  times,  besides  a  number  of  dents  by  fragments 
of  shells.  The  tnrret  was  struck  eighteen  times,  principally  by  10-inch 
solid  and  6-incli  rifle-shot.  One  rifle-shot  struck  on  the  lower  corner  of  the 
XT-inch  port,  denting  the  outer  plate  about  IJ  inch,  and  bulging  tbe  whole 
thickness,  so  much  as  to.  prevent  the  port  stopper  from  swinging.  This  shot 
Wits  received  after  the  third  fire  of  the  XT-incb,  and  disabled  the  gun  for 
the  rest  of  the  fight,  we  not  being  able  to  open  the  port.  A  10-inch  shot 
struck  directly  opposite,  and  near  the  top  of  the  turret,  starting  a  number 
of  bolts,  and  breaking  the  clamp-ring  inside.  The  others'^did  no  serious 
damage,  further  than  breaking  and  loosening  a  number  of  bolts.  There 
may  be  more  damage,  but  we  will  not  be  able  to  ascertain  without  remov- 
ing the  "pilasters"  covering  the  bolt-heads — a  job  that  cannot  be  done 

CnOC^IC 


70 

without,  for  the  time,  disabling  the  turret.  During  the  action  the  turret  be- 
came jammed.  Upon  examination,  we  discovered  six  or  e even  bolt-heads 
and  nuts  that  bad  fallen  inside  and  into  the  recess  around  the  bottom  of  the 
turret,  rendering  it  necessary  to  key  the  turret  higher  in  order  to  clear  them. 
Upon  attempting  to  revolve  the  turret  again  to-day,  found  that  another  had 
fallen  since  the  first  were  removed.  The  pilot-house  was  struck  once,  a 
square  hit,  but  doing  no  damage.  The  side  armor  was  struck  nine  times — 
once  below  the  water-line.  A  number  of  the  side  plates  are  started  so  much 
that  another  shot  in  their  vicinity  would,  in  my  opinion,  knock  them  off. 
One  bolt  was  driven  through  the  iron,  and  is  buried  in  the  oak.  Oae  of  the 
deck  plates  is  started  from  a  blow  on  the  side  armor.  The  smoke-stack  was 
riddled  in  the  upper  sections,  and  received  five  shots  in  the  lower  sections — 
one,  a  solid  10-iuch,  fell,  after  striking  upon  the  deck,  and  was  secured. 

The  steam-whistle  was  cut  off.  The  deck  plates  were  cut  in  twelve  places. 
One  shot  cut  through  the  iron,  and  about  two  inches  into  the  beam,  starting 
the  plate,  several  bolts,  and  the  planking  for  some  feet  below.  This  was 
directly  over  the  Andrews  pump,  in  the  engine-room.  The  others  are  not 
serious.  The  first  discharge  of  XV-inch  gun  blew  off  eight  of  the  heads  of 
the  bolts  securing  the  muzzle  box.  The  discharge  of  the  Xl-inch  gun,  or 
else  the  blow  of  a  shot  on  the  turret,  lifted  one  of  the  perforated  plates  on 
top.  These  plates  are  not  properly  secured.  The  outer  turret  plate,  in  the 
XY-inch  port,  is  started  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch — the  next  layer  in  a 
less  degree.  Two  of  the  "guides"  to  the  Sl-ineh  carriage  were  carried  away 
through  the  gun  not  being  properly  compressed.  Some  of  the  gear  to  the 
engine-room  bell  was  disabled-  at  the  first  fire,  causing  trouble  and  confusion 
in  getting  orders  promptly  conveyed  from  pilot-house  tc  engine-room. 
Fortunately,  we  had  had  a  speaking  tube  from  the  turret  chamber  to  the 
engine-room  put  up  at  Port  Royal.  The  ship  is  tight,  and  can,  if  necessary, 
go  into  another  fight  at  once  ;  but  to  do  so  would,  in  my  opinion,  greatly 
endanger  the  ship,  unless  considerable  repairs  are  first  given  her,  there 
being  several  places  too  much  weakened  to  resist  a  second  blow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  BEARDSLEB, 
lAeidenard  Commanding  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  I>.  MoN.  Fairfax,  U.  S.  N., 

United  Slates  Iron-clad  Nantucket:. 


litpoH  of  Senior  EngiiKtr  George  H.  White  <if  ivjuries  sustained  by  the  Nantucket. 

TJurrED  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Nantucket, 

Inaide  Charleston  Bar,  S.  C,  April  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  would  report  the  damage  done  this  vessel  during  the  engagement 
of  the  Tth  instant  as  follows:  Of  the  shots  striking  the  deck,  two  have 
made  largo  scores  and  cracked  the  top  plate ;  another,  on  the  starboard  side, 
over  the  engine-room  platform  and  directly  above  the  Andrews  pump,  has 
cut  through  the  de  k  plates  anl  seve  al  ches  nt  the  deck,  .forcing  one 
of  the  bolts  th  ougl  the  beam  an  I  the  deck  plinks  down  n  each  side  of  it. 
The  fasten!  ^s  of  b  tl  deck  plates  a  1  pla  ks  e  sta  ted  for  several  feet. 
This  should  rece  ve  atte  t  on  befo  e  the  sh  p  takes  pa  t  n  another  fight. 
The  other  shots  on  deck  have  done  no  mate  al  d  ua^e  All  the  shots 
Btriking  the  e  le  a  mo  1  ave  sta  ted  the  b  Its  and  pi  tes  In  one  or  two 
places  the  plates  a  e  c  acked  but  to  no  e  ou9  extent  Though  some  of 
tliese  shots  a  e  n  n  the  w  t  !  n  th  e  a  no  1  aks  from  them, 
the  vessel  1  nn  ly        t    f    e      The  t      et  h       I    en  strnck  in  a 
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number  of  places,  breaking  off  the  headsof  several  bolts  and  a  number  of  the 
nuts  on  the  inside.  Under  the  15-inch  port  a  shot  has  started  all  the  plates, 
causing  them  for  a  time  to  jam  the  port  closer.  This  difficulty  was  overcome 
this  morning.  None  of  the  plates  are  broken.  Directly  opposite,  but  near 
the  lop  of  the  turret,  a  shot  has  bent  the  plates  badly,  carried  away  the 
inner  ring,  and  a  number  of  nuts.  The  full  extent  of  the  injury  cannot  be 
seen,  as  it  is  covered  by  a  pilaster,  but  I  cannot  think  it  serious.  Two  shots 
struck  the  ring  at  tho  bottom  of  the  turret,  bending  it  badly,  and  causing  it 
to  jam.     It  is  of  no  use  in  its  present  condition. 

Tlie  muzzle-box  of  the  15-incti  gun  was  carried  away -from  the  tnrret  on 
the  forward  side,  breaking  eight  bolts,  five  on  the  side  and  three  on  tho 
bottom.  This  part  of  the  vessel  is  a  bad  fit,  which,  I  think,  accounts  for  all 
the  trouble. 

On  the  forward  side  of  the  11-inch  port  tlie  three  outer  courses  of  plates 
have  started  by  the  firing  of  tliis  gun,  the  outer  one  being  three-tenths  of 
an  inch  beyond  its  proper  position.  The  port-hole  is  cut  near  the  edge  of  the 
plate,  and  there  are  no  bolts  to  hold  it  in  place.  In  revolving  the  turret  it  has 
pressed  several  times  on  the  nuts,  which  have  been  carried  away  and  fallen 
down  ;  for  some  reason,  that  as  yet  I  have  been  unable  to  find  out,  the  turret 
does  not  revolve  as  freely  as  before,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  remedy  this  trouble. 
The  braces  between  the  deck  beams  under  the  turret  work  slack,  and  should 
be  provided  with  jam  nuts.  The  effect  of  all  the  shot  that  have  struck  the 
turret  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  axis  seems  to  indicate  that  ttie  bolts  fit  loo 
loosely,  and  the  iron  of  the  bolts  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  break  too 
easily.  The  violent  recoil  of  the  ll-inch  gun  on  one  occasion  forced  a  hole 
through  one  of  the  pilasters,  and  backed  one  of  the  bolts  some  three  inches 
out  of  the  turret,  at  the  same  time  carrying  away  the  two  after  guides  on 
the  carriage  ;  the  repairs  required  are  being  made,  but  in  the  mean  time  the 
gun  is  rcsidy  for  duty.  The  perforated  plate  over  this  gun  was  raised  out 
of  its  position,  but  has  been  replaced,  and  is  being  firmly  secured.  In  order 
to  learn  how  many  bolts  are  broken,  the  shot-racks  and  plates  in  the  turret 
will  have  to  be  taken  up,  in  order  to  remove  the  pilasters,  which  would  for 
a  time  disable  the  vessel,  and  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  recommend 
it  at  present. 

The  impregnable  smoke-pipe  was  struck  several  times,  breaking  the  heads 
of  bolts,  and  carrying  away  a  piece  about  three  inches  deep  at  the  top  where 
the  temporary  pipe  was  fastened.  The  temporary  smoke-pipe  is  full  of  holes, 
but  still  answers  every  purpose.  The  whistle  and  whistle-pipe  are  both  shot 
away,  as  the  after  awning  stanchions.  The  pilot-house  was  struck  ouce,  but 
no  damage  was  done.  During  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  the  bell- 
pull  gave  way,  rendering  it  necessary  to  pass  the  word  from  the  pilo1>-honse. 
This  has  been  repaired. 

The  fact  of  nearly  all  the  shot  striking  the  turret  and  the  after  part  of  the 
vessel  shows  clearly  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  either  disable  the 
guns  or  machinery.  Fortunately,  the  attempt  was  unsuccessful ;  the  ma- 
chinery and  boilers  are  in  good  order,  and  as  soon  as  the  bolts  promised 
have  been  seat  on  board,  the  guns  will  be  as  perfect  as  before  the  en- 
gagement. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  WHITE, 

Senior  Engineer. 

Commander  D.  MoN.  Faikfax,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Iron-clad  Steamer  Nantuoket. 
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Reparl  of  Coiamaiider  John  Downes,  errmmandatg  Uailid  Stales  Iron-dad  Nakani. 

Fniteh  States  Ihon-clad  Steamer  Nahant, 

Port  Royal,  April  13,  1863. 

SiK  ;  I  have  the  houor  to  eubmit  the  following  account  of  the  part  taken 
by  thia  vessel  in  tlie  action  of  the  tth  instant  with  the  forts  and  batteries  in 
Charleston  harbor  : 

Weighing  anchor,  in  compliance  with  signal,  we  occupied  the  position 
assigned  us  in  the  order  of  battle  next  to  the  rear  of  the  line,  entering  into 
action  at  about  3  p.m.;  and  at  4  o'clock  becoming  hotly  engaged  with 
Forts  Snmter  and  Moultrie,  and  the  various  other  batteries  which  lined  the 
northern  shore  of  the  harbor,  and  concentrated  an  intense  flre  upon  us,  while 
floating  obstructions  of  a  formidable  nature,  apparently,  drawn  between 
Monltrie  and  Somter,  barred  the  way  to  further  progress  up  the  harbor. 

We  soon  began  to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  the  terrible,  and  I  believe 
almost  unprecedented,  fire  to  wliich  we  were  exposed;  and  at  4.30  the  tur- 
ret refused  to  turn,  having  become  jammed  from  the  efi'ects  of  three  blows 
from  heavy  shot,  two  of  them  on  the  composition  ring  about  the  base  of  the 
pilot-house,  (one  of  these  breaking  off  a  piece  of  iron  weighing  seventy- 
eight  pounds  from  the  interior  that  assisted  to  keep  the  house  square  on  its 
bearings,  throwing  it  with  such  violence  to  the  other  side  of  the  house, 
striking,  bending;,  and  disarranging  stecring^ear  in  its  couvBe,  that  it 
bounded  from  the  inside  curtain  and  fell  back  into  the  centre  of  the  house,) 
and  the  other  on  the  outside  of  turret,  bulging  it  in  and  driving  off  the 
l|-inch  apron  bolted  oa  to  the  inside  to  keep  in  place  the  gun-vails,  and 
down  the  main  trace  of  turret.  The  bolt-heads  flying  from  the  inside  of 
pilot-house  at  the  same  time  stnick  down  pilot,  Mr.  Sofield,  twice  struck  and 
senseless — and  the  quartermaster,  Edward  Cobb,  helmsman,  fatally  in- 
juring with  fractured  skull,  leaving  me  alone  in  the  pilot-house,  the  steering- 
gear  becoming  at  tlie  same  time  disarranged.  V/e  were  within  five  hundred 
yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  unmanageable,  and  under  the  concentrated  fire  of,  I 
think,  one  hundred  guns  at  short  range,  and  the  obstructions  close  aboard. 
But  fortunately  we  got  the  preventer  steering-gear  in  working  order  in  time 
to  prevent  disastrous  result.  And  getting  my  vessel  once  more'under  com- 
mand, I  endeavored  to  renew  the  action,  but  after  repeated  futile  efforts  to 
turn  the  guns  on  the  fort,  1  concluded  to  I'etire  for  a  time  from  close  action 
and  endeavor  to  repair  damages.  At  this  time  the  squadron  commenced 
retiring  from  action,  in  compliance  with  signal,  and  we  permanently  with- 
drew, having  been  about  forty  minutes  in  close  action,  during  which  we  were 
struck  thirty-six  times  heavily,  had  one  man  fatally,  two  severely,  and  four 
slightly  injured,  all  by  flying  holts  and  iron  inside  of  turret  and  pilot-house; 
and  we  received  the  following  injuries  to  the  vessel  and  fittings,  besides 
those  already  enumerated,  the  plates  on  side  armor  broken  badly  in  several 
places,  and  in  one,  where  struck  by  two  shot  in  close  proximity,  partly 
stripped  from  the  wood  and  the  wood  backing  broken  in,  with  edging  of 
deck  plates  started  up  and  rolled  back  in  places.  On  port  quarter  side 
armor  deeply  indented,  and  started  from  side  and  extremity  of  stern.  The 
deck  is  struck  twice  damagingly — one  shot  near  the  propeller  well,  quite 
shattering  and  tearing  the  plating  in  its  passage,  and  starting  up  twenty- 
five  bolts;  another  starting  plate  and  twenty  bolts;  and  slighter  blows  are 
numerous.  In  smoke-stack  armor  there  are  three  shot-marks— one  that 
pierced  tlie  armor,  making  a  hole  fifteen  inches  long  and  nine  inches  broad, 
displacing  grating  inside  and  breaking  seven  bolts.  In  the  turret  there  are 
marks  of  nine  shot;  fifty-six  of  the  bolts  are  broken  perceptibly  to  us,  the 
holtrheads  flying-  off  inside  of  turret,  and  the  boUs  starting  almost  their 
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length  outside,  some  of  them  fljitig  out  completely,  and  being  foand  at  a 
considerable  distance  fiom  the  turret  on  the  deck.  Doubtless  many  others 
are  broken  that  we  cannot  detect,  as  by  trying  them  we  find  others  loosened, 
One  shot  struck  the  npper  part  of  the  turret,  breaking  through  every  plate, 
parting  some  of  them  in  two,  three,  and  four  places.  In  pilot-lionse  there 
were  marks  of  six  shot,  three  of  them  11-incb;  twenty-one  of  the  bolts  were 
broken  perceptibly,  and  others  evidently  started.  Tho  plates  are  also  much 
started,  and  the  pilot-house  itself,  I  think,  much  damaged  and  wrecked; 
indeed,  it  is  my  opinion  that  four  more  such  shot  as  it  received  wotild  have 
demolished  it,  One  shot  at  the  base  broke  every  plate  through,  and  evi- 
dently nearly  penetrated  ib.  Both  flagetaffe  were  struck,  hut  were  not  en- 
tirely shot  away,  and  the  ensign  remained  flying  throughout. 

In  making  this  minute  detailed  report  of  the  damaging  effects  of  shot  upon 
this  vessel,  I  have  been  influenced  by  a  wish  to  point  out  wherein  weak 
points  are  practically  shown  to  exist ;  and  I  will  add  that  this  experience 
has  proved  in  my  mind,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  to  those  above  enumerated  may 
be  added  all  hatch  plates,  anchor  well  and  propeller  well  plates,  and  the 
tops  of  the  turret  and  pilot-house,  as  entirely  inadequate  to  defend  the  place 
they  cover  from  being  entirely  penetrated;  and  in  the  propeller  well,  wherein 
the  propeller  would  probably  be  injured,  and  the  pilot-house,  wherein  is  con- 
tained the  wheel  for  steering,  and  where  exists  the  only  lookout  for  the 
guidance  of  the  vessel,  and  the  top  of  the  turret,  from  which  the  iron  would 
be  driven  iii  upon  the  heads  of  those  fighting  the  guns  telow,  the  effect, 
necessarily,  would  be  damaging.  During  the  action  wo  fired  four  15-inch 
shell,  3 J  1.10"  fuze,  three  15-iuch  cored  shot,  four  11-ineh  shell,  10"  fuze,  and 
four  li-inch  solid  shot. 

The  bearing  of  men  and  officers  was  most  admirable.  The  guns  were 
fought  coolly,  by  Acting  Ensign  Clark,  in  command  of  division,  and  all  the 
duties  performed  promptly  and  quietly  in  the  turret,  under  the  general  super- 
vision of  Lieutenant  Commander  Harmony.  Of  the  men  struck  by  flying 
bolts,  not  one  left  his  station  at  the  gun  voluntarily,  and  only  one  at  all,  and 
he  remained  until  he  fell  senseless,  and  was  carried  below.  Mr.  J.  Sofield, 
the  pilot,  performed  his  duties  coolly  and  satisfactorily  until  he  fell  senseless 
while  in  the  act  of  seizing  the  spokes  of  the  wheel  just  dropped  by  the  quar- 
termaster, (Cobb,)  though  struck  in  the  head  by  a  bolt  at  the  same  time,  but 
falling  almost  simultaneously  with  him  from  the  effect  of  another  blow. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  state  that  it  was  not  until  the  following  day,  at  6 
p.  m.;  that  the  turret  was  cleared  sufficiently  to  be  turned,  although  a  corps 
of  workmen  brought  out  from  New  York,  and  under  skilful  supervision, 
were  present,  and  commenced  work  upon  the  damages  early  the  following 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNBS,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  AllaiiUc  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Skip  Wabash,  Port  Boijal. 


Report  of  Commmder  A.  C.  Ithind,  ccmmandaig  United  Slates  iron-eled  Keokuk. 

ITkiied  States  Flao-Sbip  New  InoNsiBES, 
Off  Cummmgf^s  Foml,  South  Carolina,  April  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  torepoi  t  that  I  got  the  Keokuk  underway  at  12,30 
p.  m.  yesterday,  in  obedience  to  the  signal  from  the  flag-ship,  and  took  a 
position  in  the  line  prescribed  in  your  order  of  advance  and  attack.     At  3.30, 
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the  flag-ship  haviDg  made  signal  fo  dieiegard  hei  motions,  I  ran  the  Keokuk 
ahead  of  my  leading  vessel  to  avoid  getting  foul  m  tht  nariow  channel  and 
strong'  tideway.  I  waa  forced,  in  conspquence,  to  take  a  position  slightly 
in  advance  of  the  leading  vessel  of  the  Imp,  and  brought  my  vessel  under  a 
concentrated  heavy  fire  from  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sumtei,  tt  a  distance  of 
about  6ve  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  foimei  Ihe  position  taken  by 
the  Eeoknk  was  maintained  for  about  thiity  minntes,  duiing  which  period 
she  was  struck  ninety  times  in  the  hull  and  turrets.  Nineteen  shots  pierced 
ber  through  at  and  just  below  the  water-line.  The  turrets  were  pierced  in 
■many  places,  one  of  the  forward  port  shutters  allot  away;  in  short,  the  ves- 
sel was  completely  riddled. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  keep  her  afloat  many  minutes  more  under  such  an 
extraordinary  fire,  during  which  rifled  projectiles  of  every  species  and  the 
largest  calibre,  as  also  hot  shot,  were  poured  into  ns,  I  reluctantly  with- 
drew from  action  at  4.iO  p.  m.,  with  the  gun-carriage  of  the  forward  turret 
disabled,  and  so  many  of  the  crew  of  the  after  gun  wounded  as  to  prevent  a 
possibility  of  remaining  under  fire.  I  succeeded  in  getting  the  Keokuk  to 
an  anchor  out  of  range  of  fire,  and  kept  her  afioat  during  the  night  in  the 
smooth  water,  though  the  water  was  pouring  into  her  in  many  places. 

At  daylight  this  morning  it  became  so  rough  that  I  saw  the  vessel  must 
soon  go  down.  Assistance  being  sent  me,  I  endeavored  to  get  the  vessel 
round,  and  tow  up,  and  in  that  effort,  at  about  t.30  a.  m.  she  went  down 
rapidly,  and  now  lies  completely  submerged  to  the  top  of  hov  smoke-atack. 
The  officers  and  crew  were  all  saved,  the  wounded  having  been  put  on  board 
a  tug  a  few  minutes  before  the  Keokuk  went  down.  Owing  to  the  loss  of 
papers,  and  the  separation  of  officers  and  crew,  I  am  unable  to  furnish  an 
officer's  medical  report,  but  give  as  nearly  as  possible  the  casualties  in  the 
action  of  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND,  Commander 

Eear-AdmJral  S.  F.  DltFont, 

Commanding  South  Atlaniio  Blockading  Squadron. 
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EipoTt  of  CapfaJ™  T.  Taraer: 

United  States  Ship  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Charkslon,  S.  C,  April  10,  1863. 

Ahmibal;  Yom-  presence  on  board  of  this  ship  during  the  severe  engago- 
ment  of  the  7th  of  April  against  the  forts  Sumter,  Moultrie,  Beauregard, 
■Cummicgs's  Point,  and  the  adjacent  batteries,  which  concentrated  their  fire 
on  your  advancing  fleet,  relieves  me  from  representing  many  details  which 
your  absence,  under  like  circumstances,  would  have  made  incumbent. 

Ton  will,  however,  have  observed  how  correct  my  representation  was, 
that  this  ship  could  not  be  depended  upon  in  a  tide-way,  and  how  unman- 
ageable sbe  became,  compelling  the  pilot  to  order  the  anchor  to  be  let  go 
twice  in  order  to  avoid  grounding,  which  would  have  involved  tlie  loss  of 
the  ship. 

The  nnavoidable  delay  in  commencing  action  was  a  severe  test  to  my 
ofiicers  and  crew,  as  they  were  all  the  time  tinder  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and 
shot,  the  effects  of  some  of  which  you  have  personally  examined 

The  steadiness  and  discipline,  under  an  ordeal  of  this  kind,  without  the 
relief  of  active  engagement  in  battle,  I  need  not  state  to  you,  was  a  very 
gratifying  spectacle  to  myself,  though  what  I  had  expected  from  my  officers 
and  men. 

The  iron  turret  of  this  ship  being  too  small  to  contain  more  than  yourself, 
the  fleet  captain,  and  the  pilot,  who  were  controlling  the  movements  of  this 
ship  and  the  fleet,  I  took  up  my  position  at  the  batteries,  commanding  them 
in  person,  where  there  was,  with  port-shutters  down  and  gratings  on,  scarce 
light  enough  to  discern  the  face  of  the  nearest  person  to  me. 

I  obtained  the  soundings  as  best  I  could  from  time  to  time  by  tricing  up 
a  port-shutter  and  heaving  the  lead  from  the  sill  of  the  port,  and  I  found  the 
ship  frequently  within  a  foot  of  the  bottom.  I  attribute  to  the  extraordinary 
skill  of  the  pilot,  Acting  Master  Godfrey,  the  fact  tliat  she  was  kept  clear 
rfit. 

Forcing  her  way  up  the  channel,  she  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy  gen- 
erally obliquely,  excepting  only  when  she  fell  off  one  way  or  the  other.  One 
of  these  shots  striking  the  forward  facing  of  the  port-shutter,  carried  it 
away  instantly.  My  impression  is,  had  you  been  able  to  get  this  ship  into 
■close  position,  where  her  broadside  would  have  been  brought  to  bear,  that 
not  one  port-shutter  would  have  been  left  under  the  fire  of  such  enormous 
projectiles  as  were  thrown  from  the  enemy's  works,  multiplied  on  every  side 
of  us.  The  damage  done  to  this  ship,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  a 
port-shutter,  is  not  mateiial.  The  wood  work  at  both  ends,  where  struck, 
will  be  repaired  at  once. 

I  have  supposed  that  the  distance  at  which  she  received  the  severest  fire  of 
the  enemy  was  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  yards,  and  I  think  she  has  clearly 
proved  the  invulnerability  of  her  armor  at  that  distance,  for  there  was  very 
little  damage  done. 

So  dense  was  the  smoke  in  the  channel  that  I  could  with  difficulty  at 
times  see  beyond  fifty  yards  from  the  ship,  and  experiencad  great  embar- 
rassment in  training  my  guns,  even  when  she  fell  off  so  that  I  could  use 

I  have  briefly  expressed  in  a  foregoing  passage  my  admiration  of  the  de- 
portment of  my  officers  and  men  nndor  these  trying  circumstances.  I 
realized  all  I  have  expected  from  them,  but  I  should  fall  short  of  my  duty, 
sir,  if  I  omitted  to  present  to  your  especial  notice  the  1st  lieutenant  of  this 
ship.  Lieutenant  Commajider  George  E.  Belknap.  It  was  not  in  the  hour  of 
battle  only  that  great  demand  was  made  upon  him;  there  was  a  constant 
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pressure  upon  the  high  qualities  which  distinguish  him  as  an  elHcient  officer 
to  meet  exigencies  which  through  a  week  of  toi!  and  labor  he  had  to  pvo- 
viiie  for.  He  was  equal  to  his  work,  gave  me  a  perfect  support  at  a!!  times, 
and  I  desire  here,  and  through  you,  to  commend  him  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  government  as  an  officer  of  the  highest  merit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TTTENER,  Commodore. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlanlio  Blockading  Squadron. 


LeUer  io  Sear-Admiral  BuFonl  by  the  Sesriti:ry  of  ike  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  April  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  It  has  been  suggested  tu  the  department  by  the  President,  in  view 
of  operations  elsewhere,  and  especially  by  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  that 
you  should  retain  a  strong  force  off  OharlestoD,  even  should  you  find  it  im- 
possible to  carry  the  place.  You  will  continue  to  menace  the  rebels,  keep- 
ing them  in  apprehension  of  a  renewed  attack,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
occupied,  and  not  come  north  or  go  west  to  the  aid  of  the  rebels,  with  whom 
our  forces  will  soon  be  in  conflict.  Should  you  be  successful,  as  we  trust 
and  believe  yon  will  be,  it  is  expected  that  General  Hunter  will  continue  to 
keep  the  rebels  employed  and  in  constant  apprehension,  so  that  they  shall 
not  leave  the  vicinity  of  Charleston.  This  detention  of  the  iron-olada,  should 
it  be  necessary  in  consequence  of  a  repulse,  can  be  but  for  a  few  days. 

I  trust  your  success  will  bo  such  that  the  iron-clads  can  be  or  will  have 
been  despatched  to  the  gulf  when  this  reaches  you.  There  is  intense  anxiety 
in  regard  to  your  operations.  This  day  is  the  anniversary  of  the  assault  on 
Komter,  and  God  grant  that  its  recurrence  may  witness  the  destruction  of 
that  fortress  by  our  naval  forces  under  your  command. 
I  iim,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  "WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 


[Telegtatii.] 

ExBCUTivB  Mansion, 

Washington,  April  13,  1863. 
Hold  your  position  inside  the  bar  near  Charleston  ;  or  if  you  shall  have 
left  it,  return  to  it  and  hold  it  till  further  orders.  Do  not  allow  the  enemy 
to  erect  new  batteries  or  defences  on  Morris  island.  If  he  has  begun  it, 
drive  him  out.  I  do  not  herein  order  you  to  renew  the  general  attack.  That 
is  to  depend  on  your  own  discretion  or  a  further  order. 


A.  LINCOLN. 


Admiral  DuPont. 


ov  Google 
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FuTlher  insiraclions  (^  Ihs  President. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  AprU  14,  1863. 
This  is  intended  to  clear  up  an  apparent  iticonaistencj  between  the  recent 
order  to  continue  operations  before  Charleston,  and  the  former  one  to  remove 
to  another  point  in  a  certain  contingency.  No  censnre  npon  you,  or  either 
of  you,  is  intended ;  we  still  hope  that,  by  cordial  and  judicious  co-opera- 
tion, you  can  take  the  batteries  on  Morris  island  and  Sullivan's  island,  and 
Fort  Sumter,  But  whether  you  can  or  not,  we  wish  the  demonstration  kept 
up  for  a  time,  for  a  collateral  and  very  important  object ;  we  wish  the  at^ 
tempt  to  be  a  real  one,  (though  not  a  desperate  one,)  if  it  affords  any  con- 
siderable chance  of  success.  But  if  prosecuted  as  a  demonstration  only,  this 
must  not  become  public,  or  the  whole  effect  will  be  lost.  Once  again  before 
Charleston,  do  not  leave  till  further  orders  from  here  ;  of  course  this  is  not 
intended  to  force  you  to  leave  unduly  exposed  Hilton  Head,  or  other  near 
points  in  your  charge. 
Yours  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 
General  Hdnter  and  Admiral  DuPoht. 

P.  S. — Whoever  receives  tliis  first,  please  send  a  copy  to  the  other  imme- 
diately. 


Ldkr  frtm  Jlenr-Admirai  DuPont. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Sarbor,  S.  C,  April  16,  1863. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning,  by  the 
Freeborn,  of  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  directing  the  maintain- 
inff  of  a  large  force  off  Charleston,  to  menace  the  rebels  and  keep  them  in 
apprehension  of  a  renewed  attack  in  the  event  of  our  repulse. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  despatch 
of  the  13th  instant  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  sent  from  Fort- 
ress Monroe. 

The  department  will  probably  have  known,  on  the  13th  instant,  the  result 
of  the  attack.  In  my  despatch  of  the  11th  instant,  dated  off  Charleston,  the 
department  was  made  aware  of  my  withdrawal,  with  the  iron-clads,  from 
the  very  insecure  anchorage  inside  the  bar,  and  just  in  time  to  save  the 
Monitors  from  an  easterly  gale,  in  which,  in  my  opinion  and  that  of  their 
commanders,  they  would  have  been  in  great  peril  of  being  lost  on  Morris 
island  beach.  Their  ground  tackling  has  been  found  to  be  insufScient,  and 
from  time  to  time  they  have  dragged  even  in  close  harbors. 

I  have  since  been  doing  all  in  my  power  to  push  forward  their  repairs  in 
order  to  send  them  to  the  gulf,  as  directed,  but  I  presume  that  your  despatch 
of  the  11th  instant,  and  the  telegraphic  message  from  the  President,  revoke 
your  previous  order. 

I  shall  spare  no  exertions  in  repairing,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  serious  in- 
juries sustained  by  the  Monitors  in  the  late  attack,  and  shall  get  them  inside 
Charleston  bar  with  all  despatch  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent. I  think  it  my  duty,  however,  to  state  to  the  department  that  this  will 
be  attended  with  great  risk  to  these  vessels  from  the  gales  which  prevail  at 


AKMOKED    VESSELS.  79 

this  Boason  and  from  the  continuous  Are  of  tbe  enemy's  batteries,  which 
they  can  neither  silence,  nor  prevent  the  erection  of  new  ones. 

The  New  Ironsides  can  only  cross  the  bar  with  certainty  at  spring  tides, 
which  are  twice  a  month.  Bhe  is  more  vulnerable  than  the  Monitors,  and 
at  the  distance  she  must  necessarily  anchor  could  not  elevate  her  guna  suffi- 
ciently to  reach  any  batteries  of  the  enemy,  while,  at  the  same  time,  she 
would  be  liable  to  injury,  particularly  in  her  wooden  ends,  from  a  fire  which 
she  conld  not  return.  If  this  vessel  is  withdrawn  from  the  blockade  and 
placed  inside,  the  blockade  may  be  raised  by  the  rebel  rams  coming  out  of 
Charleston  harbor,  at  night,  by  Maffit's  channel,  in  which  c^e  she  could  give 
no  assistance  to  the  ileet  outside.  Bwt  for  the  New  Ironsides  the  raid  of  the 
31st  January  would  have  been  repeated  with  more  serious  effect. 

The  lower  and  greater  part  of  Morris  island  exhibits  a  ridge  or  row  of 
sand  hills,  affording  to  the  enemy  a  natural  parapet  against  the  fire  of  ship- 
ping, and  facilities  for  erecting  batteries  in  very  strong  positions.  The  up- 
per part  of  the  island  is  crossed  by  Fort  Wagner,  a  work  of  great  strength, 
and  covered  by  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  island  is  in  full  communi- 
cation with  Charleston,  and  can,  in  spite  of  us,  draw  fresh  re-enforcements 
as  rapidly  as  they  may  be  required.  Shoals  extend  from  the  island  which 
prevent  the  near  approach  of  the  Monitors,  and  our  experience  at  Fort 
MoAlister  does  not  encourage  me  to  expect  that  they  will  reduce  well 
defended  sand  batteries  where  the  damage  inflicted  by  day  is  readily- 
repaired  by  the  unstinted  labor  of  the  night.  The  ships,  therefore,  can 
neither  cover  the  landing  nor  afterwards  protect  the  advance  of  the 
small  force  of  the  army  available  for  operations  in  this  quarter,  which  will 
meet  fresh  troops  at  every  sand  hill,  and  may  look,  also,  for  a  reverse  iire 
from  the  batteries  on  James  island. 

As  it  is  considered  necessary  to  menace  Charleston  by  a  demonstration  of 
land  and  naval  forces,  North  Edisto  will  afford  a  better  point  from  which  to 
threaten  an  advance,  and  a  concentration  of  troops  and  ships  in  that  quarter 
would  accomplish  the  purpose  of  tbe  government,  mentioned  in  your  de- 
spatch of  the  nth  instant,  as  it  is  a  military  point  from  which  Charleston 
could  be  attacked  now,  James  island  being  fully  occupied  by  the  enemy's 
batteries. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  and  due  to  myself  to  make  these  statements,  but 
I  trust  I  need  not  add  that  I  will  obey  all  orders  with  the  utmost  fidelity, 
even  when  my  judgment  is  entirely  at  variance  with  them,  such  as  the 
order  to  reooeupy  the  unsafe  anchorage  for  the  iron  clads  off  Morris  island, 
and  an  intimation  that  a  renewal  of  the  attack  on  Charleston  may  be  or- 
dered, which,  in  ray  judgment,  would  be  attended  with  disastrous  results, 
involving  the  loss  of  this  coast. 

For  eighteen  months  in  these  waters  I  have  given  whatever  of  profes- 
sional knowledge,  energy,  and  zeal  I  possess  to  the  discharge  of  my  duties 
and  to  the  close  study  of  our  military  and  naval  position  in  the  tenure  of  the 
searcoasts  within  the  limits  of  my  command,  and  I  claim  to  know  what 
best  pertains  to  the  disposition  of  my  fleet  in  carrying  out  tbe  instructions 
of  the  department. 

I  know  not  yet  whether  the  confidence  of  the  department,  so  often  ex- 
pressed to  me,  has  been  shaken  by  the  want  of  success  in  a  single  measure 
which  I  never  advised,  though  intensely  desirous  to  carry  out  the  depart- 
ment's orders,  and  justify  expectations  in  which  I  could  not  share. 

I  am,  however,  painfully  struck  by  the  tenor  and  tone  of  the  President's 
order,  which  seems  to  imply  a  censure,  and  I  have  to  request  that  the  de- 
partment will  not  hesitate  to  relieve  me  by  an  officer  vi?ho,  in  its  opinion,  is 
more  able  to  execute  that  service  in  which  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
fail — the  capture  of  Charleston.     No  consideration  for  an  individual  officer, 
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whatever  his  loyalty  and  length  of  sevvice,  should  weigh  an  instant  if  the 
cause  of  his  country  can  be  advanced  by  his  removal. 
Tery  respectfully,  your  cbcdieat  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waiihington. 


Chief  Engineer  Stimer's  report  of  damagei  lo  the  iron-cUid  aleamen. 

Genekal  Inspector's  Office, 
413  Broadway,  New   York,  April  14,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  arrived  in  this  city,  having  left  the  fleet  off  Charleston,  South  Car- 
olina, on  the  11th  instant,  and  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  department  some 
of  the  detail  facts  connected  with  the  naval  attack  upon  Charleston  es- 
sayed by  Eear-Adrairar  DuPont  with  his  fleet  of  iron-clad  steamers,  which 
came  especially  within  my  province  as  the  general  inspector  of  iron-clad 
steamers  and  harbor  obstruction  submarine  shells. 

Previous  to  the  attack  I  recommended  to  the  admiral  that  two  of  the 
Monitor  vessels  should  have  attached  to  their  bowa  one,  each,  of  the  subma- 
rine sheila  which  had  been  furnished  by  the  department,  and  that  these 
should  precede  the  others  and  attack  the  obstructions,  attaching  to  the 
rafts  which  carried  the  shells  several  grapnel  hooks  suspended  by  chains  to 
explode  any  torpedoes  over  which  the  vessels  were  about  to  pass,  with  a 
view  to  exploding  them  before  the  vessels  themselves  should  come  into 
dangerous  proximity  to  them.  There  appeared,  however,  to  be  a  feeling  of 
objection  to  these  shells,  arising  from  an  expressed  apprehension  that  they 
would  either  run  into  some  of  our  own  vessels  and  blow  them  up,  or  if  fired 
^  designed,  against  the  obstructions,  would  recoil  against  the  vessel  carry- 
ing them  and  sink  it. 

I  explained,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  experiment  I  had  fried  with  one 
of  them  in  New  York  harbor,  which  proved  how  impossible  it  was  that  this 
latter  event  would  happen,  and  urged  their  trial  until  I  was  informed  I  waa 
wasting  valuable  time  in  pressing  forward  something  which  it  had  already 
been  decided  would  not  be  used.  It  is  with  exceeding  regi-et  that  I  am 
thus  compelled  to  report  that  this  powerful  weapon,  for  which  we  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  the  enemy  w^  entirely  unprepared,  should  not 
have  been  used  in  an  attack  which  could  have  few  hopes  of  success  with- 

One  of  the  rafts  which  had  been  prepared  to  carry  the  shells  was,  however, 
attached  to  the  bow  of  the  Weehawken,  with  the  prepared  hooks  attached, 
to  protect  the  vessel  against  torpedoes.  This  she  cairied  in  and  out  again 
in  safety,  having  proceeded  as  far  as  the  line  of  obstructions  stretching 
from  Port  Sumter  to  Moultrie  would  permit. 

Having  been  directed  to  remain  outside  of  the  bay  daring  the  flght,  I  wit- 
nessed the  conflict  from  the  deck  of  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb,  at  tho 
mouth  of  the  Swash  channel.  The  firing  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  very 
terrific.  He  was  not  only  able  to  keep  np  a  very  rapid  fire  from  his  nnmerous 
guns,  but,  I  felt  satisfied,  waa  using  reckless  charges  of  powder,  which  it  was 
clearly  wisdom  for  him  to  do,  I  therefore  expected  to  find,  upon  my  visit 
to  them,  at  least  an  approach  to  the  destructive  results  which  had  been  ob- 
tained by  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  in  his  experiments  against 
iron  targets  in  the  ordnance  yard  at  Washington.  I  was,  however,  agree- 
ably disappointed  to  find,  upon  my  inspection  of  the  Monitor  vessels  the 


AEMOKED   TE88EL3.  81 

nest  morning,  that  there  were  no  clear  passages  through  the  decks,  and  no 
penetrations  through  the  sides  of  the  vessels  or  the  pilot-houses.  The  blunt- 
headed  shots  had  proven  much  less  effective  than  round  shot,  not  only  in 
confining  their  injury  to  the  indentation  made  more  distinctly  than  is  the 
cas6  with  round  shot,  but  the  indentations  themselves  were  less  than  those 
made  by  the  spherical  balls.  On  the  other  hand,  I  found  casualties  had  oc- 
curred, which  occasioned  loss  of  life  in  one  instance,  and  disabled  guns  in 
others,  through  faults  of  design  which  only  snch  experience  could  point  out, 
and  which,  I  think,  can  be  entirely  removed  in  the  new  vessels  now  building. 

In  the  case  of  the  Keokuk,  although  I  never  believed  her  armature  would 
withstand  the  shock  of  heavy  ordnance  at  short  ranges,  (vide  my  reports 
dated  June  30,  July  14,  and  July  31,  1862,)  I  was  rather  surprised  that  it 
should  have  proven  so  easily  penetrable.  If  the  lesson  which  this  should 
teach  is  properly  received,  the  loss  of  the  vessel  will  be  a  positive  gain  to 
the  government  in  preventing  the  construction  of  armored  ships  of  more 
than  doubtful  impenetrability  to  ordinarily  heavy  ordnance. 

Although  the  Ironsides  was  not  built  under  my  inspection,  it  may  not  be 
considered  improper  for  me  to  compare  in  this  report  the  effect  of  shot  upon 
her  solid  forged  plates,  of  four  and  a  half  inches  thickness,  with  the  lamina- 
ted plates,  of  five  inches  thickness,  which  protected  the  sides  of  the  Monitors, 

This  vessel  was  twice  as  distant  from  fort  Sumter  as  several  of  the  Moni- 
tor vessels;  the  effects  are  not,  therefore,  Strictly  comparable;  still  the  dif- 
ference in  the  appearance  of  the  two  descriptions  pi'  armature  is  very  in- 
structive, and  should  not  be  passed  lightly  over  by  the  engineer.  When 
the  laminated  plates  upon  the  side  of  the  Monitors  were  struck  severely,  the 
indentations  were  deep,  the  bolts  securing  them  to  the  wooden  backing 
started  loose,  the  entire  plates  bent  and  separated  from  each  other  to  an  ex- 
tent which  impressed  the  non-professional  observer  with  the  idea  of  great  in- 
jury; but  when  the  engineer  examined  them,  with  a  view  of  judging  how  well 
they  would  withstand  another  blow  of  the  same  force  upon  precisely  the  same 
place,  he  perceived  tliat  the  original  power  to  resist  shot  has  not  been  greatly 
reduced. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  solid  plates  of  the  Ironsides  were  not  ao  deeply 
indented;  there  appeared  to  be  no  disturbance  of  the  plates  by  bending,  but 
few  holts  were  started,  and  few  persons  other  than  the  critical  engineer  could 
look  closely  enough  to  see  that  the  plate  was  entirely  broken  through  in  a 
manner  which  would  inevitably  permit  the  passage  of  the  second  shot  striking 
the  same  place. 

To  the  casual  observer,  therefore,  the  solid  plates  will  have  the  appear- 
ance of  having  withstood  the  bombardment  better  than  the  laminated,  hut 
the  unprejudiced  engineer  will  perceive  that  the  latter  disposition  of  the 
metal  is  much  the  most  effective  in  attaining  the  desired  end. 

In  consideration  of  the  vast  importance  to  oor  country  that  that  strong- 
hold of  rebellion  should  be  reduced,  I  take  the  liberty  to  express  to  the  de- 
partment my  firm  opinion  that  the  obstructions  can  be  readily  passed  with 
the  means  already  provided,  and  our  entire  fleet  of  iron-clads  pass  up  suc- 
cessfully to  the  wharves  of  Charleston,  and  that  the  Monitor  vessels  still 
retain  sufficient  enduring  powers  to  enable  them  to  pass  all  the  forts  and 
batteries  which  may  reasonably  be  expected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBAN  C.  STIMEES, 
Chief  Engineer  United  States  Navy. 

Hon.  GuDEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 
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of  Af.sidant  Secretary  G.  V.  Fox,  relative  to  supposed  j: 

attack  upon  Fort  Sumter. 

[Telegram,] 

Na¥Y  Dbpabtm 
WasUngton,  D.  G.,  April  10,  1863. 
The  sum  of  all  the  telegraphs,  via  Richmond,  up  to  9  a.  m.  yesterday  ai 
Charleston,  is  this:  Tuesday  at  3  p.  m.  the  iron-clada  engaged  Fort  Sumter 
at  nine  hundred  yards.  At  4  p.  m.  they  retired.  The  nest  day  the  Eeokuk 
was  observed  ashore  on  Morris  island  beach.  Up  to  yesterday  morning  the 
iron-iilads  were  still  inside  the  bar.  I  infer  the  attack  vas  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  fnll  information,  otherwise  it  would  have  been  made  in  the 
morning.  They  are  now  preparing  for  more  serious  worlr.  Their  depot  of 
coal  and  ammunition  inside  the  bar  is  a  safe  one,  even  in  bad  weather.  If 
there  are  obstructions  to  prevent  passing  Sumter  they  now  know  them,  and 
will  reduce  the  fort.  It  is  evident  they  can  attack  it  every  day,  and  at  night 
retire  to  their  anchorage  inside  the  bar.  The  damage  upon  Sumter  cannot 
be  repaired.  The  only  question  is,  can  the  iron-clads  stand  the  work?  I 
believe  the  Monitors  can.  The  Keokuk  was  a  small  experimental  vessel, 
and  was  probably  injured  so  that  they  beached  her.  I  see  no  reason  what- 
ever to  be  in  the  least  discouraged;  on  the  contrary,  my  I'aith  in  the  vessels 
and  the  ofBcers  is  strengthened  l;y  these  rebel  accounts. 

G.  Y.  FOX 
Hon.  M.  BiAiit, 

Poidnhaster  General,  A&iar  Mouse,  New  York. 
No.  1.  Send  a  copy  of  this  telegram  to  Captain  Ericsson,  93  Franklin 
street,  New  York. 

[Telogram.] 

Navy  Department, 
WasUngton,  D.  G.,  AprU  10,  1863. 
I  have  your  telegraph  of  last  evening  and  to-day.  As  to  the  signals,  it 
seems  too  important  to  give  out  to  our  people ;.  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  will 
cause  a  change.  The  Keokuk  is  not  a  Monitor  battery,  and  no  doubt  was 
injured  so  as  to  oblige  them  to  beaS;h  her.  Commencing  the  fight  at  two 
and  withdrawing'  at  four,  looks  as  though  it  was  not  the  main  attack.  The 
real  attack  would  be  made  in  the  morning,  so  as  to  have  all  the  day  for  the 
work.  The  next  affair  will  decide  the  matter,  and  will  be  made  after  prepa- 
rations found  necessary  from  the  experience  of  the  four  hours'  work  of 
Tuesday.  The  reported  transports  inside  the  bar  are  probably  coal  and 
ammunition  vessels — are,  in  fact,  his  depot— and  if  the  obstructioDs  in  the 
harbor  render  the  reduction  of  Sumter  necessary,  the  admiral  may  have  to 
go  back  to  his  base  several  times  before  finishing  that  work. 

G.  T.  FOX, 

Major  General  Daniel  Butterpield, 

Chief  Staff,  Headquarters. 


Order  to  send  the  Fassaio  to  New  York. 

Navy  Depabtment,  April  15,  1863. 
Sis  :  Send  the  Passaic  home,  to  New  York. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear- Admiral  S.  F.  DuFont, 

Commanding  S.  A.B.  Squadron,  Port  Boy  al,  S.  G.    ,   (  tiiiV^Ic 


ARMORED  VESSELS.  83 

Directing  ike  Pasmc  to  touch  at  Bampton  lioads. 

Navy  Department,  April  16,  1863. 
Sih:  Ton  were  instructed  a  few  days  ago  to  send  the  Passaic  to  New 
York.    Let  ber  touch  at  Hampton  Roads  on  the  way  up,  and  there  await 
further  orders  from  the  department.    It  is  designed  to  replace  her  either 
with  the  Sangamon  or  the  Lehigh. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  8.  F.  DoPont, 

Cammanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Order  for  hoard  of  experts  on  damages  to  the  Passaic. 

Navy  Department,  May  21,  1863. 
Sir  :  You  will  request  the  following  gentlemen,  viz ;  C.  W.  Oopeland,  George 
W.  Quintard,  M.  F.  Merritt,  and  J.  J.  Comatock,  to  constitute  a  board  for  the 
examination  of  the  United  Statea  iron-clad  steamer  Paaeaic,  whilst  she  ia  on 
the  ways,  and  report  in  writing  the  full  extent  of  the  damage  done  to  that 
vessel  by  the  Are  of  the  batteries  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  ;  also  whether 
she  has  been  strained  or  injured  in  any  part  by  the  gales  she  has  encoun- 
tered, or  from  any  cause  whatsoever. 

Oaptain  S.  C.  Rowan  has  been  directed  to  report  to  you  as  a  member  of 
the  board. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  F,  H.  Gbegorv,  U.  S.  Navy,  New  Jork. 


Heporl  of  Board. 

New  Yoke,  June  2,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  called  for  by  your  order 
of  the  Slat  ultimo  of  the  condition  in  which  the  iron-clad  Passaic  returned 
to  this  port.    Every  facility  was  given  to  the  board  of  examiners,  and  their 
researches  were  very  thorougiily  made,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
fact  omitted.     Great  care  ia  now  being  taken  to  fit  that  vessel  perfectly 
under  the  care  of  Captain  Worden.     The  work  is  progressing  rapidly  as 
possible,  and  it  is  expected  she  will  be  taken  off  the  ways  in  a  week. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
F.  H.  GREGORY, 
Sear- Ac 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

New  York,  June  2,  1863^ 
Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  request  contained  in  the  copy  of  a  coror 
munication  from  the  Navy  Department,  dated  May  21,  to  examine  the  United 
States  iron-clad  steamer  Passaic  while  she  is  on  the  ways,  and  report  in 
writing  tho  full  damage  done  to  that  vessel  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries  in 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  ;  also,  whether  she  has  been  strained  or  injured  in 
any  part  by  the  gales  she  has  encountered,  or  from  any  cause  whatever,  we 
have  made  the  examination  as  requested,  and  beg  leave  to  report;:^ 

-     I  Goc^lc 
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lat.  In  regard  to  the  dataago  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  but  fonr  shots 
have  damaged  any  part  of  the  etructiire  to  an  extent  to  bo  wortiij  of  any 
particular  description.  The  first,  marked  A  on  the  accompanying  diagrams, 
struck  the  upper  edge  of  the  turret,  glanced  upward  and  striking  the  pilot- 
house as  shown.  The  second,  marked  B,  struck  near  the  lower  edge  of  the 
turret,  broke  the  loose  outside  ring  on  the  deck,  and  indenting  the  turret  so 
as  to  break  the  lugs  off  the  inside  composition  ring.  The  third,  marked  0, 
indented  the  turret  about  IJ  inch,  cracking  slightly  the  inside  plate.  The 
fourth,  marked  D,  struck  the  armor  on  the  port  side  about  forty-^even  feet 
eight  inches  from  the  bow,  and  nine  and  a  half  inches  below  the  deck,  start- 
ing or  bending  the  three  outer  plates,  breaking  or  starting  one-third  of  the 
fastening  bolts,  leaving  the  remainder  undisturbed  and  all  the  plates  still 
in  position. 

As  to  the  efiecta  of  these  shots,  the  1st  raised  the  pilot-house  ^  inch  and 
started  it  over  on  one  side,  breaking  two  bolts  in  the  pilot-house,  but  did 
not  in  any  manner  affect  the  working  of  the  turret  or  the  operations  of  the 
vessel. 

The  2d  shot,  marked  B,  by  the  damage  already  mentioned,  checked  the 
operation  of  the  turret,  until  the  lugs  of  the  composition  rings,  which  got 
jammed  under  the  turret,  were  removed,  after  which  the  turret  could  be 
operated  as  usual. 

The  3d  shot,  marked  0,  apparently  a  10-inch  shot,  so  started  or  disturbed 
the  turret  as  to  damage  the  slides  of  the  11-inch  gun,  rendering  it,  for  the 
time,  unserviceable,  by  forcing  the  rails  hard  against  the  guide  pieces  on 
the  carriage. 

The  4th  shot  did  not  afiect  the  efliciency  of  the  armor,  as,  though  a  por- 
tion of  bolts  were  broken,  the  whole  of  the  plates  still  remained  in  their 
proper  position. 

The  only  damage  affecting  the  fighting  efficiency  of  the  vessel  was  that 
by  the  3d  shot,  disabling  the  working  of  the  11-inch  gun,  and  the  breaking 
of  the  lug,  alluded  to;  and  we  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  this 
form  of  injury  may  hereafter  be  guarded  by  fastening  a  very  heavy  ring  or 
band  around  the  base  of  the  turret,  to  prevent  its  distortion,  and  leaving 
sufficient  freedom  between  the  rails  of  the  carriage  and  the  turret,  bo  that 
any  slight  distortion  of  the  turret  will  not  affect  the  gun  carriages. 

There  were  some  seven  or  eight  shots  received  upon  the  deck,  though  but 
three  of  them  produced  effect  so  serious  as  to  require  repairs,  and  these  re- 
pairs had  been  made  before  her  return  to  this  port.  All  the  shots  received 
upon  the  turret  are  shown  in  diagram  No.  1,  which  represents  the  whole 
exterior  circumference  of  the  turret,  laid  down  as  a  plane.  The  indentations 
by  the  shots  varied  from  J  to  1 J  inch  in  depth,  none,  however,  damaging  the 
turret  further  than  described.  Upon  tho  pilot-house  three  other  shots  than 
that  described,  struck,  making  iadentations  from  J  inch  to  g  inch  depth,  but 
doing  no  further  damage. 

TJpon  the  armor  of  the  vessel,  besides  the  shots  already  described,  there 
were  marks  of  twelve  other  shots,  making  indentations  varying  from  |  inch 
to  2i  inches  in  depth,  but  inflicting  no  other  serious  damage. 

The  accompanying  diagrams  show  the  effects  of  the  four  worst  shots 
already  mentioned,  and  the  diagram  No.  1  shows  all  the  shots  received  by 
tbe  turret;  No.  2  shows  the  effects  of  shotAupon  the  turret  and  piiofrhouse, 
and  No.  3  shows  the  effect  of  shot  D  upon  the  armor,  as  already  described. 

On  tho  whole,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  only  damage  done  by  the 
batteries,  affecting  the  fighting  efficiencies  of  the  vessel,  was  by  tho  shot 
upon  the  turret,  which  disabled  the  11-inch  gun  by  deranging  the  gun- 
slides. 

Tho  ship,  so  far  as  the  board  could  discover,  is  not  strained  or  injured  by 
the  gales  she  has  encountered.    There  has  been  a  serious  leak  about  the 
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bow,  which  the  board  find  difflculty  in  accounting  for.  It  is  probable  that 
in  dropping  into  the  sea  the  water  got  under  the  deck  plates  around  the  top 
of  the  anchor  well;  this  can  be  guarded  against  hereafter  by  a  alight  altera^ 
tion  in  tbe  coaatruction.  There  is  also  evidence  of  some  slight  leaks  in 
some  of  the  rivets,  which  can  be  easily  remedied. 

All  of  which  ie  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  C.  EOWAN,  Captain  U.  S.  JV. 
OHAS.  W.  COPELAND. 
GEO.  W.  QUINTARD. 
M.  F.  MERRITT. 
JOS.  J.  COMSTOOK. 
Admiral  P.  H.  Ghegory, 

v.  S.  Navy,  New  York. 


Extract  of  a  Mter/ound  on  a  blockade  runner  relative  to  effect  of  bombardment 
of  Sumter. 

FoGX  Sumter,  Aprii  26,  1863. 

It  appears  from  the  Yankee  accounts  that  we  injured  their  iron-c!ads  more 
than  we  thought  we  did,  Some  of  their  accounts  are  mostly  true,  inter- 
spersed here  and  there  with  some  awful  lies.  There  was  no  breach  made  in 
the  fort  at  all.  Two  of  their  shots,  a  15-iiich  shell  and  a  11-inch  shot,  did 
come  through,  but  they  bit  in  weak  places.  The  greatest  penetration  in 
good,  sound  masonry  was  three  feet,  but  then  everything  around  was  cracked 
and  started  more  or  less.  The  most  severe  blow,  I  think,  was  about  three 
or  four  feet  below  the  crest  of  the  parapet,  where  two  or  three  balls  struck 
and  just  loosened  everything  clear  through  for  a  space  of  about  six  feet  in 
length.  As  for  knocking  two  embrasuree  in  one,  all  hnmbug;  equally  so 
about  any  of  their  boats  getting  entangled  in  the  obstructions.  They  did 
not  go  within  five  hundred  yards  of  them,  or  torpedoes  exploding,  &o.  Mr, 
Langdons  Cheves,  who  had  charge  of  the  torpedo,  said  that  for  ten  minutes 
he  could  not  have  placed  the  Ironsides  more  directly  over  the  torpedo,  if  he 
had  been  allowed  to  go,  but  the  confounded  thing,  as  is  usual  with  them, 
would  not  go  off  when  it  was  wanted — the  iaolationof  the  wire,  I  suppose, 
defective.  I  think  one  thing  has  been  proved — that  brick  forts  can't  stand 
15-inch  shot,  &;c.,  for  a  very  long  time,  but  it  has  also  proved  that  iron-clada 
are  not  as  invulnerable  as  supposed. 

I  went  down  to  the  Keokuk  the  other  day.  She  lies  off  Pumpkin  Hill 
channel.  She  was  actually  riddled,  10-inch  ahot  going  right  through  ber; 
but  our  inspection  was  rather  abort,  for  a  miaerable  little  gunboat  came  up 
and  gave  us  ahot  and  shell,  and  I  expect  we  made  the  best  time  on  record 
for  Morris  island  and  the  sand  hilla. 

Tours,  sincerely, 

F.  H.  THRALSTON. 


y  for  New  Ironfddes  to  remain  at  Charleston. 
[Despatch  No.  171,  18G3.] 

,    Flag-Ship  New  Ironsides, 
Inside  Charleston  Bar,  April  11, 1863. 
Sts;  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  of  tlie  2d  iustant, 
xaaxkpA  cimfidential,  and  shall  make  every  effort  to  despatch  immj^e(^ajpjt(_> 
five  (5)  iron-clads  to  New  '^"'— "=■  ■■- 
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■  The  department  has  already  been  informed  of  the  loss  of  the  Keokuk.  I 
win  retain,  in  obedience  to  its  orders,  two,  (2,)  the  Passaic  and  Montauk, 
these  being  the  most  injnred  and  the  weakest,  and  their  15-inch  guns  having 
been  much  more  frequently  fired  than  those  of  the  others. 

I  did  not  understand  that  the  department  included  the  New  Ironsides  in 
its  order,  and  our  failure  to  take  Charleston  renders  it,  in  my  judgment, 
absolutely  necessary  that  she  should  resume  her  station  off  Charleston  as 
the  great  protective  force  of  the  blockading  vessels  against  raids  from  the 
rebel  rams,  now  increased,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  to  three;  and  I  can 
assure  the  department,  from  my  recent  experience,  that  she  would  be  wholly 
unmanageable  in  the  rapid  currents  of  the  MisaisBippi, ' 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DTJPONT, 
Mnar-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Effect  of  shots  upon  Sumter. 

New  York,  May  13, 1863. 
My  Dear  Sir  r  I  telegraphed  you  this  morning  to  the  effect  that  out  of 
eighty  shots  fired  by  us,  forty  struck  the  fort.     A  part  of  parapet  was 
knocked  off  at  the  corner  of  an  embrasure,  and  one  breach  was  made  in  the 
middle  of  the  wall  thus  : 


If  they  had  continued  to  hit  in  tliia  breach  the  wall  above  must  have 
tumbled  in;  but  the  ebb-tide  had  turned,  our  fleet  had  only  half  the  ebb,  and 
had  to  stop  when  if  did.  By  attacking  at  an  earlier  hour,  so  as  to  have  the 
■whole  ebb,  more  could  be  accompliahed. 

The  enemy  had  thirty-seven  guns  from  one  fort,  and  thirty-cine  from  an- 
other, bearing  on  our  iron-clads  ;  in  all,  seventy-six  guns. 

Two  thousand  shots  were  fired,  and  five  hundred  and  twenty  bit — say  one- 
fourth  ;  while  one-half  of  our  shots  hit, 

Prom  Sumter,  running  north  or  northwest,  is  a  line  of  obstructions. 

This  is  the  amount  of  information  I  could  get  this  morning  from  the 

I  forgot  to  say  that  no  guns  burst  in  the  fort. 

Very  truly  yours, 

P.  S.  FOEBES. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Pox, 

it  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  0. 
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NewTouk,  June  11,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sik  :  I  have  only  now  been  able  to  get  the  details  about  Sumter, 
and  send  them  aa  I  receive  them. 

The  effect  of  the  attack  of  the  Ith  of  April  waa,  more  or  less — 

Shots  strihing. — No,  3.  Shell ;  embrasure  A,  exterior  (concrete}  keystone 
and  interior  arch  fenocked  out ;  masonry  cracked 

No.  9.  Three  shots;  one  15  inch,  other  two  not  known.  Parapet  wall 
cracked  twenty-five  feet  lo  length  seriouf.  dimage  ,  perhaps  by  exploding 
shell. 

No.  10.  15-inch  ;  Inteiior  arch  of  embiisure  B  dislocateij.;  masonry  be- 
tween piers  and  embrasure  badly  shaken    tnrt  pmicctions. 

No,  21.  15-inch  ;  mat>onry  iroucd  embrasuic  D  badly  cracked  and  pro- 
jecting inside. 

No.  35.  15-inch  ;  desti  lyed  embiasuie  F 

No,  38.  11-inch  ;  exploding  shell  ciackcd  parapet  w  ill. 


Yours  truly, 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  £o.,  &g. 


P.  S.  FORBES. 


jSuiemerti  of  commanders  of  Monitors  rdaiive  to  first  attack  on  Charleston. 
North  Edisto,  S.  C,  April  24,  1863. 

SiH  :  We  have  lately  seen  in  different  newspapers,  particularly  in  the  Bal- 
timore American,  detailed  accounts  of  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  in 
which  our  opinions,  the  condition  of  the  vessels,  and  the  facts  in  general,  are 
so  perverted  and  falsified  that,  as  it  is  not  proper  for  us  to  correct  them 
through  the  same  medium,  we  beg  leave  to  offer  a  statement  to  the  depart- 
ment of  what  really  did  occur  in  connexion  with  the  attack  referred  to,  in 
hopes  that  it  may  perhaps  permit  it  to  be  made  public,  both  in  the  interest 
of  truth  and  of  our  reputations. 

It  may  appear  uncalled  for  on  our  part  to  answer  ill-natured  and  false 
statements  coming  from  irresponsible  parties  through  the  public  prints;  but 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  opinion  of  those  at  home  is  almost  entirely 
formed  on  just  such  statements,  we  think  they  may  be  considered  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  notice,  particularly  when,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Ameri- 
can, they  are  ottered  so  immediately  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment ;  and  this  being  tlie  case,  we  shall  more  particularly  criticise  the 
remarks  which,  first  appearing  in  that  paper,  have  thence  so  widely  circu- 
lated in  others. 

Although,  as  might  be  expected,  there  were  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
the  probabilities  of  taking  Charleston,  not  one  of  us  ever  doubted  that  the 
attempt  should  he  made,  believing,  as  we  did,  that  under  the  circumstances 
almost  anything  would  be  better  than  to  give  up,  without  a  fair  trial,  what 
had  so  long  been  prepared  for.  But  after  the  experience  gained  under  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  we  were,  unanimously  of  opinion  that  a  renewal  of  the 
attack  would  be  unwise  in  the  extreme,  and  for  the  following  reason  :  Our 
vessels  had  been  very  much  injured  before  passing  the  first  of  the  three  lines 
of  defences  which  protect  Charleston,  and  perhaps,  considering  the  obstacles 
to  be  met  with  further  up,  not  the  strongest  of  the  three.  In  receiving  these 
injuries,  they  had  not  been  able  to  do  any  to  Fort  Sumter,  at  least  sufficient 
to  slacken  its  fire ;  and  even  supposing  this  point  passed,  therg  still  re- 
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mained  to  go  over  move  than  three  miles  of  water  before  reaching  the  city, 
part  of  which  we  could  see  was  obstructed  by  piles,  and  all  of  which  offered 
the  utmost  convCDience  for  torpedoes,  cables,  and  every  other  known  means 
of  stopping  an  advancing  naval  force,  to  say  nothing  of  the  guns.  When, 
in  addition  to  this,  it  had  been  proved  that  any  heavy  blow  on  the  turret 
was  very  apt  to  disorder  and  stop  it ;  that  onr  side  armor  and  decks  were 
penetrable,  and  the  pilot-house,  where  is  the  steering  apparatus,  and  from 
which  is  the  only  lookout,  could  be  made  untenable,  as  two  of  them  to  a  great 
extent  had  been,  it  is  scarcely  surprising  that  we  should  have  arrived  at  the 
above  conclusions. 

It  is  said  by  the  writer  in  the  American  that,  had  the  torpedo  been  used 
on  the  front  v^sel,  the  obstructions  at  Port  Sumter  might  have  been  blown 
away,  and  the  fleet  could  have  proceeded  then  without  difficulty  to  Charles- 
ton ;  overlooking  entirely  the  fact  that  there  would  have  still  remained  to 
destroy  whatever  the  ingenuity  of  our  enemies  could  have  laid  down  for  the  ■ 
remaining  long  distance. 

These  torpedo  rafts  had  merely  a  theoretical  reputation  for  removing  ob- 
stacles, never  having  been  tried  at  the  north  or  elsewhere,  except  in  blow- 
ing up  water,  and  certainly  being  a  source  of  great  danger  to  our  own  ves- 
sels in  fouling  each  other — a  matter  very  likely  to  occur,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  tide,  the  shoal  water,  and  the  imperfect  steering  qualities  of 
the  vessels,  and  which  actually  did  occur  on  several  occasions. 

The  result  of  the  effort  to  use  these  torpedoes  against  the  "  Keokuk," 
after  the  action  fully  anatains  the  opinion  formed  of  them. 

It  is  said  that  these  rafts,  aent  down  to  be  attached  to  the  boms  of  ourves- 
sels,  were  refused  without  trial  and  from  mere  naval  prejudice  or  personal 
feeling;  that  is  no  truer  than  the  other  statements.  Although  plain  to  us, 
that  vessels  which,  at  the  beat,  are  very  unmanageable  from  losing  steerage 
way  the  very  instant  that  the  propeller  stops,  and  from  scarcely  being  able 
to  go  more  than  four  knots,  and  some  of  tViem  not  even  that,  would  be  made 
more  so  by  these  great  projections  forward,  which  could  never  have  been 
prepared  for  in  the  original  plans  of  the  irou-clads;  still  one  of  them  was 
tried  in  our  presence  and  under  favorable  circumstances  for  steering,  as  the 
torpedoes  were  not  attached.  We  were  soon,  however,  convinced  that  our 
unfavorable  impressions  with  regard  to  them  were  correct,  and  that  in  the 
rapid  currents  and  narrow  channels  of  Charleston  we  would  most  likely  get 
our  vessels  ashore,  clogged  with  such  a  hindrance  to  their  turning  quickly. 
As  regards  the  attempt  to  blow  up  the  "  Keokuk"  with  one  of  them,  the 
failure  was  not  owing  to  any  difBculties  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  experi- 
ment by  any  officers  of  the  squadron,  but  was  given  up  very  much  to  the 
chagrin  of  the  admiral,  simply  because  the  engineer  who  came  down  in 
charge  of  it  was  not  able  to  put  it  in  order  for  work  and  to  make  the  attach- 
ment, although  at  the  time  the  sea,  for  that  anchorage,  was  unusually 
smooth.  When,  al'terwards,  Mr.  Stimers  said  the  firing  attachment  could  be 
made,  the  heavy  ring-bolts  used  to  direct  its  safe  action  had  drawn  out. 
As  it  has  also  been  stated  that  our  vessels  came  out  of  the  action  almost 
unharmed,  we  will  here  mention  some  of  the  injuries  received  by  them, 
which  will,  we  think,  go  to  show  that  such  was  not  the  case,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  out  of  the  question  to  renew  the  action  on  the  next  day, 
if  at  all,  when  we  consider  that,  although  again  liable  to  the  same  fire  as 
at  flret,  in  their  after  condition,  they  would  have  been  infinitely  less  able  to 
endure  it. 

lat.  Paasaio.  A  large  piece  of  brassing,  under  the  turret,  broken  off, 
owing  to  which,  and  its  being  forced  over,  the  turret  could  not  be  moved 
for  sometime,  and  has  not  worked  well  since.  The  gun  carriage  of  the  XI- 
inch  gun  disabled  until  the  next  afternoon,  and  the  top  of  the  pilot-house 
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forced  up,  so  as  to  expose  the  inside  to  shot,  and  not  got  into  place  until 
late  the  next  day. 

3d^  Weehawkeo  Side  armor  broken  through,  e'xposing  the  wood.  The 
flange  Bupporting  tbe  gun  piitfoim  of  Sl-iuch  gun,  broken  ;  smoke-etack 
very  much  injured,  and  both  this  and  the  turret  greatly  weakened  from  the 
loss  of  bolts      The  Httei  also  for  a  time  stopped. 

3d.  Patapsco  Eifled  gun  disabled  at  fifth  fire;  smoke-stack  penetrated 
in  eevera!  places  thiough  the  upper  part  of  armor,  out  of  which  were  forced 
forty  bolts,  rendering  the  wholf  structure  very  insecure  until  strengthened 
again;  besides  this,  the  tarret  had  been  stopped  for  a  time. 

4th.  Nantucket.  XT  inch  gun  lost  at  the  third  Are,  owing  to  a  blow 
on  turret  jamming  the  pnrt  stopper,  which  could  not  be  moved  afterwards. 
The  turret  stopped  ee\eid.l  times,  besides  severe  injury  to  smoke-stack  and 
deck.  The  concussion  box,  in  this  short  time,  lost  eight  bolts,  and  the  tur- 
ret was  made  to  move  with  great  difScuity. 

5th.  Nahant  lobt  seventy-six  bolts  from  the  tuiret  and  pilot-house;  the 
latter  very  much  injured.  The  steering  gear  deranged  and  the  plates 
started.  The  braces  that  hold  down  the  inner  gun-tracks  and  brace  of  tur- 
ret knocked  off,  and  turret  rendered  immovable  and  not  cleared  antil  5 
o'clock  the  following  tfteraoon.  Even  at  present,  after  long  repairs,  it  can. 
only  be  made  to  revolve  very  slowly,  with  thirty  pounds  of  eteam. 

We  have  now  met  and,  we  think,  refuted  most  of  the  falsehoods  pub- 
Jisheii  in  the  American,  and  would  merely  beg  to  add,  in  further  support  of 
our  views  expressed  against  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  that  the  liability  of  the 
gnus  to  become  disabled,  on  occasions  which  require  steady  use,  has  been 
shown,  as  well  as  that  the  turret  almost  invariably  refuses  to  work  after 
receiving  heavy  blows  from  shot,  not  only  because  the  consequent  bulging 
in  injures  the  machinery,  but  from  its  being  pushed  from  the  perpendicular. 
In  addition,  the  very  slow  fire  possible  from  the  XV-inch  gun,  and  the  fact 
that,  to  be  effective  against  etone  walls,  it  must  be  brought  so  near  s 
take  away  from  the  impenetrable  character  of  the  iron-ciads,  are  c 
tions  of  great  moment  to  all  those  who  wish  to  see  these  vessels  m  tne 
highest  degree  effective;  uor  have  we,  unfortunately,  reason  to  believe  that 
the  batteries  or  turrets  will,  on  any  future  occasion,  when  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  heavy  guns,  show  more  offensive  power  or  endurance  than  was  the 
case  at  Sumter. 

Very  respectfuUr,  your  obedient  servants, 

P.  DEAYTON, 

Oaptdin,  Passaio. 
JOHN  EODGEES, 

Oaplain,  Weehcmken. 
DANIEL  AMMEN, 

Commander,  Palapsoo. 
GEOKGE  W.  EODGfERS, 

Gommander,  GatshiU. 
D.  M.  FAIRFAX, 

Gommander,  NantiKket. 
JOHN  DOWNES, 

Commander,  Ifahant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Searetary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  B.  G. 
Forwarded. 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 

Bear-Admiral. 


byGoot^le 
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Sear-Admiral  DuPont  reviews  an  article  in  the  Baltimore  American. 
.[Despatch  208,  1863,] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Tort  Royal  Eoirbar,  S.  C,  April  23,  1863, 
Sih:  I  deaire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  an  article  pub- 
lished in  the  Baltimore  American,  of  April  15,  describing  and  commenting 
upon  the  attack  by  the  iron-clads,  under  my  command,  upon  the  forts  at 
Charleston,  in  terms  injurious  to  myself,  unjust  to  the  ofScers  whom  I  had 
liie  honor  to  lead,  derogatory  to  the  naval  service,  and  utterly  false  in  its 
most  important  particulars. 

I  should  not  consider  it  necessary  or  proper  to  bring  this  matter  to  the 
notice  of  the  department,  but  for  two  reasons,  which  seem  to  demand  it. 
These  reasons  are:  Firstly,  that  the  writer  of  the  article  in  question  well 
known  to  be  Mr.  C.  C.  Fulton,  of  the  Baltimore  American,  camo  here  in  the 
steamer  Ericsson,  when  that  vessel,  chartered  by  the  Navy  Department, 
brought  to  this  port  rafts  and  torpedoes,  and  camo,  as  I  understood,  by  the 
sanction  and  with  the  permission  of  the  department. 

With  this  understanding,  I  permitted  Mr.  Fulton  to  go  to  the  Ogeechee, 
in  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb,  Captain  Boutelle,  placed  under  my  direc- 
tion by  Professor  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey.  As  the  time 
came  near  for  the  attack  upon  Charleston,  Mr.  Fulton  was  still  on  board 
the  Ericsson,  from  wliich  vessel  he  again  went  on  board  the  Bibb,  and  took 
up  his  quarters  with  Captain  Boutelle. 

Secondly,  I  learned  from  Captain  Boutelle,  quite  accidentally,  that  Mr. 
Pulton  was  under  an  obligation  to  send  a  duplicate  of  his  correspondence 
to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his  censorship,  before  it  could  be 
published  An  editor  and  correspondent  of  an  influential  newspaper,  domi- 
eld  w  th  the  permission  of  the  department,  on  board  a  steamer  under  its 
cont  1  nd  submitting  his  letters  to  the  inspection  of  one  of  its  highest 
of&  al  &  manifestly  in  a  different  position  from  ordinary  correspondents  of 
the  p  s,  and  when  a  reporter  thus  situated  writes  of  an  action  which  ho 
W  tn  d  at  a  distance,  and  presumes  to  represent  the  sentiments  of  ninc- 
tcnths  f  the  ofBcers  present,  it  becomes  advisable  to  place  upon  the  record 
of  the  department  a  refutation  of  his  calumnies. 

Although  I  cannot  doubt,  from  the  statements  of  Captain  Boutelle,  copies 
of  whose  letters  on  the  subject  I  enclose,  that  Mr.  Fulton  bad  engaged  to 
eubmit  his  correspondence  to  the  revision  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  I  desire  to  staf«  hero,  most  explicitly,  that  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
suppose  he  complied  with  the  arrangement  in  this  instance.  The  honor  and 
the  high  standing  of  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  as  signally 
manifested  in  this  war,  as  in  other  wars,  must  be  as  dear  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  as  to  myself  and  to  my  brother  ofScevs,  and  it  is  simply  impossible 
for  me  to  believe  tiiat  he  should  have  been  aware,  before  its  publication,  of 
the  infamous  statements  contained  in  this  letter,  (marked  No.  1.) 

But  as  Mr,  Pulton  avowed  to  Captain  Boutelle  and  to  others  this  he  bore 
this  semi-of&cial  relation  to  the  depaitment,  and  as  the  department  afforded 
him,  if  I  have  been  correctly  mtormed  the  opportunity  to  be  present,  it 
seems  but  right  that  I  should  at  icast  deny  his  statements  in  a  communica- 
tion which  will  And  its  place  uj  jn  the  records  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Fulton  assumes  to  express  the  fetlings  of  nine-tenths  of  the  officers, 
and  of  all  the  spectators  of  the  action  as  to  the  farcical  nature  of  the  assault, 
and  its  disgraceful  abandonment  One  of  the  spectators,  whose  opportu- 
nities for  observation  were  certainly  equal  to  those  of  Mr.  Fulton,  whose 
education  as  a  soldier,  and  whose  position  as  the  general  commanding  the 
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land  forces  then  awaiting  the  result  of  the  naval  attact,  should  entitle  his 
opinions  to  at  least  equal  consideration,  has  expressed  his  impression  of  the 
assault  in  terms  very  different  frora  those  employed  by  the  editor  of  tho 
Baltimore  American;  and  here  I  am  content  to  rest  tho  matter  as  far  as 
spectators  are  concerned. 

As  to  the  opinions  of  nine-tenths  of  the  ofBcers  in  favor  of  the  renewal  of 
the  attack,  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  am  not  aware  of  what  the  impressions 
of  BO  large  a  proportion  of  the  squadron  may  be,  but,  what  is  perhaps  more 
german  to  the  matter,  the  nine  captains  of  the  nine  Iron-clad  vessels,  and 
my  fleet  captain,  were  unanimous  in  their  conviction  that  the  attack  should 
not  be  renewed;  and  as  tho  evidence  of  experts  on  the  spot  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred, even  to  that  of  other  experts  remote  from  the  scene  of  action,  whose 
opportunities  for  observation  are  less  favorable,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
my  own  determination  not  to  resume  the  offensive  could  be  strengthened. 

Tho  writer  for  tho  press  makes  me  hold  a  council  of  war  after  the  attack. 
I  did  not  hold  a  council  of  war  either  before  or  after  the  attack ;  nor  have  I 
ever  held  a  council  of  war  in  all  my  life.  I  did  not  desire  to  throw  upon  the 
gallant  officers  who  commanded  the  iron-clads,  and  who  had  so  nobly  con- 
ducted themselves  in  this  novel  mode  of  warfare,  any  of  the  responsibility 
which  pertained  to  my  own  station,  and  I  did  not  hear  their  opinion,  as  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  fleet,  until  after  I  had  announced  my  own  determina- 
tion in  the  matter. 

My  decision  on  the  evening  of  the  battle,  after  ascertaining  the  injuries 
reqi'ived  by  the  vessels,  was  entirely  my  own  ;  and  after  further  develop- 
ments, upon  a  more  complete  examination  thau  was  then  practicable,  the 
correctness  of  that  decision  is  fully  confirmed. 

It  was,  however,  most  gratifying  to  me  to  find  my  own  determination  re- 
ceive the  unanimous  and  cordial  support  of  all  the  commanders  of  the  iron- 
clads upon  the  day  after  it  had  been  announced,  when  they  called  'upon  roe 
and  expressed  in  emphatic  terms  their  conviction  that  a  persistence  in  the 
naval  attack  upon  Charleston,  witli  the  means  at  my  disposal,  could  afford 
no  hope  of  success,  and  could  not  fail  to  result  in  disaster: 

The  department  selected  these  captains  with  care,  and  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  choir  high  professional  character  ;  and  I  suppose  that  their  opin- 
ions, thus  coinciding  with  my  own  and  with  those  of  my  well-tried  chief  of 
staff,  will  stand  the  test  of  impartial  and  intelligent  criticism,  even  if  ad- 
verse to  those  of  the  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  American, 

When  I  made  the  signal  to  withdraw  from  action,  on  tho  evening  of  the 
Ith,  the  Ironsides  was  but  slightly  injured,  though  she  had  been  under  a 
heavy  fire.  I  did  not  then  know  the  condition  of  the  Monitors,  and  I  recalled 
the  ships  only  because  it  was  too  late  to  attempt  further  to  force  the  ob- 
structions that  night.  Subsequently,  when  I  learned  from  the  several  cap- 
taias  the  difficulties  they  had  encountered,  the  extent  of  the  damages  they 
had  sustained  in  their  hulls  and  turrets,  and  the  fact  that  five  out  of  eight 
of  their  vessels  were,  for  the  time,  either  wholly  or  half  disabled  as  to  tlie 
use  of  their  guns,  it  was  made  perfectly  clear  to  my  mind  that,  once  en- 
tangled among  the  obstructions,  should  wo  attempt  to  pass  them  under  a 
fire  so  crushing  as  that  from  the  forts  had  boon,  even  tho  extraordinary 
power  of  endurance  pertaining  to  these  Monitors  could  not  sustain  this  fire 
again  during  another  hour  of  attack. 

This  correspondent  reports  that  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  Mr.  Stimera 
and  his  workmen  had  put  all  tho  Monitors  in  as  good  condition  as  they  had 
been  on  the  Ith,  before  tho  action  ;  that  the  turret  of  the  Nahant  was  freed 
from  the  difficulty  which  had  prevented  it  from  revolving,  and  that  the 
workmen  had  all  left  at  one  o'clock,  reporting  every  difficulty  as  to  the 
working  of  turrets,  guns,  &c.,  fully  remedied. 

rr:b,G00t^lc 
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The  tnrret  of  the  Nahant  did  not  begin  to  turn  until  5  p.  m.,  and  it  waa 
late  at  night  before  she  could  have  gone  into  action  again. 

Seventy-six  bolts  were  driven  out  of  her  turret  and  pilot-house,  which 
could  not  be  replaced,  and  she  would  have  been  utterly  disabled  by  a  few 
more  shot.  The  Weebawken  thought  her  battery  was  in  good  condition, 
whereas  it  was  discovered  that  her  Zl-inch  was  disabled ;  and  it  is  not 
yet  repaired;  I  will  only  add  here  that  the  side  armor  of  the  Weehawken, 
at  the  Tyat«r'e  edge,  was  pierced  through  and  the  wood  laid  bare ;  one  more 
blow  there,  and  she  would  have  gone  down.  I  am  having  a  careful  drawing 
made  of  this  fracture,  to  send  to  the  department. 

The  repairs  that  it  was  practicable  to  make  at  the  time  were  of  course 
alight,  and  temporary  in  their  character.  I  had  hoped  that  those  made  on 
the  Passaic,  after  the  Ogeechee  affair,  would  carry  her  through  this  fight ; 
but  she  broke  down  in  forty  minutes  in  a  worse  manner  than  she  did  under 
her  eight  hours'  fire  irom  Fort  McAllister.  The  Nahant  and  Fatapsco,  un- 
hurt in  that  engagement,  were  almost  immediately  crippled  in  this  one. 

I  visited  the  Monitors  on  the  18th  instant,  and  upon  examining  into  their 
.condition  myself,  I  found  their  captains  had  rather  underrated  the  damage 
they  had  received,  and  so  far  from  the  seven  vessels  being  in  as  good  order 
by  noon  of  the  8th  as  they  had  been  at  noon  of  the  Ith,  according  to  Mr. 
Fulton,  three  of  them  are  now,  at  this  date,  in  Station  creek,  undergoing  im- 
portant and  much-needed  repairs.  I  wish  I  could  get  them  out  in  as  good 
order  as  they  were  at  aoon  of  the  Hh. 

The  writer  states  that  the  naval  officers  and  myself  have  been  hatf.'.ted 
and  oppressed  by  the  dread  of  invisible  torpedoes  and  of  other  obstructions 
in  the  channel ;  that  the  fear  of  these  ghosts  prevented  the  success  of  the 
attack  ;  that  the  Navy  Department  had  provided  means  for  the  removal  of 
these  torpedoes,  and  that  the  naval  ofScers  were  afraid  to  use  them. 

Torpedoes  are  not  placed  so  as  to  be  visible.  The  Cairo  was  destroyed 
by  an  invisible  torpedo  in  the  western  waters  ;  the  Montauk  was  damaged 
by  an  invisible  torpedo  at  the  Ogeechee ;  an  invisible  torpedo  exploded  un- 
der or  near  the  Weehawken,  from  whose  propeller  shaft  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  of  rope,  then  furled  around  it,  have  just  been  removed  ;  and  the 
Patapsco  was  brought  up  by,  and  hung  upon,  an  invisible  obstruction  for 
ten  minutes,  in  the  focus  of  the  storm  of  shot.  To  have  ventured  further 
into  that  labyrinth  would  have  been  to  anchor  the  vessels  helplessly  by 
their  sterns,  (those  of  them,  at  least,  that  escaped  the  invisible  torpedoes,) 
and  thus  expose  them  to  a  fire  which  thoy  could  neither  endure  nor  effectively 
return,  and,  finally,  to  have  allowed  them  to  fall  into  the  possession  of  the 
enemy. 

Imputations  like  these  upon  the  judgment,  the  conduct,  and  the  courage 
of  officers  of  high  character  and  of  long  standing  in  the  service,  who  Have 
been  tried  over  and  over  again  in  this  war,  and  who,  in  my  judgment,  have 
no  superiors  in  the  navy,  coming  from  a  person  in  a  manner  indorsed  by 
the  Navy  Department,  and  in  communication  with  it,  have  not  been  received 
with  perfect  composure.  If  Mr.  Fulton  is  correct  in  this  impeachment  of 
these  gentlemen,  then  the  captains  of  the  four  leading  Monitors,  whose 
orders  were  to  pass  around  to  the  northwest  side  of  Sumter  and  to  gain  a 
position  off  its  inner  face,  failed  in  their  duty  to  me,  to  the  service,  and  to 
their  country.  Either  they  were  ijnworthy  of  the  occasion,  or  Mr.  CO. 
Pulton  is  guOty  of  most  inexcusable  calumniation. 

One  more  item,  and  I  have  done.  Mr.  Fulton  avers  that  sufficient  experi- 
ments were  not  made  with  the  rafts  and  torpedoes,  and  states  thatthpy 
were  condemned  without  an  examination  from  a  dislike  to  Ericsson  and  his 
naval  innovations.  I  refer  the  department  to  the  letter  of  Captain  John 
Eodgers,  upon  the  matter  of  the  rafts  and  torpedoes,  as  satisfactorily  dis- 


AEMOEED  TESSEL8.  93 

posing  of  the  qncstioa  of  oxperimeats,  and  of  their  use  or  disuse  in  tlie  at- 
tack upon  Ghai-lceton.     (Enclosure,  marked  No.  2.} 

As  to  tho  ofQcere  of  the  Monitors  being  afraid  to  blow  up  the  Keokok 
with  their  appliances,  Mr.  Fulton  certainly  had  the  means  for  obtaining  ac- 
curate information,  upon  this  point  from  Chief  Engineer  Eobie,  who  was 
likewise  quartered  on  board  the  Ericsson.  The  Weehawken,  Captain  John 
Eodgcrs,  was  put  at  the  disposal  of  Chief  Engineer  Robie  for  that  purpose, 
and  every  facility  given  to  &em  ni  my  power  to  afford.  This  engineer,  who 
was  sent  out  by  the  department  in  chaige  of  the  raft  and  torpedoes,  did  not 
find  it  practicable  to  u^e  the  toipedo  against  the  Keokuk,  then  lying  hard 
aground,  remote  ftom  other  ve^seh,  and  undisturbed  by  any  fire  from  the 
enemy. 

It  is  possible  to  afck  too  much  of  men  at  certain  times  and  under  certain 
circumstances,  "ind,  in  thia  mstanco,  to  have  attached  these  rafts  and  torpe- 
does to  the  bows  of  the  Monitois  with  the  expectation  that  these  vessels 
could  be  fonght  amid  such  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy,  and  at 
the  same  time  cany  on  subtQarine  mniing  operations,  would  perhaps  have 
overtasked  the  faculties  of  most  petsons,  and  in  all  probability  have  "hoist 
tho  engineer  with  his  own  petard,"  or,  if  not  him,  his  friend,  instead  of  hia 
enemy. 

I  now  take  leave  of  this  the  most  odious  subject  I  have  ever  had  occa- 
sion to  notice.  Some  other  assertions  of  Mr.  Fulton,  which  might  be  flatly 
contradicted,  I  havo  not  discussed,  nor  have  I  thought  it  worth  while  to 
consider  hia  opinions  npon  purely  professional  points.  To  undergo  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  and  the  stabs  of  an  assassin  of  character  at  one  and  the  same 
time  is  too  much  for  my  philosophy,  and  for  my  further  protection  against 
assaults  of  the  latter  kind  I  look  for  and  expect  the  couateuance  of  the 
department. 

I  make  this  request  to  the  department  because  up  to  the  latest  dates 
received  here  none  of  my  official  reports  had  been  published,  while  the 
statements  which  I  have  made  the  subject  of  this  communication  have  been 
spread  unanswered  throughout  the  country. 

So  far  as  I  have  seen,  the  tone  of  the  press  generally  has  been  just,  and 
in  many  instances  generous.  The  exception  ia  the  Baltimore  American, 
which  seems  to  have  had  its  own  hostile  proclivities  heightened  by  an 
association  with  an  ofScer  of  the  service  wliose  name  appears  frequently 
and  prominently  in  its  report  in  connexion  with  the  repairs  upon  the  iron- 
clads and  in  relation  to  the  torpedoes  and  the  rafts;  I  mean  Mr,  A.  0. 
Stimers,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  i\  DCPONT, 
Bear-Admired,  Comd'g  S.  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GinEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[DeapatchHo.  203,  1863.— Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Bibb,  April  22,  1S63. 

Mt  Deae  Sib:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  first 
saw  Mr.  Fulton  on  the  24th  of  February,  when  he  came  on  board  this  vessel 
with  Messrs.  Stimers  and  Newton,  naval  engineers. 

The  latter  oificers  were  directed  by  you  to  take  passage  in  the  Bibb  to 
"Wassau  and  Ossabaii  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Passaic  and  Men- 
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tauk,  and  I  understood  tiiat  Mr,  Fulton  accompanied  them  by  your  permis- 
sion and  authority. 

We  were  two  daya  at  Wasaau  and  one  at  Osaabau.  At  each  place  Mr, 
Fulton  visited  tiie  "Monitors"  with  the  inspecting  engineers,  acd  made  such 
notes  as  he  thought  proper. 

During  our  voyage  a  conversation  tooli  place  in  my  cabin  between  Mr. 
Fulton,  Mr.  Bartlett,  (paymaster  of  the  Bibb,)  and  myself  upon  the  respon- 
sibilities attaching  to  a  newspaper  correspondence  from  the  centres  of 
active  operations  in  face  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  Fulton  said  it  was  his  practice 
to  use  a  "manifold  letter-writer"  in  writing  his  notes,  making  several 
copies.  One  was  mailed  to  his  brother  at  Baltimore,  and  another  copy  was 
sent  by  the  mail  to  Mr.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Mr.  Fulton 
■went  on  to  say  that  his  brother  did  not  publish  the  letter  until  sufficient 
time  had  elapsed  for  Mr.  Fox  to  receive  and  examine  the  manuscript  and 
telegraph  to  Baltimore  if  he  objected  to  any  portion  thereof.  Anything 
■written  here,  and  objected  to  by  Mr.  Fox,  was  stricken  out,  and  did  not 
appear  in  the  paper, 

Mr.  Fulton  had  with  him  document  eavelopes,  with  Mr.  Fox's  printed 
official  address  upon  them,  and,  in  at  least  one  case,  mailed  his  notes  in  one 
of  these  envelopes  while  on  board  my  vessel. 

As  this  arrangement  gave  Mr.  F.  a  semi-ofBciai  character,  and  as  ho  was 
living  on  the  Ericsson,  chartered  as  a  naval  transport,  I  naturally  inferred 
that  you  knew  all  about  it,  and  on  my  return  to  Port  Royal  mentioned  it 
incidentally  in  conversation  with  you  as  a  matter  with  which  yon  were 
familiar.     It  surprised  me  greatly  to  Hud  that  you  were  ignorant  of  it. 

On  reading  the  above  to  Mr.  Bartlett,  I  find  that  his  recollection  of  Mr. 
Pulton's  statements  perfectly  accords  with  mine. 
Yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

CHARLES  0.  BOXTTELLB, 
Assistant  G.  S.,  Gomd'g  V.  S.  Steamer  Bibb. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPont,  U.  S.  N., 

C'omcTg  S.  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Endoaare  No.  2.— Despatch  No.  208,  1SG3.] 

United  States  Steamer  Wbkiiawken, 

Fort  Boyal,  AprU  20,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  raft  said  to  have  been  invented  by 
Mr.  Ericsson,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  torpedo  to  bo  used  in  blowing  up 
obstructions; 

Upon  trial  in  this  harbor  I  found  that  the  vessel  with  the  simple  raft 
steered  as  well,  I  thought,  as  usual — certainly  not  so  much  worse  as  to 
render  its  use  objectionable.  Whether  she  would  handle  as  well  with  the 
resistance  of  the  torpedo  12  feet  under  water  added  on  to  the  raft,  I  have 
not  tried,  and  therefore  can  express  no  opinion. 

There  was  another  trial  of  the  simple  raft  attached  to  this  vessel  in  North 
Edisto  harbor,  with  the  captains  of  the  ii-on-clads  on  board.  They  did  not 
judge  of  it  so  favorably  as  to  be  willing  to  use  it.  I  thought  that  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  carry  the  torpedo  into  action,  since,  in  evolutions,  we  might 
come  into  contact  with  some  of  our  own  vessels,  and  thus  blow  them  up. 

The  event  proves  that  the  anticipation  was  not  01  founded — two  iron-clads 
actually  came  into  collision  with  the  Ironsides,  and  she  had  to  Btop  to  avoid 
the  Weehawken. 

rr:b,G00t^lc 
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Had  those  veasela  which  actually  touched  her  been  provided  with  formida- 
ble toi-pcdoee  to  explode  upon  contact,  the  result  might  have  been  moat  dis- 
astrous. In  plain  words,  that  folly  would  rise  into  crime  which  should 
carry  loaded  torpedoes  in  a  rapid  tide-way  in  a  somewhat  narrow  channel, 
without  known  buoys,  under  fire,  and  with  the  attention  divided  amongst 
a  friendly  fleet. 

The  proposition  is  so  evident  that  it  would  loee  by  argument.  I  declined 
accordiagly  to  attach  the  loaded  torpedo  to  the  Weehawken  during  the  at- 
tack upon  Fort  Sumter,  unless  I  should  receive  positive  orders  to  do  so.  I 
stated,  however,  that  I  thought  the  raft  might  be  useful,  with  grapnels  hang- 
ing from  it,  to  catch  obstructiona.  This,  accordingly,  I  carried  into  action, 
and  this  I  brought  out. 

The  raft  was  cut  SO  as  to  fit  the  bow  of  the  vessel,  and  secured  by  chains 
from  ring-bolts  in  the  raft,  a  and  c,  to  ring-bolts  on  the  bow  of  the  Weehaw- 
ken, and  further  secured  by  rope  lashings  to  the  same  bolts,  and  also  from  . 
the  ring-bolts,  b  and  d,  I  presume,  as  designed  by  the  inventor. 

In  crossing  Charleston  bar  the  chains  from  a  and  c  parted;  all  the  lash- 
ings broke;  this  happened  twice  in  the  short  period  in  crossing  from  the 
outside  of  the  bar  to  the  anchorj^B  inside. 

When  inside,  it  was  found  that  the  sea  converted  the  raft  into  a  hngo 
battering  ram,  which  shook  the  vessel  at  every  undulation. 

It  is  obvious  that  with  the  pitching  which  always  accompanies  a  swell, 
the  two  bodies  would  be  brought  into  collision  with  a  power  proportionable 
to  their  weight.  The  raft,  I  tt)ink,  displaces  about  90  tons  of  water.  Its 
motions  did  not  at  all  correspond  with  the  motioas  of  the  vessel.  The  raft 
rose  wliile  the  vessel  fell,  and  the  reverse.  It  was  a  source  of  apprehension, 
lest  it  should  get  upon  the  deck  or  under  the  overhang. 

The  conclusion  forced  upon  me  was,  that  no  vessel  can  carry  it  attached  to 
the  bow,  except  in  smooth  water.  After  it  had  started  the  5-inch  iron  an 
mor  upon  the  bow  I  cut  it  adrift. 

Afterwards  I  offered  to  use  the  one  still  in  tow  of  the  Ericssou,  to  blow  np 
the  Keokuk.  It  was  brought  in  in  weather  when,  confessedly,  I  could  not 
carry  it,  and  it  was  anchored.  When  the  sea  became  smoother  it  was  put 
upon  the  bow,  with  the  torpedoes  all  ready  to  be  raised  and  lowered  into 
their  place. 

TJiere  was  still  some  sea  with  a  cross  current,  and  Chief  Engineer  E.  D. 
Eobic,  who,  in  conjunction  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  was  sent  out  from 
New  York  in  special  charge  of  the  rafts  and  torpedoes,  found  tbat  the  water 
was  tod  rough,  with  too  much  spray  for  him  to^  attach  the  lock  and  fit  the 
instrument  .for  use. 

He  said  that  the  force  of  the  waves  which  came  over  the  bow  of  the  raft 
would  not  permit  the  torpedo  to  be  hoisted  outside  against  their  beating. 

I  went  on  board  the  Ironsides  to  report  the  fact  to  you.  On  board  the 
Ironsides  ho  made  the  same  report.  In  the  meanwhile  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  came  on  board  the  Weehawken,  where  I  met  him  on  my  return. 
The  sea  had  somewhat  fallen,  and  he  said  that  the  torpedo  could  now  be 
filled  for  firing;  but  I  found  that  during  my  absence  the  heavy  ring-bolts, 
a  and  b,  had  drawn  out  of  the  raft,  and  left  it  liable  to  swing  round  and 
bring  the  torpedo,  when  ready  to  explode,  against  the  Weehawken's  side. 
A  chain,  I  was  told,  had  been  prepared  to  come  up  and  under  the  raft  from 
bcneatli  the  point  E,  and  to  be  secored  inside  the  anchor  welL  It  was  be- 
neath the  raft,  and  I  did  not  see  it.  I  had  no  faith  that  the  chain  would 
stand  a  strain  which  had  drawn  out  from  solid  wood  two  ragged  bolts  34  inches 
long  and  nearly  five  inches  in  circumference. 

All  sailors  know,  from  experience,  that  chain  is  less  reliable  against 
surges  than  lashings. 

I  Cockle 
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The  raft,  in  its  batteiing  tendencies,  had  become  unbearable;  in  the  eea 
and  cross  currents  it  drew  the  bolts  intended  to  keep  it  poiuted  towards  the 
object  it  was  desired  to  use  it  upon,  and  it  was  ready  to  turn  its  destnictive 
power  against  those  who  wore  to  employ  it. 

It  was  decided  not  to  make  the  first  trial  of  it  attached  to  the  bow  of  a 
■vessel  under  circumstances  so  adverse. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  KODGEES,  Captain. 
Kear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPont,  in  reply  Ki  despatch 
of  April  28. 

Navy  Depaktmgnt, 

May  15,  1863. 
R :  Tour  communicatioa  of  the  22d  ultimo,  controverting,  commenting  on, 
;  the  criticism  of  the  Baltimore  American,  which  contained  t 


strictures  oa  yourself,  was  duly  received,  and  your  despatch  and  the  accompany- 
ing papers  are  placed  on  file,  although  the  criticiam  which  called  out  your  re- 
1.  :,  jjqi^  £qj,  ij^g  Baltimore  Americaa  is  not  even  among  the  papers  which 


The  press  of  the  country,  as  you  aeom  to  be  aware,  baa  been  generally  lenient 
and  indulgent  towards  you,  and  the  censures,  under  a  great  disappointment, 
have  been  comparatively  few.  That  all  should  not  have  taken  the  same  view 
of  so  important'*  movement  and  failure  is  not  surprising,  and  ttat  there  should 
have  been  some  hai-sli,  and  even  onjust,  criticism,  was,  perhaps,  to  have  been 
expected.  The  injastice  of  your  suspicions  and  conclusions  as  regards  Mr,  Toz 
will  appear  on  the  perusal  of  hi8  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  equal  wrong  is  done  Mr.  Stimers,  who  has  never  expressed 
an  unkind  word  or  any  complaint  agdnst  you  to  the  department. 

While  complaining  of  the  criticism  of  the  Baltimore  paper,  you  express  yonr 
disappointment  that  your  official  report  is  not  published!!  What  public  benefit, 
let  me  ask,  could  be  derived  from  its  publicity?  You  had  received,  both  from 
the  President  and  myself,  communications  enjoining  upon  yon  to  contintie  to 
menace  Charleston  in  view  of  operations  in  other  quarters.  It  must  be  obvious 
to  you  that  a  publication  of  your  letters,  stating  that  a  purely  naval  attack  on 
Charleston  could  not  succeed,  that  you  had  never  advised  the  measure,  repre- 
senting it  as  utterly  hopeless,  could  be  productive  of  no  public  benefit,  and 
■would  involve  yourself  and,  probably,  others  in  a  controversy  that  would  be  in 
every  respect  injurious. 

In  a  period  of  snch  extraordinary  activity  as  the  present,  our  officers  can  be 
better  employed  than  in  explaining  and  repelling  newspaper  criticism.  Their 
reputation,  and  that  of  all  public  men,  may  be  s^ely  left  with  the  people,  who 
wUl  judge  them  by  their  acts,  and  not  by  undue  commendation  of  friends,  or 
undeserved  censure  of  enemies.  The  country  and  its  welfare,  and  not  merely 
personal  considerations,  must  govei-n  in  times  like  th^e. 

I  have  not  published  your  reports,  because,  m  my  judgment,  duty  to  the 
country  forbade  it.  They  may  justify  the  failure  at  Charleston,  and  excuse 
yon  for  abandoning,  after  a  single  brief  effort,  a  purpose  that  tho  nation  had 
deeply  at  heart,  and  for  which  the  department  had,  with  your  concun-ence  and 
supposed  approval,  made  the  most  expensive  and  formidable  preparations  ever 
undertaken  in  this  countiy,  but  such  publications  could  have  inspired  no  zeal 
am.ong  loyal  men,  and  would  have  encouraged  those  in  rebellion. 
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In  abandoning  t!ie  great  object  for  which  we  have  labored  for  so  many  months, 
and  jireeipitateiy  withdrawing  from  the  harbor,  your  motivee  have  not  been 
i|ueatioued;  but  I  have  not  deemed,  it  expedient  or  wise  to  publish  to  the  world 
your  reports  of  your  failure,  and  your  hopelessness  of  success. 

Newspaper  animadversion  and  eriticiam,  though  often  aanoying  and  erroneous, 
cannot  be  prevented,  nor  do  I  know  that  it  is  desirahle  they  should  be,  for  the 
public  crave  information,  and  will  comment  on  what  so  much  concerns  them. 
But  while  the  press  may  comment  within  reasonable  limits,  it  would  he  an  error, 
to  say  the  least,  to  make  an  official  exposition  of  the  weakness  of  oui'  national 
armament  and  defences,  and'still  more  reprehensible  to  magnify  and  publish 
that  weakness. 

It  has  not  appeared  to  me  necessary  to  your  justification  that  the  powers  of 
assault  or  resistance  of  onr  iron-clad  vessels  should  be  depreciated,  and  I  regret 
that  there  should  have  been  any  labored  effort  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  &c„ 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear-Admiral  Samuel  P.  DoPoiVT, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Sguadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Navy  Department,  May  13,  1863. 

Sir  ;  Ecai-  Admiral  DuPont's  despatch  No.  208,  dated  April  22,  ISfiS,  from 
Port  Royal,  contains  a  statement  that  0.  0. 1'ulton,  esij.,  editor  of  the  Baltimore 
American,  went  to  Port  Royal  with  the  sanction  of  this  department,  and  under 
an  obligation  that  a  duplicate  of  his  despatches  was  to  be  sent  to  me  for  censor- 
ship before  publication.  Mr.  ITulton,  according  to  the  admiral's  statement, 
seems  to  have  written  an  account  of  the  late  attack  upon  Fort  Sumter,  and 
published  it  in  the  Baltimore  Amejicati  of  April  15,  wherein  he  reflects  inju- 
riously upon  the  admiral. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  Mr.  Fulton  are  these  :  In  March  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Postmaster  General  special  post  office  .agent  at  Port  Koyal,  and,  as  such, 
received  a  permit  from  yourself  to  go  to  that  port  in  any  supply  steamer  of  the 
navy. 

He  was  not  under  any  obligations  to  send  me  his  despatches,  nor  have  I  seen 
the  article  to  which  the  admiral  refers,  either  in  manuscript  or  in  the  Baltimore 
American,  uor  have  I  Been  Mr.  Fultoa  since  the  day  he  applied  for  the  pass, 
nor  have  I  held  any  correspondence  with  him,  or  received  or  seen  a  copy  of  his 
paper. 

I  have  given  Admiral  DoPont  my  confidence  and  esteem  to  the  fullest  extent, 
and  the  extraordinary  insinuations  iu  his  despatch  above  refeiTed  to  are  as  unjust 


Very  respectfully. 


Hou:  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


G.  V.  FOX, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Letter  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  failure 
to  renew  attack. 


Flag-Sh[p  Wabash, 
■bor,  S.  C,  May  27,  It 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th 
',  enclosing  one  fi 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69- 


^"^  ^^"^-1  Port  Pwyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  Sr,  1863, 

nowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  IL 
instant,  enclosing  one  from  the  Assistant  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  which,  you  i 


98  AEMOEED  TESSEL8. 

ai-e  pleased  to  say,  M  ill  show  me  tlie  injustice  of  anj-  Rii'*piciona  aiid  conclusiona 
in  regard  to  tbat  geatleman. 

I  beg  leare  most  respectfully  to  state,  that  in  my  communication  to  the  de- 
partment I  expressed  no  buch  impreaaions  or  conclusions  as  are  attributed  to 
me.  On  the  contrary,  1  explicitly  declared  my  belief  that  Mr.  Fox  had  never 
Been  the  scandalous  account  of  the  action  at  Charleston  in  the  Baltimore 
American,  or  authorized  its  publication;  but  I  did  call  tlie  attention  of  the  Navy 
Department  to  the  fact  that  this  account  was  published  over  the  initials  of  the 
editor  of  the  American,  who  was  domiciled  on  ooard  a  naval  transport,  and  had 
openly  declared  on  this  station  that  his  letters  to,  his  paper  wei-e  submitted  to 
the  censorehip  of  the  Assistant  Secretary,  and  tbat  he  was  authorized  to  sup- 
pi-eas  any  portion  of  them  to  which  he  might  object.  Mr.  Fox  asserts  precisely 
that  in  which  1  had  already  formally  expressed  laj  belief. 

I  have  not  troubled  the  department  with  other  libellous  attacks  which  have 
appeared  in  a  few  journals  of  the  day,  and  I  should  not  have  called  its  attention 
to  that  in  the  Baltimore  Ainerican,  had  not  its  editor  assumed  to  speak  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  department,  by  pretending  to  submit  his  letters  to  the  revi- 
sion of  one  of  its  highest  officials. 

Mr.  Fox  states  that  Mr.  Fulton  was  under  no  obligation  to  send  hia  letters 
•  from  this  sijuadron  to  him,  and  that  he  has  never  seen  the  letter  of  which  I 
complaiued,  either  in  print  or  in  manuacript.  It  is  therefore  to  be  preaumed  tbat 
the  letter  was  never  sent  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  that  Mr.  Fulton's  statement  was 
utterly  untrue,  and  his  ostentatious  exhibition  of  envelopes  with  the  printed 
address  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  was  only  intended  to  give  a  false  respecta- 
bility to  his  correspondence.  It  was  the  falsely  assumed  connexion  of  Mr. 
Fulton  with  the  Navy  Department  of  which  I  complained  ;  sti-ipped  of  that, 
his  libels  are  simply  deserving  of  contempt. 

I  should  deeply  regret  having  done  injustice  to  Mr,  Fox,  with  whom  I  had 
always  held  the  most  cordial  and  feiendlyrelalions,  audi  therefore  congratulate 
mysdf  that,  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  department  to  Mr,  Fulton's  preten- 
sions, I  held  the  following  explicit  language: 

"Although  1  cannot  doubt,  from  the  statements  of  Oaptdn  Boutelle,  copies  of 
whose  lettera  on  the  subject  I  enclose,  that  Mr.  Fulton  had  engaged  to  sobuiit 
his  eon'eepondence  to  the  revision  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  de- 
sire to  state  here,  most  explicitly,  that  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suppoae  he  com- 
plied with  that  arrangement  in  this  instance.  The  honor  and  the  high  standing 
of  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  as  signally  manifested  in  this  war  as 
in  other  wai-s,  must  be  as  dear  to  the  Aasiatant  Seci-etary  as  to  myself,  and  to 
my  brother  oificera,  and  it  ia  simply  impossible  for  me  to  believe  that  he  should 
have  been  aware,  hefoi-e  its  publication,  of  the  nefarious  statements  contained  in 
this  lettei-." 

You  are  also  pleased  to  say  that  I  aeem  aware  that  the  press  of  the  country 
has  been  generally  lenient  and  indulgent  to  me.  You  mustpardon  me  for  taking 
exception  to  tbia  statement.  I  admit  that  the  public  press  has  been  generally 
just  and  generous  towai-da  me,  hut  there  can  be  no  leniency  where  there  has  been 
no  offence ;  and  I  claim  to  have  done  my  whole  duty  to  the  country  faithftilly 
and  skilfully  in  the  attack  which  I  made  upon  the  defences  of  Charleston,  and 
while  I  gratefully  prize  the  generous  spirit  with  which  my  eountiymen  have 
received  this  great  diaappointment,  I  ask  for  no  leniency.  The  terms  in  which 
the  department  ia  pleaaed  to  comment  wpon  the  expression  of  my  regi'et  that  the 
official  reporta  of  the  attack  upon  Charleaton  had  not  been  published,  are  not 
gratifying  to  me,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  submit  to  your  decision,  and  I  shall  offer 
no  farther  comment  upon  the  terms  in  which  that  decision  ia  conveyed. 

I  deaire  te  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  its  statement  that  I  precipi- 
tately withdrew  from  the  harbor  of  Charleaton,  abandoning  the  great  object  for 
which  we  hadlaboi-ed  so  many  months.     This  charge  ia  aeeriuus  one,  awl  highly 
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derogatory  to  my  professional  character.  When  I  withdrew  the  iron-clad 
veeaels  from  action,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  I  did  so  because  I  deemed  it  too 
late  in  the  day  to  attempt  to  force  a  passage  through  the  obstructions  which  we 
had  encountered,  and  I  fully  intended  to  resume  offensive  operations  the  next 
day;  bnt  when  I  received  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clads,  as  to 
the  injuries  those  vessels  had  sustained,  and  their  performance  in  action,  I  was 
fully  convinced  that  a  renewal  of  the  attack  could  not  result  in  the  capture  of 
Charleston,  but  would,  in  all  probability,  end  in  the  destruction  of  a  portion  of 
.  the  iron-clad  fleet,  and  might  leave  several  of  them  sunk  within  reach  of  the 
enemy,  (which  opinion,  I  afterwards  leajned,  was  fully  shared  by  all  their  com- 
mandei-s.)     I  therefore  determined  not  to  renew  the  attack. 

But  had  mot  my  professional  judgment,  sustained  by  all  my  commanding  offi- 
cers engaged  in  the  attack,  decided  »gainat  further  operations,  I  would  have 
felt  compelled  by  the  imperative  order  of  the  department,  dated  the  2d  of  April, 
and  received  ou  the  9tli,  to  withdraw  my  vessds.  The  words  of  this  despatch 
I  beg  leave  to  recall  to  the  attention  of  the  department : 

"  The  exigencies  of  the  public  service  are  so  pressing  in  the  gulf  that  the  de- 
partment directs  you  to  send  all  the  iron-clada  that  are  m  a  fit  condition  to  move, 
after  your  present  attack  upon  Charleston,  directly  to  New  Orleans,  reserving 
to  yourself  only  two." 

Accompanying  this  despatch  was  an  unofficial  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secre- 
taiy,  giving  the  reasons  for  this  order,  and  closing  with  the  remark,  "This  plan 
has  been  agreed  upon  after  mature  consideration,  and  seema  to  be  imperative." 

These  documents  were  received,  as  I  have  stated,  on  the  9th  April,  from  the 
hands  of  Colonel  Hay,  the  private  secretary  of  the  President,  and  three  days 
later  I  crossed  the  bar  and  proceeded  to  Port  Royal  to  put  the  iron-clads  in  con- 
dition for  the  new  duty  assigned  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  respectfally  submit  that  there  has  been  no  labored  effort  on 
my  part  to  depreciate  the  iron- clad,  vessels  under  my  command,  unless  to  report 
their  obvious  defects,  and  place  the  department  in  possession  of  the  result  of 
the  experience  gained  by  their  commanders  and  myself  in  battle,  may  be  so  con- 
strued. 

To  report  their  defects  was  not  only  ray  plaia  duty,  bnt  was  also  in  compliance 
with  an  order  from  the  department  to  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clad  vessels. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  but  express  my  surprise  that  the  department  should  have 
felt  authorized  to  characterize  the  performance  of  this  obvious  duty  as  a  labored 
effort  to  depreciate  the  powers  of  assault  aud  resistance  of  the  iron-clads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com^manding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  U 
first  attack  o 

Navv  Depahtme\t,  May  14,  1863. 
Sib:  Your  several  despatches,  with  the  reports  of  yourself  and  the  com- 
manding officers  who  participated  in. the  affair  of  the  7th  of  April,  were  duly 
received.  If  the  results  at  Charleston  were  not  all  that  are  wished,  there  was 
much  in  them  that  waa  gratifying.  Brief  as  was  the  conflict,  the  fire  brought 
to  bear  on  the  Monitor  vessels  was  such  as  could  have  been  sustained  by  no 
ordinary  boats,  and  demonstrates  their  power  of  resistance  and  their  adapta- 
tion for  harbor  purposes.     That  the  vessels  in  that  engagement  should  have 
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returned  from  tlie  encounter  with  so  few  casualties  and  the  loss  of  but  one  life 
is  certainly  remarkable,  and  in  itaelf  &  subject  of  congratulation. 

In  view  of  operations  elsewhere  it  was  deemed  essential  that  the  military 
forces  at  Gharleaton  and  its  vicinity  should  for  a  time  at  least  te  retained  there, 
whatever  might  be  the  tennination  of  the  naval  engagement.  Hence  my  letter 
of  the  11th,  and  also  the  telegram  of  the  President  which  you  received  by  the 
Freeborn,  and  which  appear  to  be  not  only  not  in  unison  with  your  convictions, 
but  have,  I  am  sorry  to  perceive,  inflicted  pain  when  none  was  intended. 

Nothing  was  further  from  the  purpose  of  the  President  or  of  the  department 
than  any  censure  upon  you  in  those  communications.  We  had  not  sufficient 
data  when  they  were  written  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  conflict. 
It  would  he  wrong  to  say  we  have  not  been  in  some  degree  disappointed,  but 
until  the  8th  of  April  the  harbor  and  defences  of  Charleston  were  to  us  a  sealed 
book.  We  knew  little  of  them,  but  had  hoped  that  you,  during  the  blockade 
and  months  of  preparation,  had  become  possessed  of  their  true  character.  I 
had,  it  is  true,  received  no  intimation  from  you  that  you  were  thus  informed, 
nor  had  I,  indeed,  been  advised  of  your  opinions  and  views  in  regard  to  the 
feasibility  and  probable  results  of  the  demonstrations  that  were  to  bo  made, 
hut  which  had  been  canvassed  and  fully  understood  when  you  visited  Wash- 
ington last  autumn,  and  any  subsequent  movement  had,  I  supposed,  your  con- 
currence. I  had  not  pressed  you  to  be  communicative,  for  to  you  had  been 
confided,  as  naval  commander,  the  entire  management  of  not  only  the  attack  on 
Charleston,  but  the  whole  operations  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  South  Atlantic 
squadron.  I  did  suppose  the  attack  on  Charleston  had  your  hearty  approval, 
and  hence  for  many  months  we  liave  bent  the  earnest  energies  of  the  depart- 
ment and  the  service  to  answer  your  requisitions  and  afibrd  you  the  necessary 
assistance,  often  by  depriving  other  squadrons  of  that  support  that  was  actually 
necessary  for  their  efficiency. 

Had  you  at  any  time  expressed  an  opinion  against  the  expediency  of  an 
attack,  or  a  belief  that  it  would  be  disasti-ous,  such  was  my  confidence  in  you, 
and  my  respect  for  yoni  intelligence  aud  capability,  that  I  should  certainly 
have  reviewed  the  subject,  and  not  unlikely  an  entirely  different  arrangement 
of  our  forces  would  have  been  projected.  I  had  supposed  there  was  between 
us  an  entire  concurrence  of  opinion,  and  the  expression  ia  your  despatch  of  the 
16th  ultimo,  that  you  did  not  advise  the  attack,  is  the  fii'St  intimation  to  the 
department  or  the  government  that  you,  the  admiral  in  command,  entertained  a 
doubt  of  either  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  the  movement. 

I  regret  that  there  should  not  have  been  entire  frankness  in  this  matter.  It 
was  certainly  due  not  only  to  me,  your  friend,  but  to  the  country  and  the  service, 
that  you,  who  have,  as  you  remark,  had  eighteen  months'  experience  and  close 
study  of  the  militaiy  and  naval  position  in  the  tenure  of  the  sea-coast  within  the 
limits  of  your  command,  should  have  given  to  the  department,  that  so  implicitly 
trusted  you,  the  benefits  of  your  knowledge,  observation  and  experience. 

I  can  well  suppose  that  you  may  have  been  reluctant  to  give  an  opinion  ad- 
verse to  an  object  that  earnestly  engaged  the  attention  of  the  department  and 
of  the  whole  countiy;  yet,  such  were  and  are  the  relations  between  us,  that  I 
had  reason,  personally  as  well  as  officially,  to  expect  from  you  a  free  expression 
of  your  opinions,  your  views,  and  your  judgment  on  a  measure  of  such  tran- 
scendent importance. 

A  young  and  inexperienced  officer  might  have  been  escased  for  being  sensi- 
tive in  such  a  matter;  but  an  officer  of  established  reputation,  of  mature  age, 
whose  courage,  sagacity,  and  experience  had  placed  him  at  the  head  of  his 
profession,  and  on  whose  knowledge  and  judgment  the  department,  as  you  well 
Knew,  relied,  should  not  have  been  backward  in  communicating  his  views  and 
opinioaa  on  a  question  that  so  materially  affected  the  character  of  the  navy  and 
the  welfai-e  of  the  country. 
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I  have  been  disappointed  in  receiving  from  you  no  suggestion  in  regard  to 
futui'e  movements  since  the  conclusion  you  arrived  at,  that  a  purely  naval 
attack  on  Charleston  cannot  be  BuceesBful.  Would  you  recommend  a  combined 
naval  and  army  movement,  and  that  promptly,  or  deliberately;  or,  would  you 
advise  an  entire  abandonment  of  operations  against  the  place,  and  limit  our- 
selves to  a  mere  blockade  of  the  haj-bort  Your  infoi-mation  and  experience 
ought  not  at  such  time  to  be  withheld  from,  but  should  be  communicated  to, 
the  department.  There  should  he  no  reserve  in  this  matter.  We  all  bavo  a 
duty  to  perform,  and  should  give  our  undivided  eaei^ies  of  body  and  mind,  and 
whatever  aeeftil  information  we  poasess,  to  the  country. 

In  a  late  communication  elaborately  refuting  a  newspaper  cviticiBm  on  your 
proceedings,  you  express  some  disappoiatment  that  the  official  reports  of  your- 
self and  the  officers  in  command  of  the  ii-on-elad  vessels  have  not  been  pub- 
lished. As  no  inconsiderable  portions  of  these  reports  wei'e  devoted  to  a  detail 
of  the  imperfections,  or  supposed  imperfections,  of  a  class  of  formidable  vessels 
of  our  service,  the  effect  of  such  a  publication  would  have  been  to  discourage 
our  friends  and  to  encourage  the  rebels.  This  I  could  not  do,  although  the 
disparagement  of  those  vessels  might  have  furnished  an  ample  justification,  if 
one  were  necessary,  for  the  failure  to  obtain  complete  success  at  Charleston. 

I  regretted  there  was  not  a  report  of  the  battle,  which  we  might  have  pub- 
lished at  once,  and  another  and  distinct  report  in  regard  to  the  turreted  vessels 
which  we  are  just  bringing  into  service,  and  couceroiug  which  it  would  have 
been  inexcusable  to  have  informed  our  enemies.  But  as  the  whole  subjects 
were  blended  in  the  reports,  and  the  failure  imputed  not  so  much  to  the  defences, 
obstructions,  and  other  causes,  as  to  the  vessels  which,  if  not  in  every  i-cBpect 
all  that  was  expected,  certainly  sustained  a  fire  such  as  no  vessels  ever  before 
encountered  and  escaped,  the  county  is,  I  conceive,  better  served  by  omitting, 
for  the  present,  their  publication. 
Yeiy  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON"  WELLES, 

t-ecretary  of  the  Naiy. 

Eear-Admiral  Samuei.  F.  DsiPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B,  SqtMdron,  Fort  lioi/al,  S.  C. 


Reply  of  Rear-Admiral  DuFont  to  dcpariinenf's  letter  of  May  14. 

No.  285.]  I'laq-Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  3,  1863. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  department's  com- 
munication of  the  14th  ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  receipt  of  my  several  des- 
patches, accompanied  by  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  who  participated 
in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April  last. 

The  tone  of  this  communicarion  is  so  different  from  the  one  which  immediately 
followed  it,  dated  on  the  15th  ultimo,  and  to  which  I  have  already  replied  by 
the  Arago,  that  I  desire  to  answer  it  more  at  length,  and  to  meet  the  statements 
of  the  department,  as  contained  therein,  as  fully  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and 
with  every  mark  of  consideration  due  to  its  distinguished  head. 

I  am  T^'ell  aware,  as  the  department  observes,  that  the  results  at  Charleston 
were  not  all  that  were  wished  for,  and  quite  agree  with  the  department  that  there 
was,  nevertheless,  much  in  them  that  was  gratifying,  particularly  that  the  loss 
of  life  was  so  small,  and  that  the  capacity  of  the  iron-elads  for  enduring  the  hot 
and  heavy  fire  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  which  would  have  destroyed  any 
vessels  of  wood  heretofore  used  in  warfare,  was  made  so  evident,     But  I  must 
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take  leave  to  remind  tlie  depai-tment  that  ability  to  endure  is  not  a  siiffiuient 
element  wherewith  to  gain  victories ;  that  endnrance  must  be  accompanied  with 
a  con-esponding  power  to  inflict  injury  upon  the  enemy ;  and  I  will  improve 
the.  present  occasion  to  repeat  the  expression  of  a  conviction,  which  I  have 
already  conveyed  to  the  department  in  former  letters,  that  the  weakness  of  the 
Monitor  class  of  vessels  in  this  latter  important  particular  is  fatal  to  their  at- 
tempts against  fortifications  having  outlying  obsti'uetions,  as  at  the  Ogeechee 
and  at  Charleston,  or  against  other  fortifications  upon  elevations,  as  at  Fort 
Darling,  or  against  any  modern  fortifications  before  which  they  must  anchor  or 
lie  at  rest,  and  receive  much  more  than  they  can  return.  With  even  their 
diminished  surface  they  are  not  invulnerable,  and  then-  various  mechanical  con- 
trivances for  working  their  turrets  and  guns  are  so  liable  to  immediate  derange- 
ment that,  in  the  hrief  though  fierce  engagement  at  Charleston,  five  out  of  eight 
were  disabled,  and,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  detailed  report  to  the  department,  a 
half  an  hour  mori;  fighting  would,  in  my  judgment,  have  placed  them  all  "hora 
de  combat." 

The  department  refers  to  its  order  of  the  11th  of  April,  and  to  a  telegram 
ftom  the  President,  which  directed  the  retention  of  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States  near  to  Charleston,  in  view  of  operations  elsewhei-e,  and  the  de- 
partment states  its  impression  that  these  despatches  were  not  in  unison  with  my 
convictions,  and  expresses  its  regi-et  that  I  should  have  been  pained  by  their 
nature,  when  npthing  was  fnrther  from  the  intentions  of  the  Pr^ident  or  of  the 
department  than  a  design  to  censure  me  in  those  communications. 

The  letter  of  the  department  of  the  11th  of  April  was  nnesceptionable,  hut 
I  certainly  did  consider  the  telegram  of  the  President  as  implying  a  censure 
upon  myself,  and  I  desire  most  respectfully  to  submit,  as  some  evidence  that 
snch  a  belief  was  not  tinreaaonably  entertained  by  me,  that  the  President,  with 
great  kindness,  in  a  second  despatch,  and  before  he  could  have  known  what  im- 
pression his  first  had  made,  took  occasion  to  state,  much  to  my  gi-atification, 
that  he  had  not  intended  to  censure  me.  . 

In  regard  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  oi-der  of  the  department  of  the  11th  of 
April,  and  to  that  of  the  accompanying  telegram,  I  desire  to  state  here  that  the 
order  of  the  department  of  the  2d  of  April  had  been  received  hy  me  on  the  9th, 
and  was  so  imperative,  and  so  fully  explanatory  of  the  reasons  tor  making  it 
imperative,  that  I  had,  as  mentioned  in  my  despatch  Ho.  267,  pioceedcd  on  the 
12th,  as  soon  as  was  practicable,  to  Poi't  Royal  with  the  Monitoi?  to  put  them 
under  repairs  before  sending  them  to  their  new  destination.  Thi,  oidn  of  the 
11th  and  the  telegram  found  me  here,  in  compliance  with  this  picviou'"  ordei  of 
April  2. 

It  was  in  replying  to  this  telegi-am,  which  I  then  believed  to  imply  a  censure 
upon  my  action  at  Charleston,  that  I  deemed  it  due  to  myself  to  state  that  I 
had  never  advised  the  attack  on  Charleston,  and  I  perceive  that  the  department 
has  taken  especial  exception  to  this  expression,  and  has  dwelt  npon  it  at  con- 
siderable length  in  its  letter  to  which  I  am  now  replying.  A  reference  to  my 
■  correspondence  with  the  department,  and  more  particularly  to  my  letters  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  will  certainly  show  that  I  never  advised  the 
attack  upon  Charleston  at  all ;  but  if  made,  it  should  be  accompanied  by  a  su£B- 
cient  number  of  troops  to  insure  success  j  and  an  inspection  of  this  correspond- 
ence, which,  with  the  Assistant  Secrelaiy,  was  constantly  maintained,  and  which 
put  him  and,  as  I  supposed,  Uie  department  also  in  fuU  possession  of  my  views 
as  to  every  matter  connected  with  my  command,  will  relieve  me,  J  feel  assured, 
from  the  imputation  that  I  did  not  keep  the  department  sufBcientiy  advised  of 
my  opinions  as  to  the  operations  contemplated  on  this  cosist;  and  I  beg  to  refer 
to  the  same  correspondence  as  containing  all  the  information  obtained  by  me 
from  every  source  in  regard  to  the  defences  of  Charleston ;  and  if,  after  such  in- 
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focmation,  Charleston  harbor  continued  to  he  a  scaled  book  to  the  department, 


The  department,  in  continuing  its  remarks  upon  the  want  of  such  informa- 
tion from  me  as  the  admiral  commanding,  observes,  nevertheless,  "that  the 
feasibUity  and  the  probable  results  of  the  demonstrations  that  were  to  be  made 
had  been  camvaaaed  and  fully  understood  when  I  visited  Washington  last 

The  honorable  Secretary  will  remember  how  very  few  words  passed  on  the 
subject  between  him  and  myaelf.  It  was,  however,  more  fully  discussed  with 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  who  proposed  that  I  should  return  to  my  station  by 
way  of  Hampton  Eoads,  in  order  that  we  might  further  canvass  the  matter, 
and  he  accompanied  me  that  far  from  Washington,  But  nothiug.was  matured, 
and  for  the  reason  that  all  waa  still  in  the  vague  future.  Not  a  new  iron-clad 
except  the  New  Ironsides  was  yet  finished,  and  the  original  Monitor  was  on  the 
dock  in  the  Washington  navy  yard.  The  defects  of  the  New  Ironsides  were 
glaring,  particularly  the  contracted  size  of  the  pilot-house  and  its  improper  loca- 
tion behind  the  enormous  smoke-stack,  shutting  out  all  view  ahead,  and  most 
materially  interfering  with  the  management  of  the  vessel  in  battle — defects 
painfully  realized  in  (he  attack  on  ChMleston. 

I  remember,  however,  that  in  our  discussion  the  confidence  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary  in  the  Monitor  class  of  vessels  was  so  profound  as  to  lead  him  to  say 
that  one  Monitor  alone  would  cause  the  immediate  evacuation  of  Charleston ; 
upon  which  occasion,  not  entertadnmg  euch  nnlimitedfaith  in  the  powers  of  those 
veaaels,  nor  disposed  to  underrate  an  enemy,  I  took  the  liberty  of  reminding 
him  that  one  Monitor,  aided  by  th_e  Galena  and  Naugatuck,  both  iron-clads,  with 
several  wooden  gunboats,  had  failed  to  take  Fort  Darling,  notwithstanding  the 
great  gallantry  displayed  on  that  occasion. 

The  department  will  therefore  perceive  that  when  I  left  Washington  there 
was  really  nothing  matured,  though  I  was  firmly  impressed  with  the  fixed  de- 
termination of  the  department  that  Charleston  should  be  attacked  j  and  that, 
with  the  iron-clads,  that  attack  must  necessarily  he  successful. 

The  powers  and  adaptability  of  these  vessels  were  as  much  a  sealed  book  to 
me  as  the  defences  of  Charleston  to  the  department;  but  under  all  the  cirenm- 
Btances,  to  wit,  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  those  defences  and  of  the  powers  of 
the  iron-clads,  in  which  the  department  had  expressed  unbounded  confidence, 
no  officer  could  hesitate  to  make  the  experiment,  and  I  gave  to  it  my  whole 
heart  and  energy,  not  hesitating  to  ask  the  depai-tment  for  all  the  iron-clada  that 
could  he  apared;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  department  spared  no  pains 
to  increase  the  force  of  those  vessels. 

While  preparations  were  making,  and  tlie  completion  of  the  Monitors  was 
going  on,  the  trials  iu  the  Ogeechee  took  place.  As  the  department  is  aware,  the 
results  here  were  most  discouraging.  Two  attacks  successively  made  by  one 
Monitor  with  gunboats  and  a. mortar  vessel,  had  no  effect  on  a  fort  of  seven  (7) 
guns,  protected  with  piling  and  torpedoes.  This  was  followed  by  a  bombard- 
ment of  eight  (8)  hours,  with  tbi-ee  Monitors,  with  the  gunboats,  and  three  mor- 
tar vessels,  and,  as  before,  irith  a  like  result.  The  injuries  to  the  Monitors  were 
extensive,  and  their  offensive  powera  found  to  be  feeble  in  dealing  with  forts, 
particularly  earthworks. 

It  may  perhaps  be  sidd  that  it  waa  my  duty  to  have  placed  before  the  depart- 
ment, in  more  emphatic  terms  than  were  used  by  me,  the  deductions  to  be  drawn 
from  these  preliminary  trials;  for  if  three  Monitors,  with  gunboats  and  mortar 
vessels,  following  two  previous  trials  on  Fort  McAllister  with  one  Monitor  and 
the  wooden  boats,  had  failed  to  reach  or  take  a  seven  (7)  gun  battery,  how  were 
eight  or  nine  iron-clads  of  all  kinds  to  capture  the  defences  of  Charleston,  con- 
sisting of  continuous  lines  of  works  and  forts  extending  for  several  miles,  and 
mounting  some  hundreds  of  guns  of  improved  make,  and  with  a  more  compti- 
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cated  and  more  foiinidablB  system  of  obstructions?  But  as  these  were  deduc- 
tions patent  on  tbe  periisa!  of  my  despatch^,  I  did  not  deem  it  necesaary  to  do 
more  than  lay  all  the  facts  of  those  trials  before  the  department  for  its  judgment 
aiid  decision;  and  in  my  despatch  No.  41,  written  as  early  as  Jannary  38, 
1863,  I  expressed  myself  as  follows:  '"My  own  previous  impressions  of  theae 
vessels  frequently  expressed  to  Assistant  Secretary  Pox  have  been  confirmed, 
viz.,  that  whatever  degree  of  iaipeneti ability  they  might  have,  there  was  no 
correspondiog  quality  of  aggression  or  destructiveness  against  forts." 

•  *  «  M:  »  :«<  • 

"This  experiment  also  convinces  me  of  another  impression,  firmly  held  and 
often  expressed,  that  in  all  such  operations,  to  secure  success,  troops  are  neces- 
sary." 

Those  facts,  however,  seemed  not  to_  have  changed  the  views  of  the  depart- 
ment; and  in  accordance  with  its  previous  orders  and  its  well-known  detei'mina- 
tion  to  effect  the  capture  of  Charleston,  I  determined  to  make  the  experiment, 
and  to  risk  and  possibly  lose  whatever  of  prestige  pertained  t«  a  long  and  suc- 
ceasfnl  professional  career,  in  ordei'  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  war  and  the 
wishes  of  the  government. 

The  experiment  was  made,  aad,  in  m.y  opinion,  suifieiently,  thoroughly,  and 
conclusively.  That  it  did  not  succeed  in  capturing  the  forts  and  the  city  of 
Charleston  is  a  matter  of  regret  as  keen,  and  of  disappointment  as  great,  to 
myself  and  to  those  who  ahaied  in  it,  as  can  be  felt  by  the  department  or  by  the 
country.  It  was  not,  however,  without  important  restdts,  for  it  established 
anew  the  supremacy  of  artilleiy  in  forts  as  against  floating  batteries,  and  con- 
firmed the  trnth  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  me  in  my  previous  despatches, 
that  in  all  such  operations,  to  secnre  success,  troops  ai'e  neceasai-y. 

Had  the  land  forces  on  this  occasion  been  at  all  adequate  to  the  emergency, 
the  result  might  have  been  all  that  the  country  desired.  With  the  army  in  pos- 
session of  the  land  approaches  to  Charleston,  the  attack  from  the  sea  could  have 
been,  pushed  to  desperation,  and  tlie  sacrifice  of  some  of  the  iron-clad  vessels 
could  then  have  been  properiy  made,  as  they  would  not  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Ent,  unsupported  by  operations  on  shore,  it  would  have 
been  a  nurat  culpable  waste  of  material  upon  an  unjustifiable  forlorn  hope,  to 
have  cai-ried  the  assault  by  sea  to  extremities,  with  the  prospect  of  leaving  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  the  iron-clads  with  the  enemy,  in  condition  perhaps  to  he 
raised  and  repaired  by  them,  and  afterwards  used  from  then-  interior  lines  most 
effectively  against  the  wooden  blockaders. 

The  department  expresses  disappointment  at  not  receiving  from  me  sugges- 
tions in  regard  to  future  movements. 

I  stated  to  the  department  in  my  first  report,  on  the  8th  of  April,  that,  in  my 
judgment,  to  renew  the  attack  would  convert  a  failure  into  a  disaster,  and  that 
Charleston  could  not  be  taken  by  a  purely  naval  attack.  In  my  detailed  report 
of  the  15th  April,  I  repeated  that  it  was  wholly  impracticable  to  take  Charleston 
with  the  naval  force  under  my  command. 

In  making  the  above  declarations  without  reserve,  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  responsibility  involved,  and  under  a  high  sense  of  duty,  regardless  of  con- 
sequences to  myself,  I  thought  I  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  relieving  the  de- 
partment of  all  embarrassment  in  reference  to  any  immediate  movements,  and 
that  the  department  would  appreciate  my  motives  in  so  doing. 

I  did  not,  therefore,  make  any  suggestions,  but  waited  to  hear  from  the  de- 
partment in  acknowledgment  of  my  reports;  and  I  deeply  regi'et  to  say  that 
the  long  and  unusual  silence  maintained  by  the  department  has  been  to  me  a 
cause  of  veiy  sore  disappointment. 

Coming  out  of  a  battle  of  so  novel  a  character  as  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  world,  and  being  the  most  momentous  event  in  the  service  of  this  squadron 
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since  its  victory  in  this  harbor,  tie  admiral  commanding  feels  that  he  hai  a  right 
to  look  for  ordinary  official  courtesy,  if  not  for  approval. 

The  (Jepartment  has  declined  to  let  my  coantrymen  Bee  my  official  reports, 
and  to  this  I  submit;  but  the  reasons  assigned  for  this  course  surely  did  not  pre- 
clude me  from  being  honored  by  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  my  des- 
patches in  the  usual  course  of  mail.  For  such  acknowledgment,  however,  I 
waited  in  vain,  until  six  weeks  after  the  battle,  and  I  had  the  mortification  of 
reading  European  comments  upon  it  before  I  received  a  line  from  the  depart- 

The  favoi-able  opportunity  for  the  capture  of  Charleston  presented  itself  when 
the  gunboats  first  took  possession  of  Stono  inlet,  and  the  army  landed,  under 
their  protection  on  James  island,  which  at  that  time  was  not  strongly  fortified. 
The  attack,  however,  failed,  from  causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention 
here,  and  the  opportunity  was  lost.  James  island  has  been  thoroughly  protected 
since  that  event,  and  the  labor  upon  the  Iiaibor  defences  has  not  ceaaed  since  the 
fall  of  Snmter. 

When  I  stated  to  the  department  that  in  my  opinion  Charleston  cordd  not  be 
taken  by  a  purely  naval  attack,  I  have  wished  to  be  understood  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  these  terms  aa  used  in  war,  and  as  conveying  the  idea  of  meaa- 
nriug  the  importance  of  the  operatiou  with  its  cost,  I  do  not  doubt  that  there 
is  material  enongli  in  the  country  to  accomplish  this  result  in  time;  but  never- 
theless, obatnictions  in  the  way  may  be  made  insuperable,  and  to  take  a  place 
it  must  first  be  reached.  By  a  siege,  and  with  the  aid  of  iron-clads  aimed  differ  ■ 
rently  from  the  present  Monitors,  whose  turrets  could  be  relied  on  to  continue  to 
turn,  at  least  for  a  few  Lours  conaeeutively,  and  sufficient  in  number  to  relieve 
the  disabled  ones,  the  forts'  can  be  gi'adually  reduced  so  as  to  get  at  the  obstruc- . 
tions,  which  cannot  be  removed  at  nightordm-ing  daylight  by  the  Monitor  while 
under  fire;  but  the  department  will  remember  how  opposed  it  was  to  taking 
Charleston  by  siege,  whether  from  Morris  island  or  elsewhere. 

The  reason  for  such  joint  -co-operation  is  now  passing  away,  as,  during  the 
summer,  James  island  is  said  to  he  too  unhealthy  for  whites  to  remain  upon  it. 
This,  though  bad  for  the  enemy,  would  be  fatal  to  our  troops.  It  is  probable, 
taking  into  consideration  the  number  and  the  strength  of  the  forts  upon  James 
island,  that  military  science  would  indicate  Bull  bay  as  the  point  from  which 
the  army  should  move ;  this  bay  was  suggested  as  available  for  a  base  of  opera- 
tions against  Charleston  by  tlie  hoard  convened  by  the  department  in  1861. 

If  a  joint  operation  on  a  sufficient  scale  is  not  to  be  tmdertaken  at  this  moment, 
I  see  nothing  to  recommend  now,  but  to  endeavor  to  enfoi-ce  tlie  blockade  of 
Charleston,  which,  notwithstanding  the  presence  here  of  a  larger  force  than  I 
have  had  before  it  previously,  is  still  evaded. 

The  safety  of  the  blockading  force  must  also  be  looked  to,  and  I  respectfully 
and  earnestly  appeal  to  the  departmeut  to  contemplate  the  condition  of  the 
blockade  of  the  whole  coast  from  North  Carolina  to  Florida.  If,  as  seems  prob- 
able, it  should  have  to  contend  with  sea-going  iron-clads  of  the  enemy,  prepar-; 
ing  in  their  own  waters  and  abroad,  it  is  to  be  greatly  feared  that  the  Monitors 
will  not  be  equal  to  the  occasion.  They  can  protect  the  inside  stations,  but 
they  are  not  adapted  for  ocean  work,  and  iron-clad  vessels  that  can  cruise  and 
keep  the  sea  are  now  alsolutely  needed.  The  want  of  such  vessels  wOl  be  more 
impemtively  felt  as  the  events  of  this  war  continue  to  develop  themselves,  and 
I  feel  myself  greatly  hampered  at  this  moment,  because  the  force  under  my 
command,  so  far  as  iron-clads  are  concerned,  is  composed  of  vessels  whose  nocea- 
riities  req^uire  them  to  be  kept  in  smooth  water. 
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Bnt  as  I  have  already  called  the  attention  of  the  department  to  this  subject  ii 
t  epeeial  desjiatch,  I  need  not  dwell  any  further  upon  it  at  present. 
Very  respectfoUy,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPont. 

Navy  Department,  Jane  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  the  3d  instant  (No.  285)  was  received.  Some  delay 
attended  the  acknowledgment  of  your  official  report  of  the  demonstration  of  the 
7th  of  April,  in  consequence  of  ixiy  daily  expectation  of  learing  from  you  io 
relation  to  the  order  of  the  President.  A  prompt  responao  on  your  part  to  that 
order  would  have  prevented  delay,  although  your  report  itself,  it  should  be 
mentioned,  was  not  received  until  the  20th  April— a  fortnight  after  the 
occurrence. 

As  regards  the  demonstration  of  the  7th  April  and  the  cirenmatancea  attend- 
ing it,  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  them,  nor  would  it  he  profitable  now,  I 
must  repeat  my  regret  that  your  views  were  not  understood  by  the  department 
before  tlio  event  took  place,  for  had  they  been  known,  matters  would  undoubt- 
edly have  been  ordered  differently. 

When  you  were  here  last  autumn,  and  Kear-Admiral  Dahlgren  solicited  the 
opportunity  of  making  the  attack  on  Charleston,  I  was  compelled  to  refuse  him, 
because  I  supposed  what  he  sought  as  a  privilege,  you  cisumed  as  a  right.  In 
the  brief  interviews  that  took  place,  our  conversations  respecting  Charleston 
were  general;  but  I  never  doubted  they  were  frank,  cordial,  and  sincere.  The 
duty  was  confided  to  you,  who  had  made  the  subject  a  study  and  had  it  in  hand 
for  more  than  a  year: 

With  the  Assistant  Secretary,  who  has  made  Charleston  a  specialty  and  is 
familiar  with  all  the  points — having,  as  you  are  aware,  not  only  visited  that  place 
at  the  commencement  of  the  troubles,  but  commanded  the  expedition  for  the 
relief  of  Sumter  in  the  spring  of  1861 — you  went  more  fully  into  particulars, 
and  he,  like  myself,  supposed  there  was  entire  coincidence  of  views  ou  the 
subject. 

It  is  imfortunate,  m  every  respect,  that  there  was  not  a  more  explicit  under- 
Btanding  at  an  earlier  period.  If,  prior  to  the  demonstratioa  of  the  7th  April, 
you  had  not  confidence  in  the  Monitor  vessels  aad  their  armament,  as  the  de- 
partment understands  you  have  intimated  to  others,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
you  did  not  make  known  your  distmst  of  their  capabilities  to  the  department 
itself,  before  any  demonstration  was  attempted. 

Sincerely  regretting  that  any  portion  of  the  correspondence  which  the  de- 
partment has  felt  compeOed  to  malie  should  have  given  dissatisfaction  or  caused 
yon  pain,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Eeai-Admiral  B.  F.  DuPont, 

§■  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Inquiry  relative  to  guns  of  the  ^Ceokuk. 

Navy  DEPAitTME?iT,  May  23,  1S63. 
Sir  :    Enclosed  is  an  article  from  the  Charleston  Mercury,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  the  guns  of  the  Keokuk  have  been  removed  fi-om  the  wreck  and 
taken  to  Charleston,     llave  you  any  infoi-mation  upon  thia  subject  1 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DnPoNT, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Admiral  DuPoitt  relative  to  loss  of  guns  of  Keokuk. 

Ko.  287,]  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  6,  1863. 
SiH :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  department's  despatch  of  May 
22,  1863,  enclosing  an  article  from  the  Charleston  Mercury,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  guns  of  the  Keokuk  have  been  removed  from  the  wreck  and  taken  to 
Oharleston. 

I  have  no  infonnation  on  the  subject,  other  than  is  given  in  the  enclosed  slip, 
and  which  I  have  seen  before. 

I  have  very  little  doubt  of  its  truth.     The  work,  however,  must  have  been 
done  at  night. 

Tho  department  has  already  been  informed  in  my  despatch  (No.  20S)  that  I 
offered  every  facility  to  Chief  Engineer  Eobie  to  blow  up  tho  Keokuk  with  Mr. 
Ei-iosson's  raft,  but  that  officer  found  it  too  dangerous  to  use. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDGON  "Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WasJiington,  D.  C. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  relative  to  tlie  gv/ns  of  the 
Keokuh. 

Navy  Department,  Jime  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  department  learns  with  regret,  by  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
that  the  paragraph  from  the  Charleston  Mercury,  forwarded  to  you,  stating  that 
the  guns  of  the  Keokuk  have  been  removed  from  the  wreck  and  taken  to 
Charleston,  is  probably  correct.  You  remark,  however,  that  "  the  work  must 
have  been  done  in  the  night  j"  and  add,  that  the  "  department  has  already 
been  informed,  in  your  despatch  No.  208,  that  yon  offered  every  facility  to 
Chief  Engineer  Eobie  to  blow  up  the  Keokak  with  Mr.  Ericsson's  raft,  but  that 
officer  found  it  too  dangerous  to  use." 

The  duty  of  destroying  the  Keokok,  and  preventing  her  guns  from  Mling 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  devolved  upon  the  commander-in-chief  rather  than 
on  Chief  Engineer  Eobie.     I  do  not  understand  that  the  operations  were  neees- 
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aarily  limited  to  Mr.  Ericsson's  raft,  of  wlileli  such  appreliensiona  appear  to 
liave  teen  entertained.     The  wreck  and  its  important  armament  ouglit  not  to 
have  been  abandoned  to  the  rebels,  whose  sleepless  labors  appear  to  have  se- 
cured them  a  valuable  prize. 
Veiy  reBpectfuIly,  &c., 

GIDEOW  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Rear-A'lmiral  DuPont  relative  to  loss  of  guns  oftht  Keokuk. 

No.  368.]  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  July  5,  1863. 
SiE :  As  I  was  preparing  to  hand  over,  at  an  eai-ly  hour  in  the  morning,  the 
command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  to  itear-Admiral  Dahl- 
gren,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  department,  I  received  from  the 
latter  its  communication  of  the  37th  June,  the  latest  date  which  haa  reached 
me,  refeiTing  to  the  guns  of  the  Keokuk. 

Having  indulged  the  hope'that  my  c«niinaDd,  coTering  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  months  afloat,  had  not  been  without  i-esults,  I  was  not  prepared  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  cenaure  from  the  department  which  has  characterized  its  letters 
to  me  since  the  Monitors  failed  to  take  Charleston. 

I  can  only  add  now,  that  to  an  officer  of  my  temperament,  whose  sole  aim 
has  been  to  do  his  whole  duty,  and  who  has  passed  through  forty-seven  years 
of  service  without  a  word  of  reproof,  these  censures  of  the  Navy  Department 
would  be  keenly  felt  if  I  did  not  know  they  were  wholly  undeserved. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'Jg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GriDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  of  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  on  the  qualities  of  the  Monitor  vessels  for 
blockading  duty  off  Charleston. 

Plag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  3,  1863. 

Sib  ;  I  had  the  honor  iu  a  previous  despatch  to  report  to  the  department  tho 
necessity  of  increasing  the  vessels  in  this  squadron,  in  order  to  make  the  block- 
ade more  effective,  particularly  off  Charleston. 

I  desire  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  another  important  point 
in  connexion  with  the  blockade  of  this  coast. 

It  has  hitherto  been  maintained  by  wooden  vessels,  many  of  which  are  of  the 
moat  vulnerable  character,  but  the  time  is  approaching  when  they  will  be  liable 
at  any  moment  to  he  driven  off  by  iron-clads  of  the  rebels  from  the  harbore  of 
Charleston  and  Savannah,  and,  if  reports  speak  tme,  by  iron-clads  from  abroad. 
To  meet  tliis  serious  difficulty  I  have  only  one  vessel  which  can  do  outside 
blockading  duty,  and  that  is  the  New  Ironsides,  and  her  commander  expresses 
doubts  of  her  ability  to  remain  off  Charleston  in  the  hurricane  season.     The 
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otlicr  iron-clada,  the  Monitors,  and  pai-tJcuIarly  iu  the  coming  hot  season,  are 
totally  unfit  for  this  duty.  They  are  not  sea-going  or  sea-keeping  vessels.  In 
even  a  slight  sea  the  hatches  must  be  battened  down,  and  the  effect  upon  the 
crew,  if  continued  for  a  brief  period  in  hot  weather,  would  be  most  deleterious ; 
indeed,  in  such  weather  they  are  not  habitable;  but,  in  addition  to  this  very 
serious  objection,  the  speed  of  these  vessels,  owing  to  the  foulness  of  their 
bottoms,  is  so  slow  that  they  are  not  only  unfit  to  chaae,  but  in  a  gale  of  wind 
could  not  keep  themselves  from  going  ashore.  Even  in  a  strong  tide-way, 
owing  to  the  deficiency  or  weakness  of  their  ground  tackling,  they  frequently 
get  adrift.  These  vessels  can  maintain  a  blockade  in  inland  waters,  but  the 
nearest  point  to  Charleston  where  they  can  be  placed  is  North  Edisto. 

I  have  on  different  occstsions  referred  to  the  qualities  of  these  iron-clads  for 
keeping  the  sea,  but  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department 
to  them  in  an  especial  despatch. 

In  this  connexion,  I  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  iron-clads,  addressed  to  me  when  they  understood  it  might  bo  deemed 
necessary  to  order  them  on  blockading  duty  off  Charleston. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT,  ■ 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding,  i(c, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wg^lbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Opinion  of  commanding  officers  of  Monitor  vessels. 

North  Edisto,  8.  C,  May  25,  1863. 
SlK  :  Having  understood  that  when  it  shall  be  necessaiy  to  withdraw  the  New 
Ironsides  from  the  blockade  of  Charleston  for  piu'poses  of  repairs  or  refresh- 
ment that  vessels  of  this  class  may  be  regarded  as  necessary  and  fit  to  take  her 
place,  we  beg  leave  to  express  our  opinion  on  that  point. 

The  hatches  would  have  to  be  battened  down  the  whole  time,  and  tl 
could  not  i@i\  to  be  disabled  from  loss  of  health  to  the  crew.  The  h 
from  foulness  of  bottom,  now  amounting  to  one-half  of  what  they  had  when  put 
in  commission,  wotild  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  chase  effectively,  or  to  get  off 
shore  in  a  gale  of  wind,  even  with  the  assistance  of  an  ordinaiy  steamer.  The 
extreme  sluggishness  of  tlie  compass  would  make  it  impossible  to  make  any 
giyen  course  of  a  cloudy  night.  If  clear,  setting  the  course  by  a  star  and 
giving  time  for  the  compass  to  traverse,  wotJd  make  its  use  possible.  The 
ground-tackle  in  a  heavy  scEi-way  would,  in  our  opinion,  he  quite  inadequate  to 
hold  her.  In  short,  we  think  these  vessels  are  entirely  inadequate  to  maintain 
ft  blockade  at  sea. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  RODGERS,  Captam. 
DANIEL  AMMEN,  Commander. 
GEO.  W.  EODGERS,  Commander. 
D.  M.  FAIRFAX,  Commander. 
JOHN  D0WNE8,  Commander. 
Eear-Adrairal  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash,  Port  Royal. 
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Major  General  Hunter  to  the  President  relative  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPtmt's 
re/ksal  to  co-operate, 

Headqhartebs  Depabtment  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  May  22,  1S63. 

Dear  Sib  :  It  is  more  than  six  weeks  since  the  attack  by  the  iron-clada 
upon  Charleston — an  attack  in  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  plans  of  Admiral 
DnPont,  the  army  had  no  actire  part. 

On  the  day  of  that  attack  the  ti-oops  under  my  command  held  Folly  island 
up  to  Light-house  inlet.  Oa  the  morning  after  the  attack  we  n-ere  in  complete 
readiness  to  cross  Light-honse  inlet  tb  Morris  island,  where,  once  established, 
the  fall  of  Sumter  would  have  been  as  c«rtain  as  the  demonstration  of  a  prob- 
lem in  mathematics.  Aided  by  a  cross-fire  from  the  navy,  the  enemy  would 
soon  have  been  driven  from  Cummings's  Point;  and  with  powerful  batteries  of 
one  and  two  hundred-pounder  rifled  guns  placed  there.  Port  Sumter  would  have 
been  rendered  untenable  in  two  days'  fire.  Fort  Pulaski  was  breached  and 
taken  from  Goat's  Point,  on  Tybee  island,  a  precisely  similar  proposition,  with. 
32-pownder  Parrott  guns,  43-pounder  James's  guns,  and  a  few  10-icch  colum- 
biads;  the  13-iiieh  mortars  need  in  that  bombardment  having  proved  utterly 
valueless.  I  mention  these  things  to  show  how  certain  would  have  been  the 
fall  of  Port  Sumter  under  the  fire  of  the  one  and  two  hundred -pounders  rifled 
now  at  my  command. 

On  the  afternoon  after  the  iron-clad  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  the  troops  on 
Folly  island  were  not  only  ready  to  cross  Light-house  inlet,  but  were  almost  in 
the  act,  the  final  reconnoissance  having  been  made,  the  boats  ready,  and  the  men 
under  arms  for  crossing,  when  they  were  recalled,  as  I  hoped  merely  tempora- 
rily, by  the  announcement  of  Admiral  DuPont  that  he  had  resolved  to  retire, 
and  that,  consequently,  we  could  expect  no  assistance  from  the  navy. 

Immediately  the  admiral  was  waited  upon  by  an  officer  of  my  staff,  who  rep- 
resented the  forwardness  of  our  preparations  for  crossing,  the  evidently  unpre- 
pai-ed  condition  of  the  enemy  to  receive  us,  while  any  delay,  now  that  our  in- 
tentions were  unmasked,  would  give  the  enemy  time  to  erect  upon  the  southern 
end  of  Morris  island,  commanding  Light-house  inlet,  those  works  and  batteries 
which  he  had  heretofore  neglected.  To  these  considerations,  earnestly  and 
elahorately  urged,  the  admiral's  answer  was  that  "he  would  not  fire  another 

A  lodgment  on  Morris  island  was  thus  made  impossible  for  ns,  the  enemy 
having  powerful  works  on  the  island,  more  especially  at  the  northern  end,  out 
of  which  we  could  not  hope  to  drive  him  unless  aided  by  a  cross-fire  from  the 
navy.  1  therefore  detei-mined  to  hold  what  we  had  got  until  the  admiral  should 
have  had  time  to  repair  his  vessels ;  and  to  this  hour  we  hold  every  inch  of 
ground  on  Folly  and  Cole's  and  Seabrook's  islands  that  we  held  on  the  day  of 
the  expected  crossing. 

Since  then  I  have  exercised  patience  with  the  admiral,  and  have  pushed  for- 
ward my  works  and  batteries  on  Folly  island  with  unremitting  diligence;  the 
enemy  meanwhile,  thoroughly  aroused  to  their  danger,  throwing  up  works  that 
completely  commanded  Light-honse  inlet,  on  the  aonthem  end  of  Morris  island ; 
so  that  the  crossing  which  could  have  been  effected  in  a  couple  of  hours  and 
with  little  sacrifice  six  weeks  ago,  will  now  involve,  whenever  attempted,  pro- 
tracted operations  and  a  very  serious  loss  of  life.  And  to  what  end  should  this 
sacrifice  be  made  without  the  co-operation  of  the  navyl  Even  when  estab- 
lished on  the  'soulhem  end  of  Morris  island,  the  northern  end,  with  its  powerful 
works  and  commanded  by  the  fire  of  Ports  Sumter  and  Johnson,  lyould  still 
remain  to  be  possessed.  The  sacrifice  would  be  of  no  avail  without  the  aid  of 
the  navy ;  and  I  have  been  painfully  but  finally  convinced  that  from  the  uavj'  no 
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swell  aid  is  to  be  expected.  I  fear  Admiral  DuPont  disLniata  the  ivon-clada  so 
much  tliat  ho  has  leaolved  to  do  nothing  with  them  this  summer;  and  therefore 
I  most  urgently  hegof  you  to  liberate  me  from  those  orders  to  "  co-operate  with 
the  navy,  which  now  tie  me  down  to  share  the  admiral's  inactivity.  Remain- 
ing in  oar  present  situation,  we  do  not  even  detain  one  soldier  of  the  enemy 
from  service  elsewhere.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  they  have  already  sent  away 
6om  Charleston  and  Savannah  all  the  troops  not  absolutely  needed  to  garrison 
the  defences,  and  these  will  have  to  remain  in  the  works  whether  an  enemy  be 
in  sight  or  not. 

Liberate  me  from  this  order  to  "co-operate  with  the  navy  in  an  attack  on 
Charleston,"  and  I  will  immediately  pla«e  a  column  of  ten  thousand  of  the  best 
drilled  soldiers  in  the  country  (as  unquestionably  a*-e  the  troops  of  this  depart- 
ment) in  the  heart  of  Georgia,  our  landing  and  marching  being  made  through 
counties  in  which,  as  shown  by  the  census,  the  slave  population  is  seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants.  Nothing  is  truer,  sir,  than  that  this  rebellion  has 
left  the  southern  States  a  mere  hollow  shell.  If  we  avoid  their  few  strongholds, 
where  they  have  prepared  for  and  Invited  us  to  battle,  we  shall  meet  no  opposi- 
tion in  a  total  devastation  of  their  resoureesi  thus  compelling  them  to  break  up 
their  large  armies  and  gai-risons  at  a  few  points  into  scores  of  small  fractions  of 
armies  for  the  protection  of  every  threatened  or  assailable  point.  I  will  guar- 
antee, with  the  troops  now  fruitlessly  though  laboriously  occupying  Folly  and 
Seabrook  islands,  and  such  other  troops  as  can  be  spared  from  the  remaining 
pMte  of  this  department,  to  penetrate  into  (Georgia,  produce  a  practical  dissolu- 
tion of  the  slave  system  there,  destroy  al!  railroad  communication  along  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  State,  and  lay  waste  all  stores  which  can  possibly  be  used 
for  the  sustenance  of  the  rebellion. 

My  troops  are  in  splendid  health  and  discipline,  and,  in  mj  judgment,  are 
more  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  policy  of  the  goTemmcnt  than  any  other 
equal  body  of  men  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to-day.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  one  brigadier  general  and  one  colonel  commanding  a  brigade,  there  is  not , 
an  oiHcer  of  any  consec[nence  in  the  command  who  is  not  heart  and  soul  in  favor 
of  prosecuting  this  war  by  any  and  every  means  likely  to  insure  success.  Only 
once  liberate  me  from  enforced  waiting  on  the  action  of  those  who,  I  fear,  are 
not  likely  to  do  anything,  and  I  promise  you  that  I  will  give  full  employment  to 
twice  or  thrice  my  number  of  the  enemy;  and  that  while  Rosocrans  threatens 
Bragg  m  front,  I  will  interrupt  his  communications,  threaten  his  rear,  and  spread 
a  panic  through  the  country. 

In  this  connexion,  I  would  ask,  if  possible,  for  a  regiment  of  cavaliy,  and 
tliat  the  brigade  sent  by  me  to  the  relief  of  Major  General  Foster  may  be  or- 
dered back  from  North  Carolina.  If  no  cavalry  can  be  spared,  then  that  five 
hundred  horses  and  a  thousand  saddles  and  equipments  may  be  sent  to  me  im- 
mediately. Also,  that  the  pikes  drawn  for  my  chief  of  ordnance  may  be  sup- 
plied immediately ;  these  weapons  being  the  simplest  and  most  effective  that  can 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  slaves  who  are  liberated  in  our  march  into  the  in- 

lu  conclusion,  I  would  again  call  attention  to  my  request  to  be  endowed  with 
the  same  powers  intrusted  to  Adjutant  General  Thomas,  for  raising  colored  reg- 
iments and  giving  commissions  to  their  officers.  I  think  this  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, as  each  commission  promptly  given  to  a  deserving  non-commissioned 
officer  or  private  has  the  effect  of  concDiating  the  sentiment  of  the  regiment  from 
which  the  appointee  is  taken;  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
experiment  of  colored  soldiers  should  have  the  hearty  acquiescence  of  the  troops 
with  whom  they  are  to  serve. 

I  deem  this  matter  of  so  much  importance,  and  am  so  wearyof  inactivity,  that 
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I  send  this  letter  by  special  eteamer  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  have  instructed 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  wait  for  your  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
B.  HUNTEE, 
Major  General,  CoTivmanding. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

I  send  this  letter  by  Captain  Arthur  M.  Kinzie,  one  of  my  aides-de-camp, 
■who  will  await  your  answer  and  return  immediately  by  the  steamer  which  bears 
this  to  Tortcess  Moni-oe. 

D.  HUNTER,  Major  General. 


Letter  relieving  Rear- Admiral  DuPontfrom,  command  of  South  Atlantic  Block- 
ading Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  June  3,  1863. 

Sir;  Tour  despatch,  No.  267,  under  date  of  May  27,  is  received. 

I  do  not  find  in  this  nor  in  any  communication  received  from  you  since  the 
7t!i  of  April  any  proposition  for  a  renewed  attack  upon  Charleston,  or  sugges- 
tions even  for  active  operations  against  that  place.  No  acknowledgment  of  the 
despatch  which  the  President  made  jointly  to  yourself  and  General  Hunter  has 
been  received  at  this  department. 

The  government  is  unwilling  to  relinquish  all  further  efforts  upon  a  place  that 
has  been  so  conspicuous  in  this  rebellion,  and  which  continues  to  stimulate  trea- 
son and  resistance  to  the  Union  and  the  government,  and  whose  reduction  is  so 
essential.  I  regret  that  you  do  not  concur  in  these  views,  for  your  long  experi- 
ence upon  the  coast,  the  prestige  of  your  name,  with  your  intelligence,  profound 
skiU,  and  your  past  success,  had  induced  me  to  hope  that  you  would  load  in  this 
great  measure,  and  that  it  might  be  the  crowning  achievement  of  a  successful 

Erom  the  tone  of  your  letters  it  appears  that  your  Judgment  is  in  opposition 
to  a  renewed  attack  on  Charleston ;  and  in  view  of  this  fact,  with  your  prolonged 
confinuanee  on  the  blockade,  the  department  has  concluded  to  relieve  yon  of  the 
command  of  the  South  Atlantic  squadron,  and  to  order  Eeai'-Adrairal  Eoote  as 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  "WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

§«.,  ^c,  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina. 


General  Gillmore  requesting  the  co-operation  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont. 

New  York,  June  4,  1863. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  learn  by  conference  with  Admiral  Foote  that  fifteen  or 
twenty  days  may  possibly  elapse  before  he  can  start  south.  A^  I  expect  to 
start  by  Monday  next  at  farthest,  and  as  it  may  be  of  vital  importance  for  us 
to  secure  a  lodgment  on  Morris  island  before  its  defences,  now  rapidly  progress- 
ing, are  completed,  I  respectfully  request  that  Admii-al  DuPont  be  advised  to 
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;o-opcrate  in  Biicti  pveliminioy  operations  as  it  may  lie  nBuesaaiy  to  inaugurate 
u  order  to  secure  tliat  end. 
Admirals  Foote  and  Dahlgreen  coincide  with  me  in  ttis  view  of  the  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q;  a.  GILLMORE,  Brigadier  General. 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assi»tant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washington,  D.  C. 


Rear- Admiral  DuPont  directed  to  co-operate  with  General  Gillmore. 
Navy  Department,  June  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  General  Gillmore  hoa  been  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  Depai'tment 
of  the  South,  and  yoii  will  pleaee  afford  him  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  your 
power  in  conducting  his  operationa. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear- Admiral  S.  F.  DoPowt, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Note. — The  receipt  of  this  despatch  was  acknowledged  by  Rear-Admirai 
DuPont  under  date  of  June  14,  1S63. 


General  Gillmore  stales  that  operations  are  delayed  for  want  of  Rear-Admiral 
DuPont's  co-operation. 

IlEADaoARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  SoUTH, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  June  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  1  have  to  report  no  important  changes  in  the  condition  of  things  at 
Folly  island.  My  preparations  are  nearly  completed,  but  I  can  do  nothing  until 
Admiral  DuPont's  successor  arrives  and  gets  ready  to  work.  The  admiral  hae 
no  instructions,*  and  does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  put  hie  vessels  into  action  on  the 
eve  of  relinquishing  his  command,  I  believe  wo  could  get  Morris  island  without 
the  assistance  of  the  navy;  bat  ao  long  as  they  lie  outside  the  bar  the  enemy's 
iron-clads  and  other  gunboats  could  annoy  os  so  much  that  we  could  accomphah 
very  little  toward  the  erection  of  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE,  Brig.  Gen.  Comm'g. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Congratulating  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  upon  Im  arrival  home. 

Navy  Dbfaetmbnt,  July  15,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  announcing  your  arrival.     In 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  con- 
gratulate yOu  on  your  safe  return  to  Delaware  after  the  severe  labors  of  your 
late  arduous  command. 

"  Receipt  of  ioBtraclioaa  acknowledged  hv  IlHar-Adraitai  [Jui'out  under  ilate  of  juoe  14,  . 
1803.  nOOQle 

H.  Ex.  Doc,  69—^—8  '^^ 
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ElsewLcrc,  and  in  public  officia!  commimieatioos,  I  have  tsxprcaaed  niy  high 
appreciation  of  your  servicea  and  of  tlie  ability  ttiat  you  have  esliibited. 
Wishing  you  hedth  and  hajjjiiuess,  I  arti,  very  resjiectfuHy, 

aiDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Nacy. 
Eeax-Admirai  S.  F.  DnPoNT, 

U.  S.  Navy,   Wilmmgtnn,  Delaware. 


Rear-Admira!  DaliJg^ren  to  command  ike  South  Atlantic  Squadron- 

Navy  Department,  June  S4,  1863. 
Sir  :  Rear-Admival  Footo  being  tmahle  from  sickness  to  proceed  to  Fort 
Royal,  Eear-Admiral  Dahigren,  who  was  appointed  next  in  command,  has  been 
ordered  to  repair,  thither  and  relieve  you  of  the  command  of  the  South  Atlantic 
blockading  squadron,  and  you  will  turn  over  to  him  all  unexecuted  orders. 
Very  respcctfuUy,  &c., 

GIDEON"  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  ike.  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPoNT, 

Commanding  S.  A-  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Rear-Admiral  DstPo^e  prefers  charges  against  Chit^  Engineer  Stimers, 
[Despatch  Ho.  236—1863-3 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Fori  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  charges  and  specifications  against  Alban  0, 
Stimers,  a  diief  engineer  in  t' 
department  to  arreat  tbia  (fSi 
most  of  the  witnesses  are. 

In  order  to  ascertain  with  more  preusiou  the  extent  of  hie  unofficerlike  con- 
duet  and  disregard  of  truth  I  wis  compell  d  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the 
"  Arago"  on  her  present  trip 

Very  respectfully,  3  our  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DIIPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDEow  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washi^tgtort,  D.  G. 


Charges  and  specif  •^ations  of  charges  preferrid  by  Rear-Admtral  Sami'el  F. 
DuPont,  commanding  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  against  Chief 
Engineer  Albam,  G.  ^timers.  United  States  navy. 

Charge  First:  Falsehood. 

Specification. — In  this  :  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  said  Alban  C.  Stimers,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  United  States  navy,  being  then  on  board  the  steamship  Arago,  by  tho 
authority  and  direction  of  Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont,  commanding  the 
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South  j^ti.'tntii;  blockaJmg  equadroii — tlie  eaid  Arago  being  on  Jier  passage  from 
Port  Royal,  South  Oaroiina,  to  New  York  city,  via  Oharleston  bar — did,  at  the 
table  of  said  steampr,  in  the  presence  of  onicers  of  said  eteamer  and  other 
peraons,  a  numljcv  of  whom  were  correspondents  of  the  public  pvese,  and  at 
diveiH  other  times  during  the  pasBaga  of  the  said  steamer,  falsely  aaaert,  knowing 
the  same  to  he  untrue,  that  be  was  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  commaaders  of 
the  iron-clad  vesBela  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  in 
Charleston  harbor,  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
tlirec,  that  the  attack  of  that  day  ought  to  have  been  renewed;  and  that  they 
did  further  state  to  bim  that  the  said  iion-clad  vessde  were  in  fit  condition  to 
renew  it ;  and  the  said  Alban  0.  Stimers  did  further  falsely  assert,  knowing  the 
same  to  he  untrue,  that  several  of  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels 
had  eaid  to  him  in  his  presence  and  tearing  that  they,  the  said  commanders, 
were,  after  the  attack  aforesaid, .  "hot  for  rencwiug  the  engagement,"  or  words 
to  that  effect. 

Chaeqg  Second  :  Conduct  unbecoming  an  ofBcer  of  the  navy. 
Specification.— irx  this:  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  said  Alban  C.  Stimers,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  United  States  naVy,  being  then  on  board  the  steamship  Arago, 
by  the  authority  and  direction  of  Bear- Admiral  8.  i".  DuPont,  commanding 
South  Atlantic  Dlockading  squadron — the  said  Arago  being  on  her  passage  from 
Port  Soya],  Sonth  Carolina,  to  New  York  city,  via  Charleston  bar— did,  at  the 
table  of  said  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  oificers  of  the  said  steamer  and  other 

Sersons,  a  namber  of  whom  were  correspondents  of  the  public  press,  and  at 
ivers  other  tiroes  during  the  passage  of  the  said  steamer,  with  the  intent  to 
disparage  and  injure  the  professional  reputation  of  his  superior  officer,  Rear- 
Admiral  S.  F,  DuPont.  criticise  and  condemn,  in  teims  unbecoming  the  circum- 
.  stances  and  his  position  as  an  officer  of  the  navy,  the  professional  conduct  of 
his  superior  officer,  Keai-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont,  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts 
and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-three,  and  did,  with  the  like  intent,  knowingly  make  ialse  statements, 
using,  amoiig  other  improper  and  unfounded  expressions,  words  in  substance  as 
follows:  "That  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the 
eighth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-thi-ee,  after  they  had  undergone  ' 
some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  .as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the 
day  before;  that  they  could  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and 
obstructions,  and  that  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  was  too  much  prejtidiced  against 
the  Monitors  to  give  them  a  fwr  trial." 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S   A.  B.  Squadron. 
Plau-Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  May  12,  1863. 


Brigadier  General  Geo.  H.  Gordon,  U.  S.  A.;  Heniy  A.  Gadsden,  captain  of 
the  Arago;  Frederick  Gratagean,  purser  of  the  Arago ;  Ai-thur  Hughes,  chief 

engineer  of  the  Arago ;  Feniandez,  doctor  of  the  Arago ;  J.  H.  Baker, 

chief  officer  of  the  Arago ;  C.  0.  Fulton,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Baltimore 

'  American  and  Commercial  Advertiser;  Colwell,  of  New  York;  builder  of 

one  of  the  iron-clads,  passenger  in  the  Arago ; Mars,  coppersmith,  of  New 

York,  passenger  on  the  Arago;  Commodore  Thos,  Turner,  U.  S.  N,;  Captain 
Pcrcival,  Drayton,  U.  8.  K.;  Captain  John  Eodgers,  U.  S.  N.;  Captain  John 
L.  WoEden,  U.  S.  N.;  Commander  Daniel,  Amm en,  U.  S.  N.;  Commander  Don- 
ald McN.  Fairfax,  U.  8.  N.;  Commander  John  Downes,  U.  S.  N.;  Conimander 
Alexander  C.  Ehind,  U.  B.  N.;  Assistant  Surgeon  George  D.  SIocun?.(J[j.Si  W^;|  C 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  A.  S.  Poor,  U.  S.  N.  *■ 
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Record  of  the  proceedings  of  a  riaved  court  of  inquiry ,  hdd,  at  the  United  States 
marine  barracks.,  Brooklyn,  in  tJie  State  of  New  York,  o»  Friday,  the  Jifth 
day  of  June,  in  ike  year  of  our  Lord  one  tJiousamd  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
tkree,  by  virtue  ofa-precept  signed  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
the  original  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed,  and  which  is  in  the  words  and 
figures  following  : 

"To  Eear-Admiral  Francjis  H,  Grisqory,  United  States  Naisy  : 

"  By  Tirlue  of  the  aiitliority  contaiiietl  itt  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  til© 
iiavy  of  the  Uaited  States,  approved  Jnly  17, 1863, 1  hereby  appoint  Bear- Admi- 
ral Francis  H.  Gregory, ' preaideu t ;  Bear- Admiral  Silaa  H.  Stringham  and  Ooin- 
modore  William  C-  Nicholson,  members;  and  Edwin  M.  Stoughton,  esq.,  judge, 
advocate,  of  a  navai  court  of  inquiry,  irhich  is  ordered  to  convune  at  the  mai'ine 
barracks,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  June.  A.  D.  IS63,' 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  gi'ounds  of  the  charges  hereunto  annexed 
and  made  a  part  of  this  precept,  preferred  by  Rear- Admiral  Samuel  F,  DuPonl 
against  Chief  Engineer  Alvan  0.  Stimers,  of  the  navy.  The  court  will  dili- 
gently and  fully  iuqnire  into  the  matters  embraced  in  the  specifications  of  the 
eaid  charges,  and  report  to  the  department  their  opinion  as  to  the  neceaaity  or 
propriety  of  further  proceedings  in  the  case. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Depai'tmont  of  the  United 
States,  this  Slst  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1863. 

,        ,  "GIDEON  WELLES, 

l^'  ^-J  "  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

And  also,  by  viitue  of  the  orders  contained  in  the  letters  and  communications 
of  the  honorable  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  are  hereunto  appended,  and 
are  in  the  words  and  (igures  following  r 

"Navy  Depahtmbnt,  May  21, 1863. 
"  Sir  :   Enclosed  herewith  is  a  precept  for  a  court  of  inquiry,  of  which  you 
are  appointed  president,  and  which  will  convene  at  the  marine  barracks  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  Monday,  the  let  day  of  June  next,  or  as  soon  theie- 
.after  as  practicable, 

"I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

"  GIDEOS  WELLES, 

"Secretary  of  the  Navy: 
"  Rear- Admiral  F.  H.  Gkbooey,     . 

"  United  States  Navy,  New  York." 

"Navy  Department,  May  30,  1863. 
■'  SiE':  E.  M.  Stoughton,  esq.,  being  unable  to  act  as  judge  advocate  of  the 
naval  court  of  inquiry  ordered  to  couvene  at  Brooklyn  on  the   1st  proximo, 
Edward  Pierrepont,  esq.,  has  been  appointed  judge  advocate,  in  his  stead. 
"  I  am,  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  GIDEON  WELLES, 

"  Secretary  of  Ike  Navy. 
"  Bear- Admiral  F,  R.  Gregory, 

"  United  State.'!  Navy,  New  York." 

"June  2,  1863. 
"  Judge  Pierrepont  having  declined  to  act  aa  judge  advocate,  the  wiurt  a.re  de- 
sired to  select  one. 

"GIDEON  WELLES, 

"  Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 
"  Rear- Admiral  F.  H.  Greoorv, 

"  United  t^fates  Hotel." 
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And  :'hii  !)y  viitue  of  orders  appointing  Hiram  L.  Sleeper,  esq.,  as  judg*i  ad- 
vocate, wliic]i  are  lierenuto  appended,  and  in  words  and  figures  as  follows  : 
"United  States  Marine  Barracks, 

"  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Jme  4,  1863.  . 
"  Siu  -.  By  order  of  a  precept  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Ha^vy, 
dated  at  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States  the  Slat  day  of  May,  1863, 
appoiutiiig  Rear- Admiral  Francis  H.  Gregory  president,  Eear-Admifal  Silas  H. 
Striiigham  and  Commodore  Wm.  C.  Nicholson  members,  and  ii.dwin  M,  Stough- 
ton  judge  advocate  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry,  and  by  virtue  of  a  eomraunica- 
tioti  directed  to  Reai-Admiral  Fraiicia  H.  Gregory,  pi'csident  of  said  court,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  Jnne  2,  1863,  youSu^  hereby  appointed  judge 
advocate  of  the  naval  court  of  inquiry  convened  by  virtue  of  said  precept. 
Should  you  accept  the  appointment  you  will  report  without  delay  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  coiirt. 

"  Very  respfctfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

"F. -H.  G-REGOEY, 

"  Rear-AdrntToJ,  Prendent. 
"Hiram  L.  Sleepkr,  Esq.,  New  York." 


"Navv  DaPARTMBNT,  June  4,  1863. 
"  Sir  :  Toll  are  hereby  appointed  judge  advocate  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry, 
iich  is  now  in  session  at  the  navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  of  whicl' 
(Hr-Admiral  Francis  H- Gregory  is  president. 
"  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■'  GIDEON  WELLES, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
■JiiRAM  L.  Sleeprr,  Esq.,  New  York." 


United  States  Marine  Barracks, 
Brooklyn,  New  YorJc,  Friday,  June  5,  1863. 

The  court  convened  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  precept  and  orders  : 

Present,  Rear-Admiral  Francis  E.  Gregory,  president. 
'  Members,  Rear- Admiral  Silas  H.  Stringham,  Commodore  Wm.  G.  Nicholson  ,•: 
Hiram  Sleeper,  judge  advocate. 

Present,  also,  Alban  C.  Stimers,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  navy  of  the  United; 
States,  the  accused. 

The  precept  and  orders  hereinbefore  set  forth  were  yrodaced  and  read  by  the 
judge  advocate  in  the  presence  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers. 

'1  he  judge  advocate  then  asked  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  if  he  had  any  excep- 
tion or  eaase  of  clialleuge  to  make  againsi  any  member  of  the  court  named  ia 
the  foregoing  precept,  to  which  he  replied' that  he  had  not. 

Thereupon  the  judge  advocate  administered  to  the  members  of  the  court,  and 
each  of  them,  in  the  presence  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  the  oath  required  by 
the  2Sth  article  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,"  approved  July  17,  1862 ;  and  the 
president  of  the  court,  admi»i8tered  to  the  judge  advocate  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  statute  aforesaid- 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers  hei-e  requested  that  the  court  would  allow  him  the 
privilege  of  counsel,  and  named  Edwin  M.  Stoughton  and, Charles  H.  Glover, 
esquires,  as  such  counsel.  The  coui-t  therenpoo  granted  the  request,  and  Edwin 
M.  Stoughton  and  Charles  fl.  Glover,  esquires,  appeared  as  counsel-for  Chief' 
Engineer  Stimers'.  -i     b.V^OO^^IC 
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Tlio  court  now  being  iirganize^,  the  judge  advocate  read  tlio  charges  and 
speGificationa  of  charges  in  the  presence  of  the  accused,  hereunto  appcuded.  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Charges  and  specificatiimg  of  charges  ■preferred  hy  Rear-Admiral  Sam/ael  F. 
DuPonC,  GOTW^andiTig  South  At/anttc  blor.kading  sq^iailron,  against  Chief 
Engineer  AlboM  C.  Siimers,  of  tlie  Umted  States  Naey. 

■   (jHABGE  First  :  Falsehood, 

Specificalian. — In  this :  that  between  tbis  eleventh  and  fifteenth  daya  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  Bixty-threCj  the  said  Albaa  0.  Stimers,  a  chief 
engineer  in  the  United  States  navy,  being  then  on  heard  the  steamship  Arago, 
by  the  authority  and  direction  of  Eear-Admiral  Samuel  F.DuPont,  commanding 
the  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron — the  said  Arago  being  on  her  pasBage 
from  Port  Hoyal,  South  Carolina,  to  New  York  c'ty,  via  Charleston  bar — did, 
at  the  table  of  said  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  officers  of  said  steamer  and  other 
peraone,  a  nnmber  of  whom,  were  correspoadeate  of  the  public  press,  and  at 
divera  other  times  daring  the  passage  of  the  said  ateamer,  falsely  assert,  knowiDg 
the  same  to  be  nntrue,  that  he  was  told  by  one  or  more  of.  the  commanders  of 
the  iron-clad  vesaels  engaged  ia  the  attack  upon  the  (arts  a.nd  batteries  in 
Charleston  harbor  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  that  tlie  attack  of  that  day  ought  to  Iiavo  been  renewed  ;  and  that  they 
did  further  state  to  him  that  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  were  in  fit  condition  to 
renew  it ;  and  the  said  Alban  0.  Stimers  did  further  falsely  assert,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  untrue,  that  several  of  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-c!ad  vessels 
had  said  to  bilii,  or  in  his  preacnce  and  hearing,  that  they,  the  said  commaadera, 
were,  after  the  att,ack  aforesaid,  "  hot  for  reuewing  tho  engagement,"  or  words 
to  that  effect.  .  ■  " 

Oharob  Seco\d:  Conduct  unhecoraing  an  officer  of  the  navy. 

Specification. — In  this :  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  s^d  Alban  C.  StiDiers,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  United  States  navy,  boiiig  then  on  board  tho  steamship  Arago,  by  the 
authority  and  direction  of  Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont,  commanding  South 
Atlantic  blockading  squadron — the  said  ^''agO'heing  on  the  passage  from  Port 
Royal,  South  Carolina,  to  New  York  city,  via  Charleston  bar-^did,  at  the  table  , 
of  said  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  officers  of  tho  said  steamer  and  other  per- 
sons, a  number  of  whom  were  correspondpnts  of  the  public  press,  and  at  divera 
other  times  during  the  passage  of  the  said  steamer  with  tho  intent  to  disparage 
and  injure  the  professional  reputation  of  his  superior  officer.  Rear- Admiral 
Samuel  F.  DuPont,  criticise  and. condemn,  in  terms  unbecoming  tlie  circumstances 
and  his  position  as  an  officer  of  the  navy,  the  professional  conduct  of  his  supe- 
rior officer,  Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont,  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and. 
batteries  in  Charleston  harbor,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundriid  and 
sixty-three,  and  did,  with  the  like  intent,  knowingly  make  faJae  statements, 
using,  among  other  improper  and  unfounded  expressions,  words  in  substance  as 
follows :  "  That  the  Monitora  were  in  as  good  condition  on  Wedueaday,  the 
eighth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  after  they  had  under- 
goue  some  slight  repairs,  tj>  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had.  been  to  commence  it 
the  day  before ;  that  they  could  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedofea 
and  obstructions,  and  that  Rear-Admiral  l>uPont  was  too  njuch  prejudiced 
against  the  Monitors  to  be  willing  to  give  them  a  fair  trial." 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  ti.  A.  &  Squadron. 
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Tliejutlge  advocate  tLen  asked  Cliief  Engineer  StimerS'if  fi3  was  ready  to 
proceed,  to  wliieli  he  replied  Le  waa. 

Tlie  judge  advocate  tlien  called  as  a  witJiess  on  the  behalf  of  the  goverament, 
Captain  Henry  A.  Gadsden,  who  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  ; 

Question.  What  is  your  name;  and  what  is  your  profession  or  occupation? 

Answer.  My  name  is  Henry  A.  Gadsden,  and  I  ara  commander  of  the  steam- 
ship Arago. 

Queetion.  Wereyoa  in  command  of  the  said  stnamship  Arag^  the 'whole  time 
between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April,  1863  !  If  yea,  where  was  the 
Arago  duiiDg  that  time,  and  on  what  sei-vice  engaged! 

Answer.  I  was  in  command  of  the  Arago  daring  the  whole  time  inquired  of 
in  the  question ,  and  she  was  then  on  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Royal  to 
New  York.  She  came  by  the  way  of  Stono  inlet  and  via  Charleston  bar  and 
Fortress  Monroe. 

Question.  Do  .you  know  Chief  Engineer  Alban  C.  Stimers,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  now  present?     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him? 

Answer.  I  do  know  Jlr.  Stimers,  and  have  known  him  since  abont  the  10th 
of  April,  1863. 

Question.  Was  or  was  nej;  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  a  passenger  on  board  the 
Arago  during  Uer  voyage  from  Port  Itoyal,  South  Carolina,  in  tlio  month  of 
April  last,  to  New  York  ?  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  he  join  the  Arago,  and 
^by  whose  orders  and  autbority? 

Answer.  He  was  a  passenger,  and  joined  the  ship  off  Charleston  bar  about 
the  eleventh  day  of  April  last;  by  whose  order  or  authority  I  do  not  know. 
He  left  the  Arago  at  New  York,  about  the  14th  of  April  last. 

Question.  During  the  time  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  was  a  passenger  on  board 
the  Arago,  at  the  time  yoa  have  referred  to  in  your  last  answts:,  did  you  have 
any  conversation  with  the  said  Stimers  relative  to  the  attack  made  by  the 
United  States  nav.nl  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  of  Charleston  harbor,  on 
the  7th  day  of  April  Jastl  If  yea,  you  will  please  state  sueh  conversation  as 
nearly  aa  you  can  recollect. 

Answer.  I  saw  but  very  little  of  Mr.  Stimers  ofi  the  passage,  aiid  only 
recollect  one  conversation  of  a  few  .momenta'  duration  that  I  had  with  him.  I 
think  that  one  was  all;  and  it  being  so  long  ago,  I  cannot  pretend  to  give 
the  words  of  Mr.  StJmers.  I  can  only  give  the  substance  of  the  converaation, 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Monitors  had  not  received  any  serious  damage 
in  their  attack.onthe  forts — none  butwhat  conldbe  repaired  in  a  very  few  houra, 
and  that  after  these  repairs  were  finished  they  would  bo  in  as  good  condition  to 
engage  the  forts  agsun  as  they  were  when  they  went  into  the  engagement  first 
on  the  7th  of  April  last;  that  be  considered  the  trial  they  bad  bad  was  not 
sufficient  to  condemn  them,  or  that  they  should  not  be  condemned  for  whkt 
they  had  failed  to  perform,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at 
tho  time  Isist  referred  to,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Kear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du- 
Pont,  of  the  United  States  navy,  during  the  attack  aforesaid,  or  did  Chief  En- 
gineer Stimers  at  any  time  during  the  passage  on  the  Arago  make  any  remarks 
to  you  or  in  your  presence  respecting  Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont,  or  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  the  said  attack  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  am  aware  of.  He  only  did  in  general  terms;  he  did 
not  individualize  any  officers.  Of  course  I  took  it  to  be  disparaging  to  Bear- 
Admiral  DuPont  when  ho  said  tho  Monitors  had  not  had  a  fair  trial,  be- 
cause I  thought  at  tho  time  that  it  was  Kear-Admiral  DuPont's  duty  to  give 
them  a  fair  trial. 

Question.  Did  or  did  not  Obicf  Engineer  Stimers,  in  the  course  of  his  aoa- 
'  versation,  say  to  you,  ia  substance,  that  the  Monitors  were  in  as  gopd(c^^^t^(«i[  |^ 
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on  Weflnesday,  the  eighth,  day  of  April  last,  after  they  had  uadergone  Bome 
slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  were  to  commence  it  the  day  before^ 
If  he-did  make  such  remark,  what  did  yoa  reply. to  it? 

Answer.  In  substance  he  did  make  such  remark,  hut  aa  to  my  reply  i  cannot 

Question.  Have  you  at  any  time  had  any  convereation  with  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  respecting  the  nature  of  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  Mouitors  in  the 
attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston,  ob  the  7t!i  day  of  April  laaf!  If  yes,  state 
what  such  conversation  w&a,  and  when  Mid  where  it  occurred. 

Answer.  I  only  recollect  that  on  the  deck  of  the  Arago  I  asked  him  if  the 
Nahaat  had  not  received  veiy  serious  damage,  as  I  had  been  informed  that  the 
bolts  were  sticking  out  of  the  turret,  so  that  a  person  could  climb  to  the  top  of 
file  turret  on  them.  He  replied  'that  that  was  no  injury  to  her,  as  she  had  been 
bolted  too  much,  or  had  had  too  many  bolts  put  into  her,  or  words  to  that  effect; 
that  was  iu  the  same  conversation  that  I  have  first  leferred  to. 

Question.  Has  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  at  ^ny  timej^mai'ked  to  you, 
or  in  your  presence,  that  the  Monitors  could  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns, 
torpe4oes,  and  obstructions  t     If  yea,  when  and  where  did  he  make  such  remark? 

Answer.  That  remark  was  made  by  him,  and  in  the  same  conversation  ;  but 
I  am  not  so  positive  but  that  he  added,  if  the  devils  or  hoot-jacks  were  attached 
to  them,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Has  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  at  any  time  remarked  to  you, 
or  in  your  gresenee,  that  Eoar-Admiral  DuPont  was  prejudiced  against  the 
Monitors  too  much  to  be  willing  to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 
If  yea,  wheu  and  where  did  he  maie  such  remark? 

Answer.  He  only  spoke  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  la  a  genci,il  w  i.y.  not  iu- 
dividualiaiiig  any  one,  as  being  prejudiced  against  the  Mouitois  This  occurred 
in  the  same  conversation  referred  to  previously. 

Question.  During  the  covereation  to  which  you  h«e  referied  did  Chief 
Engineer  Stimers  say  anything  about  being  identifled  with  the  Monitors?  If 
yea,  what  did  he  say  on  that  subject? 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  objected  to  iho  qufstion  because  it 
is  not  relevant  to  any  matter  containeil  in  any  of  the  ehaiges  rr  specifications 
before  the  court. 

The  court  was  thereupon  cleared  for  deliberation  ind  umsultatiou,  decided 
the  question  was  proper,  and  the  witness  should  he  allowed  to  answ  er  it. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  any  remark  of  his  on  that  point 

Question.  Has  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  at  any  time  said  to  you  that,  after 
the  attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  Apnl  last  the  i  ommanders 
of  the  iron-elads  engaged  in  the  attack  were  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement," 
or  that  he  had  been  told  ao  by  one  or  more  of  the  siud  commanders,  or  words  to 
that  effect? 

A3wer,  Not  that  I  recollect.  I  recollect  distinctly  of  that  having  been  said, 
but  whether  by  Mi'.  Stimei«-  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Have  you  related  al!  that  you  can  recall  of  the  conversation  which 
took  place  between  yourself  and  Chief  En^eer  Stimoi's  respecting  the  attack 
on  the  forts  at  Chai'leston  harbor,  on  the  7th  of  April  l(^t,  or  all  that  he  said  in. 
yijur  heai-ittg  reepeeting  the  sswd  attack,  or  respectii^  the  cooduet  of  Itear- 
AdmiraJ  DuPont  J  If  nay,  state  anything  further  that  you  can  recall,  in  regard 
to  either  of  those  matters. 

Answer.  I  have  stated  all  that  I  reeolleet. 

The  judge  advocate  s.iid  that  he  had  no  further  quostlons  to  ask  the  witness. 
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Cro»s'-exammed  hy  Chief  Engineer  Stimm's. 

QueBtion  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  You  have  statecl  that  I  told  you  that 
the  Mouitoi'8  were  as  well  able  to  renew  the  fight,  after  some  slight  repairs  upon 
them,  aa  tbey  had  been  to  commence  it.  Did  I  state  that  as  an  established, 
generally  acknowledged  fact,  or  aii  my  individual  opinion* 

Answer,  He  did  not  state  which,  but  I  received  it  aa  his  opinion.  It  gave 
me  that  impreeaion.  I  thiuk  it  was  Iiis  individual  opinion,  for  I  think  he 
coupled  it  with  saying  that  he  had  examined  them.  I  will  not  he  positive  aa 
to  that  point. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  What  was  the  tone  and  manner  of  Mr. 
Stimers  in  the  conversation  as  to  which  you  have  testiiied  ? 

Answer.  It  was  that  of  a  gentleman  speaking  of  a  public  act  in  a  very  gene- 
ral way. 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Engineel-  Stimers  said  he  had  no  further  question  to 
ask  the  witness. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  understand  or  believe  that  Mr.  Stimers  in- 
tended porposely  to  cast  any  reflections  or  reproach  upon  the  conduct  and  man- 
ag'ement  of  Efear- Admiral  DuPont  in  the  remarks  occasionally  made  in  con- 
versation by  him,  while  oii  hoard  the  Arago,  i-elatiag  to  the  attack  on  Charles- 
ton, or  were  they  only  incidental  expressions  of  his  opinions  without  any  sinis- 
ter design  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  discover  any  sinister  design.  I  took  them  aa  hia  own  in- 
dividual opinions,  whatever  expressions  he  made  use  of.  I  did  not  take  it  aa 
reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of  Adhiiral  DuPont. 

The  court  had  no  further  qnestions  to  ask  the  witness. 

Direct,  examination  resumed  hy  the  judge  adnocate. 

Question.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  why 
the  Monitors  did  not  renew  the  attack  on  the  8th  oi  April  last  ? 

Answer.  He  did  n^t  say  why. 

Queatioa.  Did  he  not  say  that  Admiral  DaPont  had  given  an  order  not  to 
renew  the  attack  % 

Answer.  I  think  he  did — I  wiil  not  be  positive — for  I  had  understood  ho 
from  many. 

Question.  Did  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimea's  say  that  Eeai'-Admiral  DuPont 
had  given  the  order  not  to  renew  the  attack  without  consultation,  or  that  ho  had 
been  told  ao  by  one  of  the  commanders  engaged  in  the  attack,  or  words  to  that 
efl'ect  f 

Answer.  1  cannot  answer  that ;  I  was  told  that,  but  whether  by  Mr.  Stimers 
or  not  I  cannot  recollect ;  I  conversed  with  so  many  oa  the  subject. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  further  questions  to  put  to  the  witness,  and 
neither  the  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  nor  the  court  having  any  fnither 
(luestions,  the  witness  was  discharged  after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 

Frederick  Greautegieu  was  then  called  as  a  witness  by  the  judge  advocate 
who,  being  sworn  and  examined,  testified  as  follows: 
■    Question.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  is  your  occupation  1 

Answer,  My  name  is  Frederick  G-reautegiea;  and  T  am  purser  on  board  the 
steamer  Arago. 

Question.  Wei-e  you  attached  to  the  steamer  Arago  during  the  whole  time 
hetween  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  daya  of  April  last,  and  on  board  of  her? 

Answer.  I  was  attached  to  her,   and  was  on  board  of  her. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Alban  0.  Stimers,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  now  pi^sont;  if  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him?  ,  . 
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Answer.  I  do  know  liim ;  I  bncamo  acquainted  with  bim  when  lie  camo  on 
board  tlieArago  as  apasaeiiger,  shortly  after  the  attack  on  the  forts  at  CharlcBton? 

Question.  JDid  yon  have  any  coaveraation  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  while 
he  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago,  or  did  he  in  your  presence  make  any 
remai'ka  respecting  the  attack  onJ;he  forts  at  Charleston  On  the  7Dh  of  April  last? 
If  yea,  please  state  the  suhstance  of  any  conversation  which  yon  then  Imd  with 
him,  or  of  any  remarks  that  he  made  in  your  presence,  and  when  and  where 
such  conversation  occurred. 

Answer.  Mr.  Stimers  made  aome  remarks  at  the  dinner  table,  of  which  1  have 
rather  an  indistinct  recollection.  He  spoke  of  the  affair  ■at  Ghfirleston  and  the 
Monitors.  The  substance  of  the  conversation  was,  that  he  i-egi'Ctted  that  the 
attack  was  not  to  be  renewed,  as,  in  hia  opinion,  the  Monitora,  after  some  repairs, 
might  again  be  efficient.  Mr.  Stimers  tliought  tbeve  was  aome  prejudice  existing 
in  the  navy  against  the  Monitors.  Ho  furthermore  said  that  Admkal  DuPont 
had  at  first  intended  to  renew  the  attack,  but  after  receiving  the  reports  of  tha 
commanded  of  the  different  Monitors  had  concluded  not  to  renew  it.  He  spoke 
of  Admiral  DuPont  only  in  admiring  terms — spoke  of  him  and  the  navyoiSceis 
as  being  very  bi-ave,  but  rather  -prejudiced,  as  I  said  before,  against  the  Monitora. 
I  did  not  hear  hifti  say  that  he  had  been  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  commaodera 
of  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  that  the  attack  ought  to  bo 
renewed.  There  were  three  engineers  at  the  table,  and  he  spoke  of  the  attack 
in  a  profession iiV  way,  and  my  duties  frequently  calling  me  away  from  the  dinner 
table  lOHlyheardfragments  of  the  conversation.  I  have  no  diatinet  recollection 
of  anything  more.    ' 

QucBtion.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  while  on  board  the  Arago,  at 
any  time  saj'  in  your  presence  that  the  Monitora  were  in  as  good  condition  on 
Wednesday,  the  8tli  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some  slight 
repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  bad  been  to  commence  it  the  day  before,  or 
.  words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  him  say  so.  I  Lave  heard  him  aay  that  the  officers 
in  the  navy,  generally,  wero  priyudiced  against  the  Monitora,  but  he  did  not 
include  or  exclude  Rear-Admiral  DuPout  1  only  heard  him  personally  speak 
of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  in  the  highest  tei-ms.  I  really  conld  not  speak  of  any- 
thing clearly  beyond  what  I  have  stated. 

Question.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  while  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago, 
speak  of  being  identified  with  the  Monitors;  if  yea,  in  what  manner! 

Answer.  I  heard  Mr.  Stimers  say  that  being  identified  with  the  Monitors,  and 
convinced  of  their  efficiency,  he  would  defend  them  whenever  attacked;  that  he 
did  not  seek  any  newspaper  publicity,  but  would  defend  himself  if  attacked. 

Question.  What,  if  anything,  had  been  said  by  any  person  to  caU  forth  the 
remaik  of  Mr.  Stimers  wliich  yon  have  related  in  your  last  answer  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect;  I  was  repeatedly  called  away  from  the  table 
on  business. 

Question.  Who  was  present  at  the  table  where  this  conversation  of  Mr.  Stimers 
occurred  1 

Answer.  Chief  Engineer  Hughes,  Doctor  Fernandez,  and  myself,  all  three 
officers  of  the  Arago;  Mr.  Colwell,  Mr.-Ed.  Moss,  two  gentlemen  of  the  navy, 
one  named  Poor;  the  name  of  the  other  officer  of  the  navy  I  forget.  Mr.  Sfimers 
and  Mrs.  Stimers,  and  two  ladies  besides,  1  believe.  The  coaveraation  was 
generally  in  an  imdertone,  and  confined  to  the  three  engineers  and  the  officers 
of  the  ship.  There  were  several  other  tables  in  the  aame  room,  all  standing  in 
two  lines  the  whole  length  of  the  room. 

The  judge  advocate  said  jhe  had  no  farther  questions  to  ask  the  witness,  and 
neither  the  coimael  for  Chief  Engineer  St'mers  nor  the  court  having  any  ques- 
tions to  ask,  the  witness  was  diachai'ged  after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to 
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The  court  tliereupon  adjoumod  to  Muifttim  Saf^m-day,  Qie  Gl;li  day  oF  Jimo 
instaiii,,  at  10  o'dnck, 

U.  S.  Marike'  Bakhacks,  BIiooKLY^,  New  Yokk, 

Saturday,  June  6,  1863. 
TIio  court  met  purauaiit  to  the  atljournnient  of  yesterday.     Present;  All  the 
mcmbGrs  and  tlie  judge  advocate;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stiuiera  and  his 

Tlio  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved  correct. 

Tho  court  having  wiiited  in  session  until  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  and.  the  witneasca 
who  had  been  summoned  not  being  in  attendance,  and  there  being  no  further 
business,  the  coart  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday,  the  8tb  iiiat.ant,a.t  1 1  o'clock  a.m. 

Q.  S.  Marine  Barracks,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 

Monday.  June  8,  1863. 
The  court  met  pursuant  tc  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.     Present:  All  the 
memhera  and  the  judge  advocate.     The  judge'advocate  then  read  a  iufter  from 
the  accused,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy ; 

"GEMGEAt  Inspector's  OpFrcB  Irow-clad  Stc^mbr.'?, 

"  2S6  Canal  Street,  New  York,  Junv  8,  L8S3. 
"  Admiral  :  I  would  respectfully  state  to  the  court  that  I  am  too  ill  this 
morning  to  attend.     1  am  perfectly  willing,  however,  thai  it  should  proce8(i 
without  me  if  my  counsel  is  in  attendance. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

"ALBAN  C.  STIMERS, 
"  Chief  E-ngincir,  United  Slates  Navy. 
"F.  H.  Grggokv,  Rear-Admiral  U.  S.  Nany, 

"President  of  Court  of  Inquiry,  Marine  Barruchs,  Brooklyn,  N.  JT-" 

The  court  then  adjonrned  to  meet  on  Tnesday,  the  9th  day  of  Jnna  instant, 
at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

ij.  n.  Mai;hvi!  Barracks,  BaooKi.vw,  New  Yobk, 

Tuesday.  June  9,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjonmment  of  yestei'day.  Present;  All  the 
members  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  present,  the  acensed  and  his  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  by  the  judge  advocate  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Joseph  Col  well,  wbo,  being  sworn 
and  examined,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  yonr  profes- 
sion or  occupation? 

Answer.  My  name  is  Joseph  Colwell,  and  my  present  occnpalion  an  iron 
founder  in  New  York  city. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  yon  or  not  a  passenger  on  board  the 
steamship  Arago  on  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Eoyal,  8ontb  Carolina, 
in  the  month  of  April  last^  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  you  join  the  ship  and 
where  did  you  leave  her? 

Answer.  I  was  a  passenger  on  boai-d  of  that  ship  during  her  homeward  pas- 
sage, and  joined  her  at  Port  Royal  on  or  about  the  eleventh  day  of  April  last, 
and  touched  at  Fortress  Monroe;  I  left  the  ship  on  her  aiTival  at  New  York. 

Question  by  the  Judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  Alban  C.  8 timers,  a  chief 
engineer  in  the  United  States  navy  t  If  yea,  how  long  have  yoo  known  him, 
and  was  he  a  passenger  on  boai  d  the  steamship  Arago  at  the  time  you  have  last 
i-eferred  to  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  know  liim,  and  have  known  liim  aboul  one  year.  He  was  a. 
passenger  at  ihe  time  referred  to. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  tbe  time  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  was 
a  paasenger  on  board  the  steamship  Arago  at  the  time  to  which  you  have  referred, 
did  you  have  any  conversation  with  the  said  Stimers  relative  to  the  attack  made 
by  the  United  States  naval  forties  on  the  forts  and  batttariea  at  Charleston  harbor 
on  the  seventh  of  April  last  ?  If  yea,  please  state  the  substance  of  such  conver- 
sation as  nearly  as  you  can. 

Auswer.  We  were  all  on  board  talking  with  Mr.  Htimers  and  otliera  in  regard 
to  the  fight.  I  recollect  asking  him  about  the  fight,  and  how  the  Monitors  stood 
the  fire  of  the  batteries.  His  reply  was,  in  substance,  that  they  were  in  the 
fight,  and  were  hit  very  often,  and  were  but  very  little  damaged;  and  that  he 
sent  hi&  men  aboard,  and  ia  five  hours  ftfter  his  men  bad  them  in  good  condition ; 
and  that  after  the  repairs  they  were  ready  for  the  fight  agson. 

Question  by  -the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time  while  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago,  at  the  time  hereinbefore  referred 
to,  hear  him  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  attack  made'on  the 
forts  at  Charleston,  or  whether  the  iron-clads  had  had  a  fiiir  trial  in  that  fights 

Aoswer.  I  heard  him  remai-k  that  he  supposed  they  were  going  in  again  the 
next  day  afler  they  were  repaired;  and  I  think  the  purport  of  his  words  were, 
that  there  was  no  doubt  of  their  being  able  to  reduce  the  forts,  if  they  had  gone 
in  after  they  had  been  repaired. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time,  hear  Mr.  Stimers  say 
what  he  bad  been  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  commanders  of  the  irou-clads  en- 
gaged in  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last  at  Chai-lestou  1  If  yea,  stato  what 
he  then  said  oh  that  subject. 

Answer.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  words  of  Mr.  Stimers  on  that  subject,  but 
I  think  he  said  something  in  regard  to  some  of  the  captains  of  the  iroa-clad 
vessels;  I  think  he  said  some  of  them  were  against  the  irou-clads. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  or  not,  during  the  passage  afore- 
said, hear  Mr.  Stimers  say  that  he  had  been  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  iron-clad 
commanders  that  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  ought  to  h^ve  been  renewed,  or 
■words  to  that  efiect  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  heard  him  say  so ;  but  I  think  he  said  they  sup- 
posed they  were  going  to  renew  the  engagement;  but  I  could  not  say  that  he 
said  that  any  of  the  commanders  told  him  so.  I  heard  him  say  that  he  had 
supposed  that  certainly  the  iron-clads  were  going  to  renew  the  fight,  until  after 
the  meeting  or  consultation  of  commanders  after  the  engagement;  hut  I  cannot 
say  that  he.  said  he  had  been  told  so  by  any  one  of  the  commanders. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  nr  not  Mr.  Stimers  say  to  you,  or  in 
your  presence,  that  several  of  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clads  had  said 
to  him,  ov  in  his  presence,  anytliing  reR[jecting  tho  said  commanders  being  "hot 
for  renewing  the  engagement"^     If  yea,  please  statfl  what  he  then  said  ou  that 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  evor  made  any  remark  to  me  in  that  way;  but 
lie  may  have  said,  and  I  think  he  did,  that  some  of  the  captains  expected  to  go 
into  the  fight  the  next  day.  I  took  it  that  he  might  have  been  talking  with  some 
of  the  commanders  on  that  subject,  but  he  did  not  say  so. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  the  passage  aforesaid  did  Mr. 
Stimers  relate  to  you  anything  that  he  had  been  told  by  any  of  the  commanders 
of  the  iroii-clad  vessels  relative  to  the  attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  on  tiie 
7th  of  April  last^     If  yea,  state  what  he  then  told  you. 

Answer.  I  do  not.  recollect  that  he  told  me  anything  that  the  commanders 
had  told  him.     I  do  not  recollect  that  be  mentioned  them. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Mr,  Stimers,  duciiig  the  passage  afore- 
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aaid,  say  anytliiiig  to  you  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Monitors  to  renew  the 
attack  ?     If  yea,  what  did  he  say  1 

Answer.  He  talked  ou  that  subject.  I  aakerl  him  what  the  damages  were, 
and  then  he  commenced  explMning.  He  aaid  that  one  of  the  gtm-slidea  was 
somewhat  bent  from  a  shot  received  on  the  outside  of  the  turret ;  that  the  turret- 
ring  had,  from  a  shot,  jammed  up  against  the  turret  and  wedged  so  t^ht  aa  to 
prevent  its  tomiug.  There  was  another  ship — I  think  tlie  Nahant — which  he 
said  had  several  of  the  bolt-heads  broken  ofi'. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Mr.  Stimersornot  say  that  the  Monitora 
were  in  as  good  condition  ou  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had 
undergone  some  alight,  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  com- 
mence it  the  "  day  before,"  or  words  to  that  effect  f 
Answer.  He  did  aay  so.        '       , 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  Mr.  Stimers  say,' 
during  the  passage  aforesaid,  veepecting  the  ability  of  the  Moniturs  to  go  into 
Oharleaton  1 

Answer.  He  said  they  were  able  to  withatand  the  guns  of  the  forts,  or  batter 
them  down ;  or,  in  other  worda,  that  they  were  able  to  take  the  forts. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Mr.  Stimei's  say  why  the  Moni- 
tors did  not  take  the  forts  at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  laat  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  tell  me  why,  but  said  they  were  able  to  take  them.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  give  the  exact  words  of  Mr.  Stimers, 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Mr.  Stimers,  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  say  anything  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  respecting  the  trial  the 
Monitors  had  had  on  the  7th  day  of  April  last  t  If  yea,  what  did  he  say  on 
that  Bttbject  ? 

Answer.  The  subataace  of  his  remarks  was,  that  he  did  not  think  the  attack 
of  the  7th  of  April  was  a  fair  teat  of  the  Monitors ;  that  the  injuries  they  had 
received  did  not  warrant  their  withdrawal;  if  the  attack  had  been  renewed 
again,  they  would  have  had.  a  better  chance  to  show  what  thijy  were. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  during 
the  passage  aforesaid,  say  anything  relative  to  Kear-Admiral  DuPont  being 
prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  t     If  yea,  what  did. he  say? 

Answer.  I  think  I  heard  him  say  that  Eear-Admiral  DuPont  waa  prejudiced 
against  the  Monitors,  or  that  he  thought  that  he  was.  He  did  not  say  to  what 
extent  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  waa  prejudiced  against  the  Monitore.  It  waa  a 
mere  casaal  remark. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Ohief  Engineer  Stimers,  dnring 
the  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  yon,  or  in  your  presence,  that  Kear-Admiial 
DuPont  was  too  much  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  to  be  willing  to  give 
them  a  fair  trial,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  make  a  remark  of  that  kind. 
Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yOu  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers, 
during  the  passage  aforesaid.  Bay  anything  reapecling  the  professional  conduct 
of  Rear-Admiral  DnPoat  during  the  attack  of  the  7li  of  April  last,  or  re.-ipeet- 
ing  the  manner  in  whicli  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  performed  his  duties  diuing 
that  engagement  ?  . 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  recollect  that  I  asked  him  on  what  veaael  Rear- 
Admiral  DuPont  was  during  the  engagement,  aud  he  replied  on  board  the 
Ironsides. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  during 
the  passage  aforesaid,  in  your  presence,  criticise  or  condemn  the  failure  of  Rear- 
Admiral  DuPont  to  renew  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  laat  1  If  yea,  repeat 
his  language  aa  nearly  aa  you  can. 

Answer.  The  whole  purport  of  it  waa,  that  he  waa  disappointed,  as  he  ex- 
pected that  they  would  renew  the  fight  again  the  next  day.     He  was  surprised 
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tliat  tliey  did  not  renew  it,  ajid  was  surpriHotl  wlie<i  ho  .beard  they -had  con- 
clndcd  to  withdraw.  He  said  to  me,  during  tlie  passage,  that  he  had  hecn 
ea!!ed  on.  board-ilie  vessel  on  which  Admiral  DuPoiit  was — I  preaiime  the  flag- 
ship — to  hold  a  consultation  with  him.  This  was  at  the  dinner  table;  and  wo 
were  taiking  of  tie  fight.  We  were  all 'asking  him  questions  reE[)ectiiig  the 
fight,  as  we  were  all  anxious  to  know,  and  of  coarso  he  answered.  Ho  said 
that  he  had  sent  his  men  on  hoard  the  vaiioua  vessels  to  repair  them  very  early 
on  the  moming  after  the  fight,  and  then  he  went  on  hoam  the  admiral's  ship, 
and  reported  to  him  that  they  were  io  good  condition.  Of  course  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  talking,  but  I  cannot  now  tell  what  was  said. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  sit  at  the  same  table  with  Mr. 
Stimers  at  dinner  at  the  time  you  have  reiened  to  in  your  last  anuwer  7 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  the  failure  to  renew  the  attack  of  the 
7th  of  April  last  the  subject  of  frequent  conversatioa  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Stimers 
during  the  passage  aforesaid  t 

Answer.  It  was  not.  It  was  more  for  the  first  day  or  two.  Alter  that  the 
matter  cooled  off;  at  least  I  did. 

Question  by  the  judge-  advocate.  Have  you  at  any  time  been  engaged  io 
making  iron-clad  vessels,  or  did  you  build  any  of  the  iron-clada  which  were 
engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  on  the 
7thof  ApriHaat? 

Answer.  I  have  been  engaged  in  building  iron-clads,  and  one  of  them  waa  in 
tlie  attack  at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April  last. 

The  judge  advocate  then  said  he  had  no  further  queationa  to  a^k  thii  witnese. 

Cross- examined  by  the  accused. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Will  yon  please  stat*  what  waa  my 
general  tone  and  manner  when  speaking  of  the  attack  npon  Charleston,  and 
especially  when  speaking  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont,  whiJe  at  the  table  in  the 
cahin  of  the  Arago,  and. at  other  times  and  places  during  the  passage.? 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  anytliing  but  a  respectful  demeanor  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Stimers  toward  Admiral  DuPont.  I  never  saw  anything  that  looked  liko 
slurring  him  in  any  way  or  form. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Was  I  or  not  very  reserved  in  making 
any  remarks  concerning  the  fight  at  Charleston,  or  of  the  condition  of  the  ves- 
sels, and  were  or  wore  not  each  remarks  made,  in  each  instance,  as  replies  to 
questions  put  to  me  by.  various  persons  J 

Answer.  He  was  very  reserved  aboxrt  it.  In  fact,  I  do  not  know  as  I  got 
ajjy  remark  from  him  unless  in  rmjly  to  some  question. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  May  you  not  he  mistaken' in  your 
statement  fliat  you  heard,  or  think  yoii  heard,  me  say  that  Itear-Admiral 
DnPont  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  t  And  if  you  still  think  you  heard 
me  make  any  such  statement,  state  where,  in  particular,  such  remark  was 
made,  and  in  whose  presence. 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  where  it  was  made,  and  neither  am  I  so  certain  the 
remark  was  made,  hut  I  think  it  was.  We  were  all  talking  at  the  time.  There 
was  scarcely  a  man  on  boai'd  tlie  Ai-ago  who  was  not  discufising  iJuPont's 
management  of  the  battle,  and  they  universally  condemned  his  action  in  not 
going  into  the  fight  again.  From  that  fact  I  might  have  got  the  impression  that 
Mr.  t^timera  said  so,  while  we  were  all  warm. and  wci-e  all  talking  against  Du- 
Pont'B  management  of  the  battle,  and  some  one  else  might  have  smd  it,  and  i 
thought  it  was  Mr.  Stimers,  when  it  was  not;  I  am  not  positive. 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the 
witness.     The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  queationa,  aad  the  court 
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not  listing  any  to  ask,  llie  witness  was  dischayged,  after  Lis  teKtiuioay  had  been 
read  to  iiim 

The  court  then  rLcijourncd  to  meet  ou  Wednesday,  tie  teiil.l!  day  of  Jane 
iDBtar.t,  at  eleven  o'clock  of  the  forenoon  of  t!iat  day, 

U.  S.  Marine  Bargacks,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 

Wednesday/,  JunelO,  1863. 

The  court  met  pnrsuaut  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  PreBcnt :  All  the 
mcmbera  and  the  judge  advocate  ;  also  present,  the  accused  and  his  conusel. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  which  were  ap- 
proved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  ivituessi  (Jharlcs  C.  Fulton,  who,  being 
sworn  and  examined,  testified  as  follows  ; 

Question  by  the  jadge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  profes- 
sion or  occupation  t 

Answer.  My  name  is  Charles  C.  Fulton,  and  I  am  the  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Baltimore  American. 

Question  by  tho  judge  advocate.  Were  yon  or  wei-e  you  not  a  passenger  on 
board  the  steamship  Arago,  on  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Eoyal,  South 
Carolina,  during  the  month  of  April  lastl  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  you 
join  that  ship,  and  where  did  you  leave  her  f 

Answer,  I  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago  on  her  homeward  passage 
during  thsi  month  of  April  last.  I  joiDed  her  at  Charleston  bar,  and  left  her  at 
Fortress  Monroe  ;  I  jotaed  her  on  the  eleventh  of  April  last. 
■  Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yoii  know  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  of 
the  United  States  navy  1  If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him,  and  was  he 
a  passenger  on  hoard  the  Arago  at  the  time  you  have  referred  to  1 

Answer,  I  do  know  him,  and  have  known  him  since  tlie  fight  of  the  Monitor 
with  the  Merrimack,  in  March,  1862;  and  he  went  onboard  the  Arago  as  a 
passenger  at  the  time  I  did,  and  I  left  him  on  boai-d  when  I  left  the  ship. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  the  time  you'  were  a  passenger  on 
board  the  Arago,  as  you  have  said,  did. you  have  any  conversation  with 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers  respecting  the  failure  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  forts 
at  Charleston,  whiqji  had  been  made  by  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  the 
7th  day  of  April  last  ?     If  yea,  relate  such  conversation. 

Answer.  I  had  a  great  deal  of  conversation  with  Mr.  Stimere,  both  during 
the  passage  and  previously,  having  been  with  him  nearly  two  months,  and  it  is 
difficult  for  me  to  separate  the  conversations  which  were  before  we  went  on 
board  the  vessel  and  afterwards ;  they  were  all,  however,  strictly  private  con- 
versations, and  never  in  the  presence  of  a  third  party.  I  heard  Mr.  Stimers  say 
that  lie  visited  all  the  Monitors  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  of  April  last,  at 
.the  request  of  Admiral  DuPont,  taking  with  him  workmen  to  repair  the  dam- 
ages,he  having  some  thirty  or  forty  mechanics  under  his  charge  for  that  purpose; 
that  he  visited  all  the  vessels,  having  workmen  on  them  wherever  required, 
with  the  materials  for  repairing ;  that,  having  done  so,  at  one  o'clock  on  that 
day  he  proceeded  to  the  flag-ship  Ironsides,  and  reported  to  Admiral  DuPont 
that  the  vessels  were  all  in  a  condition  for  immediate  service ;  that  he  was  then 
told  by  the  admiral  that  he  had  determined  not  to  renew  the  attack ;  that  on 
his  leaving  the  various  vessels  they  were  all  anticipating  a  signal  to  prepare  to 
get  under  way  at  one  o'clock  of  that  day  to  renew  the  fight ;  that  he  heard 
nothing  of  an  intention  not  to  renew  the  fight  until  it  was  communicated  to  him 
by  Admiral  DuPont;  that,  thougli  he  had  no  direct  couvei'sation  with  the  com- 
manders of  the  Monitors,  there  was  every  indication  of  preparation  on  their  part 
to  renew  the  fight;  that  on  hia  return  from  the  Ironsides  to  the  Ericsson,  he 
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commutiicated  the  fact  to  soma  of  the  vessels  that  the  fight  was  not  to  be 
renewed,  which  created  great  surprise  amoug  the  junior  ofScers  of  those  vesi^els. 
He  made  no  mention  of  the  opinion  of  any  of  the  cniamandera  further  than  ibat 
Commander  Raymond  Rogers  had  told  him  that  the  admiral  Ijad  determined  to 
reneR'  the  fight,  bat  had  been  persuaded  not  to  renew  it  by  all  the  Monitor  cap- 
tains. I  heard  him  say  that  one  of  the  executive  officers,  but  I  do  not  remember 
the  vessel  or  officer,  told  him  that  he ,  felt  personally  disgi-ace'd  by  tlie  failure  to 
renew  the  fight,  and  he  desired  to  be  relieved  from  the  squadron  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  believed  Admird  DuPont  would  have 
renewed  the  fight  if  he  had  not  been  influenced  by  others,  '  These  conversations 
were  strictfy  private,  and  have  always  been  so  regarded  by  me.  .  These  state- 
ments have  never  been  published,  ■so  far  as  I  know,  at  least  from  me. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate;  During  tlie  time  you  were  a  passenger  on 
board  the  Arago,  at  the  time  to  which  you  have  referred,  did  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  sayto  you,  or  in  your  presence,  that  the  Monitors  were  In  as  good  cob- 
dition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone 
some  slight  repaii-s,  to  renew  the  fight,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
before,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  had  reported  them  to  the  admiral  before  one  o'clock 
on  the  8th  as  ready  for  immediate  service;  that  the  damages  had  all  been  re- 
paired. I  do  not  remember  that  he  said  that  they  were  in  as  good  condition  on 
the  day  after  the  fight  as  they  were  when  the  attack  commenced.  He,  however, 
considered  their  general  efficiency  as  unimpaired. 

Question  by  the  jtidge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  any- 
thing to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  respecting  thO' 
ability  of  the  Monitors  to  go  into  Chai-leatoji  in  spite  of  obstructions?  If  j-ea, 
what  did  he  say  on  that  subject  1 

Answer.  1  never  have  heard  him  say  that  he  believed  the  Monitors  could  enter 
Charleston  harbor,  though  he  did  say^to  me  that  tlie  attack  on  Sumter  was  not 
an  earnest  one — I  meau  of  the  7th  of  April  last — and  i  ke  Monitors  were  capable, 
in  his  opinion,  of  renewing  the  attack.  He  had  in  his  charge  the  Ericsson  rafts 
and  torpedoes,  which  were  intended  to  remove  the  obstructions  in  Ohaileston 
harbor,  and  had  great  faith  in  their  ability, to  remove  any  obstructions  inside  of 
Fort  Sumter.  He  freijuently  told  me  that,  in  his  opinion,  if  the  rafts  had  been 
used,  the  Monitors  could  have  reached  the  city.  He  expressed  disappointment 
and  chagrin  at  the  unwiilingaess  of  Admiral  DuPont  and  the  fleet  authorities  to 
examine  the  rafts  and  torpedoes,  or  to  listen  to  him  when  he  attempted  to  ex- 
plain theii'  use.  He,  however,  never  expressed  confidence  in  the  ability  of  tlie 
Monitors,  without  the  aid  of  the  rafts,  to  ancceed  in  entering  the  harbor  of 
Charleston. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any 
time  duiing  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  anything  to  you,  or  in  your  presence, 
respecting  Admiral  DuPont  being  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  1  If  yea,  what 
did  he  say  on  that  subject? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  said  anything  to  me  about  Admiral  DuPont 
being  prejudiced ;  but  he,  however,  intimated  to  me  that  thei-e  was  prejudice  ex- 
isting on  the  part  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet.  He  frequently  said  he 
thought  Admiral  DuPont  would  have  renewed  the  attadc,  if  it  had  not  beea  for 
the  influence  on  him  of  those  who  were  prejudiced. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any 
time  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  anything 
respecting  tlie  fairness  of  the  trial  which  the  Monitors  had  had  in  the  attack  of 
the  7th  of  April  last?     Kyea,  what  did  he  say  on  that  point? 

Answer.  All  that  he  said  to.me,or  in  my  presence,  on  that  point,  (and  he 
never  conversed  with  me  except  privately  in  relation  to  the  attack,}  was,  that 
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ha  liatS  reported  to  tlic  admiral  tliat  tiie  defensive  powers  of  tlie  Monitors  were 
but  aligLtiy  impaired,  and  the  offensive  powers  unimpaired. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate;  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimera,  at  any  time 
during  the  p^sage  aforesaid,  say  to  you  why  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  Apiil 
last  was  not  renewed  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  Commander  Raymond  Rogers  informed  him  that 
the  commanders  of  all  the  iron-clads  visited  the  admiral  on  the  night  of  the  7th 
of  April  last,  at  which  time  the  admiral  had  determined  to  renew  the  attack  at 
one  o'chick  the  next  day ;  that  on  heai'ing  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the 
Monitors,  he  had  retired,  without  expressing  any  change  in  his  determination 
to  renew  the  fight  the  next  morning ;  that  on  rising  on  the  morning  of  the  8tli 
he  announced  his  determination  not  to  renew  the  fight. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any  time 
during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  you,  or  in  youe  presence,  that  he  had  been 
told,  by  one  or  more  of  the  commandere  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the 
attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last,  that  the  said  irou-clad  vesaeli!  were  in  fit  condi- 
tion to  renew  it,  and  that  the  attack  of  that  day  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or 
■words  to  that  effect  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  be  never  s^d  that  the  commanders,  or  any  of  them,  ex- 
pressed any  opiiiioa  to  bim  on  the  subject  after  the  i^ecision  of  the  admiral  was 
made  known;  that  previous  to  that  he  visited  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  vesBels, 
and  heard  no  opposition  to  ils  renewal  from  any  of  the  commanders.  He  said 
the  men  and  petty  officers  were  all  anxious  to  renew  the  fight,  so  far  as  be 
observed.     He  said  the  commanders  wei-e  silent  on  the  subject  to  bim. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any  time 
during  the  passage  aforesaid,  in  your  presence,  criticise  or  condemn  the  conduct 
of  Bear- Admiral  DuPont  in  failing  to  renew  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last 
on  the  forts  of  Charleston  1     If  yea,  repeat  what  he  then  said. 

Answer.  I  do  not  tliink  on  board  the  Avago  we  had  had  any  further  conver- 
sation which  would  have  a  bearing  on  the  question  further  than  that  I  have 
ali-eady  given.  It  was  his  opinion  the  Monitors  were  capable  of  much  heavier 
work  than  tbej-  bad  performed. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any  time 
during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  you,  or  in  yoar  presence,  that  the  attack  of 
the  7th  of  April  last  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  He  said  to  me,  if  Admiral  Gregory  had  been  there,  he  thought  the 
fight  would  not  have  stopped  on  the  first  day.  He  did  not  directly  criticise  the 
condiiot  of  Admiral  DuPout,  but  regarded  others  as  infiueaciiig  him  against  his 
own  better  judgment. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  there  any  other  correspondents  of  the 
public  press  who  were  passengers  on  board  the  Arago,  at  the  time  you  have 
referred  to,  except  yourself?    If  yea,  please  name  such  persons. 

Answer.  Tliere  were  eight  or  ten  members  who  were  passengers  on  board  the 
Arago,  but  none  of  them  were  present  at  the  converaationa  between  Mr.  Stimers 
and  myself.  One  was  Mr,  Coffin,  of  the  Boston  Journal ;  Mr.  Winder,  of  the 
New  York  Times.     I  do  not  i-eco!leet  the  names  of  any  others. 

The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  farther  questions  to  ask  the  witness. 

Cross-examined  hy  the  accused. 

Question  hy  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  Was  I  or  not  reserved  in  Tay  tone  and 
manner  when  speaking  of  the  attack  upon  Charleston,  or  of  the  eoiiduet  and 
character  of  Admii'al  DuPont,  when  conversing  with  you  or  with  the  other  passsn- 
gers  on  board  the  Arago ;  or  was  I  talkative,  pushing  my  views  forwai'd  in  a  loud, 
obti'usive  manner,  such  as  you  would  infer  from  reading  the  second  specification 
of  the  charges  which  have  been  made  against  me  by  Admiral  DuPontl-,  , 
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Answer.  His  couversatioa  witli  me  waa  always  alone  and  always  in  an  un- 
dertone, and  when  any  other  persona  were  present  he  would  always  change  the 
subject.  He  avoided  all  conversation  with  others,  and  told  me  he  went  into  his 
slate-room  to  avoid  being  questioned. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  SHid  he  had  no  further  questions  to  aak  the  witness, 
and  the  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask,  and  the  court, 
not  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged  after  his  testimony  had  been  read 
to  him. 

The  court  then  adjoumed,  to  meet  ou  Thursday,  the  11th  day  of  June  instant, 
at  11  o'clock  a,  m. 

Umted  States  Mabisve  Barracks, 
Brooklyn,  Nev]  York,  Thursday,  June  11,  1863. 

The  court  met  pui-suant  to  the  adjournment  of  yestei'day.  Present,  all  the 
memhsrs  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present,  the  accused  aud  his  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  court  was  here  cleared  to  consider  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  yester- 
day, and  the  evidence  published  in  The  New  York  Times  and  The  Sun  of 
to-day,  contrary  to  the  directions  of  the  court,  the  court'  being  informed  that 
such  report  was  furnished  to  the  said  papers  from  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of 
the  witness  furnished  by  the  accused.  The  court  here  called  upon  the  accused 
to  make  a  statement  in  relation  to  the  matter.  The  accused  stated  that  he  fur- 
nished a  copy  of  Mr.  FultOTi's  testimony  to  Mr.  Fulton;  that  he  had  asked  of 
the  president  of  the  court  liberty  to  publish  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  hut 
had  been  i-ofused;  that  at  the  time  he  furnished  Mr.  Eulton  with  a  copy  of  his 
testimony,  he  said  to  him,  if  he  published  the  same  it  must  be  on  his  own 
responsibility. 

The  court  here  directed  the  judge  advocate  to  enter  upon  the  records  its  dis- 
approval of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Stimers  in  furnishing  a  copy  of  the  evidence 
referred  to  to  Mr.  Fulton ;  and  the  court  direct  that  the  accused  shall  furnish 
no  minutes  to  any  one  for  publication,  hereafter,  until  the  testimony  in  the  case 
be  concluded. 

Upon  the  above  being  read  in  open  court,  Mr.  Stimers  being  present,  that 
officer  requested  that  it  might  be  entered  on  the  minutes  that  he  regretted  that 
anything  in  his  conduct  had  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  tlie  court,  for  whom, 
as  a  body,  and  for  each  of  whom,  individually,  he  had  the  highest  respect ;  and 
he  bega  leave  to  assure  them  that  hereafter  they  shall  have  no  cause  for  finding 
fault  with  him.     The  court  ordered  the  foregoing  to  be  entered  on  the  record. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Oaptaiu  John  L.  Worden,  of  the 
United  States  navy,  who,  being  sworn  and  examined,  testified  as  follows: 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  is  your  rank 
in  the  navy  % 

Answer.  My  name  is  John  L.  Worden,  and  I  am  a  captain  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  engaged  in  the  attack  made  on 
the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on  the  7th  day  of  AprU, 
1863?     If  yea,  to  what  vessel,  if  any,  were  you  then  attached^ 

Answer.  I  was  engaged  in  the  attack  made  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1863,  and  I  was  in  command  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer 
Montauk. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Who  at  that  time  was  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  aud  who  was  then  commander 
of  the  naval  forces  which  made  the  said  attack? 

Answer.  Eear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont  was  the  commander  of  the  South 
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Atlantic  tlocka/ling  s((Tiadroii,  and  he  Iiad  command  of  the  fleet  which  made  the 
attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  of 
the  United  States  navy  "i     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him  t 

Answer.  I  do  know  him,  and  have  known  him  foe  about  two  years. 

Qneetion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  or  not,  ever  state  to  Mr,  Stimers 
tliat  the  iron-c!ad  veseeU  engaged  in  making  the  attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston 
on  the  7th  of  April  last,  1863,  wei-e  in  fit  condition  to  renew  the  attack,  or 
words  to  that  effect^ 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  said  anything  of  the  kind..  I  know  that  my  vessel 
was  in  a  condition  to  have  renewed  the  attack,  but  I  never  made  that  statement 
to  Mr.  Stimers,  that  I  recollect. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Alban 
C.  Stimers,  or  in  his  presence,  that  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels 
were,  after  the  attack  aforesaid,  "  hot  for  renewing  the  eugagement,"  or  words 
to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors,  or  iron-clad  ves- 
sels, in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they 
had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to 
commence  it  the  day  before? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  condition  of  the  other  vessels  from 
my  own  observation.  It  was  reported  by  the  coramanciers  of  some  of  them  that 
their  vessels  were  very  considerably  damaged,  some  of  their  guns  disabled,  and 
the  nnpresaion  left  upon  my  mind  was  that  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  re- 
new the  attack  on  the  next  day.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that,  with  the  bat- 
tering they  had  received,  they  could  not  have  been  in  as  good  condition  after 
the  repairs  to  resist  shot  as  they  were  before  they  went  into  the  engagement — 
that  none  of  them  were  in  as  good  condition.  Every  shot  received  by  a  vessel 
of  that  description  must  weaken  it  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  render 
it  less  capable  of  resisting  shot.  I  will  say  that  I  went  on  board  the  Wee- 
hawken  for  a  few  moments,  in  a  day  or  two  after  the  flght.  I  did  not  examine 
her  very  critically.  She  had  received  a  shot  on  the  side  armor  on  the  upper 
works,  which  had  penetrated  and  broken  the  five  thicknesses  of  iron,  leaving  the 
wooden  backing  baie,  and  also  a  shot  which  had  penetrated  the  armor  of  the 
deck,  and  broken  tlirough  the  wood  partially ;  and  the  jacket  of  her  smoke-stack 
had  been  penetrated  by  a  shot,  I  mean  by  the  jacket  the  impregnable  part  of 
the  smoke-stack.  That  was  all  the^injory  that  she  had  received;  that  I  saidi 
she  had  received  various  other  shots  which  had  affected  her  armor,  but  nothing,, 
so  decisive  as  those  I  have  mentioned. 

Question  hy  the  judge  advocate.  Had  the  injuries  of  the  Weehawken,  which' 
you  have  enumerated,  been  repaired  at  the  time  you  were  on  board  of  her  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocfrte.  Was  or  not  the  attack  made  on  the  forts, 
and  batteries  at  Charleston,  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  an  earnest  one  1 

Answer.  Very  decidedly,  I  should  say. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  or  not,  in  your  opinion,  the  Monitors- 
have  gone  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either- 
on  the  7th  day  of  April  last,  or  on  the  followiug  day,  had  the  attack  been  re- 
newed 1 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State,  if  you  know,  any  reasons  why  the' 
attack  of  the  7th  of  AprO,  1863,  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  should  not  have  beeni 
renewed  on  the  Sth  of  April,  1863. 

Answer.  I  am  and  was  of  the  opinion  that  a  renewal  of  the  attack  on  the  8th: 
would  have  been  likely  to  have  resulted  in  a  very  serious  disaster/  to^rth&.kojtlp 
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clads.  After  feeling  tlie  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  on  thn  7tb  of  April  last,  and 
after  looking  at  the  obatractione,  which  were  of  a  very  foiToidable  character,  I 
thought,  if  we  had  attempted  to  break  through  the  obstvtietions  and  gotten  the 
propellera  of  the  ships  involved  in  the  network  which  we  were  well  advised 
was  there,  and  which  we  stood  a  good  chance  of  doing,  they  would  have  become 
unmanageable,  and,  iii  all  probability,  so  injured  by  the  torpedoes  that  they 
would  hate  sunken  in  theharhor,  or  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands;  and  I 
did  not  think  that  the  risk  of  such  a  disaster  was  justifiable  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  rebel  iron-clads  were  lying  behind  the  obstructions,  and  any 
vessel  of  our  forces  being  disabled  would  have  been  exposed  to  them,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  they  wei-e  lying  there  for  that  purpose. 

Question  by  the  judge  ailvoeate.  Was  or  not  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  too  much 
prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  to  he  williag  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  on  the  7tli 
of  April  last;  oi'  did  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  say  or  do  anything  which  led  yon 
to  think  he  was  prejudiced  agwnst  the  Monitors  'i  If  yea,  relate  what  he  then 
said  or  did  that  led  you  to  think  bim  prejudiced  against  them. 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  objected  to  the  question  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons  : 

"First.  That  no  witness  has  yet  stated  that  Ohief  Engineer- Stimers  ever  said 
that  Hear- Admiral  DuPont  was  too  much  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  to  be 
■willing  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  on  the  7th  of  April  last ;  and 

"  Second,  That  the  question  calls  for  information  from  the  witness  aa  to  the 
state  of  Admiral  DuPont'e  mind;  that  such  an  inquiry  is  not  propec  The  only 
proper  way  of  proving  whether  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  was  prejudiced  or  not 
being  to  prove  what  he  said  and  did." 

The  coui-t  was  then  cleared  for  consultation,  and  the  judge  advocate  withdrew 
the  first  part  of  his  question,  leaving  the  question  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Has  or  not  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  done  or 
said  anything  which  led  yon  to  think  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  on 
the  7th  of  April  last  1  If  yea,  relate  what  he  then  said  or  did  which  led  yon 
to  think  him  prejudiced  against  them. 

The  court  decided  the  question  as  it  now  stands  should  be  answered  by  the 
witness,  and  the  court  was  thereupon  opened. 

Answer.  He  has  never  said  or  done  anything  to  lead  me  to  think  that  he  was 
prejudiced  against  them. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Wei-e  or  not  the  various  commanders  of  the 
iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last  called  together 
on  board  the  Ironside*  on  the  &th  of  April  iaat  by  Admiral  DuPont,  for  any 
purpose  t     If  yea,  for  what  purpose! 

Answer.  They  were  not,  to  my  knowledge. 

The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness. 

Cross-examined  hy  Chief  Engineer  StiTners. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Ton  have  stated  that  upon  the  armor 
of  the  Weehawken  a  shot  had  penetrated  through  al!  the  five  one-inch  plates  and 
torn  them  o£F,  exposing  the  wooden  backing.  Will  yon  please  state  whether 
you  observed  particularly  whether  more  than  one  shot  had  struck  so  near  this" 
torn  place  as  to  have  had  an  effect  upon  it,  and  will  you  explain  how  near  the 
top  of  the  vessel  this  shot  or  shots  sti-uck,  and  whether,  in  your  opinion,  another 
shot  striking  the  same  place  would  have  penetrated  the  vessel ! 

Answer.  I  supposed  it  to  be  the  effect  of  only  one  shot,  without  examining  it 
critically.  It  struck  near  the  fop  of  the  plating  on  the  side  aimor  near  the  deck. 
I  do  not  think  another  shot  striking  the  same  place  would  have  broken  through 
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into  tlie  vessel.     It  would  probably  have  penetrated  swiEoieiitly  to  liave  torn,  off 
the  deck  plating  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Question  by  Obief  Engineer  Stimera.  Was  there  an  infornial  meeting  of  the 
eommandera  of  the  iron-dad  vessels  ia  the  admiral's  cahin  on  board  the  Iron- 
sides on  the  evening  of  the  fight  on  the  7th  of  April  lastt  If  yea,  did  said 
commanders  report  verbally  to  the  admiral  the  general  eoaclitioa  of  the  several 

Answer.  There  was  no  meeting  of  the  commanders  of  the  iron-elacis  in  a 
body.  I  went  on  board  the  Ironsides  myself  to  report  the  condition  of  my  ship, 
and  I  think  I  met  some  of  the  other  commanders  of  the  iron-clads  who  were 
there  for  the  same  purpose.  This  was  on  the  evening  of  the  7tli  of  April,  1863. 
I  reported  to  the  admiral  the  general  condition  of  my  vessel.  I  do  not  know 
in  regard  to  the  other  commanders. 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  having  no  further  qnestions  to  ask 
the  witness,  and  the  judge  advocate  not  having  any  further  qnestioi^  tu  ask, 
and  the  court  not  having  any,  the  ivitness  was  discharged,  after  his  evidence  had 
been  read  to  him. 

The  court  having  no  further  business,  adjowned  to  meet  on  Friday,  the  IStb 
day  of  Juee  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m. 

U.  S.  Marine  Eargacks,  Brooklyn,  N.  T., 

Friday,  June  12,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present,  all  the 
members  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  the 
accused,  and  his  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  produced  as  witness  Edward  Mars,  who,  being  duly 
sworn  aud  examined,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  what  your  occu- 
pation ? 

Answer.  My  name  is  Edward  Mars,  and  I  am  a  coppersmith;  also  an  engi- 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamer 
Arago  on  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  in  tlie  month 
of  April  last?  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  you  join  that  ship,  and  where  did 
you  leave  her? 

Aaswer.  I  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago.  I  joined  her  oa  her  home- 
ward passage  at  Hilton  Head,  and  left  her  on.  her  arrival  at  New  York. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Alban  0.  Stimers,  a  chief  en- 
gineer in  the  United  Slates  navy  1  If  yea,  how  long  have  yon  known  him ;  and 
was  he  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago  at  the  time  referred  to! 

Answer.  I  do  know  him,  and  have  known  him  personally  about  two  years. 
He  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago  at  the  time  referred  to. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  have  any  conversation  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimei-s  respecting  the 
failure  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  harbor,  made  on  the  7th 
of  April,  1863  ?  If  yea,  state  any  conversation  that  you  may  then  have  had 
•  with  him  on  that  subject. 

Answer.  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  in  i-elation  to  the  attack  od  the  forts, 
and  merely  asked  him  his  opinion,  and  he  said  that  he  did  not  know  anything 
about  it,  bnt  when  they  went  into  the  action  they  were  in  good  condition  (the 
Monitors)  for  that  service,  I  asked  him,  if  they  were  in  that  condition,  why 
they  did  not  renew  the  attack  the  next  day.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know. 
That  is  about  the  amount  of  the  conversation  that  I  had  with  him.     I  asked  him 
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a  few  other  qneations  m  relation  to  tLe  matter,  aiid  lie  appeared  as  if  he  did  not 
wish  to  speai  ahout  it  at  all. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you,  or  not,  seated  at  tlie  aamo  table 
with  Chief  Engineer  Stimets  when  at  dinner,  while  on  board  the  Arago  at  the 
time  aforesaid  ? 

Answer.  I  sat  at  the  same  table,  opposite  to  Mr.  Stimers. 
Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did,  or  not.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any 
time  during  tiie  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  you,  or  in  your  presence  or  hearing, 
that  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of 
April,  1863,  after  they  had  nadergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack, 
as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day  before,  or  words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  so. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  du- 
ring the  passage  aforesaid,  say  whether  the  Monitors  could  go  into  Charleston 
harbor  t 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  espresB  that  opinion. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  the  attach  of  the  Tth  of  April 
last  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  the  passage  aforesaid,  did  you,  at 
any  time,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  make  any  remarks  respecting  the  re- 
newal of  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last,  other  than  you  have  already  stated; 
01  did  you  Lear  him,  during  that  passage,  say  anything  respecting  tlie  condition 
of  the  Monitors,  other  than  you  have  already  stated? 

Answer.  I  merely  heard  him  say,  in  his  opinion  they  could  be  put  in  as 
good  order  again  in  a  few  days  as  they  were  before  they  went  into  the  action. 
That  is  about  the  whole  that  I  heard  him  say.  J  spoke  to  him  two  or  three 
times  professionally  about  the  Monitors,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  great  faith 
in  them  for  attacking  laud  batteries.  In  speaking  of  the  machinery  he.  said  the 
machinery  was  put  up  in  the  most  workmanlike  manner. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  heai 
■Chief  Engineer  Stimer^  say  anything  respecting  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  being 
prejudiced  against  the  Monitors?    If  yea,  what  did  he  say! 

Answer.  He  never  did,  in  my  hearing. 

Question  by  ^the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  du- 
ring the  passage  aforesaid,  say  anything  respecting  Rear-Admiral  DuPout?  If 
yea,  what  did  he  say  of  him,  or  his  failure  to  renew  the  attack  t 

Answer.  I  heard  him  say  nothing. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  du- 
ring the  passage  aforesaid,  say  that  he  had  been  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  that  the  attack  of  that  day  ought 
to  have  been  renewed? 

Answer.  I  heard  him  say  that  he  understood  that  it  was  to  be  renewed.  That 
is  all  that  I  heard  him  say.  I  did  not  hear  him  Say  who  told  him  it  was  to  be 
renewed. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  he  had  been  told  by  any  of  the 
commanders  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  that  they,  the  said  commanders,  after 
the  attack  aforesaid,  were  "  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  words  to  that 
effect? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  du- 
ring the  passRge  aforesaid,  say  why  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  on  the 
foils  at  Charleston  was  not  renewed '(    If  yea,  what  did  he  say  1 
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'.  I  did  not  hear  him  say.  I  aated  him  if  he  knew  the  reason,  and  he 
Baid  he  did  not.  He  said  nothing  more  to  me  ahont  it  at  any  time,  nor  anytliiug 
that  I  heard. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  TJid  yon,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  have 
any  ftirther  conversation  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  or  did  he  say  anything 
while  in  your  presence,  respecting  any  of  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  specifica- 
tions and  charges  of  Eear- Admiral  DuPont^  It' yea,  state  fully  all  he  then  said 
to  you,  or  in  your  hetiring. 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  or  express  any  opinion  respecting  any  of  the 
Biattera  inquired  of,  except  what  I  have  already  stated. 

The  judge  advocate  stud  he  had  no  fm-tlier  questions  to  ask  the  witness;  and 
neither  Chief  Engineer  8timers  nor  the  court  naving  any,  the  witness  waa  dis- 
charged after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 

The  court  thereupon  adjoui-ned  to  meet  on  Saturday,  the  thiitccnth  day  of 
June  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m. 

United  States  Marine  Babracks, 

Brooklyn,  New  York,  Saturday,  June  13,  1863. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday. 
Present,  all  the  members  and  the  judge  advocate  ;  also  present,  the  accused 
and  his  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  to  tho  court  and  appi-oved  as  correct. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Captain  Perceval  Drayton,  of 

the  United  States  navy,  who,  being  sworn  and  examined,  testified  aa  follows : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  is  your  rank 
in  the  navy  ? 

Answer.  My  name  is  Percival  Drayton,  and  I  am  a  captain  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  present  at  the  attack  made  by 
the  United  States  naval  forces  on  tho  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor, 
on  the  seventh  of  April  last  1  If  yea,  to  what  ship  or  vessel  were  you  then 
attached  t 

Answer.  I  was  then  present,  and  had  the  command  of  the  iron-clad  Passaie. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Alban  C.  Stimers,  a  chief 
engineer  in  the  United  States  navy  ?     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him  % 

Answer.  I  do  know  him,  and  have  known  him  about  six  months. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mers that  the  attack  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor,  made  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1863,  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or  worde  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mers that  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  making  the  attack  aforesaid  were  in 
a  fit  condition  to  i-enew  it,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer,  No. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mers, or  in  hia  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clad' 
vessels  after  tlie  attack  afoi-esaid  were  "hot  tor  renewing  the  engagement,"  or 
words  to  that  effect ! 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors  or  iron-clad  ves- 
sels in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  eighth  day  of  April,  1863,  after 
they  had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been 
to  commence  it  the  day  before  1 

Answer.  They  were  very  far  indeed  from  it. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  the  Monitors,  either  on  the  7th  day  ■ 
of  April,  1863,  have  gone  into   Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and 
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obstructions,  or  on  Wedneaday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  Lad  the  attack 
been  renewed  1 

Answev.  I  tliink  not;  certainly  not  in  my  opinion. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Have  you  ever  heard  Rear-Admiral  Samuel 
F.  DuPont  say,  or  has  he  to  yonr  tuowledge  ever  done,  anything  to  lead  you 
to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  on  the  'i'th  day  of  April, 
1363? 

Answer.  No  ;  nothing  to  show  that  he  was  pi-cjudiced  against  them.  I  do 
not  think  he  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  them.  He  could  not  have  had  a  very 
high  opinion  after  my  reports  to  himself  and  to  the  Navy  Department,  as  well 
as  those  of  other  captains,  before  the  fight. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  or  not  the  attack  made  on  the  forts 
and  batteries  at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  an  earnest  one  1 

Answer.  Thoroughly. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  the  iron-elad  Passaic,  of  which  you 
had  conuaand,  receive  any,  and  if  so,  what,  injuries  during  the  attack  of  tlie 
seventh  of  April,  aforesaid  1 

Answer.  She  did  receive  many  injuries.  The  three  principal  were  the  disa- 
bling of  the  Xl-inch  gun  by  a  shot  on  the  tmret,  which  bulged  in  the  tai-ret  and 
jammed  the  carriage  in  such  a  way  that  it  took  nearly  twenty-four  hom'S  to 
get  it  in  a  condition  to  work ;  another  shot  broke  off  a  piece  or  the  ring  under 
the  turret  which  was  caught  in  some  of  the  machinery  a^d  stopped  the  turret 
for  some  time,  and  caused  it  to  work  badly  for  some  time  after ;  a  third  shot 
mashed  in  the  pilot-hOuse  and  forced  up  the  cover  gome  three  inches,  ao  as  to 
lay  open  the  inside  to  shot,  and  rendered  the  position  of  those  who  were  man- 
aging the  ship,  one  of  considerable  exposure,  as  they  were  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent uncovered.  There  were  a  number  of  other  ahota  received  on  the  turret, 
side  ai-mor,  and  other  parts  of  the  vessel,  hut  these  were  the  only  three  that 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  why  the  attack  of  the  7th  of 
April,  1863,  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  was  not  renewed? 

Answer.  I  have  undei'stood  because  the  vessels  weie  not  considered  in  a 
proper  condition  to  renew  it. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time  after  the  engagement 
of  the  7th  of  April  aforesaid  make  a  report  to  Rear-Admii-al  DuPout  of  the 
condition  of  yoiu  vessel?     If  yea,  when  did  yon  make  such  report] 

Answer.  I  made  a  verbal  one  in  his  presence  on  the  evening  of  the  engage- 
ment, and  a  written  one  a  day  or  two  after. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  ever  hear  Admiral  DuPont  say 
anything,  or  have  you  observed  him  do  anything,  which  led  you  to  infer  that 
he  was  unwilling  to  give  the  Monitors  a  fair  trial  in  the  attack  upon  Charles- 
ton? 

Anawcr.  Never;  quite  the  contrary. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  anything  further  respecting 
the  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Itear-Admiral  DuPout  against  Chief  En- 
■  gineer  Stimera?  If  yea,  state  the  same  as  fully  as  though  you  had  been  par- 
ticularly interrogated  thereto. 

Answer.  1  did  not  hear  any  of  the  remarks  said  to  have  been  made  by  Mr. 
Stimei'S  on  board  the  Arago,  and  I  think  of  nothing  fiirther  to  state. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  from  any- 
thing said  or  done  by  Rear-Admiral  DnPont  that  the  failure  of  Eear-Admiral 
DuPont  to  renew  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  on  the  forts  at  Charles- 
ton, was  owing  to  any  prejudice  on  his  part  against  the  Monitors? 

Answer.  No  ;  1  have  not. 

The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask. 
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Cross-examined  hy  the  accused. 

QTiestion  hj  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  From  ■what  direction  would  a  shot 
have  necessarily  come  to  have  entered  the  pilot-house  of  the  Passaic  after  the 
cover  had  been  raised  three  inches  on  cue  side,  aa  you  have  described? 

Answer.  A  shot  nearly  horiaontal,  I  thiak,  would  have  knocked  the  cover 
off,  and  I  think  it  would  have  entered.  It  might  have  gone  in  pieces,  and  it 
might  have  entered  whole.  If  the  shot  had  straclt  from  above  it  would  have 
knocked  it  down.   I  mean  nearly  horizontal  with  the  cover. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask,  and  the 
judge  advocate  said  he  had  not  any  further  questions  to  ask,  and  tlie  court  not 
having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged,  after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  to  the  court  a  letter  from  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

"Navv  Department,  June  9,  1863. 
"  Sir  :  On  and  after  the  15th  instant  the  court  of  inquiiy  of  which  yon  are 
president  will,  unless  its  investigations  be  sooner  concluded,  sit  in  the  room  pro- 
vided for  conrtfi-raarttai  at  the  navy  yard,  New  York. 
"  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  GIDEON  WELLES, 

"Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
"  ficar- Admiral  F,  H.  Gre<50RY, 

"  President  Naoal  Conrt  of  Inquiry,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Naval  Lyceum,  navy  yard, 
New  Toi'k,  on  Monday,  the  16th  day  of  June  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a,  m. 

Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yabd,  New  York, 

Monday,  June  15,  1863. 

The  court  mot  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  the  13th  instant. 

Present,  all  the  members  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer 
Stimera  and  his  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  Saturday,  the  13th  instant,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that  several  of  the  witnesses  named 
on  his  list  were  at  this  time,  as  he  waa  informed,  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
court,  to  wit,  on  duty  in  the  Sonth  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  and  Chief 
Engineer  Stimei-s  stated  to  the  court  that  he  desired  to  have  the  testimony  of 
certain  witnesses  taken  also  at  a  distance  from  the  coUrt,  to  wit,  on  duty  in  the 
South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron.  The  coart  thereupon,  hy  and  with  the 
consent  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  and  the  judge  advocate,  directed  that  the 
testimony  of  those  witnesses  be  taken  on  inteiTogatories  and  cross-interrogato- 
ries on  the  terms  contained  In  a  stipulation  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy; 

"It  is,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  judge  advocate  and  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  ordered  by  the  court  that  the  case  of  Chief  Engineer  Albau  0.  Stimers 
stand  adjourned  for  a  reasonable  time,  on  the  following  terms,  that  is  to  say  ; 
that  Bear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DaPont,  Commodore  Thomas  Turner,  Captmn 
John  Rodgers,  Commodore  Daniel  Ammen,  Commodore  Donald  McN.  Fairfax, 
Commodore  John  Dowries,  Commodore  Alexander  A.  8.  Poor,  all  of  the  Untied 
States  navy,  and  Brigadier  General  George  H.  Gordon,  of  the  United  States 
armyj  0.  Rhind,  assistant  surgeon,  George  D.Sloeum,  acting  a-^sistant  paymas- 
ter, may  be  examined  on  interrogatories  to  be  propounded  on  the  pait  of  the 
judge  advocate  and  transmitted  by  him,  throngh  the  Navy  Department,  to  fheii- 
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proper  destination ;  a  copy  of  audi  interrogatories  to  be  served  on  E.  M.  Stongli- 
ton,  esq ,  of  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimcrs,  within  five  days  from  the  date 
hereof,  with  leave  to  the  said  counsel  to  propound  croBs-interrogatories — a  copy 
of  said  eroBS-interrogatovies  to  be  served  on  the  judge  advocate  witliiu  ten  days 
ftom  the  date  hereof — to  each  of  said  witnesses,  if  he  desires  to  do  so ;  which 
said  cross- interrogatories  shall  accompany  the  direct  interrogatories,  on  both  of 
which,  direct  and  cr<Ms-iuterrogatories,  each  of  the  witnesses  shall  be  examined 
on  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing.  Also,  that  the  said  Alban  C.  Stimers  shall 
have  leave  to  examine  on  interrogatoiies — a  copy  of  wbicb  interrogatories  shall 
be  furnished  to  the  judge  advocate  within  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof — First 
Assistant  Engineers  B.  B.  H.  Whai-ton  and  F.  J.  Loveiing,  Acting  Fii'St  Assist- 
ant Engineer  J.  F.  Young,  Second  Assistant  Engineers  George  L.  Eraraona  and 
Geoi^e  H.  White,  all  of  the  United  States  navy,  with  the  right  on  the  part  of 
the  judge  advocate  to  propound  cross-interrogatories  to  the  witnesses  last  named 
and  referred  to,  to  accompany  the  direct  interrogatories  of  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mers ;  on  both  of  which,  cross  as  well  as  direct  interrogatories,  the  said  witneaaes 
ahall  be  examined,  in  wi-iting,  on  oath  or  affirmation.  Also,  that  in  all  cases  a 
copy  of  the  cross-interrogatoriea  shall  be  served,  witliin  ten  days  after  the  service 
of  the  direct  interrogatories,  on  the  said  judge  advocate  and  the  aaid  E.  M. 
Stoughton,  esq.,  respectively.  Also,  tliat  the  examination  of  the  witneaaes,  as 
well  on  behalf  of  the  government  as  of  the  said  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  must 
be  taken  before  some  commissioned  officer  of  the  United  States  navy,  or  of  the 
United  States  army,  to  be  named  by  the  Navy  Department;  it  being  expressly 
understood  that  a  commissioned  officer  of  the  navy  or  the  army,  who  has  been 
or  is  to  be  himself  examined  as  a  witness  in  this  case,  is  not  to  take  the  exami- 
nation of  any  of  tlie  witnesses  hereinbefore  named  or  referred  to, 

"That  the  said  judge  advocate  and  the  counsel  for  the  said  Chief  Engineer 
Slimers,  respectively,  shall,  notwithstanding  anything  herein  contained,  have 
the  right  to  object,  on  the  further  heai-ing  of  this  case,  to  any  of  the  direct  or 
cross-inteii'OgatorieB  that  may  be  propounded  by  the  other  of  them  to  any  of 
the  witnesses  hereinbefore  named,  and  also  to  any  of  the  answers  that  may  be 
made  or  given  thereto  by  any  of  the  witnesses  who  may  be  examined  under 
this  order.  That  the  examination  of  each  of  the  witnesses  shall  be  diligently 
taken  and  i-etumed,  and  that  each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  read  the  testi- 
mony of  the  other  given  by  the  said  witnesses,  or  any  of  them,  before  the  same 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  court ;  and  that  each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  pnt 
in  evidence  any  testimony  given  hy  the  witnesses  of  the  other  party,  and  to 
read  to  the  court  the  interrogatories  in  answer  to  which  any  testimony  may  be 
given  by  the  witness  or  the  witnesses  examined  by  either  party.  It  is  also  or- 
dered that  a  copy  of  this  order  be  incorporated  in  the  record  of  the  proceedings 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  July, 
1863,  at  11  o'clock  of  the  forenoon  of  that  day. 

Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 

Tuesday,  July  7,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  June  15,  1S63. 

Present,  all  the  member's  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  pi-esent.  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  and  his  counsel. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  stated  to  the  cocrt  that  he  could  not  probably  be  in 
attendance  at  its  next  session,  hut  that  he  was  willing  and  consented  that  the 
proceedings  ahonid  go  on  in  his  absence  if  his  counsel,  Charles  H.  Glover,  esq,, 
should  be  present. 

The  depositions  of  the  witnesses  for  which  the  court  adjourned  on  the  l.'ith 
ultimo  not  having  been  returned,  and  there  being  no  further  busiiiesa,  tlie  court 
adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday,  the  9th  day  of  July,  1863,  at  11  o'clock  of  the 
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Naval  Lyceum,  Navv  rAiin,  New  York:, 

Thursday,  July  9,  1863. 

Tho  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjouminent  of  the  7th  of  July  instant.  Pres 
eat,  all  the  tnenibers  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  present,  OhaileB  H.  Glorer, 
esq.,  counsel  for  Chief  Eogineer  Stimers. 

The  proeeediiiga  of  the  last  session  were  read,  and  the  judge  advocate  then 
called  as  a  witness  Luis  Fernandez,  who,  heing  duly  sworn,  testified  an  follows : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  profes- 
sion or  occupation? 

Ariswev.  My  name  is  Luis  Fernandez,  and  I  am  a  surgeon  on  hoard  the  steam- 
ship Arago. 

Question  hy  the  jndge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  of  the 
United  States  navy  ?     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  tnown  him  1 

Answer.  I  do  kuow  him  ;  and  I  was  first  introduced  to  him  in  the  month  of 
April  last,  during  the  trip  of  the  Ara^o  home  from  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina. 

Question  by  the  jadge  advocate.  Were  you  a  passenger  on  board  tho  steam- 
ship Arago  OQ  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  in  the 
month  of  April  last  %  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  you  join  that  ship,  and  whgre 
did  you  leave  her? 

Answer,  I  was  attached  to  that  ship,  and  acting  as  surgeon  on  hoai'd  of  her 
during  the  passage  refen'ed  to.  I  joined  her  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  am  still 
attached  to  her.  I  was  on  board  of  the  Arago  during  the  whole  of  the  passage 
referred  to  in  the  interrogatory. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  a  pas- 
senger on  board  the  Arago  during  the  whole  passage  referred  to  in  the  last 
interrogatory  ? 

Answer.  He  wap,  dm-ing  the  whole  passage.  He  came  on  hoai-d  at  Charleston 
bar,  and  left  the  steamer  at  New  York. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  the  time  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  was" 
a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago,  during  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Eoyal, 
South  Carolina,  to  New  York  city,  in  the  month  of  April  last,  did  you  have  any 
conversation  with  the  said  Stimei-s  relative  to  the  attack  made  hy  the  United 
States  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harhor  on  the  7th 
day  of  April,  1863  1     If  yea,  you  will  please  relate  such  conversation. 

Answer.  I  did  not  Lave  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Stimers.  The  conversa- 
tion referred  to  was  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  the  Arago  and  two  naval 
officers,  one  of  whom  was  surgeon  of  the  Keokuk.  The  conversation  referred 
to  was  addressed  directly  to  the  two  engineers,  Mr.  Mars  and  Mr.  Oolwell,  sitting 
also  at  the  table.  I  heai'd  in  that  conversation  the  following  statement :  Mr. 
Stimers  said  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Admiral  DuPont,  he  had  visited 
each  one  of  the  Monitors  after  the  fi.ring  had  ceased,  with  instructions  to  exam- 
ine their  condition  ;  that  he  had  done  so.  and  had  reported  to  the  admiral  that, 
in  his  professional  opinion  as  an  engineer,  each  one  of  the  Monitoi-s  was  in  a  fit 
condition  to  renew  the  attack  the  neXt  day ;  that  the  damages  which  ea«h  one 
Lad  suffered  were  trivial.  I  heard  him  also  say  that  he  had  advised  the  use  of 
the  torpedo-exploders  on  boai-d  the  Ericsson.  I  do  not  mean  to  so.y  that  he 
Ksed  that  expression,  but  I  understood  him  to  refer  to  torpedoes  to  blow  iip  ob- 
structions. In  that  conversation  I  did  not  hear  him  say  that  the  commanders  of 
the  Monitors  were  willing  to  renew  the  engagement. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time,  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  he  was  told  by  one  or  more  of 
the  commanders  of  the  iroo-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  tlie  forts 
and  batteries  in  Chai-leaton  harhor  on  the  7tii  April,  1863,  "  that  tlie  attack  of 
that  day  ought  to  have  been  renewed,"  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  /---  i    . 
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Question  by  the  juflge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time,  during  tlie  passage 
aforesaid,  lieav  Cliief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  he  had  been  tnld  by  one  or  more 
of  the  commaaders  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  that  the  said  iron-clad  vessels 
"were  in  a  fit  condition  to  renew  the  attack"  above  referred  to,  or  words  to  th^t 
effect  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate:  Did  yon  at  any  time,  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  seveml  of  the  commanders  of  the 
said  iron-elad  vessels  Lad  said  to  him,  or  iu  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  they, 
the  said  commanders,  were  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  words  to  that 
effect? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Queslion  by  the  judge  advocate.  "What,  if  anything,  did  you  hear  Chief  En- 
gineer Stimers  say,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  respecting  the  failure  of  Rear- 
Admira]  DoPotit  to  renew  the  attack  of  April  7,  1863,  miide  upon  the  forts  and 
batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  anything  in  regard  to  it,  not  having  bad  any 
conversation  with  him  in  reference  to  the  attack  on  Ohai-Ieston  at  any  time. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time,  during  the  passage 
aftreaaid,  heai-  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  "that  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good 
condition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  ailer  they  had  undergone 
some  slight  lepairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  tiiey  had  hecn  to  commence  it  the 
day  before,"  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  1  did  hear  him  make  that  statement. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Where  on  hoard  the  Arago  did  he  make  such 
statement  as  you  have  last  referred  to  t 

Answer.  He  made  that  statement  at  the  table,  while  at  dinner,  in  conversa- 
tion with  two  othei-  engineers,  Mr.  Mars  and  Mr.  Colwell. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time,  during  the  passage 
aforesaid;  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  anything  respecting  the  Monitors 
being  able  to  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obsti'uctions  ? 
If  yea,  what  did  he  then  say  on  that  subject? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  make  any  assertion  to  that  effect. 

Qu^tion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time,  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  Eear-Admii-al  DuPont  was  too 
much  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  to  be  willing  to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  or 
words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  did  not  hear  bim  say  anything  about  his  being  pre- 
judiced. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at 
any  time  dining  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  whether  the  Monitors  had  had  a  fair 
trial  on  the  attack  made  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  on 
the  7th  day  of  April,  1863 1 

Answer.  I  heard  him,  in  the  conversation  refen-ed  to,  say  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Monitore  bad  not  bad  a  fair  trial. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  you  hear  Chief  En- 
gineer Stimers,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  respecting  Eear-Admiral 
DuPont  or  his  conduct  during  the  attack  aforesaid,  or  his  failure  to  renew  it  1 
State  all  yon  heard  him  say  respecting  Eear-Admiral  DuPont. 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  make  any  allusion  to  Admiral  DuPont,  to  his 
conduct  during  the  attack  on  Obaileston,  or  his  ffulure  to  renew  it ;  I  did  not 
hear  him  say  anything  in  reference  to  itear- Admiral  DuPont. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing  relating  to  the  specifications  of  charges  read  to  you  herein  1  If  yea,  state 
all  of  the  same  as  fully  as  if  yon  were  particularly  interrogated  thej-eto, 


:b,Goot^lc 


ARMORED   VESSELS.  141 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or  thing,  except  what  I  have 
stated. 

The  jndge  advocate  having  no  further  questions,  and  neither  the  counael  for 
Chief  Engineer  Stimera.nor  the  court  having  any,  the  testimony  was  read  over 
to  the  witness,  and  approved  as  correct,  and  the  witness  discharged. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Arthai  Haghea,  who,  being  duly 
ewora,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  "WTiat  is  your  name,  and  what  your  profes- 
sion or  occupation  ? 

Answer.  My  name  is  Arthur  Haghes,  and  I  am  chief  engineer  on  boai'd  the 
steamship  Arago. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Alban  C. 
Stimers,  of  the  United  States  navy?  If  yea.  how  long  have  you  Itnown  him  J 

Anawer.  I  do  know  him,  and  made  his  acquaintance  on  his  passage  home,  in 
the  Arago,  from.Port  Eoyal,  South  Carolina,  ia  the  mouth  of  April  last,  He 
joined  the  ship  at  Charleston  bar. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  you  hear  Chief  En- 
gineer Stimers,  during  the  voyage  aforesaid,  say  respecting  the  attack,  made  on 
the  forts  ani  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7ch  day  of  April  last  ? 

Anawer.  I  do  not  recollect  all  that  he  said;  and  the  conversation  being  gene- 
ral, I  should  prefer  to  be  asked  questions. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  dur- 
ing the  passage  aforesaid,  say  that  he  was  to!d  by  one  or  more  of  the  command- 
ers of  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries 
ia  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  "  that  the  attack  of  that 
day  ought  to  have  been  renewed,"  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  X  did  not  hear  him  aay  that  one  or  more  of  the  commanders  had 
said  so,  to  my  beat  recollection ;  but  I  did  hear  him  say  that  the  attack  was  dia- 
continned  after  the  report  of  the  commanders. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  at 
any  time  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  gay  that  one  or  more  of  the  commanders 
of  said  iron-clad  vessels  had  stated  to  him  "  that  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  were 
in  a  fit  condition  to  renew  the  attack,"  or  words  to  that  effect  1 

Anawer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  stated  so. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  di'I  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  eay  that  any  of  the  commanders  of  the  sand  iron  clal  ve  '*els  had  said 
to  him,  or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  respecling  their  be  ng  h  t  to  renew  the 
engagement"  after  the  said  attack  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  fetched  the  eommandeis  in  personally  at 
all  in  his  discourse.  What  I  wish  to  impress  is  that  Mr  btimci'i  coming  from 
the  action,  or  seeing  it,  every  one  was  aniions  to  qneation  him  some  of  which 
questions  he  answered,  and  others  he  was  reserved  in 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  dming  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  respecting  the  condition  of  the  Moni- 
tors to  renew  the  attack  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1S63,  after  they  had  under- 
gone some  slight  repairs  1 

Answer.  I  think  he  sdd  that  after  some  slight  repairs  they  would  have  been 
ill  a  condition  to  commence  the  action  again. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  during 
the  passage  aforesaid,  say  that  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  condition  on 
Wednesday,  the  Sth  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some  slight 
repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  aa  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day  before, 
or  words  to  that  effect? 
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Answer.  'S.k  inigLt  liave  usei  words  to  that  effect,  but  not  uaiag  tlio  words 
"in  as  good  condition,"  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  respecting  the  Mouitora  being  able  to 
go  into  Ohai-lesl.ou  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  recuUeet  Uiat  he  said  so,  but  said  they  refused  to  use  the 
"  devil,"  I  believe,  as  it  was  called,  to  remove  the  obstructions.  I  mean  the 
"  devil,"  with  everything  attttched  to  it. 

Question  by  the  jwdge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say 
anything  respecting  Eear-Admiral  DuPont'a  being  prejudiced  against  theMoni- 
toTsI    a  yea,  what  did  he  say  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  tbat  Eear-Admiral  DuPont  waa  prejudiced 
against  the  Monitors ;  I  did  not  Iiear  iim  say  anything  about  Eear-Admiral  Du- 
Pont but  what  was  v  ery  respectful. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at 
any  time  during  the  passage  aforesmd,  say  whether  the  Monitors  had  had  a 
fair  trial  in  the  attack  eibresaid  t 

Answei-,  I  do  not  i-ecollect  that  he  said  they  had  not  had  a  fiur  trial,  but  the 
impression  that  he  gave  me  from  the  tenor  of  his  discourse  was  that  he  thought 
they  might  have  stood  a  great  deal  more ;  in  other  words,  he  was  disappointed 
ia  the  attack ;  I  mean  in  the  length  of  the  attack,  or  its  not  being  continued  or 


Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  during  the  passnge  aforesaid,  say  respecting  the  failure  to  renew  the 
attack  aforesaid;  or  as  to  the  reason  why  JEtear-Admiral  DuPont  did  not 
renew  it  1 

Answer.  The  reason  that  he  assigned  was,  that  after  the  commanders  had  a 
consultation  with  the  admiral  it  was  postponed.  That  was  all  that  he  said  that 
I  know  of  in  reference  to  the  officers. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  criticise  or  condemn  the  professional 
conduct  of  Eear-Admiral  DuPont  in  the  attack  aforesaid  1  If  yea,  state  what 
language  he  then  made  use  of. 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing  in  i-elfttion  to  the  specifications  of  charges  read  to  you  herein?  If  yea, 
state  the  same  particularly. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  anything  ftirther  that  is  not  embodied  in  my 
answers. 

The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  ftirther  ([uestions,  and  neither  the  counsel 
for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  nor  the  court  having  any,  the  testimony  was  then 
read  to  the  witness  and  pronounced  correct. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  court  thereupon  adjourned,  to  meet  on 
Triday,  the  lOih  instant,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 

Friday,  July  10,  1863. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present,  all  the 
members  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  and  his 
counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read,  in  the  presence  of  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  and  approved  as  correct. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  court  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday,  the 
13th  day  of  July,  1863,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 
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Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Tahd,  New  York, 

Monday,  July  13,  1863. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  July  10,  1863.     Present,  all 
the  members  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stimere  and 
Ilia  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  July  10  instant  ■were  read,  and  there  being  no  fiirther 
business,  the  court  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  day  of  July, 
1363,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

.    Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 

Wednesday,  July  15,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  July  13  instant.  Present, 
all  the  membei's  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers 
and  hi  a  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Commander  Daniel  Ammen,  of 
the  United  States  navy,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
the  navy  ? 

Answer.  My  name  is  Daniel  Ammen,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  Chief  Engineer  Alban  0. 
Stimers,  of  tlte  United  States  navy  J    If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him] 

Answer.  I  have  known  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  perhaps  a  year,  more  or  less, 
on  board  the  Merrimack.  I  have  served  with  him  also  about  six  montliB  on 
board  the  Eoanoke. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Wore  yon  or  not  present  at  an  attack 
made  by  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston 
harbor.  South  Carolina,  in  the  month  of  AprQlast?  If  yea,  to  what  vessel  or 
sliip  were  you  then  attached,  and  in  what  capacity,  and  did  the  vessel  to  which 
you  were  attached  take  part  in  the  said  attack  ? 

Answer.  I  waa  present,  and  commanded  tlie  iron-clad  Patapsco,  and  the 
Patapseo  took  part  in  that  engagement. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  over  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Alban 
0.  Stimers  that  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor, 
made  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  ought  to  have  he«n  renewed,  or  words  to 
that  effect  1 

Answer,  I  did  not ;  I  saw  him  only  a  moment,  near  midnight,  on  the  day  of 
the  attack,  since  that  event. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimera 
that  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  said  attack  were  in  a  St  condition  to 
renew  it,  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  think  no  conversation  passed  between  us  except  simply 
a  salutation,  I  had  reported  at  half  past  eight  p.  m.,  of  the  7th  of  April,  that 
the  Patapsco  was  ready  for  work,  although  the  smoke-stack  waa  much  dam- 
aged, and  I  feared  the  recurrence  of  disabilities  aueh  as  we  had  had  during  the 
engagement. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  or  not  say  to  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  said  iron-clad 
vessels  were,  after  the  attack  aforesaid,  "  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or 
words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Moniters  in  as  good  condi- 
tion on  Wednesday,  tlie  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some 
slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had.  been  to  commcnco  it  the  day 
before? 
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Answer.  I  can  only  answer  in  regard  to  tlie  Patapsco,  not  liaviag  visited  the 
others.  As  stated  before,  I  reported  her  ready  for  action  at  half  past  eight  in 
the  eveiiing  of  the  7th  day  of  April  last,  although  ceitainly  not  in  as  good  cop- 
ditioQ,  as  iJie  heavy  part  of  the  enioke-etaek  was  very  much  damaged  by  five 
or  six  heavy  shots  from  the  enemy.  I  considered,  however,  placing  chains 
around  as  capable  of  auppiying  the  want  of  forty  bolts  more  or  less  broken  by 
the  projectiles  of  the  enemy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could,  in  your  opinion,  the  Monitors  have 
gone  into  Obarleston  harbor  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either 
on  the  7  th  day  of  April  last,  or  on  the  Sth  of  said  April,  had  the  attack  been 
renewed  1 

Answer,  I  thought  so  previons  to  the  engagement;  seeing,  however,  the  dis- 
abilities of  the  vessels,  more  particularly  the  one  undei'  my  command,  the  force 
of  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  extraordinary  projectiles  and  increased  charges  of 
powder,  I  was,  af.er  our  experience  of  the  7tli  of  April,  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  force  was  entirely  inadequate  to  the  end.  On  the  fifth  discharge  the  rifle 
gun  of  the  Patapsco  was  disabled  by  the  canying  away  of  the  tbrward  cap 
square  bolts,  aiid  the  subsequent  necessity  of  nearly  doubling  the  steam  to 
move  the  turret.  At  that  time  the  Patapsco  was  on  an  obstmetion  nearly 
between  the  two  forts,  Sumter  and  Monltrie,  and  receiving  a  fire  from  them  and 
other  TVorkB,  which  could  not  but,  in  the  end,  have  disabled  her. 

Question  by  die  judge  advocate.  Did  yon,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9th 
day  of  April,  1863,  hear  Eear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  he  do 
anything,  to  lead  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or 
that  he  was  unwilling  from  prejudice  to  give  them  a  fair  trial? 

Answer.  Eeai-- Admiral  UuPonthas  stated  to  me,  or  in  my  pi-esence,  that  he 
feai-ed  the  aggressive  powers  of  the  Monitors,  owing  to  slowness  of  fire  and 
other  causes,  such  as  sighting  the  guna  in  the  tncrets,  would  prove  less  formi- 
dable than  supposed.  He  has  stated  nothing  to  me  or  before  me  which  would 
lead  me  to  suppose  that  he  was  what  I  would  regard  prejndiced  in  regard  to 
the  subject,  although  I  differed  with  him,  particularly  before  I  had  expe- 
rienced the  want  of  effect  of  our  fire,  and  the  effect  of  the  fire  irom  the  heavy 
batteries,  with,  as  I  supposed,  increased  charges,  delivered  by  the  enemy.  I 
think  my  answer  covers  the  whole  question. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  aforesaid 
attack  made  on  the  liirta  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor?  Was  it  an  earn- 
est one  or  otherwise? 

Answer.  Tlie  atbick,  as  I  considered  it,  was  an  attempt.to  get  into  position, 
and 'the  efiect  of  the  enemy's  fire  and  the  disabilities  of  our  batteries,  with  few 
guns,  of  such  a  nature  that  I  would  have  regarded  a  serious  attempt  to  reduce 
die  works  as  ilkely  to  lead  to  a  disaster  and  with  little  hope  of  success. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  How  frequently  was  the  Patapsco  struck 
by  the  enemy's  shot  or  shell  during  the  said  attack  of  April  7,  1863? 

Answer.  1  tliink  fifty-one  tiraea,  including  the  logs  laid  over,  her  berth-deck 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  it  from  shells. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  How  was  the  Patapsco  injured  or  disabled 
in  said  attack  except  as  you  have  stated  ? 

Answei'.  There  was  no  injury  that  would  uot  have  to  be  considerably  multi- 
plied to  lead  to  her  disability  except  that  already  stated  in  the  eourae  of  my 


Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing,  relating  to  the  chaises  or  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Eear- Admiral 
DuPont  against  Chief  Engineer  Stimers?  If  yea,  state  the  same  as  fully  as  if 
particularly  interrogated  thereto. 

Answer.  Thefe  is  nothing  further  that  I  know  of  that  has  not  been  embodied 
in  my  testimony. 
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Question  hy  Oiiief  Eagineei'  Stimera.  Why  was  it  necessary  to  nearly  double 
tlie  steain  to  turn  tlie  turret,  aa  you  have  atated  in  your  evidence  ? 

Aiiawev.  1  regarded  it  aa  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  heavy  projec- 
tiles having  atruck  the  turret  about  that  time.  The  turret  was  struck  twenty- 
one  timea ;  within  the  apace  of  five  minutes,  perhaps,  fifteen  or  more  heavy 
shota  atruck  the  turret.  I  observed  about  this  time  that  when  I  wished  to  turn 
the  turret  it  was  necessary  to  run  up  the  steam  to  30  pounds  or  more.  I  did 
not  find  any  special  ahota  which  appeared  to  make  the  turning  of  the  turret 
difficult  or  impossible. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimeia  Did  you  obseive  m  youi  cxammation 
of  the  truret  after  the  battle,  that  any  of  tht,  deep  mdeutiition'*  upjn  it  weie 
near  the  bottom — aay  withiu  a  foot  of  the  bottom? 

Answer.  There  was  one  about  that  distance,  it  m.ij  have  been  half  a  foot 
more  from  the  bottom ;  I  thmk  nearly  three  inches  m  depth  but  I  legaided  the 
general  efiect  of  tlie  mass  of  metal  thiown  against  the  tuiiet  a^  the  nime  of 
requiring  a  greater  amount  of  steam 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  furtlicr  q^nestuus  and  neither  thp  couit  nor 
Chief  Engineer  Stimera  having  any  tlip  witness  was  diPthaiged  after  his  testi 
mony  had  been  read  to  him. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  th\t  theie  weiu  no  oilier  witne^ises  m 
the  case  in  the  vicinity  of  the  court,  and  that  the  depoiitions  of  the  witnesses 
to  which  interrogations  had  been  forwarded  lu  accoidaace  with  the  order  en 
tered  herein  on  the  15th  day  of  Juni  last  hid  not  retumed  Chief  Engineer 
Stimera  here  stated  that  he  consented  that  the  court  Bhould  adjoutn  to  meet 
when  the  president  of  the  court  should  call  the  same  togethei  again  and  that 
notice  of  the  time  when  the  court  shall  u«xt  issemblr  shall  be  given  to  Chief 
Engiiieer  Stimera.  It  being  uneertam  when  the  depositions  in  the  cTse  might 
return,  the  court  adjourned  to  meet  igain  when  notified  to  that  effect  by  the 
president  of  tlie  court. 

Saval  LvciBUM,  Navy  Yard,  New  Yokk, 

Thwsday,  Ocioher  1,  1863.    • 
Tiie  court  met,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  the  last  meeting,  at  tlie  call, 
of  the  president,     Present,  all  the  members  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  Chief 
Engineer  Stimera  and  his  counsel. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  to  the  court  letters,  of  which  the  following  are 
copies  : 

"New  York,  August  30.  1863. 
"  Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  coui't  of  inquiiy  on  Chief  Engineer 
A.  C.  Stimers,  having  examined  all  the  witnesses  present,  adjourned  on  the  8th 
of  July,  forwarding  to  the  department  interrogatories  for  other  witnesses  at  the 
south,  to  which  no  answers  have  been  returned.  I  would  now  respectfully  re- 
quest inatructiona  as  to  the  course  most  proper  to  be  taken  by  the  court  under 
these  circumstances. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
"F.  H.  GREGORY, 
"  Hear- Admiral,  Presidetit. 
"Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Naoy,  Washington." 
H.  Ex;.  Doc.  69 10 
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"Navy  Departmbnt, 
"  WasMngldn,  September  1,  1863. 
"Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  30th  ultinio  lias  been  received.     The  interrogatories 
to  which  yon  refer  were  traiiBmittcd  by  the  department  to  Admiral  Dahlgren  on 
the  8th  of  July,  and  have  not  yet  been  returned. 

"  It  wi]l  he  for  the  court  to  decide,  after  eommunicatiog  on  the  subject  with 
the  officer  whose  conduct  is  the  subject  of  inquiry,  whether  it  is  actuaUy  neces- 
sary or  not  to  await  the  answers  to  the  interrogatories. 
"I  ajn,  re.tpeclfully, 

"G.  V.  FOX, 
"Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
"Eear^Admiral  P.  H.  Gregoby,  "U.  S.  N., 

-New  York." 

The  president  of  the  court  then  stated  that  the  interrogatories  and  cross-inter- 
rogatories which  had  been  forwarded  to  witnesses  at  the  south  had  not  been  re- 
turned. The  court  thereupon  decided,  upon  the  request  of  the  judge  advocate, 
that,  without  waiting  further  for  the  return  of  said  interrogatories,  tlie  judge 
advocate  should  summons  any  witnesses  named  in  the  list  furnished  by  the  gov- 
ernment who  may  be  now  within  i-eaeh  of  the  court.  The  judge  advocate  then 
called  as  a  witness  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the  United  States  navy,  who  being 
sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  what  your  rank  in 
the  navy  ? 

Answer.  My  name  is  John  Sodgers,  and  I  am  a  captain  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  linow  Albau  C.  Stimera,  a  chief 
engineer  in  the  United  States  navy  T     If  yea,  how  long  Imve  you  known  him  1 

Answer.  I  met  him  first,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  last  winter,  in  New  York,  when 
the  Weehawken  was  fitting  out 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  or  not  present  at  an  attack  made 
by  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charlestou  har- 
bor. South  Carolina,  on  the  7th  of  April  iasti  If  yea,  to  what  vessel  were 
yon  then  attached,  and  in  what  capacity,  and  did  the  vessel  to  which  you  were 
attached  take  part  in  the  said  engagement  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  said  attack,  and  commanded  the  Monitor  Weehaw- 
ken, which  Kiok  part  in  said  engagement. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  e 
that  the  attaek  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  on 
have  been  renewed,"  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Ghief  Engineer 
Stimers  that  the  ii'on-dad  vessels  engaged  in  making  the  aforesaid  attack  "  were 
in  a  fit  conditioa  to  renew  the  said  attack, ".or  words  to  that  eSect  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did,  I  may  have  said  to  Mr.  Stimers  that  the  Weehawken 
was  ready,  or  in  a  fit  condition,  ia  renew  the  attack,  which  was  my  opinion 
when  I  came  out  of  action.  I  do  not  recollect  saying  so  to  Mr.  Stimers.  I 
recollect  expressing  such  an  opinion,  and  Mi-.  Stimers  may  have  heard  it,  or  I 
may  have  said  it  directly  to  him.     I  afterwards  changed  my  opinion. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  eversay  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimers, 
or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commandei-s  of  the  said  ii-on-clad  vessels 
were,  after  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last,  "hot  for  renewing  the  engage- 
ment," or  words  to  that  efiecE  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question  hy  the  judge  advocate.  Did  the  Weehawken,  during  the  said  socage- 
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merit  ni'  the  7th  of  Apri),  1863,  receiye  any,  and  what,  itijurioa  from  the  rebel 
forts  and  batteries  1 

Answer,  She  did  receive  certain  injtiries.  The  side  armor  in  one  spot  waa 
beaten  off,  exposing  the  wood.  It  was  where  eeYeral  shots  had  struck  almost 
immediately  in  the  same  place.  The  turret  had  been  stopped  with  twenty-flva 
pounds  of  steam;  upon  raising  tlie  steam  to  thirty  pounds  it  turned  again,  and 
seemed  to  work  satisfactorily.  Actually  it  did  hang  a  little,  but  I  would  not 
have  hesitated  to  go  inti)  action  with  it  again.  The  material  injury,  leaving  out 
minor  ones,  was  that  a  shot,  striking  the  case  of  the  turret,  had  broken  the  ring 
on  the  inside  of  that  base,  upon  whieli  the  gun-slide  i-ested,  leaving  me  in  douht 
whether  the  gun-slide  would  not  give  way  in  case  of  using  the  guns.  I  have 
left  out  minor  things.  There  was  a  small  hole  through  the  deck  in  the  coal- 
bunkers.  This  did  not  materially  injure  the  ship  for  our  purposes.  A  shot 
struck  the  base  of  the  pilot-house,  broke  the  brass  ring,  and  interfered  with  the 
turning  of  the  turret  to  some  extent,  but,  as.  I  have  said  before,  after  using  a 
little  more  ateam  it  started  again. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors,  on  Wednesday, 
the  Sth  day  of  Apnl,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  in  as 
good  condition  to  renew  the  attack  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
before  ?     If  nay,  state  why  not. 

Answer.  I  tiiiuk  not.  In  the  Weehawken,  of  which  I  have  personal  knowl- 
edge, I  have  a  very  strong  conviction  the  band  on  the  inside  of  the  turret,  and 
which  supported  the  gun-slide,  and  whicb  wan  the  material  damage,  was  not 
repaired  the  nest  day.  The  side  armor  was  not  repaired,  and  the  hole  in 
the  deck  was  not  i-epaired.  In  regard  to  the  other  ships  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge. 

Question  by  the  jodge  advocate.  In  your  opinion  could  the  Monitors,  or  not, 
have  gone  into  Oharleaton  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  ohatruetiona,  either 
on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  or  on  the  8th  of  said  April,  had  the  attack  been 
renewed  1 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  they  eould  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9th  day 
of  April,  1 863,  hear  Eeai-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything, 
to  lead  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or  that  he  was 
unwilling,  from  prejudice,  to  give  them  a  fair  trial? 

Answer.  No;  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  I  think  he  did  give  them  a 
fair  trial. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  aforesaid 
attack  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harborl  Was  it  an  earnest  one, 
or  otherwise^ 

Answer.  It  was  an  earnest  attack. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Do  you  know  of  auy  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing  relating  to  the  grounds  of  the  specifications  of  chaigea  made  by  Uear- 
Admiral  DuPont  against  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  which  have  been  read  to  you  1 
If  yea,  state  all  that  you  know  in  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  anything  else.  Not  being  in  the  Arago,  I  could 
have  no  knowledge  relating  to  that  matter. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  fmther  questions,  and  neither  the  counsel  for 
Chief  liJngineer  Stimers  nor  the  court  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged 
after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  court,  it  tbereupou  adjourned,  to 
meet  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 
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Naval  Lycgum,  Kavv  Yabd,  New  Yohk, 

Wednesday,  October  7,  1863, 

The  court  met  puisuant,  to  the  adjournment  of  October  1,  1863,  Present, 
all  the  members  of  the  court  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  present,  Chief  En- 
gineer Stitners  and  his  counsel. 

The  judge  advocate  read  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  which  were 
apm-oved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Commodore  Thomas  Turner,  of 
the  United  States  navy,  who,  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
tlie  navyt 

Answer.  My  name  is  Thomas  Turner,  and  I  am  a  commodore  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  present,  and  did  you  take  part  in 
the  engagement  between  the  United  States  naval  forces  and  the  rebel  forta  and 
batteries  at  Oharleaton  barbor,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863?  If  yea,  wliat  vessel 
or  ship  did  yon  then  command? 

Answer.  I  was  present,  and  did  take  part  in  said  engagement.  1  commanded 
the  frigate  New  Ironsides,  an  iron-clad,  but  not  a  Monitor. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  the  vessel  which  yon  commanded  in. 
the  aforesaid  attack  receive  aay  injuries  during  said  attack?  If  so,  state  what 
snch  injuries  were. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  received  various  injuries.  She  lost  one  port  shutter, 
shot  away.  She  had  one  of  her  plates  cracked  bv  a  shot.  She  had  a  breeching 
bolt  driven  in.  She  received  a  shot  on  her  beak,  which  twisted  it  a  little,  and 
cracked  it.  Whenever  she  was  struck  in  her  wooden  work,  she  was  damaged; 
I  canaot  tell  how  many  times.  There  was  nothing  to  impaii-  her  efficiency  in 
the  slightest  degree,  either  in  her  iron  or  wood  work.  She  was  as  ready  to  go 
into  the  fight  ten  minutes  afterwards  as  she  ever  was. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yoa  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  8ti- 
mers,  or  in  bis  presence,  that  the  attack  on  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston 
liarbor,  made  on  the  7th  day  of  April,.  1S63,  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or 
words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  Never.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  Mi-.  Stimers  about  it, 
at  all. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Mr.  Stimers,  or  in  hia 
presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  the  aforesaid  iron-clad  vessels 
were,  after  the  attack  aforesfud,  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  words  to 
that  efFect? 

Answer,  No ;  never. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mers, or  in  his  presence,  that  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  were  in  a  fit  condition  to 
renew  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  or  words  to  that  effect? 
Answer.  No;  never. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were,  or  not,  to  yonr  knowledge,  the  Moni- 
tors in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  aftiir  they 
had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to 
commence  it  the  day  before? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  on  the  subject.  I  did  not  look  at 
one  of  them  after  the  fight. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9th  day  of 
April,  1863,  hear  Kear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything, 
to  lead  you  to  think  that  he  was  prgudieed  against  the  Monitors,  or  to  lead  yon 
to  think  he  was  unwilling  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  in  the  aforesaid  attack? 
Answer,   Never;   nothing. 


ovGoo'^lc 


AEMOEBD    VESSELS.  X4y 

Question  by  t.he  judge  advocate.  "Were  you  or  not  a  passenger  on  board  tho 
Arago  at  the  time  referred  to  in  the  charges  read  to  you  herein? 
Answer.  No,  eir. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing  relating  to  the  charges,  or  specifications  of  charges,  made  by  Rear -Admiral 
DnPont  against  Chief  Engineer  Stimera,  which  have  been  read  to  you?  If 
yea,  state  all  you  know  in  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  I  heard  Mr.  StimerB  say  to  the  admiral  that  the  Monitois  would  be 
in  condition  by  five  o'clock  that  afternoon,  or  the  next  day,  to  renew  the  fight. 
I  think  this  conversation  was  the  8th  of  April,  1863.  I  did  not  hear  him  say 
anything  about  going  into  Charleston,  or  about  torpedoes  or  obs traction b. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  or  not,  in  your  opinioli,  the  Monitors 
have  gone  into  Chai-leston,  either  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  or  on  the  Stli  of 
said  April,  had  the  attack  been  i-enewed.  in  spite  of  guas,  torpedoes,  and 
obstructiona  ? 

Answer.  No;  I  have  not  the  least  idea  that  they  conld. 

The  judge  advocate  said  that  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  WUl  yon  please  state  whether  any  shot 

or  shell  entered  the  Ironsides;  if  yea,  ple^e  describe  the  effect  both  upon  and 

within  the  ship ;  also  the  preparations  which  you  had  made  for  such  casualties ; 

also  the  inconveniences  to  those  living  on  board  of  such  preparadons  1 

Answer.  No  shot  or  shell  entered  the  ii-on-clad  part  of  the  Ironsides.  Some 
eamein  through  the.  wood  work,  but  did  not  penetrate  the  sand  bags.  My  iin- 
pression  is  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  sand  bags  on  the  spar-deck,  I  should 
have  lost  many  of  my  crew.  The  iron  plating  of  the  spar-deck  is  confined  to 
the  wooden  deck  above  it  by  iron  bolts,  half-screw.  There  were  about  thirty 
of  these  bolts  over  each  gen.  Wherever  shots  struck  where  there  were  no  sand 
bags  the  bolts  would  be  driven  down  like  bullets ;  one  shot  did  strike  where 
there  were  no  sand  bags,  and  the  bolts  underneath  were  driven  out  by  the  con- 
cussion. All  the  wood  work,  both  forward  and  abaft  the  iron  bulldiead,  was 
bai-ricaded  by  sand  bags  eight  ornine  feet  in  a  horizontal  direction  neai-ly  to  the 
beams.  Immediately  before  going  into  fight  I  turned  the  hose  upon  the  sand 
bags  both  fore  and  aft,  and  satui-ated  them  thoi-oughly  with  water;  water  was 
several  inches  deep  in  my  cabin,  I  put  green  rawhides  on  the  spar-deck  fore 
and  aft,  making  a  carpet  of  them  from  one  end  of  the  ship  to  the  other;  over 
those  a  layer  of  sand  bags  fore  and  aft,  as  fei  as  each  iron  bulkhead  ;  these 
were  some  five  or  six  inches  thick.  After  the  fight  was  ovei-  it  could  be  seen 
where  the  shot  struck  the  sand  bags,  as  they  were  ripped  up  and  the  sand 
driven  in  all  directions.  These  preparations  caused  great  inconvenience.  The 
state-rooms  were  filled  with  sand,  and  my  cabin,  and  the  hides  smelt  very  badly 
from  the  start. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  having  no  further  questions,  and  neither  the  court 
nor  the  judge  advocate  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged,  after  his  testi- 
mony had  been  read  to  him. 

The  Judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Commander  D.  McN.  Fairfax^ 
of  the  Unite.d  States  navy,  who  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
the  navy  ? 

Answer.  My  name  is  D.  McN.  Fairfax,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you,  or  not,  pi'esent  at  an  attack  made 
by  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1863;  if  yea,  what  vessel  did  you  then  command,  and 
was  your  vessel  engaged  in  said  attack? 

Answer.  I  was  present  and  commanded  the  Monitor  Nantucket;  she  took 
part  in  said  engagement. 
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Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  injuries,  if  any,  did  the  Monitor  Nan- 
tucket i'eceive  in  the  afovesaid  attack? 

Answer.  She  had  eight  bolts  of  her  smoke-hos  carried  away ;  the  turret  under 
the  15-inch  port-hole  wae  preased  in  so  as  to  jam  the  port-stopper,  preventing 
the  use  of  the  15-inch  gun  at  the  third  round.  It  required  some  thirty-six  houra 
to  put  the  gna  in  serviceable  order  ao  as  to  be  available ;  she  had  one  severe 
cut  over  her  engine-room,  or  over  the  Andrews  pump ;  beyond  the  carrying 
away  of  some  of  the  clamps  to  the  11-inch  carriage  the  veseel  received  com- 
paratively little  damage,  Laving  been  struck  fiily-three  times  in  her  strongest 
parts, 

QuesHon  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Alban 
C  Stimers,  of  the  United  States  navy,  that  the  attack  made  on  the  forts  and 
batteries  in  Charleston  harbor,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  "  ought  to  have 
been  renewed,"  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimei's  that  the  iron-clad 
vessels  engaged  in  making  the  aforesaid  attack  "  wore  in  a  fit  condition  to  renew 
the  said  attack,"  or  words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question  hj  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimere. 
or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels 
were,  after  the  aforesaid  attack,  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  words  to 
that  effect? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors  in  as  good  con- 
dition oa  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some 
slight  repab-a,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  bad  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
before? 

Answer.  I  should  say  not ;  the  repam  were  not  completed  within  twenty* 
four  hours,  at  least  oa  board  my  vessel. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  or  not  the  Monitors  have  gone  into 
Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either  on  the  7th  or 
8th  day  of  April,  1863  ? 

Answer.  In  my  opinion  they  could  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9th  day 
of  April,  1863,  hear  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything, 
which  led  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or  that 
he  was  unwilling  to  give  them  a  f^r  trial  in  the  aforesaid  attack? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  W&al  was  the  character'  of  the  aforesaid 
attack  made  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  ?  Was  it  an  earnest 
one  or  otherwise  1 

Answer.  It  was  a  very  earnest  attack. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing  relating  to  the  specifications  of  chaises  made  by  Rear-Admiral  DuPont 
against  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  which  have  been  read  to  you  ?  If  yea,  state 
all  you  know  in  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yuu  know  why  the  aforesaid  attack  of 
the  7th  of  April,  1863,  was  not  renewed  on  the  8th  of  April,  1863? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  not  having  any  knowledge  of  the 
admiral's  determinations  in  connexion  with  the  renewal  of  the  fight. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness,  and 
neither  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  nor  the  court  having  any,  the  witness  was  dis- 
charged after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 
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Tlie  court  tiioroupoQ  adjouraed,  to  meet  on.  Thoraday,  the  8tli  day  of  Octo))cr' 
18G3,  tit  11  a.  m. 

Naval  Lvceum,  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 

Thursday,  October  8,  1863, 

TEo  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Proaont,  all  the 
members  of  the  court  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present,  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  and  his  connHel. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Commander  A.  C.  Ehind,  of  the 
United  States  uavy,  who  being  sworn,  teetified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
the  navy  % 

Answer.  My  name  is  A,  0.  Rhind,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  yo«  present,  and  did  yon  tt^e  part 
in  the  attack  made  by  Qie  United  States  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries 
in  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863 1  If  yea,  what  vessel  did 
you  then  command  t 

Answer.  I  was  present  and  took  part  in  said  engagement,  and.  commanded 
the  iron  clad-Keokuk.     She  was  not  a  Monitor, 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  the  Keokuk  receive  any  injuries  in  the 
aforesaid  attack  ?     If  yea,  state  what  those  injuries  were. 

Answer.  She  received  injuries  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  her  sinking  the 
following  morning.  She  was  penetrated  in  many  places  near  tlie  water-line,  on 
her  bows,  sides,  turret,  quarter,  and  all  parts  of  the  ship. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  Chief  Engineer  Alban  C. 
Stimers,  of  the  United  States  navy?     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him? 

Answe;^.  I  do  know  the  gentleman,  and  have  known  him  since  some  time 
last  fali. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimei'S 
that  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  making  the  attack  on  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries in  Chwleaton  harbor  on  the  7th  of  April  last  were  in  a  fit  condition  to 
renew  the  said  attack,  or  words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  No, 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  that  the  aforesaid  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  "  ought  to  have  been 
renewed,"  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  the  aforesaid 
iron-clad  vessels  were,  after  tlie  said  attack, "  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement," 
or  words  to  that  efect  1 

'Answer.  No.  I  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Stimers  on  the  subject  nor  in 
bis  hearing,  that  I  know  of.  I  left  the  squadron  the  evening  of  the  next  day 
ftfiter  tlie  action. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  or  not  the  Monitors  have  gone  into 
Ciharieston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either  on  the  7th  of 
April,  1863,  or  on  tlie  8th  of  said  Apii!  ? 

Answer.  In  my  opinion  very  few  of  them  would  have  gone  in  or  come  ont. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State  the  nature  of  the  obstructions  whiuli 
prevented  the  Monitors  from  entering  the  harbor  as  far  as  Charleston. 

Answer.  I  did  not  examine  the  obstructions  sufficiently  so  as  to  say  of  mj 
own  knowledge  what  the  nature  of  the  obstructions  was.  I  can  only  state 
what  they  were  sapposod  to  be.  I  saw  what  I  supposed  to  be  a  cable  stretched 
across  in  a  line  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  This  cable  was  supported  by 
buoys  at  short  intervals.     Further  up  the  harbor,  and,  as  nearly  as  I  could 
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judge,  extending'  acroas  the  eastern  ehaanel,  and  partiaDy  over  the  western 
side,  and  also  on  the  ahoal  between  Sumter  and  Cummings's  Point,  rowa  of 
piles  were  seen.  I  had  a  better  view  of  the  row  between  Sumter  and  Cum- 
mings's  Point.  Tlie  other  rows  were  at  a  distance  of  over  a  mile,  I  should 
judge,  and  eonld  not  be  very  distinctly  seen.  The  means  of  observation  were 
veiy  limited  on  board  ail  the  vessela  engaged  in  Raid  attack,  being  from  slits  or 
sight-holes  in  the  pilot-house.  I  had  also  an  occasional  view  from  the  hatch 
overhead,  which  1  left  open  for  that  purpose. 

Qaestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors  in  as  good  condi- 
tion on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  wudergone  some 
alight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
before? 

Answer.  I  did  not  go  on  board  of  any  of  the  Monitors  subsequent  to  the 
action ;  but  on  the  evening  of  the  action,  on  board  the  Ironsides,  the  ilag-ship, 
I  met  most  of  the  commanders  of  the  Monitors,  and  from  whiat  was  said  by 
them  I  judged  the  Monitors  were  not  fit  to  renew  the  attack  immediately. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  aforesaid 
attack  1     Was  it  an  earnest  one  or  otherwise  1 

Answer.  It  was  as  earnest  as  the  means  used  could  make  it — as  earnest  as 
the  ehai'aeter  of  tie  vessels  employed  could  make  it. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.    Did  you  ever  hear  Rear- Admiral  DuPont 
say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything,  prior  to  the  9th  day  of  April,  1863,  to 
lead  you  to  think  he  was  prgndiced  against  the  Monitors,  or  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  in  the  afoieaaid  attack  1 
Answer.  No ;  neither. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing  relating  to  the  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Rear-admiral  DuPont 
against  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  which  have  been  read  to  you  1  If  yea,  state 
all  you  know  in  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  whatever  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
chaij;es  which  it  is  alleged  occurred  on  board  the  Arago,  where  I  was  not. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  further  questions,  and  neither  the  court  nor 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged,  after  his  testi- 
mony had  been  read  to  him. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Commander  John  Downes,  of 
the  United  States  navy,  who,  being  duly  sworn,'  testified  as  follows  r 

Question  by  the  j«%e  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  m 
the  navy  t 

Answer.  My  name  is  John  Downes,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  United 
States  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  or  not  present  at  an  attack  made 
on  the  forts  and  batterira  in  Charleston  harbor  by  the  United  States  naval 
forces  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863  I  If  yea,  what  vessel  or  ship  did  you 
then  command,  and  did  such  vessel  take  part  in  said  attack  t 

Answer.  I  was  present,  and  I  commanded  the  Monitor  Nahant,  and  she  took 
part  In  said  attack. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  the  Monitor  Nahant  receive  any  in- 
juries in  the  aforesaid  attack  ?     If  yea,  state  what  such  injuries  were. 

Answer.  She  did.  She  had  her  turret  stopped  by  a  couple  of  shot  sti-iking 
on  the  composition  ring  at  the  base  of  the  pilot-house,  and  driving  it  down  into 
the  intersection  between  the  pilot-house  and  the  turret.  She  had  a  lai'ge  iron 
plate  driven  off  the  inside  of  the  pilot-house,  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of 
steadying  the  pUot-house  in  position,  and  injuring  somewhat  the  steering  gear. 
She  had  another  lai-ge  iron  apron,  which  was  placed  over  one  of  the  iron  braces 
of  the  turret  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  down ;  this  was  knocked  nearly  off. 
She  lost  some  eighty-three  bolts  out  of  her  pilot-house  and  turret.     A  large 


AKMORBD   VESSELS.  153 

piece  was  cut  out  of  the  armorecl  part  of  tlie  amoke-staek  abaft,  breaking  the 
grating  inside  and  dropping  it  belflw.  The  decks  were  cut  through  ta  two  or 
ihree  phweB.  Tbei'e  was  no  other  ioat«rial  injury  that  I  can  recollect  at  present. 
Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  the  injuries  refen-ed  to  in  your  last 
answer  repaired  either  on  the  7th  or  8th  day  of  April,  1863  1  If  so,  to  what 
extent  t 

Answer.  They  were  not  repaired  either  on  the  7th  or  8th  day  of  April,  1863. 
Tlicy  were  partially  repaired  by  the  evening  of  the  8th ;  that  is,  we  were 
enabled  to  turn  the  tiuTet  by  5  p.  m.  of  the  8th.  That  was  the  extent  of  the 
repairs,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  that  the  Nahant  had  received  at  that  time. 
I  will  add,  that  it  reqtiired  a  force  of  over  thirty-three  pounds  of  steam  to  turn 
it  then. 

Questioa  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer  Alban 
C.  Stimers,  of  the  United  States  navy,  that  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  ma- 
king tlie  aforesaid  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor  were 
in  a  fit  condition  to  renew  the  attack,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  .     , 

Question  hy  the  judge  advocate.     Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer  8ti- 
iners  that  the  said  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  "  ought  to  have  been  re- 
newed," or  words  to  that  effect  ? 
Answer.  No;  I  never  did. 

Question  by  the  jadge  advocate.   Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  8ti- 
mers,  or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  coaimanderB  of  the  afoieatud 
iron-clad  vessels  were,  after  the  attack  afoi-esaid,  "hot  for  renewing  the  eiigage- 
ment,"  or  words  to  that  effect  1 
Answer    No;  I  never  did. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were,  or  not,  the  Monitors  in  as  good  con- 
dition on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some 
slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
before  ? 

Answer.  I  caa  only  answer  for  the  Nahant,  and  she  was  not. 
Question  by  the  judge  advocate.    Could  not  the  Monitors  have  gone  into 
CharlMton  in  spite  of  guns,  toi-pedoes,  and  obstructions,  either  on  the  7th  or  8th 
days  of  April,  1863 1 
Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State  the  nature  of  the  obstructions  in 
Charleston  harbor,  which  prevented  the  Monitors  from  entering  as  far  aa 
Charleston, 

Answer.  I  cannot  name  them.  I  do  not  know  what  they  were.  I  saw  what 
I  took  to  be  piles  driven  in  two  or  tbi-ee  rows,  across  from  Sumter  towards  bat- 
tery Bee.     I  saw  no  others. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9th  day  of 
April,  1863,  hear  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anyUiing,  or  did  he  do  anything, 
which  led  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or  that  he 
was  unwilling  to  give  them  a  fiiir  trial  in  the  aforesaid  attack? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  say  anything,  nor  did  he  do  anything,  to  give  me 
that  impression. 

Question  by  tlie  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  aforesaid 
attack?     Was  it  an  earnest  one,  or  otherwise? 

Answer.  It  was  decidedly  an  earnest  one,  I  should  say. 
Question  by  the  judge  advocate.   Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing,  relating  to  the  charges  or  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Bear- Admiral 
DuPont  against  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  which  have  been  read  to  you?     If 
yea,  state  all  you  may  know  in  relation  thereto. 
Answer.  I  know  nothing  more. 
The  judge  advocate  said  lie  had  no  further  questions  to  ask,         ^ 
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Cross-examimed  hy  C/iief  Engineer  Stimers. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  You  have  stated  that  the  deck  of  the 
Hahant  was  cut  through  in  two  or  three  places,  in  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April, 
last.  Will  you  please  describe,  as  exactly  as  you  can,  the  nature,  size,  &c.,  of 
the  holes  thus  cut  through  1 

Answer.  1  cannot  give  you  an  idea  of  the  size.  I  do  not  recollect  it.  The 
plating  was  cut  through.  I  think  the  deck  was  crushed  in  underneath.  The 
plating  had  to  be  renewed  over  the  injured  places.  When  I  say  the  deck  wae 
crushed  ia,  I  mean  the  wood  work  was  crushed  heneath.  The  plating  waa  cut 
thi-oQgh,  but  there  was  no  hole  through  the  wood  work. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Tou  have  stated  that  the  only  repair 
effected  on  board  of  your  ship  on  the  day  after  the  fight  was  that  of  putting  the 
tun-et  in  such  condition  that  it  could  be  turned  by  ateam.  Were  the  other  inju- 
ries of  a  character  which  rendered  your  vessel  unfit  for  action?  If  yea,  state 
in  what  manner  they  thus  unfitted  her. 

Answer.  I  have  stated  that,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  such  was  the  only 
repair.  The  injury  to  the  turret  was  not  sufficiently  repaired  to  permit  the 
vessel  to  go  into  action  on  the  day  following  the  fight,  as  it  req^uired  a  force  of 
something  over  thirty-three  pounds  of  steam  to  turn  the  turret  at  the  time  re- 
ferred to  in  my  evidence.  Moreover,  the  pilasters  covering  the  bolt-heads  inside 
the  turret,  and  the  curtain  which  hung  round  the  turret,  were  down.  The 
apron  referred  to  as  keeping  in  place  the  brace  of  the  turret  had  not  been  re- 
faatenetl  in  its  place.  It  took  a  long  time — I  do  not  recollect  how  long — to  turn 
the  turret.  It  took  some  three  minutes  to  make  a  cornplete  revolution  of  the 
turret,  after  the  repairs,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect.  The  injury  to  the  apron 
■which  held  the  brace  of  the  turret  in  place  was,  in  my  judgment,  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  unfit  the  vessel  for  action,  because  the  same  brace,  I  believe,  kept 
in  place  one  of  the  tracks  of  the  15-inch  gun.  Moreover,  had  it  come  off,  I 
think  the  turret  on  that  side  would  have  settled  on  the  gearing  below.  There 
waa  a  decided  uncertainty  as  to  the  turning  of  the  tuiTCt,  with  any  pressure 
which  we  applied. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Were  any  of  the  injuries  of  such  a 
character  as  unfitted  your  vessel  for  action,  excepting  that  which  prevented  the 
turret  from  turning  and  the  injury  to  the  apron  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  other  injury  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  pre- 
vented her  going  into  action  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  April,  1863,  had  the 
emergency  called  for  it ;  her  steering  gear  .was  bent,  and,  in  my  opinion,  un- 
reliable; the  pUot-house  was  very  much  injured,  partially  unbolted;  the  plates 
out  of  place;  the  apron  referred  to  in  my  evidence  before,  as  steadying  it  in 
place,  was  still  off;  I  think  the  bolt-he^ads  were  partially  uncovered  by  the 
pilasters  being  down  in  the  pilot  house. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  having  no  fiu'ther  questions  to  ask,  and  neither  the 
court  nor  the  judge  advocate  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged  after  his 
testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  here  stated  to  the  court  that  he  had  important  official 
duties  to  perform  on  Friday,  the  9th  instant,  and  thereupon  the  court  adjourned, 
to  meef  on  Saturday,  the  10th  day  of  October,  1868,  at  11  o'clock  a.  ra. 
Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 

Saturday,  October  10,  1863. 

The  court  met  puisuant  to  the  adjournment  of  the  8th  instant.  Present,  all 
the  memhors  aud  tie  judge  advocate;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  a:id 
his  counsel. 
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The,  judge  adrocHte  re.adthe  proceedings  of  the  last  me.eting,  which  wero  ap- 
proved. 

The  judge  advocate  tiiea  called  aa  a  wihiess  Commander  C.  E.  P.  RoSgera, 
of  Lhe  United  States  navy,  who,  being  awora,  testified  as  follows : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  ia  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
tlie  navy? 

Answer.  My  name  is  C.  B-  P.  Rodgers,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  yo\i  present  at  an  attack  made  by  the 
United  States  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteiies  in  Charleston  harbor,  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1863 1  If  yea,  did  you  take  part  in  said  engagement,  and  in 
wliat  capaeitt'  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present.  I  did  take  part  ia  said  engagement,  and  acted  in 
£he  capacity  of  fleet  captain. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Albaa  0.  Sti- 
mers,  of  the  United  States  navyt    If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him? 

Answer.  I  do  know  him.  I  have  known  him  since  he  came  to  the  South 
Atlantic  blockading  Bc|uadron,  some  weeks  prior  to  the  attack  of  the  7Lh  of 
April  last. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State,  if  you  know,  by  whose  antbority  and 
direction  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  was  a  passenger  onboard  the  steamship  Arago, 
during  the  passage  of  said  steamer  from  Port  Royal,  South  Oaiolina,  to  Hew 
York  city,  between  the  11th  and  Ifitb  days  of  April,  1863. 

Answer,  I  understood  it  was  by  the  authority  of  Admii-al  DuPont,  to  whom 
he  applied  to  take  passage  in  that  vessel. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  have  any  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  condition  of  the  Monitors  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863 1  If  yea,  state  what 
their  condition  then  was  for  renewing  the  attack.. 

Answer.  I  did  not  visit  them  on  the  8th.  I  heard  the  statements  of  tbeir 
commanders.  1  remember  to  have  se«n  the  bolts  protruding  from  the  turret  of 
the  Nahant,  as  she  came  out  of  action  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863.  I  heai-d,  also, 
statements  from  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Not  having  visited  them,  my  Imowl- 
edgo  is  not  so  exact  as  those  who  commanded  them. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could,  or  not,  tbe  Monitors,  in  your  opinion, 
have  gone  into  Charleston  either  on  tbe  7tb  or  8lh  day  of  April,  1863?  If  nay, 
state  why  not. 

Answer.  I  think  they  could  not  have  delivered  any  attack  on  Charleston  on 
tbe  8th,  with  any  reasonable  hope  of  success.  I  formed  this  opinion  from  the 
fact  that  the  channel  was  obstructed,  and  in'  endeavoring  to  foi-ce  those  obstruc- 
tions tbe  Monitors  would  have  been  exposed  to  a  fire  which  they  eould  not 
withstand  without  being  disabled.  During  tbe  time  which  they  were  under  the 
heaviest  fire,  which  was  less  than  an  hour,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  several  of 
the  Monitors  were  wholly  or  in  part  disabled  in  their  guns  and  tuiTets,  and  a 
persistence  in  the  attack  on  the  following,  day  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  ended 
in  disaster. 

Question  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  State,  if  you  know,  the  nature  of  the  ob- 
structions which  prevented  the  Monitors  from  entering  the  harbor  as  far  as 
Charleston. 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  belief  they  consisted  of  buoys,  suspending  a 
net-work,  intended  to  foul  the  screws  of  the  Monitors  and  hold  them  entangled 
under  fire.  We  could  only  see  tbe  buoys.  I  was  led  to  suppose  that  the  net- 
work was  attached  to  them  from  statements  of  deserters,  and  knowing  that  such 
a  system  of  obstructions  had  been  proposed  by  engineers.  There  was  also  a  row 
of  piling  which  we  supposed  to  be  across  the  middle  ground ;  whether  it  crossed 
the  deepest  water  or  not  I  cannot  say.  We  also  had  information  that  torpedoes, 
some  of  them  of  extraordinary  size,  had  been  laid  down  ivi  the  approaches ;  as 
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to  the  truth  of  their  being  torpedoes,  I  had,  of  courso,  no  iinoTvledgt!  at  tlie  time. 
Sine*  the  attack,  I  have  seen  a  letter,  captured  in  the  Atlantic,  from  an  officer 
who  was  in  Fort  Sumter  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  who  stated  to  his  correspond- 
ent that  Captain  Oheves,  the  of&cer  who  had  charge  of  placing  the  torpedoes, 
had  informeii  him  that  had  he  himself  placed  the  Ironsides,  and,  I  think,  some 
other  vessels,  be  could  not  have  put  her  more  precisely  over  the  largest  torpedo. 
My  impression  is,  that  he  conveyed  the  idea  that  she  was  over  the  torpedo  for 
some  time,  but  that  he  could  *iot  make, it  explode ;  there  was  some  trouble  with 
the  wire. 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  To  the  fii-e  of  what  forts  and  batteries  wonld 
the  Monitors  have  beea  exposed  had  they  become  entangled  in  the  network  to 
which  you'have  referred  ? 

Answer.  To  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter,  Tort  Moultrie,  Battery  Bee,  and,  I 
think,  to  Fort  Beauregard  and  the  battery  on  Cummings's  Point. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Had  the  enemy  any  vessels- of- war  in 
Charleston  harbor  at  the  time  of  the  aforesaid  attack  1  If  yea,  state  how  many, 
and  where  in  said  harbor  they  were  stationed. 

Anaweri  They  had  the  iron-elads  Chicora  and  Palmetto  State;  what  other 
vessels  they  had  I  do  not  know ;  they  wei-e  uoderatood  to  be  near  tlie  piling  of 
the  middle  ground. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  attack  made 
on  the  foi-te  and  batteries  in  Ohariestoo  harbor  on  the  7th  of  Apiil,  1863 1  Was 
it  an  earnest  one,  or  otierwise? 

Answer.  I  thought  it  a  very  earnest  one,  and  very  gallantly  delivered. 
Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State,  if  you  know,  the  reasons  why  the 
attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last  was  not  renewed  on  the  following  day. 

Answer.  The  movement  of  the  vessels  on  the  7th  was  ordered  to  take  place 
at  noon,  the  pilots  refusing  to  move  before  that  hour  on  account  of  the  tide. 
The  iron-clad  fleet  was  detained  for  an  hour  and  a  half  by  the  Weehawken 
fouling  her  anchor  and  being  unable  to  move.  In  passing  up  the  channel  diffi- 
culty was. found  ia  steering  the  Ironsides,  which  fell  off  in  consecLuenco  of  the 
current,  and  we  were  obliged  to  di-op  an  anchor  in  order  to  bring  her  head  in 
the  right  direction.  It  was  vary  quickly  raked  and  the  ahip  was  pushed  np 
stream,  when  the  Weehawken,  which  had  turned  off  from  the  obstruction,  (she 
was  the  leading  vessel,)  came  across  the  Ironsidea's  bow,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  stop  again.  There  was  some  confusion  in  the  line—  the  Catskill  and  the 
Nantncket  came  in  collision  with  the  Ironsides ;  the  Patapsco  with  difficulty 
avoided  hei".  The  Ironsides  was  in  very  shoal  water,  having  l^s  than  a  foot 
under  her.  Admiral  DuPont  asked  me  the  time ;  it  was  nearly  5  o'clock.  He 
said,  "  It  is  too  late  to  force  our  way  in  to-night ;  haul  off  and  we  will  renew 
the  attack  early  to-morrow."  I  directed  the  flag- lieutenant  to  make  the  signal 
to  withdraw  from  action.  All  the  vessels  had  then  been  under  a  severe  fire.  I 
think  the  Keokuk,  Passaic,  and  Nahant  had  been  compelled  to  turn  o£F  temporarily 
in  consequence  of  injuries  received  at  that  time.  When  we  withdrew  from  the 
attack  I  had  no  thought  that  it  was  to  be  abandoned,  and  I  am  convinced  of 
Admiral  DuPont's  thorough  intention  to  renew  it  on  the  following  day.  The 
Ironsides  anchored  abreast  of  Fort  Wagner,  and,  passing  out  of  the  pilot-house, 
I  received  the  reports  from  the  difl'erent  commanders  of  the  different  vessels. 
Up  to  that  time  I  did  not  know  that  the  vessels  had  been  seriously  injured,  the 
Ironsides  having  not  been  disabled  or  materially  hurt.  Captain  Rhind,  in  the 
Keokuk,  passed  first,  and  hailed  to  say  his  vessel  was  disabled.  I  saw  myself 
that  she  was  completely  riddled.  Captain  Downes,  in  the  Hahant,  next  htdled 
to  sav  that  his  tui'ret  was  disabled  and  would  not  turn,  and  that  his  pilot-house 
was  tadly  injured.  The  Pi^saic  made  a  signal  that  her  Xl-inch  gun  was  dis- 
abled ;  the  Nantucket,  that  her  15-iuch  gun  was  disabled.  The  first  vessels,  as 
they  passed  ns,  were  directed  by  me  to  pass  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns, 
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and  anclior.  Afer  they  liad  passed,  the  Ironsides  got  ander  way  and  di-opped 
out  of  range.  The  sun  had  then  set,  and  after  dark  the  captains  of  the 
different  vessels  came  on  board  and  i-eported  the  condition  of  the  vessels.  Ad- 
miral DuPout  heard  their  reports ;  left  the  captains  talking  with  me,  and  went 
to  bed,  expressing  no  opinion  whatever,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  I  saw 
him  no  more  that  n^ht.  Early  the  nest  morning  he  informed  me  that,  having 
considered  the  reports  of  the  commanders  and  the  circumstances  of  the  engage- 
ment, he  had  come  to  a  positive  determination,  which  would  not  be  reTersed,  that 
lie  had  decided  not  to  renew  the  attack  ;  that  the  vessels  could  not  endure  the 
fire  to  which  they  would  be  exposed,  and  that  a  persistence  would  lead  to  dis- 
astroTia  vesnlta,  and  could  not  be  successful.  That  was  the  substance  of  what 
I  learned  from  bim ;  he  seemed  desirous  not  to  commit  myself  ot  any  otlier 
commander  to  any  responsibility  in  the  mattei',  aad  therefore  asked  uo  opinion 
from  me,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  from.no  one  else.  I,  however,  told  him 
that  althotigh  this  was  a  great  disappointment  and  son-ow  to  me,  that  neverthe- 
less my  views  corresponded  with  his,  and  I  afterwards  heard  every  commanding 
oificer  who  was  engaged  in  the  action  express  the  opinion  that  the  action  could 
not  have  been  successfully  renewed.  Chief  Engineer  Stimevs  was  energetic,  and 
active,  and  prompt  in  his  efforts  to  repair  the  vessels,  and  expressed  to  me  his 
opinion  that  the  vessels  eonld  be  made  ready  for  the  action  during  the  8th.  I 
think  he  siud  by  noon. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time  prior  tii  the  9th  day  of 
April,  1863,  hear  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  lie  do  anything, 
to  lead  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or  that  from 
prejudice  he  was  uawilliug  to  give  them  a.  fair  trial  in  the  attack  of  the  7th  of 
April  last  1 

Answer.  Messing  with  Admiral  DuPoiit,  and  from  my  position  as  fleet  cap- 
tain, he  conversed  very  freely  with  me  in  relation  to  subjects  pertaining  to  the 
stiuadron  and  the  expected  attack.  Prior  to  the  engagement  of  the  Monitors  in 
the  Ogeechee,  I  think  he  was  very  strongly  prejudiced  in  their  favor;  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  attack  led  him  to  doubt  their  aggressive  power  iigainst  bat- 
teries, made  him  conscious  of  the  weakness  of  tlieir  decks,  of  the  trouble  arising 
from  the  method  of  fastening  their  tnrrets,  and  led  him  to  believe  that  he  had 
overrated  their  powers.  I  do  not  think  he  was  prejudiced  against  them ;  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  more  of  them,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  the 
government  to  furnish  them.  So  far  as  I  could  judge,  certainly  he  was  not  un- 
willing to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  and  in  my  opinion  they  were  fairly  tried. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  any,  and  what,  opportunity  afforded 
during  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last  to  test  the  efficiency  of  certain  sub- 
marine shells  in  forcing  obstructions  concealed  in  the  harbor? 

Answer.  The  sub-marine  shells  were  not  used  at  all.  The  admiral  and  the 
commanding  officers  generally  believed  that  whatever  might  be  the  merits  of 
these  shells  under  other  circumstances,  it  would  not  be  judicious  or  justifiable  to 
affis  them  to  the  bows  of  the  Monitors  intended  to  operate  in  sijuadroa,  in  a 
narrow  channel  and  rapid  tide-way,  where  collisions  were  to  be  expected,  and 
where  those  percussion  shells  might  be  as  dangerous  to  friend  as  foe..  Each  of 
these  shells  contained  several  hundred  poiuids  of  powder,  I  believe. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  any,  and  what,  opportunity  afforded  for 
testing  the  efficiency  of  certain  rafts  to  be  used  in  forcing  obstructions  at  or 
about  the  time  of  the  aforesaid  attack  1 

Answer.  Those  rafts  were  brought  by  the  Ericsson  to  Port  ftoyal.  Shortly 
after  their  arrival  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the  Weekawken,  was  oi-dered  to 
affix  one  of  these  rafts  to  the  bow  of  his  vessel  and  experiment  with  it.  He 
tTied  it  without  the  shell.  After  we  reached  Edisto,  a  few  days  before  the  at- 
tack, Admiral  DuPont  directed  me  to  ask  the  iron-clad  coramanders  to  assemble 
on  board  the  Weehawken  and  to  have  one  of  the  rafts  affiled  to  the  bows  of 
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that  vessel,  to  move  her  in  a  tide-way  in  order  that  theao  commancliiig  oiBcera 
might  become  acquainted  with  these  rafu  and  the  appliances.  Chief  Engineer 
^  Stimera  was  also  on  boai'd  the  Weekawken.  The  vessel  was  got  nndcr  way  and 
the  i-aft  tried,  but  it  waa  somewhat  late  and  the  channel  somewhat  crowded,  and 
after  moving  a  short  distance  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  anchor.  In  tlu^  attack  , 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  the  commanding  officers  generally  preferred  to  be 
without  a  raft.  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the  Weehawken,  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  attach  one  with  grapnel  hanging  from  it  to  his  vessel,  without  the  shell, 
but  declared  to  me  explicitly  that  without  a  positive  order  to  affix  the  shell,  he 
would  not  attach  it  to  the  raft.  Chief  Engineer  Stimere  expressed,  with  great 
earnestness,  his  conviction  that  the  shell  might  be  attached  with  advantage  and 
might  render  important  service  to  us,  and  urged  that  they  should  be  used. 
Without  doubting  his  judgment  as  an  engineer,  we  preferred  to  trust  our  nautical 
judgment  as  to  the  expediency  of  attaching  such  percussion  shell  to  tlie  howa 
of  vessels  destined  to  opei-ate  together  in  the  narrow  channels  and  rapid  cun-enta 
of  which  I  have  spoken. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
things  pertaining  to  the  grounds  of  the  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Rear- 
Admird  DaPoat  against  Chief  Engineer  Stimera  which  have  been  i-ead  to  you  t 
If  yea,  state  all  you  may  know  iu  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  Nothing  occurs  to  me. 

The  judge  advocate  ^aid  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness. 

Oross-examined  by  tKe  counsel  of  Glmf  Engineer  Stimers. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  What  precise  position  did  you  occupy- 
on  board  the  Ironsides  during  the  conflict  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  and  did 
you  leave  that  vessel  duriHg  the  day  ? 

Answer.  I  was  iu  the  pilot-house  during  the  whole  engagement,  and  did  not 
leave  the  vessel  during  the  day. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimei's.  Tou  have  spoken  of  receiving  reports 
from  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clads  as  they  passed  the  Ironsides  whilst  re- 
tiring from  action.  Did  they  all  pass  you  whilst  so  retiring?  If  not,  please 
state  the  exception  or  exceptions. 

Answer.  After  the  signal  was  made  to  withdraw  from  action,  the  Ironsides 
was  gotten  owt  of  shoal  water-  and  anchored,  as  I  have  stated  before.  The 
enemy  ceased  to  fire  at  her,  and  soon  ceased  to  lire  at  the  vessels  which  were 
above  her.  I  think  all  the  vessels  mssed  hei'  before  she  got  under  way  to  move 
down  to  her  berth  for  the  night.  The  Keokuk  and  JTaliant  only  hailed ;  the 
Passaic,  Patapsco,  and  Nantucket  reported  their  guns  disabled  by  signal.  Any 
reports  which  were  made  to  me  were  not  in  virtue  of  my  own  authority,  but  as 
fleet  captain  and  the  agent  of  my  superior. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  About  what  length  of  time  elapsed 
between  the  exhibition  of  your  signal  to  retire  from  action  and  the  time  when 
the  last  of  the  iron-clads  passed  the  Ironsides  1 

Answer.  I  have  no  memoranda.  I  liave  never  thought  to  fix  the  time.  I 
should  say  twenty  minutes,  possibly  more.  Those  first  in  action  were  first  out. 
I  think  each  of  the  Monitora  was  about  the  same  time  under  the  heavy  fire. 
The  Keokuk  was  not  of  the  Monitor  class.  She  was  the  last  vessel  of  the  line, 
tlie  closest  engaged,  and  was  soon  placed  in  an  almost  sinking  condition. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  How  long  prior  to  the  7th  of  April  had 
you  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  buoys  and  piles  forming,  as  you  believed, 
obstructions  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  ? 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  action  my  knowledge  was  not  positive  and  was  very  in- 
definite. I  had  gathered  from  the  deserters  and  others  whom  I  had  examined 
ihc  belief  as  to  the  existence  of  tlic  piles.     The  information  as  to  the  floating 


b/Goc^lc 


AEMORED   VESSELS.  159 

obsti'iictione  was  conflicting  and  unsatisfactory.  We  did  not  know  what  to  ex- 
pect. I  expected  we  would  be  able  to  make  our  way  into  the  harbor  so  as  to 
attack  Fort  Sumter  on  its  northwest  face. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimeia.  Did  yon  have  such  information,  prior 
to  the  7th,  as  led  yon  to  believe  that  there  wei-e  buoys  with  network  such  as 
yon  have  described  obstructing  the  harbor? 

Answer.  Our  information  was  vague  and  indefinite;  I  thought  we  might  find 
floating  cordage  intended  to  foul  our  propellers;  I  did  not  know  how  it-would 
be  an'anged,  nor  that  it  actually  existed. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimera.  Did  the  engagement  of  the  7th  disclose 
to  you  or  Admiral  DuPont  the  existence  of  obstructions  from  network,  or  from 
piles,  with  which  yon  were  previously  unacquainted.  And  if  you  answer  yea, 
state  what  in  particulair  was  diacloaeo,  and  oy  whom,  and  on  what  vessel  dia- 
covered. 

Answer.  Before  the  action  of  tho  7tli  we  only  knew  vaguely  that  there  was 
some  arrangement  of  ropes  to  foui  the  screws  of  the  vessels;  during  the  en- 
gagement we  discovered,  the  close  arrangement  of  buoys,  which  we  supposed 
suspended  this  system  of  ropes,  but  tlie  rapes  themselves  we  could  not  s^e; 
our  belief  in  their  existence  was  simply  conjectural;  aach  a  system  has  been 
matured  and  described  for  the  defence  of  harbors.  My  impression  is,  that  the 
buoys  were  seen  by  the  vessels  generally ;  my  own  knowledge  of  them  was 
gained  chiefly  from  Captain  John  Rodgers,  who  was  very  near  them,  and  re- 
ported them  minutely. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Did  his  report  of  their  existence  eon- 
firm  your  previous  belief  on  tbafc  subject? 

Answer.  Tke  knowledge  that  I  had  prior  to  the  attack  was  not  sufficient  to 
enable  me  to  form  a  belief;  I  thought  we  might  find  buoys  supporting  floating 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Did  Captain  John  Eodgers,  in  report- 
ing any  obstructions  of  this  character,  state  that  the  action  of  hia  propeller  waa 
impeded  or  destroyed  dining  the  action,  and  when  did  he  first  n^e  any  such 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  Captain  John  Rodgei*,  at  that  time,  re- 
ported that  his  propeller  had  been  impeded;  after  returning  to  Port  Soyal  he 
found  some  rope  on  his  propeller,  which  was  cut  off  by  a  diver;  I  do  not  know 
where  that  rope  came  from. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimera.  When  Admiral  DuPont  stated,  as  you 
have  testified,  "  it  is  too  late  to  force  our  way  in  to-night,  haul  off,  and  we  will 
renew  the  attack  early  to-morrow,"  did  you  understand  him  to  mean  it  is  too 
late  to  force  our  way  into  the  harbor  and  beyond  the  supposed  obstructions  t 
If  not,  what  did  you  understand  him  to  mean  by  the  phraBe  "it  ia  too  late  to 
.   force  oar  way  inr 

Answer.  Our  plan  of  battle  required  us  to  go  in  beyond  the  obatnictions.  1 
and(irBtood  the  admiral  to  mean  that  we  could  not  accomplish  our  purpose  that 
night ;  it  was  too  late.  The  substance  of  his  words  I  have  given  accnrately; 
I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  used  hia  precise  words.  The  leading  vessel  had  not 
felt  authorised  to  force  herself  through  obstructioua  which  her  commander 
deemed  so  formidable;  the  plan  of  battle  was  necessarily  somewhat  deranged  for 
tho  lime. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Was  any  discovery  made  during  the 
action  on  the  7th  of  tho  existence  of  toipedoes  not  previously  supposed  to  exist 
as  obr^tiuctiona  ?  If  yea,  state  who  made  any  such  discovery,  and  where,  and 
by  wiiom  tho  same  was  first  reported  to  Admiral  DuPont. 

jlnawer.  We  fonnd  no  imore  than  we  expected. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  You  have  stated, 'in  substance,  in  an- 
swer to  the  question  "  What  was  the  naturo  of  the  obstructions  which  prevented 
tlie  Monitors  from  entering  the  harbor  1"  that  they  consisted,  to  the  Jdc^ ^of^^pi'l  (_> 
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belief,  of  buoya  suspending  jietwork;  of  pUing  across  the  middle  grouod,  aud  of 
torpedoes.  You  bave  stated,  also,  tbat  Admiral  DuPont  stated  to  you  tbat  it 
was  too  late  to  force  yonr  way  in  tbat  night.  Am  I  to  understand,  from  your 
testimony  in  view  of  tbese  statements,  that  Admiral  DuPont  determined  on  tbe 
following  morning  not  to  go  in  because  of  tbese  obatnictiona  wbicb  he  supposed 
to  exist  on  the  day  previous,  or  do  you  now  think  that  detenniiiatioii  was 
arrived  at  upon  some  other  grounds  1 

Answer.  When  Admiral  DaPont  gave  tbe  order  to  haul  off  for  the  night.  I 
think  be  fully  intended  to  renew  tbe  engagement  on  the  morrow.  I  think  he 
changed  tbat  determination  chiefly  because  he  found  the  iron-clads  so  much 
damaged,  and  some  of  them  so  soon  disabled,  for  the  time  which  they  bad  been 
exposed.  1  think,  also,  that  be  became  satisfied  that  the  obstructions  between 
Fort  Sumter  and  Fort  Moultrie  were  sufficiently  strong  to  bold  Jbe  vessels  too 
long  under  the  heavy  fire  of  tbe  enemy's  guns. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  What  number  of  guns  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  Monitors  at  any  one  time;  and  bow  closely  to  the  enemy's  guns 
were  they  engaged;  and  what  was  tbe  weight  of  artillery  used  against  them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  many  guns  were  broiigbt  to  bear  upon  the 
Monitors ;  they  were  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fii-e.  Oar  information  prior  to  the 
attack  as  to  the  number  of  guns  was  not  accnmte,  and  I  have  not  since 
learned.  The  officers  commanding  the  Monitors,  who  could  best  estimate, 
thought  their  vessels  were  within  seven  or  eight  hundred  yards.  Some  of  them 
thought,  I  believe,  that  they  were  as  near  as  sis  hundred  yards.  My  impres- 
sion is,  that  10-inch  columbiads  were  pi-obably  the  heaviest  guns  used.  I  form 
this  opinion  fronj  indentations  on  the  armor  of  the  vessels.  Some  pf  the  officers 
on  board  the  Ironsides  thought  that  a  shell  which  entered  her  bow  and  ex- 
ploded was  from  an  11-inch  gun.  I  did  not  examine  the  fragments;  the  only 
projectile  that  I  remember  to  have  examined,  which  came  from  the  rebels,  was 
a  rifle  shot  weighing  between  sixty  and  seventy  poa}ids,  which  came  through 
tbe  wooden  side  of  tbe  Ironsides.  I  think,  however,  that  much  heavier  rifle 
projectiles  Uian  tbat  were  fired. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Were  there,  in  your  judgment,  fifty  to 
one  hundred  guns  bearing  upon  the  Monitors  at  any  one  time  1 

Answer.  Tea';  in  my  judgment,  the  fire  was  by  far  the  heaviest  that  T  ever 
saw,  or  that  any  one  engaged  had  ever  seen. 

Question  by  Ohief  Engineer  Stimers.  Was  more  than  one  life  lost  on  board 
the  Monitors  during  that  battle? 
Answer.  No. 

Queslion  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Bid  either  of  tlie  Monitors,  and  if  eithei:. 
state  particularly  which,  disclose  an  incapacity  of  ai-mor  to  resist  safely  the  ene- 
my's shot  ? 

Answer.  Tbe  wood  was  laid  hare  on  tbe  Weebawken  in  one  place.  Many 
bolts  were  stai'ted  from  tbe  turret  of  tlie  Nabant,  and  the  bolts  became  useless. 
I  thought  the  armor  showed  great  endurance,  but  I  doubt  if  it  wordd  have  en- 
dured for  a  long  time  a  fire  so  heavy  as  that  to  which  it  was  subjected ;  the  test 
was  an  estraerdinarily  severe  one. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimera.  Name  either  of  the  Monitors  so  injured 
in  its  armor  by  the  impact  of  shot  as  to  make  it  probable  tbat  other  shot  following 
would  have  destroyed  it. 

Answer,  I  think  another  shot  striking  the  Weebawken  in  tho  place  I  have 
named  would  have  gone  through.  The  impression  left  upon  my  mind  was,  tbat 
the  pilot-houaes  of  the  Passaic  and  Nahant  vroxAi  bave  been  dangerously  injured 
by  other  shot  striking  the  same  places. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  When  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  urged 
the  use  of  these  sub-marine  shell  did  yoii  get  an  impression  that  he  would  not 
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h&va  been  willing  to  have  been  upon  the  Monitors  in  action  to  which,  such  shell 
■were  to  be  attached  1 

Answer.  I  had  no  such  impression.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  volunteered  to 
go  into  action,  and  I  advised  him  not  to  do  it. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  Did  Engineer  Stimers,  in  conversation 
with  yon,  express  the  opinion  that  the  Monitors  should  attempt  to  pass  those 
obstructions  withont  the  aid  of  those  shell  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  he  did.  I  do  not  remember  his  speaking  to 
me  00.  the  subject  at  all. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Did  you  possess  any  sueh  knowledge 
of  the  construction  of  these  shells,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  be 
employed,  as  to  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  that  they  would  be  dangerous  to  the 
vessels  employing  them  1  If  yea,  state  their  construction,  and  your  reason  for 
eneh  an  opinion. 

Answer.  They  were  long  iron  castings,  filled  with  powder,  to  be  fastened  on 
the  end  of  the  raft  to  be  attached  to  the  hows  of  the  Monitors,  and  to  explode 
when  they  came  in  couttict  with  any  serious  obstacles,  such  as  piling  or  the 
sides  of  a  vessel.  Such  was  my  understanding  of  them.  As  to  the  peculiar 
construction  of  the  shell  I  was  not  versed,  hut  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  to  be  used  I  think  I  did  understand  generally — not,  perhaps,  in  detail.  I 
was  convinced  that  they  would  be  dangerous  to  the  vessels  of  tlie  fleet  with 
which  they  might  come  in  contact,  I  should  have  been  willing  to  incur  the 
risk  to  the  vessel  to  which  it  should  be  attached. 

Qnestion  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Then,  what  objection  was  there  to 
attaching  it  to  a  Monitor  which  should  lead  the  fleet  and  attempt  to  pass  ob- 
stmctions  1 

Answer.  There  would  still  have  been  danger  of  collision  had  there  been  any 
interruption  in  the  order  of  battle. 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to 
ask ;  and  neither  the  judge  ndvocate  nor  the  court  having  any,  the  witness  was 
discharged  after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that  he  had  no  further  evidence  to 
offer  in  the  case. 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Monday,  the  12th  day  of  October 
instant,  at  11  o'clock  a.  va. 

Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  Nbvf  York, 

Monday,  October  12,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  the  10th  instant.  Present,  all 
the  members  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  pi-eaent,  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  and 
his  counsel. 

The  judge  advocate  read  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  which  were 
approved. 

The  judge  advocate  ^ked  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  if  he  had  any  testimony 
to  offer,  to  which  he  replied  that  he  had  none  to  offer. 

Chief  Enghieer  Stimers  asked  of  the  court  two  weeks  in  which  to  prepare  a 
written  defence,  stating  as  a  reason  that  his  counsel  could  not  find  time  to  pre- 
pare a  defence  sooner  than  that  time,  on  account  of  other  engagements. 

The  judge  advocate  asked  to  have  the  court  cleared ;  whei'eupon  the  court  wae 
cleared  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  request  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers. 

The  court  decided  to  give  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  until  Monday,  the  19th 
instant,  at  10  o'clock,  in  which  to  prepare  his  defence. 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Monday,  the  19th  day  of  October 
instaat,  at  10  o'clock  of  the  forenoon  of  that  day. 

H.  Ex,  Doc.  69 11  .-,  , 
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Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yabd,  "New  York, 

Mondai/,  October  19,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  the  12th  instunt.  Present, 
all  the  members  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers 
and  his  counsel. 

The  judge  advocate  read  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  which  were  ap- 
proved. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  then  read  to  the  court  his  defence  in  writing,  which 
is  hereunto  annexed,  marked , 

The  court  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation,  and  the  judge  advocate  read  to 
the  court  a  part  of  the  testimony  in  the  case.  The  court  then  adjourned,  to 
meet  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  day  of  October,  1863,  at  10  o'clock  of  the  forenoon 
of  that  day. 

Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  "New  York, 

Tuesdatj,  Octoha-  20,  1S63. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present,  all  the 
members  and  the  judge  advocate. 

The  court  having  diligently  and  fully  incjuired  into  tho  matters  embraced  ia 
the  specifications  of  charges  in  this  case,  hereby  report  that,  in  their  opinion, 
there  is  uo  necessity  or  propnety  of  further  proceedings  in  the  case. 
Dated  October  20,  1863. 

F.  H.  GREGOET, 

Rear- Admiral,  President. 
HIRAM  L.  SLEEPER, 

Judge  Advocate. 

May  it  please  this  honorable  court  : 

The  testimony  inti'odnced  by  the  judge  idvoiate  to  sustam  the  chirges  made 
against  me  by  Rear- Admiral  JJuPont  is  now  closed  Acting  in  view  of  the 
proof  thus  placed  hefore  the  court,  I  deem  it  wholly  unnece'saiy  to  offer  evi- 
dence in  reply.  The  very  fJnndation  on  which  these  charges  must  rest  la 
■wanting,  and  hardly  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  supply  it  They  weie  care- 
lessly, if  not  recklessly,  made  by  a  high  ofiieei  of  the  government,  billing  to 
give  them  the  sanction  of  his  name,  apparently  without  mquiimg  whether  they 
were  capable  of  proof,  or  founded  upon  worthless  inmoi  Much  tmie 
has  been  uselessly  spent  ui  apparent  eflbrf  to  piovt  them,  but  any  one  at- 
tentively reading  the  evidence  discoveia  that  the  real  puipose  his  been  not  to 
establish  the  charges  in  question,  hut  to  justify  their  author  in  failing  effectively 
to  use  the  formidable  means  for  destroying  the  defences  of  Chai-leston,  which 
our  government  in  its  confidence  and  hope  had  lavished  upon  him.  That  I  am 
not  mijust  or  uncharitable  in  making  this  suggestion  will  be  manifest  from  an 
examination  of  the  charges  and  proof  which  1  will  now  proceed  to  make,  , 

let.  The  first  specification  charges  me  with  having,  whilst  on  board  the 
steamer  Arago,  on  her  voyage  from  Charleston  to  New  York,  at  table,  in  presence 
of  her  officers  and  other  persons,  a  number  of  whom  were  correspondents  of  the 
'  public  press,  falsely  asserted,  knowing  the  same  to  he  untrue,  that  I  was  told 
by  one  or  more  of  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clads  engaged  in  tho  attack  on 
Charleston  that  it  ought  to  have  been  renewed;  that  the  vessels  were  in  a  fit 
condition  to  renew  it;  and  that  several  of  the  commanders  had  said  to  me  that 
they  were  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement. 

A  person  observant  of  Christian  precepts,  considerate  of  his  duty  towai-da  a 
fellow-man,  or  actuated  by  self-respect,  would,  before  deliberately  framing  a 
cLai^  calculated  to  consign  a  brother  officer  to  disgrace  and  infamy,  have  in- 
C[uired  carefully  into  its  truth,  and  the  means  of  establishing  it.     Indeed,  ha 
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would  hardly  have  been  content  to  make  it  before  conversing  personally  with 
those  capable  of  proving  it ;  and  then  a  just  man  would  have  ivithheld  the  accu- 
Bation,  so  painful  for  a  gentleman  to  bear,  until  satisfied  that  his  witnesses  were 
entitled  to  fiill  credit.  The  course  whieb  my  accuser  has  seen  fit  to  pursue  pre- 
sents a  wide  departure  from  the  path  thus  indicated.  The  names  of  persons 
who  were  on  board  the  Arago  during  the  voyage  were  appended  as  witnesses 
to  the  charges  made,  and  most  of  them  have  been  examined.  It  appears  that  I 
sat  at  the  public  table  of  the  steamer  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  several 
other  perBoiia,  all  no  doubt  accessible  to  my  accuser,  or  to  those  seeking  to  sup- 
port these  charges.  If,  tbei-efore,  I,  during  the  voyage,  used  the  language  im- 
puted trt  me,  it  was  susceptible  of  easy  proof.  Not  a  particle  of  testimony  to  that 
effect  hag,  however,  been  furnished.  No  one  pretends  I  ever  said  that  any  com- 
mander of  the  iron-clads  had  stated  to  me  eiUier  that  the  attack  on  Charleston 
ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or  that  the  iron-clada  were  in  a  fit  condition  to  dp 
so,  or  that  their  commandei-s  were  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement.  No  lan- 
guage bearing  the  least  resemblance  to  that  charged  is  pi-oveu  to  have  been  ut- 
tered by  me  at  any  time;  and  I  am  bound  to  assume  that  neither  of  the  wit- 
nesses named  ever  stated  otherwise  than  they  have  here  aworn.  If  not,  then 
upon  what  information  could  the  charges  in  question  have  been  framed  ?  Was 
it  believed  that  they  could  be  proven?  And  if  not,  were  theywontonly  made, 
so  that  upon  pretence  of  sustaining  them,  the  naval  inactivity,  painful  to  a  whole 
nation,  might  be  justified  by  proof  quite  irrelevant  to  the  charges  being  tried, 
and  therefore  quite  likely  to  pass  uncontradicted  by  me? 

ad.  The  aecond  charge  made  against  me  is  for  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer- 
of  the  navy,  and  specifies,  in  substance,  that  at  the  table  of  said  steamer,  and. 
elsewhere  on  board  of  her,  during  the  passage,  I  criticised  and  condemned,  in. 
terms  unbecoming  the  circumstances,  the  professional  conduct  of  Itear-Ad- 
tniral  DuPont,  by  stating  that  the  Monitors  were  in  ae  good  condition  on  the- 
8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew- 
the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day  before;  that  they  could  go. 
into  Oharteston  in  spite  of  guna,  torpedoes,  and  obstruclious;  but  that  Ad- 
miral DuFont  was  too  much  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  to  give  them  a  fair- 
Now  if,  under  the  circumstances,  I  had  stated  all  that  is  charged,  it  would,  ia. 
my  judgment,  have  been  no  more  than  I  was  authorized  to  say.  I  had  been, 
chained  by  the  government  with  the  important  duty  of  inspecting  the  construction' 
and  armament  of  these  vessels  whilst  they  were  being  made.  They  were  new. 
iu  the  history  of  the  world;  but  in  the  contest  between  the  Monitor  and  Meni-- 
mack,  although  the  latter  on  the  day  previous  had  defied  a  fleet  of  our  largest 
frigates,  caiiying  an  armament  iifty  times  greater  than  the  Monitor,  destroying 
some  and  threatening  all  with  the  same  fate,  yet  the  Monitor,  working  her  two 
eleven-inch  guns  behind  an  invulnerable  shield,  tested  her  powers,  offensive  and 
defensive,  by  so  terrible  an  ordeal,  that  intelligent  and  unprejudiced  men  here 
arid  in  Europe  from  that  hour  saw  that  naval  supremacy  must  be  maintained,  if' 
at  all,  by  abandoning  wooden  ships  and  adopting  those  which  the  genius;  engi-- 
neering  skill,  and  ripe  practical  knowledge  of  their  author  had  taught  the  world 
how  to  construct.  My  knowledge  of  this  class  of  war  vessels  had  been  acquired' 
not  only  by  watching  and  inspecting  their  construction  step  by  step,  but  under- 
the  orders  of  the  government  I  had  enjoyed  the  good  fortune  of  participating  in 
the  contest  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which  had  developed  the  capacity  of ' 
the  Monitor  system  to  sustain  unharmed  the  fire  of  heavy  guns  at  short. range,, 
aiid.at  the  same  time  to  inflict  deadly  injuries  upon  an  adversary's  ship  of  great . 
power  heavily  sheathed  in  iron.  With  an  experience  thus  gained  I  might,  as  I 
think,  have  justly  claimed  the  right  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  value  and' 
capacities  of  the  Monitors,  even  had  this  differed  from  the  views  entertained  by 
Rear-Admii'al  DiiPont,  whose  knowledge  concerning,  them  was  probably  derived; 
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from  casual  inspection  and  Ae  reports  of  otLers.  Moreover,  I  -was  charged  hy 
the  government  with  the  duty  of  proceeding  to  Charleston  to  watch  and  report 
the  performance  of  these  veasela  in  action,  to  assist  in  maintaining  them  in  xekdi- 
ness  for  battle,  and  to  afford  to  the  officers  having  them  in  charge  such  inform- 
ation &&  might  be  needful. 

la  addition  to  all  this,  it  may  be  hero  proper  to  say,  that  at  great  espenee, 
shells  had  been  devised  by  Captain  Ericsson,  the  author  of  the  Monitor  system, 
which,  in  connexion  with  rafta  to  be  attached  to  the  bowa  of  the  vessels,  were 
to  be  used  for  removing,  by  means  of  explosive  force,  obatmctiona  within  the 
harbor,  and  of  firing  torpedoes  supposed  to  be  sunk  by  the  enemy  in  the  trach 
of  OUT  advancing  fieet.  The  efiectivenesB  of  these  shells  had  been  so  tested  by 
me,  before  they  were  sent  to  Admiral  DuFont,  as  to  make  it  clear  to  my  mind  and 
to  that  of  the  government  that  they  would  be  practically  safe,  and  capable  of 
clearing  tlie  track  of  battle.  I  strongly  urged  Admiral  DuPont  to  uae  these 
shells,  and  requested  permission  to  participate  in  the  action  of  the  7th,  on 
board  a  Monitor  which  should  be  thus  armed.  Thia  privilege  was  denied  to  me, 
and  although,  in  view  of  supposed  obstructions,  I  had  expressed  to  Admiral 
DuFout  and  to  his  officers  the  opinion  that  the  Monitors  could  euccessfutly  pass 
them,  my  confidence  in  expressing  it  was  greatly  strengthened  hy,  and  some- 
what founded  upon,  the  assumption  that  these  sheUs  were  to  be  employed,  and 
this  the  admiral  knew.  He  neverthel^s  declined  to  order  their  employment, 
and  thus  w^  lost  to  the  government  and  nation  a  powerful  means  of  penetrating 
to  the  cradle  of  thia  great  rebellion. 

Under  these  circumatancea,  and  well  aware  that  the  government  had  expected 
mnch  from  the  attack  upon  Charleston  with  the  abundant  meana  furnished  to 
the  rear-admiral  commanding,  I  was  greatly  disappointed  that  the  important 
instruments  I  have  mentioned  were  not  used  by  him,  especially  as  I  believed 
(and  aa  an  earnest  of  my  conviction  had  offered  to  hazard  life  and  limb)  that  with 
shells  attached  the  Monitors  could  pass  all  ohatructiona  and  bold  the  city  of 
Charleston  at  their  mercy. 

All  this  was  certainly  calculated  to  awalten  in  my  mind  criticism  upon  the 
conduct  of  Itear-Admiral  DuPont,  which,  as  the  evidence  shows,  I  refrained 
from  espressing,  maintaining  a  reserve  not  merely  respectful  to  him,  but  calcu- 
lated to  defend  him  from  the  censures  fi'eely  and  openly  cast  upon  him  for  fail- 
ing to  renew  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April. 

I  will  now  briefly  examine  the  proof  introduced  to  mwntain  the  second  charge, 
the  mere  reading  of  which  will  show  that  even  if  I  had  said  all  that  is  charged 
against  me,  it  was  but  the  statement  of  views  which,  if  honest,  I  had  a  right  in 
common  with  all  other  persons  to  express.  Entertaining  the  opinion,  and  ofB- 
cially  reporting  it  as  I  did  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPont,  tliat  the  Monitors  were  oa 
the  Sth  substantially,  and  for  practical  purposes,  aa  fit  to  i-enew  the  attack  as 
they  had  been  to  make  it  on  the  day  previous,  I  was  bonnd  neither  by  courtesy 
nor  by  any  rule  of  the  service  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  to  withhold  or  con- 
ceal it;  and  believing,  aa  I  certainly  did,  that  the  Monitors,  with  the  rafta  and 
shells  attached,  could  have  gone  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and 
obstructions,  I  was  equally  entitled  to  state,  in  respectful  language,  tliat  opinion 
also ;  and,  moreover,  1  think  the  disrespect,  if  there  be  any,  in  imputing  to  B«ar- 
Admirai  DuPont  prejudice  against  the  Monitors,  was  so  slight  that  his  self-re- 
spect can  hardly  have  been  increased  by  noticing  it.  Indeed,  whilst  there  is  no 
proof  .in  the  case  that  I  ever  chat^d  him  with  entertaining  this  prejndice,  and 
whilst  by  aasertmg  that  I  did,  he,  by  implication  at  least,  denies  the  existence  of 
the  prgudice  so  imputed,  the  evidence  introdaced  on  his  behalf  very  clearly 
.  establishes  that  he  was  prepossessed  against  them,  for  Captain  Drayton  in  sub- 
stance declares  he  don't  tkinJc  Admiral  DuPont  had  a  high  opinion  ofiheMoni' 
tors,  and  that  he  could  not  have  had  after  reading  his  (Drayton's)  reports  eon- 
■  cemiitg  them,,made  before  thejight. 
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What  these  reports  were  does  not  appear,  but  that  the  witness  believed  he 
had  succeeded  m  instilling  into  the  admiral's  mind  his  own  unfavorable  opinion . 
is  quite  clear. 

The  proof,  however,  fails  to  show  that  I  made  the  statements  charged  against 
me.  The  evidence  on  this  subject  consists  of  the  testimony  of  Oaptaiti  Gadsden, 
of  the  Arago,  and  of  several  other  persons  who  were  on  board  of  that  steamer 
during  her  voyage  from  Charleston  to  New  York.  He  says  in  substance  that 
I  stated  that  the  Monitors  had  received  no  serious  injary;  that  they  couhi  be 
repaired  in  a  few  hours;  that  the  trial  ought  not  to  condemn  them;  that  they 
had  not  had  a  fwr  tiial;  that  with  the  shells  attached  to  them  they  could  go  in. 
He  further  swore  that  I  said  tho  ojicers  of  the  navy  were  prejudiced  against  the 
Monitors,  but  that  I  mentioned  no  one  in  particular,  and  did  not  i-eflect  upon 
Admiral  DuPont. 

The  purser  of  the  Arago  testified  that  I  said  that  the  officers  of  the  navy 
were  rather  prejadiced  against  them,  but  that. I  spoke  of  Admiral  EluPont  per- 
sonally in  the  highest  terms.  Mr.  Colwell  swore  that  those  on  board  the  Arago 
were  much  excited  about  the  fight  at  Charleston,  and  condemned  the  admiral 
for  his  failure ;  but  he  did  not  intimate  that  I  took  part  in  any  such  conversation, 
stating  only  that  I  said  the  Monitors  were  very  little  injured,  and  were  repaired 
iu  about  five  honrs;  that  I  was  respectful  in  my  remarks  concerning  Admiral 
DuPoat;  and  although  this  witness  at  one  time  said  he  was  under  tlie  impres- 
sion that  I  had  said  the  admiral  was  prejudiced  ag^st  the  Monitors,  he  after- 
wards stated  that  I  might  not  have  said  so,  but  that  aa  the  passengers  generally 
united  in  condemning  him,  the  witness  may  have  confounaed  their  statemenia 

Mr.  Fulton,  in  his  testimony,  states  that  my  conversations  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  attack  were  private,  and  in  an  undertone,  and  that  I  said  I  had 
sometimes  retired  to  my  state-room  to  avoid  being  questioned;  that  I  said  the 
attack  was  not  an  earnest  one,  and  expressed  disappointment  that  the  shells 
were  not  employed,  but  did  not  say  the  Monitors  conld  have  entered  the  harbor 
without  them,  nor  that  the  admiral  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  but 
that  I  did  say  he  would  have  renewed  the  attack  but  for  the  influence  of  some 
of  those  who  were. 

Mr.  Mai-s,  a  passenger,  testified  that  I  appeared  not  to  wish  to  speak  on  the 
subject  of  the  attack,  and  that  although  he  sat  opposito  to  me  at  the  table,  he 
did  not  hear  me  say  that  the  admiral  was  prejudiced. 

Having  thus  failed  to  prove  that  I  had  uttered  any  of  the  language  as 
charged,  and  it  appearing  upon  the  evidence  that  I  had  spoken  of  Bear- Admiral 
DuPont  in  high  terms,  studiously  refraining  from  talking  upon  the  subject  of 
the  attack,  it  appeared  to  me  remarkable  that  the  prosecution,  instead  of  ac- 
knowledging the  injustice  of  these  chaises,  should  persist  in  calling  witnesses  to 
prove  that  the  Monitors  were  seriously  injured  in  their  attack  npon  the  forts, 
and  could  not  have  renewed  it  without  probable  disaster. 

Whilst  this  attempt  has  signally  failed,  it  has  nevertheless  disclosed  the  real 
purpose  of  this  prosecution  to  have  been,  not  an  inquiry  into  any  language  or 
conduct  of  mine,  but,  under  that  pretext,  an  effort  to  justify  a  failure  by  Bear- 
Admiral  Dul'ont,  which  had  attracted  the  observation  of  the  world,  by  con- 
demning as  inadequate  the  instruments  which  a  liberal  government  had  placed 
in  his  hands. 

His  desire  to  justify  himself  was  natural,  but  that  he  should  have  been 
willing  to  achieve  even  his  own  vindication  by  making  and  persisting  in  prose- 
cuting unfounded  charges  against  a  brother  officer,  is  extraordinary.  How  ut- 
terly he  has  failed  to  accomplish  this  a  brief  examination  of  the  proofs  will 

It  appears  from  these  that  before  the  attack  was  made  it  was  supposed  by 
Ecar-Admiral  DuPont  that  torpedoes  had  been  placed  in  the  channel  aloM  , 
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wliicli  Iiis  fleet  must  pass.  That  network  Lad  be,en  suspended  from  liuoys  de- 
signed to  entangle  the  propellevs  and  thna  prevent  their  action,  and  that  for  some 
pnrpoee  piles  had  been  placed  across  the  middle  ground  to  obstruct  the  entrance 
of  Monitors  in  that  direction.  It  moreover  appeai-s,  especially  from  a  careful 
reading  of  the  deposition  of  Commander  C.  B.  P.  Rodgers,  the  admiral's  fleet 
^aptajn,  that  no  additional  information  upon  either  of  these  subjects  was  ob- 
tained by  means  of  the  attack.  After  that  was  over  the  existence  of  torpedoes 
of  network  and  the  purpose  of  tlie  piles  were  shrouded  in  the  same  mystery  as 
before.  It  was  ascertained,  however,  that  if  torpedoes  lurked  in  the  channel, 
they  were  probably  harmless,  for  none  had  been  exploded;  and  that  they  were 
incapable  of  being  fired  is  shown  by  the  letter  refei'red  to  by  this  witness,  writ- 
ten hy  a  rebel  officer  in  Fort  Sumter,  stating  that  the  effort  to  explode  a  torpedo 
■whilst  directly  under  the  hull  of  the  Ironsides  had  failed. 

We  must  therefore  accept  it  as  established,  that  as  no  information  was 
obtained  during  the  conflict  which  could  be  used  to  strengthen  the  surmises 
before  existing  as  to  the  character  of  these  obstructions,  their  supposed  exist- 
ence could  not  have  affoi'ded  ground  for  declining  to  renew  the  engagement 
which  was  not  eqnally  good  as  an  objection  against  having  made  it  at  all ;  and 
this  being  so,  we  mast  look  for  some  other  reason  for  the  f^lure  of  the  admiral 
to  offer  battle  on  the  8th,  in  pursuance  of  his  declared  intention,  when  he  gave 
the  signal  for  the  Monitors  to  han!  off  on  the  previona  day. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  this  testimony  conveys  the  impression  that  the  fear  of 
encountering  these  supposed  obstructions  was  a  controlling  element  in  the  admi- 
ral's mind  in  forming  the  determination  not  to  renew  the  attack ;  but  in  this 
there  is  evident  mistake,  for  a  brave  and  intelligent  commander  would  hardly 
be  BO  fearfnl  of  obstructions  which  might  or  might  not  be  real,  as  to  abandon 
a  great  enterprise  without  practical  effort  to  learn  whether  obstacles  to  its 
achievement  existed  or  not.  Against  such  a  suspicion  I  feel  disposed  to  defend 
Admiral  DuPont,  and  hence  am  constrained  to  look  elsewhere  tor  some  reason 
why  he  failed  to  renew  an  attack  which,  if  persisted  in,  might  have  succeeded. 
His  witnesses  on  this  subject  next  point  to  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  Monitors, 
and  to  their  alleged  inability  to  withstand  a  repetition  of  lilie  terrible  fire  to 
which  they  were  subjected  on  the  7th.  A  glance  at  the  testimony  will  show 
how  utterly  uufounded  is  this  effort  at  an  excuse,  whilst  it  will  also  establish 
to  the  satisfaction  of  intelligent  and  unprejudiced  men,  that  the  capacity  of  the 
,  Monitors  to  resist  unharmed  the  most  terrible  fire  from  guns  and  rifles  of  the 
heaviest  calibre,  has  never  been  overstated.  It  appears  from  the  testimony  of 
the  fleet  captain  that  the  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed  was  by  far  more 
terrific  than  that  which  he  or  any  one  connected  with  the  fleet  had  ever  before 
seen.  From  fifty  to  one  hundred  rebel  guns,  of  heavier  calibre  than  were  ever 
before  employed  against  ships-of-war,  were  bronght  to  bear  upon  the  Monitors 
at  the  same  time,  and  probatily  many  more.  The  Patapsco  was  struck  by  fifty- 
one  shots,  twenty-one  of  which  hit  the  turret,  and  fifteen  or  more  of  these — all 
■heavy  halls — struck  it  within  the  period  of  five  minutes,  and  yet  at  8J  o'clock 
■  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  she  was  in  a  fit  condition  to  renew  the  engagement. 
The  Nantucket  was  struck  fifty-three  times ;  and  although  the  mechanism 
which  worked  her  XV-inch  gun  was  disordered,  this  was  repaired  on  the  8th. 
Captain  Drayton  states  that  the  top  of  the  pilot-house  of  the  Passaic  was  raised 
up  by  a  sho^  hut  it  is  quite  evident,  from  his  account  of  it,  that  this  in  no  man- 
ner disabled  the  vessel,  whilst  it  hardly  iacreased  the  chance  of  danger  to 
those  within.  It  sufficiently  appears  that  the  Weehawken  was  fit  to  have 
renewed  the  engagement  on  the  following  day,  although  she  was  stnick  several 
times  on  her  side  armor  in  nearly  the  same  place. 

Without  following  this  subject  further  in  detail,  it  is  sufiicient  to  state,  what 
.appears  from  the  proof,  that  each  and  all  of  the  Monitors  were  in  fighting  trim 
withm  twenty-four  hours  after  they  came  out  of  battle,  ^wjiilst  the  injuries 
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received  by  theia  were  so  trifling,  when  the  terrible  means  employed  for  iiifiietiag 
them  are  considered,  that  they  may  be  pi-onounced  substantially  invulnerable 
to  the  strongest  artillery.  But  one  life  was  lost  on  board  of  them  during  the 
conflict ;  and  whilst  one  or  two  of  the  turrets  were  by  the  impact  of  aho£  par- 
tially prevented  front  turning  until  repaired,  it  should  be  remembered  that, 
turning  by  their  rudders,  each  could  at  all  times  pi-esent  her  guns  to  the  enemy 
at  pleasure.  Indeed  it  was  partly  by  this  means  that  the  guns  of  the  Monitor 
were  brought  to  bear  on  the  Merrimack  in  that  first  engagement  of  iron-clads  to 
which  I  have  before  referred.  One  of  the  witnesses  has  suggested  that  if  other 
shots  had  struck  in  the  same  place  as  previous  ones,  the  armor  might  have  been 
endangered.  Entertaining,  as  I  do,  the  opposite  opinion,  I  would  suggest  that 
even,  iir  the  witness  was  correct,  he  antieipatea  a  hazard  too  remote  to  be  much 
apprchencled ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  chances  that  one  shot  will  strike 
exactly  where  a  previous  one  Lad  hit,  are  very  slight. 

The  Keokuk,  an  iron-clad  vessel,  hut  not  built  upon  the  plan  of  the  Monitors, 
was  almost  immediately  disabled,  having  fired  but  Uiree  guns  at  the  enemy  ; 
and  the  Ironsides,  a  much  stronger  and  better  armed  ship,  although  she  escaped 
serious  injury,  no  doubt  owed  this  to  the  temporary  means  employed  to  strengthen 
her  before  going  into  action,  and  to  the  care  exercised  in  keeping  her  at  a  great 
distance  from  the  enemy's  guns. 

That  this  distance  was  maintained  is  apparent  from  the  testimony  of  the  fleet 
captain,  who  stated  in  substance,  that  when  the  order  was  signalled  for  the 
Monitors  to  retire  from  the  conflict  ihcy  all  passed  the  Ironsides  in  moving  out. 
This  shows  that  they  were  inside  of  her  and  much  closer  to  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries J  and  how  much  nearer  may  be  inferred  from  his  cross- esami nation,  in 
which  he  states  that  twenty  minutes  may  have  elapsed  before  the  last  of  the 
Monitors  passed  by.  They  engaged  the  batteries  within  six  hundred  yards, 
and  it  need  hardly  be  suggested,  that  no  ship  not  constructed  upon  their  plan 
could  have  lived  under  the  heavy  fire  to  which  at  that  distance  they  were  subjected. 

I  here  close  what  I  have  thought  it  well  to  say  concerning  this  attempt  by 
Rear-Admiral  DuPont  to  justify  his  inaction  and  failure  by  attacking  that  sys- 
tem of  war  vessels  wJiich  has  already,  in  my  opinion,  given  us  a  more  effective 
fleet  than  is  possessed  by  any  other  nation.  A  judicious  use  of  these  vessels 
might  have  transmitted  his  name  with  honor  far  into  the  future.  An  assault 
upon  the  system  can  but  recoil  upon  the  assailant.  From  me  it  needs  no  de- 
fence. Time  and  battle  will  but  confirm  the  opinions  I  have  expressed  con- 
cerning it.  whilst  its  adoption  by  the  nations  of  the  world  will  bear  unfailing 
testimony  to  the  great  skill  and  foresight  of  its  contriver. 

With  these  remai-ks,  I  submit  my  case  to  the  just  consideration  of  this  hon- 
orable court. 

Very  respectfully, 

ALBAN  C.  STIMEE8, 
Chief  Engineer,  United  States  Navy. 

Naval  Lyceum,  New  York,  October  19,  18G3. 


To  Rear-Admiral  Francis  II.  Grrgory,  United  Stales  ttavy  : 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  contained  in  tie  "  Act  for  tlie  better  government 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,"  approved  July  17,  A.  D.  1863,  I  hereby 
appoint  Kear-Admiral  Eraacis  H.  Gregory  president,  Rear-Admiral  Silas  H. 
Stringham  and  Commodore  William  0,  Nicholson  members,  and  Edwin  M. 
Stonghton,  esq.,  judge  advocate,  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiiy,  which  is  ordered 
to  convene  at  the  marine  barracks,  Brooklyn,  New  Tork,  on  Monday,  the  first 
day  of  June,  A,  D.  1863,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  grounds  of  the 
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charges  hereto  annexed,  and  made  a  part  of  this  precept,  preferred  by  Kear- 
Admirai  S.  F.  DuPoHt  against  Ohief  Engineer  Alban  C,  StimerSi  of  the  navy. 
The  court  will  diligently  and  fully  inquire  into  the  matters  embraced  in  the 
specifications  of  tlie  said  charges,  and  report  to  the  department  their  opinion  as 
to  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  farther  proceedings  in  the  case, 
r  1         Given  nnder  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Department  of 

[SEAL.J     ^^^  United  States  this  Slat  day  of  May,  A  D.  186:f. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  May  21,  1863. 

StR  :  Enclosed  herewith  h  a  precept  for  a  court  of  inquiry,  of  which  you  are 
appointed  president,  and  which  will  convene  at  the  marine  barracks  at  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  June  nest,  or  as  aoon  thereafter 
as  practicable. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Eear-Adjniral  E.  II.  Grerory, 

United  States  Nany,  New  York. 


Navy  Dbpaktmbnt,  May  30, 1863. 
Sib  ;  E.  M.  Stougbton.  esq.,  being  unable  to  act  as  judge  advocate  of  tlie 
naval  court  of  inquiry  ordered  to  convene  at  Brooklyn  on  the  1st  prosimo, 
Edward  Pierrepont,  esq.,  has  been  appointed  judge  advocate  in  his  stead. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  P.  H.  Gregory, 

Vniled  States  Navy,  New  Yurh. 


Telegram  dated    Washington,  June  2,  1863;    received  at  New  Yorh  June  2, 
1863. 

3.25  J},  m. 
Judge  Pierrepont  having  declined  to  act  as  judge  advocate,  the  court  ai-e  de- 
tired  to  select  one. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear- Admiral  F.  H.  Grr«ory, 

Xhited  States  Hotel. 
Certified  by  E.  H.  GREGOKT. 

Rear-Admiral,  Sfi. 


Unitei>  States  Marine  Barracks, 

Brooklyn,  New  York,  June  4,  1863. 
SiK:  By  virtue  of  a  precept  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated  at  the  Navy  Department  of  the  Dnited  States  the  22st  day  of  May,  1863, 
appointing  Rca!-Admiral  Erancia  H.  Gregory  president,  Real-Admiral  Silas  H. 
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Stringham  and  Commodore  William.  C.  Nicholson,  members,  and  Edwin  M. 
Stoughton  judge  advocate,  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry,  and  by  virtne  of  a  com- 
munication directed  to  Eear-Admiral  Francis  H.  Gregory,  pi-esident  of  said 
court,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  June  2,  1863,  you  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed judge  advocate  of  the  naval  court  of  inquiry,  convened  by  virtue  of 
said  precept.  Should  yon  accept  the  appointment,  you  wOl  report  without  delay 
to  the  president  of  the  court. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  H.  GREGORY, 

Rear-Admirq.1,  President. 
HiilA.M  L.  Sleeper,  Esq.,  New  York. 


Navy  Department,  June  4,  1863. 
Sir  :  Ton  are  hereby  appointed  judge  advocate  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry, 
■which  is  now  in  session  at  the  navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  of  which 
Eear-Admiral  Francis  II.  Gregory  is  president. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hiram  L.  Sleeper,  Esci-,  New  York. 


Charges  and  specifications  of  charges  prepared  hy  Real-Admiral  Samuel  F. 
DuPont,  commanding  Sowtk  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  against  Chief 
Engineer  Alban  C.  Stimers,  of  the  United  States  navy. 

Charge  first. — Falsehood. 

Specification. — In  this ;  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  said  Alban  0.  Stimers,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  United  States  navy,  being  then  on  board  the  steamship  Arago,  by  t£e  au- 
thority and  direction  of  Real-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont,  commanding  the  South 
Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  the  said  Arago  being  on  her  passage  from  Port 
Royal,  South  Oai-olina,  to  New  York  city  via  Charleston  bar,  did,  at  the  table 
of  said  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  officers  of  said  steamer  and  other  persons,  a 
number  of  whom  were  correspondents  of  the  public  press,  and  at  divers  times 
during  the  ptwsage  of  the  said  steamer,  falsely  assert,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
untrue,  that  he  was  told  bv  one  or  more  of  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clad 
vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor 
on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  that  the  attack 
of  that  day  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  and  that  they  did  further  state  to  him 
that  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  were  in  fit  condition  to  renew  it;  and  the  said 
.  Alban  C.  Stimers  did  further  falsely  assert,  knowing  the  same  to  be  untrue,  that 
several  of  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  had  said  to  him,  or  in 
his  presence  and  hearing,  that  they,  the  said  commanders,  were,  after  the  attack 
aforesaid,  "  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  woi-da  to  that  effect. 

Chaboe  second. — Conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  of  the  navy. 

Specification. — In  this :  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  said  Alban  C.  Stimere,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  United  States  navy,  being  then  on  board  the  steamship  Arago,  by  the 
authority  and  direction  of  Eear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont,  commanding  South 
Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  tlie  said  Arago  being  on  her  passage  from  Port 
Royal,  South  Carolina,  to  New  York  city  via  Charleston  bar,  did,  at  the  table 
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of  said  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  officers  of  said  steamer  and  other  persona,  a 
number  of  whom  were  correanundents  of  the  public  press,  and  at  divers  other 
times  during  the  passage  of  the  said  steamer,  with  the  intent  to  disparage  ajid 
injure  the  professional  reputation  of  his  superior  officer,  Reat-Admiral  Samuel 
i".  DuPont,  criticise  and  condemn,  in  terms  unbecoming  the  circumstances  and 
his  position  as  an  officer  of  the  navy,  the  professionaJ  conduct  of  his  superior 
officer,  Eear-Admira!  Samuel  I''.  DaPoat,  in  the  attack  upou  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries in  Charleston  hai-bbr  on  the  seventh  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
three;  and  did,  with  the  like  intent,  knowingly  make  false  statements,  using, 
among  other  impi-oper  and  unfounded  expressions,  words  in  substance  as  follows ; 
"That  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  eighth  day 
of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  after  they  had  undergone  some 
slight  repairs,  to  renew  tlie  attack  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
beiore;  that  they  could  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  ob- 
sti'actions;  and  that  Rear-Admiral  DuPout  was  too  mach  prejudiced  against  the 
Monitors  to  give  them  a  fair  trial." 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  CoTmnandmg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

WITNESSES. 

Brigadier  General  Geoi^  H.  Gordon,  United  States  army. 

Henry  A.  Gadsden,  captain  of  the  Arago. 

I'^ederiek  Tratagean,  purser  of  the  Ai^ago. 

Arthur  Hughes,  chief  engineer  of  the  Arago. 

Pernaudea,  doctor  of  the  Arago, 

J.  H.  Baker,  chief  officer  of  the  Arago. 

0.  G.  Fulton,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Baltimore  American  and  Commer- 
cial Advertiser. 

Colwell,  of  New  York,  builder  of  one  of  the  iron-clads,  passenger  on 

the  Arago. 

Mars,  coppersmith,  of  New  York,  passenger  on  the  Arago. 

Commodore  Thomas  Turner,  United  States  navy. 

Captain  Percival  Drayton,  United  States  navy. 

Captain  John  Rodgers,  United  States  navy. 

Captain  John  L.  Worden,  United  States  navy. 

Commander  Daniel  Ammen,  United  States  navy. 

Commander  Donald  McN.  Fairfax,  United  States  navy. 

Commander  John  Dowues,  United  States  navy. 

Commander  Alexander  C.  Rhind,  United  States  navy. 

Assistant  Surgeon  George  D.  Slocum,  United  States  navy. 

Actmg  Asaistant  Paymaster  A.  S.  Poor,  United  States  navy. 


Passage  of  the  New  Ironsides  from  Hampton  Koads  to  Port  Royal. 

Flag-Ship  Wjbash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  January  20,  1863. 
SiB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  tlie  department  tlie  arrival  here,  on  the 
I8th  instant,  of  the  United  States   steamers  New  IronRides  and  Augusta  ; 
■  also  the  arrival,  on  the  19th,  of  the.  United  States  steamers  James  Adger 
and  Montauk. 
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Enclosed,  marked  No.  1,  ia  the  report  of  Captain  T.  Tiiraer,  reporting  tbe 
passage  of  the  New  Ironsides  from  Hampton  Eoads  to  this  port. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oliedieut  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
near-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secre/ary  of  the  Navy,  Waskinglon,  D.  0. 


United  States'  Steam  Frioate  New  Ikonsidks, 

PortBoyal,  January  19,  1863, 

ADumAL;  On  my  arrival  ia  Hampton  Roads,  after  my  second  passage  to 
that  place  from  Philadelphia,  the  honorable  Secretary  addressed  mo  a  letter 
expressive  of  his  surprise  that  I  had  not  reported  tlio  behavior  aud  per- 
formance of  this  ship  on  her  passage  around.  He  will  doubtless  espect  a 
report  from  me  on  the  subject  in  my  passage  to  this  place.  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  it  to  you. 

I  left  Hampton  Roads  on  the  11th  instant  with  fine  weather  and  a  north- 
west wind,  which  I  held  until  about  fifty  miles  to  the  southward  of  Cape 
Hatteras,  when  the  wind  hauled  to  the  southwest,  increasing  to  a  smart 
'  gale,  with  a  very  rough,  short  sea.  I  sent  down  lower  and  topsail  yards, 
and  steamed  against  it  with  very  poor  progress,  the  ship  being  able,  under 
these  circumstances,  barely  to  hold  her  own. 

I  adhere  to  all  the  opinioua  I  expressed,  in  regard  to  her  capacity  as  a 
sea  boat,  in  my  communication  to  him  of  October  5,  1862. 

Away  from  land,  where  I  could  use  her  fore  and  aft  sails,  assisted  by  the 
propeller,  I  consider  her  safe  and  seaworthy  in  any  gale;  but  if  it  hecame 
necessary  to  carry  directly  off  a  leeshore  against  a  heavy  sea  and  high  wind 
she  ia  unable  to  do  it  with  her  present  steam  power,  and  nothing  could  save 
her  but  her  anchors. 

Instead  of  carrying  sixteen  days'  coal,  burning  daily  twenty-five  tons,  as 
was  supposed,  she  burns  nearly  forty  tons  a  daj',  and  carries,  alt  full,  only  ten 
days'  coal  ;  consequently  I  should  consider  it  unsafe  to  send  her  to  se^  on 
any  passage  that  would  require  more  than  four  or  five  days  to  perform  it, 
unless  accompanied  by  a  steamer  that  would  be  able  to  give  her  assistance 
in  case  she  should  need  it,  which  would  be  the  case  if  she  were  met  by  a 
succession  of  adverse  gales. 

After  the  gale  from  southwest,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  the  wind  hauled 
again  to  the  northwest,  and  carrying  courses  and  top-gallant  sails,  she  pro- 
greased  at  the  rate  of  about  six  and  a  half  knots,  never  being  able  to  exceed 
that  with  steam  and  sails  combined. 

I  reached  here  and  anchored  inaide  the  light-ship  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the 
evening  of  the  llth,  having  then  only  seventy-nine  tons  of  coal  on  hand, 
having  made  the  passage  in  six  days  and  five  houra. 

Had  I  again  encountered  a  heavy  adverse  gale  at  this  end  of  the  passage, 
her  situation,  for  want  of  coal,  would  have  been  very  critical. 

Her  motions,  rolling  and  pitching  in  a  seaway,  are  as  easy  as  any  ship 
I  ever  sailed  in  ;  indeed,  I  may  say  that  they  are  graceful  and  playful,  so 
buoyant  ia  she,  aud  taking  in  as  little  water  as  any  frigate  in  service. 

Were  her  steam  power  greater,  and  her  capacity  to  carry  coal  increased, 
I  should  consider  her  as  safe  a  vessel  at  aea  as  I  could  desire  to  be  on  hoai'd 
of.     I  should  have  no  fear  of  anything  but  a  direct  lee  shore. 

Her  drift  in  a  seaway,  ahead  or  abeam,  is  necessarily,  from  the  formation 
of  her  hull,  very  great. 
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My  last  passage  verified  all  the  favorable  opiniona  I  liad  expressed  in  re- 
lation to  her  ateerage. 

As  I  had  uo  opportunity  of  scudding  her,  I  can,  as  yet,  express  no  opinion 
upon  that  subject. 

When  steaming  against  a  head  sea  she  coraes  down  with  great  violence 
upon  her  counters,  as  the  sea  catcbes  ber  there,  whilst  forward  she  is  buoy- 
ant and  rising. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

T.  TUKNER,  Captain. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  Soidh  Atlaidic  Blockading  Sqvadron. 


Passage  of  Passaic  and  Moniauk  to  Port  lioyal. 
[Deepatoil  No.  32.] 

Flag- Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  January  22,  1863. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  departmeut  the  arrival  here,  on  the 
21st  instant,  of  the  United  States  steamers  Rhode  Island  and  Passaic. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  the  reports  (marked  Nos.  1  and  2)  of  Cap- 
tain Drayton,  of  the  Passaic,  and  Commander  Worden,  of  the  Montaufc,  of 
the  pasdage  of  those  vessels  from  Beaufort,  N.  C,  to  this  port. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Souadron. 
Hon.  GiPEON  Welles, 

Secrelasy  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


[Enclosure  No.  I.— Despatch  No.  33,  186.?.] 

UNrrED  States  Iron  rt  ati  Passaic, 

Port  Boyd,  Jinuary  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  torepoit  that  I  arrived  heir  last  evening  from 
Beaufort,  N".  C,  which  I  left  at  sunset  on  the  llth,  m  tow  of  the  Ehode 
Island,  and  in  company  with  the  Montauk 

The  wind  had  been  blowing  foi  several  days  from  the  southward,  but, 
after  a  severe  storm,  cleaied  off  with  a  northwester,  giving  thus  every 
promise  of  a  continuation  of  fine  weather  This,  howevei ,  did  not  last,  but, 
shortly  after  our  getting  outside,  changed  to  the  northeast,  and  very  thick. 

At  one  p.  m.  of  the  19th  we  made  the  light-vessel  off  here,  but  the  com- 
mander of  the  Rhode  Island  not  being  willing  to  run  in  while  the  weather 
was  60  thick,  and  the  sea  then  breaking  over  my  vessel  so  heavily  that,  had 
I  been  so  inclined,  I  could  not  have  unshackled  the  hawsers,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  try  anchoring  under  Martin's  Industry,  the  Passaic  continuing  to 
ride  by  her  fasts,  under  the  stern  of  the  other  vessel.  On  swinging  head  to 
sea,  however,  it  became  at  once  evident  that  the  former  could  not  long  bear 
the  terrific  shock  of  the  waves  on  her  bow  without  something  giving  way. 
I  consequently  directed  Commander  Trenchard  to  at  once  raise  his  anchors 
and  stand  out  again. 

During  the  remaiader  of  that  day  and  all  the  following  it  blew  so  very 
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hard  that  wo  could  not  make  tlio  light-vessel  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  21st,  when,  as  stated  above,  I  auchoied  here  at  7  p.  m. 

As,  while  at  Beaufort,  I  had  cleared  out  the  limbers  and  put  the  pumps  in 
good  working  order,  although  the  vessel  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  keeping  her  free;  although  to  do  this,  in  the  heaviest 
weather,  in  addition  tit  the  bilge-piimp,  it  was  necessary  to  nae  one  of  the 
donkeys  for  two  hours  out  of  every  four.  The  leak  in  the  bow  has  increased 
a  great  deal,  and,  aitliough  I  took  the  precaution  to  remove  much  of  the 
iron  ballast  from  forward,  particularly  that  which  moat  inconsiderately  had 
been  placed  inside  of  the  false  bow,  I  think  that  before  doing  so,  while  on 
my  way  down  from  Hampton  Roads,  this  part  of  the  vessel  was  so  seriously 
strained  that  a  little  more  heavy  weather  would  render  the  full  working  of 
all  the  pumps  necessary  to  keep  the  water  down.  When  the  eea  is  at  all 
forward  of  the  beam  the  blows  on  the  bow  projection  are,  I  think,  more 
violent  than  I  have  ever  known  in  my  experience. 

Very  little  water  entered  through  the  lower  part  of  the  turret  as  before, 
having  managed  this  time  to  get  it  down,  wjiich  i  now  kuow  lo  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  safety  before  going  outside.  Over  the  top  the  sea  would  have 
regularly  broken,  with  the  wind  as  far  forward  as  abeacn,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  weather-cloth  and  curtains,  Aa  it  was,  the  water  found  its  way  in, 
but  not  in  large  quantities.  The  windlass  seemed  to  have  so  completely 
rusted  together  in  the  joints,  from  the  quantity  of  water  which  bad  been 
pouring  over  it  for  five  days,  that  I  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  it  to  wort, 
and  had  I  been  in  a  narrow  channel  the  vessel  must  have  gone  ashore. 
Notwithstanding  the  many  alterations  it  has  undergone,  I  do  not  now  consider 
it  aa  very  reliable,  and  am  afraid  it  will  yet  get  me  into  some  trouble.  At 
no  time  was  there  a  greater  pressure  on  the  boilers  than  twenty-five  pounds. 
With  this,  and  forty  revolutiona.  there  was  no  foaming  of  consequence,  and 
everything  worked  well  and  smoothly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON",  Captain. 

Eear-Admiral  S.  P.  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Wabaith,  Port  BoycJ.. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.— DeBpatdi  Ho.  32,  1863.] 

United  States  Steamer  Montatjk, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  January  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  left  the  bar  of  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina,  at  5.30  p.  m,,  on  the  llth  instant,  weather  clear,  wind  north- 
erly, and  a  little  of  the  old  southwest  sea  still  rolling.  Continued  clear  and 
moderate  until  sunrise  of  the  18th,  when  the  wind  hauled  to  the  northward 
and  eastward,  with  cloudy  threatening  weather;  at  times  it  breezed  up  quite 
strongly,  with  the  sea  rising  until  sunset,  when  it  partially  cleared,  and  the 
wind  backed  into  north  by  west  and  so  continued  until  midnight;  sea  rather 
increasing  and  confused. 

Towards  tlie  morning  of  the  19th,  the  wind  hauled  again  to  the  northeast, 
weather  thickening  and  sea  rising  and  more  confused  At  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
croaaed  the  southeast  channel  bar  of  Port  Royal  entrance,  and  at  1 1.45  came 
to  at  this  anchorage.  Average  speed  down,  about  6^  knots,  ship's  motion 
easy  both  ways.  On  one  occasion  the  stern  overhang  struck  quite 
heavily  five  or  six  times,  as  reported  by  the  engineer  of  the  watch,  but  no 
unusual  shock  was  felt  in  the  turret  at  the  time.  Soon  Ufter,  the  port  over- 
hauff  limber  beiran  to  deliver  a  small  stream,  indicating  either,  fltst,  that 
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water  had  made  its  way  more  than  usual  around  the  rudder  hatch  packing; 
or,  seconiJly,  that  water  had  made  its  way  up  through  the  rudder  head 
packing;  or,  thirdly,  that  she  had  sprung  a  small  leak  in  the  overhang. 

During  the  whole  passage  cousiderable  water  forced  its  way  into  the  fore- 
ward  overhang  and  thence  through  the  joints  of  the  overhang  bulkhead 
into  the  windlass-room.  Hhe  leaked  a  great  deal  abotit  the  decks,  dead- 
lights, and  hatch-covers. 

In  roiling,  the  shock  of  the  impact  of  eide  overhang  was  very  perceptible 
all  over  the  vessel. 

The  sea  sometimes  broke  over  the  deck  as  much  as  two  and  a  half  or  three 
feet  deep.  In  a  small  slow  sea  she  is  quite  buoyant  and  lively.  To  a  quick 
heavy  sea,  the  extent  of  experience  thus  far  shows  little  disposition  to  give 
to  or  recover  from.  She  steers  well  and  steadily  as  long  as  she  has  good 
way  on,  especially  in  running  before  the  wind.  On  the  whole,  she  has  be- 
haved so  far  very  well  with  the  moderate  test  she  has  had,  but  gives  posi- 
tive indications  that  if  forced  end  on  into  a  sea  will  strain  both  overhangs 
greatly;  and  if  she  gets  into  the  trougb  of  the  sea  will  wallow  very  heavily, 
to  such  an  extent,  indeed,  as  to  render  the  breaking  of  a  tolerably  high  sea 
over  the  turret  ahnost  certain. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOH?I  L.  WOEDEN,  Commander. 

Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

yofihe  Navy,  Wa&hinglon,  D.  G. 


AUaok  upon  rebd  fort  at  Geneais  Point,  Great  Ogeechee  river. 

Flag- Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Barhor,  South  Carolina,  January  28,  1863. 
Sir:  Considering  it  desirable  to  test  in  every  way  the  efSciency  of  the 
iron-clads  that  have  arrived,  and  to  avail  myself  of  their  presence  until 
others  come,  I  sent  Oommander  Worden  down  to  Ossabaw  to  operate  np  the 
Great  Ogeechee  river,  and  capture,  if  he  could,  the  fort  at  Genesis  Point, 
under  cover  of  which  the  Nashville  was  lying,  now  fitted  as  a  privateer  and 
waiting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  in  casi 


I  enclose  a  copy  (marked  No.  1)  of  Commander  Worden 's  report,  received 
at  midnight  by  the  hands  of  Ensign  Johnson,  one  of  my  aids,  who,  in  one  of 
our  armed  tugs,  witnessed  and  participated  in  the  attack.  He  informs  me 
that  the  fort  was  a  very  formidable  casemated  earthwork  with  bomb- 
proofs,  and  mounting  nine  guns,  the  firing  from  which  was  excellent. 

We  have  obtained  valuable  information  in  the  success  of  the  working  of 
the  15-inch  gun,  and  although  the  Montauk  was  struck  thirteen  (13)  times, 
she  received  bo  injury. 

My  own  previous  impressions  of  these  vessels,  frequently  expressed  to 
Assistant  Secretary  Fos,  have  been  confirmed,  viz:  that  whatever  degree  of 
impenetrability  they  might  have,  there  was  no  corresponding  quality  of  ag- 
gression OP  destructiveness  as  againt  forts;  the  slowness  of  fire,  giving  full 
time  for  the  gunners  in  the  fort  to  take  shelter  in  the  bomb-pvoofs. 

This  experience  also  convinces  me  of  another  impression,  firmly  held  and 
often  expressed,  that  in  all  such  operations  to  secure  success,  troops  are 
necessary. 

The  distance  at  'which  Commander  Worden  was  compelled  to  engage, 
not  far  from  hia  extreme  range,  may  modify,  to  some  extent,  the  above 
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views.  The  department,  however,  -will  ol^perve  how  difEcdt,  if  not  impoa- 
fiible,  it  will  be  ti>  remove  sunken  obstructions  and  piling,  in  shallow  water, 
under  fire — very  different  from  rafts  or  booms,  floating  chains,  &c. 

The  Fingal  left  Savannah  and  has  got  to  tho  moutli  of  St,  Augnstine 
cretk,  whether  to  try  Pulaski  and  run  by  it  to  sea,  or  to  Waasaw  on  her  way 
to  Oseabaw  to  convoy  the  Nashville,  I  know  not,  but  most  probably  the 
latter.  I  am  waiting  for  tho  weather  to  moderate  to  get  (he  Pasaaic 
towed  to  Waasaw,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Fingal  and  protect  the 
blockading  force  there;  but  these  Monitors  are  so  unsafe  at  sea,  and  so  help- 
less in  themselves,  that  the  wpatber  must  be  narrowly  watched. 

I  had  the  smoke-stack  of  the  Ironsides  taken  down,  and  ordered  a  trial- 
trip  to  bo  made  without  it,  but  the  result  proved  so  unfavorable,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  escape  of  gas,  particulai'ly  in  the  engine-room,  that  I  had  it 
replaced. 

I  then  directed  a  board  of  officers  to  examine  into  the  practicability  of 
removing  the  turret  forward  where  it  should  have  originally  been  placed, 
but  the  board  has  reported  that  though  in  every  way  desirable,  yet,  on  ac- 
count of  its  great  weight—eighteen  tona — it  is  impracticable,  with  the  means 
.  at  our  command,  to  move  it.  Where  there  are  no  means  of  feeling  one's 
way  with  the  lead,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  view  should  be 
clear  ahead.  A  greater  blunder,  in  a  matter  of  so  much  moment,  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  met  with  before,  as  the  vessel  may  be  ashore  before  she  is 
half  in  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  BUPONT, 
Sear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Rtport  0/  Onitmander  John  L.  Wordm,  eommanding  Uiated  Sbdsi  ilearmhfp  MonfcmJi. 

Ukited  States  Steamship  Montauk, 

Great  Ogeeckee  JUver,  January  27,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  in  tow  of  the  United  States 
steamship  James  Adger,  arrived  off  the  bar,  at  Ossabaw  sound,  at  1,50  p,  m, 
on  Saturday,  a4th  inatant.  I  reported  immediately  to  Captain  Green,  and  on 
returning  to  this  vessel  a  thick  fog  set  in.  At  3.27  p.  m.  it  lifted,  so  that  I 
was  enabled  to  proceed  up  the  channel,  nnder  the  pilotage  of  Mr.  Godfrey, 
At  5.10  p.  m.  the  fog'  compelled  us  to  anchor.  The  fog  remained  with  us  all 
day  Sunday,  being  so  dense  that  we  were  unable  to  proceed. 

On  Monday  the  fo^  hung  with  us  most  of  the  morning,  during  which  time 
1  called  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Seneca,  Wissahickon,  Dawn,  and  C.  P. 
Williams  together,  and  arranged  our  plans  of  attack.  At  1.30  p.  m.  I  got 
under  way,  with  Mr,  Murphy  aa  pilot,  and  stood  up  the  river,  anchoring  just 
outside  of  the  range  of  Port  McAllister,  During  the  afternoon  the  Seneca, 
Wissahickon,  the  Dawn  towing  the  0,  P,  Williams,  came  up  and  anchored 
in  line  astern.  At  8  o'clock  one  boat  from  the  Seneca  and  one  from  the 
Wissahickon,  both  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Davis,  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  reconnoitre  and  destroy  the  ranges  of  the  enemy's  guns  which 
were  placed  near  Harvey's  Cut.  This  service  was  performed  well,  and 
Lieutenant  Commander  Davia  reported  tome.  Jnst  before  midnight  he  went ' 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  obstructions  of  piles,  and  from  appearances 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  obstructions  were  protected  by  torpedoes. 
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At  1  o'clock  this  morning  I  got  tinder  way,  followed  by  the  vessels  enumer- 
ated, taking  up  a  position  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  below  the  ob- 
structions, at  a  point  designated  by  a  flag  placed  there  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Davis  last  night.  The  other  vessels  anchored  in  line,  about  one 
and  a  quarter  mile  astern. 

At  1.35  a.  m.  we  opened  fire  on  the  fort.  After  firing  our  11  and  15  inch 
guns  once,  the  enemy  cpened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us.  Iq  less  than  an  hour  we 
had  obtained  our  ranges,  the  enemy's  fire  slackening.  Their  practice  was 
very  fine,  striking  us  quite  a  number  of  times,  doing  us  no  damage.  Most 
of  their  shot  struck  inside  of  fifteen  feet  from  ns.  Our  practice  was  good, 
the  enemy  replying  only  at  intervals. 

At  U,15  a.  ro.  all  our  shells  being  expended,  and  finding  ouv  solid  shot 
not  seriously  affecting  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  stood 
down  the  river.  A  rain-storm  and  thick  weather  setting  in,  the  other  vessels 
were  withdrawn  out  of  range.  The  enemy  have  a  very  strong  position.  I 
send  the  Daffodil  with  this  report,  and  shall  await  your  further  orders.  I 
have  no  casualties  to  report  from  any  of  the  vessels. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  WOEDEN,  Covimander. 

Kear-Admiral  S.  P.  DirPoim, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Allack  on  the  lattery  on  the  Ogeechee  river,  Se.  . 

Flag-Ship  Wabasb, 
Port  Boyal  Marbor,  S.  G.,  February  3,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  (marked  No.  1)  a  copyof  Commander  John 
L,  Worden's  report  of  liis  second  attack  on  the  battery  on  the  Ogeechee  river. 
I  do  not  feel  .justified  to  authorize  another  attempt,  as  the  ammunition  for 
the  ]  5-inch  guns  is  now  very  much  reduced. 

I  enclose  also  a  copy  of  Captain  P.  Drayton's  report  of  his  reoonnoissancc 
up  the  Wilmington  river,  {marked  No.  2.) 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Sear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Seporl  <if  Coritmander  Wordtn, 

United  States  Steamer  Mont  auk, 

Big  Ogeechee  Jttver,  February  1,  1863. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  this  morning  at  6.40, 1  weighed  anchor 
and  proceeded  up  the  river,  followed  by  the  Seneca,  Wissahickon,  Dawn,  and 
C.  P.  Williams. 

At  1.21  I  anchored  about  600  yards  from  the  fort,  the  gunboats  lying  in 
the  same  relative  position  as  on  Tuesday  last,  about  one  and  three-quarters 
mile  distant  from  (he  fort.  At  7,45  we  opened  fire,  the  enemy  replying 
briskly.  At  this  time  the  weather  was  thick,  and  so  perfectly  calm  tliat  the 
smoke  hung  over  the  fort,  and  around  us,  so  as  to  prevent  our  seeing  the 
effect  of  our  sheila. 
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At  8.45  I  sounded,  obtaining  fourteen  feet  of  water  under  ua;  and  knowing 
the  tide  would  fall  about  five  feet  more,  we  tripped  our  anclior  and  droppod 
down  to  a  position  about  1,400  yards  distant  from  the  fort,  and  into  deeper 
water. ' 

A  gentle  air  epriaging  up,  we  were  enabled  again  to  open  fire  with 
accuracy.  Our  shells  then  did  good  execution,  tearing  up  their  parapets; 
but  as  they  shifted  their  guns  so  often,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  disable 
them.     We  flred  slowly,  endeavoring  to  expend  our  ammunition  with  effect. 

At  11.53,*linding  it  useless  to  shell  them  any  longer,  I  withdrew  out  of 
range,  and  recalled  the  gunboats. 

Thiayesaelwashitforty-six  times,  but  no  material  damage  was  done  to  her. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report  from  any  of  the  vessels, 

I  send  this  by  Captain  McEenzie,  of  General  Hunter's  staff,  who  was  pre- 
sent at  the  engagement,  in  the  steamer  George  Washington,  and  shall  await 
your  further  orders. 

The  0.  P.  Williams  will  immediately  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  in  obedience 
to  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDBN,  Cmimander. 

Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Gom'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 


Captain  Drayton' s  Ttpari  <f  a  recoimoisaamx  of  Wilmington  rieer. 

United  States  Steamer  Passaic, 

Wasmw,  Fd)Tuary  I,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  with  the  Marblehead  in  company,  I  went  to- 
day in  this  vessel  up  the  Wilmington  river,  to  within  sight  of  Wassaw  or 
Thunderbolt,  and  two  miles  and  a  quarter  distant,  when  I  was  stopped  by 
shallow  water,  which  my  pilot  would  not  ventuje  on  except  at  high  tide. 
Tho  batteries  were  very  extensive,  and  large  bodies  of  troops  were  drawa 
up  on  the  shore.  I  was  not  fired  on,  although  quite  within  range  ;  a  battery, 
which  is  about  a  mile  nearer  than  the  ones  I  saw,  was  covered  by  the  woods, 
and  1  was  not  high  enough  to  open  upon  it.  I  saw  two  small  steamers,  but 
nothing  that  looked  like  the  Ficgal, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P,  DRAYTON,  Captain. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  DuPont,  , 

(hmd'g  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Wabash,  Fort  Royal. 


Arrival  of  the  Weehawke-a  at  Port  Royal. 
[Deapatch  No.  60.] 

FLAG-SniP  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S'.  G.,  February  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  on  tho  5th  instant  of  the 
United  States  Steamer  Lodona,  towing  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer 
Weehawten;  the  latter  with  a  disabled  engine,  on  which  I  am  ordering  a 
survey. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral  Gom'dg  S.  A,  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  QmEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 
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Report  of  survey,  &c.,  on  the 

peBpatch  Ho.  71—1863.] 

Flar-Ship  WabA3H, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  February  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  previously  reported  the  arrival  of  the  Weehawken  in  a  dis- 
abled condition.  , 

I  desire  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  t!ie  department  to  the  enclosed 
survey,  {marked  No.  1,)  in  which  are  clearly  stated  the  damage  sustained, 
the  causes  thereof,  and  the  remedies  to  be  need. 

I  forward,  also,  (marked  No.  3,)  a  copy  of  Captain  John  Eodgers's  report. 
These  two  papers  cover  all  the  information  I  have  on  this  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DTTPONT, 
Rear-Admired  Comd'g  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure  THo.  1. — Despatch  No.  71.] 

TJNrrED  States  Steamer  New  Ikon  sides, 

Fori  Royal.  February  8,  1863. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  "Ith  instant,  we  held  a  strict  and 
careful  survey  on  the  engines  of  the  United  States  steamer  Weehawken,  and 
have  to  report  as  follows,  viz  : 

Tk&T  condition. — The  starboard  engine  is  in  a  condition  that,  with  small 
repairs  and  adjustments,  it  can  be  soon  got  ready  for  service.  The  port 
engine  is  in  snch  a  condition  as  to  be  entirely  useless. 

The  damages  sustained. — The  port  cylinder  is  badly  broken,  having  three 
cracks  extending  longitudinally  the  whole  length,  transversely  nearly  half 
way  round,  and  diagonally  abont  half  the  length  of  the  cylinder.  The  trunk 
is  broken  off  close  to  the  piston,  and  the  inner  cylinder-head  broken,  with 
eight  of  the  bolts  for  securing  the  head,  out,  and  broken  into  small  pieces. 

The  cause. — The  cause  of  the  accident  was  without  a  doubt  the  insecure 
and  careless  manner  in  which  the  bolts  securing  the  inner  cylinder-head  were 
fitted  at  and  put  in  ;  these  bolts  having  been  put  in  in  this  manner,  the  nnts 
soon  worked  oft",  and  the  bolts  dropped  to  the  bottom  of  the  cylinder.  The 
clearance  being  sufficient,  no  immediate  disaster  followed;  but  we  suppose 
that  several  bolts  getting  together  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  piston  struck 
them,  breaking  the  inner  cylinder-head,  two  pieces  of  which  falling  out,  pre- 
sented so  great  an  obstacle  to  the  piston  that  it  canted,  and  the  momentum 
of  the  engine  carrying  it  along,  cracked  the  cylinder  and  broke  off  the  trunk 
of  the  piston. 

The  repairs.—'SJo  put  the  starboard  engine  in  a  serviceable  condition,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  remove  the  piston,  secure  the  inner  cylinder-head,  and 
band  the  crank  pin.  The  time  required  to  do  these  repairs  will  bo  about  one 
week.  The  air-pump  was  driven  by  the  engine  that  is  now  broken,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  to  work  the  starboard  engine  non-condensing  or  "  high- 
preasure."  This,  with  the  peculiarity  of  their  arrangements,  prevents  us 
from  being  posOivdy  certain  that  one  engine  will  work,  but  we  entertain 
great  hopes  that  it  will  do  so,  and  consider  that  the  short  time  and  light  cost 
will  warrant  a  trial.  To  repair  the  engines  permanently,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  send  to  some  northern  port  for  a  new  cylinder  and  piston.     If  the  deck 
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will  have  to  remain  in  its  present  condition  until  the  cylinder  arrives  from 
the  north,  it  will  require  at  least  one  month  to  tate  up  the  deck,  take  out 
the  broken  cylinder  and  fit  and  connect  the  new  one. 

In  conclusion  we  -vrill  beg  leave  to  add  that,  in  our  opinion,  there  can  be 
no  blame  whatever  attached  to  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  James  G. 
Young,  senior  engineer  of  the  vessel. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

H.  NEWELL,  Chief  Engineer. 
E.  W.  McCLEEEY,  Chief  Engineer. 
N.  B.  LITTIG,  ls(  Assistant  En   ' 
A.  E.  EDDOWES,  Acting  1st  A 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuFont,  U.  8.  N., 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


[EnclOEure  No.  2. — Despateli  No.  71.] 

TjNrraD  States  Steaueb  Weehawken, 
Fort  Royal  Sarbor,  South  Carolina,  February  1,  1863. 

Str  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  our  amval  direct  from  Newport  News, 
which  place  we  left  on  Sunday  last,  the  first  of  February. 

The  weather  at  the  time  of  leaving  was  good,  but  on  Sunday  night  it 
commenced  blowing  hard,  and  on  Monday  we  had  a  gale  from  the  southwest. 
It  abated  towards  night,  and  we  passed  Cape  Hatteras  with  pleasant  winds. 

On  Tuesday  it  blew  a  gale  from  the  northeast,  which  went  round  the  com- 
pass, making  a  very  rough  sea.  The  first  blast  from  the  northwest  was 
very  violent;  it  took  up  the  heavy  brass  top  of  our  compass  and  hurled  it 
overboard.  The  maker  had  trusted  to  its  weight  for  keeping  it  in  place. 
After  this  we  had  to  rely,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  following  the  Lodona. 

Wednesday,  the  4th,  wo  had  a  gale  from  the  northeast;  it  blew  very  hard 
all  Wednesday  night.  I  have  heard,  indeed,  from  several  sources  since  I 
came  into  port,  that  this  was  the  hardest  storm  of  the  whole  winter.  The 
waves  were  high  and  violent.  The  wind  abating  little  of  its  strength, 
hauled  to  the  southeast  and  made  a  cross  sea.  On  Tuesday  the  observation 
was  very  poor,  the  Lodona  and  Weehawken  differing  nine  miles  in  the  lati- 
tude observed.  On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  we  did  not  see  the  sun. 
Thursday  afternoon,  however,  we  made  the  lightboat  off'  this  harbor  and 
came  into  port. 

In  all  these  successive  gales  the  vessel  behaved  admirably.  The  leak 
was  easily  kept  under  by  the  Worthington  and  bilge  pump. 

Everything  I  saw  conflrtaed  tho  opinion  formerly  expressed,  to  the  effect 
that  the  vessel's  strength  is  the  limit  of  her  sea-going  ability. 

I  have  not  yet  found  any  signs  of  strain  or  injury  from  the  very  bad 
weather  we  have  encountered. 

While  80  far  the  hull  has  stood  triumphantly  the  tests  to  which  it  has 
been  subjected,  at  the  moment  of  entering  Port  Royal,  while  still  outside, 
the  trunk  of  the  port  engine  broke  off,  the  piston  canted  and  cracked  the 
cylinder  longitudinally  And  transversely.  It  ia  a  total  break-down.  As  the 
two  cylinders  were  cast  in  one  piece,  both  must  be  replaced. 

The  cylinders  of  the  Comanche,  building  in  Jersey  City  by  Secor  &  Co., 
arc  identical  in  design,  made  from  the  same  drawings,  and  cast  in  the  same 
patterns.  They  are  finished,  and  can  be  sent  here  immediately.  They  can 
be  at  work  ten  days  after  they  arrive. 

The  trunk  shows  signs  of  an  old  crack  all  around  the  bottom  where  it  gave 
way,  and  the  cylinder  and  waste-pips  contained  fifty-five  scraps  of  iron,  two 
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of  them  |-iiich  bolts  two  inches  long,  the  rest  smaller.     The  iron  of  the  trunk 
is,  as  far  I  can  judge,  of  poor  quality. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  skill  or  care  on  the  part  of  the  engineers  could 
have  avoided  the  break-down.  The  trunk  previously  cracked  gave  way 
while  fairly  at  work  and  working  well. 

The  cylinder  had  no  water  in  it,  and  we  were  not  making  more  than  forty 
turns  of  the  propeller  at  the  time. 

The  cylinder  head  had  not  been,  off  since  the  vessel  left  the  contractor's 
hands.    Indeed,  the  haste  left  no  time  for  any  examination  of  it. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  the  first  crack  was  received  when  the  air-pump 
gear  gave  way  at  the  dock  in  Jersey  City. 

I  have  hopes  that  one  engine  may  be  made  to  work  through;  without  a 
counterbalance  it  will  scarcely  do  satisfactory  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGEES,  Capiain. 

Rcar-Admlral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Arrival  of  the  Falapsco  at  Fori  Royal. 
[Despatch  Ko.  74—18(13.] 

Flag- Ship  Wabash, 
Tort  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  February  II,  1863. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  the  arrival  here,  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th  instant,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Pawnee,  towing 
the  United  States  iron-dad  steamer  Patapsco. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DTJPONT, 
Eear-Admirai,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

y  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Fasaage  of  the  Palapseo  to  Port  Royal. 

Ieon-olad  Patapsco, 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  February  16,  1863. 

Sih:  As  directed  by  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 
of  the  passage  of  the  Patapsco  from  Hampton  Eoads  to  this  point 

The  discretionary  orders  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  enabled  me  to 
choose  the  time  of  sailing,  and  to  put  in,  if  deemed  advisable,  and  thus  avoid 
possible  injuries  from  stress  of  weather. 

The  cessation  of  a  gale  of  some  days'  continuance  gave  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  leave  Hampton  Roads  on  the  evening  of  the  80th  ultimo  in  tow  of 
the  Pawnee.  Our  engines  during  the  passage  were  kept  under  a  steam 
pressure  of  about  twenty  pounds,  and  making  an  average  of  from  thirty-five 
to  forty  revolutions,  and  a  velocity  a  little  exceeding  six  knots. 

At  2  p.  m.  of  the  31st,  Cape  Hatteras  light  bore  about  northwest  some 
four  miles  distant,  water  smooth.  A  special  signal  was  made  on  board  the 
Pawnee,  iiidicating  dangerous  soundings,  and  botb  vessels  were  sheered  to 
port,  the  vessel  parting  her  hawser  from  its  leading  board  on  the  bow,  and 
striking  lightly  once  or  twice,  so  lightly  that  I  asked  if  she  had  not  struck, 
not  feeling  certain  of  the  fact.  Finding  the  vessel  afloat,  I  let  go  the  anchor, 
in  order  to  secure  our  safety,  and  to  enable  us  to  sound  out  the  channel  with 
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boata.     In  the  mean  time  the  Pawnee  tiad  sheered  off,  and  kid  in  seven 
fathoms  of  water. 

Our  coast  pilot  came  from  her  in  one  of  the  boats,  with  lead  and  line  pro- 
vided, which  he  did  not  use — an  omiseion  which  I  could  not  pardon,  and 
which  led  to  his  discharge  on  our  arrival  at  this.port. 

Following  a  boat,, we  sounded  our  way  through,  and  proceeded  on  our 
way,  under  tow,  without  further  difficulty.  Aa  the  pilot  went  through  that 
channel  from  choice,  and  as  it  is  the  usual  one  for  coasters,  I  did  not  suppose 
it  a  risk-— the  more  as,  at  the  time  of  our  going  through,  there  were  several 
other  vessels  in  transit.  At  8  p.  m.  a  aoathwest  breeze  sprang  up,  and  by 
eleven  blew  half  a  gale.  It  then  gradually  subsided  until,  at  daylight,  it 
was  almost  cairn.  The  rapid  variations  of  the  barometer,  as  well  as  rise, 
and  the  general  appearance,  showing  an  unsettled  appearance  of  weather,  I 
determined  to  go  into  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  arrived  off  the  bar  at  5 
p.  m,  of  the  1st  of  February;  but,  no  pilot  coming  off  until  dark,  we  anchored, 
and  entered  the  port  at  daylight  of  the  2d,  when  I  reported  our  arrival  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  stated  that  I  hoped  to  leave  that 
evening,  and  made  report,  as  per  general  order,  in  relation  to  the  vessel 
having  struck. 

We  coaled  without  delay  at  2  p,  m.  When  on  the  point  of  leaving,  the 
pleasant  northwest  breeze,  though  with  a  suspiciously  high  barometer, 
changed  to  an  easterly  gale,  which  blew  with  great  violence  until  the  6th, 
when  the  sea  was  so  heavy  on  the  bar  as  to  causo  yet  further  delay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  February  we  left,  again  in  tow  of  the  Pawnee. 
The  weather  gradually  becoming  pleasant  and  the  water  smooth,  at  3  a.  m. 
of  the  10th  we  anchored  near  the  outer  buoy  of  the  southeast  channel,  and 
at  8  a.  m.  came  into  this  port. 

The  at-eadiness  of  this  class  of  vessel  in  a  sea-way  is  remarkable — pur- 
chased, no  donbt,  by  the  disadvantage  of  a  great  strain  on  the  upper  works. 
Should  the  "  sponsons,"  now  being  placed  on  some  vessels  of  this  class,  not 
meet  the  expectations  of  the  department,  I  will  be  pleased  to  present  some 
ideas  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  vessel  and  engines  appear  to  be  well 
built,  and  that  I  believe  them  to  be  in  good  condition. 

Some  ideas  "in  relation  to  a  supposed  advantageous  mode  of  levelling 
and  pointing  guns  in  this  class  of  vessels"  I  will  he  pleased  to  submit  to 
you  upon  a  personal  inspection  of  the  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  AMMBN,  Commander. 

Gear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont, 

Gom'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Effects  of  shot  on  the  Montauk. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Fort  Boyat  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  February  19,  1863, 
Sir;  The  fleet  captain.  Commander  0.  R.  P.  Eodgers,  returned  this  evening 
from  Wassaw  and  Ossabaw,  where  I  had  sent  him.  At  the  latter  place  he 
saw  Commander  Worden,  and  examined  the  effects  of  the  enemy's  shot  on 
the  Montauk.  One  result  referred  to  by  him  had  previously  been  called  to 
my  attention,  though  I  have  not  yet  reported  it  to  the  department.  I  allude 
to  the  effect  of  shot  on  the  pilot-houae,  causing,  by  concussion  or  percuasion, 
the  large  nids  screwed  on  to  the  boUs  inside,  to  fly  off  with  great  violence, 
wrenching  off  the  end  of  the  bolt  itself ;  they  cross  the  pilothouse  and  re- 
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bound  from  the  opposite  side.  This  renders  the  pilot-house  most  dangerous, 
and,  indeed,  if  often  struck,  untenable;  and  such,  in  the  engagement  with 
the  Ogeecbee  battery,  was  almost  the  case  on  the  Montauk,  nearly  ten  of 
these  nuts  having  been  wrenched  from  the  bolts  as  above  stated. 

Our  machine-shop  has  been  at  work  making  new  bolts,  and  Commander 
Worden  would  like  to  have  them  all  replaced;  but  they  are  largo  and  heavy, 
and  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do  it  We  are  also  preparing  a  screen  of  boiler 
iron  to  go  around  the  pilot-houses. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  the  above  effect  was  produced  without  the 
round  head  of  the  bolt  outside  being  struck,  but  by  the  impact  of  a  shot  be- 
tween the  bolts,  not  weighing  over  a  32-pounder.  No  such  effect,  however, 
was  produced  on  the  turret. 

Thinking  the  department  would  like  to  have- these  facts,  I  write  them  ia 
haste  to  save  the  mail. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admird,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Passage  of  the  Nahani  to  Port  Royal. 

[Despatch  No  92—1863.] 

Flag- Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  February  24,  186!!. 
Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here,  on  the  20th  instant,  of 
the  United  States  steamer  State  of  Georgia,  having  in  tow  the  United  States 
iron-clad  steamer  Nahant. 

Enclosed  (marked  No.  1)  is  Commander  Downes's  report  of  the  passage  of 
the  Nahant  from  Hampton  Roads  to  this  port. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  under  which  she  arrived 
here,  left  this  port  yesterday  to  rejoin  the  blockading  force  off  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DTJPONT, 
Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

I  of  tlie  Ifavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Despalcli  No.  92,  1863.— Enolosure  No.  I.] 

No.  9.]  Uneped  SiArEs  Ibon-clad  Steamer  Nahant, 

Port  Boyal,  February  20,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  Port  Royal 
in  good  condition  this  day,  at  10.40  a.  m.,  after  a  passage  of  three  days  and 
fifteen  and  two- thirds  hours  from  Cape  Henry, experiencingduring  the  first  part 
of  the  passage,  until  we  had  passed  Cape  Fear,  rough  and  boisterous  weather, 
from  which,  however,  we  suffered  no  injury,  though  the  overhang  thumped 
forward  heavily  on  the  head  seas  off  Hatteras,  shaking  the  vessel  very  much. 
The  decks  leaked  badly,  and  considerable  water  forced  its  way  under  the 
turret,  wetting  the  belts  of  the  blowers,  causing  the  belts  to  stretch  and 
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break  or  tear  out  their  lacings,  putting'  evei-ybody  to  serious  inconvenience 
for  want  of  air  below,  besides  causing  instant  depression  of  steam  by  stop- 
ping draught  of  the  furnaces  by  constantly  neceseitatiug  the  stoppage  of  the 
blowers  to  repair  damages  to  the  belting.  To  guard  against  future  contin- 
gencies of  the  kind,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  ask  for  a  couple  of 
seta  of  gutta  pcrcha  belts,  and  recommend  that  all  vessels  of  that  class  be 
supplied  with  them  before  proceeding  to  sea. 

i  did  not  communicate  with  the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  as 
your  order  of  the  13th  instant  directed  me  to  do,  as  Commander  Armstrong, 
commanding  the  State  of  Georgia,  upon  consultation  before  leaving  Hampton 
Roads,  coincided  with  me  in  l£o  opinion  that  your  subsequent  telegraphic 
order  of  the  15th  instant,  "  not  to  stop  on  the  way  if  it  could  possibly  be 
avoided,"  forbade  our  losing  any  time  to  do  so,  which,  as  we  passed  Charleston 
in  the  night,  must  have  been  the  case  had  we  stopped  to  communicate. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN"  DOWNBS, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weu.eb, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Forwarded. 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  i&o. 


!e  lo  testing  the  Monitor  vessels. 

[Despatcli  No,  101,  1863.— Confidential  ] 

Plag-Suip  Wabash, 
Port  Eoyol  Earhor,  South  Carolina,  February  2t,  1863. 
Sir:  After  very  mature  deliberation,  I  have  determined  to  test  the  three 
iron-olads,  Patapsco,  Passaic,  and  Nahant,  on  the  Genesis  Point  battery,  on 
the  Ogeechee,  We  find  much  in  them  to  be  attended  to ;  and  on  a  trip  which 
I  made  in  the  Patapsco  up  the  Broad  river,  though  only  firing  each  gun 
twice,  some  important  matter  was  developed. 

This  operation  will  not  retard  the  great  work,  but  yield  us  advantages  in 
many  ways.  The  Weehawken,  I  hope,  will  be  ready  to  try  her  engine 
to-moi-row.     Great  expedition  has  been  made  on  her, 

I  hope  the  Catskill  will  be  along  soon.  These  irou-clads  require  so  much 
to  be  done  that  I  am  anxious  for  their  early  arrival.  The  army  is  not  ready, 
but  doing  its  best. 

Attempts  to  run  the  blockade  everywhere  are  increasing,  and  from  Fer- 
nandina  I  have  news  to-day  which  makes  me  wish  that  I  had  a  better  vessel 
there  than  the  Mohawk. 

Colonel  Townsend  will  inform  the  department  that  we  are  preparing  in 
every  possible  way,  working  day  and  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Naoy. 


ov  Google 
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Destruction  of  the  privateer  Nashville. 

Flag- Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0„  March  3,  1863. 

SiK  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  department  of  the  deBtrnction 
of  the  privateer  Nashville  while  lying  under  the  gucg  of  Port  McAlliator, 
on  the  Great  Ogeechee,  Georgia,  by  theMontank,  Commander  J.  L.  Worden, 
whose  enclosed  report  states  succinctly  the  interesting  particulars. 

The  department  is  aware  that  I  have  had  this  vessel  blockaded  for  eight 
montlia,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  extreme  vigilance  and  spirit  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  of  the  Wissahickon,  Acting  Lieutenant  Barnea, 
of  the  Dawn,  and  later  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Gibson,  of  the  Seneca, 
that  I  have  been  able  to  keep  her  ao  long  confined  to  the  waters  of  the 


For  several  months  the  Nashville  was  loaded  with  cotton,  but  though 
constantly  on  the  alert,  she  never  ventured  to  run  out.  She  then  withdrew 
up  the  Ogeechee,  and  reappeared  after  a  length  of  time  thoroughly  fitted  as 
a  privateer,  and  presenting  a  very  fine  appearance. 

Port  McAllister  was  strengthened,  the  river  staked,  with  a  line  of  torpe- 
does in  front  to  prevent  its  ascent  by  light  vessels,  to  cut  her  out.  She 
has  been  frequently  aeon  close  under  the  fort  ready  to  make  a  dash  if  the 
opportunity  offered,  or  was  quietly  waiting  for  an  iron-clad  to  tow  her  to 
sea. 

If  I  am  not  misinformed  she  had  a  heavy  rifle  gan,  on  a  pivot,  as  a  part 
of  her  armament,  was  proverbially  fast,  and  would  donbtless  have  rivalled 
the  Alabama  and  Oreto  in  their  depredations  on  our  commerce.  I  have, 
therefore,  never  lost  sight  of  the  great  importance  of  keeping  her  in,  or  of 
destroying  her  if  I  could.  I  have  accomplished  both  through  the  zeal  and 
TtgUance  of  my  gunboat  captains  mentioned  above,  and  the  quick  percep- 
tion and  rapid  execution  of  Commander  Worden,  who  has  thus  added  to  his 
already  brilliant  services. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Sear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


StpOTt  of  Comsnimier  John  L,  Worden,   of  the  Monlauk. 

IJinTED  States  Iron-clad  Montahs, 

Ogeechee  River,  Georgia,  February  28,  18G3. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  evening  the  enemy's  steamer 
Nashville  was  observed  by  me  in  motion  above  the  battery  known  as  Fort 
McAllister.  A  reconnoiseanco  immediately  made  proved  that  in  moving  up 
the  river  she  had  grounded  in  that  portion  of  the  river  known  as  the  Seven- 
mile  reach. 

Believing  that  I  could,  by  approaching  close  to  the  battery,  reach  and 
destroy  her  with  my  battery,  I.  moved  up  at  daylight  this  morning,  accom- 
panied by  the  blockading  fleet  in  these  waters,  consisting  of  the  Seneca, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Gibson,  the  Wissahickon,  Lieutenant  Commander 
Davis,  and  the  Dawn,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commander  Barnes. 

By  moving  up  close  to  the  obstructions  in  the  river,  I  was  enabled,  al 
though  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  battery,  to  approach  the  Nashville,  atil 
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aground,  withiu  the  distance  of  twelve  hundred  yards.  A  few  well-directed 
shells  determiced  tlie  range,  and  soon  succeeded  in  atrikiag  her  with  11-inch 
and  IB-inch  shells.  The  other  gunboats  maintained  a  Are  from  an  enfilading 
position  upon  the  battery  and  the  Nashville  at  long  range. 

I  Boon  had  the  satisfaction  of  observing  that  the  Nashville  had  caught 
five  from  the  shells  exploded  in  her  in  several  places,  and  in  less  than  20 
minutes  she  was  caught  in  flames  forward,  aft,  and  amidships.  At  9.20  a.  m. 
a  large  pivot  gun  mounted  abaft  her  foremast  exploded  from  the  heat.  At 
9.40  her  smoke  chimney  went  by  the  board,  and  at  9.55  her  magazine  ex- 
ploded with  terrific  violence,  shattering  her  in  smoking  ruins  ;  nothing 

The  battery  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  upon  this  vessel,  but  struck  her  bnt 
five  times,  doing  no  damage  whatever.  The  flro  upon  the  other  gunboats 
was  wild,  and  did  them  no  damage  whatever.  After  assuring  myself  of 
the  complete  destruction  of  the  Nashville,  I,  preceded  by  the  wooden  ves- 
sels, dropped  down  beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  In  so  doing  a 
torpedo  exploded  under  this  vessel,  inflicting,  however,  but  little  injury. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  this  final  disposition 
of  a  vessel  which  has  so  long  been  in  the  minds  of  the  public  as  a  trouble-, 
some  pest. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN, 
Convmanding,  Senior  Offi 
Kear-Admiral  S.  P.  DuPont, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Boyd,  Sonth  Carolina. 


Attack  on  Fort  McAllister. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Barbor,  S.  0.,  March  6,  1863. 

SiH :  The  department  has  already  been  informed  of  my  desire,  before  en- 
tering upon  more  important  operations,  to  subject  the  various  mechanical 
appliances  of  the  iron-clads  to  the  full  test  of  actjve  service,  and  to  give 
the  advantage  of  target  practice  to  the  officers  and  men  with  their  new 
ordnance.  For  this  purpose  I  had  ordered  a  concentration  in  the  Ogeechee 
of  such  of  these  vessels  as  were  ready  to  attack  Fort  McAllister,  and  se- 
cure or  destroy  the  Nashville., 

Before  this  concentration  could  take  place  the  Nashville  was  destroyed 
by  Commander  Worden,  in  the  Montauk,  the  particulars  of  which  occurrence 
I  reported  to  the  department  by  the  last  mail. 

The  iron-clads  having,  however,  arrived  in  Oasabaw,  I  directed  Captain 
Drayton,  of  the  Passaic,  to  go  on  with  the  attack  on  the  fort,  accompanied 
by  the  Patapsco  and  Nahant;  the  Montauk  having  been  three  times  under 
fire  of  the  fort,  and  sufiiciently  tested,  was  not  to  join  in. 

I  received,  last  evening.  Captain  Drayton's  detailed  report  of  his  eight 
hours'  bombardment,  with  a  statement  of  the  damage  done  to  his  vessel, 
and  also  the  reports  of  Commanders  Ammen  and  Downes  to  him,  all  of 
which  are  enclosed,  (marked  Nos.  1,  3,  3,)  and  I  think  will  be  read  with 
great  interest  by  the  department,  for  it  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  valuable 
information  has  been  elicited  and  most  important  data  obtained,  and  I  feel 
thankful  that  this  I  have  done  without  any  loss  of  life.  Except  that  the 
fort  might  possibly  protect  another  blockade  runner,  its  capture  was  of  no 
special  practical  importance. 
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The  injury  to  the  Montauk  from  the  torpedo  is  the  moat  serious  that  has 
occurred,  and  will  require  some  ten  days  to  repair,  but  the  department  ■will 
remember  the  invaluable  service  she  performed  while  receiving  it. 

I  think  it  worthy  of  mentioning'  that  this  bombardment,  so  fruitful  as 
giving  us  experience,  was  witnessed  by  Brigadier  General  Seymour,  the 
chief  of  artillen',  and  Captain  Duane,  the  chief  engineer  of  this  military 
department,  and  I  shall  be  able  to  receive  from  these  gentlemen  the  results 
of  their  observation,  which,  representing,  as  they  do,  special  branches  of 
the  military  service,  will  be  intoreating  and  important. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  speaking  of  Captain  Drayton, 
who  has  been  one  of  my  commanding  officers  since  October,  1861.     He  has 
performed  this  service  with  that  ability,  judgment,  and  calm  courage,  which 
have  ever  marked  hia  execution  of  my  orders. 
Terv  reepectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


R^orl  of  Captain  Percivd  Draylcn. 

United  States  Ikon-plad  Passaic, 

Ogeechee  Biver,  March  4,  1863. 
Sir;  I  wrote  a  short  report  last  evening,  after  my  return  from  the  attack 
on  Fort  McAllister,  and  will  now  make  one  more  in  detail.  A  list  of  the 
ammunition  expended,  of  the  injuries  to  the  vessel,  and  an  extract  from  the 
log,  I  enclose  with  this,  from  which  latter  you  will  peiceive  that  my  vessel 
was  under  fire  just  eight  hours.  I  was  directly  in  front  of  the  fort,  the 
guns  being,  as  we  looked  at  them,  in  the  centre  between  high  traverses  of 
earth,  which  were  on  each  aide.  These,  however,  as  we  were  placed,  had 
no  effect  in  protecting  either  guns  or  men.  The  latter  never  exposed  them- 
selves to  our  fire,  usually  discharging  their  pieces  either  while  we  were 
loading,  or  just  as  our  port  came  in  line,  and  before  the  guns  were  quite 
ready,  the  turret  being,  painted  black,  not  deceiving  them  any  more  than 
a,  different  color  had  done  in  the  first  attack  of  the  Montauk.  I  was 
as  close  to  the  fort  aa  the  pilot  (who  is  the  beat  on  the  liver,  as  was 
proved  in  this  case,  by  my  being  the  only  one  whose  vessel  was  not 
aground  when  the  tide  fell)  would  take  me,  and  as  high  as  the  Montauk 
had  been,  except  on  her  aecond  attack,  but  only  for  an  hour,  when  being  in 
twelve  feet,  as  I  rmderatand.  Captain  Worden  was  obliged  to  drop  down  to  a 
position  below  where  I  was  yesterday — a  rather  risky  operation,  too,  in  so  nar- 
row a  channel,  where,  had  the  vessel  grounded,  she  must  have  been  exposed 
below  the  side  armor.  This  being  the  case,  I  am  satisfied  that  twelve  feet 
cannot  be  carried  when  a  vessel  is  to  anchor  above  where  I  was.  The  chauuel 
is  close  to  the  marsh,  opposite  l«  the  fort,  and  as  the  piles  were  only  about  four 
hundred  yards  beyond  whei-e  I  was  lying,  I  don't  see  how  more  than  two  hun- 
dred yards  can  be  gained  neaier  to  the  fort  by  being  against  them,  as  the  river 
can't  be  crossed,  and  is  very  wide.  Certainly,  after  discussing  the  matter  with 
the  pilot  on  the  spot,  I  doubt  being  able  to  get  nearer  than  a  thousand  yards 
without  going  above  the  piles,  where  the  channel  crosses  over.  My  distance  I 
judged  to  be  twelve  hundred  yards,  from  the  following  data :  The  Xl-inch 
gun  was  very  carefully  elevated  by  a  spirit  love!  to  a  little  less  than  six  de- 
grees— this  is,  by  ordnance  manual,  fifteen  hundred  yards,  axis  of  bore  ten  feet 
above  the  water;  mine  was  not  four- — which  requires  a  deduction  of  one  bun- 
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drod  and  thirty  yards;  then  the  parapet  of  the  fort  Traa  at  least  twenty  feet 
above  the  water,  wliich,  requiring  about  half  a  degree  more,  will  bring  the  dia- 
tanco  about  what  I  have  stated  it;  then  shot  were  always  leas  than  five  aeconde 
in  reaching  me  &om  the  flash,  generally  four,  which  would,  considering  their 
greater  initial  velocity,  about  agree  with  my  calculation.  My  five  ■  second  fiizea, 
however,  usually  hurst  juat  before  reaching;  the  seven  after  striking.  The  pilot 
called  the  distance  a  thousand  yards. 

The  fort  is  very  solidly  built,  with  high  traverses  between  the  guna,  and 
raised  at  least  twenty  feet  above  the  river,  and  contained  seven  guns  and  an 
eleven-inch  mortar.  One  of  these  guns  was,  I  think,  destroyed;  the  others 
used  until  we  were  out  of  range.  Immense  holea  were  cut  into  the  earth,  the 
traverses  and  face  much  cut  away,  but  still  no  injury  done  which  I  think  a 
good  night's  work  would  not  repair,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  it  can  be  made 
untenable  by  any  number  of  iron-clads  which  the  shallow  water  and  narrow 
chaunel  will  permit  to  be  brought  in  position  against  it.  The  guns  are  one 
ten  inch,  a  shot  from  which  lodged  oa  the  top  of  ouv  turret;  one  heavy  rifle, 
about  a  hundred -pounder;  and  the  remainder,  I  should  judge,  thirty-twos,  with 
a  light  gun  throwing  bolts,  whict  would  be  aimed  at  any  one  showing  them- 
selves on  the  deck.  These  with  the  mortar  were,  however,  nothing  as  a  de- 
fence to  the  river  comparable  to  the  shallow  water  and  piles,  aa  was  proved  by 
my  being  exposed  to  their  fire  for  eight  hours  without  serious  injury;  hut  they 
answer  the  purpose,  which  is  simply  to  prevent  the  channel  being  cleared  of 
obstruction.  Our  three  mortar  Bchoonera  kept  up  a  fire  during  the  day  from 
about  four  thousand  yards  distance,  but,  so  far  as  I  could  observe,  without  the 
least  effect,  the  shells  generally  falling  short. 

The  firing  from  this  vessel  was  quite  good,  and  I  think  very  few  shots  missed 
striking  about  the  parapet  after  the  first  hour,  as  I  had  carefully  corrected  each 
one  up  to  that  time  from  outside  of  the  turret  oa  deck,  where  the  effect  could 
he  well  followed.  Although  the  attack  was  an  unsuccessful  one,  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  owing  to  any  want  of  zeal  and  attention  to  duty  on  the  part  of  either 
officers  or  men;  and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  N. 
MOlcr,  the  executive  officer,  afl  well  as  to  Acting  Master  S.  Huse,  who  attended, 
under  him,  to  the  management  and  pointing  of  the  guns,  and  whose  energy  and 
zeal  was  very  marked  on  this  occasion,  as  it  has  been  on  several  others. 

I  feel  very  much,  of  course,  the  failure  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  attack, 
which  you  had  intrusted  to  my  direction,  but  am  satisfied  that  the  natural  ob- 
ataeiea  are  such  as  to  render  another  just  as  little  likely  to  succeed.  The  ex- 
perience obtained  is  worth  something  in  fiiture  operations.  I  only  withdrew 
when  all  my  shell  with  fuzes  long  enough  to  reach  {or  over  five  seconds)  had 
been  expended,  and  when  the  crew  were  almost  beyond  further  work,  having 
been  occupied  for  eight  hours  at  the  guns  without  even  aa  intermission  to  eat ; 
and  then  1  should  have  remained  had  I  seen  the  least  sign  of  faltering  or 
slackness  of  fire  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  think  that 
it  was,  if  anything,  more  rapid  towards  the  last.' 

The  gunboats  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commander  Gibson,  Wisaahickon,  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Davis,  and  Dawn,  Lieutenant  Barnes,  were  anchored 
near  the  mortar  schoonere  in  signal  distance  of  us,  and  prepared  to  give  us 
assistance  had  any  been  required. 

Everything  about  the  guns  and  carriages  worked  to  my  satisfaction, 
except  that  the  box  round  the  XV-inch  gun,  on  examination,  was  found  to 
be  almost  detached  from  the  side,  owing  to  the  brealting  of  the  bolts  which 
secured  it  to  the  turret.  From  its  appearance  this  morning,  I  should'  think 
that  it  could  scarcely  stand  a  dozen  more  shots.  My  deck,  having  been 
very  badly  injured,  will  require  some  repairs  before  I  could,  1  think,  safely 
go  outside.  The  mortar  shell  which  fell  on  deck  over  the  bread-room  would 
undoubtedly  have  gone  through  had  it  not  struck  on  a  beam.     As  it  was,  it 
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has  completely  crnehed  in  the  planking  at  the  side  of  the  beam,  opening 
quite  a  hole  through,  and  had  it  been  loaded  with  powder  instead  of  sand, 
might  have  aet  the  vessel  on  tire.  I  have  measured  a  piece  of  it,  and  it 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  larger  than  ten-inch.  This  certainly  does  not 
say  much  foi  the  strength  of  the  deck,  the  injury  to  which  has  been  so  much 
more  serious  than  to  that  of  the  Montauk,  that  I  must  attribute  it  to  a 
worse  class  of  iron,  unless  heavier  guns  have  been  mounted  since  the  attack 
made  by  Commander  Worden. 

I  have  gone  into  greater  length  than,  perhaps,  would  be  required,  were  it 
not  that  iU  success  always  needs  much  explanation,  and  that  things  which 
relate  to  the  iron-clads  possess,  from  their  want  of  precedents,  an  interest 
not  otherwise  belonging  to  them. 

On  the  night  previous  to  the  attack,  Lieutenant  Commander  Gibson,  with 
his  boats,  swept  for  torpedoes  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  one  which  ex- 
ploded under  the  Montauk,  but  did  not  meet  with  any. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  my  pilot  was  the  same  one  who  had 
charge  of  the  Montauk  in  her  various  operations  in  this  river;  and  I  have  to 
thank  Commanders  Ammen  and  Downes  for  the  hearty  support  which  they 
gave  me. 

I  send  also  the  reports  of  Commanders  Ammen  and  Downes. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DEAYTON, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  present. 

Ecar-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Oom'g  S.  A.  S.  Squadron,  Fori  Boyal  Marbor,  Flag-Ship  Wohaxh. 


BepaH  of  lAeuienanl  Commander  J.  ff.  Miller  of  injuries  lo  Ihe  Passaie. 

TJkited  States  laoN-oLAn  Steamer  Passaic, 

Ogeeahee  River,  Georgia,  March  i,  1863. 

Sir;  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  injuries  we  received  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  McAllister. 

We  were  struck  nine  times  on  the  port  side  armor.  Three  of  these  were 
about  fifty  feet  from  the  bow,  and  within  the  distance  of  three  feet  from 
each  other.  They  made  indentations  of  two  inches,  carried  away  several 
bolts,  and  raised  the  adjoining  deck  plating  one  inch.  The  other  shots  in 
side  armor  made  indentations  of  about  one  inch,  without  injuring  the  bolts. 

On  deck  plating  we  received  thirteen  shots.  One  over  ward-room  store- 
room raised  the  plating  and  carried  away  several  of  the  bolts.  One  struck 
over  the  hammock-room,  near  the  turret,  crushing  in.  the  plating  and  deck 
planking,  causing  the. deck  to  leak  when  covered  with  water.  Two  shots 
struck  over  the  engine-room,  breaking  a  number  of  bolts  in  the  plating, 
which  it  also  broke  through  and  raised  the  ends.  A  10-inch  mortar  shell, 
loaded  with  sand,  struck  over  the  bread-room,  crushing  in  the  deck  plating 
and  planking.  It  struck  partly  on  a  beam  and  the  angle-iron  whicli  sup- 
ports it,  bat,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  these  are  not  injured.  The  remaining 
shots  on  deck  did  not  seriously  injure  the  plating. 

Five  shots  struck  the  turret,  making  indentations  varying  from  one-half 
inch  to  one  inch.     One  of  these  is  six  inches  below  the  XV-inch  port. 

Two  shots  struck  the  pilot-house,  carrying  away  three  of  the  bolts  and 
making  indentations  of  about  one  inch. 

One  shot  struck  tho  roof  of  the  turret  and  broke  one  of  its  beams  of  rail- 
road iron.     The  lower  part  of  the  amoke-atack  waa  struck  once  close  to  the 
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deck,  mafeing  an  indentation  of  one  and  ono-fourth  inch,  and  carrying'  away 
one  of  the  bolt  heads. 

The  concuaeion  of  the  XV- inch  {yun  broke  all  of  the  bolts  holding  the  side 
of  the  boK  to  the  tnrret,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  unless  the  bolts  are  replaced, 
that  a  few  more  fires  would  destroy  the  box,  one  side  of  which  is  much 
bulged  out.  The  bolt  holding  one  of  the  rollers  of  the  sliding  plate,  in  con- 
cussion box,  parted  during  the  action ;  but  aa  we  always  fired  at  the  same 
elevation,  the  plate  was  lashed  so  that  we  could  run  the  gun  in  and  out. 

DiTring  the  action  we  were  struck  thirty-four  times,  nine  of  which  were 
on  aide  armor,  thirteen  on  deck,  five  on  tnrret,  two  on  pilot-house,  one  on 
roof  of  tnrret,  one  on  smoke-stack ;  one  carried  away  pennant  staff  on  pilot- 
house, one  carried  away  boat-epar  aft,  and  one  the  out-rigger  forward. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  N.  MILLER,  Executive  Officer. 


Rq)ori  of  Cammmider  Daniei  Ananm,  qf  tke  Pufapsco. 

Iron- CI. AD  Patapsco, 
Ogeechee  Miver,  March  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  signal  at  8  a.  m,  of 
to-day,  the  Patapsco  was  got  under  way,  preceded  bj'  the  Passaic  and 
followed  by  the  Nahant,  and  at  about  8.30  a.  m.  anchored  below  Fort 
McAllister. 

The  enemy  immediately  opened  fire,  and  had  established  a  target  for 
range  on  a  marsh  near  the  spot  where  the  three  vesaels  anohoi'ed,  as  near 
each  other  as  was  possible  to  swing  clear  on  a  turn  of  tide.  Seven  guns 
were  visible  on  the  face  of  the  work,  protected  by  heavy  traverses,  and  in 
an  adjoining  wood  one  or  two  mortars  and  a  rifie  were  in  position,  and 
directed  their  fire  against  us. 

The  difficulty  of  approach  through  a  narrow  channel  and  the  shoalness  of 
the  water  evidently  left  you  without  a  choice  of  position.  Wo  followed 
your  movements,  and  after  firing  a  few  shells,  found  the  distance  from  the 
battery  greater  than  had  been  supposed. 

Wc  fired  deliberately,  and  finding  the  SV-inch  gun  required  more  eleva- 
tion than  is  desirable,  confined  ourselvca  for  some  time  to  the  use  of  the 

The  time  fuaea  of  the  rifio,  except  those  made  by  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, did  not  appear  generally  to  explode  the  shells,  and  the  percussion 
shells  did  not  explode  with  the  ordinary  percussion  musket  cap.  By  filing 
the  nipple  so  aa  to  receive  an  ordinary  cap,  few  failed  even  when  striking 
in  the  sand. 

Fourteen  SV-inch  and  forty-six  150-pound  rifle  shell  were  expended  by  us 
against  the  enemy. 

No  injury  was  sustained  by  this  veaael,  and  only  one  shot  was  known  to 
have  struck  the  deck.  Much  the  greater  part  of  the  firing  of  the  enemy  was 
directed  against  the  Passaic. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  appeared  very  much  cut  up.  The  parapet  was 
breached  in  several  places,  and  three  of  the  traverses  very  much  injured. 

When  the  Passaic  and  the  Nahant  swung  to  flood,  at  about  3  p.  m,,  we 
remained  across  the  tide,  and  I  saw  at  once  that  we  were  aground,  owing  to 
having  anchored  a  few  yards  on  the  port  quarter  of  the  Passaic  as  she  rode 
to  the  ebb.  A  rising  tide  and  working  the  engine  enabled  us  to  awing  about 
3.40  p.  m. 
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The  signal  by  whistle  to  get  under  way  was  not  understood  by  us,  and 
the 'flag  was  not  seen.     After  seeing  the  Nahaut  leave,  and  learning  verbally 
the  order,  I  got  under  way,  as  directed,  and  proceeded  to  this  anchorage. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  AMMEN,   Commander. 
Captain  Percival  Drayton, 

Jron-clad  Passaic. 


Efporl  of  Cannaander  John  Doionts,  qf  the  A'uSoni. 

Ieon-clad  N  ah  a  ST, 
Ossabaw  Sound,  March  i,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  participation 
of  this  vessel  in  the  attack  yesterday  upon  Fort  McAllister. 

Weighing  anchor  at  1.30  a.  m.,  the  commencement  of  ebb  tide,  in  com- 
pliance with  signal,  we  steamed  up  the  river,  preceded  by  the  Pfiasaic  and 
Patapsco,  and  at  8.30  grounded  in  close  vicinity  to  our  subsequent  anchorage,- 
and  after  the  two  leading  vessels  had  anchored;  but  by  backing  our  engines 
fortunately  got  afloat  again  before  the  tide  had  receded  sufficiently  to  make 
OS  a  fixture  until  the  next  high  water.  At  8.50,  whilst  still  aground,  we 
commenced  action  about  seventeen  hundred  yards  from  the  fort,  the  enemy 
having  opened  fire  about  ten  minutes  previously,  and  continued  it  subse- 
quently at  the  reduced  distance  of  about  fifteen  hundred  yards,  until  ordered 
by  signal  to  "discontinue,  and  drop  out  of  action,"  at  near  4  p.  m.;  during 
which  time  we  fired  thirty-two  XV-inch  shell  and  thirty-nine  Xl-inch  sheO, 
After  firing  ten  charges  of  thirty-five  pounds  fi-om  the  SV-inch,  with  all  the 
elevation  1  could  give  the  gun,  the  shell  falling  short  of  the  parapet,  and  not 
being  able  to  reduce  my  distance  from  tbe  fort,  I  considered  it  necessary  to 
increase  my  charge  of  powder  to  thirty-eight  pounds,  after  which  the  practice 
from  this  vessel  was  very  satisfactory,  and  the  effect  upon  the  earthwork 
opposed  to  us  apparently  very  damaging,  tearing  away  the  parapet  and 
traverses,  and  bursting  the  shells  with  great  certainty  inside  tbe  work,  and 
very  often  in  close  vicinity  of  the  guns. 

I  can  find  no  trace  of  this  vessel  having  been  struck  by  shot  during  the 
action;  indeed,  the  leading  vessel,  the  Passaic,  seemed  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  battery  almost  exclusively,  they  giving  us  only  an  occasional  shot, 
which  generally  passed  over.  A  mortar  planted  under  cover  of  the  woods 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  and  a  small  ri9ed  piece  or  two,  aimed  apparently 
at  persons  exposing  themselves  upon  the  deck,  paid  us  particular  attention, 
but  without  effect. 

At  various  times  daring  the  action  the  compressor  arrangements  of  the 
XV-inch  gun  became  disarranged,  the  gun  twice  revolving  so  far  in  that  it 
■was  with  great  difBculty,  and  once  only  with  the  assistance  of  a  jackscrew, 
that  we  forced  it  out  again;  and  at  the  twentieth  fire  the  rivets  of  the  brass 
guides  on  the  after  part  of  the  carriage  broke,  the  guides  falling  down  into 
Sie  turret  chamber  below,  without,  however,  disabling'  the  gun. 

At  the  thirty-ninth  fire  of  ihe  Xl-inch  gun  the  cast-iron  yoke  snapped  at 
the  outer  edge  of  the  port  trunnion,  thereby  effectually  disabling  the  gun 
until  another  yoke  is  supplied  to  us. 

I  estimated  the  armament  of  the  fort  on  the  water  faces  at  seven  guns — a 
large  rifie,  and  the  remainder  Vl-inch,  Vlll-inch,  and  X-inch  guns— besides 
o«e  or  two  smaller  rifles,  not  apparent  to  us,  except  from  their  execution, 
and  the  one  mortar  previously  mentioned. 
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The  bearing  of  the  officers  and  crew  waa  everything  I  had  expected  of 
them,  entirely  aatiefactory,  and  assuring  to  roe  that  under  any  circnm stances 
they  will  perform  their  dutiea  thoroughly,       ***** 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNES,  Commander. 
Captain  Pbrcital  Drayton', 

Com'g  Iron-dad  Passaic;  and  Senior  Officer  present,  Ogechee  Hiver. 


Arrival  of  the  CatskUl  ot  Port  Boyal. 
[DespafehNo.  117—1863.] 

Flag-Seip  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  March  1,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  inform  the  department  of  the  arrival  here  on  the 
5th  instant  of  the  Vnited  States  steamer  Bienville,  having  in  tow  the  United 
States  iroE-clad  steamer  Catskill. 

The  Bienville  will  leave  on  Monday  next  for  her  destination. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Oom'dg  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Chief  Engineer  Siimcra  coming  north  to  report. 
[DespatdiNo.  114— J863.] 

,  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Roy(A  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  March  7,  1863. 
Sm;  Chief  Engineer  A.  0.  Stimers  returns  north  in  the  Ericsson,  taking 
charge  of  my  despatches.  lie  was  on  board  the  Passaic  during  the  last  attack 
on  Port  McAllister,  and  is  anxious  to  report  his  experience  to  the  depart- 
ment. Though  his  services[are  valuable  to  me  in  the  repair  of  the  Monitors, 
I  have  concluded  to  let  him  go. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPOKT, 
Sear-Admird,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai-y  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Seport  of  survey  on  the  Montauk. 
[Despatch  Mo.  123—1863.] 

Flag-Ship  WABAan, 
Fori  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  1,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  the  survey  on  the  Montank, 
injnred  by  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo  on  the  28th  nitimo,  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Nashville.    Drawings  are  also  forwarded  herewith. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Mear-Admird,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Flag- Ship  Wabash, 
Fori  Boyal  Earbor,  8.  0^,  March  5,  1863. 
Gentlemen:  Ton  will  hold  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on  the  hull  of  the 
United  States  ivon-clad  MoDtauk,  and  report  to  me  in  triplicate  what  dam- 
ages she  has  sustained  from  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo  on  the  38th  ultimo, 
the  best  mode  of  repairing  the  same,  and  the  time  required  for  that  purpose. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Com'dg  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Chief  Engineer  Alban  0.  Stimees,  Ctief  Engineer  R,  McCleery,  U.   S. 
steamer  Wabash,  Mechanical  Engineer  Ebwasd  Fabok. 


[DespakLKo.  129,  1363.— Enclosure.] 

Pout  Eoyal,  South  Oabolina,  March  5,  1863. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  this  date,  we  have  examined  the  bot^ 
torn  of  the  iron-clad  Montauk  with  reference  to  the  injury  sustained  by  the  ex- 
plosion beneath  it  of  a  torpedo  in  the  Ogeechee  river,  and  we  beg  leave 
very  respectfully  to  report. 

The  explosion  took  place  beneath  the  back  end  of  the  port  boiler,  under 
a  part  where  the  ship's  bottom  is  very  flat. 

We  found  the  cast  iron  portion  of  the  boiler — blow-off  pipe — which  in  all 
iron  ships  it  is  considered  necessary  to  place  between  the  copper  pipes  and 
the  wronght  iron  of  the  ship's  bottom  to  prevent  galvanic  action,  which 
would  otherwise  take  place,  broken  off,  the  bottom  permanently  indented 
two  and  a  half  inches;  the  indentation  extending  five  feet  athwartship  and 
three  feet  fore  and  aft.  Tho  greatest  force  of  the  explosion  was  directly 
under  a  twelve-inch  floor,  along  beneath  which  the  plating  of  the  ship  is 
cracked  a  distance  of  two  feet  four  inches,  (2'  i"  ;)  thence  diagonally  aft 
and  toward  the  keel  one  foot  ten  inches  (1'  10",)  its  direction  being  indi- 
cated by  saying  that  it  extends  aft  nine  inches  (9",)  and  athwartships  one 
foot  eiglit  inches  (1'  8",)  the  diagonal  portion  of  the  crack  being  in  the  next 
8treak  togarboard.  This  twelve-inch  (12")  floor,  and  the  eixteen-inch  (16") 
one  forward  of  it,  are  warped  and  torn  somewhat  from  the  frames. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  ship  be  beached,  and  a  soft 
patch  tap  bolted  to  the  inside  of  the  cracked  plate;  that  the  floors  be  straight- 
ened and  refastened  to  the  frames,  and  that  a  wrought-iron  pipe  be  put  in 
place  of  the  cast-u'on  one  which  broke. 
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In  making  tbia  last  recommendation,  we  are  aware  that  we  are  departing 
from  what  is  considered  the  best  practice  in  iron  ehip-building  where  cop- 
per pipea  are  used,  and  that  a  torpedo  may  never  again  explode  with  that 
uice  adjustment  of  locality  and  force  which  may  break  a  cast-iron  pipe  and 
not  break  through  entirely  into  the  ship.  Tet  we  prefer  to  assume  that  thia 
may  occur,  and  to  suffer  the  certain  inconvenience  of  the  galvanic  action, 
than  to  replace  a  broken  part  with  material  which  will  certainly  be  broken 
upon  an  exact  repetition  of  the  accident. 

We  estimate  the  time  required  as  follows  : 

To  make  the  necessary  preparations 4  days. 

To  remain  on  the  beach 2     " 

To  complete  all  that  it  ie  p 


Total  time  from  date 10  davs. 


We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

ALBAN  0.  STIMEES, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  S.  Navy. 
E.  W.  McCLEERY, 

Chi^  Engineer  XJ.  S.  Navy. 
EDWARD  PARON, 

Mechanical  Engineer. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DdPokt, 

Commanding  South  AUaniic  SlocJrading  Squadron. 


Arrival  of  Ihe  Nantucket  at  Fori  Boyd. 
[Despatch  No.  132—1863.] 

FLAG-Snip  Wabash, 
Fart  Soyal  Sarbor,  S.  C,  March  15,  1S63. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  of  the  safe  arrival  this 
morniag  of  the  iron-clad  Nantucket  in  tow  of  the  Florida. 

Commander  Baukhead,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  will  return  immediately 
to  Hampton  Roads.     She  needs  twelve  hours  to  repair. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear- Admiral,,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


BequeUing  commanding  officers  of  iron-clads  to  make  suggestions  relative  to 
their  improvrnient. 

Navy  DEPAEiMEHr,  March  25,  1863, 
Sir:  The  department  desires  the  comma.ndinp;  ofScers  of  the  iron-clada  to 
report  frequently  with  regard  to  the  qualities  of  those  vessels,  and  to  make 
any  suggestions  which  experience  may  dictate  for  their  improvement. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam, 
Real-Admiral  S.  F.  DrPoKT, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Boyal. 
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Passage  of  Eeokiik  to  Port  Boyd. 
[Despatch  No,  156—1863.] 

Flag- Ship  Wabash, 
Port  noyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  21,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  the  arrival  here  yester- 
day afternoon,  in  good  order,  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Keokuk, 
accompanied  by  tiie  tug  Governor. 

Enclosed  (marked  No.  1)  is  a  copy  of  Commander  Ehind'a  report  of  the 
passage  from  Hampton  Koads  to  this  port.  She  will  be  ready  for  service 
in  three  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Pear-Admiral,  Oommanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G, 


[Enclosure  No.  1.— Despatch  Fo.  J56,  1863.] 

United  States  Steam  Battery  Keokuk, 

Port  lioyd,  March  36,  1863. 
SiH:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel.     We  left  Hamp- 
ton Roads  on  Sunday  evening  at  9  o'clock,  after  a  detention  of  several  hours 
hy  fog.    On  the  passage  down,  in  tow  of  ateam-tug  Governor,  we  had  rough 
weather  after  passing  Cape  Lookout  shoals. 

In  a  heavy  sea  the  vessel  rolls  deeply,  but  easily.  I  consider  her  a  good 
and  safe  vessel  at  sea. 

The  convoy  steamer  B.  B.  Hale  was  lost  sight  of  on  Tuesday  evening  in  a 
heavy  scLuall.  Wbcn  the  engines  are  worked  more,  and  in  good  order,  the 
Keotnk  will  be  able  to  go  without  convoy,  and  1  think  will  attain  a  speed 
of  over  nine  knots  in  smooth  water. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  EHIND,  Commander. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Calling  attention  to  request  for  report  upon  improvement  of  ironrclads. 

Navy  Depakthent,  May  1,  1863. 
Sib  :  On  the  25th  March  last,  the  department  requested  that  the  command- 
ing officers  of  the  iron-clads  should  report  frequently  with  regard  to  the 
qualities  of  those  vessels,  and  make  any  suggestions  for  their  improvement 
which  experience  might  dictate.  No  reports  having  been  received,  it  is 
thought  the  subject  may  have  been  overlooked. 


Very  respectfully,  &c., 


Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Boyd,  8.  G. 


GIDEON  WELLES, 
/  of  the  M 
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Injury  to  turret  of  the  Nakani. 

[Desptttoh  No.  311—1863.] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Earbor,  S.  0.,  May  3,  18G3. 
Sjb  :  T  herewith  enclose  copies  (marked  1  and  2)  of  the  reports  of  Oom- 
raacder  Dowries,  of  the  Nahant,  and  of  his  first  assistant  engineer,  P.  J. 
Lovering,  an  experienced  officer,  respecting  the  turret  of  that  vessel, 

I  also  enclose  (marked  No.  3)  a  slip  from  the  Baltimore  American,  written, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  either  by  Mr.  Pulton  or  Mr.  Stimers,  in 
which,  among  other  things,  it  is  stated  "  that  the  damage  done  to  the  Nahant, 
Passaic,  and  Weehawken,  the  only  vessels  of  the  fleet  materially  injured, 
was  completely  remedied  before  noon  on  Wednesday."  The  tuiTet  of  the 
Nahant  is  represented  to  have  been  wedged  by  a  shot  striking  it  at  the- 
lower  edge  where  it  comes  m  contact  with  the  deck." 

This  was  not  the  case  and  it  was  restored  to  working  condition  early- 
next  morning  by  Mr.  Farren  wSxo  f  jund  that  the  difficulty  was  in  the  socket 
of  the  turret  at  the  vei-y  bottom  ot  the  vessel  which  had  been  jammed  out 
of  its  place  by  a  heavy  cDucussion  m  the  uppur  edge  of  the  turret.  In  two 
hours  he  bad  it  revolving  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a  half  minute  to  the 
current. 

The  department  will  peicene  hy  the  rpports  of  Comraander  Downes  and 
Mr.  Lovering,  that  the  tuiiet  ot  the  Nahant  is  not  yet  in  working  order ; 
that  aa  late  as  the  38th  of  April,  with  thirty  pounds  of  steam  it  required 
two  minutes  and  forty  seconds  to  make  one  revolution,  and  that  when  the 
pressure  was  reduced  to  twenty-three  pounds  the  turret  stopped. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Ike  N'avy,  Washington. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.— Despatch  No.  911,  1863.] 

Iron-clad  Nahant, 
North  Edisto  River,  April  29,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  enclosed  the  report  of  the  senior 
engineer,  Mr.  Lovering,  npon  the  working  condition  of  the  turret  of  this 
vessel,  and  the  apparent  causes  of  its  unsatisfactory  performance,  by  which 
it  will  be  perceived  that  for  the  space  of  a  week  we  will  be  nnfitted  for  ser- 
vice. At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  however,  I  hope  and  think  the  obstacles 
to  the  moving  of  our  turret  will  have  been  removed,  and  this  vessel  ready 
for  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNES,  Commander. 
Eear- Admiral  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Oomvianding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.— Dcspafcli  Ho.  211,  I66S.] 

Iron-clad  N  ah  ant, 
North  Edisto  Paver,  AprU  28,  1863. 

SiE  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  this  forenoon,  haTing  cut  o«t  tho 
pieces  of  the  pilotrhousc  ring,  where  it  hound  the  base  of  the  house,  I 
turned  the  turret,  and  with  thirty  pounds  of  ateam  it  required  two  minutes 
and  forty  seconds  to  mako  one  revolution;  with  twenty-six  pounds  of  steam, 
three  minutes  and  eight  seconds;  and  where  the  pressure  was  reduced  to 
twenty-three  pounds,  5ie  turret  stopped. 

The  difBcnlty,  in  my  opinion,  is  caused  by  the  teeth  of  the  main  pinion 
and  wheel  washing  too  deeply,  and  by  the  after  or  fifteen-inch  gun  side  of 
the  turret  settling,  so  that  the  main  turret  beam  strikes  the  pinion  in  its  re- 
volution. To  remedy  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  the  main  pinion 
and  reduce  its  thickness  i'rom  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  dress 
the  teeth  of  the  pinion  and  cut  three  quarters  of  an  inch  off  the  end  of  the 
main   pinion  shaft.     With  the  facilities  at  hand  this  can  be  done  in  one 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

F.  J.  LOVEEING, 

Benior  Engineer. 
Commander  J.  Downes. 


[Endosuire  ITo.  3.— Despatch  No.  211, 1S63.] 

mPREGNAEILITT  OF  THE  MONrrORB. 

[Prom  IbH  BBlllmore  AmerioBn.J 

There  will  be  found  in  our  columns  this  morning  a  letter  from  Mr,  Erica- 
son  with  regard  to  the  test  of  the  atrength  of  the  fleet  of  Monitors  under 
the  walls  of  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  Having  witnessed  that  great  conflict, 
and  after  the  battle  visited  all  the  Monitors  engaged  in  it,  we  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  asserting  that  it  was  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  all  experienced 
observers  to  see  bow  little  they  were  really  injured.  They  were  scarred 
and  bruised,  and  their  smoke-stacka  penetrated  by  the  projectiles  literally 
rahied  on  them  by  the  enemy;  but  even  in  this  respect  not  one  of  them 
fared  as  badly  as  the  original  Monitor  in  her  conflict  with  the  Merrimack, 
No  one  doubted  her  entire  ability  to  renew  the  fight  nest  day,  and  our  en- 
tire fleet  of  Monitors  were  as  competent  to  return  to  the  walls  of  Sumtev  as 
she  was  to  meet  the  Men-imack. 

The  damage  done  to  the  Nahant,  Passaic,  and  Weehawken,  the  only  ves- 
sels of  the  fleet  really  injured,  was  completely  remedied  before  noon  on 
Wednesday.  The  turret  of  the  Nahant  is  represented  to  have  been  wedged 
by  a  shot  striking  it  at  the  lower  edge,  where  it  comes  in  contact  with  the 
deck;  this  was  not  the  case,  and  it  was  restored  to  working  condition  early 
nest  morning  by  Mr,  Parren,  who  found  that  the  difficulty  was  in  the  socket 
of  the  turret,  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  vessel,  which  had  been  jarred  out 
of  its  place  by  a  heavy  concussion  on  the  upper  edge  of  the  turret.  In 
two  hours  he  had  it  revolving  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a  half  minute  to 
the  cui-rent.  Some  of  the  bolts  of  her  pilot-house  were  broken,  but  there 
was  no  penetration  either  there  or  in  the  turret.  Her  deck  was  scarred,  her 
smoke-pipe  cut  through,  and  the  deepest  indentation,  (two  and  three-quarter 


ov  Google 


AEMORED   VESSELS.  197 

inches)  received  by  any  of  tlie  veeaela  made  in  her  turret,  but  she  could 
have  fought  aa  effectually  nuxt  day  ae  any  of  the  fleet. 

The  only  trouble  in  the  Passaic  was  the  protrusion  of  a  bolt-head  in  the 
turret,  which  prevented  one  of  the  slides  of  her  port  stopper  from  opening. 
A  cold  chisel  and  an  hour's  application  of  the  hammer  remedied  that  ob- 
struction. 

The  Weehawken  ■was  rnore  extensively  scarred  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy 
than  any  other  of  the  vessels,  and  her  deck  was,  at  one  point,  penetrated 
by  a  steel-point«d  rifle  shot  of  small  calibre.  This  shot  cut  a  groove  in  the 
deck  about  eighteen  inches  long  and  very  smooth,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
passed  underneath  and  into  one  of  the  coal  bunkers.  The  fracture,  however, 
was  very  small,  and  the  damage  of  no  account,  so  far  as  her  efficiency  was 
concerned.  The  side  armor  of  her  hull  was  also  severely  tested,  four  balls 
having  struck  on  the  upper  edge  within  a  space  of  two  feet.  Itpresen+ed,  at 
this  spot,  a  very  ragged  appearance.  Her  gallant  commander,  Captain  John 
Eodgers,  led  the  battle,  and  was  the  first  in  and  the  last  out,  and  never 
ceased  firing.  For  a  renewal  of  the  fight  she  had  received  no  real  injury. 
So  also  with  the  other  four:  the  Patapsco,  Catskill,  and  Nantucket,  and  Mou- 
tauk,  were  beautified  by  the  scars  of  war,  but  not  injured  in  the  slightest 
manner,  so  far  as  ability  to  renew  the  fight  was  concerned. 

As  to  their  steering  qualities,  they  are  unequalled  by  any  vessels  ever 
constructed.  We  have  sailed  side  by  aide  with  them  for  hundreds  of  miles 
on  the  ocean,  and  have  eoen  them  in  the  strong  tide-way  of  narrow  and 
shallow  channels,  and  never  heard  any  complaint  of  their  steering  quali- 
ties, until  we  read  accounts  in  tlie  New  York  papers,  in  their  attempts  to 
escuse  the  unsatisfactory  operations  of  the  naval  authorities  before 
Charleston. 

We  contend  that  this  first  practical  test  of  the  power  of  endurance  of  the 
iron-clad  Monitors  was  most  satisfactory,  and  that  there  was  no  more  rea- 
son for  not  renewing  the  conflict  nest  day  than  there  would  have  been  for 
not  commencing  it  on  the  previous  day.  It  was  regarded  by  most  of  those 
who  witnessed  it  as  a  most  satisfactory  reconnoissanoe,  showing  the  entire 
capacity  of  the  Monitors  to  withstand  such  a  concentrated  fire,  and  the  ina- 
bility of  the  enemy  with  the  most  powerful  of  modern  projectiles  to  pene- 
trate their  armor. 


Belalive  to  forwarding  suggestions  of  officers  commanding  iron-dads. 

[Despatcli  No.  130—1863  ] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyat,  South  Carolina,  May  11,  1365. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  department's  des- 
patch of  May  1,  referring  to   a  previous  despatch,  in  which  the  command- 
ing officers  of  the  iron-clads  were  directed  to  make  suggestions  ae  to  their 
improvement, 

A  copy  of  the  original  despatch  was  immediately  delivered  to  these  offi- 
cers, and  an  answer  has  been  prepared,  which  I  had  expected  to  have  for- 
warded by  this  mall. 

It  will  bf  sent  by  the  next  steamer. 

Very  lespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F,  DUPONT, 
Mear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  JB.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiTiEOK  Welles, 

Searelary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0.  /-—  i 
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Telegraphic  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Atlanta. 
[Telagtam  at  WaisUngton— June  23,  1863.] 

Newport  News,  June  23,  1863. 
Tour  telegram  juat  received.  Admiral  DuPont  sent  Weehawken,  John 
Eodgers,  and  Nahant  down  to  Wasaaw  sound  to  look  ont  for  the  Atlanta. 
June  ntii,  at  6  a.  m.,  Atlanta  came  down,  accompanied  by  two  gunboats. 
The  engagement  was  exclusively  between  the  Wechawken  and  Atlanta. 
The  latter  mounted  four  of  the  Brooke  rifles,  two  of  seven-inch  on  bow  and 
stern  pivots,  and  two  of  six-inch,  one  on  each  side.  Slie  could  fight  two  of 
the  former,  and  one  of  the  latter,  on  a  side.  Kodgers  engaged  at  close  quar- 
ters. The  first  fifteen-inch  shot,  fired  by  himself,  took  off  the  top  of  At- 
lanta's pilot-house,  and  wounded  two  of  her  three  pilots.  Another  fifteen- 
inch  shot  struck  half-way  np  her  roof,  iron-plated,  four  inches  thick,  killing 
one  and  wounding  seventeen  men.  Eleven  shots  were  fired  in  all- — five  by 
Weefaawken,  six  by  Atlanta.  The  latter,  aground,  surrendered.  The  fight 
was  short  ;  the  victory  signal.  The  Weehawken  sustained  no  injury  of  any 
sort.  Atlanta  steers  well,  and  made  six  knots,  against  a  head  sea,  going  to 
Port  Eoyal.  She  was  completely  provided  with  instruments  and  stores  for 
a  regular  cruise.  She  had  a  ram,  a  saw,  and  a  torpedo  on  her  bow.  Ex- 
Lieutenant  W.  A,  Webb  commanded  her.  Her  complement  was  one  hon- 
drcd  and  sixty-five  souls.  Her  wounded  were  left  at  Port  Koyal.  The  Atlanta 
is  said  to  have  come  down  confident  of  capturing  the  Monitors  easi}y,  and 
her  consorts,  filled  with  spectators,  were  prepared  to  tow  them  to  Savannah. 
She  will  soon  be  ready  for  service  under  the  flag  of  the  Union. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Bear  Admiral. 
Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/  of  the  Navy. 


Capture  of  rebel  iron-clad  Atlanta. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Fori  Boyal  Harbor,  So-ath  Carolina,  June  11,  1863. 
Sib:  Having  reason  to  believe  that  the  Atlanta  and  other  rebel  iron-clads 
at  Savannah  were  about  attempting  to  enter  Warsaw  sound,  by  Wilmington 
river,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  blockading  vessels  there  and  in  the 
sounds  further  south,  I  despatched,  some  days  ago,  the  Weehawken,  Cap- 
tain John  Rodgers,  from  this  port,  and  the  Nahant,  Commander  J,  Downes; 
from  North  Edisto,  to  Warsaw,  where  the  Cimmerone,  Commander  Drake, 
was  maintaining  the  inside  blockade. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  to  the  department  that  this  morning  the 
Atlanta  came  down,  by  Wilmington  river,  into  Warsaw  sound,  and  was 
captured.  This  information  has  just  been  received  in  a  telegram  from  Port 
Pulaski,  sent  by  Captain  John  Eodgers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DTJPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Eon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyat  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  June  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  mailing  my 
despatch  (No,  316)  I  have  received  further  details  of  the  capture  of  the  At- 
lanta, sent,  through  the  kiadnese  of  Colonel  Barton,  by  telegraph  from  Fort 
Pulaski. 

The  Atlanta,  Captain  William  Webb,  came  down  this  morning,  via  Wil- 
mington river,  to  attack  our  vessels  in  Warsaw,  accompanied  by  two  wooden 
steamers,  filled,  it  is  said,  with  persons  as  spectators.  The  Weehawken, 
Captain  John  Rodgers,  at  once  engaged  her,  firing  in  all  five  shots,  three  of 
which  took  eflfect,  penetrating  her  armor,  and  killing  or  wounding  the  crews 
of  two  guns.  Two  or  three  of  the  pilots  were  also  badly  wounded,  and  the 
pilot-house  broken  «p  whereupon  the  vessel  grounded,  and  immediately  af- 
ter surrendered.  The  Weehawken  was  not  hit.  The  armament  of  the  At- 
lanta was  two  seven-inch  and  two  six-inch  guns.  She  ia  but  slightly  in- 
jured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

S<icre(ary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 

P.  S. — The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Atlanta  numbered  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  persons. 


Flag- Snip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  June  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  I)  the  interesting 
report  of  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the  Weebawken,  of  the  capture,  on  the 
nth  instant,  of  the  confederate  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  better  known  as 
the  Pingal,  as  well  as  the  report  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  and  the  report  of 
Commander  Downes,  of  the  Nahant,  who  participated  in  the  capture,  marked 
No.  2. 

The  Fingal,  in  a  dense  fog,  ran  the  blockade  of  Savannah  a  few  days  af- 
ter the  Port  Royal  forts  were  taken,  in  November,  1861.  She  has  been 
closely  watched  ever  since,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Nashville,  the  long 
and  ceaseless  vigilance  of  my  officers  has  been  rewarded.  The  Atlanta  is 
now  in  Port  Royal  under  the  American  flag,  having,  unaided,  steamed  into 
this  harbor  from  Warsaw. 

The  department  will  notice,  in  this  event,  how  well  Captain  Rodgers  has 
sustained  his  distinguished  reputation,  and  added  to  the  list  of  the  brilliant 
services  which  he  has  rendered  to  his  country  during  the  rebellion.  It  will 
be  my  duty  to  recapitulate  those  services  which  have  taken  place  during  his 
connexion  with  my  command  in  another  communication. 

Commander  Downes,  with  his  usual  gallantry,  moved  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible towards  the  enemy,  reserving  his  fire  until  he  could  get  into  close  ac- 
tion, bat  lost  the  opportunity,  from  the  brief  nature  of  the  engagement,  of 
using  his  battery, 

I  have  been  told  that  the  confederate  government  considered  the  Atlanta 
as  the  most  efficient  of  their  iron-clads. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Atlanta,  with  the  exception  of  the  wounded 
and  one  of  the  surgeons,  have  been  transferred  to  the  United  States  steamer 
James  Adger  to  be  conveyed  to  Fortress  Monroe,  A  list  is  herewith  en- 
closed, marked  No,  3. 
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I  cannot  close  this  despatch  witbout  calling  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment to  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  Acting  Master  Benjamin  W.  Loving, 
especially  recommended  by  Captain  Rodgers.  I  trust  that  the  department 
will  consider  his  eervieea  as  worthy  of  consideration, 

I  forward  herewith  (marked  Nos.  i,  5,  and  6)  the  list  of  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  Weeliawken,  Nahant  and  Gimmerone. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  DUPONT. 
Bear-Admiral,  Gowmumding  8.  A.  S.  S^uOidron. 
Hon.  GinsoN  WeliiEs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


SqicTi  of  Capidin  John  Sobers,  aymmandiitg  United  Stda  sUamer  Weehawhai. 

United  States  Steamer  Webhaween, 

Warsaw  Sound,  Georgia,  June  17,  1863. 

Sis :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  at  4.10  an  iron-clad 
vuasel  was  discovered  coming  down  at  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  river;  also 
two  other  steamers,  one  a  side-wheel  and  the  other  a  propeller. 

Beat  to  quarters  and  commenceil  clearing  the  ship  for  action.  At  4.20 
slipped  the  cable  and  steamed  slowly  down  towards  the  northeast  end  of 
Warsaw  island.  At  4.30  turned  and  stood  up  the  sound,  heading  for  the 
iron-clad,  which  at  this  time  was  discovered  to  iiave  the  rebel  flag  flying. 
The  Nahant,  having  no  pilot,  followed  in  our  wake.  At  4,55  the  enemy, 
being  about  one  and  a  half  mile  distant,  fired  a  rifle  shot,  which  passed 
across  our  stern  and  struck  near  the  Nahant.  At  this  time  the  enemy  was 
lying  across  the  channel  waiting  our  attack.  At  5.15,  being  distant  from 
him  about  300  yards,  we  commenced  firing. 

At  5.30  the  enemy-hauled  down  his  colors  and  hoisted  the  "white  flag;" 
we  having  flred  five  shots,  steamed  near  the  iron-clad,  and  ordered  a  boat  to 
be  sent  alongside.  At  5.45  Lieutenant  Alexander  came  on  board  to  surren- 
der the  confederate  iron-clad  Atlanta.  He  reported  the  vessel  agromid  on 
the  sand  spit  that  makes  to  the  southeast  from  Cabbage  island.  Shortly  af- 
terwards Captain  W,  A.  Webb  came  on  board  and  delivered  np  his  sword. 
Sent  a  prize  crew  to  take  charge  of  the  vessel,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  D.B.  Harmony,  of  the  Nahant;  sent  also  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander J.  J.  CornweU,  of  this  vessel,  and  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer 
J.  G.  Young,  to  take  charge  of  the  engine. 

About. this  time  the  Nahant  came  in  collision  with  this  vessel,  striking  hor 
eighteen  inches  from  the  end  of  forward  overhang,  starting  apart  the  armor 
at  the  stern  two  inches  on  the  top,  tapering  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch  at 
water-line,  extending  down  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  and  detaching  the  armor 
from  the  sides  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  a  distance  of  sis  feet,  tapering  to 
nothing  at  seven  feet  from  the  stern.  The  deck  plating  on  the  forward  end 
of  overhang  is  curved  np  twenty-two  inches  in  length,  the  wood  beneath 
being  somewhat  crushed. 

On  examination  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  been  struck  four  times — 
first  on  the  inclined  side  by  a  15-inch  cored  shot,  which,  although  fired  at  an 
angle  of  50  degrees  with  her  keel,  broke  in  the  armor  and  wood  backing, 
strewing  the  deck  with  splinters,  prostrating  about  40  men  by  the  concus- 
sion, and  wounding  several  by  broken  pieces  of  armor  and  splinters.     One 

The  second  shot,  11-inch  solid,  sti'uck  the  edge  of  overhang,  (knuckle,) 
doing  no  damage,  except  breaking  a  plate  or  two. 
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The  third  shot,  15-iiich  cored,  sti'uck  the  top  of  the  pilot-house,  knocking 
it  off,  wounding  two  pilots,  and  stunning'  the  men  at  the  wheel.  The  fourth 
shot,  supposed  to  be  the  11-inoh,  struck  a  port  stopper  in  the  centre,  break- 
ing it  in  two,  and  shattering  it  very  much,  driving  many  fragments  in 
tbrough  the  port, 

At  8.30  the  engine  of  the  Atlanta  was  reversed  by  Engineer  J.  G-.  Young, 
and  the  vessel  backed  off  into  deep  water,  whore  she  was  brought  to  an 
anchor. 

The  wounded,  16  in  number,  were  removed  to  the  steamer  Island  City, 
which  had  been  kindly  brought  over  from  Fort  Pulaski  by  Colonel  Barton, 
United  States  army. 

The  ofBcers  of  tbe  vessel  were  sent  to  the  tug  Oleander,  and  a  portion  of 
the  crew  to  the  United  States  steamer  Cimmerone  for  transportation  to  Port 
Eoyal. 

The  Atlanta  was  found  to  have  mounted  two  6-iiich  and  two  T-inch  rifles; 
the  6-iiich  in  broadside,  the  1-inch  working  on  a  pivot,  either  as  broadside  or 
how  and  stem  guns.  There  is  a  large  supply, of  ammunition  for  these  guns, 
and  other  stores  said  to  be  of  great  value  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
vessel. 

There  were  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  as  per  muster-roll,  31 
officers  and  134  men,  iacluding  28  marines. 

The  captured  confederate  officers  told  me  that  they  thought  we  should 
find  the  speed  of  the  Atlanta  reach  ten  knots.  They  believe  her  the  strongest 
iron-clad  ia  the  confederacy,  and  confidently  anticipated  taking  both  the 
Nahant  and  the  Weehawken. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  admirable. 

Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Cornwell  did  his  duty  zealously  and  effi- 
ciently. Acting  Master  Benj.  W.  Loring,  whom  I  recommended  for  promo- 
tion for  gallant  behavior  under  the  fire  of  Port  Darling,  served  the  guns 
admirably,  as  the  result  shows.  His  energy  and  coolness  were  everything 
which  could  be  wished.  Executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Commander  J,  J, 
Cornwell,  informs  me  that  on  the  berth  deck  the  powder  and  shell  divisions, 
under  Acting  Master  C.  0.  Kingsbury,  wore  the  aspect  of  exercise  so  com- 
pletely that  no  one  would  have  thought  the  vessel  was  in  action. 

The  engine,  under  the  direction  of  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  James 
G-.  Young,  always  in  beautiful  order,  was  well  worked.  Mr.  Young  has,  I 
hope,  by  his  participation  in  this  action,  won  the  promotion  for  which,  on 
account  of  his  skill  and  valuable  services,  I  have  already  recommended  him. 

In  a  word,  every  man  in  the  vessel  did  his  duty, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGEBS,  Captain. 

Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  DdPont, 

Comananding  South  Allantio  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  of  the  late  confederate  iron-clad  steamer 
Atlanta: 

*W"illiam  A.  Webb,  commander;  *J.  W.  Alexander,  1st  lieutenant;  *A1- 
fonse  Barbot,  2d  lieutenant;  G.  H.  Arleage,  3d  lieutenant;  P.  L.  Wrag,  mas- 
ter; *A.  L.  Freeman,  surgeon;  L.  L.  Gtbbs,  assistant  surgeon;  J.  Macon, 
paymaster;  *&.  H.  Johnson,  1st  assistant  engineer;  W,  F.  Worrell,  2d  assist- 
ant engineer;  L.  G.  King,  3d  assistant  engineer;  J,  S.  West,  midshipman; 
R.  J.  Peters,  midshipman,  Wm.  McBlair,  master's  mate;  T.  B.  Travers,  gun- 
ner; R,  J.  Thurston,  1st  lieutenant  marines;  G.  W,  Casey,  paymaster's  clerk, 

^Late  of  the  United  States  navy, 
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Seport  of  Commander  John  Dovmss,  commaiiding  United  States  steamer  Nahmt. 

United  States  IroN'«lad  Steamer  Nahant, 

Warsaw  Sound,  June  18,  1863. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the  participa- 
tion of  this  vessel  in  the  capture  of  the  rebel  iron-ciad  steamer  Atlanta,  cap- 
tured by  the  Weehawken  and  Nahant  yesterday  morning  in  these  waters. 

The  Atlanta  was  first  discovered  at  early  dawn  about  three  mites  distant, 
standing  towards  us,  coming  out  from  the  Wilmington  river,  and  rapidly 
approaching.  At  first  she  was  mistaken  for  onr  usual  visitor,  a  steamer 
that  had  reconnoitred  us  daily  about  this  hour,  but  a  few  moments  sufficed 
to  show  us  the  true  character  of  the  vessel,  and  we  instantly  commenced 
iweighiug  anchor  and  clearing  ship  for  action.  The  Weehawken,  slipping 
her  cable,  passed  us,  standing  ont  seaward,  at  about  4.i5  a.  m.  clearing  sliip 
for  action,  and  in  a  few  moments,  our  anchor  being  weighed,  we  followed 
in  her  wake.  At  this  time  the  Atlanta  fired  the  first  shot,  which  passed 
close  to  our  pilotrhouae.  The  Weehawken  having  at  this  time  turned,  waB 
approaching  the  enemy,  who  continued,  however,  to  direct  his  fire  upon  us, 
though  without  effect.  At  5  a.  m.  the  Weehawken  closed  with  the  enemy 
and  opened  Are  on  him  with  accuracy,  this  vessel  approaching  at  the  time 
with  the  intention  of  ranaing  him  aboard  before  delivering  fire ;  but  at  the 
fourth  lire  of  the  Weehawken  the  enemy  struck  and  hoisted  the  white  flag, 
the  firing  ceasing  after  one  more  shot  from  the  Weehawken,  this  vessel 
not  having  had  the  satisfaction  of  expending  one  shot  iu  reply  to  the 
enemy's  fire,  which  had  been  directed  exclusively  at  her. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Harmony  proceeded  on  board  the  prize  at  5.30, 
taking  possession  and  hoisting  the  American  ensign. 

During  the  action  two  of  tbe  enemy's  armed  steamers  were  in  sight  up 
the  river,  crowded  with  people,  apparently  observing  the  progress  of  events, 
who  steamed  off  up  the  river  when  the  result  was  attained. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men,  was,  as  usual,  everything  that  could 
be  desired.  Acting  Ensign  Clark,  though  quite  sick  and  under  doctor's 
charge,  proceeded  to  his  station  at  the  first  call,  and  remained  there  until 
the  affair  was  decided. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNBS,  ■ 

Captain  Joes  Rodgers, 

Senior  Officer  present,  United  Slaies  Steamer  Weehawken. 


Etjiort  of  mnxy  upon  the  hull,  armor,  i;c.,  of  the  Atlanta. 

Flag- Ship  Wabash, 
Fort  Boyd  Earhor,  S.  G.,  June  25,  1868. 

Siii:  The  department  has  been  informed  in  previous  despatches  of  the 
capture  of  the  confederate  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  ordered  a  strict  and  careful  survey  to  be  made  of 
her  hull,  armor,  roachinery,  armament,  &c.,  {enclosed,  marked  No.  I,)  and  I 
herewith  submit  the  report  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  (marked  No.  2,)  as 
well  as  a  drawing  made  of  the  vessel  by  Second  Assistant  Engineer  P.  E. 
Voorhees,  of  this  ship,  and  a  pencil  sketch  by  Mr.  Xanthus  Smith,  Commander 
Corbin's  clerk. 

I  also  forward  herewith  a  survey  upon  the  paymaster's  stores  of  the  prize, 
(marked  No.  3,)  part  of  which,  as  the  department  will  perceive,  are  reported 
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as  of  good  quality  and  fit  for  use  in  the  storekeeper's  department  of  the 
Bquadron;  the  rest  of  the  stores  are  not  considered  suitable  for  tliat  purpose, 
and  it  is  recommended  that  they  be  sold.  May  I  ask  the  department  to  give 
special  directions  whether  they  may  be  disposed  of  here,  if  practicable,  or 
whether  they  should  be  sent  north.  I  will  forward,  by  the  next  mail,  the 
report  showing  in  detail  the  quantity  and  character  of  the  ammunition  found 
on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Hear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ihe  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Fori  Boyd  Harbor,  S.  C.  June  20,  1863. 
Gentlemen':  You  will  please  make  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on  the  late 
confederate  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  describing  her  hull,  armor,  macbinery, 
armament,  ammunition,  the  injuries  to  the  vessel  by  the  shot  from  the  Wee- 
hawken,  the  repairs  necessary  to  be  made,  and  the  general  internal  arrange- 
ment of  the  vessel  for  light  and  ventilation.     You  will  report  in  duplicate. 
Eespectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DTJPONT, 
Sear- Admiral,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Captain  Wm.  R.  Tayloh,  Commander  0.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  Chief  Engineer  Rob't 
Danby,  Lieutenant  A,  S.  Mac 


TJkited  States  Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royd  Harbor,  June  32,  !863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  dated  20th  instant,  we  have  held  a  strict 
and  careful  survey  on  the  late  confederate  irou-ciad  steamer  Atlanta,  and 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

1st.  We  find  that  this  vessel  was  originally  an  iron  merchant  steamer, 
called  the  Fingal.  She  has  been  cut  down,  so  as  to  leave  the  deck  about 
two  feet  above  the  water  with  her  present  draught.  A  casemate  rises  from 
this  deck,  sufBciently  large  to  accommodate  four  guns,  the  sides  and  ends 
of  which  are  inclined  at  an  angle  of  about  39°  with  the  horizon.  The  top 
is  flat,  and  the  roof  of  the  pilo^hou8e  extends  over  it,  pyramidally,  to  a 
height  of  about  three  feet.  The  deck  overlaps  the  original  iron  hull  six 
feet  on  each  side,  tapering  towards  the  ends  of  the  vessel,  and  projecting 
beyond  them.  The  sides  are  protected  by  timber,  running  from  a  point 
several  feet  below  the  water-line  to  the  edge  of  the  deck,  forming  a  heavy, 
solid  overway  of  wood  and  armor. 

The  armor,  four  inches  in  thickness,  is  composed  of  two  layers  of  3-inch 
rolled  iron  plates,  seven  inches  wide,  the  inner  of  which  runs  horizontally, 
and  the  outer  vertically.  Thev  are  secured  to  a  backing  of  oak,  three  inches 
thick,  and  of  pine  fifteen  ini.,hes  thick  by  bolts  one  inch  and  a  quarter  in 
diameter,  countersunk  on  the  outailo  of  the  armor,  and  drawn  up  on  the  in- 
side of  the  vessel  by  nuts  and  washers  Wherever  the  bolts  pass  through, 
a  space  is  left  between  tlio  hoiizoutal  plates,  which  is  filled  in  with  oak 
plank,  to  avoid  the  cspi,nse  ind  tiouble  of  drilling  through  more  than  one 
layer,  as  we  suppose. 

The  bow  terminates  m  an  iron  beik  or  ram,  which  forms  a  part  of  the 
stem.  A  wooden  pole  connected  with  an  iron  lever,  capable  of  being  lowered 
below  the  water  and  raised  •igain  at  pleasure,  projects  beyond  the  ram,  and 
carries  at  its  end  a  percussion  toipedo  iOOqIc 
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There  are  three  port-Iiolea  on  each  side,  and  one  at  each  end.  The  bow 
and  stern  guns  are  pivoted  bo  as  to  work  at  tbe  end  or  at  either  of  the  near- 
est broadside  port-holes.  The  broadside  guns  are  not  opposite  to  each  other. 
Each  port-hole  is  defended  by  an  iron  shutter  made  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  armor  of  the  vessel,  except  that  the  two  layers  of  plates  are  strongly 
riveted  together.  The  shutters  are  hung  upon  a  pivot  in  one  of  the  upper 
corners,  and  maybe  raised  by  a  chain  from  one  of  the  lower  corners,  passing 
through  the  side,  and  attached  to  a  tackle  on  the  inside  of  the  vessel.  When 
the  tackle  is  let  go,  the  shutter  will  fall  into  its  place  by  its  own  weight,  and 
close  the  porthole. 

The  dimensions  are  as  follows: 

Extreme  length,  204  feet;  extreme  breadth,  41  feet;  draught  of  water,  15 
feet  9  inches. 

The  battery  deck  is  of  great  strength.  It  appears  to  be  of  solid  timbers 
seventeen  inches  thick,  resting  on  beams  ten  inches  thick. 

2.  The  machinery  consists  of  two  cylinders,  thirty-nine  Inches  in  diameter 
and  thirty  inches  stroke.  The  engines  are  vertical  and  direct  acting,  with  a 
surface  condenser.  There  is  one  "flue  tubular  boiler,"  having  four  furnaces — 
two  at  each  end  of  the  boiler.  There  are  also  one  auxiliary  boiler,  thr^ 
steam  pumps,  a  blowing  engine,  and  pans.  The  engines  were  built  by  James 
and  George  Thomas,  of  Glasgow,  in  1861. 

3.  The  armament  is  composed  of  two  Vll-inch  and  two  Vly^Q-iuch  rifled 
guns  of  the  Brookes  pattern,  and  they  all  bear  the  marks  of  the  Tredegar 
foundry. 

The  rifling  consists  of  seven  grooves,  each  of  which  is  formed  by  a  curved 
cnt,  starting  from  the  bore,  running  below  it  to  a  depth  of  about  ten  inches, 
and  then  returning  to  the  boro  upon  an  increased  curve.  The  nest  groove 
commences  where  the  last  terminates. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  principal  dimensions  : 

Vll-inch.        Tl^inch. 

Extreme   length inches..     141,00  143.00 

Length  to  base   ring  to  muzzle inches..      124.25  131.00 

Length  from  base  ring  to  end  of  cascabel, , .  .inches. .       22.75  21.00 

Diameter  of  cylinder inches..       .^1.30  24.65 

at  rimbases inches..       31.40  24.75 

at  muzzle .' inches. .        14  15  10.19 

Thickness  of  wrought^iron  sleeve inches. .  2.00  2.00 

Length  of  wroughtiron  sleeve inches.  .       30,25  30.00 

Weight  of  wTOughtiron  sleeve pounds.      18,300  9,300 

The  chambers  of  the  guns  are  conical.  The  guns  are  not  turned;  their 
exteriors  are  in  the  same  condition  in  which  they  left  the  mould.  There  is 
no  chipping  about  the  rimbases;  but  the  metal  runs  from  their  faces,  in  a 
curve,  to  the  proper  diameter  on  the  vertical  plane  between  them.  [ 

The  elevating  screws  are  similar  to  those  in  use  on  board  our  own  ships. 
The  breech  sights  ai'e  described  in  the  ordnance  service  as  of  the  Brookes 
pattern.  The  bar  slides  through  the  boxes,  with  an  angle  in  front;  the 
graduation  is  in  yards  on  one  side,  and  in  degrees  on  the  other. 

The  locks  correspond  nearly  with  those  in  use  on  the  modern  navy  guns. 

The  Vll-inch  guns  are  mounted  on  pivot  carriages  resembling  our  own 
very  nearly.     They  traverse  on  iron  circles. 

The  Tl^-inch  gnus  are  mounted  on  Marsilly  carriages,  differing  in  some 
trifling  particulars  from  our  own  standard.  The  port-holes  are  so  small  as 
to  admit  of  very  slight  lateral  training,  and  of  an  elevation  not  to  exceed 
from  5"  to  1°. 

i.  Owing  to  the  extreme  heat  and  foul  air  prevailing  in  the  shij>,  but  a 
alight  examinatio  n  could  be  made  of  the  ammunition.    It  will  be  necessar 
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to  remove  it  before  it  can  be  safely  overhauled.  It  is  estimatci],  however, 
tbat  the  quantity  will  not  vary  far  from  135  to  150  rounds. 

The  powder  ia  stowed  in  wooden  tanks,  and  consists  of  8,  10,  12,  14,  and 
16  pound  charges,  There  are  two  magazines — one  forward  and  the  other 
abaft. 

We  find  on  board  various  classes  of  projectiles  for  the  guns  :  solid  shot, 
shells  with  percussion  and  time  fuzes,  shells  marked  Robbins's  fluid  shells 
for  Vll-inch  rifles,  and  a  quantity  of  grape  and  canister  for  the  VlY*oinch 
rifles.     The  following  are  the  weights  and  lengths  of  the  shot  and  shell  : 


Kinds  of  projectiles. 

VK-inch. 

Yl^-inch. 

Length. 

Weight. 

Length. 

Weight. 

Inchei. 
16 
15J 
12 
14 

100 
114 

12a 

Lba. 

m 

The  shot,  shells,  and  sman-arra  ammunition  are  so  scattered  about  the 
vessel,  and  some  of  those  articles  are  in  such  insecure  places,  that  no  exact 
report,  or  even  satisfactory  examination  of  them,  can  be  made  until  they  are 
collected  and  classified. 

The  same  remark  applies  equally  to  small-arms,  locks,  sights,  g«n-imple- 
metits,  &;c.,  &c.,  which  are  scattered  promiscuously  about  the  vessel. 

5.  For  the  reason  assigned  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  report,  we 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  ship  be  thoroughly  broken  out,  and 
all  storra  in  every  department  be  collected  where  they  can  be  examined,  and 
an  accurate  account  be  taken  of  them.  At  present  any  report  upon  them 
must,  necessarily,  be  very  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory. 

6.  The  ship  requires  thorough  cleansing;  at  present  she  is  in  great  disor- 
der. It  is  impossible  that  any  one  could  remain  below  the  battery  deck  for 
any  length  of  time  without  serious  inconvenience,  if  not  danger,  on  account 
of  the  foul  air  prevailing  there.  The  officers'  apartments,  as  well  as  the 
berth  deck,  are  very  imperfectly  ventilated,  rendering  them  almost  unin- 
habitable in  hot  weather;  the  heat  upon  the  latter  is  almost  insupportable, 
owing  to  the  galley  being  placed  there.  Before  employing  this  vessel  in 
our  own  service,  we  would  strongly  recommend  that  measures  be  taken  to 
provide  light  and  air  below. 

T.  The  machinery,  generally,  is  in  good  condition,  and  requires  but  slight 
repairs  to  fit  it  for  service.  There  are  marks  of  four  shot  upon  the  hull. 
One  XV'inch  struck  the  aide  of  the  casemate  on  a  line  with  the  port-holes; 
it  broke  the  armor  completely  through,  although  ita  course  was  somewhat 
oblique.  The  wooden  backing  was  much  splintered,  and  several  bolts  wore 
drawn  from  their  places.  It  has  left  a  large  hole  entirely  through  tho  armor 
and  backing,  though  the  shot  itself  did  not  pass  through. 

Another  shot  struck  the  midship  port  shutter  on  the  starboai-d  side,  break- 
ing both  layers  of  plates,  and  indenting  the  armor  beneath.  The  course  of 
this  shot  was  more  oblique  than  that  of  the  former, 

A  third  shot  struck  the  top  of  the  pilot-house,  broke  the  heavy  iron  cast- 
ing that  formed  it,  and  displaced  several  plates  below  it,  breaking  and  in- 
'     ' "   5  them,    A  fourth  shot  struck  the  edge  of  the  overway  ai)out  amid- 
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shipB  on  the  starboarcl  sido;  it  broke  and  displaced  several  plates,  but  did 
not  penetrate  Ihetn,     The  direction  of  thia  shot  was  very  oblique. 

The  amoke-stack  has  a  hole  through  it,  caused  by  a  splinter  from  the  port 
shutter. 

All  necessary  repairs  to  the  hull  can  be  made  in  a  few  days,  with  but 
triflinfi'  expense. 

8.  One  feature  in  thia  Tesael  ia  particularly  noticeable,  and  that  is  the 
roughness  of  all  the  work  about  her.  No  expense  has  been  incurred  for 
finish  or  ornament.  The  comfort  of  the  crew,  and  its  sanitary  condition, 
appear  to  have  been  totally  disregarded.  Effloiency  in  battle  seema  to  have 
been  the  sola  point  aimed  at. 

9.  The  armor  appeals  to  have  been  made  of  English  railroad  iron  rolled 
into  ita  preaent  shape ;  in  some  of  the  fracturea  it  has  broken  off  almost  aa 
short  as  if  it  Lad  been  cast  iron.  The  pine  backing,  it  is  probable,  does  hot 
possess  the  best  qualities  for  resistance,  being  very  brittle,  and,  in  conae- 
(jiieace,  dangerous  to  those  inside  of  the  casemates. 

10.  As  chronometers  and  other  nautical  instruments  were  found  on  board, 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  this  vessel  was  intended  for  sea  purpose. 

11.  Drawings  accompany  this  report,  which  will  show  the  general  appear- 
ance of  .the  ship,  and  some  of  her  arrangements. 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  EOG-ERS  TAYLOR,  Captcdn  U.  S.  Navy. 

G.  E.  P.  RODGERS,  Commander. 

ROBERT  DANBY,  Fleet  Engineer  V.  S.  Navy. 

A.  J.  MACKENZIE,  Ueulmard  U.  S.  Mvij. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 
Gomd'g  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Note  — The  bacting  of  the  ai 
ot  oak,  lans  vertitally;  fha  ne; 


Survei/  on  clothing  and  small  stores  on  board  the  Atlanla. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  19,  1863. 
Gentlemen  :  You  will  please  to  hoid  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on  the 
provisions,  clothing,  and  small  stores  on  board  the  prize  rebel  iron-clad  At- 
lanta, ascertain  their  quantity,  appraise  their  value,  and  report  the  proper 
disposition  to  be  made  of  them,  reporting  in  triplicate. 
Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DTJPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Comd'g  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Paymaster  Feank  C.  Cosby, 

United  Slates  Steamer  Ve^'viont. 
Paymaster  R.  J.  Riosarcson, 

United  States  Steamer  Wabash. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  J.  S.  Isaacs, 

United  Stales  Steamer  Vermout. 

TTkited  States  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Boyal,  South  Carolina,  June  23, 1863. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  19th  instant,  hereunto  appended, 
we  have  held  a  strict  and  careful  survey  upon  the  paymaster's  stores  of  the 
priae  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report,  via ;  i  -  \ 
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PROVISIONS. 


26  barrels  bread,  2,21t  pounds,  at  4.68  cents |103  76 

1  barrel  flour,  196  pounds 8  10 

3  barrels  rice,  586  pounds,  at  8.56  cents 50  16 

1  keg  dried  apples,  104  pounds,  at  8  cents 8  32 

Part  keg  dried  apples,  10  poands,  at  8  cents 80 

Fart  chest  peas,  25  pounds,  at  IT  cents 19  25 

2  barrels  vinegar,  about  50  gallons,  at  12.19  cents 6  09 

Part  barrel  vinegar,  about  10  gallons,  at  12.19  cents 1  22 

Which  we  find  to  be  of  good  quality,  _and  recommend  to  be  turned  into  the 
storekeeper's  department  of  this  squadron  for  issue.     Also — 

12  barrels  pork,  value  $15 SS130  00 

14  barrels  beef,  value  $U 196  00 

1  barrel  hams,  318  pounds,  value  10  cents 21  80 

3  barrels  bacon,  515  pounds,  value  ^  cents 36  05 

2  barrels  flour,  value  $5 10  00 

6  barrels  peas,  14t  gallons,  value  13|  cents 18  S"! 

Which  are  of  medium  quality,  and  are  recommended  to  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  captors  of  the  Atlanta. 


28  blue  cloth  round  jackets,  value  $3 $84  00 

3  ■white  duct  overahirts,  value  90  oents 2  tO 

154  white  cotton  undershirts,  value  50  cents....,, IT  00 

141  pairs  cotton  drawers,  value  50  cents 13  50 

38  pairs  mixed  cotton  trowsers,  value  50  cents.. ^ 14  00 

10  white  blankets,  value  $1  t5 17  50 

15  seamless  woollen  caps,  value  90  cents 13  50 


t  jack-knives,  value  10  cents 10 

25  tin  pots,  value  3  cents 75 

17  tin  pans,  value  4  cents 68 

CONriNGENT. 

8  boxes  candles,  400  pounds,  value  16  cents 64  00 

All  of  wlikh  we  recommend  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  ihe 
articles  not  being  of  the  kind  or  quality  to  issue  in  the  navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

FRANK  C.  GOSBY,  Paymaster. 
E.  J.  EICHAEDSON,  JPaymaster. 
JOHN  S.  ISAACS,  Acting  Asaistani  Paymaster. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  P.  DtjPoht, 

United  States  Navy,  Flag- Ship  Wabash. 


H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 U 
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Aj^raisal  of  value  of  the  Ailanla  and  her  tguipmenlt,  and  inKtutory  of  orimimix  ani  wdnmiU  (torsi. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Fort  Boyd  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  July  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  the  report  of  a  board  of  survey  ap- 
pointed to  appraise  the  value  of  the  hull,  machinery,  ordnance,  ordnance  stores, 
provisions  and  small  stores,  and  equipments,  of  the  prize  iron-clad  steamer 
Atlanta.     The  whole  valuation  amounts  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents,  (?350,829  36.) 
I  also  forward  herewith  an  inventoryof  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
(marked  No.  2,)  the  survey  on  the  provisions  and  small  stores,  (marked  No. 
3,)  and  the  survey  on  equipments  and  stores  in  the  master's,  boatswain's, 
sailmaker's,  and  carpenter's  departments,  (marked  No.  4.) 

I  have  also  forwarded  by  this  mail,  to  the  department,  the  flags  of  the 
Atlanta,  the  muster-roll  of  that  veeeel  and  the  Georgia,  and  the  log-book  of 
the  Atlanta, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
liear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

y  of  thff  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


United  States  Ship  Hous atonic. 
Port  Boyal  Sarbor,  July  1, 1863. 
Sik;  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th  ultimo,  we  have  made  a  "  careful 
and  accurate  appraisement  of  the  value  of  the  captured  confederate  iron- 
clad steamer  Atlanta,  including  therein  her  hull,  machinery,  ordnance,  ord- 
nance stores,  provisions  and  small  stores,  and  equipments,"  all  of  which  we 
present  below,  under  those  heads,  respectively: 

Hull S250,  000  00 

Machinery 80,  000  00 

Ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  &c 14,  022  91 

Medical  stores 20  00 

Provisions,  clothing,  and  small  stores 1,  012  85 

Equipments  and  stores  in  the  master's,  boatswain's,  sailmaker's, 

and  carpenter's  departments ,  . . . .  5,  TtS  50 

Total  valuation 350, 829  36 


We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  EOGBRS  TAYLOR,  Captain. 

ROBERT  DANBY,  Fket  Engineer. 

A.  S.  MACKENZIE,  Lieut,  and  Executive  Officer. 

CHARLES  BOARDMAN,  Carpenter  V.  S.  N. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  IhrPoNT, 

Coimnanding  S.  A.  B,  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  B.  G. 
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"United  States  Ship  Hotjbatonic, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  June  30,  1863. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th  instant,  we  have  mado  a  careful 
and  accurate  inventory  of  the  ordjiance  and  ordnance  stores  on  fcoard  the 
captnred  confederate  iron-ciad  steamer  Atlanta,  and  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  foHowing  report: 

Two  7-inch  pivot  guns,  weighing  15,305  and  15,163  pounds;  two  Gj-^i"'^^ 
broadside  guns,  weighing  9,110  pounds  each 

The  above  are  rifled  guns  of  the  Brookes  pattern. 

Two  pivot  carriages  and  slides  for  T-inch  guns,  complete,  including  ten  slide 
and  carriage  levers;  four  pivot  bolts;  twoelevating  screws;  four  compressors; 
two  Marsiify  carriages  for  broadside  guns,  complete,  including  two  elevating 
screws;  sixty-nine  l-inch  rifie  shot,  cast,  Tennessee  sabot;  sixty-four  l-inch 
rifle  shot, wrought,  hollow  bottom ;  fifty-three  6^inch  rifle  shot,  cast, Tennessee 
sabot;  twenty  five  6jViMch  rifle  shot,  wrought,  hollow  bottom;  ninety  T-inch 
percussion  shell,  loaded  and  fuaed,  Tennessee  sabot;  seventeen  1-inch  per- 
cussion shell,  loaded,  not  fuzed,  Tennessee  sabot;  seventeen  T-inch  Eobbins's 
fluid  shell,  percussion,  Tennessee  sabot;  nine  6^inch  Robbins's  fluid  shell, 
5"  time  fuze,  Tennessee  sabot;  ten  6^inch  Robbins's  finid  siiell,  10"  time 
fuze,  Tennessee  sabot;  three  6T^-inch  Robbins's  fluid  shell,  15"  time  fuae, 
Tennessee  sabot;  fifty-five  SA-inch  percussion  shell,  loaded  and  fuacd, 
Tcnncesee  sabot;  eighteen  6^inch  shell,  loaded,  5"  time  fuze,  lead  sabot; 
eighteen  6Ju-ioch  shell,  loaded,  10"  time  fuae,  lead  sabot;  one  T-inch  Bob- 
bine's  fluid  shell,  10"  time  fuze,  Tennessee  sabot;  throe  T-inoh  shell,  empty, 
Tenneeaee  sabot. 

The  greater  part  of  the  above  shells  are  in  boxes. 

Seventeen  6.j*j-inch  grape-shot;  seventeen  e^'o-inch  canister. 

113  charges  for  T-icch  guns,  12  pounds  each 1,344  pounds. 

TT  "  "  "         14  "  1,018       " 


116  "  "  "         12  "  1,392       " 

Loose  cannon  powder 150       " 

Powder  in  good  condition 5,  984       " 

Ton  charges  for  T-inch  guns,  13  pounds  each,  (damaged,)  120  pounds; 
one  hondred  and  twelve  cartridge  bags  for  T-inoh  charges,  12  pounds; 
seventy-seven  cartridge  bags  for  T-inch  charges,  14  pounds;  sixty-five 
cartridge  bags  for  T-inch  charges,  16  pounds;  eighty-seven  cartridge  bags 
for  6^jj-inch  charges,  8  pounds;  forty-six  cartridge  bags  for  Clinch  charges, 
10  pounds ;  one  hundred  and  twenty-^is  cartridge  bags  for  6  j%-inch  charges, 
12  pounds;  forty-two  wooden  f  owder  tanks,  200  pounds;  two  boring  bits; 
six  priming  irons;  five  fuze  wrenches;  three  vent  punches;  one  tent  drill; 
twenty  gun  tackles,  (not  serviceable;)  two  T-inch  truckings;  three  6j*Q-inch 
truckings;  six  breeching  pins;  nine  passing  boxes,  (only  one  serviceable;) 
one  T-inch  ladle;  one  6yV'"*'1'  ladie;  two  T-inch  gun  scrapers;  two  6i%-incli 
gun  scrapers;  one  T-inoh  worm,  with  guide  rings;  one  6^^g-inch  worm,  with 
guide  rings;  tlu'ee  T-inch  rammers;  three  6y*g-inch  rammers;  three  T-inch 
woollen  sponges,  with  Robinson's  worm;  three  6y*g-iiich  woollen  sponges, 
with  Robinson's  worm;  three  rubber  handspikes;  nine  ordinary  handspikes; 
twenty  boarding  pikes;  two  sponge  caps;  twenty-three  Enfield  rifles,  calibre 
.53,  (three  broken;)  eleven  United  States  muskets,  calibre  .69;  thirty  May-r  ^ 
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nard's  rifles,  breech-loading;  elevert  sabre  bayonets,  Enfield;  twenty-one 
sabre  bayonets,  Sharpe's  pattern;  twenty-eig'ht  sabre  bayon.et  scabbards; 
thirty-six  cap  pouches;  forty-nine  cartridge  bos6B;  twenty-nine  waist  belts; 
two  arm  cheats;  two  cutlaBses,  old  pattern;  one  cutlass,  new  pattern;  nine 
cartridge-formers;  twenty-sis  wipers  for  Maynard's  rifles;  twenty-nine 
bullet-monlds  for  revolvers ;  three  bullet-moulds  for  muskets;  twenty-five 
screwdrivers;  nineteen  screwdrivers  and  cone  keys;  five  hundred  revolver 
cartridges,  (packages  broken;)  one  bag  of  bullets;  one  box  of  bullets  for 
Maynard'^  rifles,  (two  hundred;)  five  padlocks;  two  fuze  wrenches;  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  friction  tubes;  thirteen  hundred  cannon-primers; 
fifteen  metal  stock  fuzes;  seven  cannon  locks;  four  cannon  locks,  strings 
and  toggles;  four  breech  sights  and  screws,  metal;  five  wooden  truck 
sights;  four  reinforce  sights  and  screws,  metal;  seven  vent  punches;  five 
worms  for  sponges;  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  musket  cartridges;  five 
torpedoes;  six  torpedo  fuzes;  four  boxes  rifle  cartridges,  (five  hundred 
good;)  twenty-one  cartridge  pouches;  one  pistol  holster;  one  primer  box; 
twenty-three  rockets,  (damaged;)  one  box  blue-lights,  (damaged.) 

Except  such  articles  as  are  specially  noted  in  the  foregoing  inventory, 
these  equipments  and  stores  are  in  good  condition,  requiring  but  slight 
overhauling  and  repairs  to  fit  them  for  immediate  service. 

Wo  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ROGERS  TAYLOR,  Captain. 

WILLIAM  REYNOLDS,  Commander. 

A.  S.  MACKENZIE,  Lieutenant,  Exec.  Officer. 
Rear-Admiral  S,  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  J?.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 


ijifitnitfr'/  of  slvres  in  carpmter's,  sailmakir's,  hoaisxBain' a,  and  jnaaier's  departiaeuls . 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Eoyol  Harbor,  Soidh  Carolina,  June  20,  1863. 
Gentlemen:  Tou  will  make  a  careful  inventory  of  the  stores  in  the  car- 
penter's, sailmaker's,  boatswain's,  and  master's  departments  of  the  prize 
iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  and  appraise  the  value  of  the  same. 

Ton  will  also  superintend  their  ti'anshipment  to  the  storeship  Valparaiso, 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  A.  S.  Gardner. 
Acting  Ensign  John  Blitz. 
Sailmaker  John  Joins. 


United  SrATES  Ship  "Valparaiso, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  Sovth  Carolina,  June  33,  1863. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  20th  Jnne,  herewith  annexed,  we 
have  made  a  careful  inventory  of  the  stores  in  the  carpenter's,  sailmaker's, 
boatswain's,  and  master's  departments  of  the  prize  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta, 
and  respectfully  report  as  follows: 
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BAILMAKER8 

Taluation. 


Eighty  new  hammocks $100  00 

Four  hundred  yarda   old  cauvaa 10  00 

Two  old  boat  sails 3  00 

___. $113  00 


boatswain's 

Fifty  pounds  spun  yarn 5  00 

forty  oars IS  00 

Seven  boal>hooks 3  00 

Seventy-five  fatiroms   l-inch  maniila 5  00 

Fifty  palmetto  brooms 10  00 

38  00 

Carpekter's  department. 
One  tool-cliest,  witli  tools 10  00 

master's  departhent. 

Three  gallons  spirits  turpentine 5  00 

One  binnacle  and  compass 5  00 

One  broken  barometer 2  50, 

. 12  50 

Total  appraisal 113  50 


Also,  aquantity  of  old  blocks,  tackle,  and  rigging,  and  old  iron,  worthless 
Vei-y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

A.  8.  OARDNEE,  Acting  Master. 

JOHN"  BLITZ,  Acting  Enidgn. 

JOHN  JOINS,  SaUmaker. 
Reiir-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont. 


CongTcilvlatory  letter  to  Captain  John  Rodgers  en  tlie  capture  of  the  Allantia. 

Navy  Depastuent,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  17th  instant,  announcing  the  capture  of  the 
rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Fingal,  aZios  Atlanta,  has  been  received. 

Although  gallantly  sustainedby  Commander  John  Downes,  of  the  Nahant, 
the  victory,  owing  to  the  brevity  of  the  contest,  was  yours,  and  it  gives  me 
unaffected  pleasure  to  congratulate  yon  upon  the  result. 

Every  contest  iti  which  the  iron-clads  have  been  engaged  against  iron- 
clads has  been  instructive,  and  affords  food  for  reflection.  The  lessons  to  be 
drawn  are  momentous. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1862,  there  were  lying  at  anchor  at  Hampton  Roads 
the  first-class  steam  frigates  Eoanoke  and  Minnesota,  the  sailing  frigates 
Congress  and  St.  Lawrence,  the  razee  Cumberland,  and  several  gunboats. 
In  the  presence  of  this  formidable  force,  representing  the  highest  offensive 
power  of  the  wooden  navy,  boldly  appeared  the  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  M( 


C,Ol 
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rimacfe;  and,  notwithstanding  the  broadsides  poured  into  iier  by,  and  the 
heroic  defence  of,  the  Congress  and  tlie  CumberlsEd,  these  two  wooden  ycs- 
sels  were  easily  destroyed,  and  the  fate  of  the  others  waspnly  reserved  for 
the  morrow.  During  the  night,  however,  the  Monitor,  the  first  vessel  of  her 
class,  arrived,  and  on  the  9th  of  March,  when  the  morning  mists  lifted  and 
showed  the  Merrimack  and  lier  wooden  consorts  approaching  to  complete 
the  work  of  destruction,  our  defence  consisted  not  in  the  great  ships  that 
were  still  afloat  and  their  numerons  heavy  guns,  but  in  a  single  small  iron- 
clad vessel  armed  with  two  guns.  History  hag  recorded  the  conrage  and 
skill  of  Commander  John  L.  Worden,  who,  disappearing  in  the  smoke 
of  the  advanced  fleet,  dispersed  and  put  to  flight  their  wooden  steamers, 
turned  at  bay  the  Merrimack,  grappled  with  that  formidable  monster,  and 
drove  her  back  into  Norfolk,  and  kept  her  there  antil  the  evacuation  of  that 
place  led  the  rebels  to  destroy  their  famous  iron-clad,  rather  than  encounter 
and  risk  her  capture  by  her  puny  antagonist.  The  lessons  of  that  contest 
taught  us  the  jnadequaty  of  wooden  vessels  and  our  existing  ordnance  to 
meet  armored  hhips  For  inland  operations  the  Monitor  turret  was  imme- 
diately adopted  and  the  fifteen-inch  gun  of  Rodman,  being  the  only  gun  of 
greater  weight  thin  the  eleven-inch  yet  tested,  was  ordered  to  be  placed  in 
the  turrets  of  the  vessels  that  were  constructing.  The  result  of  this  policy 
is  developed  in  the  ictiun  through  which  you  have  just  passed.  In  fifteen 
minutes,  and  with  four  shots,  you  overpowered  and  captured  a  formidable 
steamer,  but  slightly  inferior  to  the  Merrimack — a  vessel  that,  the  preceding 
year,  had  battled,  with  not  very  serious  injury  to  herself,  against  four 
frigates,  a  razee,  and  for  a  t'me  with  one  Monitor,  arfflod  with  eleven-inch 
guns — thus  demonstrating  the  offensive  power  of  the  new  and  improved 
Monitors  armed  with  guns  of  fifteen-inch  calibre. 

Your  eariy  connexbn  with  the  Mississippi  flotilla,  and  your  participation 
in  the  projection  and  construction  of  the  first  iron-clads  on  the  western 
waters — your  heroic  conduct  in  the  attack  on  Drury's  Bins'— -the  high  moral 
courage  that  led  you  to  put  to  sea  in  the  Weehawken  upon  the  approach  of 
a  violent  storm,  in  order  to  test  the  sea^going  qualities  of  these  new  craft, 
at  the  time  when  a  safe  anchorage  was  close  under  your  lee — the  brave  and 
daring  manner  in  which  you,  with  your  associates,  pressed  the  iron-clads 
under  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor,  and  there 
tested  and  proved  the  endurance  and  resisting  power  of  these  vessels,  and 
your  crowning,  successful  achievement  in  the  capture  of  the  Fingal,  alias 
Atlanta,  are  all  proofs  of  a  skill,  and  courage,  and  devotion  to  the  country 
and  the  cause  of  the  Union,  regardless  of  self,  that  cannot  be  permitted  to 
pass  unrewarded.  To  your  heroic  daring  and  persistent  moral  courage, 
beyond  tliat  of  any  other  individual,  is  the  country  indebted  for  the  develop- 
ment, under  trying  and  varied  circumstances  on  the  ocean,  under  enormous 
batteries  on  land,  and  in  successful  rencontre  with  a  formidable  floating 
antagonist  of  the  capabilities  and  qualities  of  attack  and  resistance  of  the 
Monitor  class  of  vessels  and  their  heavy  armament,  For  these  heroic  and 
serviceable  acts  I  have  presented  your  name  to  the  President,  requesting 
him  to  recommend  that  Congress  give  yon  a  vote  of  thanks  in  order  that 
.  you  may  be  advanced  to  the  grade  of  commodore  in  the  American  navy. 
GIDEON  WELLES,  " 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Captain  John  Rombrs,  TJ,  S.  N., 

Gommanding  United  Stales  Steamer  Weehawken, 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  South  Carolina. 
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Cas^aMatoTy  Mer  to  EaiT-Admiral  DaFont  on  Ote  capture  of  the  Atlanta. 

Navy  Dbpakthbnt,  June  26,  1363. 

Sir  ;  The  department  has  received  your  several  despatches  announcing 
the  capture  of  the  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Fingal,  alias  Atlanta,  and  enclosing 
the  detailed  reports  of  Captain  Johu  Rodgers  and  Commander  John  Dowues 
of  the  affair. 

I  take  occasion  to  express  the  department's  appreciation  of  your  prompt 
measures  to  prepare  for  the  expected  appearance  of  the  rebel  iron-clade  by 
sending  off  Savannah  two  of  our  own,  ably  commanded,  and  congratulate 
you  on  the  acquisitioa  of  so  powerful  a  vessel,  which  promises  to  be  of  im- 
portant service  on  the  station. 

To  your  ceaseless  vigilance,  and  that  of  the  officers  under  your  command, 
were  we  indebted,  some  months  since,  for  the  destruction  of  the  notorious 
steamer  Nashville,  which  the  enemy  had  armed  and  fruitlessly  endeavored 
to  send  out  to  destroy  our  commerce  ;  and  now  to  your  timely  measures, 
and  the  efficient  means  provided,  do  we  owe  the  capture  of  one  of  the  most 
powerful  iron-ciada  afloat— a  vessel  prepared  after  months  of  toil  and  great 
expenditure  of  money,  and  sent  forth  with  confidence  to  disperse  our  block- 
ading fleet  and  overcome  our  Monitors. 

Too  may  well  regard  this,  and  we  may  with  pleasure  look  upon  it,  as  a 
brilliant  termination  of  a  command  gallantly  commenced,  and  conducted 
for  nearly  two  years  with  industry,  energy,  and  ability. 

The  department  desires  you  to  recommend  to  it  au  officer  of  the  South  At- 
lantic blockading  squadron  to  command  the  Atlanta. 
Very  respecllully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

S.  P.  DoPoNT, 

J-  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  survey  on  turret  oj 

[Deapatch  No.  330—1863.] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  25,  1863. 
SiK ;  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  (marked 
No.  1)   made  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Erben,  of  the  Patapsco,  stating 
that  a  tooth  of  the  main  pinion  of  the  turret  gearing  of  that  vessel  had 
given  way  a  second  time. 

Commander  George  Eodgers,  the  senior  officer  in  North  Bdiato,  ordered  a 
survey,  the  report  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  {marked  No.  2.) 

The  board  say  that  though  it  might  be  temporarily  repaired  at  Port  Eoyal, 
yet  for  efficient  service  in  action  a  new  pinion  should  be  ordered  from  the 
north,  where  they  have  the  pattern. 

I  desire,  therefore,  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  department  to 
this  report. 

Very  respectful!y,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Gommanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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[Eooloaure  Wo.  1.— Degpatoli  No.  330,  1863.] 

United  States  Iron-olab  PatapscO, 

North  Edisto,  S.  G.,  June  19, 1863. 
SiH  r  I  have  to  report  that  to-day  a  tooth  of  the  main  pinion  of  the  turret 
gearing  gave  way.  On  the  1st  instant  the  same  tooth  gave  way  while 
turning  tlje  turret.  The  chief  engineer  repaired  it  by  dovetailing  a  wrought- 
iroD  one  in  its  place.  The  gearing  was  reported  ready,  and  the  turret  turned 
three  times. 

To-day  it  gave  way  a  second  time,  and  the  chief  engineer  reports  his 
inability  to  repair  the  same  here.     The  turret  was  used  after  the  breaking 
of  the  tooth  ;  but,  with  it  gone,  the  whole  pinion  m  liable  to  be  broken. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  EEBEN,Je., 
Lieutenant  C 
Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

7  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


[Encloeuto  No.  2.— Degpatch  No.  330,  1863.] 

TTinTED  States  TsoN-CLAn  Steameb  Patapsco, 

North  Edisto  Inlet,  S.  G.,  June  20,  1863. 
Sia :  We  Lave  examined  the  condition  of  the  main  pinion  of  the  turret 
gearing  of  this  vessel,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  he  impracticable 
to  attempt  to  repair  it  here  with  the  facilities  at  band.  It  might  be  tempo- 
rarily repaired  at  Port  Royal,  but  a  new  pinion,  for  effective  service  ia 
action,  should  be  ordered  from  the  north,  where  they  have  the  pattern. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

B.  B.  H.  WHARTON,  Isi  Assistant  Engineer. 
GEO.  D.  EMMONS,   "-Id  Assistant  Engineer. 
GEO.  H.  WHITE,  'id  As^stant  Engineer. 
Commander  Geo.  W.  Eodoebs,  U.  S.  N., 

"   1  United  States  Iron-clad  CatskUl. 


Occupation  of  Morris  inland.- — Operations  of  the  iron-clads. 

Steamer  AuGraTA  Dinsmoke, 
Off  Morris  Maiyi,  July  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  already  informed  you  that  an  agreement  existed  between  Gen- 
eral Giilmore  and  myself  to  dispossess  the  enemy  of  Morris  island.  The 
first  measure  was  taken  on  Friday,  the  10th,  when,  conformably  to  said 
agreement.  General  Giilmore  was  to  open  his  batteries  on  the  north  end  of 
Folly  island  against  the  opposite  batteries  of  the  enemy  placed  on  Morris 
,  island,  and  occupjmig  the  sandy  eminences  that  form  the  southern  portion 
of  that  island  for  about  a  mile  north  of  Ligbt-honse  inlet. 

At  4  a.  m.  the  four  iron-clads,  Catskill,  Commander  George  W.  Eodgers  ; 
Monta,uk,  Commander  D.  McN.  Fairfax  ;  Nahant,  Commander  John  Downos; 
and  Weehawken,  Commander  E.  R.  Colhonn,  passed  the  bar,  my  flag  leading 
in  the  Catskill.  About  this  time  General  Gillmcre  opened  his  guns  with  a 
rapid  and  well-sustained  fire  on  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  sufflciently  near,  the 
iron-clads  began  to  firo  with  shell  upon  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  were 
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replying  to  General  Gillmore,  and  dispersed  their  men  wherever  seen  to 
assemble.  About  8  o'clock,  being  nearly  abreast  of  the  northern  end  of  the 
ridge  of  sand  hills,  the  batteries  of  General  Gillmore  ceased,  and  our  troops 
were  seen  making  tbeir  way  upon  Morris  island.  They  advanced  rapidly 
and  in  some  force  along  the  beach. 

The  iron-clads  now  moved  parallel  to  the  low  fiat  ground  that  extends  north- 
ward from  the  sand  hills  towards  Fort  Wagner,  and  as  near  to  it  as  the  depth 
of  the  water  permitted,  rolling  shells  in  every  direction  over  its  surface  to 
clear  away  any  bodies  of  troops  that  might  be  gathered  there. 

Our  troops  pushed  on,  and  about  this  time  two  or  three  buildings  standing 
apart  from  each  other  were  seen  to  be  in  flames,  supposed  to  bo  the  work  of 
the  enemy  to  unmask  the  gnns  of  Fort  Wagner  looking  down  the  beach. 

The  iron-clads  were  now  laid  abreast  of  Fort  Wagner.  This  is  an  open 
sand  work  about  two  and  three-quarter  miles  from  the  southern  end  of  Mor- 
ris island,  lying  about  one  and  three-quarter  miles  north  of  the  sand  hiila, 
and  commanding  the  low  intervening  level. 

The  number  of  cannon  mounted  I  am  unable  to  state  precisely.  There 
may  be  ten  or  a  dozen  in  all,  looking  seaward  and  landward. 

It  was  about  half  past  9  o'clock  when  the  first  shot  was  fired  at  this  work. 
My  wish  was  to  close  to  short  grape  range,  but  the  chief  pilot  could  not  place 
the  vessels  nearer  than  twelve  hundred  yards.  Our  fire  was  met  promptly 
and  vigorously  till  noon,  when  the  Monitors  dropped  down  in  order  to  allow 
the  men  an  opportunity  for  dinner,  after  which  our  position  was  reoccilpied, 
and  the  attack  continned  till  6  p.  m.,  when  1  signalled  the  action  to  cease, 
for  the  men  had  now  been  at  hard  work  for  fourteen  hours,  and  the  weather 
excessively  hot. 

The  four  iron-clads  fired  five  hundred  and  thirty-four  shell  and  shrapnel! 
during  the  day,  and,  so  far  as  I  could  discern  from  the  Catskill,  and  learn 
from  others  who  had  a  better  view  from  a  distance,  tho  practice  was  ex- 
cellent. 

I  was  most  favorably  impressed  with  the  endurance  of  these  iron-clads, 
and  t  had  a  good  opportunity  of  judging,  as  the  Catskill  {according  to  report 
of  Commander  Eodgeis,  herewith  enclosed)  was  struck  sixty  times,  a  large 
per-centage  of  the  hits  being  very  severe.  The  pilot-house,  turret,  side 
armor,  and  decks  were  all  more  or  less  damaged.  Some  of  the  shots  were 
large  ;  one  found  on  deck,  where  it  fell  after  striking  the  turret,  proved  to 
be  a  10-iuch.  When  these  heavy  shot  struck,  the  concussion  was  very  great. 
An  officer  (Acting  ilastor  Simmons)  touching  the  turret  at  such  a  time  was 
knocked  down  senseless  and  much  injured.  The  iron  of  the  pilot-house  was 
broken  through  entirely,  and  a  nut  from  one  of  the  bolts  driven  against  the 
lining  so  as  to  break  it  through.  The  deck-plates  are  also  cut  through  ia 
many  places,  so  as  to  make  tho  entrance  of  water  troublesome. 

The  test  was  most  severe,  as  any  one  would  admit  who  will  look  at  the 
vessel.  Tet  after  firing  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  rounds  she  came  out 
of  action  in  good  working  order,  as  was  proven  by  her  going  into  action 
next  day. 

The  enemy  seemed  to  have  made  a  mark  of  the  Catskill.  The  Nahant  was 
hit  six  times,  the  Montauk  twice;  the  Weehawken  escaped  untouched.  Tho 
next  morning  I  received  a  note  in  pencil  from  General  Gillmore,  stating  that 
he  had  made  an  assault  at  early  daybreak  on  Fort  Wagner,  and  had  been 
repulsed.  He  learned  that  re-enforcements  were  expected  at  10  a.  m.,  and 
asked  for  some  action  to  prevent  it.  The  four  Monitors  were  again  moved 
to  position  near  Fort  Wagner,  and  scpured  the  ground  in  that  vicinity. 

The  acquisition  of  to-day  may  not  convey  an  impression  of  importance, 
and  yet  tiie  foothold  on  Morris  island  must  lead  to  the  fall  of  Sumter ;  and 
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the  posBession  of  the  main  ship  channel  cuts  off  the  beat  of  the  three  en- 
trances, and,  by  that  much,  lessens  the  chances  of  passing  the  blockade. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add  that  my  staff,  and  the  commanding  and  other 
officers  and  crews  of  the  iron-clads,  did  their  duties  handsomely. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Commander  Balch,  who  was  directed  to  proceed 
up  the  Stono,  in  convoy  of  a  column  of  troops,  but  believe  that  all  went 
right.  Lieutenant  Mackenzie,  of  the  V/abash,  had  charge  of  the  boats  that 
landed  an  assaulting  coluian  on  Morris  island,  and  did  it  well. 

The  Wabash  is  now  here,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  organize  one  or  two 
battalions  of  marines  and  sailors  for  future  operations. 

May  I  ask  to  have  the  Passaic  sent  down,  and  a  new  pinion  espedited  for 
the  Patapsco,  which  is  almost  useless  without  it.  The  tugs,  such  as  Pueey, 
are  exceedingly  convenient  for  communication,  and  I  would  request  three  or 
four  more  of  that  class. 

It  would  be  advisable  that  General  Gillmore,  under  whose  direction  the 
land  operations  have  been  so  ably  conducted,  should  be  strengthened,  for  the. 
enemy  will  make  efforts  to  repossess  himself  of  Morris  island. 

General  Gillmore  has  been  with  mc  this  morning,  and  we  shall  soon  com- 
plete arrangements  for  pushing  on.  He  does  not  consider  it  well  to  make 
another  assault. 

I  forward  enclosed  (marked  No.  1)  a  copy  of  my  general  order  No.  1, 
issued  this  morning. 

The  department  will  please  make  allowance  for  the  hasty  character  of  this 
communication,  as  I  only  took  command  on  Monday,  was  in  action  Friday 
and  Saturday,  and  came  here  from  tho  north  so  hastily  that  I  have  neither 
secretary  nor  experienced  clerks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Mear-Admird,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GinBON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Gsneral  order  /^  Sear-Admral  Dahlgrat,  ikankhig  his  ofjicen. 
General  Obders  No.  1. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Commander  George  W.  Eodgera,  of  the  Oatskill ; 
Ooramander  D.  McN.  Fairfax,  of  the  Montank  ;  Commander  John  Downes,  of 
the  Nahant ;  and  Commander  E.  E.  Colhoun,  of  the  Weehawken  ;  to  the  ex- 
ecutive and  other  officers,  and  to  the  crews  of  these  iron-clada  ;  and  to  the 
members  of  my  personal  staff.  Fleet  Captain  William  Kogers  Taylor,  Flag 
Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  and  Ensign  LaEue  F.  Adams,  (signal  officer,)  for 
the  zealous  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duty  during 
the  attacks  of  the  10th  and  11th  instant  upon  Fort  Wagner  and  other  forti- 
fications on  Morris  island.  I  have  also  to  thank  the  ordnance  officer.  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  0.  C.  Badger,  for  his  systematic  promptness  in  supply- 
ing the  iron-clads  with  all  requisite  ordnance  stores. 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Jeilt  12,  1863. 
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Report  of  Commander  George  W.  Rodgers,  commanding  iron-ctad  Calakill. 

United  States  Ibon-clad  Oatskill, 

Inside  Charleston  Bar,  July  10, 1863. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  upon  your  coming  on  board 
this  ship  at  i  this  morning,  I  hoisted  your  flag  forward  and  stood  over  the 
bar,  orossiag  it  at  5  o'clock,  at  which  time  our  batteries  on  northern  end  of 
Folly  island  opened  upon  the  enemy  upon  the  south  end  of  Morris  island. 
We  steamed  up  within  range  of  the  batteries  upon  the  south  end  and  middle 
of  the  island,  and  opened  fire  on  them  at  about  6  o'clock.  About  9  our 
troops  crossed  over  and  skirmished  up  the  island ;  we  got  under  wayj  and 
standing  to  the  northward  along  the  island,  shelled  the  batteries  in  advance 
of  the  troops.  About  10  arrived  opposite  and  engaged  Fort  Wagner.  At 
1  hauled  off  to  give  the  men  their  dinner.  At  2.30  renewed  the  engagement, 
and  at  6  hauled  off  and  proceeded  out  of  range  to  an  anchorage  inside  the 
bar,  and  near  the  troops. 

During  the  action  Acting  Master  J.  W.  Simmons  was  stunned  and  severely 
bruised  by  the  concussion  of  a  shot  upon  the  outside  of  the  turret ;  First- 
class  Boy  James  Meehan  was  wounded  in  the  foot  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell 
which  entered  the  port ;  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Croline  and  Third  As- 
sistant Clark  were  prostrated  by  the  intense  heat  in  the  engine-room,  as 
were  several  of  the  flreraen  and  crew.  Ensign  L.  P.  Adams,  signal  officer 
upon  your  staff,  took  Mr.  Simmons's  duties  in  tlie  turret,  and  rendered  ex- 
cellent service. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  requisition  for  ordnance  stores  and  ammunition ;  a 
request  for  an  assistant  engineer  to  be  temporarily  detailed  for  this  ship,  and 
for  some  firemen  to  take  the  place  of  those  broken  down.  I  have  fired  fifty- 
seven  15-inch  shell  and  seventy-two  11-inch  at  the  batteries  and  Fort  Wag- 
ner. The  vessel  was  struck  sixty  times,  as  follows :  hull,  sixteen  times ; 
turret,  seventeen;  pilot-house,  three;  smoke-stack,  seven ;  deck,  seventeen. 
There  are  other  marks  upon  the  hull  under  water  which  could  not  be  counted. 
Some  of  the  effects  of  the  shot  are  of  a  serious  character ;  the  deck  has 
been  entirely  broken  through  in  four  places,  two  of  these  sufficiently  large 
to  admit  large  quantities  of  water,  requiring  shot  plugs  ;  the  pilot-houso 
was  twice  struck  nearly  in  the  same  place  by  shot  from  a  10-inch  columbiad, 
which  broke  off  the  nuts  from  the  bolts,  and  forced  one  of  them  through  the 
half-inch  lining  of  the  piiot-house.  The  hull  was  ^trnck  upon  the  port  quar- 
ter, completely  shattering  all  the  plates ;  one  10-inch  shell  landed  upon  the 
deck  after  striking  the  turret,  without  fracture. 

I  have  left  twenty  shell  and  shrapnell  for  15-inch  gun,  and  one  11-inch 
shrapnell.  The  smoke-box  for  the  15-inch  gun,  when  we  ceased  firing  at 
noon,  was  much  damaged,  three  out  of  five  bolts  securing  it  to  the  turret 
having  broken  off.  One  of  the  bolts  securing  the  'single  cross-pin  under  the 
turret  was  broken  off.  The  whole  fire  of  the  fort  was  directed  at  this  ship, 
and  being  at  anchor  at  about  1,200  yards  during  the  forenoon,  we  were  very 
severely  handled,  their  lO-inch  smooth-bore  doing  us  the  most  harm,  the 
rifles  geuerafly  glancing  or  striking  sideways. 

This  report  is  very  hastily  written  after  a  hard  day's  work. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  EODGBRS,  Commander. 

Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloren, 

J  S.  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 
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iftport  of  lAadeaaat  Ommwinifcr  F.  iff.  Bwice. 

United  States  Steamer  Pawnee, 

Sioiio  Bimr,  July  lb,  1863. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I,  on  tlie  9th  instant,  at  2  p.  m.,  started 
from  this  vessel  for  tlie  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  army  in  an  attack 
on  Morris  island.  Under  my  command  wore  the  launch  of  this  vessel,  armed 
with  one  rifled  and  one  smooth-bore  Dahlgren  howitzer.  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Bache;  two  launches  of  the  Wabash,  each  with  a  smooth-bore  13- 
poander  Dahlgren  bowitzer,  Ensign  James  Wallace  and  Acting  Master's 
Mat«  Bonn;  one  army  lighter,  fitted  up  and  armed  with  two  24-pouQder 
Dahlgren  smooth-bore  howitaers  furnished  by  the  Commodore  McDonough, 
Acting  Ensign  Enapp;  two  unarmed  cutters  of  the  Wabash,  one  of  the 
New  Ironsides,  and  one  of  the  Flag,  Lieutenant  Robertson  and  Acting 
Master  Frost.  I  proceeded  up  Folly  river  to  General  Gillmore,  and,  by  his 
order,  to  General  Strong.  Lieutenant  Mackenzie,  in  charge  of  transporta- 
tion, not  having  arrived,  I  gave  all  the  assistance  in  my  power  to  General 
Strong,  and  by  1  a.  m.  of  the  10th  instant  his  brigade  waa  in  boats,  ready 
to  proceed  to  Light-house  inlet. 

Forming  the  boats  in  line  ahead,  Acting  Ensign  Enapp  taking  the  lead, 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  intricate  channel,  we  proceeded  up  the 
creeks,  and  by  daylight  were,  with  the  wbole  brigade,  at  or  near  the  junc- 
tion of  the  creeks  with  Light-house  inlet. 

Jtist  after  daylight  the  batteries  on  Folly  island  opened  upon  the  enemy. 
Getting  the  armed  launches  in  line  abreast,  I  pulled  into  Light-house  inlet, 
and  at  a  distance  of  1,800  yards  opened  fire  upon  the  Morris  island  batteries 
with  the  rifled  howitaer.  Pulling  down  the  inlet,  slowly  firing,  till  we  got 
within  good  distance  of  the  batteries,  I  opened  with  all  the  howitzers,  using 
4-second  shrapnell.  The  enemy  returned  the  fire  briskly  with  three  or  four 
heavy  guns,  but  without  effect.  After  an  hour's  rapid  firing  the  enemy's 
batteries  ceased  to  answer,  except  with  oue  gun. 

General  Strong  determined  to  effect  a  landing  with  his  brigade,  and  desig- 
nated the  point.  I  sent  the  two  launches  of  the  Wabash  below,  while  I  took 
up  a  position  above  this  point,  that  with  the  heavier  guns  I  might  cover  him 
and  enfilade  the  enemy's  rifle  pits,  should  he  attempt  to  occupy  them  to  op- 
pose the  landing.  The  landing  was  successful,  all  the  launches  keeping  up 
a  rapid  and  effectual  fire  of  shell  and  shrapnell  over  the  heads  of  the  troops, 
falling  about  a  hundred  yards  in  their  front  and  between  them.  This  fire 
did  not  cease  till  the  assaulting  forces  had  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it 
unsafe  to  continue  lest  injury  might  result  to  our  own  forces..  Although 
several  of  the  transports  were  struck,  and  one  sunk,  none  of  the  boats  under 
my  command  were  hit,  we  being  in  a  measure  protected  by  the  banks, 
which,  as  the  tide  ran  out,  afforded  some  shelter.  Every  officer  and  man 
did  his  whole  duty  with  alacrity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  M.  BUNOE, 

XAeiUenanl  Gonanander. 

Commander  George  B.  Balch, 

/  U.  S.  Steamer  Pawnee,  Senior  Offi.cer. 
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The  MonUors  inside  the  bar. — Attack  on  Fort  Wagner  delayed. 

Flag-Steamer  Atjgusta  Dinsmore, 
Of  Morris  Mand,  July  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  Under  date  of  the  12th  instant,  T  informed  yoa  that  General  Gillmore 
aod  myself  were  m  occupation  of  the  lower  half  of  Morris  island  and  the 
main  ship  chaunel. 

Sioce  that  Ihave  been  occupied  with  measures  for  continuing  the  advance, 
and  have  the  Ironsides,  with  five  turret  iron-clada,  ineide  the  bar. 

The  attack  oq  Port  Wagner  waa  to  have  taken  place  on  the  16th,  but  was 
postponed  to  this  day,  as  the  shore  batteries  were  not  ready, 

A  very  heavy  rain  through  the  night  has,  however,  interfered  with  the 
progress  ashore,  and  the  general  now  says  he  will  be  ready  to-u 


An  attack  was  made  on  ws  yesterday  at  Stono,  hut  repulsed.     The  Pawnee 
!vaa  hit  forty-two  times. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy,  Washinffton,  D.  C. 


Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren  nf  combined  attach  by  Ike  army  and  naval 
farces  on  Fort  Wagner. 

Flag-Steamer  Augusta  Dinsmore, 

Of  Morris  1-land,  July  19,  1863. 

Sib  :  On  the  18th  a  combined  attack  wa  m  de  on  Tort  Wagner  by  the 
troops  under  General  Gillmore  and  the  vessels  of  ny  command. 

The  16th  had  been  originally  agreed  on  but  the  sho  e  batteries  wore  not 
fully  prepared  before  the  18th.  At  11.30  t,  n  I  nad  signal  to  get  under 
way  from  the  anchorage  near  the  bar,  and  led  p  w  tl  my  flag  in  the  Mon- 
tank,  followed  by  the  Ironsides,  Oatskill  Nantucket  Weehawken,  and  Pa- 
tap  sco. 

About  13.30  p.  m.  anchored  the  Montauk  abreast  of  Fort  Wagner,  and 
fired  the  first  gun,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  the  other  vessels. 
With  an  ebbing  tide,  the  pilot  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  approach  nearer 
than  the  inner  edge  of  the  channel,  and  the  least  distance  at  this  time  waa 
about  twelve  hundred  yards.  Meanwhile  the  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Com- 
mander A.  C,  Rhind;  Ottawa,  LieutenantCommanderW.D.  Whiting;  Seneca, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Wm.  Gibson;  Chippewa,  Lieutenant  Commander  T, 
C,  Harris;  and  Wissahickon,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  under 
charge  of  Commander  Rhind,  were  using  the  pivot  gun  with  effect  at  long 
range,  and  our  batteries  asbore  were  firing  very  deliberately  and  steadily. 

About  4  p.  m.,  the  tide  flowing,  weighed  anchor,  and  closed  in  with  the 
fort  to  about  three  hundred  yards,  which  silenced  it  so  that,  for  this  day,  not 
a  shot  was  fired  afterwards  at  the  vessels,  nor  was  a  man  to  be  seen  about 
it.  It  was  nearly  sunset  when  I  received  a  note  from  General  Gillmore, 
saying  that  he  had  ordered  an  assault,  and  we  could  see  the  battalions  ad- 
vancing along  the  beach.  There  might  have  been  a  thousand  yards  between 
our  nearest  shore  batteries  and  Fort  Wagner,  and  before  our  troops  had 
reached  the  work  it  became  too  dark  to  discern  them. 
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To  this  moDaent  an  inceasatit  and  accurate  fire  had  been  maintained  by  the 
veasels;  but  now  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  whetber  it  took  effect  on 
friend  or  foe,  and,  of  necessity,  was  suspended. 

Very  soon  afterwards,  the  rattle  of  muslietry  and  the  flashes  of  light 
artillery  announced  that  our  men  were  mounting  to  the  attack.  This  con- 
tinued, without  mteimission,  tdl  9.30  p.  m.,  gradually  decreased,  and  then 
died  away  altogether 

The  ill  tidinga  of  a  repulac  wcie  not  long  in  coming.  After  the  lapse  of 
an  anxious  hour,  common  report  told  me  that  the  assault  had  been  repulsed 
with  some  loss. 

It  now  only  remained  to  prosecute  the  work  with  patience  and  perse- 
verance. At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  forbear  repeating  my  opinion  that  the 
number  of  troops  is  inadequate.  The  officers  and  men  are  zealous,  and  labor 
hard. 

The  general  plans  aie  well  conceived,  but  there  is  to  my  mind  a  manifest 
lack  of  foit^  This  moinmg  I  sent  a  boat  ashore,  with  Flag  Lieutenant  S. 
W.  Preston  and  Snigcon  Duvall,  under  flag  of  truce,  to  ascertain  if  our 
wounded  had  been  cared  for,  and  to  offer  to  take  charge  of  tbem.  It  was 
also  impossible  to  renew  our  Are  if  any  of  them  remained  on  the  ground. 

Lieutenant  Preston  reported  that  some  of  th^  dead  and  wounded  were  still 
lying  about  the  work  where  they  had  fallen,  and  that  the  offer  was  declined ; 
the  answer  being  that  the  dead  would  be  buried,  and  the  wounded  properly 
provided  for.  There  being  nothing  more  possible  for  the  day,  I  caused  the 
turret  vessels  to  drop  down  out  of  range,  so  that  the  men  might  have  some 
fresh  air  below,  and  the  Ironsides  also,  inasmuch  as  she  lay  stern  to  the 
fort,  without  a  gun  bearing, 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  is  entitled  to  every  commendation.  Cap- 
tain Rowan,  of  the  Ironsides;  Commander  Rodgers,  of  the  Catskill;  Com- 
mander Fairfax,  of  the  Montauk;  Commander  Beaumont,  of  the  Nantucket; 
and  Lieutenant  Commander  Badger,  whom  I  assigned  temporarily  to  the 
command  of  the  Patapsco,  did  their  dufj  well,  and  handled  their  vessels  in  the 
narrow  channel  and  shoal  water  with  great  skill. 

The  spirit  of  the  men  was  excellent;  neither  the  incessant  labor  of  action 
by  day,  or  blockade  by  night,  nor  the  privations  of  inhabiting  turret  vessels, 
checked  their  earnest  determination,  and  Ihey  worked  the  cannon  with  great 
effect,  as  the  silenced  guna  of  the  enemy  makes  manifest.  The  officers  of 
my  staff  were,  as  usual,  assiduous  in  the  discbarge  of  their  duties.  The 
vessels  were  well  piloted  by  Acting  Masters  Godfrey  and  Haffords. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  on  this  occasion  the  vessels  did  all 
that  was  intended  or  coold  be  expected  from  them;  they  silenced  the  fort, 
and  forced  the  garrison  to  keep  under  shelter.  At  the  same  time  the  loss 
sustained  by  our  troops  bears  witness  to  the  persevering  gallantry  with 
which  thoy  endeavored  to  storm  the  work,  and  which  deserved  the  success 
that  will,  I  trust,  reward  a  renewed  effort, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admird,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wsllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Jftfpori  of  Qmmander  G.  W.  Itodgers 


Unitkd  States  Iron-clad  Catskill, 
(^ Mmis  Island,  8.  C,  July  18,  1863, 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  the  signal  from 
the  flag-ship,  I  got  under  way  at  11.53  this  day,  and  followed  the  Montauk, 
bearing  your  flag,  standing  up  the  channel  in  the  directiott  of  Fort  Wagner. 
Arriving  within  range,  opened  at  12.44  with  my  11-inch  gun  upon  Fort 
Wagner,  and  soon  after  anchoring  in  13J  feet  of  water,  some  800  yarda 
from  the  fort,  continued  my  Sre  until  dusk,  when  the  troops  advanciog  to 
the  assault,  I  fired  rapidly  into  the  fort,  and  then  following  in  the  motions 
of  the  Ironsides,  ceased  firing.  Shortly  after  8,15  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  your 
order,  got  under  way  and  proceeded  out  into  the  channel,  anchoring  near 
the  Ironsides. 

I  have  fired  this  day  forty- seven  15-inch  sheli,  sixty-three  11-inch  shell, 
twelve  11-inch  shrapnell,  one  11-inch  canister,  one  11-inch  grape,  making  134 
shots.  My  11-inch  shell  and  shrapnell  being  nearly  expended,  I  reserved 
the  remainder  until  just  before  the  assault. 

I'his  veseel  was  not  struck  during  the  day,  and  I  have  no  casualties  to 
report. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  zeal,  energy,  and  tact  shown  by 
the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  Lieutenant  Commander  0.  C.  Carpenter, 
the  good  result  of  which  is  shown  by  the  cheerfulnees  and  alacrity  of  the 
officers  and  crow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  RODGBES,  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J,  A.  Dahlgeen, 

Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Attack  on  Fort  Wagner. 

Flag-Steam  EK  Dinsmore, 
Of  Morris  Island,  July  25,  1863. 
Sib:  Yesterday  I  went  up  with  the  iron-clads  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  on 
Fort  Wagner,  in  order  to  prevent  a  sortie  upon  some  new  works  which  General 
Gilmore  had  pushed  to  within  600  yards  of  the  fort. 

The  gunboata  assisted  at  long  range.  The  firing  was  good,  and  frequently 
excellent. 

The  firing  of  Fort  Wagner  was  soon  silenced,  and  the  garrison  driven  to 
shelter,  so  that  in  the  course  of  the  morning  a  few  new  batteries  were  partially 
armed. 

The  fire  was  interrnpted  by  a  flag  of  truce,  borne  by  a  steamer  having  on 
board  some  of  our  wounded  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  at  various  times. 
General  Gillmoro  tells  me  that  his  advance  position  is  now  secured.  *    *    * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGBBN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Additiiiiial  reports  0/  Rear- A  drniral  Dahlgrm. 

PlAG-8t  RAKER  DlNSMORE, 

Of  Mortis  Mand,  Jxdy  30,  1863. 

Sir:  The  position  of  affairs  is  not  materially  changed  since  the  date  of  my 
last  despatch,  ( July  25,)  except  that  our  advaDced  batteries  (600  yards  from 
Wagner)  are  in  operation,  and  will  receive  fi-equent  additions  to  their  armar 
ment.  I  have  contributed  four  rifle  cannon,  with  a  detachment  of  seamen, 
(say  120,)  under  Captain  Parker,  and  will  land  more  when  I  have  the  men 
to  spare. 

Every  day  two  or  three  of  the  iron-clads  join  in  and  sweep  the  ground  be- 
tween Wagner  and  Cummings's  Point,  or  else  fire  directly  into  Wagner;  the 
only  objection  to  ■which  is,  that  it  is  drawing  largely  on  the  endurance  of 
our  cannon.  However,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  will  enable 
me  to  meet  this  difficulty. 

The  enemy  also  seek  in  every  way  to  distract  our  attention.  The  night 
before  last  there  was  an  alarm  from  Stono  about  a  ram,  and  last  night  a 
deserter  to  the  camp  stated  that  the  iron-clad  at  Savannah  was  to  move.  I 
had  sent  the  Nahant  to  check  this ;  but  as  the  rumor  added  several  gunboats, 
and  the  Unadilla  alone  was  with  the  Nahant,  it  seemed  better  to  make  sure, 
so  I  sent  down,  the  Weehawken  in  tow  of  the  Conomaagh. 

The  turrets  receive  a  shot  occasionally  with  the  usual  result,  and  the  Iron- 
sides has  been  struck  reiieatedly  by  10-inch  shot  (1,200  to  1,400  yards)  with- 
out material  impression.  A  shot  from  Fort  Sumter,  in  piissing  along  the 
Bpar  deck,  glanced  from  the  edge  of  it,  and  by  the  concussion  damaged  the 
beam  below,  with  knees  connecting. 

If  the  depth  of  water  would  only  permit  her  to  approach,  I  would  sweep 
the  ground  clean  with  her  powerful  broadside. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  Wagner  is  the  key  to  Sumter,  wherefore  the 
enemy  will  spare  no  effort  for  the  defence,  and  will  protract  any  result  to 
the  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGKEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Oommanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Attack  upon  Forln  Wagner  and  Sumter. 

Flag-Steameh  Dinshohe, 
Off  Morris  Island,  August  18,  1863. 

Sir:  Yesterday  was  begim  another  series  of  operations  against  the 
enemy's  works. 

Early  in  tfie  morning  General  Gilimore  opened  all  his  batteries  upon  Fort 
Sumter,  firing  over  Fort  Wagner  and  the  intermediate  space. 

About  the  same  time  I  moved  up  with  the  entire  available  naval  force, 
leading  with  my  flag  in  the  Weehawken,  followed  by  the  Catskill,  Nahant, 
and  Montauk  ;  the  Passaic  and  Patapsco  in  reserve  for  Sumter  ;  the  Iron- 
sides in  position  opposite  to  Wagner;  and  the  gunboats  named  in  the 
margin  at  long  range — Oanandaigua,  Captain  J.  F.  Green ;  Mahaska,  Com- 
mander J,  B.  Oreighton ;  Cimarron,  Commander  A.  K.  Hughes;  Ottawa, 
Lieutenant  Commander  W.  D.   Whiting;    Wissahickon,  Lieutenant  Com- 
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mander  J,  L.  Davis ;  I)ia  Oiling,  Lieutenant  Commaiidev  J,  C.  Chaplin ; 
Lodona,  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Brodhead. 

As  the  tide  rose  the  Weehawkeii  was  closed  to  about  four  hundred  and  fifty 
yarda  of  Wagner  ;  the  other  three  Monitors  followed,  and  the  Ironsides  as  near 
as  her  great  draught  of  water  permitted.  After  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire, 
Waguer  was  silenued  about  9,20  a,  m.,  and  tbat  of  our  own  vesaels  was  slack- 
ened in  consequence. 

Meanwhile  the  fire  of  our  shore  batteries  was  working  effectually  upon  the 
gorge  of  Sumter,  which  appeared  to  have  been  strengthened  in  every  poBsihle 
manner.  At  this  time  the  flag  was  shifted  to  the  Passaic,  which,  with  the  Pa- 
tapsco,  (both  having  rifle  guns,}  steamed  up  the  channel  until  within  two 
thousiyid  yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  when  fire  was  opened  on  the  gorge  angle  and 
SE.  front  of  the  work.-  The  Patapsco  fired  very  well,  and  is  believed  to  have 
eti'uck  the  SE.  front  nine  consecutive  times. 

To  all  this  Sumter  scarcely  replied ;  Wagnei'  was  silenced,  and  Battery  Glreg^ 
alone  maintained  a  deliberate  fire  at  the  Passaic  and  Patapsco. 

It  was  now  noon.  The  men  had  been  bard  at  work  from  daybreak,  and 
needed  rest,  so  I  withdrew  the  vessels  to  ^ve  them  dinner. 

Huriug  the  afleraoon  our  shore  batteries  continued  the  fire  at  Sumter,  with 
little  or  no  reply  from  the  enemy,  and  I  contented  myself  with  sending  up  the 
Pafisaie  and  Patapsco  to  prevent  Wagner  from  repairing  damages.  The  fort 
replied  briskly,  but  in  a  brief  time  left  off  firing.  I  am  not  able  to  state  with 
exactness  the  result  of  the  day's  work,  but  am  well  satisfied  witli  what  a 
distant  view  of  Sumter  allowed  me.  Our  entire  power  is  not  yet  developed, 
as  it  will  he  daily,  while  the  enemy  is  damaged  without  being  able  to  repair. 

The  oificera  and  men  of  the  vessels  engaged  have  done  their  duty  well,  and 
will  continue  to  do  so. 

All  went  well  with  us,  save  one  sad  exception:  Captain  Rodgers,  my  chief  of 
staff,  was  killed,  as  well  as  Paymaster  Woodbury,  who  was  standing  near  him. 

Captain  Kodgers  had  more  than  once  askedi  on  this  occasion,  if  he  should  go 
with  me  as  usual,  or  resume  the  command  of  his  vessel,  the  Catskill,  and  he  re- 
peated the  query  twice  in  the  morning,  the  last  time  on  the  deck  of  the  Wee- 
hawken,  just  while  preparing  to  move  into  action.  In  eftch  instance  I  replied, 
"Do  as  you  choose."  He  finally  said,  "Well,  I  will  go  in  the  Catskill,  and  the 
next  time  with  you." 

The  Weehawken  was  lying  about  one  tho'isand  yards  from  Wagner,  and 
the  Catskill  with  my  gallant  frieud  just  inside  of  me,  the  fire  of  the  fort  coming 
iii  steadily;  observing  the  tide  to  have  risen  alittle,  I  directed  the  Weehawken 
to  he  carried  in  closer,  and  the  anchor  was  hardly  weighed  when  I  noticed  that 
the  Catskill  was  also  under  way,  which  I  remarked  to  Captain  Colhouo, 

It  occun-ed  to  me  that  Captain  Rodgers  detected  the  movement  of  the  Wee- 
hawken, and  was  determined  to  be  closer  to  the  enemy  if  possible.  My  atten- 
tion was  called  off  immediately  to  a  position  for  the  Weehawken,  and  soon  after 
it  was  reported  that  the  Catskill  was  going  out  of  action  with  signal  flying  that 
her  captain  was  disabled;  he  had  been  killed  instantly. 

It  is  but  natural  that  I  should  feel  deeply  the  loss  thus  sustaiaed,  for  the 
close  and  confidential  relation  which  the  duties  of  fleet-captain  necessarily  occa- 
sions, impressed  me  deeply  with  the  loss  of  Captain  Rodgers.  Brave,  intelligent, 
and  highly  capable,  devoted  to  his  duty  and  to  the  flag  under  which  he  passed 
his  life,  the  country  cannot  afford  to  lose  such  men;  of  a  kind  and  generous 
nature,  he  was  always  prompt  to  give  relief  when  he  could. 

I  have  diiected  that  all  respect  he  paid  to  his  remains,  and  the  country 
H.  Ex,  Doc.  69—^15 
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■will  not,  I  am  sure,  omit  honor  to  the  memory  of  one  wto  has  not  spared  hi 
life  in  her  howr  of  tiia!, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGKEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  "Welles, 

y  of  the  Navy,  Was/tivgton,  D.  O. 


LitUr  <if  Admiral  DaUgren,  iranrnnUing  nelfs  of  tU  mgagemad  token  by  Flag-Limtatanl  Mareav, 
rLAQ-STEAMER  PhILADBLPHU, 

Off  Morris  Island,  August  19,  18C3. 
Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  notes  taken  by  Flag-Lieu- 
tenant  Moreau  Forrest  during  the  engagement  of  the  17th  instant,  and  also 
copi^  of  reports  showing  the  Slate  of  the  marine  battalion,  and  from  command- 
ing officer  of  the  Catskill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  nf  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

JVolei  of  the  engagemeni  on  Monday,  August  17,  1803. 

At  5.30  a.  m.  the  admiral  and  his  staff,  rieet  Captain  George  W.  Rodgcrs, 
Flag-Lieutenant  Moreau  Forrest,  and  Ensign  Larue  P.  Adams,  left  the  United 
States  steamer  Dinsmore,  and  at  5.40  flag  was  hoisted  aboard  the  United  States 
iron-clad  Weehawken.  Fleet  Captain  George  W.  Rodgera  then  left  to  take 
command  of  the  Unitfed  States  iron-clad  Catskill, 

6,15. — Flag  under  way,  and  steaming  up  the  channel  to  the  buoy  abreast 
Fort  Wagner. 

6.35. — All  the  Monitors  under  way,  steaming  np  the  channel. 

6.40. — Flag  anchored  a  little  below  and  about  seven  hundred  yards  from 
Wagner. 

6.45. — Flag  opened  with  Xl-inch  shell  at  Wagner. 

6.48. — First  shot  from  Wagner  at  flag  passed  over, 

6.49. — Weehawken  opened  with  XV-inch  shell, 

6.52. — Ironsides  opened  fire  a  little  high.  At  this  time  the  shore  batteries 
were  delivering  a  telling  fire  on  Sumter, 

6.54.— -Montauk  opened  a  little  astern  of  flag. 

6.60. — Wagner  firing  grape  and  musketry  at  the  Monitflra. 

7.03. — Wagner  struck  flag's  deck. 

7.06. — ^Wagner  fired  twice,  one  striking  flag,  the  other  passing  through  the 
smoke-stack  of  Ironsides. 

7.12. — Ironsides  apparently  under  way,  as  if  to  shift  berth  or  insure  swing- 
JDg  the  right  way, 

7.16. — Nahant  opened  Are. 

7.1S. — Another  shot  through  Weehawken's  smoke-stack. 

7.25. — Signalled  to  Ironsides — firing  too  high. 

7.29. — Moultrie  opened  at  Ironsides,  making  very  good  practice. 

7.40, — Catskill  anchored  a  little  inshore  of  the  flag. 
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7.43, — Catskill  openctl, 
8.00. — Mahaska  opened. 
8.05. — All  the  wooden  gunboats  in  action. 
8.06. — Moultrie  struck  on  top  of  Iionsides'a  deck. 
8.08. — Passaic  opened. 
8.20, — Patapsco  opened, 

8.25. — Flag  under  way ;  and  having  shifted  berth  nearly  to  the  battery, 
anchored, 

8.35. — Oatakiil  under  way,  moving  a  little  further  off. 

8.50.— -Catskill  made  signal  "  Captain  is  disabled,"  and  went  ont  of  action. 
9.20. — The  firing  from  Wagner  ceaaed. 
9.30. — Flag  ceased  firing.     The  ganboata  still  firing  slowly. 
10.00. — Flag  under  way  £ind  moving  towards  Passaic,  to  which  vessel  tte 
admiral  shifted  his  flag,  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  keeping  tip  a  brisk'fire. 

10.05. — The  flag  being  hoisted  on  the  Passaic,  the  Passaic,  accompanied 
by  the  Patapsco,  headed  up  the  channel  and  rounded  to  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Sumter. 

10,30. — Passaic  opened  with  rifle  and  struck  the  top  of  Sumter, 
10.38. — Gregg  opened  on  flag,  shot  passing  over. 
10  42. — Moultrie  opened  on  flag  and  Patapsco. 
10.44. — Patapsco  opened  on  Sumter,  making  fine  practice. 
10.50. — Flag  struck  twice  by  G-regg. 

11.05. — Catskill  resumed  position,  firing  slowly  at  Wagner  and  Gregg. 
11.15. — Sumter  opened. 

12.00. — Montauk  made  signal  that  her  small  gun  was  disabled. 
12.10. — Came  down  from  action  to  go  to  dinner,  and  ordered  the  otlier 
vessels  to  do  the  same.     As  we  passed  the  Catskill,  learned  that  Fleet  Cap- 
tain George  W.  Rodgers  and  Assistant  Paymaster  Woodbury  had  been  killed. 
At  12.40  p.  m.  hoisted  the  flag  aboard  the  Diasmore. 
Very  respectfully, 

MOUEAU  FORKEST, 

Plag-Lieutenan  t. 
Kear-Admira]  John -A.  Dahlqren,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandirtg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  Ikon-clad  Catskill, 

Off  Morris  Island,  August  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  action 
to-day : 

About  7.30  steamed  up  abreast  of  Fort  Wagner  and  anchored.  Capt^n 
Rodgers,  chief  of  staff,  in  chai^,  opened  fire  on  the  works,  which  was  re- 
turned heavily. 

About  8.30  a  shot  struck  the  top  of  the  pilot-hoUsc,  fracturing  the  outer 
plate  and  tearing  off  an  irregular  piece  of  the  inside  plate  of  about  one  square 
foot  in  area,  and  forcing  out  several  of  the  bolts  by  which  the  two  tliiek- 
nessos  are  held  together,  pieces  of  which  struck  Captain  George  W.  Rodgers 
and  Acting  Assistant  PaymMter  J.  G.  Woodbury,  killing  them  instantly, 
also  wounding  the  pilot,  Mr.  Penton,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Treacott;  after  - 
which  I  hove  up  the  anchor,  steamed  down  to  the  tug  Dandelion,  transferred 
them  to  her,  and  returned,  taking  position  astern  of  the  Weehawkeu;  con- 
tinned  the  fire  until  signal  was  made  to  withdraw. 

We  wei'e  struck,  in  all,  thirteen  times.  The  smoke-box  of  XV-inch  gun  is 
gradually  becoming  weaker,  the  angle  iron  around  the  bottom  and  eight  or 
ten  bolts  having  been  broken  off  to-day,  the  other  side  being  so  badly  sprung 
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tliat  tlie  bolts  caunot  he  replaced.     The  iuside  bearing  of  the  aft«r  truck  of 
XI-mc!i  gun  came  oiF  at  tEe  first  discliarge;  was  temporarily  repaired,  so  as 
to  nse  the  gun,  but  found  the  asle  to  be  broken;  used  it  with  a  elide. 
EEcloaed  I  send  the  report  of  Dr.  Abbott,  of  this  vessel. 
I  am,  very  respecuully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  C.  OAEPENTER, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Eear-Admii-al  J.  A,  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron..  ' 


"United  States  Iron-clad  Catskill, 

Of  Morrig  Island,  Atigust  17,  1863. 
SlB  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  casualties  wLich  occurred  on  board 
this  vessel  during  the  engagement  this  day  with  Fort  Sumter  and  the  Morris 
island  batteries.     These  injuries  were  all  caused  by  a  aiiigle  shot,  which  struck 
the  top  of  the  pilot-house  and  shattered  the  inner  plating. 

Killed. — Commander  George  W.  Rodgers;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Josiah 
G.  Woodbury. 

Wotrnded. — Pilot  Abner  C.  Penton,  wound  of  scalp,  slight;  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  Peter  Tre.acott,  concussion,  slight. 

Veiy  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  W.  ABBOTT, 

Assistant  Burgeon. 
Lieutenant  Commander  C.  C.  Cabpbnter, 

Commanding  United  States  Iron-clad  GatshUl. 


United  States  Naval  Battery, 

August  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  tliat  I  fired  to-day  from  this  battery 
one  hundred  and  seventy  shells  and  one  hundred  aad  twenty-five  solid  shot, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  struck  the  face  of  Sumter  or  its  parapet. 

By  making  officers  and  men  "  cover"  when  shot  or  shell  were  passing  over  the 
battery,  I  avoided,  thi'ongh  the  mercy  of  a  kind  Providence,  all  casualties. 
The  officers  who  were  with  me.  Lieutenant  Brower,  Ensign  Wallae*,  and  Act- 
ing Ensign  Owens,  and  tho  men,  deserve  great  credit  for  their  laborious  exertions 
of  fifteen  hours  under  a  burning  sun. 
Very  respectfnlly, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER,  Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Slockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides, 

OJ  Morris  Island,  August  21,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Mr.  Bishop,  carpenter  of  this  ship, 
showing  tlie  damage  sustained  by  the  fire  of  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg  during 
the  action  of  the  17th  instant. 

I  also  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Eobeson,  ordnance  officer,  of  the 
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firing  at  Wagner,  Gregg,  and  Sumter,  on  the  17tla,  IStli,  19th,  and  SOth  ia- 
stant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfdly,  your  ohedient  sorYaiit, 

S.  0.  EOWAW, 

Eear- Admiral  Dahlgren. 

Cmnmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Skij)  Philadelphia,  (^  Monis  Island. 


United  States  Ship  New  Ironsides, 

Of  Morris  Mand,  August  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  T  hare  the  honor  to  make  the  followiag  report  respecting  the  injuries 
received  hy  this  ship  ia  the  action  of  to  day  I  count,  in  all,  thirty-one  hits, 
though  I  think  we  were  struck  seveial  times  below  the  water-line.  The  plating 
received  nineteen  shots,  eleven  othei''  struck  the  wood  work,  and  eight  passed 
thioiigh  the  smoke-stack.  No  matenal  danuige  was  done  to  the  armor,  though 
in  four  places  the  iron  was  so  much  crushed  in  as  to  crack  it.  The  laacking, 
except  in  one  place  where  one  width  of  the  ceiling,  jnst  forward  of  No.  6  port 
on  the  starboard  side,  is  driven  in  about  three  fourtha  of  an  inch,  shows  no 
signs  of  having  been  started.  The  forward  shutter  of  No.  3  port  on  the  star- 
board side  was  shot  off  and  lost  overboard,  having  been  struck  on  its  upper 
edge  near  the  pivot  on  which  it  swung.  One  shot  came  through  the  wood 
work  oa  the  starboard  quarter  into  the  cabin,  and  passed  down  into  the  ward- 
room, tearing  out  a  large  piece  of  the  clamps  in  one  of  the  cabin  state-rooms, 
ripping  up  the  coaming  of  the  wardroom  hatch,  and  splintering  the  beam  under- 
neath. One  of  the  wheel  ropes,  which  ran  through  the  beam,  barely  escaped 
being  cut  away  hy  this  shot. 

Another  shot  struck  the  deck,  unprotected  by  sand  bags,  just  abaft  the 
parterners  of  the  miazenmast,  going  through  the  planking  and  glancing  off  as 
it  met  the  iron  undernea.th. 

The  iron',  however,  was  crushed  down  to  the  depth  of  an  inch  and  a  half,  and 
partially  broken. 

The  deck  pump  on  the  starboard  quarter  was  carried  away,  and  the  shot 
striking  the  sand  bags,  glanced  forward  and  remained  on  deck,  but  the  knee 
supporting  the  beam  underneath  the  place  where  the  sand  bags  lay  was  split, 
and  one  of  the  carlins  broken. 

All  these  hits  were  made  hy  10-inch  solid  shot,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
fired  with  exceedingly  heavy  charges,  some  of  them  at  a  distance  of  not  more 
than  from  nine  hundred  to  one  tliousaiid  yards. 
Very  reap  ectf ally, 

T.  H.  BISHOP,   Carpenter. 

Captain  8.  0,  Rowan, 

"  ^'    f  U.  S.  Steamer  New  Ironsides. 


Engagement  tidth  Fort  Sumter. 

Flag-Steamer  PHiLADELPiiiA, 

•      Of  Morris  Island,  Augtist  23,  1863. 
5t[{  :  This  morning,  before  daylight,  I  moved  the  five  MonitorS  to  about  800 
rds  from   Sumter,  and  opened  fire  upon  it.     A  fog  arose,  which  prevented  US 
m  seeing  the  work  a  part  of  the  time ;  nevertheless,  much  damage  must  have 
m  done  to  its  southeast  and  northeast  faces.  .  -  . 
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Sumter  only  replied  with  eix  tliots  butMniltiiP  Yith  ita  exteadeS  lines  of 
earthworks,  opened  heavily  aiid  btiuck  the  Monitors  frequently  With  heavy 
shot.  The  Weehawhen,  m  whuh  wia  my  flig  leLUved  two  blows  on  the 
pilot-houae,  which  were  more  foicible  than  any  1  have  seen  <  wmg  piobably 
to  the  diminished  distance 

Notwithstanding  the  difecultics  of  min«  ivrmg  dunng  the  ni[,ht  m  a  chan 
nel  edged  with  shoals,  oi  ly  one  of  the  Monitors  got  dgionnd  1  ut  pxtricated 
herself. 

About  6  o'clock,  the  men  being  mi  th  exhausted  by  the  laboi  f  two  sue 
cessive  days  and  nights,  I  diew  oli  m  full  daylight  undci  the  '*tcidy  fire  of  i  ort 
Moultrie. 

It  is  now  blowing  from  the  southeast,  and  when  it  subsides  I  propose  passing 
Snmter  into  the  harbor,  if  the  obstructions  are  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent 
it.  The  returns  from  all  the  vessels  have  not  yet  been  received,  so  that  I  am 
unable  to  render  a  full  statement  in  detail  at  this  time. 

The  gorge  of  Sumter  has  been  completely  ruined  by  the  severe  fire  of  the 
shore  batteries,  which  has  also  reached  the  other  faces  of  the  work,  and  must 
have  dismounted  most  of  their  barbette  guns,  besi 
walls  themselves.  In  this  the  naval  battery  of  four  rifled  c 
pated,  under  Captain  F.  A.  Parker. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLG-EEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  "Welles, 

Secretary  of  Ike  Navy,  Washington,  2>.  G. 

P.  S. — Port  Wagner  is  quite  as  strong  as  ever,  perhaps  more  so.  The 
trenches  have,  however,  been  pushed  quite  close  to  it,  and  an  assault  may  again 
take  place  before  long.     Battery  Gregg  is  also  unimpaired. 


Notes  of  the  engaganeni,  tiiiin  bi/  Fiag'Lietii&mni  Moreau  Forrest. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
OfMonis  Island,  August  24,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  notes  taken  by  Flag-Lieu- , 
tenant  Forrest,  of  the  engagement  on  the  morning  of  the  33d  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  oftki  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Note)  ofihs  engagemail  viith  Fori  Sumttr  on  tlie  nigU  iff  the  Vid  of  Augad,  1863. 

11.05  p.  TO. — Admiral,  accompanied  by  hia  staff,  Flag-Lieutenant  Forrest, 
Ensign  Adams,  and  the  pilot,  left  flag-steamer  Philadelphia,  and  at  11. SO 
hoisted  tho  flag  on  the  Weehawkeo. 

11.40. — Under  way,  and  sent  tug  to  other  Monitors  to  tell  them  to  get  under 
way. 

11.50. — Heading  up  the  channel,  accompanied  by  Montauk  and  Nahant. 

IS.^ — Shoved  alongside  Patapsco,  and  told  him  to  proceed,  whilst  flag  hailed 
Ironsides  to  show  a  red  light  as  soon  as  the  firing  commenced. 

12.30. — At  the  lower  buoy. 

1. — Hailed  Passaic,  and  shortly  aftci-wards  Patapsco,  to  tell  them  that  flag 
would  take  the  extreme  left. 
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1 .  15. — Anchored. 

1 .30. — Flag  weigLed  ancLor  and  headed  for  the  upper  huay. 

2. — Saw  the  lights  flashed  by  Ensign  Portei-  at  upper  huoy  and  headed  for 

2 .  30. — By  the  upper  buoy,     Ensiga  Porter  came  ahoaid. 

2.45. — Anchored  near  Sumter,  and  seat  Porter  to  tell  the  other  Monitors 
to  anchor  on  our  right  in  a  line  extendmg  towards  Moultrie. 

2.55. — All  the  Monitors  anchored.  The  Paesaie  on  our  right,  the  Patapaco 
on  our  left,  the  Montauk  on  our  extreme  right,  the  Nahant  just  astern  of  flag, 
flag  being  about  900  yards  from  Sumter. 

& .  03. — Flag  fired  first  shot  at  Sumter,  XI". 

3.10.— Flag  fired  XV". 

3.15. — Montauk  opened, 

3.20. — Passaic  opened.  ^ 

3.30. — Patapsco  opened  aod  the  firing  became  general.  The  practioi^was 
very  good ;  the  heavy  thugs  distinctly  heard  as  the  shot  struck  the  fort. 

3.20. — Sumter  fired  first  gun  at  flag,  just  after  sending  up  rocket;  passed 

3.45. — Gregg  opened  on  flag. 

4.10. — Heavy  fog  came  over  from  Moultrie  completely  enveloping  the  fort. 
Flag  fired  in  the  direction,  however,  having  taken  its  bearing  under  a  star. 
Hailed  the  Patapaco  and  Passaic,  giving  them  the  bearing,  and  told  them  to  do 
the  same. 

4. 15. — Flag  moved  up,  about  150  yards,  fflwsj-ds  Sumter. 

4.20. — Fog  having  lifted,  Moultrie  opened  with  a  heavy  fire  on  the  Mon- 

4 .  30. — Flag  stiTick  by  Moultrie,  and  quartermaster  wounded, 
5. — Another  fog-bank  came  over,  accompanied  by  a  breeze  from  the  eastward 
that  swung  the  ships,  and  we  had  to  suspend  operations  again. 

5.20. — Resnmed  firing  again  and  fired  until  6.10,  at  which  time  thei'e' being 
no  signs  of  the  fog  lifting,  and  it  being  broad  daylight,  flag  got  under  way  and 
moved,  down  towards  the  lower  buoy.  In  passing,  hailed  the  Monitors  to  fol- 
low flag  down  in  line. 

6.30. — Made  signal  "withdraw  from  action." 

6.40. — At  lower  buoy.  Monitors  taking  their  positions  for  coming  down 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Moultrie,  Bee,  and  Beauregard,  which  batteries  con- 
tinued their  fire  until  we  had  passed  well  down  below  the  Irensides.  In  looking 
at  the  fort  it  appeared  to  be  very  severely  battered  on  the  sea-coast  wall. 

7. — Admiral  and  staff  took  a  tug,  and  at  7.20  hoisted  the  flag  on  board  the 
Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c. 

MOKEAU  FOEREST, 

Flag'  Lieutenani. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrf.n, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Engagement  with  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  September  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  present  condition  of  affairs  here,  so  far  as  my  information  extends, 
may  be  stated  thus  : 

The  siege  batteries   of  General   Gillmore  opened  on  Sumter   on  the  17th 
and  continued  in  operation  through  the  week.     The  distance  of  the  batteries 
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from  tlie  object  exceeded  anything  of  the  Itind  hitherto  attempted  in  BUcTi 
operations. 

By  the  espiratiou  of  the  wedt  the  work  was  ruined.  The  gorge  was  com- 
pletely cut  down,  and  the  guns  on  the  other  faces  almost  entirely  disabled. 

It  was  a  new  illustration  of  the  engineeiing  art,  and  will  always  be  deemed 
a  great  triumph  for  General  Gillmoie  Without  regard  to  further  results,  I 
think  he  has  already  handsomely  earned  his  next  step  in  rank. 

Having  thus  rendered  Snmter  useless  to  the  eonfederato  system  of  defences 
here,  it  still  remains  to  tnm  the  acquisition  fully  to  account.  A  glance  at  the 
map,  and  at  the  means  at  disposal,  will  show  that  the  entire  advantage  cannot 
yet  be  realized  to  ourselves,  because  we  caanot  occupy  the  fort. 

The  army  is  unable  to  do  it  unless  possessjon  of  Fort  Wagner  is  had  ;  nor 
the  navy,  withoot  forcing  the  defences  Iby  water  in  the  shape  of  obstructions 
pi-otected  by  Fort  Moultrie,  and  under  its  foil  range,  even  to  Sumter. 

.  Gteneral  Gillmore  is  actively  engaged  on  the  one,  and  deems  the  naval  aid  in- 
dispensable to  success.  I  have  agreed  to  render  all  that  I  have.  This  neces- 
sarily compels  me  to  forego  an  immediate  movo  on  the  obstructions.  I  had  al- 
ready begun,  however,  and  some  progress  had  been  made. 

On  the  night  of  the  Ist  of  September  I  moored  the  Ironsides  and  Monitors 
up  the  channel  before  midnight,  just  before  the  flood  tide  had  ceased. 

The  first  purpose  was  to  make  sure  that  Sumter  had  no  guns  to  fire  on  ua. 
It  was  believed  that  tbey  had  remounted  a  few  on  the  NE.  and  NW.  faces.  At 
my  request  General  Gillmore  had  resumed  fire  yesterday ;  and  in  the  evening 
hotiiied  me  that  he  knocked  down  some  four  or  five  pieces  that  were  perceived 
on  the  more  remote  fronts. 

The  nearest  appi-oach  was  about  500  yards  with  the  Monitors,  my  flag  being 
in  the  Weehawken ;  but  so  great  was  the  force  of  the  tide,  that  it  was  half 
past  eleven  o'clock  before  the  first  shot  was  fired  by  the  Weehawken. 

We  lay  right  off  the  angle  of  the  NE.  and  SE.  fronts.  Being  much  occu- 
pied in  the  movements  of  the  vessels,  I  did  not  perceive  that  Sumter  fired;  but 
Flag-Lieu  tenant  Preston  saw  distinctly  two  shots  fired  from  a  gun  on  the  east- 

The  firing  was  steadily  maintained  from  all  the  Monitors,  which  were  woU 
handled. 

The  Ironsides  was  brought  np  to  a  good  range,  and  joined  in  the  action. 

Meanwhile  Moultrie  opened  a  rapid  and  sustained  fire  from  its  extended  line, 
which  told  with  effect ;  the  obscurity  of  tho  night,  however,  interfered  with 
their  accuracy  of  aim  at  objects  so  small  as  the  turrets. 

Our  fire  was  also  directed  at  the  floating  obstructions  that  bad  been  reported 
from  day  to  day. 

I  should  have  wished  to  remain  aiter  daylight,  so  as  to  have  had  a  good  view 
of  the  scene  of  operations,  but  the  flood  tide  set  in  before  daylight,  which  would 
have  exposed  the  Monitors  unnecessarily,  so  I  withdrew,  leaving  it  to  another 
morning  to  prosecute  the  matter. 

The  vessels  were  engaged  for  five  hours,  and  in  that  time  fired  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  shots,  and  received  in  all  seventy-one  hits  ;  of  these,  the  Iron- 
sides fii-ed  fifty,  and  received  seven. 

The  enemy  fired  some  shot  of  wedge  shape,  samples  of  which  were  picked 
np  on  the  decks  of  the  Lehigb — an  absurd  practice,  originating  in  the  brain 
of  some  wild  inventor.  A  round  shot  struck  the  base  of  the  Weehawken'a 
(flag)  turret,  and  drove  in  a  fragment  of  iron,  which  struck  Fleet  Captain 
Badger  on  the  leg  and  broke  it  short — so  that  I  have  lost  three  flag-captains 
in  the  short  space  of  two  months,  which  has  embarrassed  me  beyond  meas- 
ure in  the  transaction  of  public  business;  Captain  Taylor  went  home  sick. 
Captain  Rodgers  was  killed  in  action,  and  now  Captain  Badger  is  badly 
wounded. 

■  r.b,Goo'^lc 
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I  shall  feol  greatly  the  losa  of  Captain  Eadg'er's  service  at  this  tiiuB.  He  has 
been  with  me  fur  more  tbau  eight  years,  and  hia  sterling  qualities  have  rendered 
him  one  of  the  very  best  ordnance  officers  in  the  navy.  I  hope  hia  disability 
mttp  be  short. 

The  commanders  of  the  iron-clada — Captain  8.  0.  Rowan,  Commander 
Thomas  H.  Stevens,  Commander  A.  Bryaon,  Commander  E.  R.  Oolhonn,  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  E.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  J.  J.  Comwell — handled  their  vessels  with  ability  in  the 
narrow  channel  and  the  obscurity  of  the  night.  ' 

I  should  have  j-esumed  operations  with  a  view  of  forcing  a  passage,  but 
Gfeneral  Gilimore  is  now  ready  for  another  movement,  and  I  propose  to  assist 
him  first. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  DAHLGBEN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wrllrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Evacuation  of  Fort  Wagner  and 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  S.  U.,  September  7,  1863. 
Sir;  The  enemy  evacuated  Fort  "Wagner  and  Batteiy  Greg^  during  the 
night.  An  assault  was  to  have  been  made  at  nine  (9)  a.  m.  this  morning, 
preparatory  to  which  a  steady  cannoaade  was  maintained  all  of  yesterday  from 
the  trenches  and  the  Ironsides.  A  deserter  gave  notice  to  General  Gilimore  of 
the  evacuation.  I  have  demanded  Sumter  to  surrender,  being  no  loDger  defen- 
sible, and  am  waiting  an  answer  from  Charleston.  If  in  the  uegative,  I  shall 
move  at  once  on  it  and  the  ohatruetions.  A  Monitor  has  already  taken  position. 
I  Iiave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Adtniral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Engagement  with  forts  in  Charleston  harhor. 

Flag-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 
Of  Morris  Island,  September  8,  1863, 

8(R :  I  have  already  informed  you,  by  express  despatch,  that  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  whole  of  Morris  island  yesterday  morning,  just  previous  to  an 
assault.  I  immediately  designed  to  put  in  operation  a  plan  to  capture  Fort 
Sumter,  and,  as  a  preliminaiy,  ordered  the  Weehawken  to  pass  in  by  a  narrow 
channel,  winding  about  Cummings's  Point,  so  as  to  cut  off  all  communication 
hy  that  direction.  In  so  doing  the  Weehawken  grounded,  and  though  at  low 
water,  did  not  succeed  in  floating  at  the  next  high  tide. 

Late  in  the  day,  at  the  proper  time,  I  went  on  board  the  Ironsides, 
and  moved  up  with  the  iron-ctads  to  feel  and,  if  possible,  pass  the  obstruc- 
tions north  of  Sumter.     Moultrie  and  batteries  Bee  and  Beauregard  quickly 
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opened  onuB,  and  soon  experienced  a  severe  firefi-oraourTessels,wliicIi  was  con- 
tinued nntil  I  deemed  it  best  to  give  entire  attention  to  tlie  Weehawken.  Steam- 
tugs  and  haweere  weie  provided  amply,  but  at  the  bigb.  tide  of  this  morning 
did  not  succeed  in  floating  ber.  About  7  a,  m.  the  enemy  perceived  her  con- 
dition and  began  to  iire  from  Moultrie,  about  two  thousand  yards  distant.  I 
ordered  up  the  iron-clada  to  cover  the  Weehawken,  which,  meanwhile,  gallantly 
replied,  and,  in  less  than  an  hour's  firing,  blew  up  one  of  tlie  enemy's  maga- 
Bines,  which  was  recognized  by  a  cheer  from  the  men  of  our  vessels  near  me. 
Some  movement  in  Sumter  seemed  to  draw  attention  from  the  Weehawken, 
which,  with  a  few  well-directed  sheila,  settled  that  business. 

Captain  Colhoun  has,  in  my  opinion,  more  than  compensated  for  the  misfor- 
tune of  getting  aground  by  the  handsome  mannei-  in  which  he  has  retorted  on 
the  adversary  and  defended  the  glorious  flag  that  floats  above  him.  At  11^ 
a.  m.  I  telegraphed  to  him :  "  Well  done,  Weehawken.  Don't  give  up  the  ship." 
We  may  lose  the  services  of  this  vebsel — I  hope  not — ^but  the  honor  of  the 
flag  will  be  maintained. 

It  is  pjoper  to  say  that  the  irou-clads  have  been  navigated  under  the  most 
disadvantageous  circumstances.  They  really  have  not  had  pilots.  Mr  God- 
frey has  left  us,  and  Mr.  Haffords  fell  off  the  turret  at  night,  being  the  only 
reij  pilots  in  this  squadron.  The  Monitors  have  been  aground  several  times  in 
action,  and  it  is  surprising  that  some  of  them  have  not  been  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGEEN. 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDiioN  Wbi.les, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WasJiington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — 6  p.  m.  I  am  happy  tn  Bay  that  at  high  water  the  Weehawken  was 
gotten  off.  I  commend  Captain  Colhoun,  his  officers  aud  crew,  to  the  notice  of 
the  department.  The  crews  of  the  other  vessels  cheered  spontaneously  as  he 
passed. 


Heport  of  Commander  E.  JR.  Cothona,  commanding  the  Weehamkea, 

Uniteo  States  Ieon-clad  Weehawtken, 

Of  Fort  Wagner,  S.  C,  September  9,  1863. 
Sir  !  On  the  7th  instant,  m  obedience  to  joni  ordei  I  proceeded  with  the 
Weehawken  to  buoy  out  the  channel  inside  the  buoy  off  Fort  Wagner,  in  the 
direction  of  Cumminge'a  Point  After  passing  the  buoy  off  Wagner  about  200 
yards,  I  dropped  a  buoy  in  seventeen  feet  water  and  agam  400  yards  farther 
on,  a  second  one  in  fifteen  feet  water  steeling  up  nearly  midway  between 
Oummings's  Point  and  Sumter  I  anchored  at  8  30  a  m  about  300  yards  from 
the  last  buoy,  it  being  then  neaily  low  watei  At  ■)  30  a  m.  she  swung  to  the 
flood  tide,  and  the  channel  being  n«urjw  she  touched  bottom  very  lightly  in 
eleven  feet  water.  When  the  tide  had  iisen  sufliciently  to  float  her  I  got  under 
way,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  to  '  return  to  my  anchoiage  near  the  New 
Ironsides,"  but  in  consequence  of  the  shoal  wat<'r  she  steered  very  badly ; 
taking  a  "  rank  sheer "  to  port,  she  brought  up  on  the  bank  in  eleven  feet 
water.  In  the  afternoon,  at  high  water,  I  f-iiled  to  got  her  off.  as  also  on  the 
following  morning,  though  eveiy  efioit  wa&  made  by  taking  coal  and  shot  out, 
with  one  tug  to  assist  us. 
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At  8,30  a.  ra.  Fort  Moultrie  opened  on  us,  tlie  lower  part  of  the  overhang 
on  the  port  side  being  then  nearly  out  of  water.  As  we  lay  upon  tho  bank 
Fort  Moultrie  was  nearly  oa  our  port  beam.  She  fired  slowly  and  deliberately 
at  first  to  get  the  range,  aiming  under  the  overhang,  then  with  rapidity,  fol- 
lowed by  other  batteries  on  Sullivan'e  island.  This  1  had  expected  and  was 
ready  for.  I  had  been  on  deck  from  early  in  the  morning,  and  had  given  orders 
to  let  the  men  sleep  after  their  hard  work  during  the  night.  We  opened  in  a 
few  minutes  on  Moultrie.  The  second  shell  from  the  XV-inch  gun  exploded  a 
magazine  to  the  left  of  the  flag-staff,  and  she,  was  silent  for  some  time.  When 
tho  Ironsides  and  Monitors  engaged  the  batteries  they  ceased  firing  at  us.  I 
then  sent  the  men  to  breakfast,  and  after  they  had  finished,  opened  on  Sumter. 
When  the  Ironsides  and  Monitors  withdrew  from  action  they  let  the  Weehawken 
alone. 

I  then  made  my  preparations  to  get  afloat  at  high  water  in  the  afternoon,  and 
succeeded,  though  under  a  heavy  fire  from  Sullivan's  island  and  Fort  Simkins 
6q  James  island.  I  had  three  men  wounded  by  a  shot  from  battery  Bee,  strik- 
ing on  top  of  the  turret,  breaking  the  plating  and  railroad  iron — one,  John  O. 
Grady,  ordinary  seaman,  severely  in  the  left  thigh.  I  enclose  herewith  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  E.  M.  Stein's  report.  We  were  hit  twenty-four  times,  doing  no 
material  damage.  One  shot  struck  the  lower  part  of  the  overhang,  passed 
under,  made  a  bole  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  fractured  the  iron  from 
the  angles.  The  leak  was  soon  stopped.  We  fired  at  Moultrie  and  battery 
Bee  3G  shell ;  at  Sumter  46— total  82. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their 
behavior.     Buch  a  measure   of  endurance,  patriotism,  and  valor  as  I  have  seen 
exhibited  since  I  have  been  in  command  assures  me  they  cannot  be  excelled. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  E.  COLHOUN,  Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comman,ding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


IlfpoH  of  jls!!S(un[  Surgeon  Stem  cif  casM^Jliffl  on  the   Wiehonikea. 


9ik:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  whilst  this  vessel  was  lying  ashore  ofE 
Cummings's  Point  yesterday  afternoon,  a  shot  from  battery  Bee  struck  her  on 
tho  top  of  the  turret,  breaking  off  several  pieces  of  railroad  iron,  which  wounded 
tho  following  three  men,  who  were  standing  inside  the  turret  at  the  time ; 

John  0 .  Grady,  ordinary  seaman,  fracture  of  the  left  thigh  and  slight  wound 
near  right  arm  ;  Edward  Christiansen,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded  slightly  in  the 
left  foot;  Bernard  Cassidy,  landsman,  wounded  slightly  in  the  bi-east  and  right 
leg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

EDWIN  M.  STEIN, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  I^avy. 
Commander  E.  E.  Oolhotjn, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Weehawken. 
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Addilio'iittl  rrjHirls  relative  to  the  attack  ii^on  the  forts  om  the  8;A  of  Septemher. 

[Despatch  No.  77.] 

Flag-Stramer  Harvest  Moon, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  V.,  February  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  tranatnit,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  reports  of 
Captain  C.  W.  Pickering,  of  the  Canandaigua ;  Lieutenant  Oommander  h'. 
M.  Bunce,  of  the  Patapsco  ;  Lieutenant  P.  J.  Higginson,  of  the  Houaatonic  ; 
Acting  Master  Comnianding  Benjamin  0.  Dean,  of  the  Dan  Smith  ;  and  Acting 
Master  Commanding  J.  P.  Carr,  of  the  Daffodil,  of  their  respective  participation 
in  the  assault  upon  Sumter  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  September  last. 

These  reports  were  not  received  until  some  time  suI)S6C[ueiit  to  my  despatch 
upon  the  subject,  and  I  now  forward  them  in  justice  to  all  the  ofSeers  concerned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  r^pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Kear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Sq^uadron. 
Hon.  G-TDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  oftke  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  Status  Steamship  Housatonic, 

Of  Charleston,  S.  0.,  October  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  forwarding  the  enclosed  report  from  Ensign  Craven.  I  would  state, 
in  reference  to  the  Honsatonic's  second  launch,  alluded  to  as  not  having  been 
brought  into  action,  that  J  Ijave  interrogated  the  cockswain  of  that  launch  upon 
the  subject,  who  states  as  follows  : 

The  launch  had  heen  employed  for  several  days  previous  in  the  creek.  Half 
of  her  crew,  being  sick,  were  put  on  board  the  flag-ship  Philadelphia,  and  six 
m^nes  with  a  sergeant  took  their  place.  There  was  mo  officer  in  charge  of  the 
boat,  and  none  of  the  crew  knew  anything  of  theii*  destination  further  than  the 
fact  that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  somewhere.  The  tog,  in  approaching  Sumter 
with  the  boats  in  tow,  swept  around  a  buoy,  fouled  the  boats  and  ci^t  them  off. 
In  the  cDnfusion  which  ensued,  the  launch  followed  the  lead  of  the  Honsatonic's 
first  launch,  which  was  manned  with  a  crew  from  the  Powhatan,  with  no  officer 
in  charge.  These  two  launches,  instead  of  going  to  Fort  Sumter,  wont  along- 
side the  Philadelphia ;  and  from  thence  were  ordered  to  the  fort.  Upon  get- 
ting within  forty  or  fifty  yards  of  the  fort,  the  cockswain  of  the  second  launch 
states  that  the  sergeant  told  them  that  they  had  better  go  back ;  that  there  was 
no  one  to  tell  them  where  to  go,  and  that  they  would  only  get  shot — that  some 
of  the  boats  were  already  retreating,  &c. 

Whereupon  the  second  launch  alluded  to  in  the  report  pulled  for  the  Iron- 
sides, where  she  made  fast  until  the  next  day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  PICKERING,  Captain. 

Bear- Admiral  X  A.  Dahlghepj, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  i 
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United  States  Iron-clad  Patapsco, 

Port  Royal,  Srptemier  23,  1863. 

Sir  ;  I  baTe  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  3lBt  instant. 

Id  obedience  to  ite  requirements,  I  would  state  that  I  left  the  flag-ateamer 
at  11  p.  m.,  and  with  the  other  boats,  in  tow  of  a  tug,  stood  up  towaj'ds  Fort 
Sumter. 

After  communicating  with  the  two  Monitors  on  picket,  we  were  towed  to 
within  about  nine  hundred  yards  of  Tort  Snmtev.  The  boats  were  then 
formed  in  three  columns;  Lieutenant  Higgecson  with  his  column  was  ordered 
to  move  up  the  northwest  face;  the  other  two  columns  to  close  up  and  move 
up  towards  Sumter. 

As  we  approached  the  fort  many  of  the  boats  gave  way  strongly  and  landed. 
The  order  was  then  given  to  push  for  the  fort,  and  all  gave  way. 

The  foremost  boats  were  received  by  a  heavy  fire  of  mnsketiy,  hand  gre- 
nades, &c.,  from  the  fort.  Moultrie  and  some  of  the  Sullivan's  island  batteries 
also  opened,  together  with  one  of  the  rebel  gunboats.  We  pushed  in  till  the 
boat  grounded,  and  it  became  perfectly  apparent  that  there  was  no  footing  for 
the  men,  nor  any  mpans  of  scaling  the  high  walls.  The  order  was  then  given 
for  all  boats  to  withdraw,  and  after  some  little  delay  all,  as  I  supposed,  bad 
shoved  off.  We  then  withdrew  to  the  tug,  where  a  large  number  of  boats  were 
already  collected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANOIS  M.  BUNCE, 
Lienienant  Commander,  United  Stales  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlubbn, 

Comd'g  S.  A.  B.  S.,  Flag-ship  FhiJaddphia,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

In  forwarding  this  report,  I  have  to  state  that  Ensign  C.  H.  Craven  is  too 
sick  to  make  the  report  required  of  him. 

C.  W.  PICKERING,  Captain,. 


Umted  State.s  Steamkk  Hoiisatonic, 

Off  CkarUston,  S.  C,  September  31,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  t!ie  honor  to  mnke  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
boats  under  my  commaud  in  the  naval  assault  on  Port  Snmter  on  the  Sth  of 
September,  1863. 

After  casting  off  from  the  tng,  I  pulled  up  to  the  northeast  face  of  the  fort, 
in  obedience  to  my  instJ-uctions.  I  succeeded  in  reaching  the  foi-t  without  being 
seen,  and  immediately  attempted  to  land. 

I  found  myself  upon  a  naiTow  ledge  of  sharp  rocks,  in  which  no  foothold 
could  be  obtained.  My  boats  were  in  danger  of  getting  stove,  and  after  several 
ineffectual  attempts  I  withdrew. 

I  then  palled  around  to  the  southeast  face,  and  fonnd  the  boats  were  in 
retreat.  Picking  up  a  boat  in  which  there  were  but  two  men,  I  pulled  out. 
As  I  was  pulling  up  to  the  northeast  face,  I  observed  a  steamer  close  to  the  fort 
on  my  right.  Whether  she  was  an  iron-clad  vessel  or  a  river  steamer,  I  am 
unable  to  state.  My  impression  is  that  she  was  -the  latter.  As  I  neared  the 
fort  she  steamed  quietly  away  towards  Charleston. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

F.  J.  HIGGINSON,  Lieutenant. 
K«ai-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgben, 

Flag-Steamer  PAi/adelp/da,  off'  Morris  Island,  S.  C, 
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United  States  Schooner  Dan  Smith, 

Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  September  9,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  transmit  the  following  report : 
At  6  p.  m.  oa  tlie  Stii  instant  I  received  an  order  from  the  fleet  captain  to  send 
two  of  my  boats  with  men  armed  with  revolvers  and  cutlasses. 

At  T.30  p.  m.  I  sent  Acting  Master's  Mate  Jacob  C.  Van  De venter,  in  charge 
of  first  andT  secodd  cutters,  with  twelve  men,  armed  as  per  order,  to  report  to 
fleet  captain. 

At  4.15  a.  m.  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  0.  Van  Deventer,  returned  in  first 
entter,  after  having  reported  oa  board  flag-sMp,  whose  report_you  will  please 


I  have  also  to  report  that  the  second  cutter  has  not  returned,  and  that  the 
following  named  crew  are  missing,  namely ;  William  Dowden,  boatswain's 
"mate;  Alexander  Clark,  carpenter's  mate!  Henry  B.  Middleton,  master-at- 
arms;  Kichard  Kaine,  ordinary  seaman;  I'rancia  Swift,  landsman. 

At  12.15  A.  m.  I  sent  gig  and  four  men  on  board  flag-ship,  which  returuBd  at 
7.30  a.  m. 

Hoping  this  may  meet  your  approval,  sir,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  C.  DEAN, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Eear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N„ 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading   Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Daffobil, 
Off  Morris  Island,  8.  C,  Seylember  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  re- 
port. At  9  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes  on  the  8th  instant,  by  order  of  Captain 
Stevens,  I  left  the  flag-ship,  with  twenty-five  boats  in  tow.  We  stopped  at  the 
Montauk,  and  Captain  Stevens  went  on  boai-d  of  her.  In  fiiieen  minutos  he 
returned,  and  ordered  me  to  proceed  up  to  the  Patapsco.  He  wont  on  board  of 
her.  In  twenty  minutes  he  returned,  and  put  his  pilot  on  board,  and  ordered 
me  to  proceed  to  Fort  Sumter.  At  eleven  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes  was 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Fort  Sumter,  in  eight  feet  of  water,  which  I  re- 
ported to  Captain  Stevens.  He  then  said  he  wanted  to  go  nearer.  I  told  hiai 
I  could  not  go  any  nearer,  aa  we  had  already  touched  the  bottom.  He  then 
ordered  me  to  go  up  to  the  picket  Monitor,  which  I  did,  and  he  wont  on  board. 
In  a  short  time  he  returaed,  and  took  his  pilot  into  the  boat.  He  then  ordered  , 
me  to  go  toward  Fort  Sumter  again,  which  I  did;  and  after  getting  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  fort,  and  in  eight  feet  of  water,  I  reported  it  to  him. 
He  ordered  the  boats  to  cast  off  from  tiie  steamer,  and  told  me  to  come  to  an 
aniihor,  and  wait  for  the  boats  to  tow  them  out.  After  coming  a  sboi-t  distance 
I  saw  the  Philadelphia,  and  told  them  they  would  be  ashore  if  they  went  twice 
their  length  further.  I  was  then  near  the  smalt  buoy  off  the  point  of  the  flats 
near  Sumter.  About  2  o'clock  I  came  to  anchor  in  two  and  three-quarters 
fathoms  of  water.  About  3  o'clock  Captain  Stevens  came  alongside,  and 
ordered  me  to  leave  with  the  boats  in  tow,  and  take  them  to  the  steamer 
Memphis  and  leave  them,  which  I  did. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  CARB, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  Daffodil. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Ccmmnnding  S.  A.  B.  Sfuadryn,  off  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 
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Injuries  to  (he  Monitors. 
[Despatch  No.  130.] 


Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 
'  Morris  Idand,  September  8,  18( 


Sir:  Oonformably  to  your  directions,  I  will  cause  weekly  reports  to  be 
made  of  the  injuries  suatained  by  the  iron-clads. 

The  heavy  shot  fired  which  have  struck  have  generally  been  10-inch,  and 
are  well  borne  at  1,200  yards;  but  when  the  distance  is  less  than  1,000  yards 
there  is  a  marked  difference. 

The  shot  which  struck  the  top  of  the  Catskill's  pilot-houao  on  a  g'lance, 
killing'  Captain  Kodgers  and  Paymaster  Woodbury,  must  have  been  a  lO-inch, 
To  prevent  similar  accidents,  the  plate  should  be  strengtiiened  and  have  an 
interior  lining. 

The  shot  which  struck  the  turret  of  the  Weehawken  at  the  base  came  from 
Moultrie,  and  was'  probably  a  10-inch.  It  detached  a  portion  of  the  interior 
lining,  which  broke  Captain  Badger's  leg. 

The  decks  always  suffer  severely,  and  two  or  three  of  the  Monitors  are 
now  in  need  of  repairs  from  this  cause. 

The  Catskill  has  been  eighteen  days  at  Port  Eoyal  under  repairs;  when 
she  returns  another  will  be  sent. 

Ensign  Johnson  was  slightly  hurt  last  night  in  tbe  turret  by  a  bolt, 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear-Admiral  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GmEOH  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Services  of  the  New  Ironsides  against  the  defences  of  Charleston. 

FlAG-StEAMBH    PHlLAnEl.PHIA, 

Of  Morris  Island,  September  15,  1863. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  concerning  the  part  taken  by  the  Iron- 
sides in  some  of  the  recent  actions,  and  concur  with  Captain  Rowan  in  the 
estimate  be  takes  of  the  services  of  the  ship  and  ship's  company,  in  which  I 
consider  himself  as  moat  conspicuous. 

The  spar  deck,  not  included  in  the  armor,  exhibits  evidence  of  the  severe 
fire  to  which  the  vessel  has  been  exposed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN", 
Mear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron.    ■ 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Eqiori  qf  CapUaa  S.  0.  Rowan. 

.  United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Wort  Wagner,  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  September  10,  1863. 

Sib:  The  Weehawken  being  hard  aground  off  the  pass  between  Sumter 

and  Oummings'a  Point,  the  baiteries  from  Port  Moultrie  opened  upon  her. 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  moved  this  ship  up  (casting  off  the  Memphis,  which 

was  at  the  time  supplying  me  with  shell)  and  anchored  off  buoy  No.  3,  inters 
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posiDg  my  ship,  and  completely  covering  tlio  Wcehawken  from  tlie  fire  of  the 
enemy.  The  moment  we  anchored  and  commenced  swinging  head  on  to  Fort 
Moultrie,  the  enemy  opened  a  concentrated  fire  upon  us  which  was  terrific. 
Portonately,  however,  we  succeeded  in  getting  her  port  broadside  to  bear 
by  the  time  he  had  gotten  our  range.  We  opened  slowly  at  first  to  get  range 
on  Moultrie,  when  I  directed  a  very  spirited  and  concentrated  fire  on  that 
fort,  which  compelled  it  to  slacken.  I  soon  discovered  that  we  suffered  se- 
verely from  their  other  batteries  of  lO-inch  guns,  between  Moultrie  and  Beau- 
regard, when  I  directed  two  guns  to  he  opened  on  each  of  them.  One  of  the 
heaviest  guns  in  their  works  was  dismounted,  and  the  fire  of  the  others  sen- 
sibly slackened.  I  then  directed  one  gun  to  continue  rapid  fire  on  each  of 
these  forts,  and  directed  the  remaining  fire  to  open  on  Moultrie.  The  fire  of 
all  the  forts  slackened  down  to  an  occasional  gun,  when  I  directed  a  slow 
fire  to  he  kept  up  to  economize  shell.  The  moment  the  enemy  discovered 
this,  he  jumped  from  hehind  his  sand  bags  and  opened  rapidly.  I  renewed 
our  rapid  fire  and  silenced  him  again.  Having  but  thirty  shells  left,  I  di- 
rected the  anchor  to  he  weighed,  keeping  up  a  well-directed  fire  from  such 
guns  as  were  not  tendered  unavailable  in  working  the  cables  and  anchors, 
and  BO  withdrew  from  action  (for  want  of  ammunition}  without  further  mo- 
lestation, after  one  of  the  severest  aitiUery  duels  ever  sustained  by  a  ship 
through  a  space  of  two  hours  and  fifty-five  minutes. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fine  bearing,  zeal, 
and  gallantly  of  the  divisional  officers — Lieutenant  H.  B.  Robeson,  Acting 
Master  Georae  W.  Domett,  Acting  Master  John  M.  Skillings,  Acting  Ensign 
Charles  W.  Howard,  and  Ensign  Benjamin  H.  Porter. 

The  captains  of  guns  and  their  spirited  crews  have  my  warmest  thanks  for 
the  splendid  manner  in  which  tbey  handled  their  guna.  Paymaster  Russell 
has  my  thanks  for  great  zeal  and  ability  in  command  of  the  powder  and 
shell  division.  I  particularly  recommend  to  your  notice,  and  that  of  the  de- 
partment, the  services  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Belknap,  to  whose  zeal  and 
ability  as  executive  officer  I  am  so  much  indebted,  for  his  untiring  efi'orts  to 
mate  the  ship  efScient  in  every  department,  and  for  his  fine  judgment  and 
beai-ing  in  carrying  out  my  orders  as  commander  of  the  gun  deck  during  the 
fourteen  times  this  ship  has  been  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 

The  pilot,  Mr.  Benjamin  Dorey,  merits  my  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  has  handled  this  ship,  particularly  in  working  her  up  to  Moultrie 
in  the  night  without  lights,  hearings,  or  compass.         •         #         #         « 

I  am  happy  to  say  I  have  but  few  casualties.  The  surgeon's  report  of 
them  is  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  0.  KOWAN, 
Captain  Commanding. 

Boar-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgres, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


J!epml  of  Surgeon  M,  Buvall  of  tie  easaaliiea  on  Oie  NeiB  Ironeides. 

Uhited  States  Ship  Kew  Ironsides, 
Of  Fort  Wagner,  South  Carolina,  St'ptejnber  11,  1863. 
Sir:  In  obedience  ki  your  order,  I  have  to  report  that,  in  the  action  recently 
with  the  forts  on  Sullivan's  island.  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Domett  was 
wounded  in  the  upper  lip  from  a  splinter  overhead,  which  cut  through  the  lip 
and  struck  the  gum.  This  was  a  slight  wound,  winch  did  not  prevent  Mr. 
Domett  from  directing  his  guns,  nor  has  it  interfered  with  his   duLy  since. 
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George  M.  Knapp,  seaman,  attached  to  gun  No,  5,  was  wounded  in  tlie 
giana  penis  and  prepuce  by  a  splinter  of  iron,  which  was  cither  a  fragment 
of  a  shot  or  of  a  shutter.  This  fragment  came  in  between  the  ahuttera 
nearly  closed.  This  is  a  slight  wound,  but  it  renders  it  iiecesaary  to  keep 
the  patient  recumbent.  William  Connell,  ordinaiy  seaman,  contusion  of 
knee,  from  a  lever  in  working  No,  6  gun.  Mild  case;  will  be  restored  in 
short  time. 

Very  respectfully, 

MAKIUS  DUVALL,  Surgeon. 
Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  New  Ironsides. 


Report  of  Executive  Ojjicer  H.  B.  Robeson  of  the  firing  of  the  NeiB  Iroiisidcs. 

UtfiTEn  States  New  Ship  Ironsides, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  September  8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  hcinor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  firing  of  this 
ship  during  the  recent  engagements  with  the  rebel  defences  of  Charleston: 


.•„.„.„■, 

Date. 

1 
1 

1 

-■3 

K 

0 

Otject. 

Kemarks. 

New  Iixinsides 

Sept.  6,  1863 
9,.pt  7,  1863 
Sept   a,  1863 

38 
152 
i83 

'24" 
70 

Yds. 
1,300 
1,200 
1,200 

Fort  Wagner. 
Fort  Moultrie. 

The  report  of  Sept,  6 
iticiudea  firing   from 
meridian  to  euDdown. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  ROBESON. 
Lieutenant  and  Ordnance  Officer. 
Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commandinff  New  Ironsides. 


Fart  toJsen  hy  the 


in  oitacks  at  Charleston. 


United  States  Ikon-clad  Steamer  Patapsco, 

S^tember  33,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department,  I  have  to 
state  that,  during  the  time  I  have  been  in  command  of  tiis  vessel,  she 
has  been  engaged  with  the  batteries  and  defences  of  Charleston  and  its 
approaches  six  times. 

On  the  33d  of  August  opened  fire  on  Fort  Wagner,  and  engaged,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Monitor  Weehawken,  for  about  two  hours  without  receiving 
any  damage.  On  the  23d  of  August,  in  company  with  all  the  Monitors 
and  the  Ironsides,  wont  up  within  800  yards  of  Sumter,  and  engaged  it  for 

II.  Ex.  Doc.  69 IC 
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three  and  a  half  hoiira,  under  a  atrong  fire  from  the  enemy's  defences,  with- 
out receiving  any  material  damage  from  tlieir  lire;  and  that,  on  the  31st 
of  the  same  month,  with  the  Monitor  Weehawten,  opened  flre  npon  Port 
Moultrie,  at  a  distance  of  about  1,000  yards,  for  half  an  hour.  Subsequently, 
being  joined  on  the  same  day  by  the  Passaic  and  Montauk,  and  occupying 
the  same  relative  poeitioD,  again  attacked  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's 
island,  without  receiving  any  material  injury,  the  Patapsco  being  hit  seven 
times.  This  engagement  lasted  for  about  two  hours,  and  was  terminated 
by  the  signal  order  from  the-  admiral  to  withdraw  from  action.  Upon  the 
night  of  the  next  day  another  demonstration,  participated  in  by  all  the 
Monitors  and  Ironsides,  was  made  upon  Sumter,  which  lasted  for  about  four 
hours,  under  a  heavy  cross-fire  from  tlie  enemy's  guns,  when  we  were  struck 
several  times,  without  receiving  any  important  injuries,  except  from  one 
shot  which  penetrated  the  deck  badly. 

Upon  the  7th  of  September,  at  5.30  p,  ra.,  the  iron-clads  again  got  under 
way,  with  the  exception  of  the  Weehawken,  aground,  the  intention  being 
for  this  vessel  to  go  as  close  to  the  obstructions  as  was  prudent,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  them,  while  the  other  vessels  engaged  heavily  the 
enemy.  We  succeeded  in  going  within  150  yards  of  them,  when  we  met 
with  a  terrific  fire  from  Fort  Moultrie  and  Battery  Bee,  wijh  all  the  sur- 
rounding batteries,  which  we  sustained  for  half  an  hour,  when  the  Patapsco 
dropped  down  to  where  the  Ironsides  was  anchored  near  Moultile,  and  I 
went  on  board  to  report  to  the  admiral. 

During  this  engagement  we  were  struck  twenty-three  times  in  as  many 
minutes,  the  ship  receiving  some  very  considerable  wounds.  Two  of  the 
shot  broke  through  the  deck  plank;  one  stove  in  the  top  of  t!ie  pilot-house 
badly;  while  another,  striking  upon  the  edge  of  the  turret,  carried  away 
two  of  the  T-iron  beams. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  September  all  the  iron-clads,  with  the 
Weehawken,  then  aground,  excepted,  moved  up  to  attack  the  defences  upon 
Sullivan's  island.  At  11  o'clock  a.  m.  anchored  nearly  abreast  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  and  within  SOO  yards  of  it,  and  opened  an  enfilading  flre  upon 
Battery  Bee,  the  batteries  upon  Sullivan's  island  replying  briskly.  At  1.30, 
just  as  the  signal  from  the  Ironsides  was  made  to  withdraw  from  action, 
the  smoke-stack  was  nearly  carried  away  and  our  engine  disabled  from  the 
effect  of  one  of  our  shot;  hailed  the  Nahant  and  requested  to  be  taken  in 
tow,  which  was  gallantly  performed  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Cornwell, 
who  towed  us  out  of  action,  and  we  anchored  near  the  Ironsides,  which 
had  dropped  to  seaward  and  out  of  range  of  the  forte  and  fire  of  the  enemy. 
We  received  three  shots — one  of  which  cut  the  shank  and  stock  of  the 
spare  anchor,  stowed  abaft  the  tuiTet  in  two,  and  carried  the  upper  half 
overboard. 

The  health  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Patapsco  is  excellent,  and  tbeir 
performance  in  the  several  engagements  we  have  had  with  the  enemy  all 
that  .could  be  desired. 

While  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  vessel  is  not  so  good  as  new,  I  think, 
when  the  repairs  in  progress  arc  completed,  she  will  be  in  a  condition  to  do 
good  service  and  give  and  take  hard  blows.  The  efiect  of  the  firing  upon 
the  men  below  has  not  been  complained  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ■ 

T.  H.  STEVENS,  Gornmandei-. 

Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgreh,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  South  Aflanlio  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Reports  from   ojicers   commanding  Monitors   in    South  Atlantic  hlockaHing 
squadron  relative  to  their  condition. 

[Deepatch  No.  159.] 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  September  23,  1863. 
Sir:  This  docnment  bBohIc!  have  gone  on  the  19th  by  the  Pulton,  if  the 
commander  of  that  vessel  had  heen  ao  polite  as'  to  wait  five  minutes  longer. 
Eneloaed  aie  sundry  documents  furnishing  more   or  leas  of  the  information 
called  for  hy  the  department  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  Monitors,  viz: 
Eeport  from  Mr.  Patriet  Hnghea,  assistant  inspector  of  iron-clada,  Port 
Royal;  Commander  A.  Bryson,  Lehigh;  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.Davis, 
Montauk;  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  Passaic;  Lieutenant  E.  C.  V. 
Blake,  Catskill;  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Oomwell,  Nahant, 

Erom  -which  it  will  he  seen  that  my  movements  are  now  stayed  by  the 
necessity  of  repairing  the  Monitors,  otherwise  I  should  be  ready  to  resume 
operations  as  soon  as  the  aide-wheel  steamer  arrives  here.  The  department  no 
doubt  nnderstande  that  this  operation  must  be  more  or  leas  decisive  in  its 
character.  If  the  obstructions  between  Sumter  and  Moulti'ie  are  passed,  little 
or  no  pause  ought  to  ensue  before  moving  against  the  next  set,  which  is  pro- 
tected by  the  guns  of  Forta  Johnson,  Moultrie,  and  Eipley,  and  by  three  iron- 
elada.  On  the  other  hand,  I  ought  to  retire  only  after  sustaining  considerable 
loss.  If  I  were  free  to  chooae,  I  should  say  that  ten  Monitors  are  the  leaat 
number  to  meet  contingencies.  But  I  have  only  seven,  and  do  not  know 
whether  the  department  may  be  prepared  to  send  me  any  more. 

The  progress  to  Charleston  will  embrace — 

1st.  The  passage  of  the  obstructions  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 

2d.  Endurance  of  the  fire  of  Moultrie,  Johnson,  and  Ripley. 

3d.  The  passage  of  obatructiona  near  Ripley  and  encounter  with  the  three. 

4th.  Attack  of  Eipley. 

5th.  Obstructions  beyond,  attack  of  Pinkney,  and  any  works  at  Charleston, 

A  certain  portion  of  our  force  may  be  properly  risked  to  attain,  the  purpose, 

but  I  presume  the  department  would  hardly  peimit  me  to  go  so  far  as  not  to 

attain  the  object,  and  perhaps  expose  the  commimi cations  of  the  land  forces  on 

the  island. 

It  aeems  proper  to  bring  this  subject  to  your  attention,  because  it  may  he 
more  or  less  connected  with  other  plans,  of  which  I  am  ignorant,  and  which  the 
department  may  prefer  to  keep  within  its  own  control.  Will  the  department 
please  to. inform  me  if  this  ia  the  case,  or  whether  I  am  at  liberty  to  encounter 
such  riaka  as  may  offer  ?  The  report  of  Commander  Stevens  has  not  yet  reached 
me,  but  may  be  expected  very  soon,  he  being  at  Port  Royal,  whore  his  vesael  is 
under  repair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  BAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Conananding  S.  A.  B.  Sqnadron. 
Hon,  GinBON  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy.  Washington,  D.  C. 


Steamer  Relief,  Port  Eoyal,  September  20,  1863; 

SiK ;  I  received  a  copy  of  an  order  from  you,  dated  September  9,  ordering 
me  to  report  weekly  the  injuries  received  by  the  iron-clads  while  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  and  particularly  with  reference  to  the  shot  that  struck  the  pilot-l,-. 
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hnuse  of  the  Catskill,  causing  the  death  of  Commander  Eodgers  and  Paymaster 
Woodbury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

The  pilot-house  covers  of  the  Monitors  are  made  of  two  plates  of  one-inch 
iron  riveted  together  in  the  form  of  an  arch,  A  plunging  shot  struck  the  pilot- 
house cover  of  the  Catskill,  bending  the  outside  thickness  in,  and  breaking  the 
inside  thickness,  some  of  the  broken  pieces  being  driven  with  such  force  as  to 
cause  the  melancholy  occurrence  within  mentioned.  The  extent  of  the  break 
is  abont  eight  square  inches.  I  had  a  new  pilot-house  cover  made  out  of  three 
of  the  extra  plates  that  were  sent  here  for  strengthening  the  covers  of  the  pilot- 
houses. The  Catskill  also  received  the  following  damages ;  JPive  shots  on  her 
? 'lot-house,  which  broke  twelve  holts.  I  had  those  replaced  by  new  ones, 
he  tniret  received  about  twelve  shots,  breaking  fifteen  bolts,  which  were  also 
replaced.  The  smoke  (or  concussion)  box  of  the  fifteen-inch  gun  was  jarred 
from  its  seat,  and  the  fastenings  and  angle  iren  broken,  which  had  to  be  renewed. 
The  deck  was  struck  seven  times ;  five  of  the  shots  broke  the  deck  plank 
through,  requiring  to  be  repaired  with  fourteen  half-inch  deck'  plates,  and  also 
pieces  of  deck  plank  put  in  where  broken.  The  armature  received  a  number  of 
very  hard  shots,  starting  the  plating  and  boUs  in  some  places;  this  we  conld  do 
very  little  with.  I  had  the  holts  driven  home  again  where  we  could  get  at  them. 
I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  all  the  additions  were  put  on  this  vessel. 

The  Weebawkeu  has  received  the  following  injmies;  Twelve  shots  ia  her 
deck,  six  of  which  broke  the  deck  plank  throngh,  requiring  fourteen  deck 
plates  to  repair.  The  turret  received  a  number  of  shots,  brewing  fifty  bolts, 
which  will  have  to  be  replaced,  and  also  breaking  the  flange  of  the  composition 
3iug  that  the  turret  slides  on  while  revolving.  The  wood  work  of  gutter  will 
have  to  be  cut  away  to  give  this  ring  clearings.  Two  of  the  T-iron  beams  of 
Toof,  which  are  broken,  will  have  to  be  replaced.  The  pilot-house  has  received 
six  shots,  breaking  twelve  bolts,  which  will  have  to  be  replaced.  Armature  re- 
ceived twenty -two  shots  above  the  water-line,  which  have  started  off  the  plating 
in  a  good  many  places,  and  some  of  these  shots  have  penetrated  the  five  thick- 
nesses of  plating.  The  plating  in  the  bow  is  started  off  the  wood  work  four 
inches.  Two  of  these  plates  will  have  to  be  taken  off  and  straightened  and  put 
on  again.  This  vessel  also  received  one  shot  under  the  overhang,  which  broke 
through  her  side.  To  do  the  repairs  that  are  necessary  to  thfe  vessel,  it  will 
require  almost  eight  days,  and  eight  days  additional  to  complete  tlie  additions, 
mdiing  in  all  sixteen  days  fi-om  t^e  time  we  commenced,  which  was  on  the  17tli 
instant. 

The  Patapsco  received  three  shots  in  deck,  two  of  which  broke  the  deck 
plank,  requiring  six  half-inch  deck  plates  to  repair,  and  idso  deck  plank  to  go 
in  where  broken.  One  side  of  concussion  box  of  fifteen.iuch  gun  was  carried 
away  and  the  angle  iron  breken,  requiring  one  sheet  of  boiler  iron  and 
tweiity  feet  of  angle  iron  to  repair,  and  sixteen  1^-iuch  bolts  and  thirty-four 
seven -eighths  bolts. 

The  smoke-pipe  ia  almost  carried  away  by  a  shot  from  her  own  fifteen-inch 
gun.  I  have  required  a  new  one  from  New  York,  but  in  case  it  does  not  get 
here  in  time  I  will  have  it  repaired  as  well  as  I  possibly  can,  but  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  make  a  good  job  of  it  withont  having  a  new  one. 

Two  of  the  T-iron  beams  are  broken  in  roof  of  turret.  This  vessel  received 
a  shot  on  her  pilot-honse  cover,  same  place  as  Catskill ;  as  hard  a  shot  appa- 
rently, with  the  exception  that  tlie  iron  of  the  inner  thickness  did  not  fly  off. 

To  repair  this  cover,  I  will  have  the  old  one  taken  apart,  and  the  outside 
thickness  brought  to  its  original  shape,  and  two  of  the  extra  plates  put  on,  viz: 
one  above  and  one  below  the  outside  thickness  of  old  cover,  and  all  fastened 
together  with  IJ-inch  rivets.  I  will  put  those  rivets  around  the  outer 
edge  of  cover,  so  that  there  will  he  no  danger  of  their/flying  off  inside  if' 
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Btmck  hj  shot.  The  time  required  to  repair  that  Teasel  will  he  ahout  twelve 
days.  I  have  not  got  any  base  ring  for  turret  or  pilot-house  of  this  vessel,  but 
I  am  expecting  them  every  day,  and  if  they  come  in  time,  it  will  take  twelve 
additional  days  from  the  time  we  commenced  the  work  on  this  vessel,  which 
was  on  the  13th  instant. 

I  might  be  a  little  longer,  as  I  have  only  one-third  of  my  men  working  this 
vessel,  two-thirds  being  on  the  Weehawken. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 
Assistant  Inspector  of  Iron-clads. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DahlgrBiV, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Ihon-clad  Lehigh, 

Of  Morris  Island,  Sejitember  18,1863. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  send  you  the  informatiou  required  in  your  order  of  Septem- 
ber 15. 

Commander  Jno.  G.  Howell  reported  for  duty  February  14,  1863,  and  waa 
detached  July  27,  1863.     I  was  her  next  commander. 

The  guna  of  this  vessel  had  not  been  fired  before  the  10th  July;  up  to  this 
date  the  15-iiich  has  been  fired  forty-one  times,  and  the  8-inch  rifio  twetity-eight 
times.  The  vessel  haa  heen  etnick  in  side-armor  thirteen  times ;  turret,  seven- 
teen timei'  pilot-house,  twice;  deck,  onc«;  smoke-stack,  three  limes;  total, 
thirty  SIX  tunea  The  general  condition,  of  the  vessel  is  good.  Her  most  aeri- 
ous  wound?  aie  one  within  eight  inches  of  the  bow,  on  the  port  side,  which 
opened  the  item  from  one  to  four  inches,  atarting  four  holts,  warping  the  whole 
h  w  and  opening  side-armor  on  both  aidea.  One  11-inch  shot  nearly  abreast 
cabin  hatch  on  port  aide,  which  penetrated  four  plates  of  the  side-armor,  and 
drove  the  fifth  into  wood  backing,  raised  two  of  the  deck  plates,  atarting  all 
then  holts  ind  knocking  out  nine  of  them.  The  backing  is  penetrated  about 
five  mchos  md  badly  splintered;  this  wound  caused  the  deck  over  cabin  to 
leik  bidlj  Throe  hits  abreast  the  turret,  on  side-armor,  within  a  space  of  six 
feet  h-ive  stnrted  all  the  plates,  and  raised  two  deck  plates  and  wood  backing, 
causing  the  deck  to  leak.  Near  the  stem,  on  port  aide,  a  heavy  shot  has  opened 
the  side-armor  about  an  inch,  and  starting  the  deck  plates.  ■  The  most  serious 
wound  on  the  turret  haa  hent  in  all  the  plates,  cutting  entirely  through  a  portion 
of  the  outer  plate  and  cracking  the  inner  one. 

Extra  plating  is  required  over  magazine,  boilers,  and  shell-room. 

The  only  repairs  required  are  those  of  the  wounds  on  tte  side-aimor  already 
described. 

Not  knowing  what  the  facilities  are  for  making  such  repairs  at  Port  Royal,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  state  the  length  of  time  necessary  to  make  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BKYSON,   Commander. 

Rcar-Admiral  John  A.  Dahi.grgn, 

Commanding  Soittlt  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Iron-clao  Montauk, 
Of  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  Septe?nber  18,  1863. 
Sir  ;  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port as  follows : 

Commander  D,  M.  Taaifax  commanded  this  vessel  from  July  10  to  ^-Ugust 
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22,  1863.     Lieutenant  Commander  O.  0.  Badger  temporarily  in  command  the 
ni^t  of  the  2§d  August,  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter. 

By  your  order  of  the  23d  Anguat  I  assumed  the  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  reports  of  the  executive  officer  and  senior  en- 
gineer in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  vessel  and  engines. 

The  probable  length  of  time  necessary  to  make  the  repairs  at  Port  Boyal,  re- 
quisite for  effective  service,  it  would  be  difficult  to  state,  as  they  are  extensive. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  DAVIS, 
Lieutenant  C 
Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlghen,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


"United  States  Steamer  Montadk, 

Off  Morris  Island,  September  18,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  firing  from  this,  prior 
to  the  10th  of  July  and  up  to  this  date  ;  also,  the  number  of  hits  received  from 
the  enemey : 
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The  damages  reeeiveft  to  side-arnaor  are  of  a  aeiious  nature.  The  plates  a 
badly  broken  in  a  number  of  places,  rendering  it  necessary  to  replace  a  numb 
of  tbem ;  many  others  require  refastening. 

A  large  number  of  bolts  in  turret  and  pilot-h 
off.     Deck  plating  badly  cut  up. ,    Xl-inch  gun  d 
Beapectfully  submitted. 

P.  GIEAUD, 
Acting  1st  Lieutenant  and  Executive  C 
John  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenant  i 


United  States  Ibon-clad  Mointauk, 

Of  Morris  Island,  September  17,  1863. 

Sik:  In  obedience  to  youi  ordeis,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  con- 
dition of  the  engines  and  boilers  of  this  ship. 

The  main  engines  require  an  overhauling.  The  boilers  are  in  a  leaky  con- 
dition. The  ash-pans  of  tho  port  furnaces  are  nearly  burned  through.  The 
door  frames  of  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6  are  broken  in  several  places.  The  blower 
engines  reqnire  an  overhauling;  the  beam  on  which  they  are  attached  is  not 
Bufficiently  rigid.     The  turret  engines  require  a  alight  overhauling. 

The  turret  lias  been  jammed  several  times ;  and  in  the  fight  of  the  Sth  the 
composition  ring  wa.s  bulged  in  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  revolve  the  turret 
until  it  was  keyed  up  nearly  to  its  fnll  extent.  The  turret  at  present  does  not 
come  down  to  its  proper  place,  and  in  rough  weather  admits  a  great  qj^uantity  of 
water.  Also,  as  regards  the  fracture  in  the  bottom,  immediately  under  the  port 
boiler,  caused  by  the  explosion  nnder  the  ship  of  a  torpedo  while  in  the  Ogee- 
cbee  river,  which  was  only  partially  repaired.  Having  no  centrifugal  pump 
makes  it  very  unsafe,  as  the  pnmps  which  we  have  are  totally  incompetent  to 
expel  any  large  amount  of  water.  The  ship  leaks  badly  from  the  combined 
effect  of  two  shot,  one  of  which  was  received  on  the  Sth  instant,  which  neces- 
sitates the  use  of  one  donkey  pump  nearly  all  the  while  to  free  the  ship  of 
water.  The  ship  at  present  makes  twelve  inches  of  water  in  four  hours. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  A.  STUAET,  Senior  Engineer. 

John  L.  Davis, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 


United  States  Irox-clad  Steamer  Passaic, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  September  17,  1863. 

Sia :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  15th  instant,  I  have  to  report ; 

Pirst.  That  I  have  commanded  this  vessel  since  the  10th  of  July,  having 
been  ordered  to  her  on  the  22d  of  June,  1863. 

Second.  I  am  not  supplied  with  the  history  of  the  guns  of  this  vessel  previous 
to  the  10th  of  July,  but  since  the  date  of  my  assuming  the  command  the  15- 
inch  has  been  fired  119  times;  the  150-poutider  rifle  fired  107  times. 

Third.  This  vessel  has  been  hit  ninety  times. 

Fourth.  The  injuries  consequent  upon  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  combined  with 
the  derangement  of  my  steering  gear,  and  the  fact  that  the  turret  shait  and 
pilot-house  revolve  with  the  turret,  force  mc  to  atate  that  the  vessel  is  disabled. 
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Fiftli,  The  repairs  necessary  to  put  the  vessel  irt  good  condition  might  te 
completed  at  Port  Royal  in  two  weeks  excepting  the  adjustment  of  tlie  turret 
and  pilot-house,  which  may  require  a  much  longer  time,  and  more  conyeniencea 
than,  are  supplied  at  Port  Eoyal. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  SIMPSON, 
lAeutenant  Commander,  Commanding, 
Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahi.gren, 

South  Atlantic  Blockadmg  Squadron. 


Oatskill, 
Of  Morris  Island,  September  16,  1863. 

Commanding  officers  since  July  10;  Commander,  George  W.  Rodgers,  Lieu- 
tenant Commander,  C.  C.  Cai'penter. 

Length  of  time  in  command :  Commander  George  W.  Eodgers,  from  February 
24  to  July  20 ;  Lieutenant  Commander  C.  C.  Carpenter,  from  July  20  to  Septem- 
ber 14. 

Number  of  guns  fired  before  July  10:  15-inch,  twenty,  (20;)  11-inch, 
twenty-niae,  (29.) 

Numbei'  of  guns  fired  to  this  date:  15-inci,  one  hundi'ed  and  fifty-eight, 
(158))  11-ineh,  four  hundred  and  fifty-fowr,  (454.) 

Number  of  times  the  vessel  has  been  struck,  eighty-aix,  (86.) 

Genera]  condition  of  the  vessel,  good. 


United  States  Iron-clad  Nahant, 

Of  Charleston,  Seple?nber  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  lu  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  statement,  via; 

JFirst.  Since  the  10th  of  July,  (inclusive,)  this  vessel  has  been  commanded  by 
Commander  John  Downes,  one  month  and  eighteen  days ;  and  by  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  J.  Comweil  nineteen  days.  The  entire  command  of  Oomnnander 
Downea  was  just  eight  months. 

Second.  The  15-iuch  gun  has  been  fired  prior  to  the  10th  of  July,  fifty 
times;  July  10  to  date  inclusive,  170  times.     Total  rounds  15-inch,  220. 

The  11-inch  gun  has  been  fired  prior  to  July  10,  66  times;  July  10  to 
date  inclusive,  276.     Total  rounds  ll-inch,  342. 

Third.   The  number  of  hits  received  fi-om  the  shot  of  the  enemy  is  sixty-nine. 
I'ourth.  The  general  condition  of  the  vessel  is  good. 

JFifth.  The  only  repairs  requisite  to  make  this  vessel  completely  efficient  is 
the  reboltiug  of  the  smoke  box  of  the  15-inch  gun,  which  would  probably  occupy 
four  days  at  Port  Koyal,  during  which  time  a  sleeve  could  bo  placed  upon  the 
pilot-house. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  J.  COENWELL, 

Lieutenant  Commander 
Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadro 
Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
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"United  States  Iron-clad  Patapsco, 

Port  Royal,  September  18,  1863. 


SiK:  In  reply  to  your  rec[iiisition,  I  have  to  state  that  this  vesael  has  been 
hit  ninety-sis  times;  that  previous  to  the  lOthof  Jnly  the  IS-inch  gun  was  fired 
thirty-one  times,  and  the  rifle  gun  seventy  times. 

The  battery  is  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  rifle  gun,  ■which 
haa  a  split  on  both  sides  of  the  muzzle,  but  has  been  fired  a  number  of  times 
since  the  discovery  of  the  injury,  without  any  perceptible  increase  of  the  injury. 
It  will  require  three  weeks  to  make  essential  repairs. 

This  vessel  has  been  commanded  since  the  10th  of  July  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
manders Erben  and  Badger,  and  by  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens, 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 

Commander. 
■  Captain  G.  E.  Emmons, 

Fleet  Captain,  Ifc. 


United  States  Ibon-clad  Nantuckrt, 

Warsaw  Sound,  Ga.,  September  21,  1863. 
SiK:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  15th  September,  inBtaiit,  I  would 
respectfully  inform  yon  I  have  been  in  command  of  this  vessel  since  the  10th  of 
Jttty  last,  having  assumed   command  of  her  on  the  7th  of  May  last,  and  have    . 
now  been  in  command  four  months  and  thirteen  days. 

The  15-inch  gun  has  been  fired  before  the  10th  of  July  last  seven  times,  and 
up  to  this  date  fifty-one  times;  the  11-inch  gun  has  been  fired  before  the  10th 
of  July  last  eighteen  times,  and  up  to  this  date  one  hundred  and  seventy-threo 
times.     This  vessel  has  been  hit  fifty-three  times. 

The  general  condition  of  the  vessel  is  good,  excepting  the  defects  in  the  engine 
department,  specified  in  the  accompanying  report  of  senior  Engmeer  George  H. 
"White. 

The  bottom  of  this  vessel  is  exceedingly  foul ;  so  much  so  that  her  speed  has 
decreased  to  about  one-half  of  what  it  was  on  her  passage  oat  from  New  York, 
The  additional  plates  have  not  yet  been  put  upon  the  pilot-house,  and  I  am 
unable  to  estimate  the  time  necessary  to  accomplish  it. 

The  probable  time  necessary  to  make  the  requisite  repairs  in  the  engine  de- 
partment, to  render  the  ship  efi'ective,  is  estimated  by  the  senior  Engineer  George 
H.  White,  of  this  vessel,  at  about  fbar  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  BEAUMONT, 

CoTwmanAev. 
fiear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLeREN, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Steamer  PhUadelpkia, 

off  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 


United  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Weeiiawken, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  September  19,  1863. 
SlB:  la  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  ISth. instant,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that 
Commander  E,  R,  Colhoun  has  commanded  the  Weehawken  since  the  10th  of 
July,  1863,  having  assumed  command  on  the  7th  of  July,  1863.  The  15-inch 
gun  has  been  fired,  previous  to  July  lOj  1863,  20  times ;  since  July  10,  1863, 
264  times;  up  to  September  15,  1863,  §84  times.     The  ll-inch  gun  has  been 
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fired,  previous  to  July  10,  1863,  20  times ;  since  July  10,  1863,  633  times ; 
up  to  September  15,  1863,  653  times.  Hits  by  the  enemy  since  July  10, 1863, 
82  times  ;  previoua  to  July  10,  1863  ;  in  the  action  of  April  7,  1863,  52  times  ; 
up  to  September  15,  1863,  134  times. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Weehawken  ia  good ;  some  seventy  bolts  in 
turret  are  broken,  and  twelve  in  pilot-house;  twelve  hits  on  the  deck,  six  of 
which  broke  the  deck  plank  through,  and  one  hit  under  the  overhang,  causing 
quite  a  leak  iu  the  hull.  To  mtike  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  veaael,  it  wiU. 
require  about  eight  days,  and  eight  more  to  complete  additions,  making  in  all 
sixteen  days  from  the  time  the  work  was  commenced,  which  was  on  tLe  17tli 
instant. 

I  arrived  at  Port  Eoyal  Tueaday  morning,  (15th,)  too  late  to  get  in  the  creek ; 
went  in  next  morning;  it  rained  that  day,  and  also  on  the  next,  (17th.) 

I  wUl  keep  you  advised  from  time  to  time  of  the  progreaa  made  in  our  repaira. 
I  should  have  written  sooner,  but  have  been  delayed  getting  the  necessary  in- 
formation. I  have  jast  received  Fleet-Captain  George  F.  Emmona'a  order  to 
fijmiah  a  detailed  report  of  the  firing,  hita,  injuries,  and  casualtiea  of  this  veaael, 
and  will  make  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  R.  COLHOTTN, 

Cvmmander. 
Bear- Admiral  John  A,  Dahlgben, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  States  Flag-ship  Philadelphia,  off  Charleston,  S.  G. 


Injuries,  ifc.,  received  by  tJie  Weehawhen. 

United  States  Irox-clad  Steamer  Weefawken, 

Fort  Royal,  S.  C,  September  84,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  order  of  the  17th  instant,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Navy  Department  dated  September  11,  1863,  and  addressed  to  Rear- 
Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren.  My  reports  dated  July  28,  September  9,  and 
19,  1863,  are  full  with  respect  to  the  number  of  rounds  fired  by  this  vessel, 
and  number  of  times  we  were  struek  by  the  enemy.  The  most  severe  injuries 
received  were  from  a  16-ineh  solid  shot,  which  struck  the  turret,  the  shot  that 
passed  under  the  overhang  when  we  were  aground,  making  a  hole  about  five 
inches  in  diameter  and  four  on  the  deck,  breaking  through  the  one-inch  plating 
and  deck  plank,  The  fii'St  struck  the  turret  just  clear  of  the  deck,  breaking 
two  pieces  from  the  flange  of  the  composition  ring  upou  which  the  turret  slides 
when  revolving ;  one  piece  wounding  severely  ia  the  right  leg  Acting  Fleet 
Captain  0,  0,  Badger,  and  slightly  in  the  left  fore-arm  Stephen  McDonald, 
landsman,  causing  the  turi'et  to  revolve  with  difSculty,  With  a  base  ring  that 
hit  would  have  been  harmless.  The  second,  which  made  a  hole  in  the  hull, 
struck  about  three  feet  eight  inches  below  the  overhang — so  near  an  angle  iron, 
with  its  support  of  iron  bulkhead,  as  to  prevent  the' shot  penetrating.  That  leak 
was  stopped  during  the  action  by  driving  a  pine  plug,  and  then  filling  up  with 
smaller  ones.  Respecting  the  injuries  to  the  deck,  the  worst  were  from  rifle 
shot.  One  struck  near  the  engine-room  hatch,  breaking  the  iron,  driving  splinters 
through,  cutting  steam-pipe  of  donkey  engine,  forcing  bolts  partly  tliough  the 
beam,  and  breaking  gong-bell.  The  second  struek  over  coal  bunker  on  port 
side  near  the  battle  plate,  driving  it  through,  tcgether  with  a  portion  of  the 
iron  plating  of  the  deck.  A  third  straek  over  the  bread  room  with  like  effect, 
driving  a  piece  of  the  deck  plating  through.  The  fourth  was  over  the  ward- 
room on  the  st^irboard  side,  and  forced  some  splinters  through.     One  fa  round 
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stot)  struck  on  the  top  of  the  tm-ret,  breaking  two  of  tLe  T-iron  beama,  bending 
another,  and  wounding  three  men.  All  the  shot  which  struck  the  Weehawken, 
either  on  or  above  the  deck,  glanced  off.  When  aground  off  the  north  end  of 
Morris  island,  the  overhang  being  out  of  water,  a,  round  shot  penetrated  the 
armor,  and  now  lies  imbedded  in  the  wood  of  the  overhang  just  inside  the  armor. 
Being;  now  under  the  water,  I  cannot  aacertmn  the  size  of  the  shot.  I  think  it 
is  eleven  inches.  Others  which  have  struck  the  side,  though  breaking  the 
armor,  making  in  some  cases  deep  indentations,  have  not  penetrated.  I  find  it 
-^eceesary  to  fire  dear  of  the  boilera,  as  firing  over  them  causes  them  to'  leak. 
The  guns  and  carriages  are  in  good  order.  The  guide  irons  always  break  off 
after  firing  a  few  rounds,  notwithstanding  our  eare  in  compressing,  though  not 
apparently  making  any  difference,  as  we  have  fired  much  without  them.  The 
effect  of  the  firing  on  the  men  is  not  perceptible.  Tliose  stationed  below  suffer 
most  from  imperfect  ventilation.  It  is  very  close  and  hot  there  during  action. 
The  vessel,  though  sluggish  in  her  movements  'n  n  qu  n  «  of  the  bottom 
being  so  foul,  steers  very  well  when  not  in  too  h  al  wat  In  some  of  the 
actions  we  were  under  way,  and  I  found  no  d  fli  ulty  m  1  management. 
During  the  night  attack  on  Sumter,  August  23,  a  mo  h  11    truck  the  sand 

bags  around  the  extra  plating  over  the  shell-room  and  xpl  d  ng,'  tore  them  to 
pieces,  causing  a  visible  depression  of  the  iron  plat  ng  f  s  voral  feet.  In 
reference  to  the  injuries  to  the  deck  from  rifle  sh  I  w  uld  nark  that  similar 
shot  striking  the  side  of  the  turret  were  not  so  mjiirious  as  round  shot  fired 
from  the  same  battery. 

In  order  that  this  letter  may  contain  the  additional  information  called  for  by 
the  department,  I  will  embody  the  substance  of  forroer  reports  : 

The  15-iuch  gun  has  been  fired,  previous  to  July  10,  1863,  20  times;  since 
Jnly  10,  1863,  264  tunes;  up  to  September  15,  384  times.  The  11-inch  gun 
has  been  fired,  previous  to  July  10,  1863,  20  times;  since  July  10,  1863,  633 
times ;  up  to  September  15,  1863,  653  times.  Hits  by  the  enemy  since  July 
10,  1863,  8o  times;  previous  to  July  10,  1863,  52  times;  up  to  September  15, 
137  times.  My  former  reports  give  "hits  by  the  enemy  since  July  10,  1863, 
82,"  but  we  have  since  discovered  three  m,ore.  Those  she  received  during  the 
action  of  April  7,  1863,  are  marked  thus  :  1 ;  since  July  10, 1863,  thus  :  II. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  K.  COLHOUN, 


Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  P/nladelpAia,  off"  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 


Operations  of  the  Nantucket  at  Charleston. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Nantucket, 

Warsaw  Sound,  Georgia,  September  S9,  1863. 

Sib  !  In  compliance  with  a  general  order  from  the  Navy  Department  of  Sep- 
tember 11,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report; 

This  vessel  joined  the  fleet  off  Charleston  on  flio  11th  of  July  last,  and  on 
the  16th  she  fijred  twenty-three  11-inch  and  eleven  15-inch  shell  at  Fort  Wagner. 
On  this  occasion  she  was  bit  twice  abaft  the  smoke-stack  on  the  deck,  one 
breaking  entirely  through,  dashing  the  deck  armor  down  upon  and  breaking 
the  east-iroii  floor  of  the  fire-room ;  Artemas  L.  Grow  and  George  Keily,  firemen, 
were  slightly  wounded  by  splinters. 

I  forward  herewith  a  sketch  of  the  injury  done  by  this  shot.  The  other  shot 
crushed  the  deck -armor  and  breaking  over  the  starboard  coal  bunker,  but  did 
not,  as  in  the  former  case,  show  daylight  through.     Both  shots  glanced  off. 
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They  were  fir^d  from  the  heavy  gun  on  the  northeast  angle  of  the  fort,  supposed 
to  be  a  10-inch  colnmhiad. 

On  the  18th  July  the  Nantucket  fired  forty-eight  11-inch  and  thirty-three 
15-inch  shell.  On  that  occasion  the  smoke-hox  of  the  15-inch  gun  had  all  four 
of  its  angle  irons  hroken,  and  the  bos  itaelf  torn  from  its  fastening  to  the  turret, 
rendering  further  firing  of  the  gnn  dangerous. 

On  the  20th  she  fired  twenty-five  11-inch  shell  and  three  11-inch  shrapnell. 
On  the  22d  she  fired  nine  10-second  11-iueh  shell,  and  on  the  S4th  she  fired 
iifty-four  7,  10,  and  30  second  shell  at  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg. 

No  unpleasant  efi'ecta  were  experienced  hy  the  officers  and  crew  from  the 
firing  of  the  gune. 

The  highest  range  of  the  thermometer  on  the  berth  deck  while  engaged  was 
128°,  and.  in  the  engine-room  141°. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  BEAUMONT, 

GomTnander. 

Beax-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgreji. 


Report  of  injury  to  turret  of  the  Passaic. 
[Despatch  No.  174.] 

Flao- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  Septemier  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  It  grieves  me  to  be  obliged  to  transmit  the  enclosed,  for,  if  correct,  I 
shall  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  a  Monitor  in  preparing  for  a  service  which  would 
require  the  addition  of  two  or  three  more. 

I  have  no  time  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  for  the  papers  have  just  reached 
me  by  the  Massachusetts,  which  will  leave  almost  immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN", 
Rear-Admiral  ComTtiandimg  8.  A.  S.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  qf  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  G. 


United  States  Iron-clad  Passaic, 

Port  Royai  Harior,  September  28,  1863, 

8iE  :  I  have  to  report  that  it  is  now  one  week  since  my  arrival  in  this  harbor, 
during  which  time  I  have  been  employed  with  the  assistant  inspector  of  iron- 
clads (Mr.  Hughes)  in  trying  all  means  to  make  the  turret  oi  hi^  s  I  revolve. 
Our  efforts  have  been  without  success,  and  the  vessel  is  on  1  1  to  be  entirely 
disabled,  and  that  by  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy 

The  report  of  Mr.  Hughes  states  that  the  pilot-house  must  b  tak  n  off  and 
the  spindle  removed.  The  spindle  is  in  two  parts,  an  I  it  aft  m  ing  the 
upper  part  of  the  spindle,  it  should  be  found  that  the  diffi  ulty  1  n  the  lower 
part  of  the  spindle,  the  guns  must  come  out,  aad  the  floor  ot  the  turret  must  be 
removed  before  it  can  he  taken  out.  This  is,  in  feet,  taking  the  whole  tuiTCt  to 
pieces. 

There  are  no  means  at  hand  for  hftiug  the  weights  required.  The  pilot-house 
weighs  twenty-four  tons,  which,  with  the  friction  to  be  overcome  in  starting  it 
from  its  seat,  will  increase  the  strain  to  be  brought  on  the  pm'chaaes  to  an 
enormons  degree,  ,  -  r 
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The  main  yard  of  the  Vermont  is  the  only  derrick  that  can  be  used ;  and  even 
if  it  can  be  so  secured  as  to  bear  the  strain,  there  are  no  pm-chases  on  board  of 
that  TcsBcl  which  can  lift  the  weight.  The  blocks  cannot  possibly  arrive  before 
the  return  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  will  probably  bo  delayed  still  longer,  and 
mntil  they  arrive  not  a  blow  can  be  struck  in  the  way  of  repairs.  After  they 
arrive  the  assistant  inspector  estimates  that  he  can  complete  the  work  in  thirty- 
five  days.     This  supposes  that  no  difficulty  arises  in  the  lifting  of  the  weights. 

Allowing  a  fair  margin  in  the  arrival  of  the  purchases,  the  lifting  of  the 
weights,  and  the  completion  of  the  work,  it  will  require  three  mouths  to  put  the 
vessel  in  fighting  order,  if  her  repairs  are  carried  on  at  this  place. 

After  maturely  considering  the  subject  with  all  the  light  I  have  collected,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  heheve  the  most  expeditious  manner  ia 
which  to  get  this  vessel  ready  for  service  is  to  send  her  immediately  to  a  northern 
port,  where  every  facility  can  at  once  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  those  charged 
with  her  repairs.  Such  being  my  convictions,  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
this  course  be  purened. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON,  _ 
Ldieutemant  Commander,  Commanding. 

Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  S.  Squadron. 


Repairs  needed  on  the  Nahant. 

"Umtbd  States  Iiio>j-CLAD  Nahant, 

Of  Morris  Island,  Octoher  2,  1S63. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  September  30,  I  report  that  this  vessel 
will  require  twenty-one  through-bolts  in  the  turret,  six  of  which  are  near  the 
15-inch  port,  and  must  be  riveted,  which  wiU  require  mechanics. 

The  fresh-water  condenser  has  been  worn  out  and  entirely  unfit  for  use  more 
than  a  month.  At  present  one  of  the  heaters  is  used  for  the  purpose;  and  as 
cold,  damp  weather  may  be  expected  shortly,  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  a  new  one. 

The  pilot-house  was  partly  prepared  to  receive  the  sleeve  the  last  time  the 
vMsel  was  at  Port  Royal,  and  is,  I  think,  weakened  thereby,  and  should  have 

The  chief  engineer  requests  ten  days,  if  possible,  to  overhaul  the  en^es  and 
boilers,  which  has  never  been  done  since  the  vessel  loft  home. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  COItNWELL, 
Lieutenant  C 
Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comd'^  S.  A.  B.  Sqitadron,  Flag-Sleamer  FMladelfhia. 


Part  taken  hy  ih,e  Passaic  in  attacks  on  Charleston. 

UwiTBU  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Passaic, 

Port  Royal  HaThw,  October  9,  1863. 
Sir  r  Conformably  to  the  call  of  the  Navy  Department  for  reports  from  the 
commanders  of  the  iron-elads,  of  the  actions  in  which  they  have  been  engaged, 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following: 
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On  the  39th  day  of  J'uly,  1863,  I  wont  into  action  in  tiis  vessel  with  Fort 
Wagner,  on  Morris  island,  at  the  distance  of  1, 200  yards.  In  this  action  I  fired 
thirteen  rounds  from  the  15-inch,  and  ten  ronnds  from  the  150-ponnder  rifle. 

A  cap  squaie  bolt  was  carried  away  on  the  carriage  of  the  rifle.  I  receiyed 
no  hits  from  the  enemy. 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  of  August,  while  employed  on  the  same  duty  of 
close  picket,  I  discovered  a  steamer  of  the  enemy  communicating  between  Fort 
Sumter  and  Cummings's  Point.  I  opened  fire  upon  her,  which  had  the  effect  of 
causing  her  to  move  rapidly  up  the  harhor.  Battery  G-regg  opened  fire  in  re- 
turn, but  I  receiyed  no  hits. 

On  the  17th  of  August  I  joined  the  squadron  in  the  attack  of  the  forenoon  on 
Fort  Wagner,  after  which  I  was  engaged  with  Fort  Sumter  at  a  distance  of  2,000 
yards.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  again  engaged  Fort  Wagner  at  a 
distance  of  900  yards,  in  company  with  the  Patapsco,  and  succeeded  in  silencing 
the  fire  of  two  guns  that  had  been  mounted  subsequently  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  squadron  in  the  forenoon.  During  the  day  the  vessel  was  hit  thirteen  times. 
I  fired  thirty  shells  from  the  15-inch  gun,  and  9  from  the  rifle,  having  been 
ordered  to  retain  the  fire  of  the  rifle  for  service  agkinst  the  wails  of  Sumter. 

On  the  18th  of  August  I  was  again  engaged  with  Fort  Wagner  at  a  distance 
of  1,000  yards.  During  the  action  I  fired  eighteen  shells  from  the  15-inch  gun, 
and  received  five  hits  from  the  enemy,  one  of  them  causing  the  water  to  run 
freely  through  the  deck  into  the  bread  room. 

On  the  ni^ht  of  the  S3d  of  August  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the  rest 
of  the  squadron  of  iron-clads,  in  an  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  at  a  distance  of  aboiit 
7.50  yards.  The  mist  obscured  the  fort  bo  much  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  to 
distinguish  the  object.  I  fired  nine  rounds  from  the  15-incii  gun,  and  ten  from 
the  rifle.     I  was  hit  five  times  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  of  August  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the 
Patapsco,  Weehawken,  and  Nahant,  with  Fort  Moultrie,  at»a  distance  of  875 
yards.  I  fired  one  round  from  the  15-inch  gun,  and  nine  rounds  from  the  rifle, 
and  received  nine  hits  from  the  enemy.  Three  of  the  hits  penetrated  the  deck, 
forcing  pieces  of  broken  iron  through  on  the  berth  deck;  one  hole  measm-ed 
twenty  inches  by  nine  inches. 

On  the  night  of  the  1st  of  September  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the 
rest  of  the  iron-clad  squadron,  in  an  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  at  a  distance  vary- 
ing from  1,S00  to  700  yards.  During  this  action  I  fired  twenty  rounds  from  the 
15-inch  gun,  and  twenty-aix  from  the  rifle,  and  received  seven  hits  from  the 
enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  September  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the 
other  vessels  of  the  iron-clad  squadron,  in  shelling  the  covered  way  from  Fort 
Wagner  to  Battery  Gregg,  There  was  no  reply  from  the  enemy.  I  fired  six 
rounds  from  the  15-ineh  gnn,  and  nine  i-ounds  from  the  rifle. 

On  the  night  of  the  same  day  1  was  on  picket,  under  orders  to  fire  an  occa- 
sional shot  to  prevent  re- enforcements  crossing  from  Sullivan's  island  to  Morris 
island.  After  firing  one  round  from  each  gnu,  while  revolving  the  turret,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  central  shaft  or  spindle  of  the  turret  had  taken  up  motion 
with  the  tun'Ct,  carrying  the  pilot-house  with  it.  The  steering  gear  was  of 
course  deranged ;  in  revolving  the  spindle  back  to  its  proper  place,  a  casting 
e  for  the  steering  gear  was  broken.  Temporary  steering  gear  was 
n  deck,  and  I  returned  to  the  lower  anchorage.  During  the  night,  find- 
ng  it  impossible  to  detach  the  spindle  from  the  tuiTet,  a  starting  bar  was  shipped 
Q  the  shaft  of  the  turret  engine,  in  the  turret  chamber,  and  relieving  tackles 
vere  hooked  to  the  steering  chains  and  brought  to  the  barrel  of  a  wheel,  tempo- 
■arily  rigged  in  the  turret  chamber.  The  vessel  was  reported  as  ready  to  go 
uto  action  on  the  morning  of  the  7th. 
On  the  Sth  of  September  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  iron- 
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clad  Bqtiadron,  with,  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  ieland,  and  having  been  ordered 
to  go  well  up  and  engage  battery  Bee,  I  became  a  prominent  mark  for  the  fire 
of  tho  enemy.  The  tun-et,  spindle,  and  pilot-houae,  all  revolved  together.  I 
received  three  new  holes  through  the  deck;  the  aide-armor  was  badly  injured 
in  several  places,  and  was  sprung  off  the  side  abreast  of  the  turret.  Eleven  hits 
took  effect  on  the  ring  around  the  base  of  the  turret ;  ono  of  these  hits  caused  so 
much  frietioo  on  the  plate  below  the  ring  as  to  require  thirty-four  pounds  of 
steam  to  revolve  the  turret,  until  it  was  eased  by  melted  tallow  squirted  in  from 
the  outside.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  elastic  character  of  the  packing  under  th.e 
plate,  the  turret  would  inevitably  have  stopped. 

The  difficulty  of  steering  tho  ship  with  relieving  tackles,  the  quartermaster 
below  not  having  even  the  benefit  of  a  compass  to  know  when  the  Tcssel  is 
running  "steady,"  and  the  copious  leaks  through  seven  holes  in  the  deck,  com- 
bined with  my  desire  to  adjust  the  turret  and  spindle,  induced  me,  after  this 


action,  to  represent  to  you  the  conditi 
yon.  of  the  probable  suspension  of  aeti 
mission  to  come  to  this  place  for  repai 


Q  of  the  vessel,  and  on  being  informed  by 
e  operation  for  a  while,  I  applied  for  per- 
^  s.  The  concussion  from  the  guns  is  not 
found  to  inconvenience  any  one  on  board.  During  the  last  action  a  shot  struck 
one  of  the  armor  plates  on  the  roof  of  the  turret,  driving  it  down  into  the  turret. 
Fortunately  no  one  was  seriously  injuied ;  one  man  was  cut,  and  slightly  bruised. 
The  wounds  inflicted  on  the  deck  are  very  rough  and  jagged;  all  signs  of 
fibre  disappear  from  the  iron,  and  the  projecting  pieces  are  broken  off  with  a 
sledge.  The  shot  generally  burrows  along  on  the  plate  thatitfii-st  strikes  until 
it  comes  in  contact  with  the  edge  of  the  next  plate,  when  it  breaks. ^ 

The  armor  on  the  sides  does  not  successfiLlly  resist  the  impact  of  the  shot 
Srom  the  guns  of  the  heavy  calibre  of  the  enemy.  There  are  several  places  on 
the  side  of  this  vessel  where  all  five  plates  are  broken  through. 

The  turret  of  this  vessel  is  much  battered,  but  very  few  bolts  or  nuts  have 
broken  off.  The  strength  of  the  turret  has  been  most  severely  tried;  at  one 
place  two  round  shot  of  very  large  calibre  (estimated  by  some  as  11-inch,  by 
others  as  16-inch,)  have  struck  close  together  on  the  same  plate,  the  impres- 
sion of  the  second  shot  overlapping  a  portion  of  that  made  by  the  first.  The 
mass  of  iron  has  been  pressed  in,  so  as  to  form  an  extensive  bulging  in  on  the 
inside,  and  the  outer  plate  is  broken;  but  no  serious  effect  was  produced. 

In  an  official  report  of  the  actions  in  which  this  vessel  has  been  engaged,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  making  especial  mention  of  Lieutenant  Wm.  Whitehead,  the 
executive  officer,  whose  earnest  zeal,  fine  ability,  and  untiring  energy,  make  him 
most  Tfllnahle  in  his  position,  and  have  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  me. 

Imust  also  specify  Mr.  Henry  Mason,  (tho  senior  engineer,)  and  3d  Assistant 
Engineer  "Wnt.  A.  Dripps,  whose  valuable  services  as  rendered  on  board  of  this 
vessel,  from  their  interest  in  the  cause,  have  on  several  occasions  called  forth 
my  commendation.  If  Mr.  Dripps  remains  in  the  service,  he  is  destined  to 
occupy  a  prominent  place  in  his  corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

E.  SIMPSON, 
Ijieutenant  Commander,  i 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A,  Dahlgren, 

J-  SoutJi  Atlantic  Mockading  Squadrot 


Suggestions  of  Lieutenani  Commander  Simpson  relative  to  the  Monitors. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Passaic, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  October  14,  1863. 
Sir  :  Conformably  to  a  call  from  the  Navy  Department,  I  have  made  a  report 
to  the  commander-in-chief  on  this  station,  of  the  actions  in  which  this  vessel  has 
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;  but  as  the  letter  from  the  department  implies  a  desire  for  sucli 
expeiieace  as  the  comjnanders  of  the  irOD-clada  maj-  have  acquii-ed,  I  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  renMU'ks : 


l!i  order  to  prevent  dampness  on  the  lower  deck  of  an  iron-clad  Monitor,  it 
should  be  covered  with  two  or  three  coats  of  paint,  with  shellae  orer  all.  All 
the  washing  that  is  then  required  is  simply  wiping  with  a  wet  cloth  or  swab. 
The  wood  does  not  absorb  the  water,  and  the  consequence  is  a  dry  atmosphere. 

The  spar  decks  of  these  vessels,  as  at  present  constracted,  are  not  sof&ciently 
protected  to  resist  such  projectiles  aa  are  now  in  use.  The  six  inches  of  wood 
are  sufficient  hacking,  but  the  two  J-ineh  plates  of  iron  are  unequal  to  perform 
the  work  required  of  them.  In  this  vessel  there  have  been  seven  holes  made 
through  the  deck,  the  shot  driving  the  iron  and  wood  on  the  berth  deck.  The 
holes  made  over  the  berth  deck  caused  such  a  leak,  when  the  deck  was  awash, 
as  to  deprive  the  crew  of  a  large  portion  of  their  accommodation,  which  at  best 
is  too  contracted.  Two  of  these  holes  are  caused  by  shot  which  struck  the 
base  ring  of  the  turret,  near  the  bottom ;  one  of  tliem  juat  cleared  the  steam-pipe 
of  a  blower  engine,  which,  if  disabled,  would  have  been  a  serious  damage,  as 
the  blowers  ai'e  literally  the  life  of  the  ship.  One  hole  over  the  awning-room 
caused  the  wetting  of  all  awnings,  hammocks,  &c.,  and  another  over  the  bread- 
room  injnied  a  quantity  of  bread  before  it  could  be  removed  to  another  plac«. 

It  is  impossible  to  plug  these  holes  so  aa  to  stop  all  the  leak ;  in  this  vessel 
they  have  been  rammed  full  of  oaknm,  with  heavy  bags  of  sand  on  top,  while 
below,  after  chipping  off  the  splintera  to  obtain  a  smooth  surface,  sheet-lead  has 
been  nailed  np  under  the  hole,  but  all  without  being  able  to  atop  the  flow  of 
water.  The  surface  of  the  iron  on  deck  ia  veiy  rough  and  jagged,  and  nothing 
can  be  done  in  the  way  of  repair  until  time  is  given  to  cut  off  all  the  injured 
part,  and  to  replace  it  with  a  new  plate. 

I  recommend  that  the  strength  of  the  decks  of  the  Monitors  now  in  service  be 
increased  by  laying  extra  plates  of  1-inch  irou  from  over  the  forward  part  of 
the  magaaiae  and  shell-room  as  far  aft  as  the  condenser,  extending  the  plates 
only  to  two  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  overhang  on  each  aide  forward  and  abi'east 
of  the  turret,  contracting  the  surface  abaft  the  turret  so  as  to  cover  only  two 
feet  of  the  eoal-bunkere  on  each  side  of  the  boilers  and  abaft  the  smoke-pipe, 
running  one  plat»  amidships  as  far  as  the  high-pressure  valve.  The  uneven 
space  thus  left  on  the  deck  can  be  covered  witli  planking,  which,  forward  and 
aft,  will  be  found  a  great  comfort  to  officers  and  men.  The  wooden  deck  laid 
on  this  vessel  ia  found  to  be  a  great  advantage  in  preventing  rheumatism,  and, 
in  hot  weather,  in  modifying  the  temperature.  The  additional  weight  thus 
placed  on  the  deck  will  be  about  50  tons. 


The  side-ai-mor,  as  disposed  on  the  overhang  of  these  vessels,  does  not  per- 
fectlyfulfU  the  i-equirements.  A  shot  of  any  size  never  strikes  it  without^ pro- 
ducing more  or  less  of  aerioua  effect,  aometimea  breaking  through  all  the  plates, 
generally  driving  the  mass  of  iron  before  it  into  the  backing,  and  sometimes 
causing  leaks.  The  solid  plates  of  hammered  iron  oa  the  New  Ironsides, 
though  only  i  inches  in  thidtness,  resist  the  impact  of  shot  much  better  than 
the  5  inches  of  laminated  iron  on  the  sides  of  the  Monitors. 

This  difference  in  effect  may  be  caused  by  the  different  manner  in  which  the 
aurfacea  are  presented  to  the  shot,  the  sides  of  the  Ironsides  being  inclined, 
while  those  of  the  Monitors  are  vertical.  The  manner  in  which  this  armor  is 
arranged  at  the  atem  ia  very  insecure.  These  vessels  arc  useless  as  rams,  ex- 
cept against  wooden  veaaela.  ,  . 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 17                                                      -.00(^10 
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The  security  ia  hj  means  of  very  small  bolts  at  tlie  extremity,  whicli  allow 
the  armor  to  open  on  a  veiy  slight  provocation.  The  armor  of  this  vessel  at  the 
stem  is  sprnag  apart  six  inches  by  contact  with  another  Monitor  while  in  the 
act  of  turning ;  the  collision  was  one  with  very  alight  force,  I  recommend  that 
all  these  vessels  should  be  fitted  with  a  shoe  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the 
stems. 

The  laminated  iron,  when  disposed  in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  tlie  flight  of 
the  projectile,  does  not  seem  to  answer  all  demands;  but  when  disposed  in  the 
form  of  a  turret,  no  objection  can  be  raised  to  it.  The  turrets  are  as  near  im- 
pregnable as  anything  can  be  ruade,  and  eleven  inches  of  iron  seem  to  be  enough 
for  all  purposoa  of  defence. 

The  only  objection  to  them  is  the  "  through  bolts,"  which  allow  the  nut  inside 
to  fly  when  the  head  of  the  bolt  ia  struck.  The  new  system  of  making  turrets 
now  adopted  by  the  Navy  Department  obviates  this  difficulty, 

ROOF  OP  tuArrt. 

The  most  vital  and  dangerous  part  of  this  construction  of  vessel  is  the  roof 
of  turret,  which  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  as  weak.  It  never  can  be  struck 
without  causing  damage.  The  nnmbcr  of  the  beams  should  he  increased ;  they 
should  have  a  better  bearing  in  the  wall  of  the  turret,  {at  present  they  have  but 
two  inches.)  The  railroad  iron  should  be  discarded,  and  good  sc[uare  iron,  of 
proper  dimeDSions,  sobstitated. 

The  roof  of  the  "  Weehawken  "  was  struck  at  long  range  ;  the  result  was  the 
fracturing  of  the  thigh  of  one  man,  and  lighter  wounds  to  two  others ;  and  this 
or  worse  must  bo  the  result  as  long  as  the  roof  is  left  in  its  present  state. 

PKESEfiT    PttlMCIPLE    OP   TURRET. 

I  wil!,  perhaps,  be  excused  if  I  hazard  an  objection  to  the  principle  involved 
in  the  present  arrangement  of  turret,  pilot-house,  and  spindle. 

The  turret  has  two  bearings  on  the  spindle — one  on  a  shoulder,  under  the 
eentre  of  the  floor-beams,  and  another  (tlirough  diagonal  braces)  from  the  ends 
of  these  bea.ms  to  another  shoulder  at  the  level  of  the  roof.  These  bearings  are 
provided  with  composition  rings  to  prevent  "  cutting." 

The  pilot-honse  is  supported  on  the  end  of  the  spindle.  In  order  to  secure 
the  pilot-house  from  being  knocked  off  by  the  effect  of  a  blow,  a  composition 
ring  is  secured  to  the  roof  of  the  turret,  which,  at  it3  top,  has  a  horizontol  flange 
which  oveilaps  a  projecting  ring  attached  to  the  base  of  the  pilot-house. 

This  is  the  best  manner  in  which  the  object  could  be  attained,  and,  as  long  as 
the  form  of  all  parts  remains  as  they  came  from  the  foundry  or  machine-shop,  it 
will  work  well.  But  the  battering  effect  of  heavy  ordnance  will  knock  any- 
thing oat  of  shape,  even  an  11-inch  tnn'et  or  pilot-bouse,  as  in  the  ease  of  this 
vessel,  causing  the  turret  to  revolve  eccentrically.  The  effect  of  this  eccentric- 
motion  on  board  of  this  vessel  was  the  derangement  of  the  wliole  system  by  the 
jamming  of  a  piece  of  ^inch  bolt  between  the  composition  ring  and  the  old 
pilot-house. 

The  piece  of  bolt  entered  freely  at  the  place  ■where  it  bad  stopped  in,  but  the 
eccentric  motion  caused  the  surfaces  of  ring  and  pilot-house  to  approach  each 
qtber  when  the  turret  was  revolved,  and  the  jam  took  place ;  thus  uniting  the 
turret,  pilot-house,  and  spindle,  so  that  tlie  turret  could  not  be  made  to  revolve 
without  carrying  with  it  the  other  parts  of  the  system. 

Efforts  were  made  to  force  them  apart,  with  35  pounds  of  steam,  at  the  risk 
of  destroying  the  gearing  of  the  turret  engine,  and  causing  the  beams  of  the  ship 
to  work  several  inches ;  but  no  effect  was  produced,  and  the  object  could  not  he 
attained  until  the  ring  was  detached  from  the  roof  of  the  turret,  when  the  cause 
of  the  difficulty  was  discovered. 
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This  difEculty  ia  most  aerioua  in  ita  consequences ;  tlie  steering  gear  is,  of 
coarse,  deranged,  and  the  pilot-house  becomea  useless.  It  may  occur  again  ia 
this  vessel ;  it  may  occur  oa  board  of  any  other  vessel  of  tbia  class. 

It  is  also  possible  that  the  bearings  of  the  turret  on  the  spiiidie  may  "cut," 
althoiigh  the  fact  of  having  two  composition  surfaces  to  work  on  makes  the 
danger  remote.  Great  delicacy  is  required  in  adjusting  thfe  diagonal  braces,  and 
any  yielding  on  their  part  can  at  any  time  stop  the  turret  from  revolving;  they 
occupy,  besides,  much  room  in  the  turret,  interfering  with  the  work  about  the 
euns. 

i  tliat  a  system  of  turret  should  be  devised  hy  which  it  will  have 
n.  with  the  spindle,  but  have  a  bearing  all  around  its  base,  running 
on  such  anti-friction  rollers  as  the  inexhaustible  ingenuity  of  our  mechanica  can 
invent. 

The  weight  will  not  then  be  concentrated  on  one  point  of  the  vessel,  but  will 
be  spread  over  a  greater  surfaec,  and  the  duty  of  the  spindle  will  be  simply  to 
support  the  pilot-house,  without  the  remotest  chance  of  derangement.  The 
diagonal  braces  will  be  thus  removed  from  the  turret. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  base  of  the  turret  should  be  carried  below 
the  spar  deck.  The  base  ring  as  now  attached  to  the  turret  prevents  injury  to 
the  bottom  of  the  tun-et  itself;  but  the  liabihty  of  stopping  the  vevolution  of  the 
turret  by  forcing  the  iron  down  to  the  deck  plates  ia  just  as  great  as  ever. 
In  a  late  action  in  this  vessel,  owing  to  this  cause,  it  required  at  one  time  thirty- , 
four  pounds  of  steam  to  revolve  the  turret,  until  melted  tallow  was  squirted  in 
from  the  outside ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  elastic  character  of  the  packing 
under  the  plate  below  the  ring,  the  turret  would  have  inevitably  stopped.  I 
have  also  had  two  shots  that  penetrated  the  deck  dii'ectly  nnder  this  ring.  If 
the  base  of  the  turret  were  carried  down  below  the  apar  deck,  it  might  be  so 
enclosed  as  to  prevent  the  rush  of  water  into  the  vessel  through  the  opening 
between  the  turret  and  deck,  as  is  the  case  at  presents  I  consider  that,  if  it  be 
found  practicable  to  make  tie  system  work  as  I  propose,  it  will  be  a  groat  im- 
provement. 

The  composition  ring  under  the  tmret  does  not  perform  the  work  required  of 
it.  After  the  tun-et  has  been  struck  several  times  at  the  base  this  ring  ceases 
to  act  independently,  and  attaches  ifeelf  to  the  turret,  becoming  a  pait  of  it, 
and  rises  or  falls,  or  revolves  with  it.  It  ia  also  found  to  bo  dangerous,  as  the; 
flange  inside  the  turret  is  broken  by  the  force  of  the  blows  on  the  base,  the* 
pieces  flying  in  over  the  berth-deck  beams.  The  exti-a  base  ring  around  tlie 
turret  does  not  prevent  thia  effect,  for  in  this  veasel  there  are  three  pieces  of  th* 
flange  broken  off,  one  or  two  of  them  as  much  as  four  feet  in  length. 

COMPRESSION  OF  THE  GUNS. 

The  system  of  compression  of  the  guns  in  the  turret  of  these  vessels  ia  tooi 
delicate.  The  perfect  action  of  the  compreasor  plates  between  the  beams  foml- 
ing  the  bed  or  slide  depends  on  the  preservation  of  the  parallelism  of  these 
beanm.  If  thia  parallelism  be  destroyed  the  plates  take  angling,  and  it  has 
been  found  at  times  very  difficult  to  run  the  guns  in  and  out  from  this  cause. 
To  preserve  the  parallelism  of  these  beams  their  elasticity  must  be  perfect ;  but 
it  is  found  in  practice  that,  after  being  subjected  to  a  certain  amount  of  compres- 
sion, they  require  to  be  wedged  apart  in  order  to  relieve  the  effort  of  running 
in  and  out.  A  simple  method  of  compression  is  proposed  by  Lieutenant  Wm. 
Whitehead,  the  executive  ofSccr  of  this  vessel,  which  is  new  only  in  its  appli- 
cation, but  which,  I  think,  could  be  aubatituted  with  advantage  for  the  method 
now  in  use.     I  enclose  his  sketch. 


ov  Google 
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TUBRET   CHAMBER. 


I  wouid  recommend  that  the  floor  of  the  turret  chamber  be  covercd  with  sheet 
zinc,  which  will  prevent  much  oil  and  dirt  from  going  down  on  the  akin.  Two 
hatches,  forward  and  abaft,  should  also  be  cut  in  the  deck,  in  the  wake  of  the 
heel  of  the  spindle,  which,  if  imshipped  when  keying  up  or  lowering  the  turret, 
would  prevent  any  hindrance  to  the  "  rams"  that  are  used  for  these  purposes. 

PROTECT  I  ON   OF   ASMATURE. 

In  remarking  the  track  of  shot  that  have  struck  on  the  deck  of  this  Teasel,  I 
have  noticed  that,  when  they  strike  the  edge  of  a  plate  they  break,  and  their 
effect  ceases,  leaving  the  edge  of  tho  plate  much  injured,  hut  not  affecting  the 
deck  beyond.  There  are  now  on  the  deck  of  this  vessel  several  places  where 
the  shot  have  struck  on  a  plate,  pursued  its  course,  burrowing  along  until  the 
edge  of  the  next  plate  has  suddenly  stopped  its  further  progress. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  something  can  he  devised  to  be  placed  on  the 
outside  of  the  armature  of  iron-clads  whicn  might  have  the  effect  of  robbing  the 
shot  of  a  great  portion  of  its  power  by  causing  it  to  break  immediately  on  con- 
tact, in  fact,  before  its  whole  force  is  developed  on.  the  main  armor.  The  plan 
that  seems  to  me  most  feasible  is  to  place  over  the  armature  a  system  of  steel- 
pointed  cones,  extending  over  the  whole  side,  these  to  be  so  arranged  as  to 
bring  the  pointe  close  enough  together  to  prevent  a  shot  of  ordinai-y  calibre 
from  striking  between  the  points. 

The  length  of  the  cones  wouid  have  to  be  determined  by  experiment,  but  I 
should  think  one  inch,  or  one  inch  and  a  half,  would  be  all  that  conld  he  re- 
quired. The  projection  would,  of  course,  be  flattened  down  by  the  force  of  the 
blow,  hut  1  am  inclined  to  believe  that  they  would  have  their  effect  in  acceler- 
.ating  the  moment  when  the  shot  would  break.  If  they  would  not  break  the  shot, 
'of  course  they  would  he  of  no  use;  but  the  uniform  manner  in  which  the  shots 
bi-eak  when  coming  in  contact  with-the  edge  of  the  deck  plates  of  this  vessel 
induces  me  to  suppose  that  experiments  canied  on  in  this  direction  may  lead  to 
valuable  results. 

The  department  will  judge  of  the  value  of  this  report ;  my  effort  has  simply 
been  to  state  impressions  that  I  have  received  while  in  command  of  this  vessel. 
They  aro  not  theories,  but  deductions  from  practical  effects  which  I  have 
remarked  during  very  active  operations.     I  shall  be  glad  if  they  can  be  made 

Very  rcBpectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  SIMPSON, 
Licv.ienani  Commander,  Cow,manding. 
Hob.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Rear- Admiral  DuFonl's  vindication  of  Jiimself. 

Near  "Wilmington,  Delaware, 

Octohm-  22,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  communication,  of  the  26th  June,  in  reply  to  my  despatch  of  the 
3d  June,  was  received  the  day  before  I  left  Port  Koyal. 

I  had  trusted  that  my  communications  of  the  27th  May  and  3d  June  would 
convince  the  department  of  the  injustice  of  its  imputations  in  its  despatches  of 
the  14th  and  15th  May.     I  had  confined  myself  to  a  detailed,  accurate,  and 
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calm  statement  of  facta  knowD  to  the  department,  not  lees  than  to  myself,  but 
of  ■which  I  supposed  it  liad  been  hettayed  into  a  momentary  forgetfulnees  by 
the  sensation  of  disappointment  at  the  failure  of  the  Monitors.  I  waa  silent 
respecting  its  harsh  language  and  tinjust  reproaches,  tmsting  with  confidence 
that,  when  the  facta  were  recalled  to  its  recollection,  the  department  would 
retract  the  wounding  words  it  had  written,  but  which  it  conld  never  expunge 
from  its  records.  In  this  I  have  been  p(unl«ny  disappointed.  It  ia  with  pro- 
found regi-et  I  perceive  in  your  despatch  of  the  36th  June  a  reiteration  of  the 
charges  and  reproaches  of  previous  despatches,  and  in  yoiir  silence  since,  during 
a  period  of  three  months,  a  resolnlion  not  to  recall  them.  My  last  hope  of 
justice  at  the  hands  of  the  department  is  therefore  extinguished. 

If  I  have  failed  in  my  duty  I  am  liable  to  trial,  but  insulting  imputations  in 
official  despatches  are  grave  wrongs,  perpetuated  on  the  public  records  to  my 
permanent  injury. 

The  remedy  which  the  law  would  afford  me  against  a  ^tiperior  officer  indulging 
in  the  language  of  your  despatches  does  not  exist  against  the  civil  head  of  the 
department.  It  only  remains,  therefore,  for  mo  to  place  again  ou  the  records  of 
the  department  my  indignant  refutation  of  its  renewed  chai'ges. 

I  concur  with  the  department  in  the  observation  that  the  further  discussion 
of  what  it  is  pleased  to  tei-m  the  demonstration  of  the  7th  April  would  not  be 
profitable,  1  regret  that  this  has  uot  been  adhei-ed  to  in  your  present  despatch, 
in  which  also  I  perceive  new  enggestions  which  I  cannot  pass  over  ia  silence. 

I  shai*e  the  regret  which  the  department  expresses  that  my  views  were  not 
understood  by  it  before  the  event  took  place,  hut  I  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that,  though  not  understood  by  the  department,  they  were  formally  and  clearly 
expressed,  by  me  on  its  records  before  the  event  took  place.  My  despatch  of 
the  3d  of  June,  from  which  the  department  now  understands  them,  merely  cited 
and  repeated  what  was  already  on  its  records. 

My  reply  to  tlie  order  to  attack ;  my  despatches,  with  the  reports  of  Captains 
Drayton  and  Worden,  of  the  operations  on  the  Ogeechee,  and  my  letter  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  informing  him  that  the  only  limit  to  my  demand  for  iron- 
clads was  the  capability  of  the  government  to  supply  them,  if  consulted,  could 
not  be  misunderstood.  The  department  was  under  no  necessity  of  seeking  my 
opinion  of  the  Monitors  from  intimations  to  others ;  a  much  more  authentic 
source  of  information  was  its  own  records. 

Among  them  it  possessed  the  official  expression  of  exactly  what  I  thought  of 
the  capabilities  of  the  Monitors  aa  against  forts,  accompanied  by  the  experiments 
in  the  battle  on  which  they  were  founded,  in  my  despatch  of  uie  28th  January, 
tranamitting  the  detailed  report  of  Captain  Worden,  and  followed  by  the 
detailed  report  of  Captain  Drayton,  whicli  I  foi-warded  with  my  own  report  of 
the  6th  of  March,  Just  such  a  detailed  exposition  of  the  condition  of  the 
Monitors  after  the  attack  on  Charleston  waa  charactenzed  by  the  department 
as  "  a  labored  effort  to  depreciate  our  national  iron-clads." 

It  ia  a  just  subject  of  regret  that  these  reports  should  have  been  overlooked, 
or  thought  not  worthy  of  consideration  by  the  department. 

I  was  aware  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Secretory  to  Charleston,  but  I  learn 
with  surprise  from  your  despatch  that,  without  a  commission  in  the  navy,  he 
commanded  the  expedition  which  witnessed  the  bombardment  of  Sumter  with- 
out relieving  it.  But  I  am  at  a  loss  tfl  see  how  such  an  inspection  of  the  port  at 
that  time  can  make  him  familiar  with  ail  the  points  of  fortiiications  created  since 
his  visit,  though  it  may  well  explain  the  interest  which  led  him  to  make  it  a 
specialty. 

But  the  department  will  pardon  me  for  saying,  with  all  proper  respect  (or  its 
head,  that  it  is  incomprehensible  to  me  that  the  Assistant  Secretary  could  ever 
have 'supposed  there  waa  entire  coincidence  of  views  ou  the  subject  between 
him  and  myself.  He  cannot  ha,ve  forgotten  his  opinion  of  the  power,  and  inyul- 
nei-abihty  of  the  Monitors,  which  I  always  controverted.     Still  les9.jc»to)fc^^«t^e 
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failed  to  recollect  his  persistent  resolution  to  make  the  expedition  depend  for 
success  solely  on  the  naval  force,  and  his  anxiety  to  exclude  the  co-operation  of 
a  land  force,  against  my  opinion  that  a  purely  naval  attack  could  give  no 
assurance  of  success,  and  that  to  secure  it  troops  were  necessary,  often  and  as 
formally  expressed  before  the  7th  of  April  as  it  is  now  contained  in  my  report 
of  the  attack. 

The  department  has  been  fnrther  misled  in  supposing  I  went  with  the  Assist- 
ant Secretary  into  particulars  respecting  the  attack  on  Charleston  during  my 
visit  last  fall.  The  only  detail  that  was  arranged  and  promised  by  the  Assist- 
ant Secretary  was  never  executed — the  removal  of  serious  defects  in  the  New 
Ironsides.  She  came  three  months  afterwards  to  Port  Royal  unchanged  ia 
important  particulars. 

t  am  not  sufficiently  sure  that  I  understand  the  allusion  of  the  department 
to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  then  Captain  Dahlgren,  to  make  any  comment 
'  upon  it ;  I  therefore  pass  it  in  silence. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  perceive  that  the  department  ia  sensible  of  tbe 
propriety  of  assigning  a  reason  for  its  nousual  delay  in  acknowledging  my 
reports  of  80  important  an  action  as  that  of  the  7th  of  April.  But  the  depart- 
ment most  permit  me  to  remind  it  that  I  answered  the  President's  order  of  the 
13th  April,  which  the  letter  of  the  14th  merely  repeated,  modified  and  softened, 
on  the  16th  of  April,  the  day  of  its  receipt,  in  a  full  despatch,  which  left  Port 
Royal  on  the  17th,  the  day  after  the  transmission  of  my  detailed  report  of  the 
action  of  the  7th,  and  must  have  reached  the  department  within  four  or  five 
days  of  its  date;  and  if  the  department  delayed  its  reply  to  my  report  for 
several  weeks,  in  dsuly  expectation  of  a  despatch  then  in  its  possession,  it  is 
another  illustration  of  the  neglect  with  which  it  treats  my  despatches.  And 
while  the  department  informs  me  that  my  detailed  report  of  the  action  of  the 
7th  was  received  only  on  the  20th  April,  the  department  should  not  forget 
that  my  report  of  the  8th.  containing  every  material  fact  necessary  for  the  com- 
prehension of  the  attack  on  the  7th  and  the  causes  of  its  failure  was  delivered 
to  the  Secretary  on  the  12th  of  April  only  five  days  after  the  battle  by  Uom 
mander  Rhind,  himself  a  distingnished  actor  m  that  event 

That  despatch  was  entitled  to  the  c"iuiter.y  of  an  acknowledgment  even  if 
the  department  had  no  word  of  thanks  to  the  biave  men  and  ofliLi-ra  who  «o 
gallantly  tried  its  expenment 

I  have  no  desire  to  question  the  power  of  the  department  to  lelieve  me  at 
its  discretion,  but  its  order  ot  the  3d  June  ass  gns  causes  whith  do  not  exist, 
and  ascribes  to  me  opinions  which  I  had  netth*  expressed  nor  entertained 

In  my  despatch  of  the  28th  Jannary  I  ad\  ised  the  department  thit  tioops 
were  necessary  to  secure  suecp«^  it  peisn-ted  in  ordenng  \  purely  naval  ittack 
reiteration  of  my  repeated  adi  lee  the  department  i,onld  not  cxpet,t  uhIlss  on 
its  request. 

That  request  was  for  the  first  time  expiesaed  m  yiui  despatch  of  the  14th 
May,  and  before  it  could  receive  my  leply  giving  a  detadcd  plan  of  opeiation 
the  department  relieved  me 

The  department  will  seaich  my  letters  in  vain  fir  any  juitification  of  its 
regrets  that  I  did  not  concur  in  the  relui,tanco  of  the  govtrnment  to  leliiiquish 
all  further  efforts  against  Charlc  ton 

Long  before  the  government  oideied  any  attatk  I  opened  the  way  on  the 
Stono  and  placed  its  tioops  witlnn  reach  of  Chiilc^ton  and  =imce  this  laded 
because  not  supported  my  snggestions  to  the  department  hi\e  been  confined 
to  pointing  out  the  way  to  secure  snccesb  in  othei  directions  ilv.  ays  holding 
the  Stono,  however,  -w  ithout  which  the  present  opeiations  could  not  ha^  e  b  ea 
attempted  by  the  military  forces 

The  tenor  of  my  letters  nowhere  lU'stifiti  the  suggestion  thit  mj  judgnent 
was  in  opposition  to  a  itnewed  attack  on  Chailcitju  with  an  adequate  land 
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fovco  supporting  the  naval  attack.     They  espressly  confined  my  opposition  to   , 
' '  a  purely  naval  attack  "  with  forces  that  Lad  just  proved  insufficient.     If  I  am 
not  misinformed,  the  department  has  not  ordered  such  an  attach,  nor  found  an 
officer  willing  to   undertake  it,  and  the  recent   operations   before  Charleston 
snfEciently  vindicate  my  judgment, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully-,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Adiniral  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Secretary  nf  the  Navy  in  reply  to  Rear- Admiral  DuFont's  letter  of  October  S2. 
Navy  Department,  Novemher  4,  1863. 
SiE:  Tour  communication  dated  "near  Wilmington,  Delaware,  22d  of  Octo- 
ber," was  received  at  this  depai'tment  on  the  27th  nltimo.  This  communica- 
tion purports  to  be  an  acknowledgment  of  a  letter  of  the  department  of  the  26th 
of  last  June,  the  receipt  of  which  you  had  already  acknowledged  several  months 

I  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  inclination  to  enter  into  a  controversy  or 
review  of  the  transactions  attending  the  demonBti'ation  of  the  7th  of  April,  nor 
can  I  neglect  pnbhc  duties  to  discuss  your  alleged,  but,  in  my  opinion,  entirely 
imaginary  personal  grievances.  Your  prompt  abandonment  of  the  harbor  of 
Charleston  after  a  brief  attack — your  disinclination  to  ocenpy  the  harbor — your 
declarations  that  the  Monitors  could  not  remain  thei-e  with  safety — your  doubts 
and  misgivings  in  relation  to  those  vessels — your  opposition  to  a  naval  attack — 
your  omission  to  suggest  or  advise  any  system  of  naval  proceeding — your  con- 
stant complaints — the  distrust  that  painfully  pervaded  your  correspondence — 
your  distressing  personal  anxiety  about  yourself  that  seemed  to  overshadow 
public  duty — your  assaults  upon  editore  instead  of  assaults  npon  rebel  batteries — 
your  neglect  of  any  reconnois sauce  of  the  harbor  obstructions,  or  if  such  was 
ever  miide,  your  neglect  to  inform  the  department  of  the  fact — these,  with  the 
(juei-ulous  and  censorious  charges  which  subsequently,  during  four,  months' 
leisuie,  have  been  garnered  up  and  cherished,  and  which  finally  find  expression 
in  your  communication  received  on  the  Sltli  ultimo,  are,  agreeably  to  your  wish, 
all  on  the  files  of  the  department^  and  the  failure  of  the  7th  of  Apiil  has  become 
history.  In  the  department  also  are  the  records  of  my  despatches  to  which 
you  have  taken  exception,  in  language  which  is,  if  not  unbecoming  an  officer, 
at  least  so  unusual  that,  though  conned  and  prepared  as  necessaiT  for  your 
vindication,  it  requires  special  indulgence  in  order  to  be  permitted  to  be  received 
on  the  public  files. 

Those  despatches  are  not  of  the  character  you  represent.  "  Insulting  impu- 
tations in  official  despatches,"  by  whomsoever  made,  are  no  more  excusaole 
than  obtrusive  impertinence  and  diliberate  insolence.  Concurring,  as  you  de- 
clare you  do,  with  the  department  that  the  further  discussion  of  the  brief  dem- 
onstration of  the  7th  of  Api-il,  which  you  feared,  and  have  often  declared, 
would,  if  repeated,  result  in  disaster,  you  nevertheless,  in  your  leisure,  "near 
Wilmington,"  once  more  bring  forward  your  failure  and  your  grievance,  and  de- 
clare you  must  "  place  again  on  the  records  of  the  department  my  (your)  indig- 
nant refutation  of  its  renewed  charges." 

Four  months  had  passed  away  since  I  had  written  you,  except  the  brief 
despatch  of  July  15,  congratxilating  you  on  your  arrival  in  Delaware — our  cor- 
respondence had  closed — yet  late  in  October  you  forward  an  elaborate  despatch , 
reopening  the  subject,  and  accusing  me  of  "renewed  charges."     The  "  impnta- 
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tion"  tliftt  I  have  ever  matte  cLarges  against  you.  is  as  incorreet  as  that  I  had 
"renewed"  them. 

Your  lelnetaiicB  to  assail  Sumter  and  occupy  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  aud 
the  anxiety  manifested  to  hastily  withdraw  the  fleet,  were  facts  which  I  learned 
with  regret;  but,  thongh  I  did  not  concur  in  yonr  views,  I  carefully  abstained 
from  making  either  "charges"  or  "imputations"  against  you. 

Diifering  with  yon,  it  was  my  duty  to  express  my  opinions,  and  I  did  it  in 
language  and  terms  which  you  do  not  presume  to  quote  to  sastain  your  asser- 
tions. I  lamented  what  appeared  to  me  an  error  or  infirmity  of  judgment,  and 
the  development  of  views  that  were  in  direct  conflict  with  what  I  had  previously 
supposed  was  our  united  and  joint  opinion,  and  I  frankly  but  mildly  communi- 
cated my  diaappointment  on  learning  that  you  disapproved,  or  claimed  never  to 
have  advised,  the  assault  on  Sumter,  or  the  attempt  to  penetrate  Charleston 
havbor. 

But  while  thus  differing  with  you  and  compelled  to  state  my  opinions,  I  was 
not  unmindful  of  your  ability  and  attainments,  your  topographical  and  hydro- 
graphical  knowledge  of  the  coast,  and  yoar  professional  experience  and  service 
exhibited  not  only  at  Port  Royal,  but  in  the  general  management  of  the  block- 
ade from  the  North  Carolina  boundary  to  Cape  Canaveral.  Everywhere,  and 
on  all  occasions,  I  awarded  you  full  and  cheerful  credit  for  what  you  are,  and 
what  you  had  done;  but  because  I  was  surprised  and  disappointed  at  your 
fjiilure  and  your  conclusions  at  Charleston,  which  it  appears  was  not  your  spe- 
cialty, and  because  I  did  not  wholly  conceal  my  opinions,  you  accnse  me  of 
making  charges  and  renewing  them.  It  was  no  less  my  duty  to  inform  you 
wherein  we  disagreed,  than  wherein  we  concurred.  I  knew  that  in  the  autumn 
of  1862  am:  views  coincided  in  regard  to  assaihng  Sumter  and  occupying 
Charleston  harbor;  that  you  then  expected  to  make  that  assault;  that  both  of 
us  then  anticipated  its  success,  and  that  we  mutually  spoke  of  it  as  the  crown- 
ing glory  of  a  successful  career.  Until  within  a,  few  weeks  prior  to  the  attack 
your  letters  were  all  unmistakably  of  that  character,  and  were  calling  for  as- 
sistance for  that  work.  As  the  crisis  approached,  doubts  and  misgivings,  the 
almost  certain  precursors  of  failure,  began  to  manifest  themselves.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  then  my  confidence  in  your  ability  and  sagacity,  that  I  trusted  and 
believed  yon  would,  resolutely  as  well  as  skilfully,  press  forward  to  the  accom- 
plishmeat  of  the  object  intrusted  to  you, 

I  expected  that  you  would  proceed  fearlessly  and  intelligently,  and  if  not 
with  aa  much  preparatory  labor  and  care  as  you  have  exhibited  in  the  compo- 
sition of  your  late  letters,  cex'tainly  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  service,  and 
with  the  intention  at  least  of  a  successful  result.  I  did  not  suppose  that  during 
the  eighteen  months  you  had  blockaded  Charleston  you  were  ignorant  of  the 
true  cnaracter  of  the  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  or  that  when  the  assault  was 
commenced  the  whole  fleet  would  be  compelled  to  huddle  together  without 
order  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  but  it  was  assumed  that  yon  would  have 
some  plan  of  attack ;  that  there  had  been  some  previous  reconuoiasance  of  the 
harbor,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  obtained  of  the  sabmei^;ed  obstructions. 

I  was  disappointed  when  I  learned  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  that  all  the 
vessels  except  your  own,  which  was  not  and  unfortunately  could  not  he  got  near 
the  batteries,  after  a  demonstration  of  less  than  two  hours,  during  which  the 
Monitors  were  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire  with  the  loss  of  one  man,  yonr  foi-ces 
were  withdrawn,  and  yo\i,  having  taken  a  night's  reflection,  concluded  to  leave 
the  hai-bor  and  abandon  the  attack.  The  principal  reason  assigned  for  this 
abandonment  was  the  injury  that  had  been  done  the  Monitors,  and  your  in- 
ability to  renew  the  assault  in  consequence.  These  vessels,  which  you  cl^m  not 
to  have  disparaged,  have  since  been  mider  fire  for  about  two  months,  and,  but  for 
the  submerged  obstructions  which  you  treated  lightly,  but  of  which  you  appear 
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to  Iiave  Kovor  obtained  authentic  information,  they  could  have  gone  to  the 
wharves  of  Oharleaton  and  returned,     No  batteriea  could  have  prevented. 

Nevertheless  you  imputed  your  failure  to  the  Monitors;  you  reported  them 
greatly  injured;  you  apprehended  they  could  not  remd.n  inside  the  bar  and  ride 
out  the  Bborm;  you  urged  the  renewal  of  the  blockade  off  the  harbor. 

The  results  which  have  since  followed;  the  fire  which  the  Monitors  have  sus- 
tained for  many  weeks;  the  safety  with  which  for  months  they  have  rode  out 
gales  inside  the  bar;  the  much  more  stringent  efficiency  of  the  blockade  with 
the  Ironsides  and  Monitors  inside,  than  it  ever  was  while  the  vessels  were  ont- 
side,  have  confirmed  me  in  the  belief  that  the  Monitori  were  not  solely  nor  even 
mainly  responsible  for  the  failure  of  the  7th  of  April. 

Tou  complain  because  I  did  not  acknowledge  your  preliminary  despatch  of 
the  8th,  sent  forward  by  Commander  Rhind  in  rtie  Flambeau.  In  this  you  seem 
strangely  oblivious  of  my  despatch  of  the  11th  of  April,  written  and  forwarded 
immediately  on  receiving  intelligence  of  your  failure  through  rebel  sources,  con- 
iirmed  by  telegram  from  Fortress  Monroe,  informing  us  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Flambeaxi  at  Hampton  Roads  with  tidings  of  the  demonstration  of  the  7th, 
You  were  in  that  despatch  promptly  advised  of  the  views  of  the  President  and 
the  department  in  relation  to  a  "renewed  attack"  and  continued  operations,  for 
the  brief  demonstration  of  the  7tli  was  at  first  regarded  by  us  as  a  mere  recon- 
Doissanee  or.  preliminary  attack,  to  be  followed  up  by  more  decisive  action. 

"When  Commander  Rhind  arrived  in  Washington  on  the  12th  he  brought  little 
if  any  new  intelligence,  and  I  had  nothing  to  say  in  addition  to  my  despatch 
of  the  11th,  which  had  anticipated  your  formal  communication.  Nor  am  I  aware 
that  there  were  any  meauB  of  immediate  conveyance  had  I  made  a  formal  ac- 
knowledgment of  your  brief  report,  for  tljere  was  no  regular  communication. 

The  despatch  of  the  11th,  which  you  received  on  the  IGth,  put  yon  in  pos- 
session of  the  Views  of  the  government  after  the  attack  of  the  7th  was  known, 
without  delaying  to  communicate  till  notice  was  formally  received  and  acknow- 
ledged. 

I  did  not  communicate  with  you  further  on  the  subject,  for  I  was  in  daily  and 
hourly  expectation  of  hearing  from  you  as  to  the  prosecution  of  the  attack. 
That  you  had  wholly  neglected  to  infoi-m  yourself  of  the  submerged  harbor 
obstructions  I  was  unwilling  to  believe,  and  yet  I  had  no  assurance  on  that 
point.  Waiting  for  developments  and  suggestions  which  your  opportunities, 
official  position,  and  long  experience  on  the  coast  authorized  you  to  make,  and 
which  were  a  part  of  your  duty,  days  wasted,  and  no  communicatioa  from  you 
as  to  an  attack  or  future  operations  was  received.  Your  detailed  report,  when 
transmitted,  was  soon  followed  by  another  and  more  ponderous  document,  but, 
to  my  regret  and  surprise,  neither  of  them  brought  any  more  information  or  any 
snggeation  of  any  plan  of  naval  operations  looking  to  its  accomplishmeul. 
Your  report,  consisting  of  eight  pages,  and  its  accompaniments,  expatiated  on 
alleged  deficiencies  of  the  irou-clads  and  their  injuries.  I  regretted  that  the 
report  was  not  such  a  plain  narrative  of  the  attack,  unconnected  with  other 
topics,  as  to  justify  its  publication,  but  the  account  was  so  interwoven  with  com- 
plaints of  the  feebleness  and  inefficiency  of  the  vessels  that  its  publication  would 
have  beeu  impolitic  and  injurious.  There  was  no  necessity  to  have  exposed  the 
deficiency  of  the  vessels^  to  the  rebels,  even  if  as  great  as  represented.  Only 
one  object  was  to  be  gained  by  such  exposure  or  exaggeration,  and  that  was  to 
place  the  entire  iailure  on  the  Monitors.  The  tone  which  pervaded  your  report 
and  despatches  was  by  no  means  encouraging,  bwt  the  reverse.  You  had  evi- 
dently no  enthusiasm  or  zeal  for  operations  in  Charleston  harbor,  but  advised  a 
return  to  the  outside  blockade. 

The  most  elaborate  as  well  as  the  most  extended  of  all  your  despatches,  bow- 
er, at  that  interesting  and  exciting  period  when  the  government  and  the  whole 
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Qus  labors  and  reap onsibili ties,  was  the  ponderous  docuiaeiit  of  the  2Sd  of  April. 
Not  having  heec  encouraged  by  your  report  or  previous  despatches,  I  antici- 
pated that  this  document  would  contain  a  well  matured  plan  of  operations,  and 
tamed  to  it  with  high  expectation,  but,  to  my  amazement,  I  found  it  consisted 
of  fourteen  foolscap  pages,  which  you  had  prepared  in  that  excited  period,  com- 
plaining of  and  criticising  a  newspaper  artide  which  commented  with  some 
sharpness  on  what  the  writer  considered  the  errors  of  the  seventh  of  April  and 
the  mistake  in  hastily  withdrawing  the  fleet. 

That  an  officer  with  such  important  trusts  confided  to  him — the  whole  country 
interested  in  the  results  of  his  labors,  and  skill  and  bravery — the  world  itself  a 
spectator  of  his  acta — should  at  such  a  period  so  waste  hia  time  as  to  write  fom-- 
teen  fiill  pages  of  personal  defence  and  justification  against  newspaper  remarks — 
berating  and  censuring  others — ^was  as  pitiable  as  it  was  astonishing.  1  confess 
that,  while  as  ready  as  ever  to  award  you  abilities  of  a  certain  description,  I 
from  that  moment  became  satisfied  that  you  would  never  reduce  Fort  Sumter 
nor  capture  Charleston,  Still,  remembering  the  services  you  had  rendered, 
acknowledging  your  abilities  in  the  sphere  where  your  useftilness  had  been 

? roved,  and  disposed  to  kindlyi'egard  your  failure  as  an  unavoidable  infirmity, 
worded  my  despatches  in  language  as  mildly  expressive  of  my  disappoint- 
ment as  I  could  frame.  This  forbearance  of  the  department  yon  have  sti'angely 
misconstrued,  and,  after  fonr  months'  deliberation,  you  come  forjvard  and  seek 
to  reopen  the  closed  correspondence  in  order  to  manifest  your  latent  indignation 
by  denouncing  my  mild  expressions  as  "ioaulting  imputations"  and  "grave 
wrongs,"  Undoubtedly  more  terse  and  explicit  language  might  have  been  used, 
bat  to  yon,  I  apprehend,  it  would  have  been  mncb  leas  satisfactory.  It  has 
evidently  never  occurred  to  you  that  the  delays  and  failures  at  Chai'leston  were 
in  any  degree  imputable  to  liie  infirmities  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

You  disapproved  of  the  occupancy  of  the  harbor,  yet  I  am  not  aware  that 
you  ever  caused  or  attempted  to  have  a  reeonnoissance  of  the  obstructions  or  an 
examination  of  the  harbor  made  before  the  attack,  nor  am  I  aware  that  you 
have  ever  offered  an  excuse  for  this  omission.  After  the  attack  was  made  you 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  Ironsides — dissatisfied  with  the  Monitors — dissatisfied 
with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  against  whom  you  prepared  charges  and  desired 
that  he  might  be  arrested  and  sent  to  you  for  trial,  he  having  expi-essed  his  sur- 
prise that  you  should  abandon  the  assault  on  so  brief  an  effort — dissatisfied  with 
Surgeon  Kershner,  whom  you  coui-t-martialed  for  a  similai-  offence — dissatisfied 
with  Mr.  Fulton,  the  special  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  for  his  criti- 
cisms on  your  movements  and  acts — dissatisfied  with  the  President  for  his  tele- 
gram, and  dissatisfied  with  the  department  for  not  more  promptly  and  formally 
acknowledging  and  publishing  your  repoi-ts. 

If  these  complaints  and  reports,  wherein  the  admiral  of  the  squadron  devoted 
BO  large  a  portion  of  his  time  to  his  personal  matters  and  so  litUe  towards  mar- 
shalling his  force  for  the  occupation  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  and  the  capture 
of  the  city,  were  not  i-eeeived  with  the  patience  to  which  they  were  entitled,  it 
was  my  misfortune.  I  do  not  deny  that  it  would  have  been  more  acceptable 
to  the  department  to  have  witnessed  the  zeal  manifested  in  hunting  down  news- 
paper editors,  engineers,  and  surgeons,  dii-ected  against  rebel  enemies  and  to  the 
destruction  of  tlieir  works. 

It  is  not  my  object  to  review  or  criticise  your  aets  and  doings,  nor  to  consider 
other  points  than  those  which  you  in  this  elaborate  and  studied  document  have 
again  obtruded  upon  the  department  after  four  months'  rumination.  The  expedi- 
tion to  Ogeechee  and  assault  on  Fort  McAllister,  which  you  again  refer  to,  was  not 
such  an  exhibition  of  tact  and  strategy  as  to  have  commended  itself  to  my 
judgment ;  yet,  you  having  deemed  it  expedient,  I  did  not  object  to  or  even 
criticise  it.  That  it  gave  you  more  confidence  in  the  Monitors  in  some  respect 
you  admit ;  but  it  is  obvious  your  doubts  and  prejudices  were  not  removed.     If 
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th.e,y  Aid  not  inspire  you  with  confidence  and  reliance,  you  congratulate  yourself 
witli  the  inforaiation  yow  acquired.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  the  iuforma- 
tion  which  the  rebels  derived  from  that  experience  was  infinitely  more  valuable 
to  them  than  any  that  you  obtained  was  to  you  ?  When  they  beheld  the  invul- 
nerability of  the  Monitors,  they  were  convinced  that  no  batteries  could  prevent 
the  ingresB  of  those  vessels  to  Charleston,  and  that  the  defence  of  the  city  must 
be  the  Bubinei'ged  obstructions.  How  much  the  obstructions  may  have  been  in- 
creased, and  the  defence  of  the  place  strengthened,  in  consequence  of  the  inform- 
ation BO  obtained  by  them,  no  reconnoissance  or  exploration  of  yonrs  has  ever 
informed  ua.  If  there  was  not  entire  coincidence  of  views  between  yon  and 
the  department  until  within  a  brief  period  preceding  the  attack,  yonr  views 
were  greatly  misapprehended,  not  only  Dy  myself,  but  by  the  Assistant  Secretary, 
with  whom  yon  held  free  uaofficial  correspondence. 

Not  until  after  the  7th  of  April  was  I  aware  of  yonr  disinclination  to  enter  or 
occupy  the  harbor  and  encounter  Sumter.  The  batteries,  the  storms,  the  anchor- 
age, the  rebel  tron-clads,  the  torpedoes,  were  your  apprehension,  but  the  sub- 
merged obstructions  you  treated  lightly,  although  they  gave  disquiet  to  the 
department,  which  could  obtain  no  certain  information  from  you  in  regard  to 
them.  Ton  may  have  ekercised  a  cautious  and  wary  reserve  in  withholding 
"advice"  on  the  subject  of  the  assanlt,  but  the  tenor  of  your  despatches  left 
mc  in  no  doubt  of  your  opinion,  while  your  conversations  and  private  corre- 
spondence were  explicit. 

That  your  failure  disappointed  me  I  did  not  conceal,  but  frankly  stated,  not, 
however,  in  "  harsh  language  "  or  "  unjust  reproaches."  Tour  anxiety  to  leave 
the  harbor  and  abandon  naval  demonstrations  Ju  that  direction  disappointed  me 
more  than  your  failure.  For  a  long  period  the  department  had  exerted  itself 
assiduously  to  strengthen  your  command,  had  given  you  its  efficient  vessels, 
sometimes  at  the  expense  of  other  squadrons.  It  was  for  the  admiral  to  inspire 
all  with  his  opinions  and  resolution,  and  to  give  direction  to  all.  That  du-ec- 
tion  was,  however,  to  withdraw  after  a  single,  brief,  confused  attack,  in  which 
one  man  was  killed. 

The  detailed  report  was  a  deplorable  representation  of  injuries  to  the  Moni- 
tors, followed  by  expressed  dissatisfaction  because  the  account  which  decried 
them  was  not  prompdy  acknowledged  and  published  to  the  world.  There  was 
a  manifest  determination  to  fasten  whatever  weakness  existed  on  the  vessek. 
Fortunately  they  have  vindicated  their  own  reputation  from  this  hasty  condem- 
nation, by  months  of  endurance  through  storm  and  fire  which  the  commander- 
in-chief  declared  they  could  not  sustain. 

Ton  do  not  scruple  to  chaise  upon  the  department  harsh  language  and  unjust 
reproaches,  yet  nowhere  in  the  correspondence  to  which  yon  refer  are  they  to 
be  found,  nor  am  I  conscious  of  ever  having  entertained  an  unkind  thought 
towards  you  to  provoke  them,  even  when  lamenting  what  appeared  to  me  your 
errors.  In  the  overwhelming  pressure  of  great  events,  and  measures  of  deep 
public  concernment,  my  language  may  have  been  unstudied,  bat  never  inten- 
tionally offensive.  Nor  did  any  intimation  of  "wounding  words  "  ever  escape 
you  in  the  day  when  these  occurrences  transpired.  There  were  regret*,  disap- 
pointments, and  differences  of  opinions,  that  were  sufficiently  painful  without  • 
the  addition  of  "harsh  language,"  "unjust  reproaches,"  or  "wounding  words." 
I  had  given  you  my  willing  confidence,  and  supposed  there  was  entire  frank- 
ness and  sincerity  between  us,  nor  was  I  undeceived  until  after  the  7th  day  of 
April,  when  you  informed  me  that  demonstration  was  "a  measure  you  never 
advised."  Until  that  declaration  I  had  never  suspected  any  want  of  concert  or 
candor.  In  the  same  communication  yon  indicated  a  general  non- concurrence 
in  the  views  of  the  President  and  of  the  department ;  said  that  you  had  "  witli- 
drawn  the  iron-clads  from  the  very  insecure  anchorage  inside  the  bar;"  spoke  of 
the  "great  pei'il  of  their  being  lost  on  Morris  island  beach;"  assei-ted  that  "their. 
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gronnd  tackling  has  been  found  to  be  insufficient;"  dwelt  ou  "the  serious  injury 
sustained  by  the  Monitors,"  but  stated  you  would  "  get  them  inside  Charlestoii 
bar  with  all  despatch,  in  accoi-dance  with  the  order  of  the  President;"  thought 
it  your  "duty,  howeTer,  to  state  to  the  department  that  this  will  be  attended 
with  great  risk  to  these  vessels  from  tlie  gales  which  prevail  at  this  season,  and 
from  the  continuous  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  they  can  neither  silence 
nor  prevent  the  erection  of  new  ones."  These  are  but  parts  of  that  despatch, 
not  to  dwell  ou  others  equally  censorious,  indicating  disagreement  with  the  pre- 
vious policy  and  understanding — distmat  and  discontent — and  concluding  with 
your  "  request  that  the  department  will  not  hesitate  to  relieve  me  by  any  officer 
■who  is  more  able  to  execute  that  service  in  which  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
fail." 

This  letter  was  written  on  the  16th  of  April,  immediately  after  receiving  ray 
despatch  of  the  Uth,  directing  renewed  operations,  and  before  there,  had  Been 
time  for  formal  acknowledgment  of  your  commnnication  of  the  8th,  and  in  fact 
superseding  its  necessity.  Thenceforward,  until  you  were  relieved,  I  was 
painfully  impressed,  with  the  want  of  earnest  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  the  lack  of 
vigor,  the  omission  ta  make  suggestions,  and  the  absence  of  will  and  energy  and 
resolute  determination  to  carry  forward  the  vast  operations  intrusted  to  yon. 
Tour  request  to  be  relieved  was  not  an  nnmeaning  or  unimportant  expression. 
Uttered  as  it  was  at  a  critical  period  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  with  active  ope- 
rations in  progress,  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  disregard  it.  Taken  in  connexion 
with  the  changed  tone  of  your  eerrespondenee,  and  the  deelai-ation  that  you 
"  never  advised"  the  measure,  with  the  consoqnences  that  might  follow,  a  respon- 
sibility devolved  upon  the  department  and  the  government,  from  that  request 
and  your  evident  discontent,  that  could  not  be  evaded. 

The  whole  condition  of  stairs,  with  your  changed  opinions  and  feelings,  was 
deliberately  considered,  and  contributed  to  delay  the  acknowledgment  and  reply 
to  your  detsuled  report.  I  was  anxious  to  know  whethei'  this  request  to  be 
relieved  could  be  considered  a  mere  momentary  impnlse,  and  waited  further 
developments  on  that  point,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  your  views  and  plans  for 
attacking  Charleston,  But  instead  of  plans  and  suggestions  for  naval  opera- 
tions such  as  I  looked  for  and  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the  admiral  in  com- 
mand, there  came  the  dissertation  of  fourteen  pages  complaining  of  a  newspaper 
article,  and  exhibiting  a  sensitive  tenderness  of  what  concerned  yourself  per- 
sonally. What  action  could  I  take  or  what  course  pursue,  when  the  officer  who 
had  been  selected  for  this  important  command  was  at  this  crisis  engaged  in  a 
newspaper  dispute,  complaining  of  his  friends  and  requesting  to  be  relieved  ? 
Disappointed  that  you,  at  the  period  when  the  government  had  a  right  to  rely 
npon  you  most,  should  seem  so  indifEerent  to  the  public  necessities,  so  solicitous 
for  yourself,  the  department  was  embarrassed,  but  yet  retained  a  lingering  hope 
that  you  would  feel  sufficient  interest  to  suggest  some  plan  for  prosecuting  naval 
operations.  When,  however,  weeks  passed,  and  nothing  substantial  was  re- 
ceived, but  the  apathy  or  indifference  continued,  you  were  finally  relieved  in 
June.  Alluding  to  these  matters  and  your  neglect  or  omission  to  snggeat  a 
plan  of  operations,  and  to  the  request  that  I  made  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  of 
,  May,  specially  inviting  you  to  communicate  your  views  to  the  department  you 
say  :  "  Before  it  could  receive  my  reply,  giving  a  detailed  plan  of  ope  at  ons 
the  department  relieved  me."  That  relief  was  not  unsolicited ;  but  had  t  been 
given  without  request  of  any  kind  from  you — had  you  been  earnest  and  d  I  gent 
in  carrying  out  the  policy  of  the  government,  and  had  all  the  imaginary  wro  gs 
which  you  conceive  yourself  to  have  suffered  been  real,  was  it  right  fo  you  as 
an  officer  and  a  patriot,  after  being  specially  invited  to  submit  you  v  ews  to 
withhold  from  your  government  and  country  any  "  detailed  plan  of  opeiations 
which  your  abilities  and  long  experience  had  enabled  you  to  form?  There  is  a 
patriotism  that  leads  to  self-sacrifice,  and  causes  one  to  forget  personal  wrongs  in 
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iiis  coTiutry.  If  you  really  bad  in.  your  mind  a  "  detailed  plan  of 
operations,"  could  any  personal  coiiBideration  or  private  griefs,  real  or  imaginary, 
induce  you  to  suppvess  and  withhold  it  from  that  government  which  had  so  hon- 
ored and  trusted  you,  and  to  which  you  were  under  so  many  and  great  obliga- 
tions ?  If  so,  I  must  say  that  you  were  not  relieved  one  moment  too  soon.  And 
here  let  me  say,  that  the  plan  of  operations  to  which  you  refer  as  already  exist 
ing  in  your  mind,  being  the  results  of  observations  derived  from  eighteen  months' 
experience,  and,  as  you  intimate,  ready  to  be  communicated,  is  still  withheld. 

You  not  only  disavow  advising  the  operations  on  Chaileston,  bat  have  taken 
special  occasion  to  say  there  was  non -concurrence  of  views  between  yourself 
and  the  Asaistant  Secretary.  In  saying  this  you  profess  not  to  understand  the 
character  of  the  mission  of  that  gentleman  for  the  relief  of  Sumter  in  1861, 
and  to  be  ignorant  of  his  making  more  than  one  visit  to  Charleston.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  confidential  trust  which 
the  President  instituted  to  succor  the  famishing  garrison  at  that  time.  But  the 
Assistant  Secretary  had  made  himself  so  familiar  with  the  harbor  and  defences 
that  you  communicated  and  advised  with  him  freely  and  unofficially  in  regard 
to  operations.  If,  as  you  remark,  his  visit  in  1861  did  not  "  make  him  familiar 
with  all  the  points  of  fortifications,"  he  knew  enough  of  them  to  eutei'tain  no 
apprehension  of  their  preventing  the  passage  of  the  Monitors.  Bat  while  the 
batteries  are  powerless  to  those  vessels,  the  submei^d  obstructions  may  be 
formidable  and  dangerous.  These  are  really  the  present  chief  and  almost  only 
defences  of  Charleeton  against  a  purely  naval  attack,  and  yet  you  always  treated 
those  ohstiuctions  lightly  and  as  of  little  account.  If,  from  the  want  of  accurate 
information,  you  underestimated  them  before  the  demonstration  of  the  7tll  of 
April,  the  subsequent  omission  to  obtain  the  facts  and  report  to  the  department 
exhibits  a  want  of  vigilance  that  was  not  to  have  been  expected  from  the  com- 
manding officer,  who  had  been  eighteen  months  on  the  coast,  commencing  before 
there  were  any  submerged  obsti-uctions  to  be  overcome. 

As  you  express  your  surprise  at,  and  your  inability  to  comprehend,  the  trust 
confided  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  in  1S61,  I  hereFith  transmit  a  copy  of  his 
letter  to  me,  embodying  his  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  also  from 
Lieutenant  General  Scott,  when  commissioned  to  convey  supplies  to  the  famish- 
ing garrison  in  Fort  Sumter.  Unfortunately  the  bombardment  of  Sumter  had 
commenced  before  the  supplies  arrived,  and  he  was  compelled,  as  you  are  pleased 
to  remind  us,  to  witness  the  surrender  of  the  fortress  without  being  able  to  re- 
lieve the  garrison.  Yon  will  also  find  appended  extracts  feom  your  private  and 
unofficial  letters  to  him,  alluded  to  in  your  late  communication,  and  also  to  Com- 
mander Wise,  which  may  serve  to  refresh  yoar  memory  as  to  the  views  and 
feelings  which  you  actually  entertained  at  the  time  they  were  written  in  regard 
to  operations,  if  you  did  not  officially  "  advise  "  them. 

I  must  also  call  your  attention  to  one  or  two  of&cial  despatches,  not  supposing 
that  there  were  differences  between  us  in  regard  to  the  operations  which, 
since  your  failure,  you  say  you  never  "  advised."  I  did  not  scan  your  despatches 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  how  far  and  to  what  extent  you  were  committed  to 
the  undertaking.  On  my  part  there  were  no  reserves ;  and  if  there  were  any  on 
yours,  to  them  perhaps  may  ne  attributed  much  of  your  difficulty.  My  despatches 
were  frank  and  explicit.  On  the  6th  of  January  I  wrote  you  tliat  "the  New 
Ii-onaides,  Passaic,  Jlontauk,  Patapsco,  and  Weehawken,  iron-clads,  have  been 
ordered  to,  and  are  now  on  the  way,  to  join  your  command,  to  enable  you  to 
enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston  and  demand  the  surrender  of  its  defences,  or 
suffer  the  consequences  of  a  refusal." 

There  certainly  was  no  question  as  to  the  views  of  the  department  in  this 
despatch ;  and  if  you  did  not  advise  the  measure,  the  fact  that  you  did  not  inti- 
mate a  doubt  or  make  an  adverse  suggestion,  permitted  me  to  draw  no  other 
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inference  than  that  yon  concurred.     It  was,  indeed,  in  conformity  witli  all  onr 
previons  undorBtanding  and  preparation. 

You,  jonreelf,  wrote  on  the  34th  of  January  that,  "The  department  is  aware 
that  I  hare  never  shrank  from  any  reaponBibility  which  eirenmstances  called 
for,  nor  desired  to  pUice  any  feilure  of  mine  on  others.  But  the  interests  in- 
volved in  the  anccess  or  failure  of  the  undertaking  strike  me  as  so  momentous 
to  the  nation  at  home  and  abroad  at  this  particular  period,  that  I  am  confident  it 
will  require  no  urgiug  from  m  t  d  th  department  to  put  at  my  disposal 
every  means  in  its  power  to  especially  by  sending  additional 

iron-clads,  if  possible,  to  the      m  In  your  despatch..    The  army  ia  not 

ready  for  even  the  limited  P      t        t    an  give,  though  anxious  to  render 


If  this  was  not  advising  tb  mea  ui  t  was  in  concert  with  it.  True  it  ia 
that  four  days  later,  on  the  28th  ot  January,  you  made  some  allusions  of  a  pre- 
eautionavy  character,  and  which  may  have  been  intended  to  intimate  more  than 
was  expressed.  But  on  the  3Ist  of  January  you  were  advised  that,  "The  de- 
partment does  not  desire  to  uj^e  an  attack  upon  Charleston  with  inadequate 
nieans,  and  if,  after  careful  examination,  you  deem  tlie  number  of  iron-clada  in- 
sufficient to  render  the  capture  of  that  port  reasonably  certain,  it  roust  be  aban- 
doned." But  it  was  not  abandoned,  nor  was  there  any  intimation  it  should  he, 
and  it  was  consequently  taken  for  granted  that  you  "advised"  the  measure. 

You  were  further  informed  in  the  same  despatch  that,  "The  department  is  not 
■  acquainted  with  the  harbor  obetractions  constructed  by  the  rebels,  and  therefore 
cannot  advise  with  you  in  regard  to  these  obstacles.  If  they  are  not  considered 
sufficient  to  prevent  your  entrance,  it  is  not  believed  possible  for  the  rebels  to 
prevent  your  success  with  all  other  means  combined."  On  this  point  the  depart- 
ment has  not  changed  its  views.  But,  unfortunately,  you  feiled  to  inform  yoTU> 
self  in  regard  to  the  obstructious ;  or  if  you  had  accurate  knowledge  of  them,  it 
has  been  withheld  from  the  department. 

Although  trespassing  on  IJme  that  I  cannot  well  spare,  I  have,  induced  by 
your  extraordinajy  letter,  read  over-  the  correspondence  to  which  you  have  taken 
these  late  exceptions,  and  I  perceive  therein  nothing  to  justify  the  accusations 
and  complaints,  which,  iu  closing  the  subject,  I  must  be  permitted  to  aay,  are  as 
unworthy  of  you  as  they  are  unjust  to  the  department. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON"  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

RearA-dmiral  S.  E.  DuPont, 

Near  Wilmington,  Delaware. 


[Enclosures  to  the  foregoing  letter.] 

Navy  Department,  November  3,  1863. 

Sir  ;  Eear- Admiral  DuPont's  despatch,  dated  near  Wilmington,  October  22, 
alluded  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  correspondence  had 
with  bira,  which  being  private  and  unofficial,  has  no  place  on  the  record. 

As  it  ia  the  evident  wish  of  the  admiral  that  that  portion  which  relates  to  the 
coutemplated  attack  upon  Charleston  should  be  before  you,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  exti-acts  bearing  upon  the  subject,  including  one  from  a  note  of  the  ad- 
miral to  Commander  Wise. 

So  much  surprise  is  expressed  hy  the  admiral  at  my  having  commanded  an 
expedition  which  "witnessed"  the  bombardment  of  Sumter  iu  April,  1861,  that 
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Very  reapectfuliy, 

G.  V.  FOX,  Assistant  Secretary. 
Hon.  Gtdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Private  letter  dated  September  12, 1862. 

Several  reports  have  reached  aa  ■wliict  interest  me,  that  you  contemplated 
some  attack  oa  Charleston.  Please  aot  give  orders  without  previously  hearing 
from  me.  This  is  too  serious  a  matter,  and  too  much  involved  in  a  failure,  not 
to  be  maturely  conaidercd, 

I  feci  too  sure  of  ultimate  success  to  hesitate  to  check  puematui-e  action.    . 


Extract  from  private  letter,  dated  January  8,  1863. 

*  *  •  We  have  a  g'ood  deal  of  infonnation  from  Norria,  No  obstructions 
to  speak  of,  hut  the  two  iron-clada  are  formidable,  and  tkey  say  140  guns  caa 
be  brought  to  bear  on  an  approaching  vessel,  and  have  not  the  slightest  appre- 
hension.    *     *     *      . 


Extract  Jrom  private  letter  dated  January  10,  1863. 

Norris,  whom  we  took,  represents  the  Charleston  iroQ-clada  ( 
lable  iu  everything  bvit  motive  power.     *     »     * 


Extract  from  private  letter  dated  February  25,  1SG3. 

'■  *  *  The  ammunition  is  all  received,  and  we  are  working  steadily  in  ref- 
erence to  its  proper  and  available  distribution.  The  Ordnance  Bureau  has  done 
wondera  for  ns  in  this  line.     •     •     • 

The  experiment — foi:  it  ia  nothing  else,  (the  trying  of  SOO  guns  with  20) — is  too 
momentous  to  be  trifled  with.  You  must  therefore  be  patient  until  we  are 
ready.  Better  be  successful  in  March  than  fail  in  February.  I  am  surprised 
yon  believe  for  a  moment  that  we  could  be  humbugged  into  a  siege.  *  *  * 
There  ia  another  battery  going  up  nearer  Cumminge'a  Point,  so  we  shall  1 
to  knock  this  over,  as  well  as  Fort  Wagner,  to  win  our  harbor  and  g 
base  of  operations.  To  keep  up  the  supply  of  ammunition  in  these 
quires  great  preparation  and  system.  »  *  w  "We  are  up  and  i 
Nothing  will  be  wanting  on  our  part,  if  it  pleases  God  to  give  ue  the  day. 


Extract  from,  private  letter  dated  March  2,  1863. 

*  *  *  While  I  thank  you  for  your  great  efforts,  I  think  it  right  to  say 
that  the  limit  of  my  wants  iu  the  way  of  iron-clads  is  the  capacity  of  the  de- 
partment to  supply  them.  *  *  *  Jf  you  send  me  all  you  can,I  can  ask  no 
more.  *  *  *  Morris  "island  has  been  covered  with  batteries,  where  "we 
have  to  win  our  haibor  and  establish  our  naval  base.     *     »     * 
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Excuse  me,  but  I  could,  not  but  smile  at  yovt  grand  plan  of  sailing  in  silently 
on  our  friends.  There  is  no  question  about  wbat  the  result  would  be,  and  be  as 
you  say  it  would;  but,  my  friend,  you  bave  to  get  there.  We  will  do  it  if  it 
can  be  done.  I  think  we  shall  have  to  batter  and  pound  beyond  any  precedent 
in  history.     *     •     • 

Memorandum  dated  March  7,  1863. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  very  valuable  practice  at  Fort  McAllis- 
ter is,  that  none  of  the  15-ineh  guns  can  be  worked  for  more  than  a  day's  fight 
without  repairs.  The  attack  on  Charleston  may  take  a  week  before  any  final 
result  is  reached.  Four  Monitors  have  attacked  Fort  McAllister.  Of  these  two 
got  aground,  two  had  their  concussion  boxes  injured,  one  had  her  15-inch  gun- 
carriage  injured,  one  was  injured  by  a  torpedo,  and  one  by  a  bombshell,  without 
taking  a  seven-gun  fort.  Part  only  of  those  vessels  which  go  into  the  fight  at 
Oharleston  will  be  efficient  at  the  end  of  it,  and  part,  therefore,  of  the  attacking 
force  must  take  the  city. 

Then  Dahlgren  gives  the  life  of  his  gun  at  300.  That  will  never  answer,  I 
think.     We  had  better  have  11-inch.     *     •     • 


Extract-  of  a  letter  from  Fort  Royal  dated  Jaimary  16,  1863. 

•  •  •  In  reference  to  the  former  it  wonld  appear,  if  we  can  rely  upon 
recent  statements — what  I  cared  as  much  for  and  more  than  forts,  (obstmctionaj — 
we  aie  in  a  measure  relieved.  The  depth  of  water,  a  gale  or  two,  and  some 
spring  tides,  have  removed  the  great  mass  of  them,  well  constructed  as  they 
wei-e — five  fourte«n-ineh  timbers,  hooped  with  iron,  with  iron  points  or  heel  to 
sink  them,  then  fastened  together  by  a  chain  cable  about  ten  feet  apart,  with  a 
torpedo  hung  to  the  festoons. 

They  are  still  at  work  on  the  defences,  however,  and  the  niunber  of  forts 
and  guna  is  simply  fabulous.  My  comfort  and  hope  is,  that  with  our  experience 
and  study  of  eighteen  months  on  the  coast,  we  can  apply  whatever  means  are 
furnished  for  the  end  desired,  about  as  well  aa  most  people.     *     *     * 

War  Department, 

Washington,  April  4,  1861. 
Sir  :  It  having  been  determined  to  succor  Fort  Sumter,  yoa  have  been  se- 
lected for  this  important  duty.  Accordingly  you  will  take  charge  of  the  trans- 
ports provided  in  New  York,  having  the  troops  and  supplies  on  boai'd,  to  the 
entrance  of  Charleston  harbor,  and  endeavor,  in  the  first  instance,  to  deliver  the 
subsistence.  If  you  ai-e  opposed  in  this  you  are  directed  to  report  the  fact  to 
the  senior  naval  ofScer  off  the  harbor,  who  will  be  instructed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  use  his  entire  forc«  to  open  a  passage,  when  you  will,  if  possi- 
ble, effect  an  entrance  and  place  both  the  treops  and  supplies  in  Fort  Sumter. 
I  am,  sir,  vei-y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  OAMEKON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox,  Was/dngton. 

Headcioartbrs  of  the  Army, 

WasMngCon,  April  4,  1861. 
Sir;  This  letter  will  he  handed  to  you  by  Captain  G.  V.  Fox,  ex>officcr  of 
the  navy,  and  a  gentleman  of  high  standing,  as  well  as  possessed  of  extraordi- 
nary nautical  ability.     He  ia  charged  by  high  authority  here  with  the  command 
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of  an  expedition  (under  cover  of  certain  eiiip8-of-war)  whose  object  ia  to  le-en- 
force  Foi-t  Sumter. 

To  embai-k  witb  Captain  Fox,  yon  will  cause  a  detachmant  of  recruits,  say 
about  two  buudved,  to  be  immediately  organiaed  at  i'ort  Oolumbua,  witb  a  com- 
petent number  of  officers,  aimy  ammunition,  and  Bubaistence.  A  lai-ge  surplus 
of  the  latter,  indeed  as  gi-eat  as  the  vessels  of  the  expedition  will  take,  with  other 
necesearies,  will  be  needed  for  the  augmented  garrison  of  Fort  Sumter.  The 
Bubaistence  and  other  supplies  should  be  assorted  like  tliose  which  were  provided 
by  you  and  Captain  Ward,  of  the  navy,  for  a  foi-mer  expedition. 

Consult  Captain  Pox  and  Major  Eaton  on  the  subject,  and  give  all  necessary 
orders  in  my  name  to  fit  ont  the  expedition,  except  that  the  hiring  of  the  vessel 
will  be  ieit  to  others. 

Some  fael  must  be  shipped,  oil,  aitiUery  implements,  fuzea,  cordage,  slow- 
match,  mechanical  levers,  and  gnus,  &e.,  &e.,  should  also  be  pnt  on  board. 

Consult  also,  if  necessary,  (confidentially,)  Colooel  Tompkins  and  Major 
Thornton, 

Respectfully,  youra, 

WINFiJiLD  SCOTT. 

Lieut.  Ooi.  R.  L  Suott, 

Aide,-<le- Canvp,  ^.,  4^. 


Journal  of  Surgeon  MaHys  Duval. 
U.  S.  Ship  New  Ironsides,  off  Charlkston  Bak. 

Apnl  24, 1863. — The  attack  on  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  Charleston  harbor  is 
etil!  the  subject  for  reflection  and  conversation,  but  the  discussiou  Upon  it  is  not 
conducted  with  coolness.     An  angry  pai'tisan  feeling  has  been  started  here.     Mr. 

S  timers  has  been  aeaaiied ;  Captain will  cowhide  him  if  he  saya  or  does 

BO  and  so.  The  Monitors  are  decried,  wooden  vessels  are  put  in  invidious  com- 
parison with  them,  and  a  thousand  silly  side  issues  are  started ;  so  the  real-mat- 
ter is'lost  sight  of.  "We  are  all  bound,  in  duty,  to  examine  the  subject  attentively 
and  dispassionately ;  any  convictions  founded  on  facts,  and  plainly  expressed, 
need  not  be  considei'ed  as  centred  upon  any  one.  The  tmth  never  can  be  dis- 
tasteful to  honest  people. 

The  Monitors  attacked  Fort  Sumter  (nothing  else)  at  the  distance  of  600  or 
800  yai'ds ;  we  were  all  under  the  fire  of  Fort  Morgan  and  Oummings's  Point 
battery,  (on  Morris  island,)  Fort  Sumter,  and  Battery  Beauregard,  Moultrie,  and 
Battery  Bee,  (on  Sullivan's  island.)  The  Monitors  geuerally  were  closer  l« 
Fort  Sumter  and  Battery  Bee  than  this  ship ;  all  under  fire  about  one  hour. 
During  this  time  it  is  computed  the  Monitors  fired  on  an  average  20  shot  each ; 
al!  theirs  (with  the  exception  of  possibly  10  shot  from  all  of  them)  were  sent  at 
Fort  Sumter — these  exceptional  10  wei'e  fired  at  Wagner,  &c.  This  ship  fired 
eight  shot  in  all — seven  11-ineh  at  Moultrie,  and  one  rifle  200-pounder  at  Wag- 
ner, This  ship  fired  nut  a  shot  at  Sumter;  coaldnotget  her  broadside  to  bear  for 
tide,  &c. ;  (there  was  no  thought,  l.believe,  of  anchoring.*)  In  this  hour  (under 
fire  I  mean)  several  minutes  were  lost  becanse  this  ship  and  two  or  three  Moni- 
tors were  foul  of  each  other,  and  neither  of  them  could  fire.  It  was  not  intended 
to  fire  on  Moultrie,  but  oiu'  guns  bore  on  it,  and  we  fired.  Then  the  vessels 
were  ordered  to  haul  out  of  action.  It  was  after  5  p.  m.  when  the  action  ceased. 
Ail  the  conunandei-s  of  the  attacking  vessels  were  ordered  to  come  on  board  this 

*NorB. — Did  uut  unuhor  to  engage  the  butteries,  I  moan.     Ouring  the  actioa  the  ship 

wns  dciftiag  about,  iind  wbk  Bear  groaading,   the  lead  Bhowlcg  i7  feet.     To  preveut  her 

gcciuiidinj;  (aiid  ouuBequeritly  hKi  inevitablK  liisa)  the  anchor  was  chopped  uodec  foot  twice. 

H.  Ei.  Doo.  69 IS  Mstos  b,  GoOl^le 
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ship,  (being  tlie  flag-ship,)  and  reported.  The  Keokuk  riddleclj  the  Naiant 
damaged,  (turret  would  aot  revolve ;)  Nantucket  damaged,  (could  not  open  and 
shut  the  big  gun  sJmtter,  I  believe ;)  Patapsco  damaged,  and  one  other.  Up  to 
this  report,  it  was  the  common  opinion  that  the  attack  would  be  renewed.  I 
have  heard  said  commanders  then  declared  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  sttc- 
cess  even  if  the  attack  were  renewed.  Mr.  Stimers  said  the  Monitors  were  not 
much  injured,  and  they  could  be  repaired  in  less  than  W  hours.  The  eom- 
manderB  supposed  no  damage  had  he«n  done  to  Sumter,  One  commander  cer- 
tainly was  convinced  the  15-inch  gun  was  useless.  He  represented  the  shot  from 
that  gan  as  lazily  runuing  on  the  water,  and  feebly  falling  against  the  walls  of 
Sumter.  The  nest  morning  we  examined  (I,  Quartermaster  English,  remark- 
'able  for  the  accuracy  of  his  vision,  and  others)  ITort  Sumter,  about  3j  miles 
distant,  and  we  could  count  the  dents  and  holes  in  its  walls.  They  were  very 
plain  to  us,  so  much  so  to  me  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  calling  the  attention 
of  the  admiral  to  them.  He  took  the  glass  from  my  hand,  and  after  several 
minutes'  scrutiny,  he  remarked,  "  Yes,  it  is  a  good  deal  pock-marked."  As  this 
was  the  first  occasion  that  heavy  ordnance,  smooth-bore  and  rifled,  had  been 
tried  in  actual  warfare  on  the  brick  walk  of  a  fort,  it  struck  me  with  surprise 
that  a  Monitor  was  not  sent  as  close  as  possible  to  inspect  these  walls. 

The  rebel  papers  (and  I  have  read  a  file  of  Charleston  ones,  from  7th  to  30th 
April  inclusive)  admit  damage  to  Wagner  and  Moultiie  slight,  but  still  some. 
The  same  papers  state  Sumter  was  not  damaged,  although  struck  34  times.  I 
am  satisfied  that  one  more  hour's  firing  at  Fort  Sumter  would  have  destroyed 
this  face  of  it. 

To  me  our  ability  to  reconnoitre  was  extremely  interesting.  I  examined  at- 
tentively Fort  Wagner  and  the  battery  on  Onmmings's  Point;  then  Fort  John- 
aon;aUearth>vorks.  Thegunsof  the  two  first-mentioned  were  visible,  uncovered; 
those  of  Fort  Johnson  could  not  be  seen.  Wagner  and  Oummings'a  Point  are 
easily  assailable  by  this  ship,  the  Monitors,  and  gunboats.  Fort  Moultrie,  Bat- 
teries Bee  and  Beauregard  are  also  uncovered  works,  and  could  be  assailed  by 
our  iron  and  wooden  fleets,  after  Wagner  and  Sumter  were  demohshed.  An 
impression  had  been  received  (and  it  was  so  stated  as  a  fact  after  we  reerossed 
the  bar)  that  the  reason  the  iron-clads  were  withdrawn  from  the  inside  of  the 
bar  was  because  the  private  secretary  of  the  President  had  brought  orders  to  the 
admiral  to  that  effect.  This  statement  was  made  by  Captain  l\ii-ner  to  the  offi- 
cer and  crew  at  muster ;  but  it  was  a  singular  error,  the  eiplanatioa  of  which  I 
intend  to  ask  from  Captain  Turner.  Prepai-ations  for  withdrawing  from  the  in- 
side had  been  made  before  the  arrival  of  the  President's  secretary.  We  trust 
the  attack  will  soon  be  repeated.  One  of  our  shutters  was  knocked  off;  the  shot 
dropped  from  our  sides  like  boys'  brickbats  from  the  roof  of  a  house. 

There  were  several  oificers  who  had  the  opinion,  hefore  going  into  the  fight, 
tha.t  the  Monitors  could  not  do  much;  that  the  15-inch  gun  did  not  throw  its  shot 
with  velocity  enough,  &c.  Does  this  accoimt  for  the  opinion  expressed,  after 
the  fight,  that  no  damage  had  been  done  to  Sumter  1 

April  S5. — Our  iron-clads  were  anchored  after  the  action  with  Sumter  in  main 
ship  channel,  three  miles  distant  from  said  fort,  which  bore  about  N.NW. 
Wagner  bore  about  NW.,  about  1^  mile  distant.  The  Monitors  can  easily  get 
within  1,000  yards  of  last-named  work,  and  this  ship  within  a  mile  of  it.  It  is 
an  open  work  of  nine  or  ten  gnns,  four  of  which  are  pointed  south  to  resist  land 
,  forces  approaching  in  that  direction;  only  five  or  sis  could  be  brought  to  bear 
on  onr  attacking  fleet,  together  with  the  four  or  five  on  Ouramings's  Point.  The 
iron-dads  can  bring  32  gans  to  bear  i^on  these  ten  uncovered  ones.  How  long 
ought  it  to  take  to  demolish  them?  This  demolition  accomplished,  or  the  guns 
in  the  works  kept  sileHt  by  the  wooden  vessels,  we  begin  the  attack  again  on 
Sumter  ;  the  Monitors  can  go  at  it,  and  this  ship  steaming  up  to  Moultrie  and 
""  ;d,  within  1,200  yai-da  of  them,  can  occupy  their  tim^"and,mjtbiB  way 
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make  a  fine  divotsion  for  tlie  Monitors.  Tlie  strength  of  the  rebel  fortificationa 
Lore  are  greatly  overrated.  There  are  22  guas  in  Moultrie,  9  in  Bee,  and  5  in. 
Beauregard — 36  gnns  in  all  from  Snllivtin's  island.  Possibly  35  in  casemate 
and  "  en  barbette"  in  Sumter,  together  with  those  stated  on  Moms  island,  make 
up  the  sum  total  of  all  the  guns  which  protect  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  against 
our  fleet.  I  venture  to  state  that  if  the  Monitors  could  be  so  relieved,  the  sea- 
face  of  Sumter  would  be  destroyed  in  two  hours.  In  the  recent  attack  this  ship 
was  of  no  more  use  than  if  she  had  been  at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard.  As  it 
is,  the  damage  done  to  that  work  is  manifestly  very  great,  Testerday  and  to- 
day are  plainly  seen  two  scaffoldings  aloug  the  wall  battered,  and  more  will 
have  to  he  adjusted  to  embrace  all  the  scars  upon  it.  These  scaffoldings  have 
been  up  for  ten  days  at  least — the  work  of  repaira  going  on  all  the  time.  Atten- 
tion must  be  called  to  the  fact  already  noticed,  that  in  the  recent  action  several 
minutes  were  lost  by  this  ship's  fouling  the  two  or  three  Monitors.  How  small 
must  have  been  the  actual  fire  upon  Fort  Sumter,  yet  observe  its  effect  upon 
the  walls.  My  prayer  now  is,  that  in  the  next  attack  the  Monitors  may  go  up 
as  close  as  possible  to  Sumter  and  anchor,  while  we  anchor  off  Moultrie,  then 
there  will  be  no  fouling  each  other.  The  enemy  are  erecting  a  battery  about 
the  middle  of  Morris  island,  to  command  the  channel  by  which  this  ship  crossed 
the  bar.  I  hope  Admiral  DuPout,  as  soon  as  he  hears  it,  will  send  us  and  some 
Monitors  inside  to  look  after  those  fellows. 

May  20. — To-day  the  scaffoldings  about  Fort  Sumter  were  not  seen,  have 
been  removed,  the  work  of  repairs  having  been  completed.  With  a  glass  we  can 
see  the  walls  smooth  again,  the  impressions  of  fresh  brick  and  mortar  are  still 
visible,  however.  It  was  on  the  14th  of  April  that  these  scaffoldings  were  first 
seen;  they  remained  until  the  30th  of  May — 36  days.  WOI  any  military  man 
say  that,  working  as  the  oceupanta  of  Sumter  must  have  worked  in  these  36 
days  to  repair  damages,  the  enemy  still  in  sight,  those  damages  to  the  work  were 
anything  but  serious? 

Jwae  1. — This  morning  at  dawn  two  deserters  came  off  to  us  from  Fort 
Beauregard;  they  state  that  the  east  angle  of  Sumter  {this  is  the  exact  point  where 
the  scaffoldings  were  seen  the  longest  period)  was  almost  knocked  to  pieces 
in  our  attack ;  that  the  walls  at  that  point  are  still  "  shaky,"  and  "  are  backed 
by  ten  feet  of  sand  bags."  We  have  this  same  statement  from  other  sources. 
They  also  state  that  there  are  few  troops  in  or  about  Charleston  at  this  moment, 
all  ne-arly  having  been  sent  to  Virginia  and  Vieksburg.  Some  days  since  word 
was  received  from  our  naval  officer  commanding  off  Georgetown,  South  Caro- 
lina, that  all  the  troops  hsid  gone  from  that  region  to  parts  unknown.  Would 
it  not  be  a  convenient  season  to  repeat  our  attack  now  %  A  steamer  running 
out  a  few  nights  since  was  forced  back  and  sunk  off  Fort  Beauregard;  these  de- 
serters think  it  is  the  Isaac  Smith,  converted  into  a  blockade  runner.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  such  now  inside,  watching  to  run  out ;  many  will  sacceed, 
for  our  vessels  being  oateide,  are  too  heavy  and  too  slow  to  prevent  them.  A 
stringent  blockade  will  never  be  had  until  our  iroa-clads  are  anchored  inside  the 
bar.  Assistant  Surgeon  Kershner  is  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  having 
written  to  the  Baltimore  American,  passing  some  strictures  upon  the  admiral  be- 
cause he  withdrew  bis  iron-clada  from  before  Charleston,  instead  of  repeating 
the  attack.  It  is  against  orders  to  give  information  to  newspapers,  &c.,  and  for 
violating  this  order  Dr.  Kershuer  is  to  be  tried.  How  strauge!  It  is  known  to 
the  whole  fleet  that,  on  the  night  after  the  attack,  a  national  vessel,  the  Flam- 
beau, with  Admiral  DuPont's  despatches,  was  sent  to  Hampton  Eoads.  The 
correspondents  of  the  New  York  Times  and  the  New  York  Tribune  were  per- 
mitted to  go  in  her.  Everybody  on  board  her  knew  that  these  correspondents 
would  hasten  to  represent  the  affair  in  a  manner  the  most  favorable  possibly  to 
Admiral  DuPont,  and  that,  too,  before  the  admii'al's  despatches  could  reach  the 


department.      Was  that  proper  in  Admiral  DuPontI      Was  it  suberdinat* 
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Should  not  the  Navy  Depiii'tment  be  allowed  to  judge  of  tlio  acts  of  its  agenta' 
before  the  leading  jomnalH  of  the  coantry  should  take  the  matter  iu  hand.  What 
coDstitutes  the  difference,  so  far  as  military  offence  is  concerned,  between  an  oflcer 
sending  hia  information  and  comments  to  a  newspaper  by  mail,  and  one  who  sends 
it  in  the  pockets  of  correspondents  of  newspapers  ?  The  answer  just  occurs  to 
me.  One  is  humble,  the  other  is  exalted.  A  spider's  web  catches  a  small  fly ;  a 
big  one  breaks  throngh  it.  Dr.  Kershner  did  violate  a  rule  of  discipline;  hut  in 
this  case,  and  for  this  cause,  said  rule  was  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in 
the  observance, 

JtUi/  9. — Admiral  DuPont  has  been  relieved,  and  Admiral  Dahlgrcn  has  beeo 
appointed  to  succeed  him.  He  is  now  here  with  the  Monitors  outside.  He  is 
going  in  across  the  bar  to-morrow  morning  to  flank  the  batteries  on  the  south  end  of 
Morris  island,  while  the  army  batteries,  secretly  planted  on  the  north  end  of  Folly 
island,  attack  in  front.  Al!  are  alive  with  expectation  now.  10th. — Jost  be- 
.fore  sunrise,  the  batteries  on  Folly  island  open  on  the  enemy  on  Morris  island. 
At  this  moment  Admiral  Dahlgren  is  seen  with  the  Monitors  crossing  the  bar, 
his  flag  flying  from  flie  CatskOl.  The  army  practice  is  superb  ;  artillery  could 
not  be  served  more  i-apidly;  the  shell  seem  to  fly  over  the  whole  island,  even 
beyond  Wagner  and  Cummings's  Point,  and  almost  up  to  Sumter,  By  this  time 
the  Monitors  have  position  and  open  their  batteries.  The  rebels  are  evidently 
taken  by  sniprise,  and  answer  feebly  and  timidly.  In  about  two  hours  and  a 
half  they  ai'e  in  full  ^^kt  towards  Wagner,  and  our  troops  are  seen  pouring 
upon  Morris  island.  I^e  Monitors  ai-e  moving  up  towards  Wagner,  shelling 
the  flymg  rebels  all  the  time.  At  8  a.  m.  the  admii'al  is  abi-east  of  Wagner,  and 
opens  upon  it,  one  other  Monitor  with  him;  continues  the  assault  until  12  m., 
and  hauls  off  to  i-est  and  refresh  the  men ;  resumes  his  assault  at  2  p.  m.,  and 
continues  it  until  stinset.  The  tenacity  of  the  admiral  excites  the  enthusiasm 
of  everybody;  oae  of^the  petty  oiEcers  of  this  ship  was  heard  to  exclaim,  "  By 
God!  this  ship's  company  will  cheer  that  man."*  The  confidence  in  the  Mon- 
itors is  restored  by  the  example  of  Admiral  Dahlgren,  and  a  great  public  service 
rendered  to  the  government  thereby.  The  enemy  make  a  target  of  the  Catskill 
because  the  a^ojiral's  flag  is  there.  At  night  it  is  ascertained  that  tliat  Monitor  in 
this  day's  work  was  hit  oftener  (and  as  heavily)  than  any  one  of  these  vessela 
in  the  attack  of  April  7, 

July2Q. — The  army  have  advanced  their  batteries  to  800  yards  of  Wagner, 
and  3,500  yards  of  Sumter.  The  guns  from  Wagner  and  Gregg  (Onmmings'a 
Point)  annoy  the  working  parties  continually;  every  day  the  admiral  is  requested 
to  silence  these  gune  of  the  enemy;  he  complies  with  alacrity;  the  ship,  the 
Monitors,  and  gnnboats  are  continnally  put  in  i-equisition  for  this  purpose.  The 
admiral  goes  into  action  sometimes,  I  presume,  to  examine,  and  set  an  example ; 
whenever  he  does  his  flag  is  made  a  target.  This  ship  has  been  already  tested; 
our  shutters  have  been  struck  squarely  in  the  centre  witli  lO-inch  shot,  and  were 
not  broken  tbrough. 

November  4. — About  ten  days  ago  the  army  batteries  on  Morris  island  (on 
Cummings's  Poiut)  opened  again  on  Sumter,  some  iatelligence  having  been  re- 
ceived tliat  the  rebels  were  busily  at  work  in  it.  Two  Monitors  joined  in  the 
bombardment,  and  splendid  work  have  they  done ;  Stevens  in  the  Patapsco,  and 
Bryson  in  the  Lehigh,  They  have  rifle  guns,  besides  the  15-inch.  The  lumy 
people  seem  to  be  convinced  now  that  Fort  Sumtei  was  not  entirely  reduced  by 
the  fii-st  bombardment. 

"  TUia  remark  was  made  in  allaaion  to  the  fact  tiiat  the  crew  had  refused  to  cheer  Ad- 
miral DnPont  as  lie  was  leaving  the  ehip.  I  put  il  in  the  record,  not  to  preserve  that  in- 
decorous and  mortifying  omiBsion  on  the  part  of  our  crew,  but  to  show  the  effect  on  it  of 
Admiia!  Dahlgreu'a  tenacity.  Every  person  on  board  was  conviuced  that  this  ship  vib.s  the 
most  powerfully  offeasive  war  vessel  afloat  at  tbttt  time,  and  to  have  her  taken  imo  attion, 
and  eight  raudom  shots  fired  from  ber  broadsides,  and  then  put  out  to  blockiide  again, 
filled  the  men  with  indignation. 
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Judging  from  Honis  of  tlie  newspapers  ut  home,  one  would  suppose  that  aome 
are  angry  because  Charlestou  is  not  taken.  Admiral  Dablgreti  is  harshly 
spoken  of  for  tbis.  In  my  humble  opinion,  the  admiral  ia  doing  everything  that 
a  commander-in-chief  here  can  do.  Besides  many  attacks  on  Wagner  and  Gregg, 
Admiral  Dahlgven  has  assailed  Sumtep  twice  with  the  Monitoia — himself  being; 
in  one  of  them.  These  vessels  have  been  greatly  battered  iu  all  these  attacks. 
I  am  free  to  say  that  these  vessels  have  been  hammered  six  times  as  much  since 
the  10th  of  July  as  they  were  in  the  attack  of  April  7,  some  requiring  repairs 
continually.  The  admiral  cannot  command  more  than  five  sound  oues  at  any 
one  time  lor  an  attack.  Would  it  not  be  foolhardy  to  enter  the  inner  harbor 
with  60  sroall  a  foreel  One  or  two  might  be  disabled  before  getting  there,  where 
they  have  to  encounter  the  rebel  iron-clads.  Every  man  here  knows  that  if  the 
iron-clads  were  lost  our  land  forces  could  not  remain  on  Morris  island.  The 
blockade  is  now  perfect,  why  jeopard  everything  by  an  attack  with  a  small 
force  ?  Adnih-al  Dahlgren  was  the  fii-st  to  take  tbis  ship  under  the  guns  of  Bee, 
Moultrie,  and  Beauregai'd,  which  he  did  at  night,  when  the  Weehawken  was 
agi-onnd.  Yet,  from  the  tone  of  some  of  tlie  papers  at  home,  one  might  suppoae 
he  had  never  can-ied  the  iron-clada  into  action.  We  all  on  board  here  know 
that  after  the  April  attack  on  Sumter  this  ship  was  pronounced  a  failure,  that 
she  would  not  steer,  &c.  But  for  the  testa  to  which  she  has  been  subjected  by 
Admiral  Dahlgrea  the  govemmeot  would  not  have  known  her  efficiency.  In 
this  recent  bombardment  of  li'ort  Sumter  by  the  two  Monitors,  under  the 
command  of  Captaias  Stevens  and  Bryspn,  there  was  some  experience  of  the 
15-ineh  guns.  Those  officers  have  seen  the  15-inch  shell  strike  tiie  walls  at 
tlie  distance  of  1,600  yavds,  and  have  declared  tliat  their  explosion  liae  brought 
down  heavier  masses  of  the  masonry  than  half  a  doaon  ride  shot.  I  have  heard 
Lieutenant  Coromander  Bnnce,  ex  officer  of  some  of  them,  make  the  same  state- 
ment. Surely  the  observation  of  these  officers  is  more  accurate  than  any  made 
in  the  April  attack,  when  these  15-inch  shell  or  shot  were  supposed  to  have 
fallen  so  feebly  agaiast  Sumter. 

December  13. — The  defensive  power  of  Charleston  now  to  what  it  was  in  April 
last  is  about  five  to  one,  notwithstanding  Sumter  is  considered  ont  of  the  qnes- 
tion.  But  my  impression  is,  that  when  we  enter  the  inner  harbor  we  shall  find 
ten  or  twelve  guns  to  play  on  us  from  that  work;  all  the  guns  in  lower  tier  of 
casemates  on  northwest  and  some  on  northeast  faces  are  probably  in  good  work- 
ing order.  We  saw  what  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  island  were — three  detached 
works;  now  those  are  strengthened,  and  ail  connected  by  fresh  earthworks, 
containing  several  mortar  batteries,  in  addition  to  many  newly  m^iunted  guns. 
Moultrie  has  been  converted  into  an  earthwork  of  great  strength.  After  run- 
ning by  the  fire  of  these  batteries  and  we  reach  the  inner  harbor,  we  have  the 
fire  of  battery  Simkins  and  Fort  Johnson,  on  James's  island.  Fort  Ripley  and 
Castle  Pinkney,  and  those  from  the  point  of  the  city. 

We  cannot  take  Charleston  to  hold  it,  but  we  can  bum  it ;  and,  as  a  military 
measure,  it  would  be  justifiable  to  do  so.  Its  factories  at  work  and  vessels  on 
the  stocks  are  seen  every  day.  We  would  hold  the  garrison  in  Sumter  uneasy 
by  cutting  off  their  supplies,  &c.,  and  the  troops  on  Sullivan's  island  also. 

It  ia  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  the  iron-clads  have  been  idle  at  any  time 
since  the  10th  of  July,  Up  to  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Wagner  and  Gregg, 
the  demands  upon  this  ship  and  the  Monitors  to  engage  those  works  to  enable  the 
army  to  cany  on  its  sapping  operations  were  so  frequently  made  as  to  almost 
exhaust  the  officers  and  crews,  so  that  I  proposed  to  Captain  Eowan  that  I,  in 
my  professional  capacity,  should  see  the  admiral  and  ask  him  to  give  the  men 
longer  intervals  between  the  engagements  if  possible.  Since  then  the  picket 
duty  performed  by  the  Monitors  is  probably  the  most  laborious  ever  performed 
by  naval  vessels,  necessitating  frequent  repairs,  for  which  they  must  be  sent  to 
Port  Royal.  Since  the  attack  of  the  torpedo  on  this  vessel,  the  officers  and 
crew  may  be  said  to  sleep  upon  their  arms,  which  is  wearing  upon  us  all.     BiJlC 
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we  are  all  compensated  by  the  fact  that  the  blockafle  ia  perfect.  Not  one  vessel 
has  passed  in  since  the  ironclads  anchored  inside;  one  certainly,  possibly  two, 
have  run  out  since  that  time. 

January  1,  1864. — Another  year  has  passed  away.  Surely  it  has  given  some 
iiiBtructive  leseons  to  those  who  have  watched  tlie  military  and  naval  operations 
about  this  harbor.  Up  to  the  arrival  of  Admiral  DaPont  with  tlie  Monitors  to 
make  the  attack,  we  all  on  board  here  were  in  high  glee  at  the  prospect.  The 
blockaders  had  been  coining  out  constantly  and  running  in;  as  we  saw  them,  in. 
the  morning  after  they  "got  in,"  they  were"  going  by  Sumter  with  hundreds  of 
banners  flying.  Soon  after  the  admiral's  suite  came  on  hoard  this  ship  onr 
hopes  were  dampened  sensibly.  Waut  of  confidence  in  the  Monitors  was  openly 
expressed  by  some  of  them,  based  upon  the  experience  of  two  of  them  which. 
had  attacked  an  earthwork  on  the  Ogeechee  river.  It  was  remarked  contemp- 
tuously of  these  two,  that  after  bombarding  the  fort  for  several  hours  "  they  had 
succeeded  in  killing  one  cat;"  that  the  15-iuch  gun  was  devoid  of  power;  that 
its  projectile  was  cast  with  too  small  velocity  to  injure  the  brick  walls  of  Sum- 
ter. I  heard  the  epithet  "machine"  applied  to  this  class  of  vessels,  with  the 
remark  that  it  was  useless  to  expect  to  take  Charleston  by  machinery.  One  of 
them  was  confident  the  rebels  had  15-inch  guns  on  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  Well, 
the  attack  was  made,  and  the  result  is  "before  the  world."  After  the  attack 
the  Monitors,  disabled  serionely  aa  it  was  said,  were  scattered  about ;  the  most 
of  them  were  deposited  in  Edisto,  because,  as  I  heard,  the  anchorage  in  Port 
Royal  was  insecure  for  them.  This  ship  took  up  her  old  position  outside  the 
bar.  Three  months  later.  Admiral  Dahlgren,  then  in  command  of  the  fleet  here, 
took  these  same  crippled  vessels  (I  had  been  told  that  seventy-seven  bolts  from 
the  turret  of  the  Nahant  had  been  sent  by  Admiral  DuPont  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  that  some  persons  had  said  that  if  that  Monitor  had  continued  the  at- 
tack, April  7,  one  hour  longer,  her  entire  turret  would  have  been  knocked  Xa' 
Eieces)  and  began  operations  on  Morris  island.  Since  that  time  these  Monitors 
ave  been  hit  five  times  as  often  as  they  were  on  the  7th  of  April,  yet  tliey  do 
good  work  still.  It  seems  to  me  a  matter  of  demonstration  that  the  officers' 
who  reported  them  so  seriously  damaged  in  the  April  attack  on  Sumter  were  in 
error.  Why,  it  may  be  speculated,  should  Mr.  Stimers  be  harshly  spoken  to 
and  of,  by  naval  officers,  because  he  gave  his  professional  opinion  that  these 
vessels  were  not  much  injured  then  ?  And  why  should  he  be  assailed  as  an  in- 
terested (and,  from  his  connexion  with  the  government,  as  a  dishonest  one,  of 
course)  agent  of  the  "iron  interests  of  the  country  1"  And  why  should  it  have 
been  said  that  he  was  improperly  sent  down  here  by  the  Navy  Department? 
The  events  since  then  enacted  by  these  Monitors  have,  to  my  mind,  demon- 
strated the  accuracy  of  Mr,  Stimers'a  observation. 

When  the  Weehawken  was  agronnd,  September  8,  nine  hundred  yards 
from  Snmter,  and  forty  guus  playing  on  her  from  Sullivan's  island,  she  sent 
a  15-inch  shell  ricochetting  into  Moultrie,  1,200  or  1,400  yards  distant,  and  ex- 
ploded a  magazioe  there.  As  soon  as  two  Monitors  afloat  were  interposed 
between  her  and  Moultrie,  her  guus  were  turned  upon  Sumter,  and  I  saw  the 
15-inch  shell  pitched  into  that  work  time  and  again.  Afterwards,  Captmn  Ool- 
honn,  the  commanding  officer,  told  me  he  threw  on  that  occasion  forty  shell 
into  Sumter — more,  according  to  rebel  accounts,  than  all  the  iron-clads  did  on 
the  7th  of  April.  When  at  a  later  period  the  Lehigh  was  aground,  all  the 
Monitoi-s,  with  Admiral  Dahigi-en  in  one  of  them,  were  within  1,600  yards  of 
Moultrie.  The  ISinch  gun  of  the  Passaic  was  principally  used  by  her  com- 
manding ofScei-,  Captain  Simpson,  with  beautiful  effect  upon  Moultrie.  I  have 
been  told  that  when  General  Gillmore  saw  the  gi-eat  havoc  made  upon  the  walls 
of  Sumter  when  it  was  being  bombarded  by  the  Patapsco  and  Lehigh,  he  de- 
clared that  more  damage  was  done  to  these  walls  by  one  15-inch  shell  than 
by  a  half  dozeu  of  any  other  calibre.  These  facts,  to  my  mind,  demoustrate 
that   those   gentlemen  who  held   the  opinion   at  the  April  attack  that    not 
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winch  could  be  expected  from  the  15-inch  gun  hecanse  of  the  slow  motion  of 
its  projectile,  and  the  feebleness  of  its  impact,  were  also  in  error. 

On  the  8tb  of  September  this  ship  was  directed  by  the  admiral  to  interpose 
between  tlie  Weehawken  and  the  forts  assailing  her.  Captain  Bowan  took  the 
ship  up  and  anchored  under  Moultrie,  1,200  yards  (say)  distant,  on  the  flood- 
tide  too,  30  that  the  vessel  was  exposed  to  the  fire  until  she  had  "  swung  to  the 
tide,"  then  she  opened  on  Moultrie  principally,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  had 
silenced  it  utterly.  This  fact  was  witnessed  by  ten  thousand  people.  Does  it 
do  too  much  violence  to  "  loyalty  to  Admiral  DuPont"*  now  to  say  that  had 
this  ship  been  so  managed  in  the  attack  of  April  7,  she  would  have  greatly 
assisted  the  Monitors,  instead  of  "fouling  them."  This  fact  must  demonstrate 
to  any  one  that  those  gentlemen  who  held  tie  opinion  that  the  New  Iron- 
sides was  a  failure  were  also  in  error. 

We  have  received  the  "report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy."  In  the 
despatch  of  April  16,  1863,  contained  therein.  Admiral  DuPont  says  that 
the  New  Ironsides,  if  she  were  to  go  inside  the  bar,  could  not  elevate  her  guns 
to  reach  any  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  so  great  is  the  distance  at  which  she 
would  be  compelled  to  anchor.  Since  the  10th  of  July  last  this  ship  has  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  batteries  here  fifteen  times-  In  those  engagements  she  has 
sent  into  Wagner  3,300  shell ;  into  G-re^,  300 ;  and  into  Moultrie,  400  ;  she 
alone  silencing  these  works  whenever  she  engaged  them.  Our  ordnance  officer, 
Lieutenant  Eobeson,  informs  me  fliat  of  these  shell  2,000  were  five-second 
fuses  (for  distance  of  1,000  yards,)  1,500  wei-e  seven-second  fuzes  (for  distance 
of  1,200  yards,)  and  500  were  ten-second  fuzes  (for  distance  of  1,600  yai'da.) 
When,  on  the  lOtJi  of  July,  Admh-al  Dahlgren  with  the  Mouitoi-s  engaged  the 
batteries  on  the  south  end  of  Morris  island,  the  15-inch  shell  (as  well  as  the 
J  1-ineh)-  of  those  vessels  were  easily  thrown  into  those  batteries  with  decided 
effect,  as  stated  by  the  rebels  then  captured.  In  their  subsequent  contests  with 
the  works  on  the  north  end  of  Moiris  island  these  vessels  threw  their 
shell  into  them  with  the  greatest  ease ;  the  same  with  Samter  and  Moultrie. 
These  facts  clearly  demonstrate  that  Admiral  DuPont  was  not  aequwnted  with 
the  "offensive  power"  of  the  iron-clads,  and  hence  was  mistaken  in  the  opinion 
which  he  in  that  despatch  expieesed 

The  Monitors  have  been  at  anchoi  mside  here  since  July  10.  No  one 
thinks  of  their  being  lost  on  Moiiis  island  beach.  This  fact  is  the  best  answer 
to  the  opinion  aa  to  the  "inaeciue  anchoiage"  here. 


Operations  of  the  Patapsro  agam&t  Fort  Sumter. 
United  States  Igon-clad  Patapsco, 

0£  Charleston,  November  2,  1863. 
SiK :  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  according  to  your  instructions,  I 
have  been  engaged  for  the  past  week  in  co-operation  with  the  batteries  on 
Morris  island,  formerly  called  Forts  Greg^  and  Wagner,  and  in  company 
with  the  Monitor  Lehigh,  Commander  Bryson,  in  bombarding  Fort  Sumter. 
Upon  Monday  last,  owing  to  some  unfinished  work  upon  the  Lehigh,  she  did 
not  participate.  The  Patapsco  upon  that  occasion  proceeded  within  1,800 
yaa-ds  of  the  fort  and  opened  fire.  As  the  tide  was  running  flood  when  the 
order  was  given,  I  was  compelled  to  fight  the  ship  under  way.  and  of  course  to 
some  disadvantage.     Notwithstanding,  the  fii-e  was  effective,  almost  every  shell 

'The  words  "loyalty  to  Admiral  DuPont"  were  frequently  heard  about  here — they  lepre- 
BBUted  &  well-defined  aeDtiment  and  principle.  A  prominent  otSeer  (Staff)  in  jay  presence 
rcniaikfld  tiiat  "the  New  IronBides  was  the  only  disloyal  ship' in  the  squadron."  Upon 
asking  him  what  he  meant,  it  appoared  his  idea  ivas,  'disloyal"  U>  Admiial  DnPont.  I 
know  nothing  better  than  this  to  show  the  stmnge  diBtemper  under  which  the  minds  of  eer- 
lain  ofiiceis  were  laborins;.  , —  i 
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bursting  neiir  iipoa  or  inside  the  fort.  The  next  two  days,  the  27th  and  28th, 
as  soon  aa  the  tide  served,  both  Monitors  opened  upon  the  northeast  bastion, 
the  fire  being  very  destructive  upoa  this  pait  of  the  fort  and  the  walls  adjacent; 
BO  that  when  the  army  batteries  were  directed  to  this  position,  tie  walla  being 
already  greatly  weakened  by  our  fire,  they  soon  crumbled. 

Subsequent  to  this  our  fire  haa  been  mainly  directed  to  tlie  Charleston  face  and 
interior  of  the  fort,  with  what  effect  the  appearance  of  Sumter  will  clearly  iadi- 
xjate.  The  explosion  of  the  15-inch  shell  fired  with  15"  and  20"  fuzes  in  the 
inside  of  the  fort,  which  gun  was  fired  occasionally,  produced  an  effect  which 
is  hardly  describable,  throwing  the  bricks  and  mortar,  guu-eajTiages,  and  timber 
in  every  direction,  and  high  into  the  air. 

The  flag  upon  Sumter  was  yesterday  at  two  o'clock  sliot  away  for  the  third 
time,  and  has  not  since  been  hoisted.  A  man  was  seen  making  an  attempt  to 
get  it  up  again,  but  just  at  the  time  three  shells  from  the  army  and  navy 
batteries  exploded  over  him,  doubtless  with  fatal  effect. 

The  shells  of  the  enemy  have  fallen  around  and  about  us  without  causing 
any  casnalties.  It  was  not,  however,  until  last  Saturday,  the  3 1st,  their  fire 
seemed  to  be  directed  to  us,  when  Battery  Beauregard  and  a  battery  npon 
James's  island  opened  upon  us,  striking  the  Leliigh  twice,  bnt  doing  no  dam- 
age of  importance.  Upon  hauling  off  from  Sumter,  I  stood  over  toward 
Beauregard  and  delivered  five  shots,  four  of  which  landed  in  the  battery  and 
produced  great  excitement,  the  people  in  the  neighborhood  flying  from  our 
shells.  Upon  this,  Fort  Moultrie  fixed  one  gun.  Yesterday  we  were  not  molested 
on  that  side,  although  the  James's  island  batteries  still  continued  to  fire. 

We  have  been  engaged  at  a.  distance  varying  from  1,600  to  3,000  yards. 

I  enclQse  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  Uie  firing,  from  which  it  appears 
that  out  of  455  shots  31S  have  taken  effect  upon  some  portion  of  the  fort. 

The  guns  appear  to  stand  the  firing  well.  1  have  forwarded  to  the  Ordnanea 
office  an  impression  of  the  vents  of  both  gnns,  taken  yesterday  after  the  firing 
was  over.  The  rams  of  the  enemy  appear  to  be  anchored  in  four-fathom  hole, 
and  above  Fort  Johnson. 

On  Friday  laet,  as  we  were  steaming  up  from  the  lower  anchorage  toward 
Snmter,  a  boat  with  a  considerable  number  of  men  around  and  in  it,  was  seen 
upon  the  north  shore  of  Suniter,  but  before  we  could  get  in  range  the  boat  and 


Very  reapectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

T.  H,  STKVEN8, 
Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  I'atapsco, 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlqubn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Operations  of  the  LeJdgh  against  Fort  Sumter. 

United  States  I.ROiv-CLAn  Lbhioh, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  Novembfr  4,  1S63. 
Sir  r  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  your  order,  I 
have  been  engaged  for  the  last  nine  days,  in  company  with  the  Patapsco  and 
the  shore  batteries,  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter;  during  which  time 
1  have  fired  from  the  8-incb  rifie  408  percussion  shell,  and  from  the  15-inch 
smooth-bore  twenty-four  shell ;  the  distance  varied  from  1,600  to  1,800  yards. 
The  effects  of  the  lodgment  of  many  of  these  shell  were  those  of  displacing 
large  masses  of  masonry,  and  throwing  high  in  the  air  pieces  of  heavy  timber, 
knocking  over-gun  carriages,  and  ojjening  casemates.  During  the  greater  part 
of  the  bombardment,  my  attention  was  given  almost  wholly  to  the  innei'  face  of 
the  northwest  wall,  and  the  result  of  the  firing  can  e.isily  be  seen  by  the  nalced 
■  eye.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  3Ist  of  October  the  flag  of  i'oft-"feumter  was 
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Blurt  away  by  tlie  shore  batieriet? ;  a  short  time  after,  two  flags  were  raiaeil,  very 
near  each  oilier.  The  rifle  was  then  directed  to  the  flags,  and  at  the  third  fire 
both  flags  were  shot  away.  {Lieutenant  Commander  Phythiaii  had  this 
e.)     Oh  the  fourtli  of  November,  my  atteation  was  given  to  the  noi-th- 

it  face  of  ihe  fort  At  the  angle  at  which  I  was  firing,  I  found  that  the  Bhell 
glanced  from  tlie  face,  doing  bnt  little  damage ;  aft«r  having  firud  a  few  shell  at 
the  fair  face,  and  finding  that  they  would  not  lodge,  I  then  directed  the  fire  to 
the  axigla  of  the  same  face,  nearest  Ountmiugs's  Point,  which  was  already  aome- 
vhat  broken.  '  At  this  point  I  found  that  tlie  shell  lodged ;  I  then  eontiaued 
the  five  at  this  point  with  very  fine  effect,  knocking  down  tuns  iif  masoBry  and 
exposing  the  arch  of  a  new  casemate. 

After  I  had  made  a  lodgment  for  the  shell  at  this  part  of  the  wall,  I  inclined 
the  fire  gradually  to  the  right,  and  succeeded  dnring  the  day  in  cutting  into  the 
wall  for  .about  thirty  feet  along  its  fair  or  northeast  face.  On  the  afternoon  of 
October  31,  battery  Beauregard  opened  on  thia  ship  and  the  Patapsco,  (firing 
six  shots,)  doing,  however,  little  damaee;  one  shot  cutting  away  half  of  the 
pennant  staff  of  the  Lehigh,  and  a  shell  exploding  on  the  after  part  of  the  deck 

1  enclose  a  tabular  statement  of  the  fi.ring. 
I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  BRYSON",    aom'mc»(?r.r. 

Bear -Admiral  JoHf*  A.  LIahlobbn, 

Commanding  Sou/A  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Sumjaary  tf  slmk  find  h>/  llie  United  State  iroi'-cljid  Lehj/h.  lU  Mart  Swii/e/. 


.. 

u... 

=.,...<... 

....»™.««OT„BO«B. 

D.,e.          i  N.^of 

J-.' 

e^d'^"™ 

shotg. 

D^la 

Xiu. 

mS'aS, 

l"^-aB.° 

No.  of 

BLotS. 

Ototi 

g  - 1 

i5 
31 
35 

10 

I 

39 

Olflb         B8 

» 

^ 

<,.. 

' 

1 

9 

..™.. 

■» 

408 

15 

7 

^ 

Rear-Adwdral  Dafilgron's  report  of  operations  against  Fort  Sumpter. 
[Denpatch  No,   225."! 

Fr.AO-8TBAMER  PHILADELPHIA, 

Of  Morris  Island,  South,  Carolina,  November  i,  1863. 
SiE ;  Since  my  last  on  the  general  course  of  operations  here,  our  own  part 
has  still  been  restricted  to  the  repair  of  the  Monitors  and  the  cleansing  of  their 
bottoms,  which  had  become  so  foul  by  the  adherence  of  grass  and  bai'naeles,  as 
to  reduce  their  speed  from  6^  or  7  knots,  to  3J  and  4.  The  divers  have 
been  engaged  in  removing  these  from  two  or  three  of  the  Monitors,  it  is  believed 
with  good  effect ;  but  in  this  respect  the  information  is  not  yet  complete,  and  it 
is  prooable  that  a  surer  meaas  has  been  discovered  through  the  agency  of  Mr. 
Griffin;  that  is,  the  veaselsave  beached  at  asuitable  place,  and  the  barnacles, 
&o.,  removed  completely  from  the  sides,  leaving  only  the  flat  part  of  the  bottom 
to  be  cleaned  by  the  divers.  It  was  necessary  to  replace  the  rifle  guu  of  the 
Patapsco,  and  die  11-inch  of  the  Montauk. 


Goot^le 
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Thei'e  are  now  two  Monitors  at  Port  Royal ;  the  Moiitawk  arriyed  here  last 
evening,  with  clean  hottom,  a  new  gun,  and  in.  good  coiiditioii. 

Mr.  Griffin  is  now  engaged,  with  the  Ericsson  torpedo,  and  I  am  in  topes  he 
wiU  be  succeasful  in  getting  it  into  operation.  The  rongh  weather  which  has 
prevailed  lately  has  stopped  liia  proceeding  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  but  he  thinks 
one  will  he  ready  for  tvial  soon. 

I  wish  very  much  that  some  measures  could  be  taken  to  form  a  kind  of  ftame- 
work,  projecting  from  the  Monitors,  so  as  to  prevent  contact  with  the  torpedoes 
at  the  bows  of  the  enemy's  iron-clads,  and  also  to  apply  their  "meibod  to  the 
Monitoi-s.     Here,  I  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  means  for  such  nndertakings. 

The  ai-my  having  snfficiently  advanced  wilh  the  re-fortifioation  of  Morris 
island,  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  26th  October;  the  object  being  to  complete 
its  reduction  by  driving  out  the  garrison  and  occupying  it.  The  firing  has  been 
prosecuted  steadily  since,  and  I  have  examined  the  progress  daily  by.  going  up 
the  channel,  where  a  near  view  could  be  obtained  of  the  works, 

I  directed  the  Patapsco  and  Lehigh,  being  armed  with  ri0e  guns,  to  take 
position  also  at  effective  range,  but  not  exposed  to  that  of  Fort  Moultrie  aad  its 
adjacent  batteries. 

The  line  of  fire  from  Putnam  passed  directly  through  the  northwest  and 
southeast  angles  of  Sumter,  therefore  looked  equally  on  the  gorge  and  soutlieast 

The  fire  from  the  Monitors  was  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  southeast  front, 
and  looked  acutely  on  the  northeast  front.  At  first  the  fire  ashore  seemed  aimed 
it  the  goige,  which  had  been  originally  faced  for  two-thirds  of  its  height  with 
sand  bf^.  Upon  these  the  fragments  of  the  top  of  the  wall  had  lodged  and 
foimed  one  mass  of  sand  and  crumbled  brick,  where  the  rifle  shells  entered  to  no 
great  depth. 

The  fire  of  the  Monitoi-s  was  directed  at  the  southeast  face,  and  appeared  to 
exhibit  a  more  marked  action  there,  because  the  debris  had  fallen  down  into 
deepei  water,  and  not  lodged  to  the  same  extent  as  oa  the  gorge. 

Ihe  file  of  Putnam  and  Strong  was  soon  ailer  applied  to  the  southeast  front, 
which  gradually  gave  way  to  the  united  fire,  uatil  it,  too,  was  reduced  to  a  slope 
of  fragments,  much  lower,  however,  than  that  of  the  gorge. 

By  the  end  of  the  week  the  opposite  walls  of  the  fort  were  cut  and  jagged  by 
tbe  shells  which  passed  over  the  main  front ;  and  the  northeast  face  looked  very 
dilapidated. 

On  Sunday  I  had  a  conversation  with  General  Gillmore  on  the  state  of  afiairs, 

and  on  Monday  went  up  with  him  and  General  Seymour  to  view  Sumter  from 

•  Fort  Strong;  after  which  we  had  a  convei-satiou  in  General  Seymour's  tent  on 

the  best  probable  course  to  be  pui-sued.     General  Gillmore  finally  concluded  for 

the  present  to  continue  the  fire  on  Sumter. 

The  fire  of  the  Monitors  has  beeu  generally  very  good,  and  on  many  occa- 
sions most  excelleat. 

Captain  Stevens  report  that  of  455  shells,  fired  in  seven  days,  315  took  ef- 
fect on  or  in  the  fort. 

1  regret  to  say  that  on  the  2d  two  men  were  killed  iu  the  Patapsco  by  the 
pi-eraature  explosion  of  the  rifle  gun.  Their  names  were  Williani  Colter  and 
John  Morris. 

Captmn  Stevens  states :  "  The  explosion  of  the  fifteen-inch  shells,  fired  with 
15"  and  20"  fuzes  in  the  inside  of  the  fort,  which  gun  was  fired  occasionally, 
produces  an  effect  which  is  hardly  describahle,  throwing  tlio  bricks  and  loortar, 
gun-carriages,  and  timber  in  every  direction,  and  high  into  the  air." 
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I  find  tLal  the  effect  of  these  ahells  is  also  noticed  hy  the  commandiiig  fjeneral 
ashore. 

Laat  evening  I  examined  the  appearance  of  the  fort,  (as  I  have  done  every 
day,)  and  conld  plainly  obaerye  the  further  effecte  of  the  firing'.  Still  this  mass 
of  ruin  is  capable  of  haiboring  a  number  of  the  enemy,  who  may  retain  tlieir 
hold  until  expelled  by  the  bayonet;  which,  in  the  proper  order  of  things,  will 
devolve  on  our  comrades  ashore. 

Laat  evening  the  schooner  Ward  came  down  from  Morrill's  inlet  and  re- 
ported the  capture  of  an  officer  and  nine  men  by  a  party  of  tbo  enemy,  who 
were,  no  doubt,  annoyed  by  the  presence  of  the  schooner,  and  her  endeavor  to 
prevent  some  effort  to  run  in  or  oat.     I  shall  despatch  a  gunboat  to  stop  that 
game.   This  is  another  of  the  indications  that  the  perfect  blockade  of  Ohai'leaton 
is  driving  speculatoi-s  to  the  smaller  ports  to  get  cotton  oat,  and  a  retnm  cargo  in. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLUREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  if.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  O. 

P.  S. — The  speed  of  the  Montauk  was  tried  this  morning,  and  found  to  be 
improved  from  3^  to  6  knots,  with  the  same  amount  of  steam.  The  Ericsson 
raft  will  be  tried  to-day  on  a  Monitor, 


Trial  of  a  torpedo. 

Flaq-Stbamee  Philabelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  November  6,  1S63. 
SiK :  The  torpedo  was  tried  to-day,  and  its  action  was  complete.  There 
was  said  to  be  sis  hundred  (600)  pounds  of  powder  in  it,  but  the  shock  was  so 
slight  as  not  to  compare  with  the  shock  even  of  distant  cannon.  The  column 
of  water  was  large,  but  not  what  I  should  have  expected.  The  raft:  very 
naturally  retards  the  motion  of  the  Monitors,  whether  direct  or  lateral,  but  in 
the  perfect  smooth  water  which  we  had,  (a  miracle  here,)  not  inconveniently. 
The  vessel  performed  quite  well. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Commander  Stevens  and  Mr.  Gfriffia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGKEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  G-iDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,   WasJiington,  D.  O. 


United  States  Iron-clad  Patafsco, 

Of  Morris  Island,  Nwember  7,  186S. 

Sill ;  i  have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  two  trials,  one  of  which  failed  on 
account  of  the  damaged  condition  of  the  powder,  we  succeeded  yesterday  in 
exploding  the  torpedo  deigned  by  Mr,  Ericsson.  For  the  special  purpose 
of  removing  fixed  obstructions,  I  think  it  like  all  that  Mr.  Ericsson  under- 
takes— a  complete  success.  The  shock  of  the  explosion  was  hardly  perceptible 
upon  the  vessel. 

While  I  give  my  unqualified  approval,  resulting  from  this  practical  teat  in 
favor  of  this  invention  of  Mr.  Ericsson,  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that,  for 
operations  f^ainst  iron-clads,  or  a  moving  force,  the  arrangement  and  attachment 
are  too  cumbersome  and  coraplicatecl.     In  my  opinion,  we  require  something. 
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in  the  way  of  a  torpedo,  which  caa  lie  managed  with  far.ility,  and  will  not  iu- 
terfeie  with  the  steaming  and  manceuvring  of  the  iron-elads. 
I  am,  sir,  youra  respectfully, 

T.  H.  STEVEN;=,  Commander: 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgbkn, 

Commanding  Snitth  Atlantic  Bloukading  Squadron. 

United  States  Moketor  Patapsco, 
Off  Gharleston,  South  Carolina,  November  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  rrapectfully  suhmit  the  following  report  of  an  esperiment  made  yeft- 
terday  of  an  obstruction  remover,  which  was  designed  by  Captain  Eric8S0n, 
This  obstruction  remover  consists  of  a  cast-iron  shell,  or  torpedo,  about  twenty- 
three  feet  long  and  ten  iDches  in  diameter,  containing  six  hundred  pounds  of 
powder.  This  is  discharged  by  a  tri^;er-board  placed  directly  in  front,  and  ex- 
.tending  the  entire  length  of  the  ahell,  adjusted  on  the  plan  of  a  parallel  ruler. 
This  board,  by  being  pushed  in  contact  with  obstructions,  will  spring  two 
locks,  placed  equidistant  on  the  torpedo,  causing  an  explosion  of  the  shell. 
These  torpedoes  ai-e  Suspended  from  rafts  carried  on  the  bows  of  Monitors,  and 
held  in  position  forward  hy  two  booms,  which  are  firmly  aeeored  to  the  raft. 
Thei'e  is  also  attached  to  the  forward  part  of  the  torpedo-  a  series  of  air  vessels, 
so  arranged  as  to  cause  the  explosive  pov/er  to  be  expended  in  that  direction. 
As  this  trial  was  oaly  made  to  show  the  effect  of  the  explosion  on  the  Monitor 
and  how  much  it  interfered  with  the  manteuvring  of  the  vessel,  it  was  carried 
on  in  deep  water.  The  Patapsco,  the  vessel  on  which  tlie  trial  was  made,  had, 
on  account  of  the  foulness  of  her  bottom,  only  a  speed  of  about  3  J  knots  with  the 
raft  on,  I  should  judge  she  was  not  to  be  driven  more  than  three  knots;  and 
in  making  a  circuit,  with  the  helm  hard  down,  it  takes  at  least  half  as  much  more 

In  exploding  the  torpedo,  which  was  suspended  at  a  depth  of  thirteen  feet, 
the  shock  was  hardly  perceptible  on  the  Patapsco,  while  the  body  of  water  dis- 
placed and  thrown  upwards  to  a  height  of  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  was  really 
learl'nl.  This  body  of  water  was  thrown  forward,  and  but  a  slight  quantity  of 
water  fell  upon  the  deck  of  the  vesael.  The  raft  was  raised  about  two  feet  at 
the  forward  end,  but  sustained  no  material  injury.  In  reference  to  the  effect-, 
iveness  of  this  arrangement  for  removing  and  destroying  obstructions,  such  aa 
spiles,  chains,  net-work,  and  torpedoes,  which  it  can  be  brought  ia  contact 
with,  I  believe  it  will  be  completely  successful.  The  thi'ee  rafts  which  are  now 
at  hand  can  have  all  the  attachments  made,  except  launching  the  torpedo  over- 
hoard,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  use  at  short  notice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J,  GRIFFIN, 
Assistant  laspeotOT  of  Iron-dads. 
Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Daulg  hen,  U,  S,  N., 

Gomiaanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Repairs  made  on  the  Passaic,  &c. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Passaic, 

Of  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  November  8,  1863. 
Slit :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  this  vessel  from  Port  Royal, 
where  she  has  been  nndei^oing  repairs. 

In  addition  to  the  injuries  to  the  deck,  &c.,  caused  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
the  tuiTet  of  this  vessel  was  so  jammed  thyt  it  could  not  revolve  without  carry- 
ing with  it  the  spindle  and  pilot-house.  Much  time  was  expended,  undej-  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Hughes,  assistant  inspector  of  iron-ciads,  in(£ttdfeavoring  to 
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1  turret  eny;;nea  were  sub- 
i  iu  overcoming  the  difficulty,  but  the 
opportune  arriTal  of  Mr,  Griffin,  asaistant  inspector  of  iron-clada,  from  the 
nortli,  prevented  tie  vessel  from  going  north  for  repairs. 

Mr.  Griffin  detected  the  difficulty  aa  exieting  in  the  compoaition  ring  on  the 
roof  of  the  tarret,  which  is  used  for  the  pnrpose  of  steadying  the  pilot-house. 
He  cut  the  ring  io  two,  and  found  a  piece  of  broken  bolt  whidi  had  jammed 
between  the  ring  and  the  pilot-house.  The  removal  of  this  obstruction  allowed 
the  turret  to  revolve  independently  of  the  spindle,  and  the  repairs  on  the  vessel 
were  forthwith  commenced. 

Much  of  the  old  wooden  deck  had  to  be  i-emoved.     Wherever  it  was  cut 
aivav,  the  wood  was  foand  to  he  of  the  best  quality  and  well  preserved.     The 
a  which  the  original  deck  of  this  vessel  had  been  calked  cannot  be 
Much  of  the  comfort  of  the  crew  on  board  this  class  of  vessel  mnst 
^  >n  the  ability  to  keep  the  lower  deck  dry  j  thus  too  much  attention 
cannot  be  paid  to  the  callfing  of  the  deck  when  it  is  first  laid. 

The  work  of  repairs  was  carried  on  in  an  expeditious  manner,  the  workmen 
working  faithfidly  at  the  diffei-ent  jobs;  but  the  manner  in  which  the  work  of 
repairing  the  deck  was  designed  lias  proved  faulty.  In  several  places  bolts 
have  been  driven  through  the  wooden  deck  so  that  the  ends  project  below,  thus 
causing  leaks,  depriving  the  crew  of  a  portion  of  their  sleeping  room,  already 
quite  contracted.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  correct  this  difficulty  in  this  vessel,  but 
I  consider  it  as  a  very  necessary  precaution,  in  all  impairs  of  tlie  decks  of  these 
vessels,  that  the  work  mast  be  so  designed  as  not  to  require  the  driving  of  a 
single  bolt  tlirongh  the  deck.     Short  holts  should  he  required  to  "  take"  in  a  beam. 

The  armor  of  the  stern  of  this  vessel  was  sprung  apart  about  six  inches  by 
contact  with  another  Monitor.  Holes  were  di'illed,  and  three  two-inch  bolts 
were  inserted,  by  which  the  parts  of  the  armor  were  made  to  approach  each 
other.  When  they  were  as  close  aa  they  could  be  drawn  by  this  means,  the 
bolts  and  nuts  were  removed,  and  rivets  substituted,  Although  the  contact  is 
not  perfect,  I  consider  the  stem  stronger  than  it  was  before. 

While  undergoing  repairs  in  Station  creek,  the  "  divers,"  employed  by  the 
Bureau  of  Construction,  were  occupied  in  cleaning  the  bottom.  They  reported 
that  but  few  barnacles  were  attached  to  the  bottom,  but  that  the  grass  was  very 
thick  and  long.  They  brought  up  baskets  full  of  grass  in  proof  of  their  asser- 
tion. On  leaving  tbe  creek,  in  order  to  test  the  work  of  the  divers,  the  vessel 
was  beached,  and  her  bottom  subjected  to  as  careful  an  examination  as  the  state 
of  the  tides  would  allow,  the  approach  of  the  neap  tides  not  permitting  us  to 
see  more  than  afoot  below  the  overhang.  There  were  no  barnacles  nor  oysters 
to  be  seen — nothing  hut  a  quantity  of  grass,  evidently  lately  formed,  with  here 
and  there  a  patch  of  old  grass  left  by  the  divers. 

It  would  seem  that  the  reason  why  the  barnacles  and  oysters  do  not  attach 
themselves  to  the  bottom  of  this  vessel  is,  that  it  is  covered  with  zinc  paint, 
instead  of  the  red  letl  w  th  wh  h  the  other  Monitors  are  painted.  The  bot- 
toms of  the  Montank  n  1  Weehawken  (which  came  under  my  notice)  were 
perfect  oyster  beds  I  th  k  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  use  of  the 
zino  paint  will  enable  ro  vessel  to  retain  her  speed  for  a  much  longer  time 
than  if  she  were  pa  ntel  w  th  red  lead.  The  zinc  paint  seems  to  have  a  ten- 
dency, however,  to  scale  off  wh  ch  might  leave  fJie  iron  exposed.  Perhaps  a 
judicious  mixture  of  tlie  zmc  and  red  lead  might  meet  both  objects,  viz  :  to  pro- 
tect the  iron,  while  preventing  the  barnacles  and  oysters  from  attaching  to  the 
bottom. 

Ait^r  beaching,  I  took  on  board  ordnance  stores  and  coal,  and,  in  tow  of  the 
Adinii-al  BuPont,  proceeded  to  this  place. 

Difficulty  h^  always  been  experienced  in  stowing  the  amount  of  ammunition 
tliat  was  considered  desii'able  to  be  kept  on  board  of  vessels  of  this  class  during  .. 
active  opei'ations.  "        i'^"''^  >^  ^^^^ 
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In  order  to  make  more  room,  1  have  removed,  from  under  rooms  in  the  ward- 
room, ballast  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  tons,  and  have  taken  on  board  that 
additional  amount  of  ammunition.  In  order  to  find  room  for  the  storage  of 
powder,  I  now  nse  my  shell-room  aa  auxiliary  powder  magaaiue,  and  the  shells 
are  stowed  all  along  under  the  ward-room  and  berth  deck. 

I  have  been  fortunate  in  haviog  as  my  senior  engineer  an  officer  of  much  ex- 
perience and  ability,  which  will  account  for  the  trifling  repairs  that  were  required 
for  the  engine  and  boilers. 

In  coaclnsion,  I  woiild  state  that  this  vessel  feels  the  effect  of  the  battering 
she  has  received.  Water  finds  its  way  into  her  much  more  fi-eely  than  it  did 
formerly,  and  when  loaded  full  of  coal,  steady  streams  of  water  poured  into  the 
fire-room  from  leaks  apparently  existing  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  overhang,  I 
cannot  say  that  any  of  the  parts  of  the  deck  which  have  been  repaired  have 
proved  to  be  perfectly  tight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON, 
Lieutenant  Commaiider,  GontTnanding. 
Eear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgre\, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Aw/immiiiofi  expended  hy  the  Patapsco. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Payapbuo, 

Of  Morris  Island,  November  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  Since  my  last  report  of  the  bombardment  of  Sumter,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  we  have  fired  from  this  vessel  ninety-six  rifle  projectiles  at  the 
fort,  of  which  three   were  defective,  eighty-two  struck   the  fort,  and  eleven 

From  the  XV-inch  gun  twenty-two  twenty-second  fuzed  shell  have  been  fired 
at  the  same  object,  of  which  sixteen  struck  the  fort,  and  six  missed. 

During  all  the  time  we  have  been  engaged,  there  have  been  five  hundred  and 
seventy -three  shells  (of  which  five  hnndred  and  fifteen  were  from  the  rifle  gun) 
fired,  of  which  number  four  hundred  and  thirteen  struck  the  fort,  twenty -seven 
were  defective,  and  one  hondred  and  thirty-three  missed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 

Commander. 
Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlokbn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Engagemmt  of  the  Lehigh  with  the  enemy  while  aground;  gallanti-y  of  certain 
offiiCers  and  men. 

[Despatch  No.  254.] 

Flaq-Stbameb  Philadelphia, 
Of  Morris  Island,  November  17,  1863. 
Sia  :  I  heg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  meritorious  service  under  a  severe 
fire  of  the  enemy,  by  certain  persons  of  this  squadron. 

Last  evening  the  enemy  unexpectedly  opened  a  very  heavy  iii-e  from  Moul- 
ti-ie  upon  our  works  on  Morris  island.  General  GillmoJ*  telegraphed  me  accord- 
ingly thus  :  "  The  enemy  have  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  Cnmmings'a  Point.  Will 
you  have  some  of  your  vessels  move  up  so  as  to  prevent  an  attack  by  boats  on 
the  sea  face  of  the  point  t" 
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It  waa  now  about  10  |j.  m.,  and  I  at  once  ordcretl  the  Sloiiitors  on  pitket  to 
move  up,  ao  as  to  attead  to  tLia  duty,  aud  also  to  cause  tlie  tugs  on  pati'ol  to 
keep  a  good  look-out. 

Tliis  morning  early.it  was  reported  that  the  Ijehigli  had  grounded,  aad  the 
enemy  had  opened  heavily  on  her  from  Moulti'ie  and  the  adjacent  batteries.  I 
at  once  signaliiied  to  the  iron-elads  to  get  under  way,  and  myself  went  up  in 
the  Pasaaic.  On  reaching  the  spot  I  perceived  that  the  Nahant  wa.'i  very  close 
to  the  Lehigh,  so  1  passed  to  her,  where  I  found  Lieutenant  Commander  Corn- 
well  preparing  to  assist  his  comrade. 

With  difficulty  and  mneh  danger  it  was  contrived  to  get  three  or  fom-  hawsers 
successively  from  the  NaJiant  to  the  Lehigh  ;  two  wei-e  cut  by  chafing  and  one 
by  the  enemy's  shot ;  the  last  one  hold,  and  at  high  water  the  Lehigh  floated  off. 

With  pleasure  I  hring  to  your  notice  the  gallant  behavior  of  Actiug  Ensign 
11.  Burke,  who  waa  severely  wounded,  and  also  of  the  medical  officer  of  tJie 
Lehigh,  Dr.  W.  Ldngshaw ;  twice  he  passed  in  a  small  boat  from  the  Lehigh  to 
the  Nahant,  carrying  a  line  bent  on  the  hawser ;  the  shot  and  shells  from  can- 
non and  mortars  were  flying  and  breaking  all  aronnd. 

The  third  time,  this  service  was  performed  by  three  seamen,  Horatio  Young, 
William  WilliamH,  and  Frank  S.  Gile.  These  I  advanced  on  the  spot  in 
their  rates. 

I  have  also  given  appointments  as  mMter's  mates  to  the  two  petty  officers 
who  rowed  Dr.  Longsnaw,  George  W.  Leland  and  Thomas  Irving. 

It  would  also  have  been  very  gi-atifying  to  me  if  it  had  been  in  mj  power  to 
advance  Acting  Ensign  Burke  and  Dr.  Longshaw  under  the  fire,  when  they  so 
well  performed  their  duty,  and  by  which  the  former  had  been  severely  hnrt ;' 
for  a  recognition  of  this  kind  has  always  been  more  valued  in  military  service 
than  any  other.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  them  to  the  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment, with  the  observation  that  they  risked  their  lives  to  save  an  invaluable 
vessel,  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  sustained  no  great  damage. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  remark  that  the  few  officers  were  actively  employed  in 
other' duties  at  the  time. 

The  Passaic  and  Montauk  fired  with  gi'eat  precision,  and  I  think  with  effect, 
for  their  shells  seemed  to  me  to  strike  the  test  of  the  pai-apet  every  time. 

Commander  Bryson  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Oornwell,  with  then"  officers, 
did  their  duty  handsomely  on  the  occasion. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  Bryson. 

1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JNO.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Omnmandiiig  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

November  18. 

I  may  add  in  continuation  of  this  letter,  that  in  the  afternoon  of  to-day  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  Lehigh  had  suddenly  sprung  aleak,  which  let  in  nine 
inches  of  water  the  hour.  When  I  weat  on  board  the  water  was  coming  in  at 
the  bow  with  some  noise,  apparently  a  foot  below  the  overhangs  It  is  impos- 
sible ffl  speak  with  certainty  of  the  extent  of  this  leak  or  the  cause  that  has 
produced  it;  the  latter  would  naturally  be  attributed  to  the  events  of  yesterday, 
and  yet  its  locality  renders  it  dif&cult  to  imderstand  that  it  coald  have  been 
caused  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy  or  by' contact  with  the  shoal. 

When  the  vessel  has  been  beached  I  shall  be  able  to  report  with  certainty. 
The  accident  is  unlucky  just  at  this  time,  when  three  Monitors  are  absent  under 

Th^  inflow  of  water  has  now  been  reduced  to  five  inches  per  hour,  and  I  am 
in  hopes  that  the  injury  will  prove  immaterial.  lOQ-'jIc 
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Bureau  op  MaDiciw!!  and  Sdrgeby, 

November  iS,  1863. 
I  beg  leavR  to  recommend,  as  a  reooguitioH  of  the  gallrtnt  conduct  find  efficient 
service,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shelJ  from  the  enemy's  eaiinon  and 
mortara,  of  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  of  the  Monitor  Lehigh,  so 
amply  set  forth  by  Eear- Admiral  Dahigi-on  in  general  orders  of  the  17th  instant, 
that  an  order  issue  givmg  Aeaietant  Surgeon  Longshaw  the  privilege  ot 
examination  as  soon  a&  his  two  years'  eea  service  required  by  Saw  shall  be  com- 
pleted, and  if  saceessf'ul,  that  he  shall  rank  as  passed  assistant  surgeon  from  the 
date  of  his  examination,  without  reference  to'othei-s  of  his  date  or  class. 

W.  WHELAN,  OMtf  of  Bureau. 


UNiTED  States  Iron-clad  Lekioii, 

Of  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  November  17,  1862f. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  ohedtence  to  your  order  of  the  night 
of  November  15, 1  moved  up,  whilst  on  picket  service,  to  a  position  which  would 
enable  me  to  use  my  gnns  on  any  boats  of  the  enemy  which  might  he  seen 
approaching  Cummin gs' a  Point. 

1  anchored  the  ship  in  three-ijuai-ters  fathom  of  water,  on  a  half  ebb  tide, 
feeling  that  she  was  perfectly  secure.  On  the  making  of  the  flood  tide  she 
swung,  and  in  swinging  it  is  my  belief  that  she  touched  on  a  lump  and  there 
hung.  The  water  was  so  smooth,  and  she  went  on  so  easily,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  say  at  what  time  during  the  night  she  touched.  After  daylight  I 
made  the  attempt  to  get  under  steam,  and  found,  to  my  surprise,  that  the  ship  waa 
on  the  bottom.  Signitl  waa  then  made  to  this  effect,  and  that  assistance  might 
be  rendered  me.  I  was  within  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries  on  Sullivan's^ 
island,  and  as  soon  as  they  perceived  that  the  ship  was  ashore  they  opened  ob 
me  from  nine  different  batteries,  atiiking  twenty-two  times,  nine  of  which  are- 
wonnds  on  the  deck  plating;  and  these  are  the  most  serious  of  all  the  wounde 
she  received. 

The  Nahant  being  the  nearest  ship  to  me,  immediately  came  to  njy  assistance, 
and  anchored  near  us.  Lines  were  procured  from  the  Nahant  on  three  occasions, 
the  first  two  being  shot  away,  and  the  third  successfnlly  made  fast.  The 
Nahant  then  steamed  ahead,  the  Montauk  being  ahead  of  her,  the  Iiehigb  back- 
ing, and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  the  ship  floated.  No  injury  has  been  done- 
the  ship  by  grounding  that  can  he  perceived.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that,  while- 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  there  were  wounded  one  officer  and  six 
men — two  seriously,  the  others  slightjy. 

It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  say  that  all  under  these  trying  circumstances  did 
their  duty,  there  being  no  confusion  and  everything  working  well. 

I  would  especially  mention  the  valuable  services  volnntarily  rendered  by 
Assistant  Surgeon  Longshaw,  and  the  promptness  and  alacrity  with  which 
Geoi^e  W.  Leland  (gunnel's  mate,)  and  Thomas  Irving  (cockswain,)  manned 
the  boat  which  was  engaged  in  passing  lines  under  a  heavy  fire. 

Acting  Ensign  Richard  Burke  also  commanded  my  admiration  for  the  coura- 
geous manner  in  which  he  performed  all  his  duties,  the  value  of  which  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BKYSON,  Commandm: 

Eeai- Admiral  John  A.  Dahi.oren, 

Gonimanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


oyGoo'^le 
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Opinion  of  Assistant  Inspector  Hughes  on  various  points. 

StBAMEB  E.ELIEP, 

Fort  Royal,  S.  C,  Decemher  4,  1863. 

Silt:  I  receiyed  from  Oommattder  William  Eeynolds  a  copy  of  your  order 
dated  November  26,  desiring  a  report  from  me  on  any  of  tlio  following  questions 
that  come  within  my  knowledge; 

1.  The  effect  of  tlie  shot  on  the  turret,  pilot-house,  deck,  side-armor,  and 
working  parts,  &c. 

S.  Quantity  of  excrescence  on  the  bottom,  and  its  nature.  Was  the  work  of 
the  divers  efficient  on  the  Passaic  and  Patapsco ;  could  they  remove  the  oystei'- 
ahells  aa  well  as  the  grass  J  Does  the  beaching  allow  of  the  cleaning  of  all 
parts  of  the  bottom;  if  not,  are  the  divers  able  to  complete  the  parts  that  are 
not  reached  on  the  bea«h  ?  Which,  paint,  zinc,  or  lead,  is  most  preventive  of 
fouling  1 

3.  How,  beached  and  shored,  does  the  operation  appear  to  strain  the  hull,  or 
effect  its  form  or  fastenings  in  any  way?  Is  any  effect  perceptible  on  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  engine  or  turret? 

4.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  boilers  1  Had  the  scaling  been  injurious? 
Were  the  boilei-e  blown  as  frequentlj-  as  they  should  have  been?  "What 
means  can  be  adopted  to  give  opportunity  in  service  for  ascertaining  the  state 
of  the  scale,  preventing  its  formation  and  removal  % 

Sir  ;  In  answer  to  tlie  above  questions  I  Lave  the  honor  to  make  the  following 

I.  The  effeet  of  the  shot  on  turret. — The  shot  make  an  indentation  on  the  iron, 
and  break  the  bolts  that  fasten  the  plating  together.  The  greatest  indentations 
lliat  have  come  to  my  knowledge  were  to  the  depth  of  2j  and  2|  inches.  In 
my  opinion,  those  indentations  were  made  from  11  and  13-inch  solid  shot,  most 
of  them  from  11-incli.  A  shot  of  this  kind  will  generally  break  from  one  to  five 
or  sis  bolts.  The  Nahant  received  a  shot  that  broke  twelve  boits.  I  find  that 
the  shot  broke  more  boits  in  the  Nahant's  turret  than  in  any  of  the  others. 

1  think  the  reason  of  this  is,  the  bolts  are  not  so  good  a  fit  in  the  Naliant's 
turret  as  in  the  othera.  Some  of  the  Monitors'  turrets  have  received  seventy 
and  eighty  shots.  When  the  bolts  break  they  can  soon  be  replaced.  I  do  not 
see  that  the  turrets  are  injured  practically. 

The  effect  of  shot  on  pilot-house. — The  shots  make  an  impression  on  pilot-house 
itbout  the  same  as  on  turret;  but  since  the  extra  thickness  of  three  inches  has  been 
put  on,  the  shots  do  no  other  injury. 

The  effect  of  shot  on  the  deck. — If  the  shot  strikes  on  a  beam,  it  generally  cuts 
away  the  iron  plating  and  makes  sin  indentation  in  the  beam;  aiid  if  it  strikes 
between  the  beams,  it  generally  breaks  the  deck  plank  through. 

The  effect  of  shot  on  the  armature. — The  armature  has  been  penetrated  to  the 
depth  of  the  five  thicknesses  of  inch  plating,  and  some  of  the  shot  have  lodged 
where  they  struck.'  The  shot  also  bends  the  plating  and  starts  the  fastenings. 
I  have  never  known  any  shot  or  sheU  to  do  any  injury  to  any  of  the  machinery 
or  working  parts  of  the  vessel. 

You  will  please  observe  that  the  shots  I  have  been  refening  to,  I  believe 
to  have  taken  effect  when  the  Monitors  were  fighting  the  enemy  at  the  shortest 
range.  The  Monitors  have  received  shots  on  all  parts  that  were  scarcely  per. 
ceptible. 

2.  Quantity  of  excrescence  on  the  hottom, — The  bottom  of  the  Monitors  is 
covered  with  a  thick  coating  of  oyster-shells  and  grass.  The  grass  gi-ows  to  a 
considerable  length;  Ihaveasamplehereofwhat.came  off  the  bottom  of  the  Cats- 
kill.  It  seems  to  be  gi-ass  coralized ;  it  resembles  strong  broom-cora,  and  is  twelve 
inches  long.  In  nly  opinion,  the  work  of  the  divers  was  efficient  on  tlie  Passaic 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  m 19 
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and  Patapsco.  They  must  have  removed  the  oyster-aliells  off  those  vesaela. 
The  quantity  of  excreaeence  on  the  bottom  of  the  above  named  vessels  was  very 
different  from  ivhat  was  on  the  Catskill.  The  beaching  does  not  admit  of  clean- 
ing all  parts  of  the  bottom ;  there  are  about  two  feet  or  two  feet  six  inches  not 
reached.  la  my  opinion  the  divers  can  clean  the  part  that  is  not  readied  as 
well  as  they  can  the  other  parts  of  the  bottom. 

In  my  opinion,  zinc  paint  is  the  beat  to  prevent  fouhng.  I  do  not  think  that 
any  kind  of  paint  we  can  put  on  the  bottom  of  the  Monitora,  while  on  the  beach, 
will  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  The  time  being  so  short  from  the  time  the  paint 
is  put  on,  it  is  covered  with  water  before  it  gets  a  sufficient  time  to  dry. 

,  3.  How  heached  and  shored. — The  Monitors  are  put  broadside  on  the  beach, 
.  without  any  shoring.  When  the  Monitors  are  properly  beached  Uiere  is  no 
danger  whatever  of  straining  any  part  of  the  vessel,  or  having  any  injurious 
effect  on  machinery  or  turret. 

The  Catskill  lay  on  the  beach  in  a  veiy  bad  position  for  one  tide.  She  lay 
stem  on,  and  there  was  a  difference  of  eight  feet  of  water  between  bow  and  stem. 
While  she  lay  in  this  position  some  pai-ts  of  the  machioeiy  had  to  be  unfast- 
ened, and  there  was  a  perceptible  alteration  in  the  fire-room  floor  plates.  When  , 
she  floated  the  parts  went  back  to  their  places.  The  vessel  does  not  appear  to 
have  sustained  any  injury. 

The  fourth  question,  regarding  the  boilers,  comes  under  the  fleet  engineer. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUUHE8, 

Assistant  Inspector. 


Weckl-y  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Monitors. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C, 

Steamer  Relief,  September  26,  1863.    , 
8iE:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  requiring  me  to  hand  in  a  weekly  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  iron-clad  Monitors,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

Weehawken. 

The  work  on  this  vessel  is  very  nearly  completed.  The  deck  is  repaired,  and 
new  packing  put  aronnd  the  turret.  The  bolts  broken  in  turret  and  pilot-house 
have  all  been  replaced — the  extra  thickness  put  on  tlie  pilot-house  cover. 

The  men  are  working  on  the  pilot-house  sleeve,  wliicn  will  take  five  days  to 
finish.     The  patch  on  her  side,  under  tbe  overhang,  is  nearly  finished. 

This  vessel  will  be  finished,  with  all  the  additions,  about  Friday,  October  3. 

Patapsco. 

The  deck  of  this  vessel  has  been  repaired,  and  smoke-box  very  nearly  fin- 
ished; bolts  replaced  on  pilot-house  and  turret;  the  holes  drilled  in  turret  for 
base  ring;  new  cover  made  for  pilot-house.  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  repair  the 
standing  pai't  of  the  smoke-pipe  to  make  it  satisfectoiy.  I  hope  this  vessel  will 
not  be  required  untU  a  new  pipe  comes  from  New  York.  To  finish  the  repairs 
and  put  all  the  additions  on  this  vessel,  it  will  take  fourteen  days. 

Passaic. 

I  have  examined  this  vessel,  and  report  her  condition  as  follows : 
The  deck  has  received  elevea  shots,  seven  of  which  have  broken  through  the 
wood  work  of  deck,  requiring  twenty  deck  plates  to  repair,  and  seven  pieces  of* 
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deck  timber.  The  tun'etwas  struck  forty-eight  timea;  some  of  ttese  shots  were 
very  heavy,  having  injured  the  turret  and  Ease  ring  conaitlerahly.  Armature 
was  struck  twenty-eight  times,  which  hae  started  the  plating  off  the  wood  work 
ill  a  numher  of  places.  The  plating  on  Lev  prow  ia  started  open  almost  four 
inches  by  coming  into  collision  ivitu  the  Montauk.  The  pilot-house  received 
three  shots.  The  bolts  in  the  turret  and  pilot-house  of  this  vessel  have  stood 
well,  considering  the  heavy  shots  received.     There  are  only  a  few  broken. 

The  turret  of  this  vessel  is  in  a  very  bad  condition ;  the  spindle  has  got  jammed 
in  the  beam,  and  I  tried  all  means  ia  my  power  to  make  it  revolve,  without  snc- 
cess,  I  had  aew  chucks  fitted  in  to  hold  the  spindle,  and  the  wooden  beams  in 
turret  chamber  all  shored  to  keep  them  from  springing.  Thirty-five  pounds 
pressure  of  steam  got  on  boilers,  (all  that  captain  would  allow,)  and  starte,d  the 
turret  engines  at  the  great  risk  of  smashing  the  gearing,  but  I  could  not  succeed 
in  revolving  the  turret.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  spindle  will 
have  to  be  taten  out  of  turret.  To  do  this  the  pilot-lioaae  and  turret  beams 
will  have  to  come  oiit.  The  pilot-house,  as  it  is  at  present,  weighs  about  twenty- 
three  or  twenty-four  tons.  I  cannot  make  it  any  lighter,  as  the  shots  received 
on  pilot-house  prevents  me  from  taking  the  sleeve  off.  It  will  take  a  great  deal 
of  labor  and  time,  with  the  means  we  have  here,  to  do  the  repairs  to  this  vessel. 
It  will  require  thirty-five  days  to  put  this  vessel  to  right,s  with  the  work  I  have 
lift  hand  at  present. 

Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Inspector. 

J.  A.  Dahlghen, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  do  not  know  if  (Japtain  Reynolds  will  undertake  to  lift  twenty-four 
Luua  on  the  yard-arm  of  Vermont. 

P.  H. 

Steamer  Rklief, 
Port  Royal,  October  3,  1863! 
SiK  i    I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  tlie  following  Monitors,  to 
wit :  Weehawken,  Patapsco,  and  Passaic. 

The  Weehawken  will  be  finished  on  Snnday  evening,  October  4,  with  all  the 
additions  On  her.  I  tried  to  taJte  the  platea  off  her  prow,  but  found  that  I  could 
not  take  the  bolts  out  that  are  under  water. 

Patapsco. — The  smoke-box  is  finished,  and  broken  bolts  replaced  in  turret 
and  pilot-house,  and  new  cover  made  for  pilot-house.     I  am  having  the  deck 
cut  out  around  the  turret,  and  repairing  the  smoke-pipe.     This  vessel  will  be 
finished,  with  all  the  additions,  by  the  11th  iastaat. 
Passaic. — I  am  awaiting  orders  on  this  vessel. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATKIOK  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Inspector. 
J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Steamer  Belief, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  Ocloher  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  to 
wit:  Patapsco,  Passaic,  and  Montank. 

The  Patapsco  will  be  finished,  with  all  repairs  and  additions  put  on,  on  Tues- 
day, 13th  instant.     The  divers  are  now  working  on  her  bottom.    (~(\,hiIi^ 
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Paaaaic. — 1  am  tiappy  to  inform  you  that  the  turret  of  this  vessel  now  re- 
volves. Mr.  Griffin  very  wisely  condaded  tbat  tlie  trouble  was  in  the  pilot- 
honse  base-ring,  (that  is,  the  ring  for  keeping  the  pilot-house  in  its  place.)  We 
cut  it  apart  and  found  a  bolt  one  inch  in  diameter  and  one  inch  long  between 
pilot-house  eollar  and  base-ring.  It  seems  very  strange  how  it  got  there.  I 
would  almost  say  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  there  by  accident.  We  were 
compelled  to  cut  the  ring  apart  to  remedy  the  difficulty,  as  the  sleeve  on  pilot- 
house prevents  the  ring  from  being  lifted  off.  I  will  have  the  decks  i-epaired 
and  bow  fised,  and  turret  and  pilot-honse  in  good  order,  and  the  vessel  ready 
for  action  by  the  2d  of  November. 

Montauk. — The  turret,  pilot-house,  and  deck  of  tbis  vessel  have  not  suffered 
much.  She  received  four  pretty  liard  shots  in  her  armature,  from  the  effect  of 
which  she  leaks  a  little.  I  will  have  the  additions  on  her,  and  the  vessel  ready 
for  action  same  time  as  Passaic,  to  wit,  2d  of  November.  The  pilot-house  cover 
of  this  vessel  has  received  a  very  severe  shot,  almost  as  bad  as  Catskill  or  Pa- 
tapsco.  1  have  not  yet  any  extra  plates  for  strengthening  the  pilot-house  covers, 
but  I  expect  some  from  New  York,  every  day,  and  I  believe  will  be  here  before 
I  have  done  the  rest  of  the  work. 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Inspector. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren,  Rcar-Admiral. 


Steameh  Reliep, 
Part  Royal,  IS.  C,  October  17,  1863. 

Sm  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  to 
wit :  Passaic  and  Montauk. 

The  repairs  to  the  Passaic  are  progressing  veiy  satisfactorily.  The  men  are 
working  on  her  deck,  turret,  and  bow.  I  wi!l  have  her  ready  to  leave  hero  on 
the  25th  instant.  This  will  be  seven  days  less  than  I  stated  in  my  last  report. 
The  reason  of  this  is,  that  I  employed  four  new  men.  These  men  answer  me 
very  well.  They  had  left  Key  West,  and  were  going  north  in  the  steamship 
Union.  I  employed  those  men  after  I  saw  a  copy  of  an  order  from  you  to  have 
the  men  work  as  much  time  as  they  were  able;  and  also  to  employ  more,  if  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  get  the  Monitors  done  as  quick  as  possible. 

As  I  stated  to  you  in  my  last  report,  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  repairs  to  be 
done  to  the  Montauk.  The  men  are  putting  on  the  base-ring  of  turret  and 
working  on  pilot-house  sleeve,  and  I  expect  to  have  the  additions  on  about  the 
same  time  as  the  Passaic,  to  wit,  25th  October.  I  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that 
a  new  pilot-house  cover  arrived  hei'e  in  the  steamer  Kamak.  It  was  made  for 
the  Catskill.  I  will  put  it  upon  the  Montauk.  It  came  in  good  time.  Xou 
are  aware  we  made  a  new  cover  for  the  OatskOl,  out  of  thi-ee  of  the  extra  plates 
that  were  for  strengthening  the  covers. 

If  you  can  spare  the  Nabant,  I  will  have  the  remainder  of  her  additions 

fut  on  in  six  days  after  I  get  through  with  thn  two  Monitors  that  are  now  here, 
f  she  arrives  here  by  the  25th  instant,  T  will  have  her  ready  by  the  Sd  of 
November. 

Very  respectfiiUy, 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Inspectnr. 
3.  A.  Dahlorbk, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
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Steamek  Relief, 
ToTt  Royal,  S.  C,  Ocloher  24,  1863. 

Sin  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  to 
wit ;  Paaaaie,  Montauk,  and  Nahant. 

The  Passaic  is  nearly  finished.  We  are  atill  working  on  her  deck  and  how. 
We  will  he  through  with  the  repaii'S  to-morrow.  The  nuts  of  top  row  of  bolts 
in  turret  are  not  covered  by  the  pilasters,  I  am  going  to  take  them  out  and  put 
rivets  in  their  places.  I  do  this  at  the  request  of  Captain  Simpson.  It  will 
detain  the  vessel  about  one  and  a  half  day.  I  will  he  all  through  with  this 
vessel  on  Tuesday,  27th  instant. 

The  additioDS  to  the  Montauk  are  nearly  finished.  I  am  going  to  put  a  new 
light  iron  pai-t  oa  smoke-pipe,  and  take  the  bolts  out  of  fop  row  of  turret  and 
put  rivets  io  their  places.  I  have  one  small  patch  to  put  on  her  armature,  to 
stop  a  leak.  I  will  have  this  vessel  done  by  Tuesday  morning,  27th  instant. 
The  pilot-house  cover  that  came  from  New  Xork  was  a  very  rough  job.  I  will 
have  to  make  some  alterations  on  it. 

The  Nahant  is  in  very  good  couditiou.  All  the  repairs  to  he  done  to  her  cau 
be  done  by  three  men  in  about  three  diiya.  I  will  have  the  pilot-house  sleeve 
put  on,  and  this  vessel  ready  to  leave  here  on  the  2d  of  November.  I  have  not 
any  plates  here  for  strengthening  the  pilot-house  cover.  I  expect  some  from 
New  York ;  but,  in  case  they  do  not  come  in  time,  I  will  strengthen  the  cover 
of  pilot-honse  by  some  of  the  old  covers  that  I  took  from  other  vessels. 

If  you  could  send  the  Nantucket  hero  after  I  am  through  with  those  ves- 
aeia,  I  can  have  her  additions  put  on  in  twelve  days. 

When  I  get  tlie  additions  put  on  the  Nantucket,  I  will  be  through  with 
the  work  that  I  came  here  to  do.  If  you  have  any  work  of  importance  for  me 
to  do,  you  will  please  send  me  an  order  to  the  effect,  as  I  could  not  take  the 
responsibility  of  keeping  this  vessel  and  so  many-workmen  without  an  order 
from  yon. 

The  workmen  under  my  charge  are  pretty  well  used  up.     They  had  to 
work  very  hard  and  long  hours.     They  did  not  expect  to  be  here  so  long. 
Their  garments  are  about  worn  out.     I  would  like  to  get  them  and  this  vessel 
to  New  Xork  as  soon  as  possible. 
Verv  respecmtlly, 

PATEICK  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Inspector. 

J.  A.  Dalgh[;e\, 

Rcar-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Steamer  Belief, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tbe  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  to 
wit ;  Passaic,  Montauk,  and  Nahant. 

The  Passaic  is  finished.  I  was  through  with  the  repairs  yesterday  morning, 
October  31.  I  have  been  longer  with  this  vessel  than  I  expected.  The 
cause  of  delay  was  for  want  of  machinery  from  the  machine  shop.  I  could  not 
get  the  use  of  the  shears  and  drill  when  I  required  them,  as  there  is  so. 
much  work  on  hand. 

The  Montauk  is  finished.  I  was  through  with  the  repairs  and  additions  on; 
Wednesday  morning,  October  28. 

The  work  on  Nahant  is  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  sleeve  was  put  on 
the  pilot-house  yesterday.  I  will  have  to  make  use  of  the  old  pilot-house  cover 
of  Montauk,  to  strengthen  tJie  pilot-house  cover  of  tJiis  vessel.  The  extra  plates, 
for  strengtheniug  the  covers,  have  not  yet  arrived  from  New  York./  "Lwil^ib, 
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through  with  the  repairs  and  additiona  of  this  vessoi  on  Tuesday  moruiiig,  3d 

I  receiyed  a  letter  from  Oominaiider  Keynolda,  senior  officer,  containing 
an  extract  fromaletter  of  yours,  dated  October  S9,  ordering  me  to  have  aframe- 
workof  woud  or  iron  csii-ied  arouud  the  bow  of  the  Monitors,  like  the  guards  of 
a  side-ivheel  steamer,  or  even  projecting  beams  of  wood  or  rods  of  ii-on,  to  keep 
the  enemy's  Teasels  off  for  tbe  length  of  pole  on  which  the  torpedo  is  placed. 

If  you  would  please  order  the  Nantucket  here  to  have  the  additiona  put 
on,  we  could,  at  "the  same  time,  put  on  this  torpedo  preventive.     I  am  afraid 
it  will  take  considerable  time  te  have  aaiything  made  satisfactorily,  with  the  meaua 
we  have  at  our  command,  to  keep  off  the  enemy's  vessela. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Inspector. 
J.  A.  Daklgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  S-  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Steambk  Eelief, 
P&rt  Royal,  South  Carolina,  November  1,  1863. 
Sin  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  eoadition  of  the  folioiving  Monitore,  viz : 
Naliant  and  Weehawkea. 

The  Nahant  is  finished.  I  made  some  alteratioas  at  the  request  of  the  cap- 
tain, via  :  cutting  holes  in  bulkheads  to  let  the  water  get  running  to  the  pump, 
and  cut  a  dead-light  hole  in  deck  to  change  one  of  the  deck.  This  extra  work 
has  detained  me  two  days  longer.  I  completed  this  vessel  on  Friday,  6th 
instant. 

The  Weehawken  came  here  on  Wednesday,  4th  instant.  The  work  to  be 
done  to  her  is  as  follows :  The  eleven-inch  gun  to  bo  taken  out  and  a  new  one 
pat  in ;  a  new  tui-ret  pinion  put  on ;  smoke-box  repaired,  and  bow  repaired. 
The  repairing  of  the  bow  will  be  the  longest  job.  I  think  I  will  be  able  to  get 
through  it  about  Sunday,  15th  instant.  Captain  Colhoun  requested  me  to 
change  his  galley,  and  ran  the  galiey-pipe  into  the  smoke-pipe.  I  will  be  able 
to  have  this  work  completed  by  the  time  I  get  the  how  repaired,  which  will  be 
the  ICth  instant. 

If  you  cannot  spare  the  Nantucket  here,  permit  me  the  use  of  one  of 
those  side-wheel  tugs  to  carry  the  brass  ring  for  turret  to  Warsaw.  I  would 
take  this  vessel  and  men  there,  and  put  all  additions  on,  with  the  exception  of 
pilot-house  sleeve,  I  conld  arrange  it  so  that  the  vessel  could  come  here  and 
get  the  sleeve  put  on,  and  would  not  be  detained  longer  than  thirty  Lours. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATllIOK  HUGHES. 

Assistant  Inspector. 
J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Hteamer  Kelief, 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  NouBmber  22,  "1863, 
Sill ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  viz  : 
Catskill  and  Patapsco. 

The  Catskill  got  off  the  beach  this  morniug.     I  expect  the  captain  will  be 
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really  to  leave  here  in  a  few  daya.  I  am  sony  there  is  not  any  iron  in.  the 
boiler  shop  here  to  make  the  galley  pipe,  as  I  liad  plenty  of  time  to  change  the 
galley.  The  captain  is  very  anxious  to  have  it  done.  I  have  made  all  the  ■ 
necessary  arrangements  so  as  the  galley  can  be  changed  in  short  time  when  the 
pipe  can  be  made. 

The  Patapsco  is  on  the  beach  cleaning.     I  will  be  through  with  all  work  I 


have  to  do  to  this  v^sel  on  the  24tli  instant.     I  have  changed  the  upper  i 
of  turret  bolts  and  nuts  into  rivets.     I  had  this  done  at  the  request  of  the  eap- 
;  her  bow  repaired,  and  the  composition  ring  for  holding  down 


the  pilot-house  parted,  and  the  holes  cut  in  the  coal-hunker  bulkheads,  e 
be  in  readiness  to  change  the  galley  when  the  pipe  can  be  made.  The  galley 
pipes  can  be  made  and  s.ent  to  these  two  vessels  as  soon  as  the  iron  arrives.  I 
have  left  the  dimensions  of  those  pipes  in  the  boiler  shop.' 

Seeing  an  order  fcom  yon  for  concussion-box  holts  in  the  machine  shop,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  send  six  dozen  of  spare  turret  bolts  and  four  dozen  of 
ssion-box  bolts. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATEICK  HUGHES, 

AssiUant  Inspector. 
4.  Dahloren, 

Rcar-Admira,l,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


[Ueapalch  No.  2W3.] 

FlaG'Stbamer  Philadrlphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  Dedmbcr  1,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  i-epairs  on  Moni- 
tors at  Port  Royal,  which  has  just  been  received. 

The  department  will  perceive  that  the  work  on  them  is  nearly  completed, 
except  the  Nantucket. 

Last  evening  came  the  first  mmor  of  General  Grant's  success,  but  I  have  no 
authentic  information. 

The  army  to-day  has  been  saluting,  and  I  shall  follow  the  example. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
-JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admirai,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  iSqicadroa. 
Hon.  GiuBox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Steamer  Relief, 
Fort  Royal,  South  Carolina,  November  29,  1S63. 

Sir  ;  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  viz  : 
Oatakill,  Patapsco,  and  Lehigh. 

In  my  report  of  the  23d  instant  I  informed  you  that  the  Catskill  came 
off  the  beach  that  morning  and  I  expected  •ihe  would  leave  here  in  a  few  day^. 
This  vcB«tl  went  on  the  bpach  again  that  iime  evening,  and  remained  there  until 
the  moinmg  of  the  aSth  instant  getting  off  at  10  o'clock.  In  trying  to  get  tho 
vessel  off  on  the  moinmg  of  the  37th  they  carried  away  the  anchor  gear, 
breaking  one  tooth  m  each  of  tlip  pimon  wheeln,  and  bending  the  shaft.  It 
will  tal  t,  thiee  d  lyf.  to  ippi  i      Oa  the  momuig  of  tho  88th  instant  one  ol  the 

I  Goot^le 
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tow-boats  strnck  the  plating  on  the  bow  and  started  the  fiistenings,  breaking 
Bome  of  the  blunt  bolt-heads  off.  To  fasten  this  plating  properly,  it  will  take 
about  three  days.  I  will  have  all  the  damages  to  this  vessel  repaji-ed  by  Thurs- 
day moi-ning,  December  3. 

The  Patapaco  has  not  yet  got  off  the  beach.  The  captain  expects  to  get  her 
off  this  morning  at  high  tide. 

The  Lehigh  arrived  here  on  Monday,  23d  instant.  She  has  not  yet  been 
beached.  This  vessel  has  received  the  following  damages :  Eleven  shots  on 
deck,  six  of  which  have  broken  the  deck  plank  through  ;  the  remainder  struck 
on  the  deck  beams ;  sixteen  shots  on  turret,  seven  of  them  pretty  hard,  making 
an  indentation  of  about  two  inches  deep,  and  breaking  twenty-two  holts ;  one 
shot  on  turret-roof,  cutting  a  piece  off  the  composition  ling,  and  breaking  one  of 
the  plates,  and  bending  two  of  the  T-iron  bars;  two  shota  on  pilot-house,  mak- 
ing an  indentation  of  about  two  inches,  doing  no  injuiy ;  one  side  of  the  smoke- 
box  carried  away ;  armature  has  received  fourteen  shots,  one  of  them  injuring 
the  bow  very  much,  starting  nearly  all  the  faateninga  and  opening  the  plating 
four  inches.  The  hull  has  received  one  shot  abont  twelve  inches  from  the  over- 
hang, bending  the  plating  in  and  opening  the  seams  so  as  to  make  considerable 
of  a  leak.  The  following  will  be  the  material  required  to  repair  this  vessel ; 
Deck;  IVo  full  plates  and  twenty-seven  parts  of  plates;  twelve  pieces  of 
deck  plank.  Turret;  Twenty-two  bolts  and  one  new  plat*  for  roof;  T-iron 
bars  straightened ;  aide  of  smoke-box  sti-aightened  and  refaatened,  and  one  new 
wrought-iron  Btmp  made.  Armatui-e :  Fotir  light  iron  patches  where  the  shots 
have  penetrated,  the  five  thicknesses  of  plates ;  bow  refastened  and  plating 
straightened,  if  possible.  Hull ;  One  patch  of  ^  iron  on  the  outside  where  the 
shot  Struck ;  anchor  gear  overhanled.  I  expect  to  have  this  vessel  finished  on 
the  8th  of  December. 

The  captain  of  the  Lehigh  wants  extra  plating  of  one  inch  thick  over  the 
boilers,  engine-room,  magazine,  and  shell-room.     There  are  not  any  inch  plates 
at  this  place.     I  expect  if  there  were  any  extra  plating  to  go  on  this  vessel  it 
would  have  been  put  on  when  at  New  York. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATEIOK  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Inspector. 

J.  A.  Dahlgkkn, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Steamer  Belief, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  December  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  via  : 
CatakiU,  Patapsco,  and  Lehigh. 

The  Cat«kill  is  lying  in  Station  creek.  Tho  divers  are  going  to  clean  the 
parts  of  the  bottom  that  were  not  reached  on  the  beach.  I  am  all  through  with 
her.     I  expect  she  will  leave  here  the  first  of  the  week. 

The  Patapsco  is  still  on  the  beach.  I  am  afraid  she  will  have  to  stop  on  the 
beach  for  seven  or  eight  days.     The  tides  are  very  low  at  present. 

The  repairs  to  the  Lehigh  are  progressing  very  satisfactorily.  The  deck  is 
finished,  and  the  smoke-box  nearly  finished,  I  have  commenced  to  repair  the 
bow  and  annature. 

I  omitted  to  mention  in  my  report  of  the  29th  that  this  vessel  requires  a  new 
light  iron  pai-t  of  smoke-pipe,  tlie  old  one  being  nearly  shot  away.  I  expect 
this  vessel  will  be  finished  hy  die  8th  or  9th  instant,  Thia  vessel  is  on  the 
beach.    Her  bottom  looks  well.    The  excrescence  can  he  removed  with  brooms. 
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There  ia  notliing  growing  on  the  Ijottom,  bo  far  as  I  can  nee,  but  grass  almost 
two  iuchfis  long. 

Very  respectfully, 


J.  A.  Dahluben, 

Rear- Admiral,  ty.  A.  B.  tSquadro 


PATRICK  HUGHES, 

Assistant  Inspector 


The  safety  of  the  southern  coast  depends  upon  the  Ironsides  and  Hie  Monitors. 

Flaq-Stbambr  Phtladblphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  January  19,  1864. 
Sib;  The  department's  letter  of  the  4th  of  January  has  been  received. 
The  irregularities  in  regard  to  complement  of  officers  is  ratlier  the  result  of 
circumstances.     The  Ironsides,  as  well  aa  all  the  Monitors,  occupy  positions  en- 
tirely exceptional.     Our  entire  safety  on  the  southern  coast  depends  on  these 
vessels.     Without  them,  the  rebel  iron-clads  would  quickly  ruin  the  blockade 
and  capture  our  land  forces.    They  also  have  the  most  severe  and  never-ceasing 
duties  to  fulfil  while  on  picket,  particularly  in  keeping  off  the  various  submerged 
devices  of  the  rebels.    I  can,  from  frequent  inspection  of  them  after  dai-k,  bear 
witness  to  this.     For  these  reasons  I  keep  them  at  the  highest  possible  state 
of  efficiency,  and,  as  a  general  rale,  give  whatever  they  ask  for.     *      *      •      » 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Sinking  of  Ike  Weekau'?cen. 

[Despatch  No.  294.] 

Elao-Stbameh  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Idand,  December  6,  16C3. 

Sir  :  With  feeliags  bcyoad  my  ability  to  express,  I  have  to  arnoanco  that 
the  Monitor  Woehawken  sank  at  her  anchorage  to-day  at  half  past  two  o'clock. 
It  was  blowing  a  moderate  gale  from  east  by  north  at  the  time,  and  I  had  been 
occasionally  noticing  the  motions  of  the  Montauk,  which  was  anchored  the 
highest  up  the  harbor,  and  had  been  under  way. 

Mr.  Hughes,  the  superintendent  of  repairs  of  the  Monitors,  was  talking  to 
me  at  the  time — asking  Jeave  to  go  home — when  the  signal  of&cer  announced  . 
that  the  Weehawkeu  had  flying  a  signal  "  for  assistance,"  and  this  was  followed 
almost  immediately  by  the  entrance  of  the  fleet  captain,  who  reported  that  the 
Weekawken  appeared  to  be  sinking. 

Directions  were  given  at  ouce  to  let  her  make  for  the  beach,  but  before  the 
least  measure  could  be  taken  the  Weehawken  disappeared  beneath  the  water, 
and  nothing  was  seen  above  but  the  flag  and  the  top  of  the  smoke-staek. 

Scarcely  five  minutes  elapsed  between  the  time  that  the  signal  "  for  assist- 
ance" was  made  and  the  sinking  of  the  vessel. 

I  am  entirely  unable,  from  the  imperfect  information  at  hand,  to  satisfy 
myself  of  the  real  cause  of  the  disaster.  Some  attiibute  it  to  the  entrance  of  a 
heavy  sea  into  tlie  fore  batch,  filling  the  anchor  well ;  others  say  that  there  'vraa 
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an  excess  of  water  in  tlie  vessel  three  hours  before  she  went  down,  which  is  also 
attrihuted  to  the  hawse-pipo.  Some  talk  of  the  water  forcing  in  at  the  joint  of 
the  overhang ;  hut  it  would  appear  that  no  apprebeosioii  of  danger  existed  until 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  hefore  the  signal  was  made. 

The  Weehawken  lay  about  east  of  the  beaeon-house  on  Morris  island,  and 
nearest  to  her  were  a  mortal-  schooner,  a  tug,  and  my  own  steamer.  The  Iron- 
eides  and  other  vessels  lay  towei'  down,  except  the  Montauk,  which  w(^  on 
picket. 

Steam-tuga  and  boats  were  despatched  at  once  to  pick,  up  the  crew,  but  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  some  lives  ha.ve  been  lost.  These  cannot  yet  bo  known  with 
exactness,  as  the  snrvivore  are  scattei-ed  among  different  vessels,  aod  it  blows 
too  fresh  to  communicate  with  facility. 

I  shall  send  to  Port  Eoyal  for  the  divers  anfi  other  means  to  raise  tlio  Wee- 
hawken, and  would  ask  that  the  department  would  also  send  here  any  assistance 
that  is  available. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


.      Ditaikii  rrport  of  the  ^nhir.g  of  the  Wechai^-km. 

li'LAQ-STEAMEit  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island, , December  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  Another  despatch  informs  you  of  the  sad  disaster  that  has  befallen  the 
Weehawken.  I  have  ordered  an  inquiry,  which  will  supply  all  the  evidence 
that  is  attainable.  Meanwhile  there  are  differences  of  opinion  among  well- 
informed  officers.  Some  attribute  the  cause  to  the  water  iu  the  anchor  well, 
the  influx  through  the  hawse-pipe,  and  the  depression  forward,  so  that  the  water 
would  not  flow  to  the  pumps. 

A  written  opinion  (A)  from  Lieutenant  Oommander  Simpson,  who  has  the 
Monitor  Passaic,  states  that  the  water  did  run  aft,  and  that  the  rotatory  pump 
was  in  full  action.  He  thinks  that  weakness  from  injuries  in  service,  with,  per- 
haps, some  strain  in  beaching,  had  loosened  rivets  of  bottom  plates,  and  did 
the  rest. 

Among  the  melancholy  consequences  are  the  loss  of  life.  Four  engineers 
and  twenty  men  are  missing,  the  names  of  whom  are  enclosed,-  (B.)  Every 
effort  was  made  to  save  the  crew,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  water  was  alive 
with  boats.  It  ia  to  bo  hoped  that  some  may  have  escaped  ashore,  but  tho 
chances  are  very  slight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear  Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron- 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,.WasliVttgton,  D.  C. 


ov  Google 
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United  States  Iron-clad  Passaic, 

Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  December  6,  1863 


Snt  L  I  respectfully  submit  ray  opinion  of  the  cauao  of  the  sinking  of  the 
Wochawken ; 

From  the  testimony  that  I  have  been  able  to  colleet,  it  appeare  that  between 
11  a.  m.  and  meridian  the  windlass-room  was  full  of  water;  the  forward  hatch  was 
then  closed,  and  no  water  conld  find  its  way  in  except  through  the  hawae-hole. 
At  this  time  the  centrifugal  pump  did  not  work,  as  there  was  not  enough  water 
aft  to  make  it  "fetch."  Tliis  indicates  a  want  of  free  communication  through 
the  limbers.  It  seems  that  this  difficulty  was  overcome,  for  some  time  afterwards 
the  water  rose  to  about  four  .inches  of  die  fire-room  floor  (which  would  make, it 
twenty-six  inches  below  the  grate  bars)  when  the  centrifugal  pump  was  in 
operation  discharging  steadily  its  2,000  or  3,000  gallons  of  water  per  minute. 
No  apprehension  seems  to  have  been  felt  at  this  time  as  to  the  danger  of 
sinking,  the  vessel  was  not  noticed  to  be  settling,  but  the  commanding  officer 
desired  the  presence  of  the  captain,  and  commenced  to  signalize  to  that  effect. 
At  this  instant  the  water  suddenly  rose  in  the  vessel,  and  she  commenced  to 
settle  forward.  The  signal  "in  want  of  assistance "  was  made  immediately, 
and  she  went  down.  My  conclusion  is,  that  tlie  sinking  of  the  vessel  was  not 
occasioned  by  the  water  that  foand  its  way  into  hei  through  the  hawse-hole,  for 
it  seems  cleoi'ly  proven  that  free  communication  was  eatablished  (through  the 
limbers)  between  the  hawse-hole  and  centrifugal  pump,  and  I  conceive  that  the 
centrifngal  pump  is  able  to  diacliarge  all  water  that  enters  by  the  hawse-hole. 
I  believe  that  the  injuries  that  the  vessel  had  received  in  service,  particularly 
while  aground  under  the  fire  of  tlie  Sullivan's  Islaiid  batteries,  {assisted  perhaps 
by  the  straining  produced  by  bemg  beached  at  Port  Royal,)  had  so  strained  her 
that  the  livets  weie  loose  oq  some  of  her  bottom  plates,  and  the  rough  sea  that 
wai  running  at  the  time  of  the  disaster  must  have  been  sufEcient  to  open  the 
pSatci  and  admit  the  water.  IVom  aJl  that  I  can  learn,  it  was  no  gradual 
iccumulation  of  watei  that  caused  the  vessel  to  sink,  but  it  was  almost  m- 
^tantaneous      This  coidd  alone  be  caused  by  such  reason  a«  I  here  assign, 

1  merely  submit  this  hurried  paper  with  a  view  to  rendering  some  slight  aid 
toward'!  assigning  %  reason  for  the  terrible  disaster. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON, 

Commafiding. 

J.  A.  Dahlg(1e\, 

Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Lht  of  the    Weehawken')  offinsn  supposed  to  he  lost, 

Henry  W.  Merian,  third  assistant  engineer. 
Augustus  Mitchell,  tliird  assistant  engineer. 
George  W.  McGrOwan,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 
Charles  Spongbergh,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 
Very  respeetfuUy, 

FEEDERIGK  E.  STOW, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymastt 
Commander  J.  M.  Duncan. 
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IM  of  fflCT' 

1.  Thomas  Piper, 
S.  James  Scollan. 

3.  Jolin  Buckley. 

4.  Johu  Kerrigan. 

5.  John  Carpenter, 

6.  Joseph  Grogan, 

7.  Charles  F.  Davis. 

8.  John  "Williams,  23. 

9.  Charles  H.  Wilson. 

10.  William  H.  Williamson. 

11.  Christian  Anderson. 

12.  John  Itutlage. 

13.  Salph  AndersoQ. 

14.  Edward  Gayhan. 

Very  respectfully, 


a  who  arf  supposed  (o  be  lost  froi 


:    Wedtsi 


15.  Edward  Mullen, 

16.  Michael  Clines. 

17.  Jamee  Lennan. 

18.  Thomf^  Mec. 

19.  Robert  Nugent. 
SO.  Thomas  Donovan. 

21.  William  G.  Pike. 

22.  George  Leighton. 
2U.  Henry  Sumner. 

24.  Tbomaa  Stocker. 

25.  Thomas  Donlon. 

2G.  Stephen  G.  Newman. 
27,  (Not  ascertained.) 

FREDEEIOK  R.  STOW, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 


R/porls  of  officers  of  Weehmnkm. 

A.  Commander   Duncan DeccmbEi-  7 

B,  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyveaant.- Decemhor  7 

0.  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stnyveaant December  9 

D.  Lieutenant  M.  S,  Stuyvesant December  1 

E.  Acting  Master  C.  0.  Kingsbury December  8 

F.  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  M.  Stein December  9 

G.  Aaeifltant  Sm-geon  E.  M.  Stein December  1 

H.  Acting  Paymaster  F.  E.  Stow December  7 

L    Ensign  L  H.  Eeed December  7 

K.  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  B  Allen December  9 

L.  Acting  Ensign  B.  H.  Ohadwick December  7 

M.  Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall December  7 

N.  Master's  Mate  and  Gunner  William  E.  Bayne December  1 

0.  Pilot  Levi  Jump December  7 


United  Status  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  Dccem/ier  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I  received  orders 
detaching  me  from  gunboat  Paul  Jone^,  and  ordering  me  here  to  take  command 
of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  arrived 
here,  and  in  the  evening  took  command  of  her  and  went  up  on  the  advanced 
picket,  and  remained  there  until  9.30  of  the  morning  of  the  6th ;  then  came 
down;  made  fast  to  buoy  No.  2;  then  came  on  board  this  vessel. 

About  1,30  p,  m.  a  signal  was  made  that  the  Weehawken  wanted  assistaace, 
I  immediately  got  in  a  boat  with  the  pilot  of  this  vessel.  Before  we  could  reach 
her  she  went  down.  Boats  from  all  the  vessels  around  went  to  the  assistance 
of  the  men  that  were  overboard,  and  succeeded  in  saving  all  but  four  of  the 
engineers  and  twenty-seven  of  the  men.     When -I  left  the  vessel  everything 
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appeared  to  be  right;  tlio  anchor-hold  waa  all  dry;  no  water  coming  through 
the  hawse-pipe.  I  enclose  you  statcmenta  of  all  the  officers  now  on  hoard. 
Not  being  on  board  myself  at  the  time,  I  am  not  ahlo  to  give  any  account  of  the 
sad  accident. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  DUNOAN, 

Commander. 
Roar- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-SJiip  Fhiladclphia. 


B. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Mand,  December  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  lu  obedience  to  your  ordera  of  to-day.  I  make  the  following  report  of 
circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  United  States  iroa-clad  steamer  Wee- 
Jiawken ; 

At  or  near  12  o'clock  yesterday  the  seas  were  washing  over  the  bows  of  the 
vessel,  and  water  was  going  down  the  forward  hatch  in  small  ccuan titles,  as  has 
frequently  been  the  case. 

To  prevent  its  splashing  into  the  cabin  the  iron  door  leading  into  the  anchor- 
room  was  closed;  and  in  order  to  ease  the  ship,  fifteen  fathoms  of  chain  were 
veered.  We  were  at  our  usual  moorings,  made  fast  to  buoy  No.  2.  The  wind 
freshened,  and  the  seas  grew  lai'ger  very  rapidly,  and  while  closing  down  the 
forward  battle-plate  several  seas  went  over,  almost  filling  up  the  anehor-room. 
Men  were  immediately  sent  down  to  keep  the  limbers  clear.  The  berth-deck 
battle-plate  was  then  let  down,  and  at  this  time  I  obsei-red  that  the  vessel  was 
not  so  mticli  by  the  stern  as  usual.  This  I  attributed  to  the  large  body  of 
water  forward.  As  the  limbers  were  clear,  I  had  no  fears  but  that  the  water 
would  ran  aft,  and  he  pumped  out.  It  was  now  reported  to  me  that  my  room 
was  flooded,  and  while  on  my  way  to  examine  it,  the  captain  of  the  hold  re- 
ported five  (5)  inches  of  water,  which  was  evidence  that  the  water  was  making 
its  way  aft. 

The  leak  in  my  room  was  around  the  end  of  one  of  the  beams  where  it  joined 
the  side,  and  seemed  to  he  one  that  could  be  eaaiiy  stopped. 

In  the  cabin,  the  water  was  pouring  in  in  small  streams  by  the  upper  edge  of 
the  forward  bulkhead.  The  hatches  were  taken  off  the  cabin-lockers  to  let  the 
water  into  the  bilge. 

Por  many  minutes  the  vessel  did  not  settle  any  by  the  head.  X  saw  nothing 
serious  in  the  condition  of  the  vessel,  but  tliought  that  the  commanding  officer 
ought  to  be  on  boai-d,  and  began  to  make  signal  for  him.  I  should  have  mentioned 
that  the  commander,  James  M.  Duncan,  was  on  hoard  the  flag-ship,  near  at  hand. 

The  centrifugal  and  other  pumps  were  started  as  soon  as  the  water  was  high 
enough  for  tteir  suction  to  take  effect,  and  all  of  them  worked  well  apparently. 

After  some  minutes  had  elapsed  with  tlie  vessel  in  this  condition-— I  cannot 
say  how  long — she  suddenly  began  to  settle  forward  and  to  cant  to  atai-boavd. 
Signal  was  made  for  assistance  immediately,  and  all  hands  ordered  on  deck, 
but  she  sunk  so  rapidly  now  that  many  were  caught  below.  Assistance  anived 
promptly,  and  I  believe  that  all  who  succeeded  in  reaching  the  upper  deck  were 
picked  up  by  boats.  The  saving  of  many  lives  is  attributable  to  the  self-pos- 
session displayed  by  all  those  officers  and  men  who  full  under  mj  observation. 

I  have  since  heai-d  from  officers  of  the  vessel  that  there  were  leaks  in  all  the 


noot^le 


302  AEMOEED    VESSELS. 

■wing-rooms,  and,  as  she  had  been  imicli  straiaecl  from  variona  causes,  my  impi-ca- 
eion  ia  that  these  leaks  became  siiddealy  enlarged,  filling  the  ship  forward,  and 
causing  her  to  sink  almost  immediately. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  8.  STUTVESANT, 
l/icutenant  and  Executive  OfficEr. 
Rear-Admii-al  John  A.  Dablgren, 

Coni'dg  S.  A.  B.  Sipiadron,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


United  States  STOKESiiip  Supply, 

Off  Morris  Island,  December  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  have  questioned  the  oificers  and  crew  fi-om 
the  late  United  States  steamer  Weehawkon  regarding  the  use  of  3  jackass  in 
lier  hawse-hole. 

A  teinporary  one  made  of  coal  bags  was  used  on  her  passage  from  New 
York  to  Fortress  Monroe,  but  nothing  has  been  seen  of  it  since.  None  others 
made,  nor  any  one  detailed  for  that  dnty  on  the  ship. 

It  will  gratify  yoa,  su-,  to  know  that  the  Weehawken's  officers  and  men  are 
well  cared  for  in  their  new  quarters,  and  as  comfortable  aa  possible  under  the 
circumstances. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  S.  STUTVESANT, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 
Keai--Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Conimanding  South  Atlantic  BlocJeading  Squadron. 


D. 

United  States  Stoheship  Supply, 

Off  Morris  Island,  December  II,  1863, 
Sir:  I  enclose  copies  of  the  reports  of  J.  B.  Allen,  acting  second  assistant 
and  senior  engineer,  and  E.  M.  Stein,  assiatant  surgeon  ;  also,  &  second  report 
from  W.  E.  Bayne,  acting  master's  mate,  in  accordance  with  your  orders  of  De- 
cember 10. 

I  forwarded  the  reports  of  the  first  two  officers  on  the  9th  ultimo,  and  am  sorry 
they  failed  to  reach. 

I  am,  respectfully,  youi  obedient  servant, 

M.  8.  STUrVESANT, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 
Lieut.  Com.  J.  M.  Bradford, 

Fleet  Captain,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Plaq-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  December  8,  18G3. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment of  what  came  under  my  observation  in  relation  to  the  sinking  of  the  iron- 
clad Weehawken : 
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At  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  being  in  my  room,  received  an  order  from  Mr. 
Stuyvcsant,  tlie  executive  officer,  to  come  on.  deck,  and,  in  obeying  tlie  order,  heard 
Bome  one  say  "  tlie  water  is  coming  in  the  cabin  through  tlio  door."  When  I  got ' 
on  deck  I  received  an  order  from  executive  officer  to  veer  away  chain,  the  vessel 
being  fast  to  her  mooring  buoy ;  and  whilst  obeying  the  order,  obaervecl  the  sea 
washing  over  her  from  three  to  five  feet  in  depth.  After  having  obeyed  the  order- 
having  given  her  about  forty-five  fathoms  of  chain,  received  permission  to  go 
below,  and,  upon  my  doing  so,  found  the  water  rushing  into  my  room  in  large 
atreams  ;  raised  the  hatch  in  my  room,  and  found  the  place  full  of  water ;  looked 
into  the  cabin,  and  also  saw  the  hold  full ;  then  went  on  deck  and  reported  the 
same  to  executive  officer,  and  the  want  of  some  one  to  haul  the  limber  cfiains ;  was. 
orderedbyexecutiveofficer  to  take  some  men  and  to  go  down  and  Bee  to  the  hauling 
of  them  myself,  and  whilst  executing  the  order  saw  the  hold  under  the  berth 
deck  was  rapidly  filUng.  Saw  Mr.  Allen,  aecood  assistant  acting  chief  engineer,, 
and  spoke  to  him  about  the  water  not  running  aft ;  he  made  answer,  "  the  pumps 
work  well;"  then  went  into  the  turret-room,  and  heard  the  order  given  for- 
everybody  to  come  off  the  berth  deck;  then  used  all  my  endeavors  to  get  the 
men  up  as  quickly  as  possible ;  got  up  myself,  leaving  one  or  two  on  the  iadder- 
to  come  up  after  me. 

In  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  her  sinking  was  the  shattered  condition  of  hel^ 
side  armor,  and  a  largo  increase  of  weight  in  ammunition  and  coals!  which,  with 
a  rough  sea,  and  her  forward  compartment  full  of  water,  caused  an  opening  be- 
tween the  overhang  and  hall,  which  made  itself  manifest  by  the  rushing  in  of 
water  in  all  the  side  rooma. 

1  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  rcBpectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
CHA'S  C.  KINGSBURY, 

Acting  Master  U.  S.  N, 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  l''lag-SMp  PkiiadclpMa. 


United  States  Stokeship  SrppLY, 

Off  Charleston,  8.  C,  December  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  sinking  of  flie  Weehawken  was  caused  by  the 
filling  of  the  forecastle  with  water,  which  caused  her  to  go  down  by  the  head,  be- 
uides  straining  her  to  such  a  degree  as  to  separate  the  overhang  from  the  hull, 
thereby  causing  a  general  leakage  throughout  the  forepart  of  llie  vessel.  The 
over-cramming  of  the  vessel  with  shot  and  shells  increased  the  strain  on  her, 
and  no  doubt  caused  her  to  sink  more  rapidly  than  she  otlierwiso  would  have 
done.  These  are  the  chief  causes,  as  it  appears  to  me,  to  which  the  loss  of  this 
vessel  ia  attributable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  M.  STEIN,  Ass't  Surgeon. 
Eear-Admiral  J,  A,  DAHLQReN, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  off'  Charleston,  S.  C. 
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8ib;  In  obedience  to  yotir  order  requiring  tlie  officers  of  the  Woehawkoa  to 
present  yon  with  a  statement  of  ih^Jacts,  as  far  as  they  know,  connected  with 
the  loss  of  that  vessel,  I  would  respectfully  say,  that  the  filling  of  the  forecastle 
with  water,  and  "  the  going  down  by  the  head."  of  the  vessel  in  consequence 
of  the  accumulation  of  water  in  the  forepart  thereof,  are  the  facts  which  imme- 
diately caused  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken,  as  it  appears  to  me.  The  exces- 
sive quantity  of  shot  and  shells  stowed  away  in  the  vessel  is  another ^ci  which, 
I  take  it,  caused  her  to  sink  sooner  than  she  otherwise  would  have  done. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  M.  STEIN,  Ass't  Surgeon. 
Eear-Admiral  John  A,  Dahlgke;*, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Sguadron, 

Flag-Skip  Philadelphia,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Of  Charleston,  S.  C  December  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  following  statement  to  make 
in  regard  to  the  sinking  of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken  on  the  6th  instant. 

About  1  o'clock  p.  m.  I  observed  the  water  making  so  fast  in  the  anchor- 
room  that  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  bulkhead  door.  About  thirty  or  forty 
minutes  afterwards  I  noticed  that  the  anchor-room  was  so  full  of  water  as  to 
cause  it  to  flow  over  the  top  of  the  door  and  flood  the  cabin  floor.  The  water 
did  not  appear  to  flow  aft  but  a  very  little,  but  accumulated  rapidly  forward, 
and  fast  coming  up  with  the  cabin  and  ward-room  floors.  I  also  observed  the 
water  leaking  rapidly  into  the  officers'  rooms  and  into  my  own  room,  through 
the  seams  in  the  sides  of  the  ship.  This  latter  I  had  never  known  to  occur 
since  I  had  been  on  board.  When  I  observed  this,  I  became  at  once  convinced 
that  she  was  malting  water  fast  throughout  the  entire  forward  part.'  WHen  I 
left  the  ward-room,  which  was  abont  five  minutes  before  she  sank,  tlie  water 
was  an  inch  upon  the  floors. 

The  quantity  of  ammunition  stowed  forward  was  larger  than  it  ever  was  since 
I  have  been  on  board,  which  cansed  her  to  be  more  down  by  the  head  than  I 
have  ever  known  her  to  be.  Taking  the  large  stock  of  shells  and  the  vast 
quantity  or  weight  of  water  in  the  anchor-room  together,  I  believe  so  strained  her 
forward  as  to  let  water  into  scores  of  places  aft  the  cabin.  She  fast  settled  for- 
ward and  prevented  the  water  flowing  aft.  In  ray  opinion  the  ship  would  not 
have  sunk  if  she  had  not  opened  in  her  side. 
Very  respectfully, 

FEEDEUICK  E.  STOW, 
Acting  Assistant  I 

Commander  J.  M.  Duncan, 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia. 
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Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  hlaTtd,  Decem.hcT  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  an  account  of  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  that  came  under  my 
ohservatioii. 

At  about  9.30  a.  m.  we  came  down  from  the  picket  grotmd  and  shackled  on  to 
the  buoy  kflown  as  buoy  No.  2.  At  that  time,  and  until  12  meridian,  when  I  gave 
up  charge  of  the  deck,  the  sea  waa  breaking  over  the  ship  forward,  bat  being 
nearly  an  every  day  occarreace,  no  notice  was  taken  of  it. 

Between  1,15  and  1.30  p.  m.  a  heavy  sea  broke  over  the  ship  and  filled  the 
anchor-well  with  water.  The  forward  battle-plate  and  also  the  berth-deck  battle- 
plate  were  immediately  closed,  and  the  iron  door  connecting  the  captain's  cabin 
and  anchor-well  was  also  closed  and  secured  by  iron  turn-buckles.  When  the 
door  was  first  closed  the  water  leaked  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  door, 
but  in  a  short  lime  it  leaked  but  a  very  little  from  the  bottom.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  prov^  that  the  limbers  were  clear,  and  that  the  hawse-bole,  which  was 
not  closed,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sinking  of  the  ship.  At  about  the  same 
time  a  large  leak  was  observed  in  the  executive  officer's  room.  This  leak  waa 
about  half  way  from  the  berth  to  the  main  deck.  I  reported  it  to  the  executive 
officer,  and  went  on  top  of  the  turret. 

The  sea  was  then  breaking  over  the  ship  forward,  but  not  more  than  I  have 
seen  it  before.  In  fifteen  or  twenty  mioutea  it  became  apparent  that  we  were 
sinking  a  little  by  the  he-ad.  The  centrifugal  pump  was  started  and  threw  a 
large  stream  of  water  through  the  outboard  delivery  on  deck;  but  she. did  not 
rise  any,  and  the  executive  officer  ordered  all  the  officers  and  men  on  deck,  and 
also  ordered  the  signal  "captMn  needed  on  board"  to  be  made. 

I  had  mastheaded  the  first  number  of  the  signal,  when  she  commenced  to  sink 
very  rapidly.  I  was  ordered  to  discontinue  the  first  signal  and  substitute  "as- 
sistance needed."  The  crew  were  directed  to  go  aft  and  save  themselves,  and 
ill  from  five  to  ten  minutes  the  sea  was  making  a  clean  run  over  the  deck. 

It  is  my  opinion,  and  I  believe  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  ofEcers,  that  the 
leak  in  the  executive  officer's  room  enlarged  suddenly  and  caused  the  ship  to 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'    M.  REED,  Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 


Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Darlgren, 

Commanding  Soutk  Atlantic  Blockading  S<iuad,rm. 


K. 


United  States  Stohbshjp  Supply, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  Wednesday/,  December  9,  1863. 
SiE  r  In  accordance  with  your  order  reijuiring  those  officers  who  were  saved 
from  the  ill-fated  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken  to  send  in  to  you  their  report 
regarding  the  sinking  of  that  vessel,  I  herewith  transmit  my  views. 

After  having  made  my  usual  visit,  at  9  a.  m.,  around  that  part  of  the  vessel 

belonging  to  the  engineer  department,  and  finding  all  the  machinery  in  good 

order,  I  retired  to  my  room,  feeling  somewhat  unwell.     Soon  after  (I  cannot 

exactly  name  the  hour)  I  heard  a  rush  of  water  forward,  and  went  into  the 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 20 
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cabin  to  find  out  the  cause.  I  tliere  found  Ensign  Chadwick  engaged  in  closing 
the  commtmicating  door  between  the  anclior-well  and  cabin.  I  assisted  him  in 
closing  this  door  and  securing  it,  (which  is  done  by  means  of  iron  tiuii-buckles 
and  bars,)  and  by  this  means  tlie  water  was  prevented  for  a  time  filling  up  the 
bilge.  I  then  went  into  the  engine-room,  and  ordeied  (me  Wortliington  pump 
started  to  pumping  out  the  bilge,  and  then  went  to  the  executive  officer,  and 
requested  that  the  limber-chains  might  be  hauled.  This  was  done,  and  I 
returned  to  the  engine-room,  and  theve  found  that  the  water  was  coming  aft 
very  fast.  I  ordered  the  remaining  Worthington  pump  started  and  the  cen- 
trifugal pump  cleared  and  got  ready  for  use.  I  Uien  went  back  into  the  cabin, 
and  saw  the  water  forcing  its  way  through  aD  sides  of  the  communicating  door, 
and  that  the  water  under  the  cabin  floor  covered  the  shot  and  shell,  and  was 
nearly  over  the  floor.  I  returned  to  the  engine-room,  and  ordered  the  cen- 
trifugal pump  started.  This  pump  worked  well,  but  drew  the  water  from  the 
bilge  faster  than  it  ran  through  the  limbei-s,  and  therefore,  for  a  time,  it  was 
Badcing. 

All  that  possibly  could  be  done  by  the  engineers  was  done,  as  is  plmuly  seen 
by  those  four  noble  fellows  dying  at  their  posts. 

The  vessel  (Weehawken)  having  been  twice  subjected  to  heavy  straining, 
(fii-st  while  ashore  near  Fort  Sumter,  and  lastly  while  beached  at  Port  Royal,) 
and  having  an  nnnsual  weight  of  ammunition  forward,  I  respectfully  submit  aa 
my  reasons  for  the  melancholy  loss.  As  fast  as  she  tilled  with  water  fonvard, 
so  much  more  did  it  pnll  her  down  by  the  head,  and  prevent  the  water  from 
running  aft;  and  I  believe  that  heavy  weight  of  ammunition  and  water  caused 
a  large  opening  between  the  overhang  and  hull. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  A.  ALLEN,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Aelmg  Second  Assutant  Engineer,- 
Late  Senior  Engineer  United  States  Steamer  Weehaioken. 

Eear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgbbn,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Co'nCg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


L. 

Flag-Stgameb  Philadelphia, 

Of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  December  7,  1863. 

9iR:  I  have  the  following  to  report  in  relation  to  the  disaster  on  the  ii-on- 
clad  Weehawken,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  instant,  as  came  under  my  obser- 
vation, viz : 

About  1  p.  m.  I  was  seated  in  the  wai-d-room,  when  my  first  apprehension  of 
any  unueuai  occurrence  in  regard  to  the  safety  or  sinking  of  tlie  Weehawken 
was  occasioned  by  the  pilot's  calling  my  attention  to  the  volume  of  water  flowing 
in  around  the  bulkhead  iron  door,  between  the  captain's  cabin  and  the  anchor- 
room,  which  was  closed  and  only  latched;  and  from  the  flow  of  tbe  water  in  at 
lihe  aides  of  the  door,  should  jndge  the  water  in  the  anchor-room  at  that  time  to 
be  about  eighteen  inches  deep.  This  water  was  flooding  the  cabin  floor.  I 
called  for  assistance.  Mr.  Allen,  tlie  chief  engineer,  came,  and  we  put  on  and 
screwed  up  the  cross-bars  to  the  door,  which  nearly  stopped  the  water  coming 
through.  The  water  i-ose  gradually  in  the  anchor-room,  as  indicated  by  the 
leak  about  the  door,  and  in  about  thirty  minutes  it  was  on  the  top  of  the  door. 
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I  next  saw  a  leak  around  tie  end  of  a  beam  in  executive  officer's  room,  on  star- 
board aide  forward,  and,  on  opening  a  Latcii  in  tlie  Btarboaid  forwai-d  room,  the 
water  came  up  over  the  floor. 

The  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  I  attribute  to  the  excessive  weight  of  ammu- 
nition, keeping  the  veaael  down  by  the  head,  causing  the  water  to  flood  the 
anchor-room  through  the  hawse-pipe;  thm  the  combined  weight  of  water  and 
ammunition  caused  the  ship  to  strain  and  lealt  badly  between  the  overhang  and 
the  hull  forward  when  in  a  sea  way ;  and,  lastly,  the  wat«r  would  not  flow  afl 
to  the  pumps,  making  it  impossible  to  free  her. 

Most  respectfully  submitted, 

BENJ.  H.  CHADWIOK, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 

Commander  J.  M.  Duncan. 


M. 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 
Of  Charleston,  S.  C,  December  7, 1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  enbrnit  the  following  state- 
ment io  relation  to  the  sinking  of  the  United  States  Monitor  Weehawken  on 
December  6. 

I  relieved  the  officer  of  the  deck  at  12  meridian,  noticing  that  we  were  shack- 
led on  to  a  buoy,  and  not  very  far  from  several  ateam-tugs  lying  at  anchor.  The 
wind  was  quite  fresh  from  northward  and  eastward,  and  a  pretty  heavy  sea  on, 
breaking  over  the  decks  forward,  which,  I  suppose,  is  a  common  occurrence  to 
tie  Monitora  during  rough  weather.  About  1  p.  m.  a  heavy  aea  partly  carried 
away  the  forward  liatch.     I  immediately  called  ai!  of  the  watch  on  deck. 

About  this  time  Lieutenant  Stuyveeant,  the  executive  officer,  came  on  deck  also. 
I  went  forward  with  the  watch  to  replace  and  secure  it,  and  found  the  battle-plate 
unshipped,  and  hanging  by  the  tackle.  This  was  placed  and  closed  down  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  room  which  had  been  closed  up  below  was  about  half 
full  of  water  before  the  battle-plate  could  be  shipped.  Acting  Master  Kiugsbuiy 
came  on  deck  about  now,  and  received  orders  from  the  executive  officer  to  veer 
away  chain,  which  was  done.  After  everything  was  secured,  Mr.  Stuyvesant 
told  me  to  go  below  and  change  my  clothing  for  a  dry  suit.  Before  arriving 
below,  I  observed  the  water  coming  over  the  door  from  the  anchor-room  into 
the  cabin.  Just  as  I  started  to  come  on  deck  the  water  came  up  through  the 
hatch  ia  my  room. 

"When  I  arrived  on  top  of  the  turret  the  order  was  sent  down  by  Mr.  Stuy- 
vesant for  everybody  to  come  on  deck.  Soon  after,  the  order  to  go  ait  and 
save  themselves.      Under  tlie  circumstances,  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great 


In  going  down  she  canted  over  to  starboard.  I  staid  aboard  until  a  heavy 
sea  washed  me  off,  when  I  made  a  spring  and  caught  hold  of  the  boat,  and  was 
hauled  in.  I  then  took  charge,  but  found  her  completely  unmanageable.  Her 
row-locks  were  gone,  and  all  we  could  do  was  to  keep  her  head  to  sea.  Finally 
we  were  picked  up  by  a  tug.boat. 

As  to  the  real  cause  of  her  filling  with  water,  I  am  not  able  to  state.  I  judge 
she  must  have  parted  the  "overhang"  from  the  main  hull.     The  anchor-room  is 
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Buppoaed  to  be  a  water-tight  compavtmeut,  which,  heing  filled  witii  water,  would 
not  affijct  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfullj',  your  obedient  scrTaiit, 

F.  N.  CEANDALL, 
Acting  Ensign,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlwrem, 

Comd'g  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


N. 

United  States  Stoubship  Supply, 
Off  Mm-ris  Island,  December  10,  1863. 

Sir  ;  In  ohedience  to  yonr  order,  I  tranamit  aa  aceoiint  of  what  I  saw  in 
reference  to  the  sinking  of  the  United  States  steam  iron-clad  battery  Weehaw- 
ken. 

The  first  intimation  that  I  had  of  anything  being  wrong  was,  upon  looking 
through  one  of  the  turret  ports,  I  aaw  that  the  forward  battle-plate  over  the 
captain's  hatch  had  been  washed  by  a  heavy  aea  out  of  its  place,  and  I  also 
saw  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  in  person,  having  it  put  in  its  place.  When,  abont  five  or 
ten  minutes  afterwarde,  I  irent  and  found  the  water  rushing  over  the  door 
leading  to  tlie  anchor -well,  whieh  was  dosed  but  not  secured;  fiuding  which,  I 
looked  for  and  found  the  croas-bara,  and  helped  to  secure  it.  The  pilot  was  in 
the  cabin  at  the  same  time.  I  also  had  the  hatches  taken  off  the  forward  ahot- 
lookers  to  let  the  water  run  aft  quicker  to  the  pumps.  After  seeing  all  secure, 
went  to  dinner,  thinking  that  the  water  would  soon  run  aft.  In  fifteen  minutes 
afterwards  heard  that  the  water  was  running  into  the  first  lieutenant's  room ; 
■went  to  see  what  could  be  done  with  it.  I  sent  for  padding  and  tallow,  and 
stopped  it  aa  far  as  possible.  Afterwards  1  went  to  look  at  the  cabin  again, 
tliinking  it  might  be  all  clear,  but  found  it  worse  than  ever,  but  did  not  think 
there  was  any  danger,  as  all  the  pumps  were  working  well ;  but  found  things 
still  getting  woi-se  and  the  water  still  rushing  into  the  ship.  I  also  thought 
that  the  ship  was  sinking  by  the  head,  and  upon  going  to  the  top  of  the  turret 
found  it  to  be  so ;  when  I  got  an  order  to  fire  a  gtrn,  but  could  not  do  so  for  the 
boats.  Heard  the  executive  officer  give  an  order  to  leave  the  ship  by  any  means 
in  our  power.  He  was  busy  at  that  time  with  signals.  Left  the  top  of  the  turret, 
and  held  the  boats  till  they  were  full  of  men,  and  got  washed  overboard,  bat 
got  into  the  boat  again. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours. 


r-Admiral  .T.  A.  DahlgreN; 
Co'imnanding  S.  A. 


0. 


WM.  E.  BATNE, 
Master's  Mate,  Acting  Gunner. 


Off  Morris  Island, 

Decemier  7,  1863. 


Sir  :  The  sinking  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken.  moored 
at  buoy  No.  2,  on  the  6th  instant,  in  my  opinion,  was  caused  by  leaving  the 
battle-plate  over  the  captain's  hatch  off  too  long,  causing  the  forecastle  to  be 
filled  with  water,  and  that,  coupled  with  extra  weight  of  shell,  caused  her  to  sink 
by  the  head,  preventing  the  water  from  going  aft ;  and  the  pressure  of  water 
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was  so  strong  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  burst  the  main  hull  from  the  overhang,  as 
all  the  leaks  atarled  ivere  fresli  ones. 

Sir,  I  remain,  Teiy  i-espectfiilly,  yomr  obedient  eervant, 

LEVI  JUMP,  Filot. 
J.  M.  Duncan, 

Late  Commander  of  U.  S.  Iron-clad  Weekawken. 


List  of  oncers  and  men  saved  front  the  United  Stales  steamer  Weekawken. 

Officers. — J.  M.  Duncan,  commander;  M.  S.  Stuyvesant,  lieutenant;  0.  0. 
Kingsbury,  acting' master;  E,  M.  Stein,  assistant  surgeoa;  P.  fi.  Stow,  acting 
assistant  paymaster;  J.  H.  Reed,  ensign;  B.  H.  Ohadwick,  acting  ensign;  F. 
H.  Oraiidall,  acting  ensign ;  J.  B.  A.  Allen,  acting  second  assistant  engineer ; 
William  E.  Bayne,  acting  meter's  mate;  Levi  Jump,  pilot. — Total,  11. 

M<M.. — John  Smith, firet  class  fireman;  John  Hurley,  do.;  John  Connolly,  do.; 
Edward  Olarkson,  do.;  Edwai-d  Can-,  do.;  David  H.  Serburae,  second  class  flre- 
man ;  James  Collins,  do. ;  James  Byers,  do. ;  Patrick  Eeatdon,  do. ;  Henry 
Sumner,  do. ;  Maurice  Phelan,  coal-heaver ;  Bernard  Oassiday,  do, ;  Thomas 
Hogan,  do.;  Thomas  Doran,  second  master;  C.  B.Brunn,  do.;  William  A.  Mun- 
son,  second  gunner ;  George  Crotta,  do. ;  William  Brown,  seaman ;  Michael 
Rice,  do. ;  John  WiUiams,  1st,  do, ;  William  A,  Davis,  do. ;  Thomaa  Goggin, 
captaia  of  hold ;  Carl  Grandmaa,  ordinaiy  eeaman ;  Edward  ChrlatenBon,  do. ; 
John  Waltei-s,  do. ;  Thomas  Bailey,  landsman ;  John  Nee,  do. ;  Stephen  McDon- 
ald, do. ;  L.  Johnson,  second  class  boy ;  Charles  Drage,  landsman ;  John  Russell, 
do.;  William  Batten,  do.;  Edward  Lewis,  do.;  Patrick  McGovern,  do,;  Matthew 
T.  Jackson,  do.;  Michad  Dunn,  do.;  John  Anderson,  do.;  E.  A.  Redding,  do.; 
Samuel  E.  Seaman,  do.;  James  T.  Brace,  do.;  Francis  Gallagher,  do.;  WiUiam 
H.  Dunbar,  do.;  William  Orange,  do.;  James  Kohlay,  do.;  Dan.  O'Brien,  do.; 
Hemy  Dobson,  ward-room  cook ;  Harry  Bead,  paymaster's  steward ;  Benjamin 
S.  Birdsal!,  doctor's  steward;  James  Hagan,  boatswain's  mate  on  board  the 
Home;  Waiiam  R.  Nongle. 

Missing. — Thomas  Piper,  second  master;    John  Scallen,  landsman;   

Buckley,  do. ;  John  Kerrigan,  do. ;  John  Carpenter,  do. ;  Joshua  Orogan,  second 
class  boy ;  Charles  F.  Davis,  first  class  fireman  ;  John  Williams,  2d,  landsman ; 
Charles  Wilson,  master-at-arms;  William  H.  Williamson,  captain's  cook;  Chris- 
tian Anderson,  ship's  cook ;  John  Rutledge,  landsman  ;  Ralph  Anderson,  do.; 
James  Gayhaa,  first  class  fireman;  Edward  Mullen,  second  class  fireman; 
Michael  Clines,  coal  heaver ;  James  Lenman,  second  class  fireman ;  Thomas 
Mee,  first  class  fireman;  Robert  Nugent,  coal-heaver;  George  M.  Leighton, 
first  class  fireman;  Thomas  Stothei's,  do.;  Stephen  0.  Hewman,  second  class 
fireman ;  Thomas  Donai'an,  ordinary  seaman ;  William  6.  Pike,  do. ;  Thomas 
Dowlin,  landsman ;  Thomas  A.  Mason,  yeoman,  (since  dead.) 


[Despatch  No,  351,] 

Flao-Steameb  Philadelphia, 
Of  Morris  Island,  December  39,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  order  of  the  department  directing  me  "  to  convene  a  court  of  in- 
quiry for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  the  facts  relating  to  the  sinking  of  the 
Weehawken"  has  been  received. 

Immediately  after  the  disaster  such  was  ordered.  The  commanders  of  three 
Monitors  were  selected  for  the  purpose.  (Lieutenant  CommMiders  Simpson, 
Davis,  and  Cornwell,)  as  better  quaMed  to  judge  by  theii-  experience  in  this, 
class  of  vessel.  ,  , 
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1  of  atonny  weather  lias  interfered  with  their  proceedings,  and 
required  their  personal  attention  to  their  own  vessels,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  soon 
completed  and  fonvarded  for  your  information. 

The  final  repair  of  the  Monitors  still  lingers.  The  Patapaco  and  Lehigh  are 
at  Port  Royal.  When  completed,  one  will  relieve  the  Nantucket,  and  the  other 
will  come  fliis  way.  When  I  look  back  at  my  own  anticipations  in  regard  to 
the  readiness  of  these  vessels,  I  confess  I  am  almost  in  despair.  All  that  I 
could  do  to  liasten  the  repair  I  have  done,  and,  it  may  be,  all  possible  despatch 
has  been  done.  However,  one  thing  is  certain  :  when  the  other  Monitors  are 
called  on  for  service,  no  one  of  these  shall  he  out  of  line. 

The  boilers  now  begin  to  be  troublesome,  and  I  have  just  called  the  Mon- 
tauk  down,  to  draw  her  fires  and  patch  np,  leaving  only  three  Monitors  above 
to  do  duty.  The  air-pump  was  also  disabled  this  morning  by  the  negligence  of 
an  engineer. 

There  is  almost  too  much  dependent  on  tlie  Monitoi-s  now  here.  There  is 
not  the  least  allowance  possible  for  accidents. 

My  notice  has  just  been  called  to  a  passage  in  Uie  correspondence  of  the 
Tribune  of  the  14th  of  December,  dated  "  Headquaitei-s  Depaitnient  of  the 
South,  December  6,"  which  attributes  the  delay  here  "to  instructions  from 
Washington." 

I  have  only  to  say,  that  no  person  has  ever  heard  me  say  anything  of  the 
kind,  nor  even  allude  to  the  views  of  the  department.  The  two  special  docu- 
ments from  the  department  have  not  left  my  own  custody,  nor  have  they  been 
Been  even  by  my  secretary,  nor  by  any  one  except  the  commanding  officers 
whom  I  convened  to  obtain  then'  opinions,  aa  dii'ected  by  the  department,  and 
by  General  GUlmore,  to  whom  the  department  directed  them  to  be  shown,  and 
I  feel  snre  that  nothing  ever  would  transpire  from  them. 

It  is  another  evidence  of  the  unscrupulous  propensity  with  which  some 
writers  are  possessed  to  make  news,  if  they  cannot  collect  it. 

The  infamous  abuse  which  these  gentlemen  have  lavished  on  me  for  some 
months  past  very  naturally  precludes  the  possibility  of  my  having  intercoiirac 
with  them. 

The  quantities  of  obstructions  which  were  washed  down  by  the  freshet 
proves  to  be  very  considerable.  I  saw  yesterday  a  string  of  railroad  bars  (23 
feet  long  each)  being  drawn  from  the  water,  linked  together,  the  wood  work 
gone,  and  have  been  told  that  33  of  tliem  have  been  beached,  which  would  have 
extended  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards. 

The  rebels  are  busy  at  work  on  a  now  iron-clad,  and  it  is  reported  to  bo 
neaily  plated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
ReaT-Admiral,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secratary  of  ike  Naoy,  Wasldnglon,  D.  C. 


■  Vmkd  Stales  ship  Supply,  of  Morris  Mnnd, 
he  fdhwing  order,  vii: 

Flag-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  December  7,  1863. 
Gentlemen  :  It  is  important  that  a  full  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the 
;aases  of  the  deplorable  disaster  that  befell  the  Weehawken  yesterday.     You 
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are  (lierefore  appointed  a  court  of  inquiry  to  aaeertain  the  facts  in  the  case, 
and  give  your  opinion  tliereou.  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Benjamin  F. 
Munroe  ifi  appointed  the  judge  advocate  of  said  court.  Tou  will  endeavor  to 
regulate  the  proceedings  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  your  duties  as  conunanders 
of  Monitors. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  jS.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Ooromander  E.  Simpson, 
Lieutenant  Commander  John  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Cornwull. 


10  o'clock  a.  M.,  December  10,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order.  Present:  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander E.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  Joha  L.  Davis,  and  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  J.  Comwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Benjamin  F.  Munroe, 
judge  adYocat«. 

The  court  was  duly  swora  by  the  judge  advocate,  and  the  judge  advocate 
was  duly  sworn  hy  tlie  presiding  officer  of  the  court. 

Commander  James  M.  Duncan,  late  of  the  Weehawken,  was  called,  but 
being  absent  on  doty,  eoald  not  attend.  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant,  late 
executive  officer  of  the  Weekawken,  was  called,  and  being  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.     What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  M.  S.  Stuyvesant;  lieutenant,  and  late  executive  ofiieer  of  the 
Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  what  you  know  of  the  causes  that  led  to 
the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  Ship  came  to  her  moorings  between  ten  and  eleyen  a,  m,  on  Sunday, 
6th  of  December,  1863;  wind  from  northeast,  fresh  breeze ;  spray  washing  over 
the  deck  and  fore-hatch  into  the  windlass-room.  The  battle-plate  being  np, 
one  end  of  the  battle-piate  resting  on  the  rabbet  of  the  hatch,  the  other  end 
being  triced  up  by  a  tackle  led  across  the  deck ;  the  berth-deck  battle-plate 
being  up  and  secured  in  the  same  manner.  We  were  made  fast  to  our  usual- 
moorings  {buoy  number  two)  by  a  chain  irom  our  on  deck  to  a  shackle 
on  the  buoy,  having  five  or  sii  fathoms  scope.  After  securing  to  the  buoy,  I 
gave  orders  to  bank  the  fires  as  usual,  being  a  standing  oidei-  of  the  ship  to 
keep  up  twenty-five  pounds  of  steam.  .  About  this  time  the  captain  left  the  ship, 
Oii  going  below,  I  noticed  the  water  slopping  in  undei-  the  forwar-d  cabin  door, 
a  temporary  wooden  door;  ordered  the  iron  door  to  be  secured;  this  was  a 
common  occurrence.  Shortly  after  twelve  o'clock  Ensign  J.  H.  Reed  came 
below  and  remarked  there  was  no  change  in  (he  weathei',  in  answer  to  a  question 
from  me,  and  that  she  was  riding  easy.  Some  time  after,  from  half  to  three- 
quartera  of  an  hour,  I  heard  the  watch  being  called  on  deck,  which  being  an 
unusual  occurrence,  and  the  officer  of  the  watch.  Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall, 
having  reported  for  duty  only  a  day  or  so  before,  I  went  up  to  ascertain  what 
he  wished  of  the  watch,  not  wishing  to  have  them  roused  out  unnecessarily.  I 
found  the  sea  and  wind  increased  considerably,  and  that  the  forward  hatch 
coaming,  which  was  shaped  like  a  hopper,  was  broken  by  the  sea,  and  the 
battle-plate  knocked  down  and  across  the  hatch,  but  not  so  as  to  prevent  a  lai^e 
poition  of  a  sea  from  going  into  the  anchor-room.  I  gave  ordei-s  to  have  the 
battle- plate  put  in  it^  place,  but  this  could  not  be  done  before  two  or  three  other 
seas  comiag  over,  nearly  filled  the  auohor-room.  I  then  veered  about  fifteen 
fathoms  of  the  mooriug  chain.     Then  closed  tl      '      >.>....      ■  .         i 


1  berth-deck  battle-plate;  also 
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ordered  the  limber  ehduB  to  be  hauled  previous  to  closing  the  berth-deck  battle- 
plate.  I  ordered  the  watch  to  go  below.  The  bilge  pumps  and  centrifugal 
pumps  were  all  started  at  about  this  time,  but  there  was  not  yet  sufBcient  water 
aft  to'  enable  the  suction  of  the  centrifugal  pump  to  work.  While  veering  chain- 
it  was  reported  to  me  that  there  was  a  leak  in  my  room.  While  on  my  way  to 
examine  it,  after  seeing  everything  properly  Becured  on  deck,  the  captain  of  the 
hold  reported  six  inchea  of  water  in  the  hold  abreast  the  berth-deck  hatch 
amidships,  which  I  regarded  as  evidence  that  the  water  from  the  windlass-room 
was  going  aft,  as  this  hold  had  heretofore  been  dry.  The  leak  in  my  room, 
which  was  the  after  wiugroom,  on  the  starboard  side,  was  round  tlie  edges  of 
one  of  the  beams  where  it  joined  tlie  side. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  "Wjlliam  E.  Bayne  was  engaged  in  calking  it  up,  and 
said  it  cordd  be  #asily  stopped,  and  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  anything  serious. 
Then  I  went  forward  into  the  cabin  and  fonnd  the  water  making  its  way  in  over 
the  upper  edges  of  the  forward  cabin  iron  bulkhead  in  small  streams.  Had  the 
covers  taken  off  the  cabin  shot-lockers,  filled  with  fifteen-inch  solid  aud  cored 
shot,  to  let  the  water,  in  the  bdge.  Then  went  on  deck  and  ordered  signal  to  be 
made  that  tbe  captain  was  needed  on  board,  be  being  on  hoard  the  fiag-ship, 
near  at  hand ;  also  ordered  Acting  Master  Kingsbury  to  keep  the  limbers  clear. 
Some  little  time  was  lost  in  getting  signals  out,  and  the  first  number  was  just 
answered  when  I  noticed  tbe  vessel  settling  by  the  head  and  at  the  same  time 
canting  to  Btai'boai-d.  I  ordered  everybody  on  deck,  sending  messengei's  below 
for  that  purpose,  and  tlie  senior  engines,  Actmg  Secood  Assistant  Engineer  J. 
B.  A.  AUen,  jr.,  to  send  all  out  of  tlie  fire-room.  Ordered  signals  to  be  changed 
to  one  for  assistance,  which  was  answered.  Up  to  the  time  signals  were  made 
for  assistance  I  did  not  consider  the  ship  iu  any  danger.  Thinking  the  captain 
would  prefer  to  be  on  board  under  the  circumstances,  I  had  ordered  signals  to 
be  made  accordingly,  and  the  canting  to  starboard  was  the  first  indication  I  had 
of  hei'  being  in  a  sinking  condition.  We  had  two  boats  made  fast  to  the  stern. 
As  fast  as  the  men  came  up,  I  ordered  them  aft  to  the  boats.  Acting  Ensign 
Chadwick  I  ordered  below  to  get  life-preservers,  at  his  own  saggestion.  He  re- 
turned, driven  back  by  the  water,  the  vessel  sinking  so  rapidly.  In  my  opinion 
not  more  than  two  minutes  elapsed  from  the  time  she  canted  to  starboard  until 
she  disappeared.  Acting  Master  Kingsbury  staid  below  until  tbe  last  moment, 
driving  the  men  on  deck.  No  report  had  been  made  to  me  of  leaks,  other  than 
the  one  in  my  own  room.  I  had  noticed  as  soon  as  the  windlass-room  filled 
with  water  that  it  appeared  to  bring  the  ship  on  an  even  keel ;  previously  she 
trimmed  two  feet  by  the  stem.  She  remained  in  this  position  about  half  an  hour 
before  canting  to  starboard. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  How  soon  after  you  received  the  report  from  the  cap- 
tain of  the  hold  that  there  were  five  inches  of  water  in  tbe  hold  did  you  receive 
the  report  that  the  centrifiigal  pnmp  was  throwing  water? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  definitely.  I  should  judge  the  centrifugal  pump  was 
working  well  twenty  mimites  before  she  sank. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  receive  a  second  report  of  the  depth  of  water 
in  the  hold  I 

Answer.  None. 

Question  by  the  court.  Had  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  depth  of 
water  was  increasing  gradually  in  the  hold,  or  do  you  of  your  own  knowledge 
know  that  the  water  accumulated  in  the  vessel  previous  to  tbe  moment  when 
she  filled  and  went  down  1 

Answer.  Had  no  knowledge. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  the  battle-plate  or  fore  hatch  was  put  down, 
was  it  secured  there  fi-om  below  or  by  any  means  on  deck  ? 

Answer,  It  was  not  secured  from  below.  Wc  could  not  get  at  it ;  neither 
was  it  secured  on  deck. 


AKMOKED    VESSELS.  313 

Question  by  the  court.  Wliat  do  you  understaud  to  have  been  tte  depth  of 
water  in  the  vessel  when  the  captain  of  tlie  hold  reported  five  inches  in.  the 
hold? 

Answer,  Five  inches  above  the  flooring  of  the  hold. 

Question  by  the  court.  "Was  tlie  berth-deck, battle-plate,  and  the  one  over  the 
fire-room  secured  from  the  time  the  vessel  was  making  water  up  to  the  time  ahe" 
went  down  1 

Answer.  They  were  closed,  but  not  secured. 

Qtiestion  by  the  court.  Was  there  any  way  for  tbe  people  in  the  fire-room  to 
get  out  of  the  ship,  except  through  the  passage  leading  to  the  berth  deck  ? 

Answer.  Hone,  unless  they  could  raise  the  fire-room  battle-plate  from  below. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  there  a  jackass  ou  the  chain  leadiag  out  of  the 
hawse-pipe,  and  was  there  one  always  used  in  rough  weather? 

Answer.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  forward  cabin 
bulkhead  open  or  shut? 

Answer.  Don't  know.  To  the  best  of  my  belief  it  was  open,  as  the  water 
ran  aft  fi-eely.  Do  not  know  that  there  was  a  valve ;  never  saw  or  heard  of  it; 
had  understood  there  was  a  water  communicatiou  from  the  windlass-room,  to  the 
pumps. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  water  in  the  windlass-room,  at  the  time  the 
leak  in  your  room  was  discovered,  on  a  level  with  that  leali  1 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  belief  it  was. 

Question  by  the  courts  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken 
as  executive  officer  1 

Answer.  Since  the  18th  of  October,  1863. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  here  read  over  to  him ;  he  pronounced  it 
correct. 

J.  B,  A.  Allen,  jr.,  acting  second  assistant  engin 
the  Weehawken,  being  called  and  sworn,  testiiiecTas 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  J.  B.  A.  Allen,  jr.,  acting  second  assistant  engineer. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  Were  you  the  senior  engineer  of  the  Weehawken? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  what  you  know  of  the  cause  that  led  t» 
the  sinking  of  the  Weekawken. 

Answer.  At  9  a.  m.  last  Sunday  I  made  my  usual  visit  around  that  part  of 
tlie  vessel  belonging  to  the  engineer's  department.  Feeling  indisposed,  I  retired 
to  my  room.  Soon  after  I  heard  a  rash  of  water  forward.  I  jumped  up  and 
went  into  the  captain's  ciibin  to  find  out  the  cause,  and  there  found  Ensign 
Chadwick  had  closed  the  communicating  iron  door  leading  from  the  windlass- 
room  to  the  cabin.  I  saw  water  running  under  the  door.  I  assisted  Mr.  Chad- 
wick in  securing  it  by  the  cross-bars  and  tum-bnckles.  Heard  some  one  re- 
mark that  the  water  was  caused  by  the  battle-plate  being  off,  and  the  sea  wash- 
ing over  the  hatch.  Having  seen  the  door  secured,  I  went  on  deck  and  saw  the 
battle-plate  had  beeu  put  on.  Went  down  in  the  engine-room ;  the  water  there- 
was  not  higher  than  usual  in  the  bilge.  I  ordered  one  Worthingtnn  pump 
started  to  pump  the  bilge,  then  went  on  deck  and  requested  the  executive  officer, 
Lientenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant,  to  send  men  down  to  haul  the  limber  chains.  ■ 
Men  were  sent.  I  went  into  the  cabin,  and  while  they  were  hauling  them  asked 
if  they  worked  free ;  told  mc  yes.  I  then  went  hack  to  the  engine-room ;  saw 
the  water  was  running  aft  very  freely,  and  that  it  increased  in  the  bilge.  Ordered 
the  remaining  Worthington  pump  started,  pumping  the  hilge,  and  the  centrifugal 
pump  cleared  and  made  ready  for  iise.  I  returned  to  the  cabin,  and  found  Uie 
water  forcing  its  way  through  aU  sides  of  the  communicating  door.     I  raised 
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the  batches  of  the  cabin  floor,  and  endeavored  to  find  a  cock  leading  from  the 
water-tight  bulkhead  to  the  bilge.  I  was  unable  to  find  the  cock  on  account  of 
the  shot  or  shell.  I  then  concluded  it  was  best  not  to  open  this  door  and  allow 
the  water  to  run  in  the  bilge,  it  being  a  water-tight  compartment  and  the 
ship  being  theu  down  by  the  head,  canned  by  the  water,  shot,  and  shell.  On 
.looking  down  the  shot-locker  hatches,  I  found  the  water  was  over  the  shell,  and 
nearly  up  on  the  cabin  floor.  I  went  aft;  the  water  still  inci-eased  in  the  bilge 
aft  in  the  engine-room.  I  ordered  the  centi-ifugal  pump  started.  Thiis  pump 
worked  well,  but  drew  the  water  from  the  bilge  faster  tnan  it  would  run  aft.  I 
returned  to  the  cabin ;  there  found  about  four  inches  water  on  the  cabin  floor 
and  ward-room  floor.  Eeturaed  aft  to  the  engine-room;  found  the  water  much 
increased  there ;  noticed  the  pnmps  were  all  working  well,  and  then  went  up 
and  reported  to  the  executive  ofEcer  that  T  was  doing  all  I  could  in  the  engme- 
i-oom.  While  in  the  act  of  replying,  the  ship  heeled  over  to  starboard  very 
heavily.  I  again  asked  the  executive  officer  what  was  to  be  done.  At  that 
time  there  were  signals  flying,  which  I  understood  to  be  signals  for  assistance. 
The  executive  officer  asked  me  if  the  ship  was  ever  in  that  position  before.  I 
was  in  the  act  of  replying,  when  be  informed  me  he  had  passed  the  word  for  all 
hands  to  come  on  deck.  The  forward  part  of  the  vessel  was  then  some  distance 
under  water.  Seeing  that  she  was  sinking  very  rapidly,  I  first  thought  of  those 
in  the  engine-room ;  could  not  get  down  through  turret  on  account  of  the  crowd 
of  men  coming  up  the  hatch.  1  jumped  off  the  turret  ou  to  the  deck,  ran  for 
tlie  eugine-room  hatcli,  the  battle-plate  of  which  was  on  and  jumped  on  this 
batcli,  in  hopes  that  those  below  would  raise  it.  About  this  time  I  presume 
the  water  had  struck  tlie  fires,  and  the  steam  issuing  therefitm  suffocated  those 
in  the  engine-room,  the  ship  being  then  far  gone.  I  ran  aft  ind  jumpe  I  over- 
hoard,  and  swam  to  a  boat. 

Question  by  the  court.  You  have  stated  the  water  came  thiough  aiound  the 
door  leading  from  flio  windlasa-room  to  the  cabin.  Did  you  'ice  any  water 
■come  over  the  forward  cabin  bulkhead? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  You  have  stated  that  at  one  pejiod  the  t\  itei  did  not 
come  aft  siif&ciently  fast  to  eopply  tlie  centrifugal  pump.  Do  you  consider  that 
the  centrifugal  pump  would  have  been  able  to  keep  the  vessel  clear  if  tlie  only 
feed  of  water  had  been  through  tlie  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  forward  cabin 
bulkhead? 

Answer.  The  Worthington  pumps  would  have  been  able  to  keep  her  clear, 
provided  the  water  could  have  come  aft. 

Question  by  the  court.  To  what,  tlien,  do  you  charge  the  increase  of  water  in 
the  engine-room  when  you  made  the  last  visit  3 

Answer,  The  water  had  increased  to  such  a  height  forward  as  to  run  aft. 

Question  by  the  court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  increase  of  water  forward 
was  caused  by  the  water  ranning  into  the  hold  throngh  the  valve  at  the  bottom 
of  the  cabin  bulkhead,  or  that  water  ran  in  from  other  places  1  If  the  latter, 
state  your  reasons  for  such  an  opinion. 

Answer.  The  water  ran  in  from  other  places.  I  saw  water  running  in  from 
the  cabin -communicating  iron  door;  saw  a  leak  in  the  executive  ofScer's  room, 
and  also  one  in  the  room  of  the  master  of  the  ship. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  amount  of  ivater  large  that  came  in  around 
the  door  in  the  iron  bulkhead  t 

Answer.  Yes,  but  not  more  than  the  pumps  would  have  taken  out. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  extensive  were  the  leaks  in  the  executive  ofiicer's 
and  master's  room? 

Answer.  I  saw  tlie  water  coming  in  at  the  rate  of  two  to  three  gallons  per 
minute  in  the  executive  officer's  room,  and  about  the  same  in  the  master's  room. 
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Question,  by  the  coui't.  Do  you  consider  that  all  tlie  water  tliat  caused  like 
vessel  to  sink  came  into  her  through  the  windlass-room  1 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  In  what  other  way  could  water  have  got  into  herl 

Answer.  From  the  fact  of  seeing  water  coming  in  through  the  executive  offi- 
cer's room  and  the  master's  room,  I  judge  it  was  caused  by  an  opening  be- 
tween the  overhang  and  hull,  for  when  I  noticed  the  leak  it  appeared  to  me  to 
be  about  where  the  overhang  joined  the  hull. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  far  below  the  deck  was  it  that  you  noticed  the 
leak  ? 

Answer.  A  foot  and  a  half,  or  two  feet  and  a 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  yon  ever  seen  t 
any  large  quantity  of  water  in  her  1 

Answer.  I  have  not.  Have  seen  the  water  waah  over  tie  fire-room  plate  on 
the  passage  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Port  Royal. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  depth  of  water  in  the 
forward  part  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  you  refer  to  in  yonr  answer  to  the  last 
question  1 

Answer.  Have  no  idea. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  was  the  intei-val  between  the  time  that  you 
noticed  the  water  coming  through  all  sides  of  the  door  in  the  forwai-d  cabin  bulk- 
head and  that  at  which  the  vessel  filled  and  went  down  1 

Answei-.  Between  fifteen  and  thirteen  minutes. 

Question  by  the  court.  At  the  time  you  jumped  on  the  engine-room  hatch 
wiis  there  water  over  it,  and  could  it  be  opened  by  those  in  tlie  engine-room  1 

Answer.  The  water  was  on  tlie  starboard  side  of  the  vessel,  and  it  could  have 
been  opened  had  any  one  been  alive  or  there  to  do  it. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  there  any  other  way  by  which  information  could 
be  conveyed  to  the  engine-room? 

Answer.  None  other  but  by  passing  down  through  the  tuiTct. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  yon  know  if  the  people  in  the  engino-room  were 
informed  of  the  order  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck  t 

Answer.  I  believe  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  yon,  left  the  engine-room  hatch  did  you  con- 
sider all  had  been  done  to  communicate  with  the  people  down  there  ? 

Answer.  I  did  all  that  could  possibly  have  been  done. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken, 
and  how  long  as  senior  engineer? 

Answer,  Since  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
thi'ee,  and  about  two  months  as  senior  engineer. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  the  men  were  being  sent  up  from  the  berth  deck, 
could  the  word  have  been  passed  through  the  speaking-tube  into  the  engine- 
Answer.  I  believe  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  speaking-tube  c 
to  the  engine-room,  and  was  it  in  ordi 
sinking  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  tube  was  in  order. 

Question  by  the  court.  Wliy  could  not  the  tube  have  been  used  on  this  oc- 

Answor,  Because  from  the  excitement  on  the  bei'th-deck  and  in  the  turret 
chamber  at  the  time  the  word  was  passed  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck,  and  the 
noise  created  by  the  working  of  the  pumps,  I  doubt  if  anything  could  have  been 
Jicai-d  by  speaking  through  the  tube. 

Question  by  tlie  court.  Was  there  any  other  effort  made  for  the  presei-vation 
of  the  men  in  the  engine-room  t 
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Answer.  One  man  volunteered  to  go  down  into  the  engine-room.  I  permits 
ted  him  to  go,  and  preaumo  be  went,  as  lie  kaa  not  been  acconntcd  for.  His 
name  was  Robert  Kngent,  coal-heaver. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness  ;  he  delared  it  to  be  correct. 

The  court  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Friday,  December  11,  1863. 

United  States  Ship  Supply, 

December  15,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  gales  of  wind  having  prevented  their 
meeting  since  December  11,  1803. 

Present:  Lieutenan t 'Commander  E  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Ooinmander  J.  L. 
Davie,  Lieutenant  Commaiidei-  J.  J.  Gornwell;  Acting  Aesistaot  Paymaster  B. 
P.  Munroe,  judge  advocate.  The  proceedings  of  December  11, 1863,  were  then 
read  over  and  con-ected  by  the  court. 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  B.  A.  Allen,  jr.,  being  recalled,  testified 
as  follows : 

Question  by  the  court.  State  any  causes,  that  you  know  of,  which  have  opera- 
ted upon  the  Weehawken  to  produce  a  tendency  to  open  in  the  manner  tliat 
you  think  she  did. 

Answer.  From  the  heavy  straining  the  ship  got  while  ashore  near  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  while  beached  at  Port  Eoyal,  and  the  unusual  weight  of  ammunition  in 
the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  aad  the  shock  produced  by  the  sea  striking  xinder 
the  overhang,  I  think  had  a  tendency  to  weaken  her  in  those  parts  where  the 
overhang  joined  the  hull. 

Question  by  the  eoiirt.  How  much  was  the  unusual  weight  of  ammunition 
stowed  forward,  and  when  was  it  stowed  % 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  how  much  was  in  there ;  have  never  seen  the  vessel 
stowed  so  ftiU  before.     It  was  stowed  since  our  return  from  Port  Eoyal. 

Question  by  tlie  court.  When  you  fii-st  joined  the  Weehawken,  how  many 
inches  of  water  did  she  leak  per  hour  as  a  general  rule? 

Answer.  Sis  to  eight  inches  in  four  hours. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  any  increase  in  the  general  leak  perceptible  after 
the  causes  of  weakness  mentioned  by  you  in  answer  to  a  previous  question  ? 

Answer.  After  coming  off  the  beach  near  Sumter,  I  perceived  no  difference  in 
the  vessel  making  water.  After  coming  from  Port  Boyal,  and  while  at  sea  on 
our  way  to  Chaiipston,  a  leak  was  discovered  in  our  after  overhang,  the  water 
comiog  in  on  both  sides  adjoining  the  after  water-tight  bulkhead.  When  first 
discovered,  the  water  had  filled  the  overhang  as  high  as  the  man-hole  leading 
into  the  afler  overhang  of  the  vessel,  the  water,  turning  into  the  engineer  store- 
room. One  pump  kept  this  water  clear  by  only  occasionally  pumping  it  out. 
I  endeavored  to  find  out  Vhere  the  water  came  from;  could  not  on  account  of 
this  bulkhead.  After  arriving  inside  Charleston  bar,  and  in  smooth  water,  for 
some  reason  or  other  this  leak  stopped — troubled  us  no  further.  Ever  since  I 
had  been  attached  to  the  vessel  there  had  been  a  leak  on  the  port  side  of  the 
vessel,  about  even  with  the  deck,  in  the  engineer's  room. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  yon  ever  seen  the  cock  or  valve  leading  through 
the  forward  cabin  bulkhead,  and  was  it  the  custom  in  the  ship  to  keep  it  open 
or  shut  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  the  cock;  jadging  from  the  fact  of  there  being  one  in 
the  after  water-tight  bulkhead,  thought,  as  a  matter  of  course,  there  must  have 
been  one  in  the  forward  water-light  bulkhead. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  here  read  over  to  him;  he  pronounced  it 
correct. 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandell,  being  called  and  duly  swora,  testified  as 
follows  : 


H=.to=byGoOt^lC 


ARMORED   VESSELS.  317 

Question  by  jnclge  advocate.  State  what  you  know  of  the  cause  that  led  to 
the  sinking  of  tlie  Weehawken. 

Answer.  I  relieved  the  deck  at  about  ten  minutes  after  twelve  o'clock,  Do- 
cemher  6,  1863.  Noticed  we  were  shackled  to  a  buoy,  not  very  fai-  from  sev- 
eral tug-boats;  also,  it  was  blowing  quite  fresh  from  tbe  northeast,  an  occasional 
sea  br^ing  over  forward.  About  one  o'clock  a  heavy  sea  partly  carried  away 
the  forward  hatch  combing.  I  immediately  called  the  watch  on  deck.  About . 
the  time  the  watch  came  on  deck,  Lieutenant  Stuyveaant  came  up  also.  I  weut 
forward  with  the  men  and  found  the  battle  plate  was  unshipped,  hanging  in  the 
wind  lass-room  by  a  tackle.  Hauled  up  the  battle-plate  and  shipped  it  in  its 
proper  place  in  the  Latch  as  soon  aa  possible.  The  windlass-room  was  half  full 
of  water,  or  half  the  depth  of  the  winilass-roora.  About  this  time  Acting  Mas- 
ter Kingsbury  came  on  deck.  He  was  ordered  by  Lieiitenant  Stuyveaant  to 
veer  chain,  which  was  doue.  I  had  the  gig  called  away  (by  orders)  and  man- 
ned. Sent  her  alongside  the  flag-ship  for  Captain  Duncan.  After  the  battle- 
plate  was  placed  down  and  the  chaJn  veered.  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  told  me  to 
go  below  and  put  on  a  dry  suit  of  clothes.  I  went  below.  The  water  was  juat 
beginning  to  wash  in  over  the  windlass-room  door.  WhUe  I  was  changing  my 
clothes  1  heard  the  water  flowing  in  much  more  rapidly  over  the  door;  thought 
I  heard  the  water  rushing  between  the  wood  and  the  iron  at  the  side  of  my 
room.  I  occupied  the  starboai'd  forward  room.  After  I  had  put  on  my  dry 
clothing.  Acting  Ensign  Ghadwick  came  down  and  went  in  my  i-oora;  he  raised 
the  hatch  in  the  deck  to  get  at  the  life-preservers.  I  noticed  the  water  rushed 
up  right  away  in  the  room.  I  then  made  my  way  up  through  the  turret,  and 
about  the  time  I  arrived  on  top  of  the  turret,  Lieutenant  Stuyveaant  sent  word 
down  for  everybody  to  come  on  deck.  I  noticed,  also,  they  were  signalling. 
Soon  after  the  order  waa  given  for  eveiybody  to  come  on  deck,  another  order 
was  passed  by  Lieutenant  Stuyveaant  to  go  aft  and  save  themselves.  The 
veasd  went  down  very  quick. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  waa  the  main  or  berth  deck  hatch  closed,  and 
was  it  secured  down? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  was  below. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  the  battle-plate  waa  put  on,  you  say  the  wind- 
lass-room waa  half  full  of  water,  hut  when  you  went  below  to  change  your 
clothes  yon  noticed  the  water  coming  in  over  tlie  door  in  the  water-tight  bulk- 
head.    To  what  do  you  charge  this  increase  of  water  in  the  windlass-ioom? 

Answer.  I  know  little  of  the  construction  of  these  veasels.  The  real  cause 
I  am  not  able  to  state;  my  supposition  is,  the  overhanging  parted  from  the 
main  hull. 

Question  by  the  court.  At  the  time  the  rush  of  water  was  heard  by  you,  at 
the  side  of  your  room,  what  was  its  height  from  the  deck  in  your  room,  and 
where  did  it  come  fromj 

Answer.  I  should  judge  between  aix  and  seven  feet.  I  do  not  know  where 
it  came  from. 

Question  by  the  court.  Aa  officer  of  the  deck,  did  you,  or  any  one  to  your 
knowledge,  order  the  forward  batUe-plate  secured  below? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  tbe  turret  keyed  up,  and  did  any  water  wash  in 
the  vessel  under  it ;  and  if  ao,  in  what  quantity? 
Answer.  Do  not  know. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken, 
and  in  what  capacity  1 

Answer.  I  waa  attached  to  her  about  two  days,  as  acting  ensign. 
Qneation  by  the  court.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  cock,  or  valve,  communicating 
through  the  water-tight  bulkhead  forward  ? 
Answer.  No. 
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Question  by  the  court.  What  was  the  interval  of  time  that  elapsed  hetween 
the  pntting^^on  the  battle-plate  forward  and  your  going  below  to  change  your 
elothea? 

Answer.  About  half  an  hour. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness;  lie  pronounced  it  connect. 

Ensign  J.  H.  Keed  being  called,  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  foliowa; 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  J.  H.  Reed,  ensign,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  I  gave  up  charge  of  the  deck  at  ahoirt  twenty  minutes  after  IS 
o'clock,  December  6,  1863.  I  went  below,  shifted  myself,  and  came  out  of  my 
room  at  about  fifteen  minutes  after  one.  I  then  saw  the  senior  engineer  and 
Acting  Ensign  Chadwick  engaged  in  closing  the  iron  door  connecting  the  wind- 
lass-room and  captain's  cabin ;  the  water  was  then  leaking  through  around  the 
cracks  of  the  door,  about  half  way  up.  I  then  sat  down  to  my  dinner,  and  got 
through  about  2  o'clock,  and  then  took  another  look  into  the  captain's  cabin ; 
the  water  then  was  not  leaking  through  so  high  up  as  when  the  door  was  first 
closed.  I  then  looked  into  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant's  room;  saw  the  water  was 
then  leaking  through  the  inner  planking  of  the  ship,  a  little  above  half  way  he- 
tween the  two  decks — a  leak  about  four  or  five  feet  long,  and  three-eightlis  of  an 
inch  wide.  1  staited  to  go  on  the  turret;  met  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  on  the 
berth-(ieck  ;  told  him  his  room  was  adrift.  Then  went  on  top  of  the  turret  and 
sat  down.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  directed  me  to 
make  eiguals,  "Captain  needed  on  board."  I  bent  on  the  first  number,  signify- 
ing ''  captain,"  and  a  few  minutes  after  hoisted  it.  The  ship  then  commenced 
to  settle  quickly  by  the  bead,  and  I  was  ordered  to  make  signals  for  assistance, 
I  immediately  hoisted  No.  82;  "Assistance,  I  am  in  want  of,"  having  hardly 
time  to  have  the  signal  hoisted  before  she  canted  on  her  starboard  side,  and 
commenced  sinking  very  rapidly. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  amount  of 
water  which  caused  the  Weehawken  to  sink  accumulated  gradually  in  her  hold, 
or  that  it  came  in  suddenly  1 

Answer.  It  came  in  suddenly;  because,  if  it  had  been  gradually  accumula- 
ting, 1  think  she  would  have  sunk  down  by  the  head,  so  the  officers  would  have 
all  noticed  it. 

Question  by  the  court.  From  the  time  that  tlie  windlass-room  was  closed  to 
the  time  of  the  sinking  of  the  vessel,  were  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  ob- 
servations made  of  the  amount  of  water  running  into  the  hold  1 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  cock  or  valve  opening  through 
the  watei'-tight  bulkhead  forward? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  water  rushing  dowu  the  forward  hatch  before  or 
at  the  time  you  were  relieved  ? 

Answer.  No  water  going  down  that  I  know  of.     The  hattlc-plate  being 

up,  the  water  was  washing  over  the  b ,  but  not  high  enough  to  go  over  the 

false  coaming. 

Question  hy  the  court.  When  you  saw  the  water  the  first  time  leaking  around 
the  windlass-room  door,  did  or  did  you  not  apprehend  a  serious  leak  in  the- 

Answer.  Not  a  serious  one. 

Qaeation  by  the  court.  Was  the  turret  keyed  up  or  not  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question  by  the  court.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  rapid  filling  and  sinking; 
the  vessel  ? 
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Answer.  I  was  on  top  of  the  turret  when  she  commenced  to  sink,  and  as  I 
had  not  noticed  before  that  her  hows  were  much  down  hy  the  head,  I  think  her 
rapid  sinking  was  caused  by  the  leak  in  Lieutenant  Stwyveaant'a  room  suddenly 
enlarging. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  yon  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  if  the  hatches 
were  secured  down  in  their  places? 

Answer.  I  know  they  were  down,  but  I  never  have  seen  them  secured  down. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  had  you  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken  ? 

Answer.  I  think  about  one  month  and  one  day. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  done  with  the  signal-book  when  the  vessel ' 
sank  1 

Answer.  Left  on  top  of  the  turret. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  to  the  witness.     He  pronounced  it  correct. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  December  IG,  1863. 

U.  S.  Ship  Supply,  December  19,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  gales  of  wind  having  prevented  their 
meeting  since  December  15, 1803.  Present :  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson ; 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis  ;  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  ComwcU; 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B.  F.  Mnnroe,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  December  15,  1863,  were  then  read  over,  and  corrected 
by  the  com-t. 

Pilot  Levi  Jump  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows.: 

Question  bj' judge  advocate.  What  ia  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service* 

Answer.  Levi  Jump,  southern  coast  pilot,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  couit  what  yon  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  tie  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock  I  came  on  deck  on  Sunday,  December 
6,  1863,  on  top  the  turret;  wiud  from  northeast,  blowing  fresh,  with  some  sea 
making  over  the  bows  of  the  vessel,  and  at  that  time  the  officer  of  the  deck 
ordered  a  tarpaulin  to  be  pat  over  the  hatch  that  leads  into  the  windlass  room, 
the  battle-plate  of  the  forward  hatch  that  leada  into  the  windlass-room  being  up. 
After  a  few  minutes  there  were  four  seas  shipped  over  the  bows,  that  caused  the 
battle-plate  to  be  nnshipped  and  fall  down  into  the  windlass-room,  and  hang  by 
the  tackle.  That  instant,  the  officer  of  the  deck  called  the  watch  ;  with  the 
assistance  of  Lieutenant  Stnyvesant  replaced  the  battle-plate,  and  a  bucket  of 
tallow  was  called  for  to  place  over  the  seams.  The  sea  was  so  rough  they 
cotdd  not  get  the  tallow  into  the  seams.  A  few  minutes  after,  the  ward-room 
boy  reported  tn  me  that  dinner  was  ready.  At  that  time  Lieutenant  Stnyvesant 
ordered  chain  to  be  given,  which  was  done  by  Acting  Master  Kingsbury,  to 
make  the  ship  ride  easy.  At  that  time  I  returned  to  the  ward-room,  but  I  went 
to  the  captain's  cabin  and  fonad  the  windlass-room  full  of  water,  and  running 
over  the  top  of  the  iron  door  that  leads  into  the  captdn's  cabin.  At  that  time 
Senior  Engineer  Allen  was  securing  the  tum-buckles  of  the  iron  door,  to  make 
it  water-tight.  He  took  up  the  hatch^  in  the  captain's  cabin,  to  let  the  water 
into  the  bilge.  At  that  time  I  did  not  think  it  serious,  thinking  the  water  would 
run  aft  to  the  pumps,  I  returned  to  my  dinner.  After  being  at  my  d.inner  a 
few  minutes,  the  wai-d-room  boy  came  from  Lieutenant  Stayvesant's  room  and 
reported  the  water  wae  running  in.  I  went  there  and  foand  the  water  running 
in  over  the  top  of  the  ceiling,  about  a  foot  below  the  deck.  I  then  returned  to 
the  captain's  cabin,  and  found  the  water  still  nisbing  in,  and  the  men  were  work- 
ing the  limber  chains.  I  found  the  vessel  was  settling  by  the  head.  I  retarned 
to  the  engine-room.  I  found  all  the  pumps  at  work.  The  water  was  just 
awash  over  the  fire-room  floor.  I  returned  then  to  the  captain's  cabin,  and 
found  the  water  fully  three  inches  on  the  cabin  iloor,  and  running  into  thewai-d- 
room  over  the  b on  the  deck.     I  then  returned  to  the  berth  deck;  found  the 
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water  was  coming  over  the  deck,  tlirough  the  hatches.  At  that  inatant  I  heard 
Lieotenant  Stuyveaant  sing'out  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck  and  save  theni- 
selvea,  or  words  to  that  effect.  The  battle-plate  of  th'e  berth  deck  was  shut 
down  ahout  fifteen  minutes  after  the  one  over  the  windlaas-room.     The  battle- 

?late  of  the  berth-deck  hatch  was  not  secured;  the  tuni-bucklea  were  not  on. 
a  obedience  to  orders,  I  immediate!?  came  ou  deck,  and  found  the  vessel  sink- 
ing by  the  head,  tlie  top  of  the  ventilator  jaatOTit  of  water.  I  then  jumped  from 
the  top  of  the  turret  aft,  and  ran  for  the  boats. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  yoa  have  any  idea  that  the  vessel  was  likely  to 
fill  and  go  down  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  until  within  five  minutes  before  she  went  down. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  consider  that  anything  could  have  been  done 
during  that  five  minutes  that  was  not  done,  which  might  have  saved  the  vessel, 
or  any  of  the  crew  who  wei-e  drowned  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  the  crew  could  have  been  got  on  deck  if  tliey  had  had  warning. 

Question  by  the  eonrt.  As  the  pilot  of  the  vessel,  did  yon,  or  did  you  not, 
suggest  to  the  commanding  officer  what,  in  your  opinion,  was  necessary  to  be 
done,  under  the  cii-cnrastances,  to  save  the  vessel  from  sinking  in  the  depth  of 
water  she  didl 

Answer.  I  did  not,  as  Captain  Colhona,  lately  in  command  of  the  Weehawken, 
■  and  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant,  gave  me  orders  to  have  nothing  to  say  or  do,  only 
when  called  on ;  tliat  I  was  pilot,  topoint  out  deep  water. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  cock  or  valve  at  the  bottom 
of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  forward,  and  was  it  the  cnatom  to  keep  it  Open  or 
■  shut? 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  it.     1  don't  know  what  the  custom  was. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  Where,  in  your  opinion,  did  the  water  come  in  that 
eanaed  the  sinking  of  the  vessel? 

Answer.  Through  the  hawse-pipe,  and  through  the  forward  hatct.  '' 

Question  by  the  court.  How  much  do  you  think  the  vessel's  draught  was 
changed  by  the  ammunition  lately  taken  in  1 

Answer.  Customarily  she  has  been  a  foot  by  the  stem;  after  the  ammunition 
was  in,  only  eight  inches,  which  I  found  out  by  the  marks  used  for  that  purpose. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness,  and  he  pronounced  it  correct. 

E.  M.  Stein,  assistant  surgeon,  being  called  and  duly  awom,  testified  as 
follows : 

Qnestion  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  Edward  M.  Stein,  assistant  surgeon,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Question  by  jndge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  The  principal  cause  that  I  know  wj^  the  filling  of  the  windlass-room 
with  water  so  suddenly  as  to  cause  the  vessel  to  incline  down  by  the  head,  and 
thus  preventing  the  water  from  running  aft  to  the  pumps.  This  is  the  only 
direct  cause  I  know.  I  siippose  that,  aftei'  the  vessel's  head  was  submerged, 
there  was  a  continuous  sti-eam  running  through  the  hawse-hole,  which  caused  a 
further  accumulation  of  water  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel — sufficient,  in 
my  opinion,  to  cause  her  to  sink. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  the  water 
accumulated  gradually  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  or  that  the  water  that  caused 
her  to  sink  came  in  suddenly? 

Answer.  I  infer  the  water  came  in  gradually.  I  saw  the  water  rise  gradually 
on  the  cabin  floor  and  ward-room  floor. 

Question  by  the  court,  How  deep  was  the  water  on  the  deck  in  the  ward-room 
when  you  left  the  ward-room  t 
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Answer.  It  was  deeper  forward  than  aft ;  in  the  deepest  part  about  two  or 
tliree  inches. 

Question  hj  the  court.  How  Boon  did  the  vessel  sink  after  ynn  left  the  wai-d- 
roomt 

Answer,  I  should  say  about  a  quarter  of  an  honr. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  remark  any  leaks  in.  any  of  the  rooms  1 

Answer.  No  ;  beard  thei'e  was  a  leak  in  Mr.  Kingsbury's  room ;  also  in  Lieu- 
teDant  Btoyvesant's  room. 

Question  by  the  court.  At  the  time  all  hands  were  ordered  on  deck,  do  you 
know  if  the  sick  were  saved  or  lost  1 

Answer,  I  infer  they  were  all  on  deck,  as  those  I  met  were  nil  tending 
towards  the  turret.  There  were  only  about  five  on  the  sick-list,  and  all  able  to 
go  on  deck. 

The  testimony  was  here  road  to  the  witness;  he  pronounced  it  correct. 

Frederick  R.  Stow,  acting  assistant  pay  master,  being  called  and  duly  sworn, 
testified  as  follows ; 

Q.nestion  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service  ? 

Aoswer.  Frederick  E.  Stow;  acting  assistant  paymaster,  late  of  the  Wee- 
hawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  f 

Answer.  Sunday  morning,  December  6,  1863,  I  went  on  deck  at  twenty 
minutes  of  twelve;  wentupon  the  turretandconveraed  with  the  officer  of  the  deck, 
Mr.  Itced.  I  was  up  there  till  he  was  relieved,  which  was  about  twelve  o'clock. 
The  wind  was  blowing  fresh,  the  deck  so  wet  you  could  not  walk  about.  By 
the  time  the  ofEcer  of  the  deck  was  relieved,  the  wind  and  sea  had  increased 
considerably.  I  then  went  helow;  some  of  the  officers  asked  me  how  the 
weather  was.  I  told  them  the  sea  was  running  high ;  it  was  a  fine  sight,  and 
they  had  better  go  up  and  look  at  it.  I  remiuned  below  until  I  went  on  deck 
for  the  last  time.  I  made  one  attempt  to  go  up,  but  I  was  stopped  by  so  much 
water  coming  down  the  berth-deck  hatch.  In  the  vicinity  of  half-past  one 
o'clock  I  noticed  Mr.  Chadwick,  Mr.  AUen,  and  one  of  the  ward-room  boys, 
putting  the  bars  on  the  bulkhead  door,  between  the  cabin  and  windlass -room, 
and  in  a  short  time  I  noticed  the  water  pouring  over  the  top  of  the  door,  and 
tirough  the  sides  of  it.  It  was  flooding  the  floor  so,  they  took  up  the  hatches 
to  have  the  water  run  off  from  the  floor  to  the  bilge.  I  went  into  my  room  sev- 
eral times  and  heard  the  water  rushing  under  the  floor.  I  noticed  it  through 
the  air  register.  I  had  never  heard  any  water  underneath  before.  I  went  to 
the  doctor  and  asked  him  if  he  had  ever  heard  it  underneath  before  in  that 
great  gale  they  had  coming  out.  He  told  me  yes,  he  had  seen  as  much  water 
then.  I  think  it  was  a  little  after  two  when  I  sat  down  to  dinner ;  spent  about 
twenty  minutes  at  table.  When  I  got  up  from  the  table  I  went  to  iny  room ; 
noticed  the  depth  of  water  had  increased.  The  water  was  neaier  the  register 
than  when  I  sat  down  to  dinner.  I  noticed  the  water  leaking  through  the  aide 
of  the  ship  in  my  room,  near  the  beam  on  the  top,  and  in  vai'ilius  places  down 
the  sides.  I  never  knew  a  drop  of  water  to  come  in  my  room  before  from  that 
sonree.  Went  from  my  room  to  Acting  Master  Kingsbury's  room ;  it  was  leak- 
ing in  his  room  worse  than  in  mine ;  and  I  went  from  there  to  Lieutenant 
Stuyvesant's  room ;  the  water  was  pouring  in  there  tremendously.  I  went  back 
into  my  room,  and  again  asked  Doctor  Stein,  "  Now,  Doctor,  did  you  ever  see 
anything  in  that  great  gale  like  this?"  He  said  no.  I  stoopej  over  the  register; 
the  water  underneath  dashed  ap  in  my  face.  I  stepped  back  to  wipe  the  water 
off  my  face.  The  water  washed  up  again,  raised  the  hatch,  and  raised  my 
iron  safe  that  was  on  it,  and  dropped  it  again  heavily.  It  was  then  I  noticeda. 
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very  gi'eat  inclination  of  tie  vessel  hj  tie  iead.  I  then  immediately  took  my  over- 
coat and  went  on  deck.  When  I  got  on  top  of  the  turret  Mr.  Reed  was  just  haul- 
ing down  a  signal,  and  immediately  hoisted  another.  I  looked  at  her  bows  ; 
they  were  submerged;  should  think  the  water  was  about  two  feet  deep  at  her 
forward  flag-ata£F.  Immediately  after  the  last  signal  was  hauled  down,  Lieuten- 
ant Stuyvesant  gave  orders  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck.  About  three  orfonr 
minutes  after  that  the  order  was  passed  for  the  men  to  go  aft  and  get  into  the 
boats.  I  fell  off  the  turret,  and  was  j>ieked  op  and  passed  into  one  of  the  boats 
by  tjuartermaater  Brown.  I  noticed  after  I  was  in  the  boat  the  vessel  careened 
to  starboard  and  went  down. 

Question  by  the  comt.  Do  you  consider  that  the  ■whole  amount  of  water  that 
caused  the  vessel  to  sink  came  in  through  the  windlass-room  t 

Answer.  No  ;  do  ^not  think  it  did,  because  I  saw  it  mn  in  freely  from  other 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  save  the  accounts  of  tbfc  officers  and  men 
and  the  funds  belonging  to  the  government? 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  the  amount  of  money  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment at  the  time  the  vessel  sunk,  and  where  was  it  1 

Answer.  About  four  hundred  dollars,  in  the  safe. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness,  and  he  pronounced  it  to  be 
correct. 

Acting  Ensign  Chadwick  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  Benjamin  H.  Chadwick;  acting  ensign,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  On  the  sixth  of  the  present  month,  about  half-past  one,  the  first 
knowledge  I  had  of  anything  being  unusual,  the  pilot,  Levi  Jump,  eam.e  down 
and  called  my  attention  to  die  quantity  of  water  in  the  windlass-room,  coming 
through  the  bulkhead  door  around  the  edges,  the  door  being  closed  and  latched. 
The  water  indicated  a  deptli  of  about  eighteen  inches  in  the  windlass-room 
above  the  bottom. of  the  communicating  door.  The  bars  lay  there,  but  were 
not  put  on.  I  called  for  assistance  to  put  them  on.  Mr.  Allen,  senior  engineer, 
came  and  assisted  me  in  putting  on  the  bare.  I  took  the  hand  screws  belonging 
to  the  upper  or  third  bar  and  laid  them  on  the  deck,  while  placing  the  upper 
bar,  when  the  hatch  was  suddenly  opened,  and  the  water  carried  the  screws 
down  into  the  shot  locker.  We  then  tried  to  lift  the  shot  up,  but  they  were  too 
heavy.  I  then  trieSto  assist  Mr.  Allen  in  getting  shot  away  to  open  a  valve  or 
plish.  Two  hatches  were  left  off  to  let  the  water  run  off  into  the  lower  hold.  I 
cock,  to  let  the  water  from  the  windless-room  run  aft,  which  we  failed  to  accom- 
watcbed  the  rise  of  the  water  in  the  windlass-room,  by  its  coming  in  around  the 
edge  above  the  second  bar.  It  was  about  thirty  minutes  before  it  came  over 
the  top  from  the  second  or  middle  bar.  I  next  saw  a  leak  in  the  after  state- 
room on  the  starboai-d  side  around  the  end  of  one  of  the  main  beams ;  it  seemed 
to  have  a  gi-eater  or  less  force  at  intervals,  caused  by  the  working  or  straining 
of  the  vessel.  I  went  on  deck  about  ten  minutes  after  two ;  found  Lieutenant 
Stuyvesant  in  charge  of  the  deck.  He  asked  me  to  relieve  him  while  he  went 
down  on  the  berth  deck,  which  I  accordingly  did,  lie  returned  in  a  few 
moments  in  company  with  Ensign  Eeed,  signal  officer.  The  vessel  was  then 
with  her  bows  two  feet  under,  indicated  by  the  flag-staff  forward ;  made  signals, 
and  ordered  me  to  go  and  get  out  life-preservers.  I  went  with  the  captain  of 
the  hold,  Thomas  Gaggin,  to  the  forward  state-room  ou  the  starboard  side,  in 
the  waid-TOom,  occupied  by  Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall.    Ppened  the  hatch 


AEMOEED   TESSELS,  323 

and  the  water  boiled  up,  indicating  there  were  about  four  inelxes  over  tlie  state- 
room floor.  Gaggiu  and  myself  ivere  taking  out  life-preeervera ;  ncarlj  all 
were  found  to  be  rotten — would  come  to  pieces,  and  the  cork  fail  out ;  but  few 
could  be  got  on  account  of  the  place  being  flooded  with  water.  I  p^sed  on 
deck ;  while  paseing  I  told  the  men  on  the  berth  deck  the  vessel  was  sinking, 
and  to  go  on  deck.  I  went  to  the  top  of  the  tuiiet,  and  considered  the  vesael 
■was  going  down.  I  left  the  turret  aud  went  aft,  shortly  followed  by  JEnsign 
Reed.  Saw  the  men  go  into  the  boats.  Mr.  Reed  and  myaelf  took  a  hat«lii- 
coaming  from  the  engineer's  hatch  on  the  port  quarter,  shoved  it  offi  and  jumped 
overboard.     Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  had  ordered  us  to  look  out  for  ourselves. 

Question  by  the  comt.  Did  you  notice  that  the  water  was  rising  in  the  hold 
when  the  cabin  hatches  were  off  I 

Answer.  Tes. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  the  water  seem  to  rise  rapidly  in  the  hold  at  the 
time  yon  noticed  it  ? 

Answei'.  Tes. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  think  that  the  rapid  rising  of  the  water  in 
the  hold  was  caused  only  by  the  water  that  came  through  around  the  iron  door 
and  through  the  cock  or  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  bulkhead  1 

Answer.  No  j  unless  this  cock  or  valve  was  very  large  and  was  open. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  consider  that  the  whole  amount  of  water  that 
cansed  the  vessel  to  sink  came  through  the  windlass-room  t 

Answer.  No.  At  the  tirao  there  was  considerable  water  coming  in  under  the 
turret  and  in  through  under  the  overhang,  which  you  could  hear-striking  agiunst 
the  ianer  ceiling  on  the  starboard  aide  forward  by  the  ward-room  state-rooms. 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  How  much  water  was  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel  when 
you  say  the  leak  in  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant's  room  appeared  to  have  greater  and 
lees  force  at  intervals  ? 

Answer.  About  a  foot  from  the  floor  in  the  captain's  cabin. 

Question  by  the  court.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  rapid  filling  and  sivihing 
of  the  vessel? 

Answer.  To  the  various  leaks  before  mentioned,  and  the  unusual  quantity  of 
ammunition  forward.  The  vessel  was  six  inches  by  the  head  more  than  I  ever 
saw  her  before ;  also  to  the  starting  the  centrifugal  pump  and  pumping  the 
water  from  aft,  which  made  her  tip  by  the  head. 

Question  by  the  coart.  How  long  had  the  life-preservere  been  under  Acting 
Ensign  Crandall's  room,  and  were  they  rotten  when  pat  down  1 

Answer.  They  must  have  been  rotten,  as  they  were  placed  there  but  two  or 
three  days  previous,  having  been  previously  stored  in  the  hold. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken, 
and  in  what  capacity  1 

Answer.  About  three  months,  as  acting  ensign. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  much  was  the  unusual  amount  of  ammunition  on 
hoard? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Question  by  the  court.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  increase  of  water  iu  the 
windlass-room  after  the  battle-plate  had  been  put  on? 

Answer.  Coming  in  through  the  hawse-pipe. 

Question  by  the  court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  unusual  amount  of  ammu- 
nition in  the  vessel,  bringing  her  down  by  the  head,  was  the  chief  cause  of  her 
loss? 

Answer.  Tes, 

Question  by  the  court.  Did-  yon  make  any  report  to  the  executive  officer 
when  you  noticed  the  water  rising  under  the  cabin  deck? 

Answer.  No  ;  because  I  knew  Acting  Master's  Mate  Bayne  had  done  so. 
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Question  by  the  court.  At  wiat  moment  (Hi  yon  first  eiitertaio  tlie  irloa  that 
the  vessel  was  in  danger  of  sinking  t 

Answer.  When  I  saw  the  leak  on  the  starboard  side  forward,  and  saw  the 
vessel  was  by  the  head. 

Qaeetion  by  the  conrt.  Between  the  time  apeciSed  in  your  kat  answer  and 
the  time  of  the  sinking  of  the  vessel,  do  you  consider  that  anything  could  have 
been  done  that  would  have  saved  her  "i 

Answer.  It  might  have  been  possible  by  rolling  shot  aft. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  if  word  waa  conveyed  to  the  engine  or 
fire-room  for  all  hands  to  assemble  on  deck  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  heard  the  oi'der  etarted  by  Lieutenant  Stiiyvesant 
to  the  senior  engineer,  Mr.  Allen.  . 

The  testimony  was  here  read  to  the  witness;  he  pi-onounced  it  correct. 

The  court  adjourned  until  10  a.  m.  on  Monday,  the  Slat. 

United  Statrs  Ship  Suppi.v, 

December  31,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pi-esent :  Lieutenant  Commander 
E,  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J, 
Cornwall ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B.  F.  Munroe,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  December  19,  1863,  were  then  wad  over. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  William  E.  Bayne,  being  called  and  duly  awom,  testified 
as  follows : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service  J 

Answer.  William  E.  Bayne ;  acting  master's  mate,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawkeji, 

Answer.  The  first  I  knew  of  it  was  by  looking  out  of  one  of  the  turret  ports 
on  the  day  she  went  down,  about  balf-piat  eleven  o'clock.  I  saw  a  good  many 
men  busy  at  the  forward  battle-plate.  Going  forward,  found  the  sea  had  strvick 
it  and  washed  it  down  the  forward  hatch.  Saw,  I  should  judge,  about  five  feet 
of  water  had  gone  down  the  hatch  into  the  windlasa-room.  Then  went  down 
below  after  the  plate  had  been  put  on ;  found  the  door  closed  that  leada  from 
the  captain's  cabin  to  the  windl^s-room,  but  not  secured.  Found  the  cross-bars 
and  helped  secure  the  door.  At  that  time  the  water  was  comiag  over  the  top 
of  the  door  into  the  captain's  cabin.  Lifted  shot-locker  hatches  in  the  captain's 
cabin  to  allow  ite  water  to  run  quicker  aft.  About  half  an  hoar  after  a  ward- 
room boy  reported  water  coming  to  the  officers'  atate-rooms.  I  stopped  the  leak 
in  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant's  room  as  well  as  I  could ;  found  the  beam  started  in 
two  inches,  as  shown  by  the  paint-marka  having  separated  that  distance  from 
t!ie  ceiling.  On  examining  the  other  beams  found  ihem  all  oa  both  sides  started 
in  the  same  way.  Saw  the  water,  as  if  coming  from  the  upper  deck  from  outside, 
running  between  the  skin  and  the  iron  side  down  into  the  bilges.  She  was 
tipping  at  that  time  rapidly  by  the  head.  Came  up  on  top  of  the  turret ;  found 
lieutenant  Stuyvesant  making  signals.  The  only  report  I  made  to  Lieutenant 
Stuyvesant  waa  that  the  windlasa-room  was  filled  with  water.  I  kept  going 
around  all  the  time,  trying  to  atop  all  the  leaks  1  could  see.  Did  not  think  the 
ship  waa  going  down  till  about  five  minutes  before  she  went  down.  At  that 
time  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  passed  the  word  for  everybody  to  leave  the  vessel. 
I  believe  the  forwai-d  end  of  her  waa  on  the  bottom  before  any  of  the  boats  left. 
Question  by  the  court.  When  you  stopped  the  lealt  in  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant'g 
room,  did  you  prevent  the  water  from  coming  into  the  vessel  3 

Answer.  No ;  the  water  continued  to  run  into  her  between  the  side  aitd  the 
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Question,  hj  the  court.  Wliat  amount  of  iFater  was  coming  into  the  Tesael 
tlirough  the  leak  that  you  saw  from  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant'a  room  1 

Answer.  It  would,  fill  a  harrel  in  about  ten  minutes. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  remark  leaks  in  other  places,  where  you  say 
the  beams  wore  started  7 

Answer.  Yes;  the  whole  length  forward,  from  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant's 
room  on  one  side,  and  from  Mr,  Kingabury'a  room  on  the  other  side.  The 
amount  of  water  at  all  the  leaks  was  about  the  same  as  at  Lieutenant  Stuyve- 
sant's  room. 

Question  by  the  court.  Describe  the  position  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  Lieu- 
tenant Stuyvesant  and  Mr.  Kingsbury. 

Answer.  The  after  rooms  in  the  word-room,  nest  the  ship's  side,  and  run  fore 
and  aft  the  side. 

Question  bj  the  eouii.  Did  you  notice  the  water  rising  in  the  Yessel  under 
the  berth  deck  t 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  there  more  ammunition  than  usual  on  board  the 
Weehawken  at  the  time  she  went  down  ? 

Answer,  Yes ;  she  used  to  carry,  on  an  ayerago,  about  seventy-five  fifteen- 
inch  shell,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  eleven-inch  shell.  When  she  went 
down,  she  had  one  hundred  and  forty-five  fifteen-inch  shell  and  three  hundred 
and  twenty-three  eleven-inch  shell.  The  quantity  of  solid  shot,  grape,  canister 
and  shrapnell,  were  the  same  in  both  cases.  There  was  powder  also  taken  in 
for  the  additional  shell.  After  all  the  weight  was  in,  she  was  seven  inches  by 
the  stern ;  found  this  by  actual  measurement  from  the  top  of  the  deck  to  the 
surface  of  the  water  at  stem  and  stem. 

Question  by  the  court.  The  projectiles  you  speak  of  in  your  last  answer, 
where  were  they  stowed,  and  was  weight  removed  to  give  place  for  them  t 

Answer.  Stowed  all  in  the  foi-wavd  part  of  the  vessel,  and  in  the  captain's 
storeroom  on  the  berth  deck.     There  was  no  weight  removed  to  give  place  for  it. 

Question  by  the  court.  At  what  time  did  you  measure  the  vessel's  draught, 
aa  you  describe,  and  was  the  water  smooth  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  About  eight  o'clock,  on  the  night  after  the  ammunition  was  taken  in. 
The  water  was  perfectly  smooth. 

Question  by  the  court.  After  the  ammunition  had  been  taken  in,  was  any  of 
it  fli-ed  away  before  the  loss  of  the  vessel  1 

Anewei',  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  wasthodraughtof  the  vessel  before  the  extra 
ammunition  was  taken  on  board  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question  by  the  court.  Were  you  in  charge  of  the  gunner's  department  on 
board  the  Weehawken? 

Answer.  Yes. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness ;  he  pronounced  it  correct. 

Acting  Master  Charles  C.  Kingsbury,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows ; 

Quosfion  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  naMie,  and  rank  in  the  S' 
Answer.  Charles  C.  Kingsbury ;  acting  master,  late  of  the  WeehaTv 
Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken, 

Answer.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock  on  Sunday,  sixth  of  December,  1863, 
I  received  an  order  from  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  to  come  on  deck,  In  passing 
through  the  ward-room,  I  heard  some  one  say  the  water  is  rushing  into  the ' 
cabin.     On  getting  on  deck,  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  to  veer 


noot^le 
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away  cliain.  Tlie  men  at  that  time  were  engaged  about  tlie  forward  battle- 
plate.  Calling  them  aft,  I  commenced  giving  her  chain.  After  giving  chain 
nntil  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  said  that  wonld  do,  I  received  permission  to  go 
below.  On  going  into  my  room,  saw  the  water  streaming  in  close  to  the  top, 
between  the  knees ;  took  the  hatch  up  underneath ;  found  the  place  full  of  water, 
so  that  it  washed  up  against  the  hatch.  Went  into  the  cabin ;  saw  a  hatch  off 
there,  and  water  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  shot.  Went  on  deck  and  reported  to 
Lientenant  Stuyvesant  the  water  in  the  cabin,  and  the  want  of  some  one  to 
haul  the  limber  chains.  Received  an  order  from  him  to  go  down  helow,  take 
some  one  with  me,  and  see  to  hauling  them  myself.  Went  down  below  ;  took 
Quarter  Gunner  Munson,  with  two  men ;'  sent  them  into  the  cabin  to  haul  the 
limber  chains,  then  went  abont  the  berth  deck,  and  fell  down  one  of  the  shot 
lockers  ;  found  the  water  there  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  shot.  Looked  for  the 
men  in  the  cabin,  and  found  they  were  gone ;  found  the  c[uarter  gunner ;  asked 
him  where  they  were ;  he  told  me  they  were  there.  While  looking  for  more, 
saw  a  commotion ;  heard  some  one  say,  "  All  hands  on  deck."  Then  turned  my 
attention  to  getting  the  crew  on  dedi  aa  soon  as  possible.  Lifted  Olarkson, 
firat-claas  fireman,  up  through  a  grating  in  the  after  part  of  the  turret,  abaft 
the  fifteen-inch  gun ;  told  him  to  take  off  the  other  gratings,  so  the  men  could 
get  up.  He  took  hold  of  one  grating,  lifted  it,  and  said,  "  I  can't  get  it  up ;" 
men  got  up  myself,  moved  the  ahell  and  took  off  al!  the  gratings  on  that  aide ; 
then  went  around  ,fhe  other  side,  took  off  the  other  gratings,  and  called  to  them 
on  the  top  of  the  turret  to  haul  ba«k  the  slide.  Finding  no  attention  paid  to 
that,  a  man,  Williams,  suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of  pntting  in  the  port 
stoppers ;  I  told  him  this  was  no  time  to  put  in  port  stoppers,  b«t  to  get  on 
deck  as  soon  as  he  conld.  Seeing  one  or  two  on  the  ladder  leading  to  the  top 
of  the  turret,  and  the  vessel  careening  to  starboard,  I  got  on  top  lie  turret  as 
soon  as  I  could.  "  Took  hold  of  the  stanchion  ;  saw  the  bows  of  the  vessel  under 
water,  and  she  was  sinking.  Looked  behind  me;  saw  the  ship's  cook,  Christiaa 
Anderson,  about  half  way  up  the  hatch,  and,  while  stooping  down  to  pull  him 
np,  a  sea  sti-uck  me  and  knocked  me  from  the  stanchion,  all  save  my  leg,  which 
I  had  turned  around  it;  looked  for  the  cook  and  saw  him  nowhere.  Saw 
Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  and  one  man  on  the  tui-ret,  and  the  doctor  and  one  man 
on  the  pilot-house.  Was  hauled  from  the  stanchion  to  the  top  of  the  pilot- 
bouse  by -the  man  Williams,  with  the  bight  of  a  lead  line.  Eomainod  there 
until  all  had  left,  then  let  go  myself  and  paddled  to  a  boat ;  was  picked  up  by 
the  "  Eacer's"  boat.  The  large  increase  of  weight  of  ammunition,  and  the 
forward  compartment  being  full  of  water,  caused  an  opening  between  the  hull 
and  overhang,  which  made  itself  manifest  by  a  rush  of  water  through  all  the 
side  rooms,  and  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  her  sinking. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  left  your  room  at  the  call  of  the  executive 
oiEcer,  was  water  leaking  into  the  room^ 

Answer,  It  waa  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  were  you  occupied  in  veering  chain  on  deck  1 

Answer.  As  near  aa  I  caa  judge,  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Tlie 
chain  was  veered  and  secured  two  or  three  times.  While  doing  it,  the  sea 
washed  the  men  and  slack  chain  away  along  the  deck. 

Question  by  the  cdnrt.  After  veering  the  chain,  did  you  go  at  once  to  your 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  amount  of  water  was  leaking  into  your  room 
between  the  knees  1 

Answer.  About  a  barrel  a  minnte. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  went  below  to  haul  the  limber  chains,  did 
you  at  any  time  inform  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  of  the  amount  of  water  in  the 
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Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  your  object  in  hauling  the  limber  chains 
when  you  knew  that  the  water  was  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  shot,  on  the  bei-th 

Answer.  Whenever  there  was  any  water  in  the  ship  forward,  it  had  heeti 
customnry  to  haul  the  limber  chains  ;  had  heard  an  order  given  previously  for 
some  one  to  haul  the  limber  chains,  and  when  I  saw  no  one  there,  I  reported 
the  water,  and  the  fact  of  no  one  being  there,  to  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant. 

Question  by  the  court.  At  the  time  you  were  in  the  turret-chamber,  where 
tlie  speaking-tube  leading  to  the  engine-room  is  situated,  did  yon,  or  any  one  to 
your  knowledge,  speak  through  it,  passing  the  order  for  all  hands  to  come  on 
deck? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  and  no  ono  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  there  one  or  more  ladders  leading  fi-om  the 
turret-chamber  into  the  turret,  at  the  time  the  people  were  coming  up  1 

Answer.  One  leading  from  the  turret-chamber  into  the  turret ;  have  never 
seen  but  one  ladder. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  have  y  ou  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken, 
and  in  what  capacity  ? 

Answer.  Since  the  23d  of  last  February,  as  an  acting  master. 

Question  hy  the  court.  Was  the  eleven-inch  gun  run  in  at  the  time  the  vessel 
sunk  J 

Answer.  When  I  left  the  turret,  it  was. 

Question  by  the  court.  As  the  master  of  the  vessel,  did  you  save  the  log- 
book, or  anything  belonging  to  your  department  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not 

Question  by  the  court.  When  did  you  begin  to  think  the  vessel  was  in  a 
dangerous  condition,  and  liable  to  sink  ? 

Answer.  Whilst  down  below  with  the  men  to  haul  the  limber  chains,  at  the 
time  I  fell  into  the  shot  locker  on  account  of  the  water  there. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  cock  or  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  forward 
water-tight  bulkhead  open  or  shut  ] 

Answer.  Do  not  know. 

Question-  Could  anything  have  been  done,  in  your  opinion,  which  would 
have  saved  the  vessel,  after  you  knew  she  was  in  danger! 

Answer.  I  think  she  could  have  been  saved  hy  running  hor  ashore. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  think  that  there  was  sufficient  time  to  have 
slipped  the  chain  and  run  the  vessel  ashore,  after  you  knew  her  to  be  in  danger? 

Answer.  Being  employed  as  I  was,  I  have  a  very  indefinite  recollection  of 
the  time. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  if  steam  was  ready  to  work  the  engine? 

Answer.  No  other  way  but  by  the  word  of.  the  chief  engineer,  at  that  time 
expressed  while  I  was  at  work  on  the  berth  deck. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  would  it  have  taken  to  slip  the  chain  when 
you  left  the  deck? 

Answer,  Five  minutes. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  much  chain  did  you  veer,  and  how  much  chain 


Answer.  I  veered  away  about  thirty  fethoms ;  should  judge  there  were  twelve 
or  iifteen  fathoms  out  when  I  commenced. 

The  testimony  was  hero  read  over  to  the  witness  ;  he  pronounced  it  correct. 

William  A,  Munson,  quarter  gunner,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Q.nestion  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service? 
Answer,  William  A.  Munson ;  quarter  gunner,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

I  Google 
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Queatiou  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinkiag  of  the  Weehawkcii, 

Answer,  The  fii-st  I  knew  of  there  being  so  nrnch  water  in  her,  was  after  one 
o'clock.  Acting  Master  Kingsbuiy  came  into  the  turret ;  asked  if  there  were 
any  petty  officei-s  there.  I  spoke ;  said  I  was  there,  and  (jeorge  Crotts,  quarter 
giinnei',  told  me  he  wanted  to  see  me  below.  I  followed  him  down  below  into 
the  ward-room,  then  into  the  cabin.  Saya  he,  I  want  you  to  get  two  men  and 
stop  by  three'limbev  chains.  Previous  to  that  there  had  been  two  men,  hut 
there  were  none  there  at  that  time.  He  wanted  me  to  put  on  the  bar  to  the 
bulkhead  door.  I  went  out,  got  two  men,  led  the  limber  chains  into  the  ward- 
room, aa  it  was  impossible  to  haul  them  there,  the  water  came  down  from  over 
the  door  so  fast.  We  hauled  the  limber  chains  several  times;  found  them  per- 
fectly clear.  The  hold  at  this  time  was  full  of  water  up  to  the  berth  deck.  The 
windlass-room  was  full  of  water,  the  water  running  through  the  speaking-tuhe 
to  the  tun-et-eUamber,  The  two  men,  WilHam  J.  Pike  and  Lewis,  did  not  stop 
more  than  three  minutes  before  they  ran  away.  Went  off  and  found  Mr.  Kings- 
bury ;  told  him  I  coBld  not  keep  men  thei'e ;  he  told  me  I  must  get  two  men, 
stay  there,  and  keep  them  there.  I  went  ont ;  asked  for  volunteere ;  Lewis  said 
he  would  stay  as  long  as  I  did,  and  went  back  with  me.  Found  the  water 
rising  very  fast ;  about  eight  inches  of  water  on  the  cabin  floor.  I  thought  she 
was  going  to  sink  at  that  time.  I  spoke  up ;  said  she  was  filling  very  fast,  and 
that  it  was  about  time  we  got  out  of  this ;  they  all  started  and  went  on  deck. 
About  a  minute  after,  I  heard  Mr.  Kingsbury  pass  the  word  for  all  hands  to  go 
on  deck ;  I  went  on  deck.  I  noticed  lai^  quantities  of  water  in  the  morning 
going'  down  the  forward  hatch,  from,  ten  o'clock  until  the  hatch  was  knocked 
down,  and  spoke  of  it  to  Quarter  Gunner  Crotts  ;  wondered  why  it  was  not  put 
on,  as  it  was  usual  to  put  it  oa  in  i-ough  weaiJier.  Saw  the  hatch  coamings 
capsized,  and  the  battle-plate  knocked  down  below.  At  that  time  they  called 
for  men  to  get  the  hatch  up ;  the  hatch  was  got  up  out  of  the  wiadla^-room, 
and  put  in  its  place.  I  think  this  occurred  after  dinner ;  we  got  our  dinner  late 
that  day — I  think  a  few  minuf«s  before  one  o'clock.  When  I  went  oa  deck  she 
was  going  down  fast,  aud  everybody  was  looking  out  for  themselves.  A 'few 
days  previous  to  this  we  had  taken  in  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  eleven-inch 
shell,  forty  or  fiily  fifteen-inch  shell,  and  about  two  hundred  chai-ges  of  powder ; 
some  few  were  put  in  the  shell-room,  the  rest  under  the  ward-room  hatches. 
Myself,  other  of  the  men,  and  Mr.  Bayne  were  talking  about  it.  Mr.  Bayne 
said  it  would  do  her  no  good  to  put  so  much  in  her;  that  he  understood  Cap- 
tain Cornwell  had  trouble  with  the  Nahant.  I  don't  think  he  had  any  m.ore 
ammunition  in  than  we  have  now.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  men ;  they  spoke 
about  it  several  times,  while  taking  in  the  ammunition.  Think  the  ship  was 
not  started  in  any  place,  and  that  she  waa  in  as  good  order  as  ever,  as  far  as  I 
know  of,  up  to  the  morning  she  sunk.  A  large  quantity  of  water  came  in  around 
the  tun'et  that  day — more  than  T  ever  saw  before. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  see  any  water  come  in  over  the  top  of  the 
iron  bulkhead,  between  the  cabin  and  windlass-room  ? 

Answer,  A  large  quantity  of  water  was  coming  in  overhead,  hut  I  cannot  say 
positively  that  it  came  over  the  top  of  the  bulkhead  or  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  While  you  were  below  in  the  cabin,  or  ward-room,  did 
you  see  any  water  coming  in  through  the  rooms,  or  over  the  beams  ;  and  if  so, 
was  it  in  large  quantities? 

Answer.  When  I  iirst  went  in  I  did  not  see  any ;  but  when  I  came  out  the 
last  time  I  saw  water  coming  in  along  the  beams. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  tun-et  keyed  up,  or  not;  and  did  the  water 
come  in  under  it,  and  at  what  rate  1 

Answer.  The  turret  was  keyed  up.  When  at  Port  Eoyal  we  had  two  troughs 
made — one  on  each  side,  inside  the  turret — to  make  the  water  pass  off;  but  that 
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i3ay  tliey  would  overflow  and  not  cany  off  more  than  a  qnarter  of  tlie  water  at 
times.  After  we  came  from  Port  Koyal  we  found  the  base  ring  take  the  deck 
when  keyed  ap  to  the  old  mark.  We  had  to  key  it  up  higher,  which  let  more 
water  iu.  We  generally  used  to  have  a  large  hawser  to  stop  the  leak ;  this  day 
there  was  no  hawser.  So  much  water  came  in  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  keep 
the  blowers  going.  I  said  at  the  time  it  will  take  two  pretty  good  pumps  to 
keep  the  water  oot  that  comes  in  thei-e. 

Question  by  the  court.  Were  the  guns  in  or  out ;  and  did  any  water  come  in 
through  the  ports  ? 

Answer.  The  15-iocli  gun  was  out,  the  ll-inch  gun  run  in,  the  compres- 
sors down.  Occasionally  a  heavy  sea  would  come  in  the  ll-incli  port.  The 
smoke-box  prevented  my  seeing  any  water  nm  in  the  15-inch  port. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness.     He  pronounced  it  coiTect. 

The  coua-t  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  December  32, 1863. 

United  States  Ship  Supply, 

December  22,  1863. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present:  Lieutenant  Commandei-s 

E.  Simpson,  J.  L.  Davis,  and  J.  J.  Cornwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B. 

F.  Munroe,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  over  and  corrected  by  the  court. 

Commander  J.  M.  Duncan,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service? 

Answer.  J.  M,  Duncan,  commander,  late  of  the  Wechawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
tliat  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  I  joined  flie  Weehawken  on  the  5th  of  December,  1863,  ofE  Monis 
island.  South.  Cai-olina ;  think  it  was  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  went  up 
that  evening  on  the  advance  picket ;  lay  there  until  next  morning ;  at  about  9 
o'clock  got  under  way  and  came  down  to  the  mooring  buoy  known  as  buoy  No. 
2,  and  made  fast  lio  that,  giving  her  about  twelve  or  fifteen  fathoms  chiwn  ;  it 
was  blowing  quite  fresh  at  that  time,  but  no  water  coming  over  forward.  I  left 
the  vessel  a  little  before  10,  probably  about  9.50  a.  m.,  and  went  on  board  the 
flag-ship  Philadelphia.  At  the  time  1  left  the  windlaes-room  was  perfectly  dry; 
the  only  water  I  could  see  was  coming  over  forward  and  abaft  the  turret,  as  I 
have  freqnently  seen  it  when  lying  near  tlie  iron-clads.  Between  2  and  half- 
past  2  o'clock  the  fleet  captain  told  me  a  signal  had  been  made ;  the  Weehawken 
wanted  assistance.  I  immediately  jumped  to  the  gangway  and  told  the  cockswain 
of  the  Weehawken's  gig  to  haul  up  to  the  gangway.  He  was  some  distance  astern, 
so  I  jumped  into  one  of  the  boats  of  the  Ironsides,  with  the  pflot  of  the  Phila- 
delphia, and  started  for  the  Weehawken  as  soon  as  possible,  telling  the  cockswain 
of  the  Weehawken's  gig  to  go  to  the  Week.awken  as  soon  as  possible.  Before 
we  got  half  way  there  she  had  sunk  Should  think  tbe  distance  of  the  Wee- 
hawken from  the  Philadelphia  was  about  five  hundred  yards.  After  I  dis- 
covered she  had  sunk  I  pulled  astern  to  pick  up  all  I  could  that  were  in  the 
water ;  succeeded  in  picking  up  three  and  then  pulled  up  to  near  the  Wee- 
hawken. A  great  many  boats  and  thiee  or  four  tugs  were  there  picking  up  the 
men  that  were  in  the  watei 

Question  by  the  court  While  you  were  on  board  the  flag-ship  did  you  notice 
that  the  wind  had  mcieased  in  force,  and  that  the  sea  was  higher  than  when 
you  left  the  Weehawken  ] 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  the  depth  of  water  alongside  when  you 
made  fast  to  the  buoy? 

Answer.  I  tjiink  four  fathoms  at  nearly  low  water. 

rr:b,G00t^lc 
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Question  by  tlie  court.  Did  you  remark  when  in  tie  boat,  after  the  Wee- 
hawlten  went  dowa,  tliat  the  sea  waa  much  higher  than  when  you  left  her  in 
the  forenoon  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  notice  any  particular  motion  in  the  aeas. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  left  the  vessel  was  the  door  leading  from 
the  cabin  to  the  windlaes-room  open  or  shut  ? 

Answer.  It  was  open. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  you  had  any  previous  knowledge  or  experience 
of  the  Monitor  class  of  iron-clads  before  you  took  command  of  the  WeeLawken  t 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  When  you  took  command  of  the  Wechawken,  whom 
did.  yon  relieve  in  command,  and  did  you  relieve  him  in  person  ? 

Answer.  Wlien  I  took  commtnd,  the  commanding  oihcer  was  Lieutenant 
Stuyvesant.  Lieutenant  Commander  Bunce  had  had  chaige  for  twenty-four 
hours  previous.  The  regular  commindLr  who  preceded  me  was  Commander  E. 
R.  Colhoun.     I  did  not  relieve  Commander  Colhoun  m  person 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  assumud  tin,  command  of  the  Weehawken, 
did  you  receive  any  inBtructiona  as  to  the  management  of  that  class  of  vessels, 
and  were  you  informed  of  the  condition,  stowage,  &.c ,  ot  the  Weehawken  t 

Answer.  I  received  no  instructions,  and  was  not  informed  of  the  condition, 
stowage,  &c. 

Question  by  the  court.  Were  you  aware  that  the  vp==«e]  had  stowed  forward 
an  extra  allowance  of  ammunition,  and  did  it  oct-ui  to  j  on  that  she  was  in  good 
or  bad  trim.? 

Answer.  No,  I  was  not.     It  appiAred  to  m<  she  wag  in  good  trim. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  yon  left  the  Weehawken,  in  the  forenoon,  did 
yon  anticipate  bad  weather ;  and  if  so,  what  orders  did  you  leave  with  the  ex- 
ecutive offtcert 

Answer.  I  did  not  anticipate  any  worse  weather  than  it  was  at  the  time,  and 
only  left  ordere  to  look  out  for  the  vessel,  as  I  always  do. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness.     He  pronounced  it  coiTeet. 

Henry  Sumner,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 
Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  t 
Answer.  Henry  Sumner ;  second-class  fireman,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 
Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  Jed  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  On  Sunday,  6th  of  December,  it  was  my  watch  in  the  turret  chamber 
from  twelve  to  four  in  the  aftemoon.  About  half  past  two  Mr.  Allen  came  in 
and  asked  me  how  much  water  there  was  in  the  bilge.  I  picked  up  one  of  the 
floor  boards  ;  he  looked  down,  and  then  it  wanted  about  a  foot  of  coming  over 
the  floor.  Mr.  Allen  went  on  top  of  the  turret  then  ;  came  down  to  mo  again  and 
asked  the  reason  why  the  blowers  did  not  work ;  told  him  the  water  was  coming 
on  the  belt,  and  the  belt  was  slipping  on  the  pulley.  He  stai-ted  out  on  the 
berth  deck,  and  that  wgs  the  last  I  saw  of  him.  I  noticed  the  water  rising ;  it 
was  about  six  inches  in  about  half  an  hour.  I  went  np  in  the  turret  then,  and 
I  saw  the  vessel  down  foi-ward  itnder  water.  I  returned  to  the  turret  chamber. 
Went  on  to  the  berth  deck;  the  shot-locker  hatch  was  raised,  and  I  saw  that 
full  of  water.  While  I  was  standing,  the  cry  was  for  all  hands  on  deck.  I 
ran  into  the  turret  chamber,  stopped  the  blowers,  and  went  on  deck.  When  I 
got  on  top  of  the  turret  I  found  a  gi-eat  many  up  there.  I  jumped  over  the 
aide  of  the  turret  and  ran  aft.  I  jumped  into  the  sea,  and  climbed  into  a  boat. 
Saw  her  listing  over  when  I  was  in  the  boat. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  amount  of  water  coming  in  under  the  tun-et 
greater  than  usual,  and  how  much  do  you  estimate  the  quantity  that  came  in  in 
a  minute? 


AKMOKED  VESSEL8.  331 

Answer,  I  don't  consider  tlie  quantity  nnustial,  until  aliout  five  minutes  before 
I  left  the  turret  chamber ;  the  water  then  poured  in  in  a  steady  stream  all  round. 
I  can't  estimate  the  quantity;  have  been  stationed  iu  the  turret  chamber  about 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you,  or  any  one,  to  your  knowledge,  speak  through 
the  tube  leading  to  the  engine-room,  calling  the  people  to  leave  there  and  come 
on  deck,  when  the  order  was  given  for  all  hands  to  do  so  1 

Answer,  No,  I  did  not,  nor  anybody  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  it  usual  to  use  the  speaking  tube  aa  a  means  of 
ci>mmunicafing  between  the  engine-room  and  turret  chamber-? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  was. 

Q.uestion  by  the  court.  What  was  your  object  in  stopping  the  blower  engines  1 

Answer.  It  was  no  use  ninning  them ;  the  belt  slipped  on  the  pulley.  I  tried 
the  fans  with  my  hands,  and  there  was  not  a  breath  of  air,  and  I  did  not  atop 
them  until  all  hands  were  called  to  go  on  deck,  and  many  had  passed  up  before 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness ;  he  pronounced  it  connect. 

Thomas  Ga^n,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  sei-vice? 

Answer.  Thomas  Gaggin  ;  captain  of  the  hold,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  On  Sunday,  the  day  the  Weehawken  went  down,  I  heard  some 
water  had  come  in  forward.  Between  one  and  two  I  went  down  the  hatch  for 
a  deck  tackle;  noticed  about  five  inches  of  water  over  the  skin.  The  next  I 
noticed,  about  fifteen  minutes  after  that,  coming  through  the  speaking  tube  that 
led  to  the  windlass-room,  the  water  was  leaking  through  the  tube  oa  the  berth 
deck.  Five  minutes  after  that  from  two  to  three  tons  of  water  came  down  the 
berth-deck  hatch.  Next  I  went  to  the  ward-room ;  found  the  hatches  full  of 
water.  I  was  trying  to  get  up  life-preservers  firom  the  ward-room.  When  I 
could  not  get  the  life-preservers,  on  aceonnt  of  the  water  in  that  hatch,  I  went 
to  another  hatch  on  the  berth  deck,  where  there  were  others  stowed,  and  found 
that  full  of  water  too.  The  engineer  came  to  me  (Mr.  Allen)  and  asked  me 
how  much  water  tliere  was  in  the  hold ;  told  him  all  the  holds  were  foil,  when 
he  said  he  would  have  it  out,  as  the  big  pump  was  going.  While  he  was  speak- 
ing they  called  all  hands  on  deck.  The  water  was  coming  in  the  bigneas  of 
both  ports  in  the  turret.  I  went  into  the  turret  chamber  to  see  if  they  wanted 
ropes  or  anything  from  the  hold.  Went  back  to  the  berth  deck,  got  a  life-pre- 
server, and  went  up  on  the  turret.  I  saw  her  bows  under  ■water  and  heel  to 
starboard.     I  was  tJien  washed  off. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  have  you  been  captain  of  the  hold  on  board 
of  the  Weehawken  1 

Answer.  Since  the  sixth  of  July,  1863. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  you  ever  known  water  to  rise  any  height  in  the 
hold  before  1     K  so,  when  and  where  t 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  have  seen  it  inside  the  bar  here  at  Charleston  once  ;  I  think  in  ' 
July.  It  was  then  seven  inches  over  the  skin;  it  was  during  a  heavy  blow. 
The  bilges  were  choked  at  the  time  under  the  turret,  and  it  was  four  hours 
before  they  got  it  pumped  out.  Once,  at  sea,  I  have  known  the  water  in  the  windlass- 
room  to  be  over  the  gratings.  This  water  was  drawn  out  into  the  bilge  by  lead 
pipes  leading  fi-om  the  windlass-room  into  a  hatch  in  the  captain's  cabin.  At 
that  time  the  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  was  jammed  in 
the  slide,  and  could  not  be  opened.  After  we  got  to  Port  Koyal  the  valve  waa 
enlarged,  and  made  to  tui-n  instead  of  a  slide. 

rr:b,G00t^lc 
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Question  by  tlio  court.  At  tbo  time  of  tho  sinking  of  tlie  Weeliawken,  was 
the  valve  at  ttc  bottom  of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  open  or  shut  ? 

Answer.  Cannot  tell. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  it  the  custom  of  the  ship  to  keep  this  valve  open 
or  shot  1 

Answer.  Generally  the  ctistom  to  keep  it  open. 

Question  by  the  court.  To  your  knowledge,  were  there  any  orders  issued  in 
regard  to  keeping  the  valve  open,  and  were  there  any  orders  about  the  time 
when  it  should  be  shut  J 

Answer,  Uo. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  make  any  reports  to  the  executive  officer 
-about  the  amount  of  water  in  the  told  during  the  day  on  which  the  Weehawken 
went  down  1 

Answer.  Yes  ;  I  reported  to  him  once,  when  the  five  inches  water  was  in  the 
hold,  between  one  and  two  o'clock. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  make  any  suhseq^uent  report  that  the  water 
was  rising  in  the  hold  1 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  was  the  berth-deck  battle-plate  put  on  ? 

Answer.  Immediately  after  the  largo  quantity  of  water  came  down  that  I 
mentioned  before. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness ;  he  pronounced  it  correct. 


Question  by  judge  advocate.   What  is  your  name  and  i-ank  in  the  service  "i 

Answer.  Johii  J.  Comwell,  lieutenant  commander,  commanding  the  iron-clad 
Nahant. 

Question  by  the  court.  In  the  testimony  before  the  court  it  is  stated  that  the 
Nahant,  under  your  command,  at  one  time  made  water  to  an  unusual  amount. 
State  all  you  know  in  relation  to  the  occurrence,  and  the  cause  leading  to  it. 

Answer.  Dui'ing  November  last,  while  at  Port  Eoyal  for  repairs,  I  took  in 
twenty-eight  tons  of  ammunition  in  addition  to  what  she  had  usually  carried, 
which  was  stowed  under  the  ward-room.  It  was  remarked  by  several,  and 
mentioned  to  me,  the  vessel  sat  lower  forward  in  the  water  than  before.  I  found 
she  was  still  by  the  stern  by  measurement,  and  considered  it  an  advantage  for 
the  vessel  to  be  low  in  the  water  to  avoid  injuries  from  the  enemy's  shot.  On 
proceeding  to  sea,  in  tow  of  the  Admiral  DuPont,  found  the  sea  outside  i-oagh, 
setting  from  the  northeast.  Before  sailing,  a  jackass  bad  been  placed  in  the 
hawse-hole,  in  the  anchor-well,  but  the  chain,  surging,  dislodged  it,  and  it  could 
not  be  again  replaced  on  account  of  the  high  sea ;  water  came  through  the 
hawse-pipe  with  great  force.  The  diameter  of  the  hawse-pipe  was  about  seven 
inches.  The  vessel's  progress  and  heavy  sea  kept  the  water  above  the  level  of 
the  hawse-hole  all  the  time,  although  when  in  smooth  water,  at  an  anchor,  it 
was  at  least  six  or  eight  inches  below  the  hawse-hole.  Feeling  anxious  lest  the 
vessel  should  take  in  water  forward,  which  would  not  ran  to  the  pumps,  I  ex- 
amined frequently.  Before  we  had  been  in  rough  water  an  hour  there  was  two 
feet  of  water  in  the  hold  from  the  cabin  to  the  turret ;  none  in  the  engine-room. 
Ordered  the  Admiral  DuPont  to  stop.  Pound  that  the  water  did  not  increase, 
none  coming  in  the  hawse-pipe.  Waited  one  hour  and  a  half  to  see  if  I  eonld 
pump  the  ship  out.  Finding  the  water  did  not  run  to  the  pumps  but  slowly, 
returned  to  Port  Eoyal.  While  on  our  return  to  the  harbor  the  water  gradually 
found  its  way  to  tlie  pumps  in  the  engine-i'oom,  and  was  pumped  out.  After 
returning,  took  out  all  the  pig-iron,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  tons,  from  under  the 
cabin  deck,  which  changed  her  draught  about  six  inches,  bringing  her  that  much 
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more  by  the  et.em.  T!ie  veaael  at  this  time  had  about  one  hundred  tons  coal. 
Sinco  that  time  I  Lave  found  no  difficulty  with  the  water  i-unniiig  aft,  altlioiigh 
the  coal  has  since  been  reduced  to  twenty  tons,  nor  has  an  unusual  amount  of 
water  come  through  tlie  hawse-hole  since. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  whole  amount  of  the  ammunition  additional 
weight  when  you  took  it  in  in  Poi-t  Eoyal,  or  did  you  take  out  any  ballast  ia 
Older  to  make  room  t 

Answer.  I  think  we  took  out  about  five  tons  to  mate  room  for  the  ammunition, 

Question  by  the  court.  Why  did  you  take  in  additional  ammunition  in  the 
Nahant  at  the  time  specified  t 

Answer.  Tlie  Monitors  had  previously  carried  but  about  one  day's  supply 
for  action,  and  I  thought  it  advisable  to  have  more,  as  it  could  be  carried  with-, 
out  any  inconvenience  or  danger  to  the  fimmunition  or  vessel.  Experience 
since  has  taught  me  that  the  vessel  is  in  better  trim  than  before  the  ammunition 
was  put  in  and  the  ballast  taken  out,  as  the  ballast  was  in  the  bow,  and  the 
ammunition  more  in  the  body  of  the  ve^el,  which  caused  her  to  ride  easier. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  receive  any  oi-der  on  the  subject  of  increas- 
ing the  ammunition  of  the  vessel  you  commanded,  or  had  you  any  intimation  tliat 
such  was  the  desire  of  the  commander-in-chief? 

Answer.  I  had  no  order,  at  any  time,  about  the  quantity  of  ammunition  I 
was  to  carry ;  btit  in  answer  to  a  letter  I  addressed  to  Lieutenant  M.  J'orrest, 
ordnance  officer,  he  told  me  the  admiral  thought  it  was  a  good  idea  to  increase 
the  ammunition  if  possible. 

Question  by  the  court.  Ton  state  that  the  water  was  about  two  feet  from  for- 
ward aft  to  the  tnrret,  but  little  made  its  way  to  the  pumps  in  the  engine-room. 
To  what  do  you  attribute  the  water  not  mtuking  its  way  to  the  pumps  freely  I 

Answer.  I  did  attribute  it  to  the  vessel  being  tipped  by  the  head  in  conse- 
quence of  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  and  I  kaow 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness;  he  pronounced  it  correct. 
The  court  adjourned  tratjl  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Wednesday,  23d  December,  1863. 

United  States  Ship  Supply, 

December  23,  1863. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present :  Lieutenant  Commanders 

E.  Simpson,  J.  L.  Uavis,  J,  J,  Oornwell,  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B. 

F.  Muuroe,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  over  and  corrected  by  the  court. 
J.  B.  A.  Allen,  jr.,  acting  second  assistant  engineer,  was  recalled  by  tie 

Question  by  the  court.  What  amotmt  of  coal  was  on  board  the  Weehawken 
when  she  went  down "( 

Answer.  I  think  about  one  hundred  tons. 

Question  by  the  court.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Acting  Master 
Kingsbury,  on  the  berth  deck,  on  the  subject  of  an  effort  to  prevent  the  vessel 
going  down  ia  deep  water?     If  so,  state  what  tlie  coaversation  was. 

Answer.  No,  I  had  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  remember  conversing  with  Acting  Master 
Kingsbury  on  the  berih  deck,  and  mentioning  to  him  anything  about  the 
amount  of  steam  you  were  carrying  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  I  do. 

Question  by  the  court.  Wei-e  you  then  carrying  steam  enough  to  run  the 
vessel  with  any  speed  and  for  any  distance  in  such  weather? 

Answer,  Tea;  the  fires  were  spi-eadand  rather  heavy.  I  think  I  could  have 
run  her  all  day  long  if  necessary. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  not  the  water  that  came  in  under  the  turret, in- 
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terfere  with  the  working  of  the  blowers,  so  as  to  make  it  veiy  difficult  to  keep 
up  steam  T 

Answer.  No  more  than  it  had  done  in  a  heavy  sea  before.  Water  always 
did  come  down  there  iu  a  heavy  sea. 

Question  by  thecourt.  Whatisyour  estimate  of  the  time  that. elapsed  between 
your  couveraation  with  Acting  Master  Kingsbury  and  the  moment  when  the 
vessel  went  down  1 

Answer.  I  should  think  about  half  an  hour. 

Question  hy  tlie  court  What  ea^neers  were  on  duty  in  the  engine-room,  and 
where  were  the  other  assistants,  and  what  were  they  doing?  State  whea  you 
last  saw  each  of  them. 

.  Answer.  Messrs.  Men-ian,  third  assistant,  aad  McGowan,  acting  third  assist- 
ant engineers.  Mr.  McGEowan  relieved  Mr.  Sponhurg,  acting  third  assistant, 
to  dinner.  The  last  time  I  saw  Mr.  Mitchell,  third  assistant  engineer,  was  oa 
the  berth  deck,  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  walking  towards  the  ward-room.  I 
saw  each  of  them  just  before  I  went  on  top  of  the  turret  for  the  last  tmie  and  re- 
ported to  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  the  condition  of  things  lit  the  engine  room.  I 
saw  Mr.  Sponburg  ou  the  berth  deck  going  towaids  the  pis'it^e  leading  to  the 
engine-room. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  entire  force  'ttitiouLd  in  th''  LUg  ne-room 
loBtl   "If  any  were  saved,  state  who  they  were 

Answer,  Of  the  entire  watch  stationed  in  the  engine  lOom,  I  think  none  were 
aaved.     The  one  stationed  in  the  turret  chamber  was  saved. 

Question  hy  the  court.  Do  you  remember  the  day  (jora.mander  Oolhoun  left 
the  Weehawken  to  return  north  1 

Answer.  I  think  on  Eriday,  the  4tli  of  December,  1863. 

Question  hy  tho  court.  WJiy  was  Mr.  Merrian  in  the  engine-room,  it  not 
being  his  watch  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Merrian  went  down  there  of  his  own  accord,  to  superintend  the 
working  of  the  pumps. 

Question  by  the  court.  You  say  you  were  repeatedly  in  the  engine-room;  did 
you  at  any  time  give  any  orders  to  Mr.  Merrian? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question  by  the  court.  Then  did  you  not  consider  ho  was  there  ou  duty,  and 
actiug  under  your  ordera  J 

Answer.  I  did 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  received  the  order  from  the  executive 
officer  to  send  the  people  out  of  the  engine-room,  and  when  you  found  you  could 
not  pass  down  into  the  turret  on  account  of  the  crowd  of  men  coming  up,  did 
you  miake  any  effort  to  have  the  word  passed  through  the  speaking  tube^ 

Answer.  I  did  not,  through  the  speaking  tube.  I  did  not  think  of  the  speak- 
ing tube  at  the  time,  but,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  my  testimony,  I 
went  to  the  engiae-room  hatch  aad  jumped  on  it. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness;  he  pronounced  it  correct, 

George  Orotts,  being  called  aad  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  nanie  and  rank  in  the  service  t 

Answer.  George  Orotts  ;  quarter  gunner,  late  of  tho  Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  The  vessel  being  down  by  the  head,  the  water  came  in  tlie  forward 
hatches  and  underneath  the  turret.  The  water  being  forward  staid  forward,  and 
did  not  come  to  the  pumpa.  A  great  deal  of  water  came  in  under  the  turret  that 
day.  There  was  no  packing  under  it.  I  was  in  the  turret  most  of  the  day. 
Saw  everything  forward  pretty  much  washed  off  deck  by  looking  through  the 
turret  port.     About  ten  minutes  before  the  ship  went  dowa  I  was  ordered  hy 
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Acting  Master  Kingabury  to  aee  that  tlie  mea  were  in  the  after  part  of  the  engine- 
xoora  hauling  the  limber  chains.  I  went  there ;  saw  the  men  were  not  there. 
Went  out  on  the  berth  deck  for  volanteera  to  haul  the  limber  chains,  and  coald 
not  get  them.  Up  to  that  time  no  order  had  been  given  to  leave  the  ship.  The 
word  was  then  passed  for  all  hands  to  come  up  on  the  turret ;  went  up  into  the 
turret ;  received  an  order  from  Mr.  Bayne  to  run  out  the  eleven-inch  gun  and 
fire  it.  I  threw  the  cover  off  the  gun  and  shipped  the  crank  for  running  her  out, 
I  asked  some  men  to  help  run  her  out,  and  could  get  no  one ;  they  ran  right  up 
the  turret.  When  I  saw  them  all  going  I  went  myself;  left  the  crank  shipped, 
the  gun  compressed. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  know,  any  time  before  the  vessel  went  down, 
that  she  was  filling  with  water  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  it  until  I  went  on  the  berth  deck ;  saw  the  lockers 
full  of  water. 

Question  hy  the  court.  Was  it  evident  to  you  that  the  men  on  the  berth  deck 
considered  the  ship  iu  danger,  and  that  they  considered  the  engine-room  the 
place  of  greatest  danger  t 

Answer.  I  know  some  men  on  the  berth  deck  knew  that  the  ship  was  in 
danger,  for  as  I  passed  from  the  turret  chamber  to  the  alley  way  I  heard  a  man 
say,  ■'  things  look  dubious."  I  suppose  aa  no  one  would  voluntGcr  to  go  to  the 
engine-room,  they  thought  the  ship  would  sink. 

Question  by  the  court.  State  the  names  of  the  officera  and  men  that  you  saw 
in  the  engine-room  when  yon  left  it? 

Answer.  Mr.  Merrian,  Gfeorge  Laighton,  Davis,  the  engineer's  yeoman,  and 
Gayhcn,  a  fireman.     There  were  other  men  ou  the  other  side,  hy  the  centrifugal 

Question  by  the  court:  When  you  went  to  the  engine-room  did  you  observe 
any  unusual  excitement  there,  and  did  the  officers  and  men  there  show  any  anx- 
iety by  words  or  actions  ? 

Answer.  When  I  went  into  the  eugiue-room  I  spoke  to  the  engineer's  yeo- 
man. He  did  not  appear  to  be  excited,  or  ask  any  questions  about  the  water  in 
the  ship.  Saw  the  men  have  hold  of  the  laniards  of  the  safety-valve ;  that  I 
never  saw  before.  Did  not  hear  any  of  them  speak.  There  did  not  appear  to 
he  any  excitement  that  I  saw. 

Question  by  the  coml.  When  you  left  the  engine-room  did  yon  meet  anybody 
going  to  the  engine-room  I 

Answer.  I  met  nobody  in  the  passage  until  I  passed  Robert  Nugent  in  the 
turret  chamber,  who  appeared  in  a  great  hurry,  and  was  going  towards  the  en- 
gine-room. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  after  you  passed  Coal-heaver  Robert 
Nugent  did  the  vessel  go  down  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  in  three  minutes'  time. 

Question  by  the  court.  Were  you,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  the  last 
inan  who  escaped  from  the  engine-room  t 

Answer.  I  think  I  was  the  last  man. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  many  people  did  yon  notice  on  the  berth  deck 
and  in  the  turret  chamber  when  you  were  on  your  way  for  the  last  time  to  go 
into  the  turret  ? 

Answer,  I  think  I  saw  eight  or  ten  trying  to  get  np.  There  was  a  rush  at 
the  ladder  and  I  told  the  men  to  go  on  the  other  side,  some  of  them,  and  get 
up  on  the  turret,  engine,  and  blowers.  I  heard  Mr.  Kingsbury,  who  was  taking 
off  gratings,  tell  them  to  come  up  that  side. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  if  any  men  in  the  turret  chamber  try- 
ing to  get  up  failed  to  do  so,  and  were  lost  1     If  any,  give  their  names. 

Answer,  I  don't  know. 
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Qneation  by  tie  court.  Bid  any  man  make  use  of  the  eleven-Inch  port  to  get 
clear  of  tbe  vessel  1 

Anawer.  I  did  not  aee  any.  When  I  came  up  the  turret  cbamher  some  water 
was  coming  in  the  port. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness;  he  pronounced  it  correct. 

Mr.  T.  J,  Griffin,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  1 

Anawer.  T.  F.  Griffin;  aaaistant  inspector  of  iron-elads. 

Question  by  the  court.  Is  the  iron  bulkhead  between  cabin  and  wmdlass- 
room  in  Monitors  water-tight  1 

Anawer.  It  waa  tbe  intention  of  tlie  contractor  ;  it  abouH  be  such. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  is  the  arrangement  in  Monitors  by  which  water 
is  carried  aft  in  the  bilge  to  the  pumps  1 

Answer,  By  a  water  limber  or  hollow  keel,  four  inches  in  depth  by  eighteen 
inches  wide. 

Question  by  the  court.  Are  there  any  holes  in  the  sixt«ea-iKch  cross-floors  1 
If  yes,  at  what  height  are  they  from  the  keel,  and  what  is  their  diameter  ? 

Answer,  To  the  best  of  my  belief,  there  are  two  three-inch  holes  through  each 
sixteen-inch  cross-fioor,  at  about  eight  inches  above  the  base  line,  the  base  line 
being  a  line  running  across  the  top  of  the  keel. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  holea  aro  there  in  the  forty-eight-inch  crosa- 
floors,  and  at  what  height  are  they  from  the  baae  line,  and  what  is  their  diame- 
ter? 

Answer.  There  are  two  eight-inch  holes  through  each  forty-eight- inch  cross- 
floor.     The  bottom  of  the  hold  is  thirty-two  inches  from  the  base  line, 

Question  by  the  court.  Describe  valve  at  bottom  of  water-tight  bulkhead. 

Answer.  A  sheet-iron  slide  valve,  four  inches  by  six  inches. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  weight  of  water  will  the  windlaSs-room  hold  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty-nine  tons  of  water,  exclusive  of  windlass  beams,  joiner 
■work,  &e. 

Question  by  the  eonrt.  How  much  will  the  bow  of  a  Monitor,  trimmed  as  the 
Weehawken  was,  (seven  inches  by  the  stern,)  be  depressed  by  having  the  wind- 
lass-i-oom  full  of  water  1 

Answer.  It  is  necessary,  in  answering  this  question,  to  have  the  centre  of 
weight.  I  do  not  think  it  would  bring  her  more  than  on  an  even  keel,  and  think 
she  would  still  be  by  the  stem. 

Question  by  the  court.  Will  that  depression  bring  the  hawse-hole  under  water  1 

Anawer.  I  cannot  reply,  not  knowing  her  draught. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  much  water  would  have  mn  in  through  the  lim- 
ber-bole, eighteen  inches  by  four  inches,  in  an  hour,  supposing  the  windlass-i-oom 
to  have  been  full  of  water  all  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  quantity  ran  in  would  sink  the  vessel  in  less  than  an 
hour  witliout  pumping. 

Question  by  the  court.  Supposing  the  water  to  have  free  passage  to  the  pumps, 
and  that  no  water  was  coming  into  the  hold  except  through  the  valve, in  the 
water-tight  bulkliead,  ai-e  the  pumps  sufficient  to  keep  the  vessel  clear? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  by  the  court.  Describe  the  manner  in  which  the  overbang  and  arma- 
ture is  secnred  to  the  hull  of  a  Monitor. 

Answer.  The  overhang  is  seem'ed  by  the  best  five-eighths  flanged  iron,  and 
double  riveted.  The  armature  is  secured  fii-st  by  an  angled  iron  shelf  extend- 
ing around  the  hull  of  the  ship ;  to  that  is  attached  an  armor  shelf  of  five-eighths 
plate  iron.  The  width  of  it  is  forty-eight  inches  amidships,  decreasing  to  twenty- 
two  inches  at  the  end  of  the  vessel.  This  ahelf  is  also  secured  and  held  in  place 
by  angle  iron  which  is  riveted  vertically  to  the  hull  of  tbe  vessel,  and  extends 
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at  right  flugleB  across  the  shelf;  securely  rireted  to  the  angle  ii-oa  ai-c  gusset  or 
knee  pieces  of  about  five-eighths  iron,  extending  at  their  lower  side  twenty-two 
are  inches ;  these  placed  at  about  every  three  feet  around  the  vessel.  The  ver- 
tical armor  timbers,  of  oak,  are  placed  between  these  knee  pieces,  and  held  in 
place  at  top  by  one-inch  bolt  passing  through  the  hull  of  the  vessel,  and  at  bot- 
tom by  an  angle  iron  step.  These  timbers  aie  also  held  in  place  by  one-inch 
hlunt  bolts,  which  are  driven  through  the  knee  pieces  fore  and  aft  the  ship.  The 
other  armor  timbers  are  composed  of  twelve-inch  longitudinal  timbers,  the  upper 
ones  being  of  oak.  The  aimor  plates  are  placed  on  these,  five  thicknesses  of 
oue-inch  plates  breaking  joints,  and  securely  fastened  by  IJ-inch  blunt  bolts  to 
the  timbers. 

Question  by  the  court.  Is  any  effort  made  to  prevent  the  eatranoe  of  water 
into  the  armor  timber  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  means  are  adopted  to  prevent  water  circulating 
iu  the  armor  timber  from  entering  the  vessel  over  the  Lull  t 

Answer.  It  would  have  to  pass  between  the  plank-sheer  and  top  of  the  angle 
iron.  This  plank-sheer  has  Deen  neatly  fitted ;  it  overlaps  the  topping  of  the 
angle  iron  about  half  way,  and  is  secured  to  the  deck-beama  by  blunt  bolls ;  and 
in  ctee  of  all  the  vessels,  I  know  it  has  been  calked,  or  has  felt  between  it. 
The  piank-sheer  is  also  bolted  to  the  armor  timbers. 

Question  hy  the  court.  Is  there  any  direct  connexion  by  means  of  bolts  be- 
tween the  plank-sheer  and  the  topping  of  angle  iron  in  which  the  hull  of  the 
vessel  terminates  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  not. 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  Suppose  the  angle 
of  the  veitic^  armor  timber  to  be  carried  av 
culty  in  entering  the  vessel  over  the  hull  ? 

Answer.  It  would  have  no  effect. 

Question  by  the  court.  In  your  opinion  could  a  strain  under  tlie  overhang, 
such  as  being  much  down  by  head  or  stern,  produce  an  opening  under  it,  but 
not  separating  it  from  the  lower  hull  sufficient  to  admit  water  in  the  vessel  to 
any  amount,  and  in  what  ijuantity? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  From  what  you  know  of  the  construction  of  Monitors, 
and  from  what  yon  know  of  the  condition  of  the  "Weebawken,  do  you  think  that 
the  increased  weight  of  ammunition  in  her,  combined  with  the  weight  of  water 
when  the  windlass-room  was  full,  increased  by  that  of  a  quantity  of  water  in 
the  hold  of  the  vessel,  could  so  affect  her  aiinature  as  to  make  her  take  in  water 
rapidly  under  the  spar  deck  t 

Answer.  No,  it  would  not  affect  her  ai-matnre.  Tho  cause  of  leaks  shown  on 
tliat  day  would  ho  due  to  the  depth  that  the  vessel  was  submerged. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  ever  notice  the  water-tight  bulkhead  between 
the  cabin  and  windlass-room  of  the  Weebawken?  And  S'  so,  state  when,  and 
what  was  its  condition. 

Answer.  It  had  the  same  general  appearance  as  the  rest  of  the  vessels. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  read  over ;  he  pronounced  it  cori-ect. 

Court  adjourned,  to  meet  Ueceuiher  S4,  18C3.    ■ 

United  States  Ship  Supply,  December  29,  1863. 
Tho  court  met  pursuant  to  adjoui-nment,  gides  of  wind  having  prevented  their 
meeting  since  the  23d. 

Present:  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L. 
.Davis,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Coi-nwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster'  B. 
F.  Munroe,  judge  advocate. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 22 
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The  proceedings  of  December  23  were  read  over  and  corrected  by  tbc  court. 

Mr.  T.  IT.  Griffin  was  recalSed,  and  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  court.  Since  your  last  appeai-ance  before  the  court  have  yon 
any  further  information  to  communicate  on  the  subject  of  the  holes  in  the 
sixteen-inch  cross-floors  ? 

Answer.  I  have  foiind  that  in  some  of  the  vessels  they  arc  perforated,  b\it" 
not  all  of  them ;  they  are  not  to  be  depended  on  as  water  limbers. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  likely  to  be  very  injurious  to 
Monitors  to  lie  for  any  time  in  water  where  worms  abound  t 

Answer.  Some  of  the  Monitors  have  been  shattered  in  the  armor  plating, 
exposing  the  wood  to  the  action  of  the  worms ;  it  may  have  been  affected 


n.  by  the  court.  You  have  had  some  experience  in  Monitors  during  bad 
■weather  in  their  present  anchorage  off  Morris  island ;  do  you  think  tliat  they 
are  likely  to  be  seriously  affected  hy  exposure  to  such  influence  for  one  year  1 

Answer,  From  examination  of  these  vessels  out  of  water,  after  the  heavy 
seas  the  Monitors  have  been  exposed  to  on  their  passage  from  the  north  to  this 
place,  I  can  see  no  danger  of  their  rupturing  themselves  under  their  overhang, 
which  is  considered  the  most  liable  to  be  affected. 

Question  by  the  court.  It  is  stated  in  evidence  before  the  court,  that  at  one 
period  it  was  observed  that  the  beams  of  the  Weehawken  showed  indications  of 
having  moved  inboard ;  what  cause  could  have  produced  such  an  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  can  see  no  cause  of  such  an  effect  while  the  vessel  was  afloat. 
Forces  which  wouliJ  weate  such  an  effect  would  have  to  be  greater  inside  than 
that  outside  the  vessel;  pressure  of  the  water  outside  has  the  tendency  to  keep 
the  vessel  together. 

Question  by  the  court.  Suppose  tho  vessel  to  be  actually  ruptured ;  might  not 
such  an  appearance  be  produced  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  see  how  the  beams  could  come  inboard. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  is  considered  aa  the  iloating  capacity  of  a 
Monitor  when  loaded  with  coals,  ammunition,  &c.  ? 

Answer.  Not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons. 

Question  by  the  court.  "What  weight  of  water  will  a  Monitor  hold  if  filled  up 
to  the  forty-eight-inch  floors  forward  of  the  turret,  supposing  the  ammunition, 
&c.,  to  be  stowed? 

Answer.  I  suppose  not  leas  than  two  hundred  tons. 

Question  by  the  court.  About  how  much  weight  would  sink  the  vessel  one  inch? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  positively. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness,  and  pronounced  con-ect. 

The  court  adjourned  till  ten  a.  m.,  December  30,  1863. 

United  States  Ship  Supply,  December  30,  1863. 

The  eourt  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L. 
Davis,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Cornwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B. 
i".  Munroe,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  December  29  were  read  over  and  corrected  by  the  court. 

The  testimony  of  a  diver  being  necessary  to  complete  the  case,  and  the  diver 
not  being  prepared  to  testify,  Qie  court  adjourned  till  ten  a,  m.,  December 
31,  1863. 

United  States  Ship  Supply,  January  2,  1864. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  gales  of  wind  having  prevented  their 
meeting  since  the  30th  December,  1863. 

Present :  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L. 
Davis,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Comwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B. 
P.  Munroe,  judge  advocate. 
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The  proceedings  of  Deeember  30,  1863,  were  rea^l  over  liy  the  court.  The 
prevailing  bad  weather  interferiug  moch  with  the  work  of  the  diyers  at  the- 
wreck  of  the  Weehawken,  and  it  being  desirable  to  close  the  record  in  the  case, 
the  court  concluded  to  dispense  with  the  testimony  ,of  si  diver. . 

All  the  evidence  in  the  ease  being  thus  in  possession  of  the  court,  the-  court 
was  cleared  for  delibemtion,  and  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  ad- 
duced, submit  the  following  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the  sinking 
of  the  Weehavten. 

On  the  forenoon  of  Sunday,  the  sistli  of  December,  1863,  the  Weehawken, 
Hiider  the  command  of  Oommander  -J.  M.  Duncan,  came  down  from  an  ad- 
vanced position  up  the  channel,  where  she  had  been  doing  picket  duty  during 
the  previous  night,  and  was  moored  at  a  buoy  called  Buoy  No.  2,  with  a  scope 
of  chain  of  about  ten  fathoms,  there  being  about  four  fathoms  water  at  the  buoy 
at  low  water.  Commander  Duncan  had  assumed  the  eommttnd  of  the  vessel  on 
the  afternoon  of  tlie  fifth  of  December,  and  conseq^nently  liad  only  been  in 
charge  of  her  for  about  eighteen  hours.  After  the  vessel  was  made  fast  to  her 
moorings.  Commander  Duncan  at  about  ten  a.  m.  left  the  vessel  and  proceeded 
on  boaa'd  the  flag-steamer  Phihidelphia,  where  he  remained  until  the  time  of  the 
disaster  which  befel  liis  command. 

On  leaving  the  Weehawken  CommMider  Duncan  saw  no  water  d 
the  deck  except  near  the  turret.  The  forward  part  of  the  deck  v 
the  battJe-pIates  were  up,  admitting  air  to  tbe  lower  deck  of  the  ■v 
communicating  door  between  the  windlasa-room  and  cabin  was  alei 
this  time  the  wind  was  fi-esh  from  the  northeast,  but  there  was  not  n 
The  open  hatebes  over  the  windlass-room  and  berth  deck  were  protected  by 
high  wooden  coamings  shaped  like  a  hopper,  wbich  shed  the  water  that  soon 
began  to  flow  on  the  deck  as  the  sea  i-ose.  'Notwithstanding  the  coaming 
around  the  forward  hatch,  some  water  continually  flowed  down  in  the  windlass- 
room  and  began  to  slop  into  the  cabin,  when  a  temporary  wooden  door  in  the 
water-tight  bulkhead  was  closed  so  as  to  prevent  the  water  entering  the  cabin, 
but  not  preventing  it  from  collecting  in  the  windlass-room  or  running  from  there 
through  the  limber,  into  the  vessel.  The  battle-plates  for  the  hatches  forward 
of  the  turret  were  resting  with  one  of  their  ends  on  the  rabbet  of  the  hatch,  , 
while  the  other  ends  were  triced  up  by  tackles  leading  to  ring-bolts  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  deck.  The  anchor  was  up  and  hanging  in  the  anchor-weO, 
no  precaution  having  been  taken  to  prevent  water  finding  its  way  into  the  ves- 
sel through  the  hawse-hole.  The  turret  was  keyed  np  quite  high,  such  having 
been  found  to  be  neceesary  in  order  to  avoid  a  friction  of  the  new  base-ring 
against  the  deck,  and  much  water  was  finding  its  way  into  thetveasel  through 
the  opening  under  the  tuwet,  the  composition-ring  having  ceased  to  perfoi-m  the 
work  for  which  it  was  designed,  viz.,  "that  of  preventing  a  leak  at  this  place." 
Thewater  that  entered  the  vessel  at  this  place  was  much  more  on  this  day  than 
had  ever  been  befoi-e  noticed,  and  before  the  sinking  of  the  vessel,  is  described 
as  rushing  in  in  a  steady  stream.  It  bad  been  uBiial  to  wrap  ai'ound  the  base 
of  the  turret  on  occasions  of  this  kind  a  piece  of  a  hawser,  serving  the  purpose 
of  a  packing  under  the  turi-et;  but  on  this  day  the  hawser  was  not  in  use. 

The  usual  trim  of  the  vessel  with  ammiinition  and  coals  on  board  had  been 
about  a  foot  by  the  stern,  but  a  short  time  before  the  disaster  there  had  been 
taken  on  board  twenty-five  tons  additional  weight  in  the  form  of  shells  and 
powder,  all  of  which  had  been  stowed  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel.  Her 
trim  was  thus  changed,  so  that  she  was  about  seven  inches  by  the  stem.  Such 
being  the  condition  of  things  on  board,  it  was  evident  that  as  the  sea  rose  ijuite 
a  large  quantity  of  water  was  finding  its  way  slowly  into  the  vessel,  and  this 
water,  owing  to  the  trim  of  the  vessel,  could  find  its  way  aft  to  the  pnmps  but 
slowly. 

The  limber  was  clear.     The  11-inch  gun  was  run  lu  in  the  turret,  and  the 
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port  being  open,  added  in  the  day  another  opening  througli  ivliicli  wal;oi'  fbuiid 
its  way  into  the  vessel. 

No  notice  was  taken  of  the  condition  of  thin^  as  here  stated,  nor  were  any 
measures  adopted  for  keeping  the  vessel  more  dry  until  about  one  p.  m.,  when 
a  heavy  sea  roihng  over  the  bow  broke  down  the  coaming  around  the  forward 
hatch,  and  tripping  the  battle-plate  from  its  position,  precipitated  it  into  the 
windlass-room,  where  it  hung  by  the  tackle  which  waa  fast  to  it. 

A  watch  was  called  on  deck  to  ship  the  battle-plate,  but  before  this  could  be 
done  three  or  four  more  seas  rolled  down  the  hatch,  depositing  a  large  amount 
of  water  in  the  windlass-room,  where,  with  the  exception  of  such  qnantity  as 
escaped  through  the  limber,  it  was  retained  by  the  iron  door  in  the  water-tight 
bulkhead,  which  had  been  closed,  a  short  time  before. 

While  securing  the  iron  door  below  with  its  tiim-bucklea,  much  water  came  in 
on  the  cabin  floor ;  and  in  order  for  this  water  to  find  its  way  into  the  bilge, 
two  of  the  hatches  in  the  cabin  floor  were  taken  up,  when  it  was  discovered 
that  much  water  was  under  the  cabin  floor,  aud  that  it  rose  rapidly.  This  was 
thought  to  be  caused  by  the  water  running  aft  through  the  valve  at  the  bottom 
of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  ;  and  when  subseq^uently  five  inches  of  water  was 
reported  in  the  hold,  it  was  still  looked  upon  as  proof  that  the  water  was  find- 
ing its  way  aft,  and  would  soon  reach  the  pumps. 

This  mistake  was  fatal  to  the  vessel ;  for  at  this  time,  notwithstanding  the 
depth  of  the  water  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  there  was  veiy  little  water 
aft  at  the  pumps,  showing  tliat  the  vessel  had  been  tipped  down  forward  by  the 
weight  of  water  in  the  windlasa-room,  and  that  all  the  water  in  the  vessel  was 
tending  to  the  depressed  point  forward. 

Much  time  was  then  occupied  in  veering  chain  (about  forty  fathoms)  on  deck, 
no  observation  being  made,  meantime,  of  the  accumulation  of  water  in  the  hold. 
About  fifteen  minutes  after  the  forward  battle-plate  was  shipped  in  its  place, 
the  berth-deck  battle-plate  was  also  shipped,  but  not  before  two  or  three  tons  of 
waiter  had  fonnd  its  way  into  the  vessel  through  this  opening.  Neither  the 
forward  nor  herth-deek  battle-plates  were  secured  down.  After  the  chain  was 
veered,  which  occupied  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  leaks  were  discovered 
in  the  rooms  of  the  ward-room,  which  could  only  be  caused  by  water  finding  its 
way  in  under  the  plank-^heei',  owing  to  the  state  of  immersion  in  which  the 
bow  of  the  vessel  was.  then  held.  The  volume  of  water  ponring  in  through 
each  of  these  leaks  is  described  as  in  quantity  about  a  barrel  a  minute.  At  the 
time  these  leaks  made  their  appearance  under  the  plank-sheer,  the  water  had 
risen  to  about  one  foot  below  the  cabin  floor,  A  short  time  afterwards  the  water 
was  found  to  have  riseu  to  the  level  of  the  deck  iu  the  ward-room,  and  about 
three  inches  above  the  deck  in  the  cabin ;  while  tlie  water  in  the  windlass-room, 
from  being  twenty  inches  high  when  the  iron  door  was  closed,  had  risen  to  the 
top,  as  was  shown  by  the  water  leaking  througt.the  speaking-tube  which  passes 
irom  the  windlass-room  to  the  turret-chamber  along  the  beauB  on.  the  berth 
deck. 

The  water  had  now  reached  such  an  elevation  forward,  and  the  body  of  water 
was  30  large,  that  it  began  to  make  its  a2)peai'auce  in  considerable  q^uantities 
aft.  The  fire-room  floor  was  awash,  and  all  the  pumps  working  up  to  their 
greatest  capacity.     The  centrifugal  pump  waajihrowing  water  freely. 

About  an  hour  and  a  half  had  elapsed  from  tlie  time  that  the  water  flooded 
the  windlaaa-room,  wbeu  it  was  found  that  the  water  had  lisen  to  the  top  of  the 
forty- eight-inch  cross-fioors  forward  of  the  turret ;  in  fact,  that  the  forward 
part  of  the  vessel  was  full  of  water  up  to  the  berth  deck.  The  weight  of  such 
a  body  of  water  amounts  to  more  than  the  floating  capacity  of  the  vessel  when 
loaded.  It  was  then  that  for  the  first  time  the  full  danger  of  the  vessel  was 
recognized  by  those  on  board. 

Signal  was  made  for  assistance.  By  the  time  it  was  answered]  and  the  word 
passed  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck,  the  Weehawken-  car^e(:^(.ttl.»a(:^ard. 
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id  in  abont  five  minutes  sunk  to  the  bottom,  where  she 
^        ,  b  showing  itself  about  two  feet  above  water. 

At  the  time  of  her  sinking,  there  were  attached  to  her  fifteen  officers  and 
seventy-sis  men.  Of  this  number  there  were  saved  eleven  officers  aad  fifty 
men,  making  the  sad  record  of  four  officers  and  twenty-six  men  lost.  These 
arc  supposed  to  have  gone  down  ih.  the  vessel.  The  watch  in  the  fire-room  did 
not  receive  the  order  to  come  on  deck,  and  they,  with  some  others  of  the  en- 
gineer's force,  must  have  perished  in  the  fire- room  when  the  water  struck  the  fires. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  Henry  W.  Merrian  was  not  on  watch  at  the  time 
iif  the  disaster,  but  is  known  to  have  been  in  the  fire-room  acting  as  a  volun- 
teer. A  coalheaver,  Robert  Nugent,  undertook  to  carry  the  order  to  the  fire- 
room;  but  as  he  is  among  the  missing,  it  must  bo  concluded  that  he  only 
I'eached  the  fire-room  in  time  to  share  the  fate  of  those  to  preserve  whom  he 
nobly  hazarded  and  sacrificed  his  own  life. 

The  speaking-tube,  in  common  use  for  passing  orders  from  the  turret-tham- 
bor  to  the  fire-room,  was  entirely  neglected  on  this  occasion.- 

The  opinion  of  the  court  on  the  facts  in  the  case,  as  here  detailed,  i!=,  that 
the  causes  of  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  were  : 

1.  The  additional  weight  of  ammunition  that  had  been  lately  put  on  board 
of  her,  leaving  her  trim  so  little  by  the  stern  as  not  to  allow  sufficient  inclina- 
tion for  water  to  get  to  the  pnmps  freely. 

S.  The  neglect  to  close  the  hawse-hole,  and  the  delay  in  closing  the  hatch 
o^'er  the  windlass-room,  which  permittod  the  rapid  accumulation,  at  the  forward 
extremity  of  the  vessel,  of  sufttcient  water  to  bring  her  nearly  on  an  even  keel. 

3.  The  large  amount  of  water  that  was  permitted  to  come  into  the  vessel 
under  the  turret  tjhrough  the  Xl-inch  port,  and  down  the  berth-deck  hatch, 
which  assisted  to  tap  the  bows  of  the  vessel. 

4.  The  amount  of  water  which,  owing  to  the  immersion  of  the  forward  part 
of  the  vessel,  came  in  under  the  plank-sheer. 

5.  The  absence  of  all  effort  to  relieve  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel  from  its 
depressed  position  by  rolling  shot  aft,  or  moving  any  weiglit  from  the  bow. 

The  court  does  not  consider  that  it  has  any  positive  evidence  that  the  hull  of 
the  Weehawken  is  ruptured.  Extensive  openings  were  apparent  under  the 
plank-sheer,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  testimony  to  indicate  a  rupture  of  the 
hull,  except  the  evidence  of  one  witness,  who  states  that  he  found  the  beams 
started  in  two  inches,  as  shown  by  the  paint-ffliflrks  having  separated  that  dis- 
tance from  the  ceiling.  The  court  is  unable  to  account  for  this  appearance.  All 
other  points  in  the  evidence,  it  thinks,  are  reconciled  in  the  statement  of  the 
facta  in  the  case,  as  already  set  forth. 

It  remains  for  the  court  to  express  itfi  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
it  recognizes  the  propriety  of  further  military  proceedings  in  the  case. 
E.  SIMPSON", 
Lieut.  Commamder,  Presidins  Officer  of  the  Court  of  Jnquivy. 
B.  F.  MUNEOE, 
Judge  Advocate  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry. 


[Jlemorandnm.] 

FlAG-StBAMEK   PHILAnRLPHIA, 

Off  Morris  Idand,  January  6,  1864. 

In  transmitting  the  foregoing  to  the  Navy  Department  I  beg  leave  to  append 
the  following  remarks  ; 

1st.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  was  entirely 
due  to  the  q^nantity  of  water  that  found  its  way  into  her. 
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2d.  It  cannot,  of  course,  be  absolutely  decided  that  there  was  no  leakage 
from  strain  or  rupture  until  the  vessel  ia  fully  examined;  but,  bo  far  as  the  evi- 
dence goes,  it  must  be  accepted  as  almost  conclusive  that  the  water  which  sunk 
the  Monitor  entered  by  the  hatches  and  other  apartures  belonging  to  the  con- 
struction. 

3d.  By  assigning  the'  additional  weight  of  ammunition  as  one  cause  of  the 
disaster,  and  giving  it  the  firat  place  in  order,  may  lead  to  the  opinion  that  the 
court  considei-ed  it  as  the  moat  important  cause  of  tlie  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 
With  this  I  am  unable  to  concur. 

My.  Griffin  states  the  floating  capacity  of  a  Monitor  like  the  Weehawken  to 
he  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  tone. 

The  weight  of  additional  ammunition  appears  to  have  been  about  twenty-five 
tons,  which  is  one-sixth  of  the  floating  capacity.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
with  no  more  additional  weight  than  twenty-five  tons,  tlie  Weehawken  would 
have  ridden  out  the  gale  as  easily  as  the  other  Monitors. 

4th.  How  far  the  locality  of  the  stowage  of  the  additional  ammunition  might 
have  effected  the  flow  of  the  water  aft  is  of  moment.  The  pilot  states  that  it 
changed  the  trim  of  the  Weehawken  from  twelve  inches  astern  to  eight. 

It  does'  not  appear  from  evidence  that  eight  inches  by  the  stern  would  be  in- 
sufficient for  the  flow  of  water  aft  to  the  pumps,  and  it  is  .certainly  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  inclination  thus  given  would  suffice,  unless  tiere  were  im- 
pediments in  the  way.  But  the  court  states  that  it  did  not  flow  by  the  limbers, 
and  that  the  pumps  did  not  draw  until  the  water  was  so  high  as  to  come  over 
the  bei-th  deck. 

Now  I  find  in  the  i-epoit  made  to  me  by  the  senior  engineeit  immediately  after 
the  disaster  that  the  water  did  come  "aft  veiy  fast,"  and  occupied  two  Wortli- 
ington  pumps;  but  aa  it  continued  to  gain  forward,  the  centriiugal  pump  was 
started.  "This  pump  worked  well,  but  drew  the  water  from  the  bilge  faster 
than  it  i-an  through  the  limbere,  and,  therefore,  for  a  time  it  was  sucking,"  says 
the  engineer.  Hence,  it  follows  that  the  'trim  of  the  vessel  did  not  interfere 
with  the  flow  of  the  water  to  the  pumps,  but  that  the  quantity  was  limited  by 
some  other  cause. 

.  The  limber  or  gutter  by  which  the  water  passes  to  the  pumps  is  eighteen  inches 
wide  by  four  inehes  deep ;  bttt  the  communication  to  this  gutter  from  the  chain- 
locker,  where  the  water  deposited, is  anaperture  six  inches  byfour  inches;  and  this, 
therefore,  is  the  measure  of  the  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  the  limber,  and 
which,  from  the  statement  of  the  engineer,  was  much  less  than  the  pumps  were 
capable  of  throwing  offi 

I  cannot  perceive,  therefore,  that  the  effect  of  the  additional  ammunition  on 
the  bnoyaaey  or  trim  of  the  hull  can  be  considered  hS  a  prominent  cause  of  the 
accident. 

The  mischief  was  really  done  by  the  entrance  of  too  much  water  tlirough 
the  hatches,  hawse-pipes,  &c.,  before  proper  measures  were  taken.  When  this 
was  done,  it  was  too  late,  and  the  example  will  lose  some  of  its  efficacy  if,  by 
any  course  of  reasoning  or  statement  of  the  case,  the  attention  of  Monitor  offi- 
cers is  directed  from  the  influx  of  water  as  the  real  source  of  peril  to  this  class 
of  vessels. 

The  foregoing  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry  concludes  "that  further  military 
proceedings  are  necessaiy." 

As  the  Navy  Department  has  directed  a  court  of  inquiry  to  be  held,  this 
opinion  of  the  court  Delongs  to  it  to  decide  upou.  I  therefore  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  whole  to  tke  pleasure  of  the  Kavy  Department,  and  have  the  honor  to 
he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
,  Com'dg  iS.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
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Engagements  mth  the  Ram  Arkansas,  July  15,  18S2. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartfobh, 

Below  Vicksburg,  July  11,  1863. 

Sib:  It  ia  with  deep  mortification  that  I  annotince  to  the  department  that, 
notwithstanding  my  prediction  to  the  contrary,  the  iran-clad  ram  Arkansas 
iias  at  length  made  lier  appearance,  and  taken  U3  all  by  surprise.  We  had 
heard  that  she  was  up  at  Ijiverpool,.  in  the  Yazoo  river,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  EUet  informed  me  that  the  river  was  too  narrow  for  our  gunboata  to 
turn,  and  was  also  shallow  in  places,  but  suggested  that  Plag-Offlcer  Davis 
might  send  up  some  of  his  ivon-clad  boats,  which  draw  only  six  or  seven 
feet  of  water.  ^ 

When  this  was  proposed  to  Flag-Officer  Davis  he  consented  immediately, 
and  General  Williams  offered  to  send  up  a  few  sharpshooters.  The  next 
morning  they  went  off  at  daylight,  and  by  six  in  the  morning  we  heard  firing 
up  the  river,  but  supposed  it  to  be  the  gunboats  firing  at  the  flying  artillery, 
said  to  be  lining  the  river.  In  a  short  time,  however,  the  gunboata  appeared, 
and  the  ram  in  pursuit.  Although  we  were  all  lying  with  low  fires,  none  of 
ua  had  steam,  or  could  get  it  up,  in  time  to  pursue  her;  but  she  took  the 
broadside  of  the  whole  fleet.  It  was  a  bold  thing,  and  she  was  only  saved 
by  our  feeling  of  security.  She  was  very  much  injnred,  and  was  only  able 
to  drift  or  go  at  the  slowest  speed — say  one  knot,  and  with  the  current  she 
got  down  to  the  forts  of  Ticksburg  before  any  of  us  had  steam  up. 

I  had  a  consultation  with  Piag-Officer  Davis,  and  we  thought  it  beat  to 
■  take  the  evening,  when  he  dropped  down  to  take  the  fire  of  the  upper  babtery, 
and  my  si^uadron  passed  down  with  the  determination  of  dfestroyiug  the  ram, 
if  possible;  hut,  by  delays  of  getting  in  position,  &e.,  it  was  so  da^  by  the 
time  we  reached  the  town  that  nothing  could  he  seen  except  the  flashes  of 
the  gtms,  so  that,  to  my  great  mortification,  I  was  obliged  to  go  down  and 
ancliov,  with  the  rest  of  my  fleet,  to  protect  the  transports,  m(irtar-bo at s,  &c. 

The  ram  is  now  repairing  damages — for  we  put  many  holes  through  her — 
though  we  do  not  know  the  extent  of  damage  done  to  her.  Be  assured,  sir, 
however,  that  I  shall  ledVe  no  stone  unturned  to  destroy  her.  I  regret  to 
report  that  the  loss  from  this  vessel  was  one  officer  and  two  men  killed,  and 
five  men  wounded.  The  total  loss  in  the  fleet  was  five  killed  and  sixteen 
wounded.  I  enclose  herewith  the  fleet  aurge(m'8  report  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  PARRAGTJT, 
Flag-Offioer,  Oomd'g  Weslern  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naoy,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 
Above  Yiokshurg,  July  15,  IS62. 
Sir  :   This  mornino;,  about  fl.lO  o'clock,  heavy  firing  was  heard  on  board 
this  veasul,  apparently  from  the  direction  of  the  Ya^oo  river,  the  cause  of 
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which  soon  manifested  itself  in  the  appearance  of  the  gunboat  Tyler,  Lieu- 
tenant Oommanding  Gwinn,  runningj  before,  and  closely  followed  by,  an 
iron-clad  ram — since  ascertained  to  be  the  Arkansas — escaped  out  of  the 
Yazoo  river.  This  vessel^ — of  a  similar  coDstrnction  to  the  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi,  destroyed  at  New  Orleans;  that  is,  with  a  screw  propeller  aud 
inclined  iron'sides,  armed  with  nine  guns — seemed,  from  her  movements,  to 
trust  entirely  to  her  invnlnerability  for  a  safe  run  to  thecover  of  the  Vicksburg 
batteries.  The  Tyler  made  a  running  fight  until  within  our  lines,  when  the 
vessels  opened  as  their  gnns  bore,  the  rebel's  speed  diminlBhing  very  visibly. 
This  gunboat  was  anchored  fourth  in  line  from  «p  river,  without  steam  and  en- 
gines under  repairs;  but  as  soon  as  I  heard  the  firing  I  ordered  tire  started 
and  steam  to  be  raised  with  all  despatch.  My  eleven-inch  giin  being  loaded 
with  a  ten-second-  shell,  which  I  had  endeavored  in  vain  to  draw,  as  the  rebel 
came  within  my  train  I  fired,  striking  him  fair,  but  the  shell  glanced  off 
almost  perpendicularly  iuto  the  air  and  exploded.  At  the  same  time  I 
opened  a  brisk  fire  with  all  roy  small  arms  against  his  ports,  which,  I  am 
confident,  prevented  them  from  manning  her  port  guns  till  after  she  had 
passed  us.  I  observed  one  man  in  the  act  of  sponging  tumble  out  of  the 
port,  sponge  and  all,  evideittly  shot  by  a  rifle  ball. 

I  found  my  ofiicers  and  men  ready,  but  such  was  the  suddcnnese  of  the 
appearance  and  passing  of  this  formidable  vessel  of  the  enemy  that  but 
little  time  was  afforded  ibr  any  coritinued  attack  upon  her  with  tlie  unwieldy 
gun  carried  by  this  vessel.  Aftei  passing  down  stream  out  of  my  line  of 
fire,  which  be  did  in  from  four  to  six  minutes  I  was  unfortunately  only  a 
spectator  of  the  final  result  Df  this  event 

I  am,  very  respectfully  join  abedient  sciv»nt, 

E    B.  LOWRT, 
Lieutena  it  C  mmanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota. 

Flag-Offlcer  D,  G.  Farragot 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockad  iq  Sj  <    Iron. 


Destruction  of  the  ram  Arhamas. 

Fi,46-Ship  Hartford, 
Baton  Rouge,  August  1,  1862. 
■  Sir;  It  is  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  my  life  that  I  am  enabled  to 
inform  the  department  of  the  destruction  of  the  ram  Arkansas;  not  because 
I  held  the  iron-clad  in  such  terror,  but  because  the 'community  did. 

On  the  4th  instant  I  sent  the  Tennessee  up  to  Baton  Rouge  with  provisions 
for  Commander  Porter  and  the  gunboats  stationed  at  that  place.  On  the 
night  of  the  5th  she  returned  with  the  information  that  the  enemy  had  made 
a  combined  attack  upon  Baton  Rouge  by  the  ram  and  two  gunboats,  the 
Webb  and  Music,  and  calling  for  assistance.  At  daylight  the  Hartford  was 
under  way  for  this  place,  with  orders  for  the  other  vessels  to  follow  me  as 
fast  as  ready. 

I  arrived  here  to-day  at  12  m.,  in  company  with  the  Brooklyn,  Westfield, 
Clifton,  Jackson,  and  Sciota.  I  had  sent  the  Cayuga  up  before  me,  agreeably 
to  a  request  of  General  Butler,  in  consequence  of  the  guerillas  firing  into 
some  of  his  transports.  On  my  arrival  I  was  informed  by  Commander  W. 
D.  Porter  that  yesterday  morning  -at  2  o'clock  the  enemy's  forces,  under 
General  Breckinridge,  attacked  General  Williams,  drove  in  his  pickets,  &c. 
General  Williams,  having  had  ajpple  warning,  was  all  prepared  for  him. 
The  fight  was  continued  with  great  energy  on  both  sides  until  10  a.  m  ,  by 
which  time,  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back  two  or  three  miles;  but,  unfor- 
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tunsitely,  the  gallant  General  Witliama,  while  cheering  on  hia  men,  received 
a  Minie  ball  through  his  heart. 

General  Williams  had  informed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ransom  the 
evening  beforu  of  his  plans,  and  requested  liim  not  to  fiie  a  gun  until  he 
notified  hira;  and  when  he  did  so,  oar  gunboats— the  Kineo  and  ICatabdio — 
opened  with  fine  effect,  throwiiig  their  ahella  directly  in  the  midat  of  the 
enemy,  producing  great  dismay  and  confusion,  among  tbem.  Lieutenant 
Ransom  had  an  ofBcer  on  the  State-house,  which  overlooks  the  adjacent 
country,  and  could  direct  the  fire  of  every  Bheii. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed.  Commander  Porter,  witb  the  gun- 
boats, went  up  stream  after^the  ram  Arkansas,  which  was  lying  about  five 
miles  above,  apparently  afraid  to  take  her  share  in  the  conflict,  according  to 
the  preconcerted  plan.  As  he  came  within  gunahot  he  opened  on  her,  and 
probably  soon  disabled  some  of  her  machinery  or  steering  apparatus,  for  she 
became  unmanageable,  continuing,  however,  to  fire  her  guns  at  the  Essex. 

Commander  Porter  says  he  took  advantage  of  her  presenting  a  weak  point 
towards  him,  and  loaded  with  inceodiary  shells.  After  his  first  discharge  of 
thia  projectile,  a  gush  of  fire  came  out  of  her  side,  and  from  that  moment  it 
was  discovered  that  ahe  was  on  fire,  which  he  continued  his  exertions  to 
prevent  from  being  extingniahed.  They  backed  her  ashore  and  made  a  line 
fast,  which  soon  burnt,  and  she  swung  off  into  the  river,  where  she  continued 
to  burn  until  she  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion,  thus  ending  the 
cai'eerof  thelastiron-ciadramof  the  Miseiasippi.  'J?here  were  many  persons 
on  the  banka  of  the  river  witnessing  tbe  fight,  in  which  they  anticipated  a 
iriumph  for  Secesaia;  but  on  the  return  of  the  Essex  not  a  soul  was  to  be 
seen. 

I  will  leave  a  sufScient  force  of  gunboats  here  to  support  the  army,  and 
will  return  to-morrow  to  Ne^  Orleans,  and  depart  immediately  for  Ship 
island,  with  a  light  heart  that  I  have  left  no  bugbear  to  torment  the  commu- 
nities of  the  Missiaaippi  in  my  absence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the.  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Off  Baton  Rouge,  August  6,  IS&S. 
Sir:  Thia  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  I  steamed  up  the  river,  and  at  10  o'clock 
attacked  the  rebel  ram  Arkansaa,  and  blew  her  up.     There  is  not  now  a 
fragment  of  her  left. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER, 
Com'ding  Division  of  FloliUa  in  Western  Waters. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Parhagot. 


RepoH  lif  Commander  IF.  D.  Potter. 

United  States  Gunboat  Esses, 

Off  Baton  Rouge,  August  6,  1863. 
Siii:  On  tlie  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I  was  informed  by  General  Wil- 
liams that  the  rebels,  in  considerable  force,  under  General  Breckinridge, 
were  moving  on  this  place.     The  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  with  two  gunboats, 
the  Webb  and  Music,  wen;  also  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  to  support  the^ 
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attack  of  the  rebul  army.  I  made  such  a  dispoeition  of  fae  naval  force  under 
my  command  as  I  thought  would  give  the  most  aid  to  our  small  force  on 
shore. 

On  the  morning'  ot  tlie  5th  instant,  at  1  o'clock,  the  enemy  made  an  attack 
on  our  land  forces  and  drove  in  the  left  wing  of  our  army,  Killing  Geneva! 
Williams.  Our  men  retreating,^!  opened  fire  with  shot  and  shell  over  them 
on  the  advancing  enemy,  and  turned  them  back. 

It  was  the  iotention  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  by  land 
and  water;  bnt  the  fire  from  the  Essex  and  the  other  gunboats  driving  the 
enemy  back,  evidently  disconcerted  their  plans. 

Though  not  making  her  appearance,  I  had  information  of  the  vicinity  of 
the  ram  Arkansas;  and  this  morning  I  determined  to  steam  up  the  river  and 
attack  her,  and,  if  possible,  prevent  her  rendering  further  assistance  to  the 
land  forces  she  was  co-operating  with.  At  10  a.  m.  I  came  in  sight  of  her,  at 
about  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  and  immediately  opened  fire.  After  an 
action  of  about  twenty  minutes  I  aucneeded  in  setting  fire  to  her,  and  at 
meridian  she  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion. 

The  Arkansas  had  a  crew  of  180,  and  mounted  ten  guns,  (six  8-iuch  g-nd 
four  50-pound  rifles.)  This  vessel,  the  Essex,  mounts  seven  guns,  and  had 
only  forty  men  on  duty  at  the  time  of  going  into  action.  My  first  master, 
E.  E.  Riley,  was  in  sick  hospital,  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Second 
Master  David   Porter  Eosenrailler,  who  conducted  himself  to  my  entire 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  D.  PORTEK, 
Commanding  Division  of  Flotilla  in  West&rn  WaXera. 
Hon.  Gideon  "Welijjs, 

Secretwy  of  the  Navy. 

Flog-O^sr  Firragut  gives  rebel  teporis  ()f  the  Arkansas, 

Flag-Ship  Hastfobd, 
New  Orleans,  August  10,  1863. 
Sik;  Since  forwarding  the  reports  of  Lieutenants  Fairfax,  Ransom,  and 
Roe,  we  have  picked  up  a  number  of  prisoners  from  the  ram  Arkansas,  all 
of  whom  I  have  catechised  very  closely.  They  agree  very  well  respecting 
her  exit  from  the  Taaoo,  and  her  passing  the  fleets;  they  also  agree  as  to 
the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  each  of  these  occasions,  making  in  all 
eighteen  killed  and  a  large  number  wounded.  At  Vicksburg  they  plated 
the  deck  with  iron,  and  foriified  her  with  cotton  inside.  She  then  came 
down  in  command  of  Lieutenant  H,  K.  Stevena,  (Brown  having  been  taken 
sick  at  Vicksburg,)  with  the  intention  of  making  a  combined  attack  with 
General  Breckinridge  upon  Baton  Rouge;  but  her  port  engine  broke  down. 
They  repaired  it  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  went  out  to  meet  tlie  Bssex 
tlie  next  morning,  when  they  saw  her  coming  up;  but  the  starboard  engine 
gave  way,  and  they  ran  her  ashore,  she  being  perfectly  unmanageable. 

They  say  that  when  the  gunboats  were  seen  coming  up,  and  the  Essex 
commenced  firing,  the  captam  set  the  ram  on  fire  and  told  the  crew  to  run 
ashore.  They  also  state  that  the  gunboats  Webb  and  Mugic  were  sent  for 
to  tow  her  up  the  river,  but  they  did  not  arrive,  and  neither  of  them  had 
been  seen.  This  is  the  statement,  all  of  which  is .  respectfully  submitted  by 
your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  &ulf  blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G.  ^  . 

-     rr:b,COOt^lC 
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Engagemmi  btlioien  tlis  ram  Arkansas  (tnd  ike  Essex  and  Colond  EUel's  mm,  on  Vie  Ibih  Julp,  1863, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  July  29,  1863. 

Sir;  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  department  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday 
about  noon,  with  the  ships  Brooklyn,  Richmond,  and  Hartford,  and  gunlioats 
Pinola  and  Kennebec,  the  other  gunboats,  excepting  the  Katahdin  and  Kineo, 
left  at  Baton  Eouge  for  the  protection  of  the  troops,  having  preceded  me. 

On  the  20th  iDstant  I  received  the  order  of  the  department  to  drop  the 
ships  down  the  river,  and  not  to  risk  them  before  the  batteries  more  than 
possible.  The  river  had  fallen  very  much,  and  my  anxiety  was  great  that  I 
should  not  be  able  to  get  the  large  shipfi  down,  >  tlnfortunately  the  iron-clad 
ram  Arkansas  came  down  on  the  16th,  before  I  received  your  order,  and  her 
commander  being  satisfied  by  the  reception  we  gave  her  that  she  was  not 
shot-proof,  kept  her  close  in  under  the  forts,  which  are  mounted  with  8  and 
10-iiich  colnmbiads  and  50-pounder  rifles.  Still,  Flag  OfBoer  Davis  was  de- 
termined that  as  Commander  W.  D.  Porter  thought  his  vessel,  the  Essex, 
was  shot-proof,  he  would  make  an  attack  on  the  ram  and  drive  her  down  to 
us  or  destroy  her.  He  had  also  determined  to  let  the  Sumter  run  at  her, 
and  to  let  Colonel  Eilis  also  attack  her  with  one  of  his  rams.  The  ram  lay 
between  the  two  forts,  at  the  upper  bend  of  the  river,  about  four  miles  above 
the  fleet. 

It  was  stipulated  that  I  was  not  to  pass  up  the  river,  but  be  ready  to 
receive  her  if  she  attempted  to  come  down.  TJnfortunately,  the  attack  was 
a  failure.  The  Essex  ran  at  the  ram,  but  beiug  so  clumsy,  they  let  the  bow 
of  the  ram  swing  off  from  the  shore  so  that  the  Esses  ran  fast  aground;  bat 
shedelivered  her  three  9-ihch  guns  into  the  ram  at  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
feet,  and  those  who  saw  the  ram  afterwards  say  she  had  a  large  hole  knocked 
into  her.  Colonel  Ellet'a  ram  also  ran  at  the  iron-clad,  but  the  fire  from  the 
forts  and  ram  so  damaged  her  that  it  was  with  difficulty  she  got  back  to  her 
anchorage,  and  it  was  only  remarkable  thit  she  was  not  destioyed  We  do 
not  fenow  that  she  damaged  the  ram.  The  feujatei,  fiom  bome  mibumlei 
standing,  did  not  go  in. 

This  was  a  daritig  act  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Ellet,  and  one  fiom  whii"h 
both  Flag-Offlcer  Davis  and  myself  tried  to  detei  hira 

-  The  Essex,  after  she  got  afloat,  ran  down  to  our  fleet  thiough  a  btoim  of 
shot  and  shell;  and  strange  to  say,  not  a  shot  stiuck  her  aftei  she  left  the 
upper  forts.  Hhe  was  only  penetrated  by  three  projectiles  fiom  the  lam  and 
forts,  viz:  one  9-inch  and  one  50-pound  rifle  solid  shot,  and  one  50  pound 
coiiical  shell.  The  last  went  thi'ough  the  casemates  aboat  six  feet  liom  the 
forwar.  corner,  and  exploded  inside,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  thiee, 
which  was  nearly  all  the  damage  done  the  ciew  The  9  inch  solid  shot  pen 
etrated  the  forward  casemate  nearly  amidship,  passed  thiough  the  iion,  but 
did  not  go  through  the  wood.  The  50-pouiider  iifle  p^s8ed  through  the  port 
quarter  and  lodged  in  the  ward-room,  doing  no  harm,  but,  of  course,  e<ich 
of  these  shots  started  the  wood  and  iron  considerably,  the  other  shot  in  the 
vicinity  would  have  done  much  damage. 

I  waited  a  day  or  two  for  General  Williams  to  make  his  preparations  for 
leaving,  as  he  had  determined  to  do  so,  not  having  well  men  enough  to  take 
care  of  the  sick  ones.  When  all  was  ready,  I  settled  with  Plag-Officer 
Davis  that  Commander  W.  D.  Porter  was  to  take  charge  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  river,  with  the  Essex  and  Surat«r.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  this 
force  fiuffioient,  for  there  are  two  gunboats  in  the  Eed  river  and  two  in  the 
Yazoo.     I  presume  Flag-Offlcer  Davis  will  destroy  those  in  the  Taaoo,  and 

-      t::b,GOO'^IC 
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my  gunboats  chasod  the  Music   and  Webb- up  the  Ked  river,  but  dre^v 
much  water  to  go  far. 

■Very  respectfully,  j'ouv  obedient  servant, 

'    D.  G,  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrc 

Hon.    GiDEOK  WEIiES, 

ISeorfilary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Attempt  to  blow  up  tha  Essex  with  a  torpedo. 

U KITED  States  Ikon- clad  Essex, 

Of  Baton  Rotige,  Jxne  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  an  attempt  on  tlie  part  of  the  rebels  to 
blow  up  this  vessel  with  a  torpedo,  and  its  failure. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  went  up  the  river  with  the  Essex  to  Port  Hudson 
OD  a  reconnoissance.  Arriving  abreast  the  centre  of  Profit's  island,  and  be- 
tween two  points,  one  making  out  from  the  island,  the  other  from  the  oppo- 
site shore,  I  observed  what  appeared  to  be  a  bnoy.  On  examining  it  with 
my  glass  I  found  it  to  be  a  large  deraijohn,  anchored  about  400  yards  from 
the  island.  I  immediately  suspected  the  reason  of  its  being  placed  there, 
and  turned  my  glass  to  the  island  shore,  and  near  it  observed  another  demi- 
john buoy,  and  ten  or  twenty  yards  outside  of  it  a  barrel  nearly  submerged. 
I  wished  to  stop  the  vessel  immediately;  but  as  we  were  almost  in  a  line 
with  the  buoj^s,  the  wind  blowing  half  a  gale,  and  right  aft,  and  the  vessel 
at  full  speed,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  stop  in  time,  and  I  was  forced 
to  pass  between  the  buoys  and  over  the  apparatus.  We  experienced  no 
trouble,  however,  and  proceeded  on,  finishing  our  reconnoissance  of  Port 
Hudson.  On  my  return  I  stopped  the  vessel  below  the  infernal  machine, 
with  her  head  up  stream,  sent  the  men  to  quarters,  and  despatched  two 
boats  to  take  up  or  destroy  the  apparatna.  from  the  inside  buoys  an  iron 
wire  (apparently  telegraph  wire)  was  discovered  leading  up  the  beach,  then 
over  a  glass  bottle,  {attached  to  a  tree  as  an  insulator,)  and  from  thence 
into  the  woods.  About  fifty  fathoms  of  this  wire  was  hauled  down  to  the 
boats,  and  its  connexion  with  the  buoys  severed.  All  the  buoys  were  then 
raised,  and  found  to  be  connected  by  wires,  and  a  torpedo  of  cylindrical 
form,  three  feet  long  and  a  foot  in  diameter,  made  of  boiler  iron,  and  finished 
in  a  most  workmanlike  manner,  was  found  attached  to  the  barrel  buoy,  and 
hung  thereto  with  about  a  doaen  turns  of  wire  rove  through  two  eye-holts 
riveted  in  one  end  of  the  machine;  the  other  end  had  a  pSog  fitted  in,  with 
a  wire  leading  through  and  communicating  with  the  interior.  A  number  of 
wires  appeared  to  connect  with  this  end  of  the  machine,  but  the  connexion 
could  not  be  understood,  as  the  wires  were  all  broken  while  raising  it,  or 
cut  immediately  after,  to  prevent  accident. 

We  raised,  in  aJl,  one  machine,  three  buoys,  and  about  one  hundred  fathoms 
of  telegraph  wire.  Other  portions  of  the  apparatus  were  lost,  together 
with  a  quantity  of  wire,  owing  to  the  latter  breaking  by  the  heavy  strain 
on  it,  in  attempting  to  weigh  the  lost  portions. 

This  apparatus  was  skilfully  made,  and  carefully  laid— exactly  in  our 
track,  and  between  the  points  already  mentioned,  which  contracted  the  river 
to  its  narrowest  bounds  Near  the  opposite  shore  the  current  runs  with 
gi-eat  velocity.  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  examine  the  contents  of  this 
machine,  but  after  making  a  few  careful  experiments  I  found  it  could  not 
be  opened  without  danger  of  moving  the  wire  ;  I  therefore  had,  it  taken 
on  shore  and  secured  in  a  hole  in  tlie  levee,  and  a  long  line  bent  to  the  wire; 
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tlien  a  boat  pulled  out  with  the  uthei-  end  of  tbo  lino,  am!  'wlien  it  became 
taut  the  machine  burst  with  a  tremendous  exploaion,  tearing  away  a  large 
piece  of  the  levee,  and  throwing  the  pieces  of  iron  in  evei-y  direction,  Ooe 
piece,  weighing  about  two  pounds,  Fell  on  board  the  vessel,  distant  about 
300  yards.  It  would  seem  that  the  machine  was  made  to  explode  both  by 
friction  and  electrUsUy.  I  think  there  were  others  besides  the  one  raised.  I 
consider  these  machines  too  dangerous  to  handle,  and  hereafter  ghall  destroy 
the  buoya,  and  taking  the  in-shore  end  of  the  wire,  drag  the  apparatus  well 
into  the  river  and  sink  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H    B    01LD\TELL,  aomirtander. 
Roar-Admii-al  D.  G.  Pakragdt,  U  S.  N  , 

Commander4n-Ckief,    Western  Gulf  Blocka'hng  Squadron. 

Forwarded  by  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALDBN, 
Oommandtng  Nawl  Forces,  Baton  Rougi'. 


Report  of  Commsndcr  Robert  Tovmsmd,  annmanding  Uiattd  SMes  deamer  Essex. 

United  States  Steamer  Essex, 

Giand  Ftew  Reach,  July  10,  1853. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that,  in  obedieuce  to  your  ordera,  given 
before  your  departure  this  morning,  1  proceeded  in  the  Eases  to  the  relief  of 
the  New  London,  the  Monougahela,  on  our  starboard  beam,  towing  ua  more 
rapidly  agaiuat  lie  current  than,  we  were  able  to  eteam  down  with  the  cur- 
rent last  evening.  We  found  the  New  London  ashore,  made  fast  to  the 
bank  below  Whitehall  Point,  and  out  of  range  from  the  battery,  a  position 
where  Lieuteuaut  Commander  Perkins,  after  much  difflcuUy,  had  succeeded 
in  placing  her.  The  Monougahela  got  her  off,  took  her  in  tow  on  the  pprt 
side,  and  made  fast  to  the  port  side  of  the  Essex. 

Thus  sheltered,  they  made  the  downward  trip  almost  unscathed.  As  the 
New  London  ia  completely  disabled  by  shots  through  her  boiler,  I  sent  word 
to  Lieutenant  Commander  Waters,  of  the  Kineo,  to  take  her  in  tow  to  New 
Orleans  and  report  to  you.  Lieutenant  Commander  Perkins  having  fruit- 
lessly sent  messages  to  Donaldsonville  I'or  assistance,  was  finally,  this  morn- 
iug,  obliged  to  proceed  thither  himaelf  Lieutenant  Day,  who  was  left  in 
charge,  although  wounded,  was  on  the  alert  and  preserved  good  order  and 
discipline  among  the  crew. 

On  our  way  up,  the  battery  at  the  head  of  Grand  View  Reach  did  not 
opennponus;  but  it  did  so,  spitefully,  upon  our  return.  The  battery  oppo- 
site College  Point  gave  us  a  wai'm  reception  both  going  aod  returning. 
Whiist  the  Monongabela  was  getting  the  New  London  afloat,  we  proceeded 
up  in  the  Essex,  off  Whitehall  Point,  and  opened  upon  the  Winchester  Plan- 
tation battery,  both  at  long  and  short  range.  They  did  not  return  our  Are. 
We  counted  seven  embrasures,  but  saw  no  guns  in  position  there.  A  crowd 
of  sharpshooters,  lining  the  levee,  disappeared  soon  after  we  opened  iire. 
Last  evening  and  to-day  wo  were  struck  by  shot  and  shell  nine  times.  One 
penetrated  the  solid  tiifiber  of  the  starboard  forward  guard;  three  glanced 
from  our  plating  on  the  sides  and  quarter,  doing  no  particular  damage;  the 
others  passed,  respectively,  throvtgh  both  sides  of  the  wheel  lionse,  the  awn- 
ing rail  and  furled  awning,  the  starboard  smoke-stack,  the  galley  funnel, 
and  both  ventilators. 

1  will  not  particularize  the  pattering  showevs  of  musket  balls,  as  tUey  did 
no  material  damage.  We  expended  of  100-pounder  riHe,^|9.-^ni^^^(*^ 
pounder  shell  aod  shrapuell,  150  rounds.  "  ■     -  ^ 
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Lieutenant  Commander  Dewey  displayed  coolness,  skill,  and  judgment  in 
managing  the  Monongahela  and  in  getting  off  the  New  London.  Ho  was 
able  to  \.se  his  bow  and  etern  guns  arid  boat  howiiaera,  and,  whilst  passing 
the  batteries,  he  did  so  effectiveiy.  Acting  M^ter  Parker,  executive  officer 
of  the  Essex,  worked  the  batt-ery  with  cool  discretion  and  ability,  and  mside 
a  number  of  excellent  shote.  Mr.  Attenborpugb,  our  pilot,  occupied  a  very 
exposed  position,  but  it  did  not  militate  against  the  skill  with  which  he 
habitually  directs  the  course  of  the  ship.  I  am  much  pleased  that  I  can 
speak  in  the  most  commendable  terms  of  the  conduct  of  ail  the  officers  and 
men.  It  is  also  gratifying  that  I  am  able  to  report  the  execution  of  your 
orders  without  loss  or  injury  to  toy  engaged  in  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
-  ROBERT  TOWNSBND, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabrmut, 

Gom'dg  W.  0.  B.  Squadron,  V.  S.  flag-Ship  Tennessee,  New  Orleans. 


MISSISSIPPI  SQUADRON, 


Eiiport  of  Oow.raandKT  H.  Walke  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Mound  City  in  the 
battle  of  Belmont,  Kentucky. 

Uniteu  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Mound  City,  November  9,  1861. 
SiK  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant  I 
received  inatrnctions  from  General  Grant  to  proceed  down  the  river,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Lexington,  under  Commander  Steinbel,  for  a  re  con  noise  an  ce 
and  as  convoy  to  some  half  dozen  transport  steamers.  We  proceeded  oppo- 
site to  Norfolk,  near  the  Kentucky  shore,  where  we  rounded  to,  and  anchored 
for  the  night.  I  then  learned  for  the  first  time  the  extent  of  the  recon- 
noissance. 

At  3  o'clock  the  following  morning,  at  the  request  of  General  Grant,  the 
Taylor  and  Lexington  started  down  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  engaging 
their  batteries  at  Oohimbua,  but,  after  proceeding  a  few  milea,  wc  were  met 
by  such  a  dense  fog  aa  to  render  any  farther  progress  hazardous  ;  we  there- 
fore rounded  to,  and  returned  to  the  point  from  whence  we  started.  At  6 
o'clock  we  all  got  under  way,  our  two  gunboats  taking  the  lead  and  convoy- 
ing the  steamers  containing  Generals  Grant  and  McOlernand  and  their  aide, 
.  and  some  3,000  troops,  two  companies  of  cavalry,  and  some  artillery.  We 
proceeded  down  the  river  to  the  extreme  end  of  Lucas's  bend,  and  just 
without,  aa  I  thought,  the  range  of  their  guns  on  Iron  banks.  After  the 
troops  had  disembarked  and  were  under  marching  orders,  (half  past  eight 
o'clock,)  our  two  boats  proceeded  to  engage  their  batteries  on  Iron  Banks, 
expending  each  several  rounds  of  shell,  and  returning  to  the  transports. 
Their  shot  passed  over  us,  though  in  some  instances  coming  very  close  to 
us.  At  this  time,  with  their  long-range  rifled  cannon,  they  sent  a  large 
number  of  shot  half  a  mile  above  the  tranapbrts.  I  requested  the  captains 
of  the  ti-anaporte  to  move  up  and  out  of  the  range  of  their  shot,  which  they 
did.  At  ten  o'clock,  the  engagement  having  commenced  at  Belmont,  we 
again  engaged  the  Iron  bank  batteries,  expending  still  more  shell,  their 
shot  flying  around  us  but  doing  no  harm,  while  our  shell  seemed  to  go  where 
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thcj  could  be  effi;ct)ve.    We;  I'oturned,  after  au  engagement  of  about  twenty 
minutea,  to  ttie  transports. 

At  about  noen,  hearing  tfie  battle  of  Belmout  still  going  on,  our  two  gun- 
boats made  a  third  attack  upon  their  batteries,  this  time  going  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  nearer  to  them.  We  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  shell,  and 
seemingly  with  good  effect,  while  in  this  engagement  one  of  their  24-pound- 
ers  struck  us  on  the  starboard  bulwarks,  and,  cootinaing  obliquely  through 
tlie  spar  deck,  took  off  the  head  of  Michael  Adams,  seaman,  and  broke  the 
arm  and  otherwise  seriously  injured  James  Wolle,  seam aa,  and  slightly 
wounding  a  third.  Acting  Surgeon  Kearney,  who  was  cool  and  assiduous 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  immediately  dressed  Wolfe's  wound,  but  con- 
siders him  in  a  critical  condition.  We  fired  a  few  more  shell  and  returned, 
keeping  up  the  fire  from  our  stern  guns  as  long  as  we  were  within  reach  of 

It  is.  providential  that. we  have  escaped  with  so  little  damage.  A  frag- 
ment of  one  of  their  sheila  struck  ns  in  tlie  stern,  doing  but  trifling  damage. 

When  nearly  all  our  troops  had  re-embarked,  or  were  about  ready  to  start, 
a  sudden  attack  was  made  upon  the  transport  -vesaeia  by  a  large  force 
coming  in  from  above.  Our  gunboats  being  in  good  position,  we  opened  a 
brisk  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  5"  shells,  silencing  the  enemy  with  great 
slaughter.  After  the  ti-ansports  were  under  way  we  followed  them,  throw- 
ing a  shell  occasionally  to  repel  the  enemy's  approach  to  the  banks.  When 
a  few  miles  up  the  river,  we  met  one  of  the  transports  (Oliaiicellor)  with 
Brigadier  General  McClernand  aboard,  who  stated  that  some  of  their  men 
were  left  t>ebiud,  and  asked  that  we  might  return  with  our  gunboats  and 
see  if  we  could  iind  them.  We  did  so,  the  Lexington  accompanying  us, 
and  between  us  succeeded  in  securing  nearly  all  there  were  left  betiiud,  to- 
gether with  about  forty  prisoners,  including  some  badly  wounded. 

We  then  proceeded  up  to  Island  No.  1,  when  the  Kob  Eoy  met  us,  with 
instructions  from  General  Grant  to  turn  over  all  the  troops  and  prisoners, 
and  to  remain  until  Colonel  Cook,  who  was  down  the  Kentucky  shore  on  a 
reconnois sauce,  should  return.  He  returned  at  ten  o'clock,  and  at  eleven  I 
weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  to  Cairo,  having  sent  tlie  Lexington  on 
before  me. 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  the  officers  and  crew  to  state  that  they  acted 
throughout  all  our  engagements  with  perfect  coolness,  ability,  and  courage, 
the  crew  answering  the  calls  to  quarters  with  an  alacrity  becoming  earnest 
co-operators  for  the  government.  1  was  astonished,  with  the  apparently 
new  material  we  have,  to  see  with  what  zeal  and  efficiency  they  all  per- 
formed their  parts. 

The  Lexington,  under  Commander  Stembel,  as  consort,  supported   me 
throughout  the  day  with  the  most  commendable  energy  and  efBciency. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Commander  O.  S.  N. 

Captain  A.  H.  Foots,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


[Telegram.] 

United  Stateis  GusBOir  Taylob, 
t,  below  Cairo,  January  II,  1862. 
Sib  :   yestei'day,  as  reported  to  the  department,  I  sent  Captain  Porter, 
(ith  the  fiseex,  aod  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding  with  tiie  St.  Louis, 
own  the  river  to  protect  the  advance  brigade  under  General  MoGJernanA,  _ 
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and,  also,  have  sent  two  other  gunboats  up  the  Tennesare  nver.  This 
morning  three  rebel  gunboats  came  up  from  Columbus,  and  opened  the  at- 
tack on  the  Essex  and  St,  Louie  at  long-range,  and  for  twenty  minutes  the 
fire  was  very  brisk  between  the  five  boats  engaged,  when  the  rebel  boats 
retreated,  but  a  rnnning  fire  was  continued  for  an  hour,  until  the  rebel 
boats  were  driven  behind  their  batteries  at  Columbus.  Captain  Porter  be- 
lieves that  one  of  the  rebel  boats  was  disabled. 

A,  E.  FOOTE,  Fhg-Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Foote,  enctosivg  report  of  Commander  W.  B.  Porter, 
of  the  gunboat  Essex. 

Cairo,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir  ;  I  forward  a  report  from  Commander  Porter,     The  rebel  gunboat 
shells  all  fell  short  of  oiir  boats,  while  our  shells  reached  and  ranged  beyond 
their  boats,  showing  the  greater  range  of  our  guns,  but  the  escape  of  the 
rebels  showed  the  greater  speed  of  tlioir  boats. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,, 

A.  H-  FOOTE,  Flag-Offi.cn\ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  Statbs  Gdsboai  Esses, 

F'ort  Jefferson,  January  13,  1863, 
Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  General  McClernand  sent  on  boai^d  this 
vessel  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  moving  up  the  river  from  Co- 
lumbus with  several  vessels,  towing  up  a  battery,  I  immediately  signalled 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding,  of  the  St.  Louis,  to  get  under  way  and 
prepare  for  action.  A  very  thick  fog  coming  on,  we  were  compelled  to 
steaia  slowly  down  the  river,  but  about  10  o'clock,  or  a  little  after,  it  rose, 
and  showed  us  a  large  steamer  at  the  head  of  Lucas's  bend.  We  heard  her 
whistle  the  moment  we  were  seen  by  them.  Shortly  after  whistling  she 
was  joined  by  another  large  and  a  small  steamer.  We  pursued  ouv  course 
steadily  down  the  river,  and  when  within  long  range  the  large  steamer 
fired  a  heavy  shell  gnn,  which  struck  the  sand  bar  between  us  and  ricocheted 
witliin  about  two  hundred  yards  of  tiiia  vessel  and  burst.  We  at  this  time 
did  not  return  the  fire,  but  continued  our  course  down  in  order  to  near  the 
vessel.  By  this  time  the  large  steamer  was  joined  by  her  consorts,  and 
they  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us,  I  now  hailed  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Paulding,  and  directed  him  to  try  one  of  his  rifle  cannon.  He  instantly 
fired,  and  sent  his  shot  completely  over  the  enemy.  I  then  opened  from  my 
bow  guns,  and  the  action  became  brisk  on  both  sides  for  about  twenty  min- 
utes, the  enemy  firing  by  broadsides.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the  enemy 
hauled  off  and  stood  down  the  river,  rounding  to  occ£«ionaily  and  giving  us 
broadsides.  This  running  fight  continued  until  he  reached  the  shelter  of  his 
batteries  on  the  Iron  bank,  above  Columbus,  We  continued  the  action,  and 
drove  him  behind  their  batteries  in  a  crippled  condition,  as  we  could  dis- 
tinctly see  our  shell  explode  on  bis  decks.  The  action  lasted  over  an  hour, 
and  terminated,  as  I  think,  in  a  complete  defeat  of  the  enemy's  boats,  supe- 
rior in  size  and  number  of  guns  to  Ihe  Essex  and  St.  Louis.     On  the  12th 
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General  McClernand  requested  me  to  make  a  reconnoiasance  towards  the 
Iron  banks.  I  did  so,  and  offered  the  enemy  battle  by  firing  a  round  shot 
at  their  battery,  but  they  did  not  respond,  nor  did  I  see  anything  of  their 
boats.  I  have  since  been  informed,  through  the  general,  that  the  boats  of 
tlie  enemy  were  completely  disabled,  and  the  panic  became  so  great  at  the 
Iron  banks  that  the  gunners  deserted  their  gnns. 

The  fire  of  the  St,  Lonia  was  precise,  and  the  shot  told  well.  The  ofBcers 
and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  firmness — Mr.  Kiley,  our  first  master, 
carrying  out  all  my  orders  strictly,  while  tlie  officers  of  the  gun  divisions, 
Messrs.  Laning  and  Ferry,  paid  particular  attention  to  the  pointing  of  their 
respective  guns.  Mr.  Brittan,  my  aid,  paid  all  attention  to  my  orders,  and 
conveyed  them  correctly  and  with  alacrity.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  and 
men  on  board  behaved  like  veterans. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


Flag-Officer  A.  II.  Foots. 


W.  D.  PORTBE,  Oommandffr. 


Flag-Officer  Footers  report  of  aliack  on  Fort  Henry,  Fehrvary  6,  1863, 
Oiiso,  III.,  Fdiruary  1,  1862, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant,  at  12i  o'clock  p. 
m.,  I  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  with  the  iron- 
clad gunboats  Cincinnati,  Commander  Stembel;  the,  flag^ship  Esses,  Com- 
mandei'  Porter;  the  Oarondelet,  Comoiander  Waike,  and  St.  Louis,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Paulding;  also  taking  with  me  the  three  o!d  gunboats  Cou- 
estoga.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps;  the  Taylor,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Gtwinn,  and  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  as  a  second 
division,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  which  took  position 
astern  and  inshore  of  the  armored  boats,  doing  good  execution  there  in  the 
action,  while  the  armored  boats  were  placed  in  the  first  order  of  steaming, 
approaching  the  fort  in  a  parallel  !iue. 

The  fire  was  opened  at  seventeen  hundred  yards  distance  from  the  flag- 
ship, which  was  followed  by  the  other  gunboats,  and  responded  to  by  the 
fort.  As  we  approached  the  fort  under  slow  steaming  till  we  reached  'vithia 
aix  hundred  yards  of  the  rebel  batteries,  the  fire,  both  from  the  gunboats 
and  forts,  increased  in  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  range.  At  twenty  minutes 
before  the  rebel  flag  was  struck,  the  Essex,  unfortunately,  received  a  ahot 
in  her  boilers,  which  resulted  in  the  wounding,  by  scalding,  of  twenty-nine 
officers  and  men,  including  Commander  Porter,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  en- 
closed list  of  casualties.  The  Essex  then  necessarily  dropped  out  of  line, 
aatem,  entirely  disabled,  and  unable  to  continue  the  fight,  in  which  she  had 
so  gallantly  participated  until  the  sad  catastrophe.  The  firing  continued 
with  unabated  rapidity  and  effect  upon  the  three  gunboats,  as  they  continued 
still  to  approach  the  fort  with  their  destructive  fire  until  the  rebel  flag  was 
hauled  down,  after  a  severe  and  closely-contested  action  of  one  hour  and 
fifteen  minutes. 

A  boat,  containing  the  adjutant  general  and  captain  of  engineers,  came 
alongside  after  the  flag  was  lowered,  and  reported  that  General  Lloyd  Tilgh^ 
man,  the  commander  of  the  fort,  wished  to  communicate  with  the  flag-officer, 
when  I  despatched  Commander  Stembel  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps, 
with  orders  to  hoist  the  American  flag  where  the  secession  ensign  had  been 
flying,  and  to  inform  General  Tilghman  that  I  would  see  him  on  board  the 
flag-ship.    He  came  on  board  soon  after  the  Union  had  been  substituted  by 

Commander  Stembel  for  the  rebel  flag  on  the  fort,  a "  ' 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 23 


o,Goot^lc 
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I  received  the  general,  his  staff,  and  some  sixty  or  seventy  men  aa  pria- 
oners,  and  a  boapital  ship  containing  sixty  invalids,  together  with  the  fort 
and  its  effects,  monnting  twenty  guns,  mostly  of  heavy  calibre,  with  barracks 
and  tents  capable  of  accommodating  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  snndry 
articles,  which,  as  I  turned  the  fort  and  its  effects  over  to  General  Gtraot, 
commanding  the  army,  on  hie  arrival  in  an  hour  after  we  had  made  the  cap- 
ture, he  will  be  enabled  to  give  the  government  a  more  correct  statement 
of  than  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  from  the  short  time  I  bad  possession 
of  the  fort.  The  plan  of  the  attack,  so  far  as  the  army  reaching  the  rear  of 
the  fort  to  make  a  demonstration  simultaneously  with  the.  navy,  was  frus- 
trated by  the  excessively  muddy  roads  and  high  stage  of  water  preventing 
the  arrival  of  our  troops  until  some  time  after  I  had  taken  possession  of  the 
fort. 

On  securing  the  prisoners  and  making  necessary  preliminary  arrange- 
ments, I  despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  up 
the  Tennessee  river,  as  I  had  previously  directed,  and  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
enclosed  orders  to  him  to  remove  the  rails,  and  so  far  render  the  bridge 
incapable  of  railroad  transportation  and  communication  between  Bowling 
Green  and  Columbus,  and  afterwards  to  pursue  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  secnre 
their  capture,  if  possible.  This  being  accomplished,  and  the  army  in  pos- 
session of  the  fort,  and  my  services  being  indispensable  at  Cairo,  I  left  Port 
Henry  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  with  the  Cincinnati,  Esses,  and  St. 
Louis,  and  arrived  here  this  morning. 

The  armored  gunboats  resisted  effectually  the  shot  of  the  enemy  when 
striking  the  casemate.  The  Cincinnati  (flag-ship)  received  thirty-one  shots; 
the  Essex  fifteen;  the  St.  Louis  seven,  and  the  Oarondelet  six— killing  one, 
and  wounding  nine  in  the  Cincinnati,  and  killing  one  in  the  Essex;  while 
the  casualties  in  the  latter  from  steam  amounted  to  twenty-eight  in  number. 
The  Oarondelet  and  St.  Louis  met  with  no  casualties. 

The  steamers  were  admirably  handled  by  their  commanders  and  officers, 
presenting  only  their  bow  guns  to  the  enemy,  to  avoid  exposure  of  the  vul- 
nerable parts  of  their  vessels.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  his 
division,  also  executed  my  orders  very  effccttially,  and  promptly  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  their  further  execution,  after  the  capture  of  the  fort.  In  fact, 
all  the  officers  and  men  gallantly  performed  their  duty,  and,  considering  the 
little  experience  they  have  had  under  fire,  far  more  than  realized  my  expec- 
tations. 

Port  Henry  was  defended  with  the  most  dctei-mined  gallantry  hy  General 
Tiighman,  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  who,  from  his  own  account,  went  into 
action  with  eleven  guns  of  heavy  calibre  bearing  upon  our  boats,  which  he 
fought  until  seven  of  the  number  were  dismounted  or  otherwise  rendered 
useless. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  part  token  by  the  Oarondelet  in  the  c(qy(ure  of  Fort  Henry. 
UtriTEn  States  Gdnboat  OARoNnELBT, 
Fort  Henry,  Tennessee  River,  February  8,  1362. 
Sm:  Tn  compliance  with  your  special  order  of  the  2d  instant,  and  in  accord- 
aace  to  your  signal  number  of  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I  respectfully  report 
the  incidents  which  oecul-red  •n  board  this  vessel,  connected  with  the  vict(»y 
you  so  nobly  won,  in  the  capture  of  Port  Henry  on  that  day. 
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The  Oarondelet  was  kept  in  lino  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the  other  boats, 
(first  order  of  steaming,)  with  the  exception  of  being  interlocked  with  the 
tit.  Louis  a  coQaiderable  portion  of  the  time,  in  consequence  of  being  crowded, 
and,  by  mistake  of  our  pilot  in  ringing  the  bell  to  back,  instead  of  oae  to  go 
ahead,  according  to  my  repeated  orders,  the  boat  lost  one  length  astevu  of 
her  position  for  the  space  of  two  or  three  minutes.  The  mistake  being 
immediately  corrected,  she  resumed  her  position  in  line,  keeping  up  a  con- 
tiuued,  steady,  and  careful  firing  upon  the  enemy's  batteries  from  the  instant 
you  fired  your  first  gun  until  he  struck.     None  killed  or  wounded  on  board. 

The  Oarondelet  was  struck  nine  or  ten  times  during  the  engagement  by 
the  enemy's  shot,  as  follows;  five  times  on  plating  of  the  bow,  four  of  which 
were  within  eight  inches  of  the  ports;  one  upon  the  starboard  bow,  under 
water;  one  on  the  port  broadside,  cutting  the  timbers  and  planking  some 
six  feet;  one  taking  away  a  section  of  the  port  hammock  nettings;  one 
taking  away  a  portion  of  the  port  awning  stanchion;  and  another  cutting 
away  the  gig's  fall. 

It  is  witti  pleasure  and  pride  that  I  have  to  state  that  during  the  action 
the  officers  and  crew  under  my  command  performed  their  duties  with  per- 
fect courage,  coolness,  and  ability,  so  far  as  I  could  observe;  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  on  shore,  that  their  aim 
was  correct,  their  shot  striking  with  terrible  effect  on  Fort  Heni-y. 

With  most  sincere  congratulations,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKl, 
Commander,  United  Slates  Navy. 

Flag-OfScer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Com'dg  Naval  Forces,    Western  Waters. 


Unit  En  States  Gun  do  at  Cokestosa, 

Fort  Henry,  Tennessee,  February  6,  1862. 
Sir  ;  In  conformity  with  your  directions,  the  division  of  gunboats  under 
my  command,  consisting  of  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Coramanding  Gwin;  Lex-- 
ington.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  and  this  vessel,  in  the  attack  of  this 
morning  on  this  work,  took  up  a  position  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and 
opened  fire  with  shells  immediately  after  your  first  gun  was  fired,  and  con- 
tinued firing  until  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled  down,  having  succeeded  in 
throwing  shells  without  firing  over  your  flag-ship,  or  over  the  other  iron- 
plated  boats  in  close  contact  with  the  fort.  There  were  fired  from  this  ves- 
sel seventy-five  32-poHnder  shells,  fourteen  12-pounder  rified  shells,  and  two 
round  shot.  No  injury  was  done  to  either  of  the  vessels,  and  no  casualties 
occurred,  though  we  were  at  times  exposed  to  the  ricochet  of  the  close  fire 
upon  your  vessel,  as  well  as  to  the  direct  fire  of  a  33-ponnder  rifled  piece 
until  it  burst.  The  commanders  of  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  handled  their 
vessels  with  excellent  judgment.  I  enclose  their  reports.  The  officers  and. 
crew  of  this  vessel  displayed  coolness  and  an  admirable  spirit  in  this  action.. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L,  PHELPS, 
lAeidenant  Commanding,  United  -Stales  Navy; 
FlHg-Officcr  A.  H.  Foots,  IT.  S.  N., 

Com'dg  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Foote,  forwarding  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps's: 
report  of  operations  on  the  Tennessee  river. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  St.  Loms, 

Paducah,  February  12,  1862. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  and  high  gratification  to  forward  to  the  department 
the  official  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  has,  with  consummate  skill,  courage,  and  judgment,  performed 
a  highly  beneficial  service  to  the  goverBment,  which,  I  donbt  not,  will  ap- 
preciate it.  I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Phelps  for  this  his  signal  service  in  hia  long  cruise  to  the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  Tennessee  river. 

I  am  oow',  with  three  iron-clad  steamers,  ascending  the  Cumberland  river, 
to  co-operate  with  General  Grant  in  an  attack  on  Port  Donelaon.  Lieuten- 
ant  Conimanding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  accompanies  me. 

In  great  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavy. 


Lkulenant  Commanding  Phelps's  report  of  operaHons  on  the  Tennessee  river. 

Unitbh  States  Gdnboat  Conbstooa, 
TeriTiessee  River,  Fdjruary  10,  1862. 

Sm :  Soon  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry,  on  the  ,6th  instant,  I  pro- 
ceeded, in  obedience  to  your  order,  up  the  Tennessee  river,  with  the  Tyler, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin;  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk, 
acd  this  vessel,  forming  a  division  of  the  flotilla,  and  arrived  after  dark  at 
the  raikoad  crossing,  twenty-five  miles  above  the  fort,  having  on  the  way 
destroyed  a  smalt  amount  of  camp  equipage  abandoned  by  the  flying  rebels. 
The  draw  of  the  bridge  was  found  closed,  acd  the  machinery  for  turning  it 
disabled.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  above  were  several  rebel  transport  steam- 
ers escaping  up  stream. 

A  pai'ty  was  lauded,  .and  in  one  hour  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  draw 
open.  The  Tyler  being  the  slowest  of  the  gunboats.  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Gwin  landed  a  force  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the  railroad  track  and  to 
secure  such  military  stores  as  might  be  found,  while  I  directed  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shirk  to  follow  me  with  all  speed  in  chase  of  the  fleeing  boats. 
In  five  hours  this  boat  succeeded  in  forcing  the  rebels  to  abandon  and  burn 
three  of  their  boats  loaded  with  military  stores.  The  first  one  fired  (Samuel 
Orr)  had  on  board  a  quantity  of  submarine  batteries,  which  very  soon  ex- 
ploded. The  second  one  was  freighted  with  powder,  cannon,  shot,  grape, 
balls,  &c.  Fearing  an  explosion  from  the  flred  boats — there  were  two  to- 
gether— I  had  stopped  at  a  distance  of  one  thousand  yards ;  but  even  there 
our  skylights  were  broken  by  the  concussion,  the  light  upper  deck  was 
■raised  bodily,  doors  were  forced  open  and  locks  and  fastenings  everywhere 
broken. 

The  whole  river,  for  half  a  mile  round  about,  was  completely  "  beaten  up" 
by  the  falling  fragments  and  the  shower  of  shot,  grape,  balls,  &c.  The  house 
of  a  reported  Union  man  was  blown  to  pieces,  and  it  is  suspected  there  was 
design  in  landing  the  boats  in  front  of  the  doomed  home.  The  Lexington 
having  fallen  astero,  and  being  without  a  pilot  on  board,  I  concluded  to  wait 
for  both  of  the  boats  to  come  up.    Joined  by  them,  we  proceeded  up  the 
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river.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwiii  liad  destroyed  some  of  the  trestle- 
work  at  the  end  of  tlie  bridge,  burning  with,  tliem  a  lot  of  camp  equipage. 
I.  N.  Brown,  formerly,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  now  signing  himself  "  Lieut. 
C.  S,  N.,"  had  fled  with  such  precipitation  as  to  leave  his  papers  behind, 
TJiese  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  brought  away,  and  I-  send  them  to 
you,  as  they  give  an  ofSoial  history  of  the  rebel  floating  preparations  on  the 
Mississippi,  Cumberland,  and  Tennessee.  Lieutecant  Brown  had  charge  of 
the  constrnctioB  of  gunboats. 

At  night  on  the  Ith  we  arrived  at  a  landing  in  Hardin  county,  Tenneaaee, 
known  as  Cerro  Gordo,  where  we  found  the  steamer  Eastport  being  con- 
verted intifJ  a  gunboat.  Armed  boat  crews  were  immediately  sent  on  board, 
and  search  made  for  means  of  destruction  that  might  have  been  devised. 
She  had  been  scuttled  and  the  suction-pipes  broken.  These  leaks  were  soon 
stopped.  A  number  of  rifle  shots  were  tired  at  our  vessels,  but  a  couple  of 
shells  dispersed  the  rebels.  On  examination  I  found  that  there  were  large 
quantities  of  timber  and  lumber  prepared  for  fitting  up  the  Eastport;  that 
the  vessel  itself — some  280  feet  long — was  in  excellent  condition,  and 
already  half-finished;  considerable  of  the  plating  designed  for  her  was  lying 
on  the  bank,  and  everything  at  hand  to  complete  her  I  therefore  directed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  to  remain  with  the  Tjlei  to  gu'iid  the  prize 
and  to  load  the  lumber,  &c.,  while  the  Lexington  and  Conestoga  should  pro- 
ceed still  higher  up. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  the  8th  we  passed  Eastport,  Mississippi;  and  at 
Chickasaw,  further  up,  near  the  State  line,  seized  two  steamers,  the  Sallie 
Wood  and  Muscle — tne  former  laid  up,  and  the  latter  freighted  with  iron 
destined  for  Richmond  and  for  rebel  use.  We  then  proceeded  on  up  the 
river,  entering  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  ascending  the  Florence  at  the  foot 
of  the  Muscle  Shoals.  On  coming  in  sight  of  the  town  three  steamers  were 
discovered,  which  were  immediately  set  on  fire  by  the  rebels.  Some  shots 
were  fired  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  below.  A  force  was  landed, 
and  considerable  quantities  of  supplies,  marked  "  Fort  Henry,"  were  eecured- 
from  the  burning  wrecks.  Some  had  been  landed  and  stored.  These  1. 
seized,  putting  such  as  we  could  bring  away  on  our  vessels,  and  destroying 
the  remainder.  No  flats  or  other  craft  couldbe  found.  I  found,  also,  more 
of  the  iron  and  plating  intended  for  the  Eastport. 

A  deputation  of  citizens  of  Florence  waited  upon  me,  first  desiring  that 
they  might  be  made  able  to  quietthefearsof  their  wives  and  daughters  with 
assufances  from  me  that  they  would  not  be  molested;  and  secondly,  praying 
that  I  would  not  destroy  their  railroad  bridge.  As  for-  the  first,  I  told 
them  we  were  neither  ruffians  nor  savages,  and  that  we  were  there  to  protect 
from  violence  and  to  enforce  the  law;  and  with  reference  to  the  second,  that 
if  the  bridge  were  away  we  could  ascend  no  higher,  and  that  it.  could  pos- 
sess no  military  importance,  so  far  as  I  saw,  as  it  simply  connected  Flor- 
ence itaelf  with  the  railroad  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river. 

We  had  seized  three  of  their  steamers — one  the  half-finished  gunboat — 
and  had  forced  the  rebels  to  bum  six  others  loaded  with  supplies;  and  their 
loss,  with  that  of  tho  freight,  is  a  heavy  blow  to  the  enemy.  Two  boats  are 
still  known  to  be  on  the  Tennessee,  and  are  doubtless  hidden  in  some  of  the 
creeks,  where  we  shall  be  able  to  find  them  when  there  is  time  for  the 
search.  We  returned,  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  to  where  the  Eastport  lay. 
Tho  crew  of  the  Tyler  had  already  gotten  on  board  of  the  prize  an  im- 
mense amount  of  lumber,  &c.  The  crews  of  the  three  boats  set  to  work  to 
finish  the  undertaking,  and  we  have  brought  away  probably  250,000  feet  of 
the  best  quality  of  ship  and  building  lumber,  all  the  iron,  machinery,  spikes, 
plating,  nails,  ifcc,  belonging  to  thorebel  gunboats,  and  I  caused  the  mill 
to  ho  destroyed  where  the  lumber  had  been  sawed. 
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Lieutenant  CommandiDg  Gwin  had,  in  our  absence,  enlisted  some  twenty- 
five  TennesBceaDS,  who  gave  information  of  the  encampment  of  Colonel 
Drew's  rebel  regiment  at  Savannah,  Tennessee.  A  portion  of  the  sis  or 
seven  hundred  men  were  known  to  be  "  pressed"  men,  and  all  were  badly 
armed.  After  wnsultation  with  Lientenant  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk, 
I  determined  to  make  a  land  attack  upon  the  encampment.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shirk,  with  thirty  riflemen,  came  on  board  the  Conestoga, 
leaving  hia  vessel  to  guard  the  Eaatport,  and,  accompanied  by  the  Tyler, 
we  proceeded  up  to  that  place,  prepared  to  land  130  riflemen  and  a  twelve- 
pounder  rifle  howitaer.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  took  command  of 
this  force  when  landed,  but  had  the  mortification  to  find  the  r.amp  deserted. 

The  rebels  had  fled  at  1  o'clock  in  the  night,  leaving  considerable  quan- 
tities of  arms,  clothing,  shoes,  camp  ntensils,  provisions,  implements,  &c., 
all  of  which  were  secured  or  destroyed,  and  thoir  winter  quarters  of  log 
huts  were  burned.  I  seized,  also,  a  large  mail-bag,  and  send  yon  the  let- 
ters giving  military  information.  The  gunboats  were  then  dropped  down 
to  a  point  where  arms,  gathered  under  the  rebel  "  press-law,"  had  been 
Btored,  and  an  armed  party,  under  Second  Master  Gondy,  of  the  Tyler,  snc- 
ceeded  in  seizing  about  seventy  rifles  and  fowling-pieces.  Keturning  to 
Cerro  Gordo,  we  took  the  Eaatport,  Sallie  Wood,  and  Muscle  in  tow,  and 
came  down  the  river  to  the  railroad  crossing.  The  Muscle  sprang  a  leak, 
and  all  efforts  failing  to  prevent  her  sinking,  we  were  forced  to  abandon 
ber,  and  with  her  a  considerable  quantity  of  fine  lumber.  We  are  having 
trouble  in  getting  through  the  draw  of  the  bridge  here. 

I  now  come  to  the,  to  me,  the  most  interesting  portion  of  this  report — one 
which  has  already  become  lengthy;  but  I  must  trust  you  will  find  some  ex- 
cuse for  this  in  the  fact  that  it  embraces  a  history  of  labor  and  movements, 
day  and  night,  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  of  the  month,  all  of  which  details  I 
deem  it  proper  to  give  you.  We  have  met  wUh  the  most  gratifying  •proofs  of 
loyiAty  everywhere  across  Tennessee  and  in  the  portions  of  Misainsij^  and  Ala- 
bama we  visited.  Most  (Reding  instances  greeted  ms  (dmoat  hourly.  Men, 
icomert,  and  children  several  times  gathered  in  crowds  of  hundreds,  shouted 
their  welcome,  and  hailed  their  national  Jtag  toilh  an  erdhumasm  there  vxts  no 
mistaking;  it  vms  genuine  and  heartfelt.  These  people  braved  everything  to 
go  to  the  river  bank,  where  a  sight  of  their  flag  might  once  more  be  en- 
joyed, and  they  have  experienced,  as  they  related,  every  possible  form  of 
persecution.  Tears  flowed  freely  down  the  cheeks  of  men  as  well  as  of 
vpomen,  and  there  were  those  who  had  fought  under  the  stars  and  stripes  at 
Monltrie,  who,  in  this  manner,  testified  to  their  joy. 

This  display  of  feeling  and  sense  of  gladness  at  our  success,  and  the  hopes 
it  created  in  the  breasts  of  so  many  people  in  the  heart  of  the  confederacy, 
astonished  us  not  a  little,  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  I  would  not  have  failed  to 
witness  it  for  any  consideration.  I  trust  it  has  given  us  all  a  higher  sense 
of  the  sacred  character  of  our  present  duties.  I  was  assured  at  Savannah, 
that  of  the  several  hundred  troops  there,  more  than  one-half,  had  we  gone 
to  the  attack  in  time,  would  have  hailed  us  as  deliverers  and  gladly  enlisted 
with  the  nationalforce. 

In  Tennessee  the  people  generally,  in  tlieir  enthusiasm,  braved  seces- 
sionists and  spoke  their  views  freely;  but  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama  what 
was  said  was  guarded.  "If  we  dared  to  express  ourselves  freely,  you  would 
hear  such  a  shout  greeting  your  coming  as  you  never  heard."  "  We  know  there 
are  many  Unionists  among  us,  but  a  reign  of  terror  makes  us  afraid  of  our 
shadows."  We  were  told,  too,  "  bring  us  a  small  organized  force,  with 
arms  and  ammunition  for  ns,  and  we  can  maintain  our  position  and  put 
down  rebellion  in  our  midst."  There  were,  it  is  true,  whole  commiuiities 
who,  on  our  approach,  fled  to  the  woods;  but  these  were  where  there  was 
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Ipsa  of  the  loyal  element,  and  where  the  fleeing  steamers  in  advance  had 
spread  lalcB  of  our  coming  with  firebrands,  burning,  destroying,  ravishing, 
and  plundering. 

The  crews  of  these  vessels  have   had  a  very  laborious  time,  hut  have 
evinced  a  spirit  in  the  work  highly  creditable  to  them.     Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Gwin  and  Shirk iiave  been  untiring,  and  I  owe  to  them  and  to  their 
officers  many  obligations  for  our  entire  success. 
I  am,  respecti'uUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S  L.  PHELPS, 
lAeidenant  Commanding,  United  States  Main/. 
Flag-Offlcer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters. 


Flag-Offi.<xr  Foot^s  report  ofoitaok  on  Fort  Dondson,  February  li'^vmi.llisi 
ofcaMuallies. 

Flag-Ship  St.  Lotus, 
Near  Fort  Donelson,  Cumberland  River,  Fd)ruary  15,  1853. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that,  at  the  urgent  re- 
quest of  Major  General  Halleck  and  General  Gfrant,  who  regarded  the 
movement  as  a  military  necessity,  although  not,  in  my  opinion,  properly 
prepared,  I  made  an  attack  on  Port  Donelson  yesterday,  the  14th  instant,  at 
3  o'clock  p.  m.,  with  four  iron-clad  and  two  wooden  gunboats,  the  St.  Louis, 
Oarondelet,  Louisville,  and  Pittsburg,  and  the  Tyler  and  Oonestoga.  After 
a  severe  fight  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  being  in  the  latter  of  the  action  less 
than  four  hundred  yards  from  the  fort,  the  wheel  of  this  vessel,  by  a  shot 
through  her  pilot-house,  was  carried  away;  the  tiller-ropes  of  the  Louisville 
were  also  disabled  by  a  shot,  which  rendered  the  two  boats  wholly  un- 
manageable, and  they  drifted  down  the  river,  the  relieving  tackles  not  being 
able  to  steer  or  control  tbem  in  the  rapid  current.  The  two  remaining  boats, 
the  Pittsbnrg  and  Oarondelet,  were  also  greatly  damaged  between  wind  and 
water,  and  soon  followed  us  as  the  enemy  rapidly  renewed  the  fire  as  we 
drifted  helplessly  down  the  river.  This  vessel,  the  St.  Louia,  alone  received 
fifty-nine  shots,  four  of  them  between  wind  and  water;  one  in  the  pilot- 
house, mortally  wounding  the  pilot  and  others,  requiring  some  time  to  put 
her  iu  repair.  There  were  fifty-four  killed  and  wounded  in  this  attack, 
which,  notwithstanding  our  disadvantages,  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose would,  in  fifteen  minutes  more,  could  the  action  have  been  continued, 
have  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  two  forts  bearing  upon  us.  The  enemy's 
fire  had  materially  slackened,  and  he  was  running  from  his  batteries,  when 
the  two  gunboats  helplessly  drifted  down  the  river  from  disabled  steering 
apparatus,  aa  the  relieving  tackles  could  not  control  the  helm  in  the  strong 
current,  when  the  fleeing  enemy  returned  to  their  guns  and  again  reopened 
fire  upon  us  from  the  river  batteries  which  we  had  silenced. 

The  enemy  must  have  brought  over  twenty  heavy  guns  to  bear  upon  our 
boats  from  the  water  batteries  and  the  main  fort  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  while 
we  could  only  return  the  fire  with  twelve  bow-guns  from  the  four  boats.  One 
rifle  gun  aboard  the  Oarondelet  burst  during  the  action. 

The  officers  and  men  in  this  hotly-contested  but  unequal  fight  behaved 
■with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  determination,  all  deploring  the  accident 
which  rendered  two  gunboats  suddenly  helpless  in  the  narrow  river  and 
Bwift  current. 

On  consultation  with  General  Grant  and  my  own  officers,  as  my  services, 
until  we  can  repair  damages  by  bringing  up  a  competent  force  from  Cairo  to 
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attack  the  fort,  are  rauch  less  required  here  than  they  are  at  Cairo,  I  i5hall 
proceed  to  that  point  with  two  of  the  disabled  boats,  ieaving  the  two  others 
here  to  protect  the  traDSports,  and,  with  all  despatch,  prepare  the  mortar 
boats  and  the  Benton,  with  other  boats,  to  make  an  effectual  attack  upon 
Fort  Done!  eon. 

I  have  sent  the  Tyler  to  the  Tennessee  river  to  render  impassable  the 
fcridge,  so  aa  to  prevent  the  rebels  at  Columbus  I'e-en forcing  their  army  at: 
Fort  Donelson.     I  am  informed  tliat  the  rebel  batteries  were  seryed  with  the 
best  gunners  from  Columbus.     I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE. 
Flag-  Officer,  Goin'dg  XJ.  8.  Naval  Faroes   Western  Walera. 
Hon.  GoEON  Welles, 

Secretary  qfihe  Na'w/,  Washington,  D.  O. 


St.  iosiis.— Killed;  Charles  W.  Baker,  sbip's  cook;  F-  A.  Riley,  pilot. 
Wounded:  Flag-OfBcer  A.  H.  Foote;  E.  G.  Baldwin,  pilot;  Charles  Smith, 
boatswain's  mate;  K.  H.  Medill,  carpenter;  Antonio  Calderio,  Thomas  Kirk- 
bam,  W.  S.  Coon,  and  John  Thompson,  seamen. 

Caronddet. — Killed:  Albert  Richardson,  Joseph  G.  Laycock,  Albert  Mark- 
ham,  and  William  Duff,  seamen.  Wounded:  William  Hinton,  pilot,  (since 
dead;)  Samuel  Brooks,  2(1  assistant  engineer;  John  Doberty,  second  master; 
Thomas  Brown,  captain  of  gun ;  Richard  Maboney,  quai'termaster;  John  Mo- 
Bride,  ship's  cook;  Owen  Canty,  James  Plant,  James  Brown,  Patrick  Laugh- 
liti,  Edward  Green,  Owen  Conly,  Henry  Smith,  Patrick  Sullivan,  John  Owen, 
William  B.  Soney,  James  McPadden,  John  Diamond,  Amos  Dutch,  Richard 
O'Brien,  William  Johnson,  Patrick  O'Brien,  William  Thielman,  Benjamin  Ed- 
ger,  Henry  Anderson,  Daniel  F.  Charles,  John  Doughty,  John  Murphy,  John 
McOonnell,  seamen. 

Fittsburg. — Wounded;  Charles  Merwin  and  George  Smith,  seamen. 

LoumnUe. — Killed:  James  Curtiss,  E.  W.  Avilta,  Charles  Billipe,  and  John 
Williams,  seamen.  Wounded :  Michael  Kelley,  B.  S,  Collins,  William  Higgina 
John  Paul,  Chai'les  Might. 


Sqmi  of  pari  taken  hy  CaronMd  in  ^  ottacft  o»  i%rt  DanaJsoa, 

UNirm*  States  Gunboat  Oabondblet, 
Cumberland  River,  F^ruary  ]5,  1863.    • 

Sis:  I  hereby  report  the  part  which  the  gunboat  Carondelet  took  in  the 
bombardment  of  Fort  Donelson  on  the  14th  instant.  Agreeably  to  your  in- 
structions, we  weighed  anchor  at  2  p.  m.,  and  steamed  up  the  river,  slowly 
approaching  the  fort,  and  keeping  a  little  in  advance  of  our  position  on  your 
extreme  left  against  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river. 

At  3  p.  m.  commenced  firing  at  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  fort,  continu- 
ing a  deliberate  and  well-directed  firing  from  the  instant  your  vessel  com 
raenced,  and  kept  up  the  same  until  about  5.30  p.  m.  and  until  all  the  fleet 
had  dropped  down  the  river  out  of  the  enemy's  range. 

During  the  engagement  one  of  our  rifled  guns  burst,  about  5  p.  m.,  our 
officers  and  men  serving  the  remaining  two  guns  faithfully  as  long  as  the 
enemy  were  within  reach.  We  suffered  most  severely  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  action  being  disabled  by  a  shot  striking  our  wheel-house  and  jamming 
the  wheel,  and  being  the  last  out  of  the  enemy's  reach. 

I  am  sorry  to  add  that  an  8-inch,  apparently  from  our  flotilla,  burst  astern 
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of  iia,  tho  fragments  of  wliich  penetrated  our  casemate.  We  were  struck 
with  35  of  the  enemy's  shot,  138-poTjnders  to  32-pouijdera  solid.  Four  of  our 
crew  were  killed  and  thii  ty-two  wounded,  some  dangerously,  one  of  whom  is 
our  pilot;  in  all,  forty-eis  wounded  since  the  battle  and  capture  of  Fort 
Henry.  Our  boats  were  so  much  cut  up  that  I  have  but  one  fit  for  service. 
We  leak  badly  forward  and  af(,  and  require  extensive  repairs  above  and 
below  water-mark  and  in  almost  every  department.  ,    i 

The  ofBc^rs  and  crew  on  duty  conducted  themselves  with  admirable  cool- 
ness and  fidelity  during  the  engagement;  but  I  must,  in  justice  to  J.  R.  Hall, 
gunner  United  States  navy,  and  Edward  E.  Brenard,  master's  mate,  state  that 
tiieir  intrepid  and  efficient  conduct,  under  all  emergencies,  deserves  my  high 
est  commendation. 

We  are  in  want  of  coal,  provisions  and  ammunition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  eir,  most  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  WALES, 
Commander  UKiied  States  N'avy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footr, 

Commanding  United  Stales  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waiers. 

P.  S. — As  we  dropped  out  of  the  action  the  Pittsburg,  as  she  turned,  struck 
us  on  our  starboard  quarter,  and  broke  off  our  starboard  rudder  iron. 


i'lag-OJtcer  Fooie  reporlii  leaving  for  ClarkmlU,  S;c, 

Cairo,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  forwarded  a  despatch  this  morning,  announcing  the  fall  or  capture 
of  Fort  Donelson  by  the  army. 

I  leave  immediately,  with  a  view  of  proceeding  to  Clarksville  with  eight 
mortar  boats  and  two  iron-clad  boats,  with  the  Oonestoga,  (woodon  boat,)  as 
the  river  is  falling  rapidly.  The  other  iron-clad  boats  are  badly  cut  up,  and 
require  extensive  repairs,  I  have  sent  one  of  the  boate  ali:eady  since  my 
return,  and  ordered  a  second  to  follow  me,  which  with  eight  mortar  boats  I 
hope  to  carry  Clarksville. 

I  have  no  further  information  than  that  communicated  by  telegram  this 
morning.  Enclosed  are  papers  from  Commanders  Walke  and  Dove,  referring 
to  matters  the  day  before  and  the  day  after  an  attack  upon  Fort  Donelson, 
which  fort  we  sadly  disabled  in  the  flghtof  the  14th. 

My  foot  is  much  inflamed;  but  witJi  care,  the  surgeon  considers,  will  soon 
be  better,  as  I  have  two  days'  rest  on  board  the  Concstoga  before  reaching 
Clarksville.  I  leave  Fleet-Captain  Pennock  in  charge,  who  is  performing 
excellent  service;  but  we  are  sadly  in  want  of  men.  I  have  ordered  150  car- 
penters to  repair  damages. 

The  department  will  please  excuse  this  hasty  communication,  as  I  must 
leave  immediately,  and  every  moment  of  my  time  is  occupied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTS,  Flag-Captain. 

Hon.  GmEON  Wbi.les, 

Secretary  of  the  N'avy. 

P.  S. — I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Sanford,  on  his  return  with  the  ammu- 
nition steamers,  now  at  Cincinnati,  to  inform  the  ordnance  department  of  the 
loss  or  disabling  of  one  gun  and  gun-carriage.  Please  inform  that  depart- 
ment. A.  H.  F. 
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Mepori  of  CmananSer  Wdke. 


United  Statrs  (Junboat  GAHONBELEr, 
Near  Fori  Donelson,  Cumberland  Rioer,  Fdiruary  IS,  1862. 

Sik:  I  arrived  here  (towed  by  the  Alps)  on  the  12th  instant,  about  11.20 
a.  m,,  and  seeing  or  hearing  nothing  of  our-  army,  I  threw  a  few  shell  into 
Fort  Donelson  to  announce  my  arrival  to  General  Grant,  ae  he  had  previously 
desired,  I  then  dropped  down  the  river  a  few  miles  and  anchored  for  the 
night,  awaiting  General  Grant's  arrival.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 3th  instant 
I  weighed  anchor  and  came  again  to  this  place,  when  I  received  a  despatch 
from  General  Grant,  notifying  me  of  his  arrival  the  day  before,  "and  succeeded 
in  getting  position  almost  entirely  investing  the  enemy's  works.  Most  of  our 
batteries  (he  writes)  are  established,  and  the  remainder  soon  will  be.  If  you 
will  advance  with  your  gunboats  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  we  will  be  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  our  division  in  our  favor."  I  immediately  complied  witii  these 
instructions  by  throwing  some  139  15"  and  10"  shell  into  the  fort,  receiving, 
in  return,  the  enemy's  fire  from  all  their  batteries,  most  of  their  shot  passing 
over  IIS,  and  bat  two  striking  us,  one  of  which  was  a  128-pound  solid.  It 
passed  throngh  our  port  casemate  forward;  glancing  over  onr  barricade  at 
the  boilers,  and  again  over  the  steam-drum,  it  struck,  and  bursting  our  eteam- 
heater,  fell  into  the  engine-room  without  striking  any  pefeon,  although  the 
eplinters  wounded  slightly  some  half  dozen  of  the  crew.  I  then  dropped 
down  to  this  anchorage,  but  the  sound  of  distant  firing  being  heard,  we  again 
attacked  the  fort,  throwing  in  some  45  shell  and  receiving  but  little  damage. 

I  returned  to  this  place  to  wait  for  further  orders,  when  1  received  a 
second  depatch  from  General  Grant  that  you  were  expected  in  the  following 
morning. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  WALKS, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 

Flag-OfScor  A.  H.  Foote,    ■ 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  lU. 


E^art  qf  Commander  Done, 

United  States  Gunboat  Lottisville, 

Off -Dover,  February  16,  1862. 

Sm:  At  2J  p.  m.  yesterday,  shortly  after  your  departure,  I  received  the 
enclosed  despatch  (No.  1)  from  General  Grant. 

It  seemed  of  so  much  importance  for  us  to  keep  up  a  show  of  force  that  I 
decided  not  to  accompany  the  Pittsburg  down  the  rivor.  I  immediately 
went  on  board  the  Oarondelet  and  St.  Louis,  to  see  their  condition  and  con- 
sult with  their  commanders. 

The  Carondelet  could  not  well  be  moved,  but  I  ordered  up  the  St.  Louis 
and  followed  np  with  this  vessel.  The  St.  I^ouis  threw  a  few  shells,  and 
towards  dark  both  vessels  returned  to  their  former  anchorage. 

At  8|  p.  m.  yesterday  I  received  the  despatch  marked  No,  2,  and  early 
this  morning  went  on  board  the  vessels  to  give  instructions.  The  condition 
of  the  Carundelet's  wounded  would  not  allow  them  to  be  moved  or  the  guns 
to  be  used.  I  sent  my  own  and  those  of  the  St,  Louis  on  board  of  one  of 
the  transports,  and  got  under  way;  steaming  up  towards  the  batteries  at 
Fort  Donelson,  both  vessels  cleared  for  action. 

On  approaching  near  enough,  two  white  flags  were  seen  flying  from  the 
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upper  one,  I  then  stopped  the  gunbnats  and  proceeded  in  the  tag,  with  a 
white  flag  flying,  and  landed  at  the  foot  of  tbe  hill  below  the  fort.  I  was 
met  by  a  major,  who  offered  me  his  sword,  which  I  declined  to  receive, 
thinking  it  most  proper  to  consult  with  General  Grant.  I  took  the  major 
on  board  the  tug  and  proceeded  up  to  General  Buckner's  headquarters, 
where  I  found  General  Wallace  and  hie  aide.  General  Grant  arrived  about 
half  an  hour  afterwards.  The  fort  had  surrendered,  but  what  the  conditions 
were  I  was  not  officially  informed. 

The  transports  are  all  up  at  Dover,  to  receive  the  prisoners.  The  Oaion- 
delet,  being;  moat  disabled  of  the  gunboats,  will  go  down  this  afternoon. 

I  will  remain  here  with  this  vessel  and  the  St.  Louis  until  further  orders, 
or  jintil  the  fall  of  the  river  compels  me  to  go  down.  The  St.  Louis  will 
make  a  short  reconnoiesance  up  the  river,  at  General  Grant's  suggestion, 
tliis  afternoon.     This  vessel  will  remain  off  the  town. 

The  Graham  arrived  to-day  with  the  mortar  and  gunboat  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  M.  DOVE,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Poote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  FlolUla. 


Flag-Officer  Fooie's  report  of  contewpJafpd  reconnaissance  to  Columbus,  Feb- 
ruary  '23,  enclosing  telegram  and  proclamation. 

Flag  Steimer  Oonestoqa,  February  22,  1862. 
Sir:  After  having  telegraphed  for  several  hours  with  General  Culluiu,  the 
chief  of  General  Halleck'a  staff  here,  and  finding  that  nothing  definite  could 
be  ascertained,  I  ran  down  here;  and  to-morrow  morning,  at  6  o'clock,  I  go 
down  with  General  Oullum,  and  four  gunboats  and  two  mortar  boats,  on  an 
armed  reconnoissance  to  Columbus,  to  see  the  condition  of  things  at  that 
point,  I  am  excessively  hurried  to  get  ready,  and  please  excuse  this  letter. 
I  send  copy  of  my  first  telegram. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTS,  Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretory  of  the  Nany. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  you  yeetertJay.  A.  H.  P. 


TjNrrEB  States  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 

GlarksiMe,  Tenn.,  February  20,  1862. 
We  have  possession  of  Clarksville.  The  "citizens  being  alarmed,  two- 
thirds  of  them  have  fled,  and,  having  expressed  my  views  and  intentions  to 
the  mayor  and  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  at  their  request  I  have  issued  a  proclama- 
tion assuring  all  peaceably-disposed  persons  that  they  may  with  safety 
■  resume  their  business  avocations,  requiring  only  the  military  stores  and 
equipments  to  be  given  up,  and  holding  the  authorities  responsible  that  this 
shall  be  done  without  reservation. 

I  left  Fort  Donelson  yesterday,  with  the  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Pommand- 
ing  Phelps,  and  the  Cairo,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant,  on  an  aimed 
reconnoissance,  bringing  with  me  Colonel  Webster,  of  the  engmeer  coips, 
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and  chief  of  General  Gfraut's  staff,  who,  withLieutenant  Commanding  Phelps, 
took  possesaion  of  the  principal  fort  and  hoisted  the  Union  flag.  A  Union 
sentiment  manifested  iteelf  aa  we  came  np  the  river.  The  rebels  have  re- 
treated to  Nashville,  having  set  fire,  against  the  remonstrances  of  the  citi- 
zens, to  the  splendid  railroad  bridge  across  the  Cumberland  river. 

I  return  to  Fort  Donelaon  to-day  for  another  gunboat  and  six  or  eight  mor- 
tar boats,  with  which  I  propose  to  proceed  up  the  Cnmberland.  The  rebels 
all  have  a  terror  of  the  gunboats.  One  of  thera,  a  short  distance  above 
Fort  Donelson,  had  previously  fired  an  iron  rolling  mill  belonging  to  Hon, 
John  Bell,  which  had  been  used  by  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  FOOTS, 
Flag-Offker,  Commanding  Navd  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


PROCLAMATION 

To  (he  inhabitaniB  of  Clarksville,  Tennessee. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  Judge  Wisdom,  and  the 
mayor  of  the  city,  who  called  upon  me  yesterday,  after  our  hoisting'  the 
Union  flag  and'  taking  possession  of  the  forte,  to  ascertain  my  views  and  in- 
tentions towards  the  citizens  and  private  property,  I  hereby  announce  to  all 
peaceably-disposed  persons  that  Deither  in  their  persons  nor  in  their  property 
ehalt  they  suffer  molestation  by  me  or  the  naval  force  ander  my  command, 
,  and  that  they  may  in  safety  resume  their  business  avocations  with  the  assu- 
rance of  my  protection. 

At  the  same  time  I  require  that  all  military  stores  and  army  equipments 
ehyll  be  surrendered,  no  part  of  them  being  withheld  or  destroyed  ;  and 
further,  that  no  secession  flag,  or  manifestation  of  secession  feeling,  shall 
be  exhibited;  and  for  the  faithful  observance  of  these  conditions  I  shall  hold 
the  authorities  of  the  city  responsible. 

ANDREW"  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
U.  S.  Plag-Stbambr  Conestoga, 

ClarksoiUe,  Tenn.,  Fdn-uary  20,  1862. 


Flag-Officer  Foote  to  General  Cnllnm  about  moving  on  Naakvitle, 

Paduoae,  Fdiruary  21,  1862. 
General  Grant  and  myself  consider  this  a  good  time  to  move  on  Nash- 
ville. Six  mortar  boats  and  two  iron-clad  steamers  can  precede  the  troops 
and  shell  the  forts.  We  were  about  moving  for  this  purpose,  when  General 
Grant,  to  my  astonishment,  received  a  telegram  from  General  llalleck, 
"  Not  to  let  the  gunboats  go  higher  than  Clarksville,"  No  telegram  was 
sent  to  me. 

The  Cumberland  is  in  a  good  stage  of  water,  and  General  Grant  and  I 
believe  we  can  take  Nashville.  Please  ask  General  Halleck  if  we  shall  do 
it.  We  will  talk  per  telegraph,  Captain  Phelps  representing  me  in  the 
office,  as  I  am  still  on  crutches. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Offioer. 
General  Cullum,  Cairo. 
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Flag-Officer  Foote  reporln  result  of  reoonnoissance  to  Columbus,  Ey.,  Februa^n/ 
23,  1862. 

United  States  Plao-Steahbb  Cincinnati, 
Mississippi  River,  near  OolumhuSj  Ky.,  February  33,  1862, 
SiB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  company  with  General  Collum, 
chief  of  General  Halleck's  staff,  with  four  iron-clad  boats,  two  mortar  boats, 
and  three  transports,  coataining  one  thousand  men,  I  made  this  day.  a 
reconnoissance  in  force  towards  (Jolumbus  to  ascertain  its  condition  ;  and 
when  near  the  batteries  a  flag  of  truce  came  out  to  communicate  with  us, 
the  result  of  which  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  papers.  The' object  of  the 
reconnoissance  being  attained,  and  finding  that  Are  from  the  mortars  would 
lead  the  enemy  to  plant  guns  where  they  could  reach  them  with  their  bat- 
teries should  we  again  open  upon  them  with  a  larger  number  of  mortars,  I 
concluded  to  return  to  Cairo  ;  and  there  we  must  remain  until  the  gun  and 
mortar  boats  are  completed,  as  otherwise  the  flotilla  will  be  demoralized  for 
want  of  time  and  means  to  properly  prepare  for  active  service.  The  army 
will  not  move  without  gunboats,  yet  the  gunboats  are  not  in  condition  to 
act  offensively  at  present.  On  this  subject  I  will  soon  write  more  fully.  A 
telegram  will  be  sent  the  department  on  my  arrival  at  Cairo,  referring  to 
the  events  of  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  i'OOTB,  Flag-Officer,  dtc. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

V.  S. — Columbus  evinces  no  signs  of  an  evacuation  or  dismoanting  guns. 
The  batteries  seem  to  be  intact,  and  we  saw  great  numbers  of  tents  and 

™°^^'  A.  H.  F. 


Headquarters  Fibst  Division  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  February  22,  1863. 
f  resuroiiig  you  will  be  willing  to  reciprocate  the  courtesy  shown  to  the 
familiee  of  otScers  of  the  United  States  army,  after  the  battle  of  Belmont,  in 
allowing  them  to  visit  those  officers  who  were  prisoners  within  my  lines,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  sending  up,  under  a  fl:^  of  truce,  the  families  of  several 
of  our  officers  who  were  captured  at  Donelson.  These  are  the  families  of 
General  Buckner,  Colonels  Hawson  and  Medeira,  They  are  accompanied  by 
Colonel  Russell,  Mr.  Vance,  and  Stockdale,  as  escorts  ;  also  by  Mr.  Mass. 

Hoping  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  send  these  ladies  forward  to  their 
husbands,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  FOLK, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 
The  Commanding  Oeeiceh  U.  S.  Forces,  Cairo,  III. 


United  States  Fi.ac-Steaiier  Cicinciknati, 
li  Riuer,  near  Columbus,  Ky.,  February  23,  1863. 
General  ;  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  received  to-day  by  the  hands  of 
Captain  Blake  under  a  flt^  of  truce,  nearly  within  range  of  your  guns,  and 
in  the  presence  of  our  armed  forces,  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock  to-day,  will  b© 
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answered  to-morrow  by  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  same  poiut  of  tlio  river  at 
which  this  was  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Offioer  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
GEO.  W.  OULLUM,  Bri^.  Gen.. 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers,  Department  of  Missouri. 
Major  General  L.  Pole, 

Commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  reporting  arrival  at 
Nashviite,  February  25,  1862, 

Gunboat  Caieo, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  25,  1862, 
Sir  :  Uncertain  that  my  letter  of  the  33d  reached  yoo,  1  repeat  that  I 
departed  from  Olarksville  for  this  point  by  the  request  of  Brigadier  General 
Smith,  commanding  at  Clarksville,  aitd  arrived  here  this  morning,  preceding 
seven  steamboats,  conveying  an  army  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Nelaon,  The  troops  landed  without  opposition.  The  banks  of  the  river  are 
free  from  any  hostile  force.     The  railroad  and  suspension  bridges  Viere  are 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N,  C.  BRYANT, 
Lieutenant  Oommandiv 
Flag-Officcr  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  £:c. 


Flag-Offi/XT  Foote  encloses  reports  of  Lieutenants   Commanding   Qwin   and 
Shirk  of  attack  on  Piltsburg,  Tennessee,  March  1,  1863. 

Cairo,  March  3,  1863, 
Sir  ;  I  liave  the  honor  to  forward  reports  made  to  me  by  Lieutenants 
Coramanding  Gwin  and  Shirk,  of  the  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  a 
synopsis  of  which  I  telegraphed  to  you  immediately  on  their  receipt,  I 
cannot  too  highly  commend  the  caatioua,  judicioun,  and  bold  conduct  of 
Lieutenant  Oommaiiding  Gwin  and  hie  command  in  the  service.  I  have 
assigned  him  on  the  Tennessee  river.  I  regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  go 
up  the  Tennessee  in  person;  but  the  more  important  attack  upon  Coiumbua 
to-morrow  with  five  gunboats,  four  mortar  boats,  in  ch^arge  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding'  Phelps,  and  the  regiments,  renders  my  presence  at  that  point 
absolutely  necessary, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A,  H.  FOOTE,  mag-Officer, 
Comd^g  V.  S.  Naval  Fmxes  on  the  Western  Waters. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 
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Un  ted  States  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Savanna}    Tennessee,  March  1,  1803. 

Sir:  Having  learned  tl  at  tl  e  retels  ha  1  ocup  ed  and  were  fortifying  a 
place  called  Pittsburg,  n  ue  m  les  alovp  on  tl  e  t  ght  bink  of  the  river,  (the 
best  point  in  the  river  f  r  that  [  u  p  ae  )  I  !etc  m    ed  to  attack  them. 

At  13  m  the  Tyler,  followed  by  tl  e  Les  ngton  I  e  tenant  OoinaiandiQg 
Shirk,  proceeded  up  the  r  ver  'W  he  w  tl  n  twel  e  hundred  yards  of 
Pittsiaurg  we  were  opened  upon  1  y  tl  e  rebel  batte  es,  consisting,  as  well 
as  we  conid  determine,  of  six  or  eight  fleld-piecea,  some  rifled.  Getting 
within  one  thousand  yards,  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  opened  a  well-directed 
file,  and  we  had  tlie  satisfaction  of  silencing  their  batteries. 

We  then  proceeded  abreast  of  the  place,  and,  nnder  the  cover  of  grape 
and  canister,  landed  two  armed  boats  from  each  vessel,  containing,  besides 
their  crews,  a  portion  of  company  "0,"  Captain  Thaddeua  Phillips,  and  com- 
pany "E,"  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider,  of  the  32d  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers,  (sharpshooters.)  Second  Master  Jason  Goudy  commanded  the 
boats  of  the  Tyler,  and  Second  Master  Martin  Dunn  commanded  the  boats 
of  the  Lexington.  The  landing  was  successfully  accomplished;  and  this 
small  force  actually  drove  back  the  rebels  and  held  them  in  check  until 
they  accomplished  their  difficult  object,  which  was  to  discover  their  real 
strength  and  purpose,  and  to  destroy  a  house  in  close  proximity  to  where 
the  batteries  had  been  placed. 

I  found  that,  in  addition  to  their  artillery,  they  had  a  force  of  not  less 
than  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  la  conclusion,  I 
have  to  state  that  the  result  was  entirely  satisfactory.  Their  batteries 
were  silenced  in  a  short  time,  the  landing  was  effected,  the  house  destroyed, 
and  we  discovered  from  their  breastworks  that  they  were  preparing  to 
fortify  strongly  this  point. . 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  for  the 
efScient  manner  in  which  his  vessel  was  handled.  My  thanks  are  due  to 
Captain  Phillips,  Lieutenant  Rider,  and  their  men,  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  they  charged  up  the  hill,  drove  back  and 
held  in  check  the  rebels,  until  the  boats'  crews  had  effected  the  destruction 
of  the  house  designated.  The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with 
the  greatest  spirit  and  enthusiasm.  Much  praise  is  due  to  First  Master 
Edward  Shaw  and  Third  Master  James  Martin  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  the  batteries  were  worked,  I  would  particularly  call  your  attention 
to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Second  Master  Jason  Goudy,  in  charge  of  the 
boats  inshore,  who  succeeded  in  destroying  the  house  under  such  heavy 
fire,  and  Gunner  Hermann  Peters,  in  charge  of  the  howitzer,  who  displayed 
the  greatest  coolness  and  courage,  although  exposed  to  the  wholo  fire  of  the 
enemy,  all  but  one  of  his  men  having  been  wounded.  My  thanks  are  also 
due  to  Pilots  Eerier  and  Sebastian  for  their  coolness  under  such  a  tremen- 
dous fire  of  musketry,  our  vessel  being  perfectly  riddled  with  balls.  My 
aid,  Acting  Paymaster  William  B.  Coleman,  rendered  me  valuable  assists 
ance  during  tho  action. 

I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  to  Cairo  with  the  transport 
laetta,  loaded  with  the  balance  of  the  wheat  I  left  at  Clifton.  I  shall  remain 
about  here,  paying  Pittsburg  a  daily  visit,  which  I  hope  will  prevent  the 
rebels  from  accomplishing  their  object.  Captain  Shirk  will  lay  before  yoa 
the  importance  of  keeping  open  this  as  well  as  all  other  points  above  here, 

I  have  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  the  rebels  have  some  4,000 
troops  in  Florence, '5,000  or  6,000  in  and  about  Eastport  and  luka,  (near 
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Bear  Creek  bridge,)  and  that  they  are  fortifying  in  that  vicinity.    You  will 
therefore  see  the  necessity  of  my  remaining  here. 

We  expended  ninety-five  shells,  thirty  stand  of  grape,  ten  of  canister,  and 
eixty-aeven  rounds  of  ahrapnell,  grape,  &c.,  from  howitzer. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  of  casualties,  by  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  T.  H. 
Eearney,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  his  unremitting  attention  to  the 
wounded.  I  feel  confident  that  vve  inflicted  a  severe  loss  on  the  enemy,  as 
sevei'al  bodies  were  seen  on  the  ground,  and  many  seen  to  fall.  I  also 
enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report. 

Hoping  that  my  course  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c., 

WM.  GWIN, 
Lieut.  Ooriid'ff  Division  of  Gunboats  on  Tennessee  Biver, 

Flag-OfBcer  A.  H.  Foots, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  Weslem  Waters. 


Lot  (jf  cosimUks  awitaiiied  in  the  acUen  tU  PUlaburg,  Tennenee,  March  1,  1862. 

On  the  gunboat  Tyler:  Pleasant  Gfilbert,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  leg, 
necessitating  amputation  of  the  limb ;  Crawford  T.  Hill,  seaman,  gunahot 
wound  of  forearm;  John  Matthews,  seaman,  gunshot  (flesh)  wound  of  shoul- 
der, slight;  Gf.  W.  Shull,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  back,  slight;  Robert 
Bell,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  arm  (flesh)  and  cheat,  not  penetrating. 

In  detachmentof  thirty-second  regiment  of  Illinois  volunteers  (company  C) 
carried  on  board :  Captain  Phillips,  gunahot  wound  of  leg,  flesh;  Daniel 
Messick,  orderly  sergeant,  killed. 
EespectfuUy, 

TEOS.  H.  KEAENRr, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S,  Gunboat  Service. 
Lieut.  Commanding  W.  Gwin. 


TjKrrED  States  Ounboat  Lexington, 

Savannah,  Tennessee,  March  1,  1863. 

SiH  :  In  company  with  the  gunboat  Ty'er,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
I  this  day  proceeded  in  this  vessel  up  the  river  to  a  landing  on  the  west  side, 
called  Pittsburg,  distant  about  nine  miles  from  this  place. 

When  we  hadarrived  within  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  yards  of  Pittsburg 
we  were  fired  upon  by  a  rebel  battery,  consisting,  aa  well  as  I  could  judge, 
of  sis  or  eight  field-pieces,  one  of  which,  at  least,  was  rifled.  We  returned 
their  fire  with  shell,  which  were  exceedingly  well  directed,  and  continued 
until  after  their  guns  were  silenced. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  I  despatched  on  shore  two 
armed  boats,  in  charge  of  Second  Master  Martin  Dunn,  containing,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  own  proper  crews,  a  detachment  of  company  K,  thirty-second 
regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider, 
with  orders  to  follow  the  motions  of  the  Tyler's  boats.  While  the  boats 
were  being  landed  we  kept  up  a  steady  flre  of  grape  and  shell,  raking  the 
side  of  the  hill. 

The  landing  party  having  accomplished  their  object  and  being  met  by  a 
much  superior  force,  retired,  receiving  in  their  retreat  a  terrific  fire  of  mus- 
ketry.   The  enemy  also  fired  several  volleys  of  musketry  at  the  gunboats, 
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and  then  retired  back  from  the  brow  of  the  hill.  After  the  boats  returned, 
we  gave  the  rebels  a  few  more  shell,  and,  receiving'  no  answer,  we  dropped 
down  the  river  to  this  place. 

My  men  report  having  seen  several  dead  rebels  upon  the  hill,  and  I  my- 
self saw  a  shell  from  this  vessel,  after  the  return  of  the  boats,  take  effect 
upon  a  6eld  of&cer,  emptying  his  saddle,  and  dropping  three  foot  soldiers, 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terras  of  the  gallantry,  good  discipline,  and 
patriotic  spirit  evinced  by  the  officers  and  men  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
command.  For  the  efficient  services  of  himself  and  his  command  I  am 
greatly  indebted  to  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Eider,  cotnpaDy  K,  S3d  regi- 
ment Illinois  volunteers. 

I  regret  to  have  report  the  following  casualties,  viz:  James  Sullivan,  sea- 
man, killed;  Patrick  Sullivan  and  Thomas  M.  Borland,  seamen,  missing; 
John  Hines,  coiporal,  company  E,  32d  regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  missing. 
James  Sullivan  was  seen  to  fall  upon  the  field  shot  through  the  breast. 

During  the  action  there  were  expended  forty-five  eight-inch  shell,  twenty- 
five  six-inch  shell,  and  sixteen  stand  of  grape. 

Two  rifles  and  one  musket  are  missing.  They  are  those  taken  by  the  un- 
fortunate men  whom  we  have  lost. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  W.  SHIRK, 

IdeiUenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foots, 

"   }  U.  S.  Naml  Forces,  Cairo,  Illinois. 


Flay-O^ker  FooU  rfparts  the  euacuaiion  (jf  Columbiis,  March  1,  1862. 

Cairo,  March  I,  1862. 

Sm :  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to-day  to 
Columbus,  has  this  moment  returned,  and  reports  that  Columbus  is  being 
evacuated.  He  saw  the  rebels  bnrning  their  winter  quarters  and  removing 
their  heavy  guns  on  the  bluffs,  but  the  gnns  in  the  water  batteries  remaia 
in  tact.  He  also  saw  a  large  force  of  cavalry  drawn  up  ostentatiously  on  the 
bluffs,  but  no  infantry  were  to  be  seen  as  heretofore,  and  the  encampment 
seen  in  our  armed  reconnoisaance  a  few  days  since  has  been  removed. 
Large  fires  were  visible  in  the  town  of  Columbsis  and  upon  the  river  banks 
below,  indicating  the  destruction  of  the  town,  military  stores,  and  ecLuip- 
nients. 

I,  shall  consult  General  Oullum,  and  we  shall  probably  proceed  to  Colum- 
bus, with  the  force  we  have  ready,  soon  after  daylight.  General  Polk  informs 
H8  that  he  will  send  a  flag  of  truce  at  meridian  to-morrow  to  the  point  where 
the  flags  of  truce  met  to-day,  in  reference  to  which  we  shall  be  governed  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  But  as  General  Cullum  has  not  been  fully  con- 
sulted, I  can  give  no  particular  information  of  our  movements  to-morrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  t>c,  &o.. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 24 


A.,H.  rOOTE,  Flog-Officer. 
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Mag-0^t»  Foote  T(potlsf(dl  of  CdUimlms,  and  Mspurposr  to  procted  lo  Nem  Madrid. 
United  i 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  telegram  sent  to  the  de- 
partment to-day  announcing^  the  fall  of  Columbus. 

The  fleet  not  being  in  a  condition  to  proceed  down  to  Island  No.  10  and  to 
New  Madrid  where  the  rebels  arc  represented  as  fortifying,  I  leave  for  Cairo 
immediately  to  make  the  necessary  preparation  for  going  down  the  river 
with  a  auitahle  force  of  gunboats  and  mortar  boats  in  a  proper  condition  for 
effective  service.  I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  proceeding 
to  New  Madrid  as  soon  as  possible,  where  General  Pope  has  arrived  with 
10,000  men  ;  but  such  is  the  condition  of  ffiy  command  that  I  shall  decline 
moving,  as  I  informed  Generals  Sherman  and  Cnllum,  unless  I  am  ordered 
to  do  so  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  must  be  the  judge  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  fleet,  and  when  it  is  prepared  for  the  service  required. 

It  is  due  to  Commander  Pennock,  the  fleet  captain,  and  to  Mr.  Sanford,  the 
ordnance  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  say  to  the  department  that  these  efficient 
ofScera  earnestly  entreated  me  to  permit  them  to  go  on  this  expedition,  &b 
well  as  up  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers;  but  their  services  in  pre- 
paring the  gun  and  mortar  twats  at  Cairo  being  absolutely  necessary,  I  re- 
luctantly denied  their  application  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  government, 
yet  their  services  should  be  regarded  as  equally  important  to  the  great  ob- 
ject of  the  ezpedition  as  if  thoy  had  participated  personally  in  the  different 
actions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Offioer,  Cavimanding  Naual  Forces,  £c. 

Hon.  GiOEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CoLDMBTJS,  Kentttcky,  Miffck  i,  1862, 

Sib:  Columbus  is  in  our  possession.  My  armed  re  con  noise  an  ce,  on  the  2(3 
instant,  caused  a  hasty  evacuation,  the  rebels  leaving  quite  a  number  of 
guns  and  carriages,  ammunition,  and  a  largo  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  a 
considerable  number  of  anchors,  and  the  remnant  of  the  chain  lately  stretched 
across  the  river,  with  a  large  number  of  torpedoes.  Most  of  the  huts,  tenta, 
and  quartera  are  destroyed. 

The  works  are  of  very  great  strength,  consisting  of  formidablo  tiers  of 
batteries  on  the  water  side,  and  on  the  land  side  surrouitded  by  a  ditch  and 
abatis. 

General  Sherman,  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  not  knowing  that 
■  the  works  wore  last  evening  occupied  by  four  hundred  of  the  2d  Illinois 
cavalry,  on  a  scouting  party  sent  by  General  Sherman  from  Paducah,  made 
a  bold  dash  to  the  shore  under  the  batteries,  hoisting  the  American  flag  on 
the  summit  of  the  bluff,  greeted  by  the  hearty  cheers  of  our  brave  tars  and 
soldiers. 

The  force  consisted  of  six  gunboats,  four  mortar  boats,  and  three  trans- 
ports, having  on  board  two  regiments  and  two  battalions  of  infantry,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Buford — General  Cullura  and  General  Sherman  being 
in  command  of  the  troops.  The  former  leaving  a  sick  bed  to  go  ashore, 
discovered  what  was  evidently  a  magazine  on  fire  at  both  extremities,  and 
immediately  ordered  the  train  to  be  cut,  and  thUs  saved  the  lives  of  the 
garrison. 
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While  I  cannot  express  too  strongly  my  adttiiration  of  the  gallantry  and 
wise  uounaele  of  this  distinguished  aid  and  engineer  of  General  Halleck, 
(General  CuUum,)  I  must  add  that  Commanders  Dove,  Walke,  and  Stembel, 
and  Lieutenants  Commanding  Paulding,  Thompson,  Shirk,  and  Phelps,  the 
latter  being  in  command  of  the  mortar  division,  assisted  by  Lieateoant  San- 
ford,  of  the  ordnance  department  of  the  United  States  army,  nobly  performed 
their  duty. 

I  have  my  flag  on  boai-d  the  Cincinnati,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Com- 
mander Stembel.  General  Sherman  remains  temporarily  in  command  at 
Colnmbns. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Eon,  Gideon  Welles, 

-Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag- Officer  Foote  forwards  report  of  LieiUenanl  Commanding  Gwin,  of  the 
gunboat  Tyler,  March  5,  1863,  communicating  important  irformation, 

Cairo,  March  6,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  just  received  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Gwin,  of  the  Tyler,  communicating  important  inforipahou, 
which,  with  a  telegram  just  received  from  General  Grant,  commandmg  at 
Fort  Henry,  stating  that  the  rebels  were  fortifyiug  Savannah,  on  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  and  calling  for  an  additional  gunboat,  has  been  lommunicated 
to  General  Halleck.  I  shall  probably  send  an  additional  gunboat,  making 
three  boats  on  that  river. 

The  Asaietftnt  Secretary  of  War  is  now  in  my  ofBce,  and  is  informed  of 
the  state  of  things,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  demands,  I  trust,  by 
having  a  force  at  hand  sufficient  to  prevent  any  fortifications  being  erected 
on  the  Tennessee  as  far  upas  the  stage  of  water  will  permit  the  ganboata  to 
ascend  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullj',  &c., 

A.  H.  POOTE,  Fiag-Officer. 
Hon.  GinEoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Gunboat  Ttlfb, 

Oairo,  Illinois,  March  5,  1H63. 

Sir:  I  have  returned  from  up  the  Tennessee,  having  left  Pittsburg  (the  place 
of  our  late  engagement)  last  night.  The  enemy  has  not  renewed  his  attempt 
to  fortify.  I  watched  the  point  closely,  and  yesterday  landed  under  a  flag 
of  truce,  which  was  allowed  to  go  a  mile  from  the  river  before  being  stopped 
by  their  pickets.    No  sign  of  a  renewed  attempt  could  be  discovered. 

In  my  report  of  the  engagement  I  stated  that  I  felt  confident  the  enemy 
had  suffered  severely.  1  can  now  report  that  on  the  morning  after  the  ea- 
gagement  (Sunday)  nine  dead  bodies  and  one  hundred  wonnded — many  of 
them  mortally — were  counted  in  their  camp,  which  had  been  removed  the 
evening  of  the  engagement,  three  miles  back  of  the  river.  Some  teiita,  where 
they  were  carrying  badly  wounded  men,  they  would  not  allow  any  one  to 
visit;  they  were  still  bringing  in  wounded. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  ahove.  It  was  reported  that 
they  buried  fifteen  the  evening  of  the  engagement.    I  think  I  can  safely  put 
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their  losa  down  at  twenty  killed  and  one  hundred  wounded.  Theii'  force 
engaged  on  that  day  waa  1,000  infantry  (Louisiana)  and  500  cavalry, 
MisBissippi,)  besides  a  battery  of  six  pieces  of  field  artillery.  Two  guns 
(SS-pounders)  were  on  the  ground,  but  were  not  mounted. 

I  have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  have  now  at  Oorinth,  Mississippi, 
eighteen  miles  from  the  Tennessee  river  (Pittsburg)  junction  of  Mobile  and 
Ohio  and  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroads,  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand 
troops.  At  Henderson  station,  eighteen  miles  from  Coffee  landing,  Ten- 
nessee river,  and  thirty-five  miles  by  railroad  from  Corintli,  some  ten  or 
twelve  thousand,  and  bodies  of  troops  arriving  every  day,  mostly  from 
ColumboB,  and  some  from  Louisiana,  At  Bear  Creek  bridge,  seven  miles 
back  from  B^tport,  Mississippi,  they  have  liom  eight  to  ten  thousand,  and 
are  fortifying.  At  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  I  undeistand  they  are  erecting 
heavy  batteries.     This  l^t  is  not  very  relialile 

Information  received  last  night  near  Savannah,  Tennessee,  from  a  reliable 
source,  indicates  that  General  Johnson,  with  all  his  foice,  iH  falling  back 
from  Murfreesboro'  to  Beeatnr,  Alabama,  the  plice  wheio  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  railroad  crosses  the  Tennessee  ri\ei,  and  the  junction  ot  the  rail- 
road leading  from  Nashville  to  that  place,  showing  that  they  ace  preparing 
to  send  large  re-enforcements  to  Bear  creek. 

The  result  of  the  recent  elections  in  Harden  and  McNairy  counties,  South 
Tennessee,  will  prove  to  you  that  the  Union  sentiment  is  very  strong  through- 
out that  section  of  the  State.  The  former  gave  five  hundred  majority  for 
the  Union  candidate  out  of  a  poll  of  one  thousand  votes.  The  latter  gave  two 
hundred  Union  majority  oiit  of  a  poll  of  eighteen  hundred  votes.  The  con- 
stant cry  from  them  to  me  is,  "  Send  us  arms  and  a  sufficient  force  to  pro- 
tect us  in  organizing,  and  we  will  drive  the  secessionists  out  of  Tennessee 
ourselves." 

I  have  enlisted  a  few  more  men;  Captain  Phillips  recruited  several  for  his 
company.  I  have  captured  J.  B.  Kendrick,  of  Captain  Fitzgerald's  company 
of  Tennessee  volunteers,  who  represents  himself  as  a  colonel  of  militia  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Clay  Kendrick,  private  in  Captain  Fizgerald's  com- 
pany (Colonel  Crew's  regiment)  Tennessee  volunteers. 
Very  respectfully,  t'-c, 

WILLIAM  GWIN", 

Lieutenant  Oummanding, 

Flag  Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  K, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waiers. 


[Telegram.] 
Engagement  vAthfiue  rebd  forts  below  Columhus,  Kentucky. 

Flag-Ship  Benton,  March  8,  1862. 
"We  have  this  moment  returned  to  our  anchorage  after  five  hours'  fighting 
with  five  rebel  forts,  in  which  we  have  not  suffered  materially  otiiei-  than  in 
the  bursting  of  a  rifled  gun  aboard  the  St.  Louis,  killing  and  wounding 
fourteen  officers  and  men,  and  some  injury  sustained  by  the  Cincinnati. 
This  vessel  was  struck  four  times,  two  of  the  shots  passing  through  upper 
decks.  We  damaged  the  nearest  fort,  and,  had  not  darkness  prevented, 
would  have  silenced  it,  as  their  men  at  one  time  were  seen  running  from  it. 
The  place  is  stronger  and  more  difficult  to  take  than  Columbus  ever  was, 
as  a  long  line  of  foi'ts  on  the  river  command  one  another.  The  mortar 
boats  do  well,  and,  had  we  a  place  to  put  them  out  of  sight  of  the  forts,  we 
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Muld  BOOH  shell  out  the  rebels.     They  have  done  good  execution  as  it 
[  will  write  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  H.  l' 0 O^E,  Fhg-qffici;r. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naay. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Gmin's  report  of  reconnmssance  to  Chickasaw, 
Alabama. 

TJnitkd  States  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Pittsburg,  March  16,  1862. 
f  SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  reported 
to  General  Grant,  at  Fort  Poote,  on  the  Ith  instant,  and  remained  at  Dan- 
ville bridge,  twenty-five  miles  above,  awaiting  the  fleet  of  transports,  until 
Monday  morning',  by  direction  of  General  Grant,  when  General  Smith 
arriving  with  a  large  portion  of  his  command,  forty  transports,  I  convoyed 
them  to  Savannah,  arriving  there  without  molestation  on  the  11th.  The 
same  evening,  with  Ge'neral  Smith  and  staff  on  board,  made  a  recon- 
noissance  of  the  river  as  high  as  Pittsburg.  The  rebels  had  not  renewed 
their  attempts  to  fortify  at  that  point,  owing  to  the  vigilant  watch  that  had 
been  kept  on  them  in  my  absence  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk. 

The  same  evening,  at  11.45,  stood  up  the  river  with  the  Lexington,  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Shirk,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  Eastport  by  daylight, 
it  having  been  reported  to  me  that  the  rebels  had  erected  a  battery  at  Chick- 
asaw, Alabama,  one  and  a  half  mile  above  that  place.  Arriving  there  at 
1.30,  this  vessel  and  the  Lexington  opened  fire  on  the  point  which  had  been 
indicated.  The  rebels  immediately  responded.  After  expending  eixty-three 
shell,  having  accomplished  my  object,  which  was  to  ascertain  the  strength 
of  their  battery,  both  vessels  retired  without  any  damage  having  been  done 
on  our  side.  JU  well  as  I  can  judge,  theii'  battery  consists  of  five  pieces- 
three  rifled,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one,  I  should  think,  not  less  than 
32-pounders.  Both  vessels  have  since  been  actively  employed  in  convoying 
transports  to  and  covering  the  lauding  of  troops  at  different  points  above 
Savannah  in  this  river. 

The  river  is  again  very  high,  and  rising.  The  people  have  given  substan- 
tial evidence  of  the  strength  of  the  Union  sentiment  so  often  expressed  to 
me  before  in  this  vicinity,  as  very  many  have  enlisted  in  the  different  regi- 
ments. The  Tyler  is  lying  at  Pittsburg  for  the  protection  of  General 
Sherman's  division,  which  has  occupied  that  point.  The  Ijexington  is  lying 
at  Crump's  lauding,  protecting  the  division  of  General  Wallace,  which  occu- 
pies that  point.  Everything  is  working  favorably  for  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
Enclosed  you  will  find  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GWIN, 
g  Division  of  Gunboats,  Ihnnessee  lUver. 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foots,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Woiers. 
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Lieutenant  Gomrhanding  Shirk^s  repm-t  of  proceedings,  March  15,  1862. 
United  States  Gunboat  Lexington, 
Piilsburg,  Tennessee,  March  15,  1863. 

SiH  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  proceedings 
since  uiy  last  urvival  in  this  river. 

We  reached  SavaBnah  on  the  6th  instant.  The  next  morning  I  received  on 
board  this  vesaeltwenty  armed  men,  refngeea  from  Wayne  county,  Tennessee, 
who  asked  my  protection  from  the  rebel  marauding  cavalry.  Six  of  these  men 
were  from  a  rebel  regiment  which  had  beeu  stationed  at  Clarksville,  and  had 
been  told,  npon  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson,  to  make  the  beat  of  their  way  home. 
Their  arms  were  those  that  had  been  issaed  at  Clarksville,  Some  of  these 
twenty  men  have  shipped  on  board  this  vessel,  and  the  remainder  have  en- 
listed in  regiments  in  General  Smith's  command. 

I  then  proceeded  up  the  river  to  take  a  look  at  this  place,  and  discovered 
several  flags  of  truce  on  the  hill.  I  sent  a  boat  to  communicate  with  a  rebel 
officer  at  the  landing,  and  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Gwin  in  relation  to  exchange  of  prisoners.  No  work  had  been  done  since 
the  bombardment  of  the  place  on  the  Ist  instant  by  the  Tyler  and  this 
vessel.  The  nights  of  the  Tth  and  8th  I  lay  at  Craven's  landing,  protecting 
many  Union  men  from  Eobinaou's  rebel  cavalry.  During  the  8th  and  9th  I 
conveyed  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  refagees  from  Craven's  and  Chalk 
bluff  to  Savannah  for  safety.  On  the  9th  I  paid  another  Tiait  to  Pitt-sburg, 
having  on  board  Colonel  Worthington,  of  General  Smith's  advance.  On  the 
10th  I  took  on  board  some  more  avras  at  Chalk  bluff.  That  night  I  lay 
opposite  Savannah,  the  transport  with  the  forty-sixth  Ohio  volunteers  lying 
at  the  town. 

On  the  11th  the  United  States  gunboat  Tyler  arrived,  followed  by  General 
Smith  with  his  command,  in  sixty-three  transport  steamers.  At  midnight 
this  vessel  followed  the  Tyler  np  the  river,  to  make  a  reconnoiesance,  and 
at  1.20  a.  m.  on  the  12th  instant  reached  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  where  we 
discovered  that  the  rebels  had  erected  a  battery,  as  had  been  reported.  The, 
two  gunboats  opened  fire  upon  it  at  long  range,  which  was  returned  by  the 
enemy.  This  vessel  expended  twenty-five  shell.  There  were  no  casualties. 
The  battery  consisted  of  at  least  five  pieces,  two  or  three  of  which  were 
rifled.  One  of  the  latter  was  a  32-pounder,  and  had  a  very  great  range — 
great  enough  to  prevent  the  landing  of  troops  at  Eastport.  At  11.30  a.  m. 
we  reached  Savannah  again.  That  evening  I  convoyed  a  division  of  the 
army,  under  General  Wallace,  to  Crump's  landing,  and  lay  there  that  night 
and  the  following  day  and  night.  This  morning  I  convoyed  another  divi- 
sion, under  General  Hurlburt,  to  this  place,  and  went  on  with  the  transport 
Crescent  City  to  where  General  Sherman  had  his  command;  about  ten  miles 
below  Eastport.    I  returned  at  5  p.  m,,  and  will  await  here  further  orders. 

There  are  no  rebel  troops  near  here  at  present;  General  Cheatham,  who 
was  at  fehilob  (three  miles  back  from  here)  day  before  yesterday,  having 
gone  with  his  command  to  Pnrdy.  The  river  is  rising  very  rapidly,  and 
there  is  so  much  back  water  that  General  Sherman  found  it  impossible  to 
perform  the  duty  npon  which  he  was  sent.  General  Wallace  succeeded, 
night  before  last,  in  destroying  about  half  a  mile  of  the  railroad,  a  few  miles 
north  of  Purdy.  Twelve  new-made  graves  have  been  found  upon  the  hill  at 
this  place.  The  small  arms  which  I  have  taken  from  Craven's  and  Chalk 
bluff  belong  to  Union  men,  and  I  have  promised  that  they  should  events 
ually  be  returned  to  their  owners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK,  lAevienant  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  A.  U,  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  S(o,  ,    (  ni  H  )i^  C 


AEMOEED   VESSELS. 


Flog-  Officer  Foot^p.  report  of  operalions  at,  and  capture  of,  Mand  No.  10,  and 
coiTeapondence-  aonpecied  IfieremUft. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Bentos, 

Of  Island  M>.  10,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  Leaving  Cairo  on  the  14th  instant  with  seven  iron-clad  guDboate  and 
ten  mortar  boats,  and  being  joined  at  Columbus  on  the  same  day  bj  Colonel 
Buford,  in  command  of  some  twelve  hundred  troops,  I  reached  Hickman  that 
evening  with  the  flotilla  and  transports,  when  the  Louisville,  Commander 
Dove,  was  found  leaking  in  her  boilers,  and  was  sent  back  to  Columbus  for 
repairs. 

On  the  I5th  iDStant,  at  daylight,  tiie  flotilla  and  transports  moved  down 
the  river,  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Islaad  No.  10  at  9  a.  m.  The  rain  and 
dense  fog  prevented  our  getting  the  vessels  in  position,  other  than  two 
mortar  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  range. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  I  placed  the  mortars  in  aa  good 
position  as  the  circumstances  would  admit,  when  they  shelled  several  regi- 
ments out  of  their  encampments,  and,  at  extreme  range,  reached  the  batte- 
ries on  No.  10,  the  floating  battery,  and  the  five  batteries  on  the  Tennessee 
shore.  The  mortar  boats  are  in  charge  of  Captain  Maynadier,  United  States 
army,  as  ordnance  officer,  assisted  by  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P. 
Sandford,  United  States  navy,  who  volimteered  his  services. 

This  morning,  the  llth  instant,  soon  after  daylight,  the  mortar  boats  being 
ill  position,  I  had  the  Benton  lashed  between  two  other  steaoiers,  the  Cincin- 
nati and  St.  Louis,  and  with  the  remaining  iron-clad  steamers  made  an  attack 
on  the  forts,  at  a  distance  of  two  thousand  yards  or  more,  on  acconnt  of  the 
rapid  current,  rendering  the  boats  too  unmanageable  to  come  within  a  shorter 
range,  without  endangering  their  being  carried  nnder  the  enemy's  guns; 
and  as  a  nearer  approach  would  expose  the  bow  and  quarter  of  the  vessels, 
their  most  vulnerable  points,  to  a  fire  of  six  other  batteries,  mounting  forty- 
three  guns.  We  opened  fire  on  the  upper  fort  on  the  Tennessee  shore  at 
meridian,  and  continued  to  give  and  receive  quite  a  brisk  fire  from  this  and 
also  four  other  batteries  on  the  same  shore  nntil  darkness  obscured  the  forts 
from  view.  The  ten  mortars,  in  the  mean  time,  shelled  the  troops  out  of 
range,  excepting  those  manning  the  batteries. 

The  upper  fort  was  badly  cut  up  by  the  Benton  and  the  other  boats  with 
her.  We  di&mounted  one  of  their  guns,  and  the  men,  at  times,  ran  from  the 
batteries. 

Colonel  Buford  has  been  busily,  and,  I  trust,  profitably,  engaged  in  making 
reconnoissancea,  and  is  preparing  to  mount  his  siege  guns. 

In  the  attack  of  to-day  this  vessel  received  four  shots;  while  a  rifle  gun 
burst  aboard  the  St.  Louis,  killing  and  wounding  fifteen,  officers  and  men; 
I  enclose  a  list  of  casualties.  The  Cincinnati  has  had  her  engines  injured, 
which  may  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  send  her  to  Cairo  for  repairs. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  silence  the  upper  battery  to-morrow;  after  which  we 
can  plant  the  mortars  in  a  position  where  we  expect  to  be  able  to  shell  the 
rebels  out  of  their  batteries.  This  piace  is  even  stronger  and  better  adapted 
for  defence  than  Columbus  has  ever  been.  Each  fortification  commands  the 
one  above  it.  We  can  count  forty-nine  guns  in  the  different  batteries,  where 
there  are  probably  double  the  number,  with  ten  thousand  troops. 

From  exhaustion,  arising  from  continuous  service  and  want  of  sleep,  you 
will  excuse  this  incoherent  discursive  report. 

Our  shells  bursting  prematurely  we  have  to  drown  them  before  loading 
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the  gura.     The  fuzes,  many  of  which,  I  arn  informed,  were  made  before  thf 
Mexican  war,  ought  to  have  been  condemned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervatit, 
A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer,  Gomd'g  Navcd  Forces,  We^ern  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Liil  of  killed  and  wounded  an  gunboat  St.  Loais,  March  17,  1862. 

Killed,  by  bursting  of  a  rifle  gun,  Jae.  Jackson,  seamao,  Chicago,  lUinoia ; 
P.  S.  Goth,  seaman,  Maine. 

Wounded,  by  bursting  of  rifle  gun,  S.  E.  McAdani,  master's  mate,  Chicago, 
severely;  John  A.  McDonald,  gunner,  Baltimore,  slightiy;  H.  f .  Bly,  seaman. 
Mew  Bedford,  severely;  J.  W.  Sprowl,  seaman,  Bristol,  Maine,  severely:  P. 
Malhenin,  seaman,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  severely;  Wra.  Keicher,  seaman, 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  severely;  Ricb'd  Goager,  seaman,  severely;  Prank 
Clemens,  seaman,  severely;  Charles  Wolf,  seaman,  severely;  Charles  Wilson, 
seaman,  Philadelphia,  severely;  Henry  Joy,  seaman,  Worcester  couoty.Mas- 
sachusetts,  slightly;  M.  C.  Donaghho,  seaman,  Fredericktown,  Pennsylvania, 
slightly;  Peroc  Leon,  seaman,  Sardinia,  slightly. 

J.  B.  McDILL, 
Asidslani  Surgeon,  United  States  Qunbuat  St.  Louis. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LEONARD  PAULDING,  Ideutemmt  Commanding. 


FijiG-SrBAKEa  BENTQff, 
0#  Tsland  No.  10,  March  19,  1863. 

Sib  :  On  the  17th  instant  I  communicated  to  the  department  an  account  of 
our  leaving  Cairo  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Island  No.  10,  and  expressing 
the  hope  that  to-morrow  (yesterday)  we  should  be  able  to  capture  the  upper 
fort  at  this  point. 

Yesterday  we  were  firing  on  the  upper  fort  at  long  range,  reaching  it  oc- 
casionally, and  dismounted  another  gun,  while  the  mortars  were  playing  on 
the  lower  fortifications,  having  driven  the  encampments  down  the  river,  just 
out  of  range  of  our  shells.  As  the  forts  are  distinct  from  each  other,  and 
occupy  but  little  space,  and  have  been  mostly  constructed  for  four  ov  five 
months,  it  ia  impossible  to  nse  the  mortars  with  as  much  eifect  as  conld  have 
been  done  at  Columbus,  where  the  battei'ies  were  more  compact  and  exposed, 
and  the  troops  having  less  shelter  than  here.  We  are,  however,  keeping  up 
an  occasional  fire  day  and  night,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  repairing  his 
damages,  gradually  approaching  his  strongest  holds,  and  I  trust  we  will  be 
able,  in  co-operation  with  General  Pope's  division  of  the  army,  soon  to  get 
possession  of  the  place.  This  position  was  selected  by  the  rebels  on  account 
of  its  being  inaccessible  by  land,  in  a  high  stage  of  water,  on  the  Missouri 
side,  which  side  General  Pope's  army  occupies,  at- New  Madrid  ;  and  he  has 
no  transports  of  any  kind  with  which  to  cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side 
and  march  in  upon  the  rear  of  the  rebels.  I  have  this  morning  sent  Irim  two 
tugs,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  get  two  gunboats  also  through  the  same  bayou 
or  slough  to  him.  If  we  can  do  this,  with  the  two  gunboats  coming  up  and 
attacking  the  forts  from  below  with  the  land  attack,  I  have  no  donbt  but 
tliat  we  shall  secure  a  complete  victory.    We  must  proceed  here  slowly  and 
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caiitioiisly,  which  alone  caa  prove  effective,  especially  hearing  in  mind  the 
rapid  current  and  certainty  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  id  these 
slow  boats  if  we  ran  as  close  to  the  batteries  as  we  might  do  were  the  rebels 
np  stream.  Oolouel  Buford,  commanding  the  troops  hercj  amounting  to 
about  1,500,  will  be  ready  to  perform  all  service  required  uDtil  the  arrival 
of  General  Pope  in  force,  We  shall  not  be  able  to  make  the  grand  attack 
for  several  days.  This  will  depend  npon  the  arrival  of  General  Pope. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weiaes,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag-Steamer  Benton, 
Of  Island  No.  10,  March  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  Most  of  the  iron-clad  steamers,  including  this  vessel,  are  still  lying 
■withJH  Jong  range  of  the  rebel  forts,  and  occasionally,  with  the  inortar-boate, 
are  throwing  shells  into  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  have  induced  them  to 
withdraw  all  their  superfluous  men  not  required  for  serving  their  gnns.  To- 
day the  upper  battery  opened  npon  us,  but  was  silenced  in  half  an  hour,  this 
ship  dismounting  a  gun.  I  send,  to-night,  a  boat  to  aoutid  in  a  narrow  and 
shallow  channel,  in  hopes  the  present  rise  of  water  in  the  river  will  enable 
me  to  despatch  a  small  steamer  with  light  draught  to  General  Pope,  near  ^few 
Madrid,  who,  as  I  have  already  informed  the  department,  lias  several  times 
requested  that  I  would  send  him  two  or  three  gunboats  to  enable  him  to  cross 
over  to  the  Tennessee  side,  with  the  view  of  attacking  the  rebels  in  the  rear 
at  this  point,  while  we  make  the  attack  in  front  or  on  the  river  side.  I  am 
apprehensive,  however,  from  our  ill  success  thus  far,  that  this  project  may 
not  prove  feasible.  To-day,  for  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  in  command 
of  the  flotilla,  I  called  a  council  of  war,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
opinions  of  the  officers  with  reference  to  sending,  or  attempting  to  send,  aid 
to  General  Pope.  The  officers,  with  one  exception,  were  decidedly  opposed 
to  running  the  blockade,  believing  it  would  result  in  the  almost  certain  de- 
struction of  the  boats  which  should  attempt  to  pass  the  six  forts,  with  fifty 
guns  bearing  upon  the  vessels,  I  have  been  seriously  disposed  to  run  the 
blockade  myself  with  this  vessel,  which  is  better  protected  than  the  other 
boats,  although  she  is  slow  and  works  sluggishly;  but,  upon  reconsideration, 
as  her  loss  would  be'so  great  if  we  failed,  and  my  persona!  services  here  are 
considered  so  important  with  the  fleet  and  transports,  I  have,  for  the  present, 
abandoned  the  idea. 

This  place  is  admirably  chosen  for  defence  by  the  rebels,  as  its  rear  can 
only  be  approached,  in  this  stage  of  water,  from  the  river  side  opposite  New 
Madrid,  it  being  sun-ounded  by  bayous  or  sloughs,  while  its  long  line  of  six 
forts,  commanding  one  another  from  the  river  front,  render  it  almost  impreg- 
nable to  an  attacking  force.  General  Pope  has  no  transports,  and,  without 
oar  reaching  bim  by  running  the  blockade,  is  unable  to  cross  over  to  the 
Tennessee  side  from  New  Madrid,  where  he  now  is  in  force,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible for  him,  from  the  inundated  state  of  the  country,  to  send  or  march  hia 
troops  to  this  point.  Were  we  to  attempt  to  attack  these  heavy  batteries 
with  the  gunboats,  or  attempt  to  ran  the  blockade  and  fail,  as  I  have  already 
stated  in  a  former  communication,  the  rivers  above  us — Mississippi,  Ohio, 
and  Cumberland — would  be  greatly  exposed,  not  only  frustrating  the  grand 
object  of  the  expedition,  but  exposing  our  towns  and  cities  bordering  those 
rivers ;  especially  so  should  General  Pope  be  unable  to  hold  his  position  at 
New  Madrid.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  our  boats  being  so  ill-adapted 
to  fighting  down  the  river,  with  two  rifle  guns  having  burst,  and4>ur  shells 
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imperfect,  I  am  ini3uccd  to  act  with  great  caution,  and  expose  the  flotilla  less 
than  under  more  favorable  circumstances  it  would  be  my  duty  to  do,  for  the 
great  object  for  which  the  fleet  was  creat-ed.  For  the  future,  in  the  absence 
of  instructions  from  higher  authority,  I  shall  be  governed  by  circumstanccB 
as  they  may  arise.  When  the  object  of  running  the  blockside  becomes  ade- 
quate to  the  risk,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  do  it.  The  place  may  be  occupied 
by  us  in  a  short  time  without  an  aesanit,  as  the  rebels  must  be  cut  off  from 
their  necessary  supplies.  Still,  if  this  does  not  soon  take  place,  it  may  be- 
come necessary  to  force  the  blockade,  or  adopt  some  other  measures  which 
have  not  yet  suggested  themselves. 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Eon.  GiDEOh'  WEri,ES, 

Secreiary  of  the  Navy. 


A.  H.  FOOTE, 


United  States  Flao-Ship  Benton, 

Island  No.  10,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  30th  instant  we  have  been  lying  off 
the  forts  at  long  range,  occasionally  giving  a  rifle  shot,  and  more  freqnently 
throwing  mortar  shells  iipon  the  island  and  at  the  fortifications  on  the  Ten- 
nessee shore.  The  rebels  still  hold  the  forts,  bat  the  encampments  are 
moved  beyond  range,  with  a  sufBcient  number  of  men  to  serve  Iheir  heavy 
guns,  which  seem  to  be  well  protected  from  our  shells  by  their  breastworks. 
A  communication  from  General  Halleck  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  leads 
me  to  hope  that  we  may  yet  derive  support  from  the  army,  irrespective  of 
Genera!  Pope's  force,  which  will  cross  over  from  New  Madrid  and  attack  the 
rebels  in  the  rear,  while  we  make  the  attack  in  front,  in  case  we  succeed  in 
getting  two  steamers  and  several  cutters,  which  are  now  working  their  way 
towards  that  point,  through  the  bayous  or  sloughs.  Should  this  effort  be 
successful,  I  hope  to  hear  that  a  land  force  of  some  10,000  men  will  be  in 
the  rebels'  rear  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  days.  With  the  exception  of  a 
ridge,  or  higher  land,  on  the  river  bank  on  the  Tennessee  side,  from  directly 
opposite  New  Madrid  to  nearly  opposite  Island  No.  10,  the  whole  country  is 
inundated,  or  at  least  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  troops  from  other  points 
reaching  the  rebels'  rear,  showing  how  admirably  their  position  has  been 
chosen  for  defence, 

We  now  have  here  six  iron-plated  gunboats,  one  wooden  gimboat,  the 
Oonestflga,  and  sixteen  mortar-boats;  one  iron-clad  gunboat  being  at  Nash- 
ville, one  guarding  Columbus  and  Hickman,  and  two  wooden  boats  up  the 
Tennessee;  while  the  Essex,  Commander  Porter,  is  repairing  at  St.  Louis. 
We  have  all  the  mortar-boats  that  we  can  use  to  any  advantage,  and  still 
want  two  tow-boats  for  these  in  greater  force,  as  we  have  a  strong  current, 
requiring  the  greatest  vigilance  to  prevent  them  and  the  gunboats  from 
being  carried  down  stream,  from  the  want  of  steam-power  of  the  latter. 
Colonel  Buford,  commanding  the  troops,  has  a  force  of  between  1,900  and 
2,000  men;  but  who,  in  fact,  living  as  they  necessarily  do,  aboard  the  trans- 
ports— the  banks  being  overflowed,  and  they  surrounded  by  water — cannot 
a(;complish  anything  of  consequence.  Thus  we  are  waiting  to  open  commu- 
nication with  General  Pope,  at  New  Madrid. 

I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  me  by  General  Strong,  com- 
manding at  Cairo,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rebels  have  thirteen 
.  gunboats,  independent  of  the  five  below  New  Madrid,  and  the  Manassas,  or 
ram,  at  Memphis.  I  presume  that  these  boats  are  not  equal  to  ours;  still,  we 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  their  character,  especially  those  at  New  Or- 
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leans.  I  have  orilered  the  vifle  guns  as  they  arrive  at  Caij:o  to  be  sent  to 
us,  as  our  viflee  are  unsafe,  and  must  be  condemned  as  soon  as  others  can 
tie  supplied.  The  I'ifle  shells,  as  weil  as  those  of  the  S-inch  guna  and  thirty- 
twoB,  also  burst  prematurely,  and  I  havo  been  obliged  to  drown  all  fusea  at 
a  distance  exceeding  one  thousand  yards. 

I  shall  proceed  with  caution  in  our  work  here,  being  fully  aware  of  our 
disadvantages.  If,  however,  any  disaster  should  occur,  from  circumstances 
beyond  my  control,  I  have  ordered  the  two  iron-clad  gunboats  Cairo  and 
Louisville,  with  the  wooden  boats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  to  meet  at  Cairo, 
or  a-s  far  down  as  Columbus  and  even  Hickman,  to  prevent  the  rebel  gun- 
boats from  ascending  the  river  beyond  Cairo,  which  place  is  now  so  nearly 
oveiflowed  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  us  to  remove  all  our  ammunition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  &c.. 


Hon.  GiDRON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — Were  we  able  even  to  shell  the  forcei 
they  would  reoccupy  as  we  passed  down  the  i 
2,000  troops  to  take  possession. 


.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-C 


Letter  from  General  Bilkck  io  Ftag-Offiotr  Foole. 

Headquartebs  Depabtmbnt  or  the  Mississippi, 

68.  Louis,  March  21,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  report  {without  date)  of  your  operations 
against  the  enemy's  batteries  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10.  While  I  am 
certain  that  you  have  done  everything  that  could  be  done  successfully  to 
reduce  these  works,  I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  not  unnecessarily  exposed 
your  gunboats.  If  they  had  been  disabled  it  would  have  been  a  most  serious 
loss  to  us  in  the  future  operations  of  the  campaign;  whereas  the  reduction 
of  these  batteries  this  week  or  next,  is  a  matter  of  very  little  importance 
indeed.  I  think  it  will  turn  out  in  the  end  that  it  is  much  better  for  us  that 
they  are  not  reduced  till  we  can  fully  cut  off  the  retreat  of  their  troops. 

Everything  is  now  progressing  well  on  the  Tennessee  river  toward  opening 
your  way  down  the  Mississippi.  The  reduction  of  these  works  is  only  a 
question  of  time,  and  we  are  in  no  hurry  on  that  point  Nothing  is  lost  by 
a  little  delay  thfire.  I  am  directing  all  my  attention  now  to  another  object, 
and  when  that  is  accomplished  the  enemy  must  evacuate  or  surrender. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECE, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
riag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

"  "  J  Naval  Forces,  Sfo. 


Letter  from  General  Strong  to  Flog-Officer  Foote. 

UEAnqoARTERS  IlNiTEn  States  Forces, 

Cairo,  Illinois,  March  24,  1882. 
Mt  Dear  Commodore:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  mora 
ing  from  Captain  Dresser.     It  contains  important  information  relating  to 
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movements  of  the  enemy  down  the  river.     I  bare  sent  General  Pope,  also 
Colonel  Buford,  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Vei-y  truly,  yonrs, 

W.  K.  STRONG, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  Foote, 

On  the  Benton,  near  Idand  No  10. 


Cairo,  Illinois,  March  24,  1862. 

Gbnerat.  :  I  left  Savannah,  Tennessee,  yesterday  morning,  and  whiie  at 
Peri'ysville,  some  forty  miles  this  side  of  Savannah,  we  took  on  board  a  man 
by  the  name  of  M.  A.  Clark,  formerly  of  Paducah,  Kentucky,  late  of  New 
Orleans.  He  left  New  Orleans  a  week  ago  last  Thursday;  I  gained  from 
him  the  following  statement:  Port  Pillow  was  being  evacuated  whim  he 
was  at  Memphis  last  Wednesday;  confederates  moving  all  their  stores  from 
Memphis  to  Corinth.  The  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Pillow  were  left  nnder  water; 
Beanregatd  was  at  Jackson  on  Thursday  last;  would  leave  with  his  troops 
on  Friday  for  Corinth.  Eleven  engines  and  two  hundred  cars  were  taken 
from  the  Mississippi  Central  railroad  to  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad, 
to  move  Johnson's  forces  from  Decatur  to  Corinth.  Confederates  are  building 
thirteen  gunboats  at  New  Orleans — twelve  of  them  for  river  and  one  for  sea 
service.  One— Mureay's  boat— carries  thirty  guns;  would  be  read;^  last 
week,  and  balance  this  week;  were  to  come  up  the  river  as  soon  as  finished; 
Bragg  and  Polk  were  at  Corinth. 
Very  respectfully, 

JASPAE,  M.  DRESSEK,  Captain. 

Brigadier  General  Stbong, 

Commanding,  Cairo. 


Letter  from  Flag-OJker  FooU  to  Qmeral  IMUck. 

Benton,  off  No.  10,  March  26,  1862. 
General  :  In  view  of  the  rebels  having,  as  is  reported,  thirteen  gunboats 
at  New  Orleans,  irrespective  of  four  or  five  below  New  Madrid,  with  the 
Manassas,  or  ram,  at  Memphis,  I  respectfully  suggest,  in  view  of  the  con- 
tingency of  their  pt^sing  up  the  river,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a 
river  battery  placed  at  Columbus  which  would  sweep  the  river  below  that 
point.  Cairo,  being  now  almost  overflowed,  presents  a  less  defensible  posi- 
tion than  Columbus. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c.. 


Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 


Fr, AG- Steamer  Bekton, 

Inland  No.  10,  March  26,  1862. 

Sib  ;  You  will  inform  the  commander  of  the  gunboats  Cairo,  Tyler,  and 

Lexington,  not  to  be  caught  up  the  rivers  with  too  little  water  to  return  to 

Cairo.     They,  of  course,  before  leaving,  will  consult  the  generals  with  whom 

they  are  co-operating.     As  it  is  reported,  on  the  authority  of  different  per- 

i.,Chh)o[c 
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sons  from  New  Orleaiis,  that  the  rebels  have  thirteen  gunboats  iiaighed  and 
ready  to  move  up  the  Mississippi,  besides  the  four  or  five  beiow  New  Madrid 
and  llie  Manassas,  or  ram,  at  Memphis,  the  boats  now  up  the  rivers  and  at 
Columbus  or  Hickmau  should  be  ready  to  protect  Cairo  or  Columbag,  in  case 
disaster  overtakes  us  in  our  flotilla.  ***** 
Kespectfnlly,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Commander  Pennoce:,  Cairo,  Illinois. 


Lslter  fTotn  Flag-Offtret  Foot?,  enclosing  rqiori  rf  Colonel  Roberts. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Of  Island  No.  10,  AprU  2,  1862. 
Last  night  an  armed  boat  expedition  was  fitted  out  from  the  squadron  and 
the  land  forces  at  this  point,  under  command  of  Colonel  Roberts,  of  the  42d 
Illinois  regiment. 

The  five  boats  comprising  the  expedition  were  in  charge  of  First  Master 
J.  V.  Johnson,  of  the  St.  Louis,  assisted  by  Fourth  Master  ti.  P.  Lord,  of  the 
Benton  ;  Fourth  Master  Pierce,  of  the  Oinciucati ;  Fourth  Master  Norgan, 
of  the  Pittsburg,  and  Master's  Mate  Scoville,  of  the  Mound  City,  each  with 
a  boat's  orew  of  ten  men  from  their  respective  vessels,  carrying  in  all  one 
hundred  men,  exclusive  of  officers,  under  command  of  Colonel  Koberta. 

At  midnight  the  boais  reached  the  upper  or  No.  1  fort,  and,  pulling  directly 
in  its  face,  carried  it,  receiving  only  the  harmless  fire  of  two  sentinels,  who 
ran  on  discharging  their  muskets,  while  the  rebel  troops  in  the  vicinity 
rapidly  retreated  ;  whereupon  Colonel  Roberts  spiked  the  sis  guns  mounted 
in  the  fort  and  retired  with  the  boats  uninjured. 

The  commanding  officer  represents  all  under  hia  command,  from  their 
coolness  and  determination,  as  being  ready  to  perform  more  hazardous  ser- 
vice had  it  been  required  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  object  of  the  expedition. 
Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Colonel  Roberts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  GmBoN'  Welles, 

/  of  the  Navy. 


On  board  Steamer  MEKPHia,  April  2,  1862, 
Tn  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  evening, 
at  half  past  five  o'clock,  I  took  command  of  an  expedition  designed  against 
the  rebel  battery  No.  1,  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  My  force  consisted  of  five 
boats  furnished  by  the  gunboats  Benton,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Pittsburg, 
and  Mound  City,  manned  by  crews  of  these  boats,  respectively,  and  trans- 
porting a  detachment  of  fifty  men  from  company  A,  42d  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers. 

My  first  endeavor  was  to  proceed  through  the  overflowed  woodland  on  the 
Kentucky  shore,  and  thus  escape  observation  ;  this  proved-  to  be  impracti- 
cable, as  well  because  of  the  fall  of  the  river  as  of  the  large  amount  of  drift 
accumulated  among  the  trees.  We  then  dropped  down  to  the  firs't  mortar 
boat  and  lay  by  until  11  o'clock  p.  m ,  when  all  the  boats  were  got  under 
way  and  proceeded,  one  after  the  other,  keeping  close  under  the  shadow  of 
the  shore.     The  Benton's  boat  led  until  the  outlines  of  battery  No.  1  wer 
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■well  defined,  when  the  order  of  attack,  tfje  suggestion  of  First  Master  J.  V. 
Johnson,  was  taken  np  as  follows  :  The  boats  of  the  St.  Louis,  Benton,  and 
Pittsburg  advaDCed  in  line,  the  Bentou'a  boat  in  the  centre  ;  the  remaining 
boats  followed  a  few  yards  behind. 

We  approached  the  battery  with  muffled  oars,  in  auch  silence  that  we 
were  less  tlian  ten  yards  distant  when  the  sentinels  at  the  guns  discovered 
ns.  They  cried  out  in  great  surprise,  fired  twice  on  our  boats,  and  ran  away. 
We  landed  in  good  order  and  with  great  expedition,  the  rear  boats  falling 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  centre  boat  of  the  advanced  line,  and  at  once 
commenced  spiking  the  guns.  Lieutenant  Church,  with  twenty  men,  ad- 
vanced toward  the  supposed  rebel  camp  to  anticipate  an  attack,  and,  at  the 
same  timo,  protect  the  men  engaged  in  spiking  the  guns.  No  such  attack 
was  made. 

The  work  was  done  with  perfect  coolness  on  the  part  of  our  men,  but  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  for  the  rebel  gunboat  Grampus  had  taken  alarm  at  the 
sentinels'  fire,  and  was  standing  toward  us.  I  did  not  go  on  board  to  return 
until  I  had  first  personally  inspected  every  gun,  I  report,  sir,  that  every 
gun  in  the  battery  except  one  (dismounted  and  lying  in  the  wpter)  was 
spiked  by  our  party.  I  believe  the  spiking  will  prove  effectual.  The  object 
of  the  expedition  being  thus  accomplished,  we  took  to  our  boats  and  returned 
without  any  loss  whatever. 

To  the  naval  officers  in  command  of  the  boats  great  praise  is  due  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  our  approach  was  conducted.  Tlio  officers  of 
the  detachments  were  prompt  and  efficient,  while  the  men  of  both  land  forces 
and  marines,  by  their  implicit  obedience  of  orders,  have  proved  themselves 
worthy  of  any  service  whatever.  The  kindness  of  Captain  Phelps,  of  the 
Benton,  in  giving  personal  attention  to  the  outfit  of  the  expedition,  ia  kindly 
remembered. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  EOBEETS, 
Colonel  Commanding  42ii  Begiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Cairo,  April  4,  1862. 
This  morning  the  Benton,  Cincinnati,  and  Pittsburg,  with  three  mortar 
boats,  opened,  and  continued  for  more  than  an  hour    a  fire  on  the  rebels' 
heavy  floating  battery  at  Island  No.  10,  when  the  latter,  having  received 
several  shells  from  the  rifles  and  mortars,  cut  loose  from  her  moorings  and 
drifted  down  the  river  two  or  three  miles.     The  shells  were  thrown  from  the 
flotilla  into  different  forts  of  the  island  and  into  the  rebel  batteries  lining  the 
Tennessee  shore.    The  return  fire  produced  no  efi'ect  on  the  squadron.     No 
more  men  than  were  actually  necessary  to  man  the  batteries  were  visible. 
A.  H.  FOOTE,  .Flag-Officer,  ^o. 
Hon.  GiDttoN  Wei.les, 

/  of  the  Navy. 


Plag-Steamkr  Bentok, 

OfUand  No.  l^^- April  6,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  gunboat  Caron- 

delet  ran  the  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 

forty-seven  guns,  and  reached  Hew  Madrid  safely,  without  even  receiving  a 

shot.     Captain  Walke,  hia  officers  and  crew,  merit  the  commendation  of  the 


AHMOEED  VESSELS.  383 

government  for  their  gallantry,  coolness,  and  general  conduct  on  this  occa- 
Rion.  1  would  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  acting 
first  master,  Mr.  Hoel,  of  Cincinnati,  who  so  creditably  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices to  go  in  the  Caroiidelet,  and  did  go  in  her,  although  he  was  attached 
to  the  gunboat  Cincinnati. 

I  enclose  a  con'eapoudence,  or  a  copy  of  it,  between  Major  General  Pope, 
at  New  Madrid,  and  myself,  in  relation  to  another  gunboat  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade  for  his  relief  or  assistance. 

The  rebels  are  very  strongly  fortified  here,  and  seem  determined  to  do  all 
in  their  power  to  maintain  their  position.  I  trust,  however,  when  General 
Pope  crosses  with  his  army  and  moves  upon  their  rear  that  we  shall  be  able, 
by  an  attack  in  front,  to  carry  the  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  H.  POOTB,  Flag-Officer. 

Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


iBsfrucfioB!  (o  Cammaarler  Walhe. 

Uniteu  States  Plag-Steameel  Benton, 

Of  Island  No.  10,  March  30,  1863. 

Sib:  You  will  avail  yourself  of  the  first  fog  or  rainy  night,  and  drift  your 
steamer  down  past  the  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore  and  Island  No.  10, 
until  jou  reach  New  Madrid. 

I  assign  you  this  service,  as  it  is  vitally  important  to  the  captiii'e  of  this 
place  that  a  gunboat  should  soon  be  at  New  Madrid  for  the  purpose  of  cov- 
ering General  Pope's  army  while  he  crosses  at  that  point  to  the  opposite  or 
to  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  river,  that  he  may  move  his  army  up  to  Island 
No.  10,  and  attack  the  rebels  in  rear  while  we  attack  them  in  front. 

Should  you  succeed  in  reaching  General  Pope,  you  will  freely  confer  with 
Itim,  and  adopt  his  suggestions,  so  far  as  your  superior  knowledge  of  what 
yoiir  boat  will  perform  will  enable  you  to  do,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
his  force  while  crossing  the  river. 

You  will  also,  if  you  have  coal,  and  the  current  of  the  river  will  permit, 
steam  up  the  river  when  the  army  moves,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  their 
fortifications.  Still  you  will  act  cautiously  here,  as  your  own  will  be  the 
only  boat  below. 

You  will  capture  or  destroy  the  rebel  steam  gunboat  Grampus,  and  the 
transports,  if  possible,  between  this  place  and  No,  10,  at  such  time  aa  will 
not  embarrass  you  in  placing  yourself  in  communication  with  General  Pope 
at  the  earliest  possible  time  after  leaving  this  place. 

On  this  delicate  and  somewhat  hazardous  service  to  which  I  assign  you  I 
must  enjoin  upon  you  the  importance  of  keeping  your  lights  secreted  in  the 
hold  or  put  out,,  keeping  your  .ofBcers  and  men  from  speaking  at  all  when 
passing  tlie  forts,  above  a  whisper,  and  then  only  on  duty,  and  of  using  every 
other  precaution  to  prevent  the  rebels  suspecting  that  you  are  dropping 
below  their  batteries. 

If  you  successfully  perforin  this  duty  assigned  yon,  which  you  so  wil- 
lingly undertake,  it  will  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  you  and  all  belong- 
ing to  your  vessel,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  government  will  fully  ap- 
preciate and  reward  you  for  a  service  which,  I  trust,  will  enable  the  army 
to  cross  the  river  and  make  a  successful  attack  in  rear  while  we  storm  the 
batteries  in  front  of  this  stronghold  of  the  rebels, 

Comiuending  you  and  all  who  compose  your  command  to  the  care  and 
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protection  of  God,  who  rules  the  world  and  directs  all  things,  T  am,  rcapect- 
fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A,  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Commander  H.  Walkr, 

Commanding  Oarondeht. 

F.  S.~Should  you  meet  with  disaster,  you  will,  as  a  last  resort,  destroy 
tbe  steam  machinery,  and,  if  possible  to  escape,  set  fire  to  your  gunboat,  or 
&iiik  her,  and  prevent  her  from  falling'  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  F. 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Idand  No.  10,  April  i,  1862. 
General  ;  The  gunboat  Carondelet,  Commander  Waike,  left  her  anchorage 
this  evening,  at  10  o'clock,  in  a  heavy  tbunder-storm,  for  tho  purpose  of  run- 
ning the  flre  of  tbe  batteries  on  Island  No.  10  and  those  lining  the  Tennes- 
see shore,  to  join  your  forces  at  New  Madrid.  By  a  previous  concerted 
signal  of  three  minuto-guns,  twice  fired  at  intervals  of  five  minutes,  which 
have  since  been  heard,  as  near  as  the  heavy  thunder  would  enable  us  to 
ascertain,  leads  me  to  hope  that  the  blockade  has  been  run  succeaafnlly, 
although  the  batteries  opened  upon  her  with  forty-seven  guns  while  passing. 
I  am,  therefore,  so  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  the  fate  of  the  noble  officers 
and  men  who  so  readily  were  disposed  to  attempt  the  hazardous  service, 
that  I  beg  you  will  immediately  inform  me  by  bearer  if  Commander  WaIke 
has  arrived  with  his  vessel,  and  the  condition  in  which  you  find  her  and  her 
ofScers  and  men. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-OJfiaer. 
Major  General  Joh:j  Pope, 

Commanding  Army  ai  New  Madrid,  Missouri, 


Leiler  front  General  Pope  to  msg-Qgksr  FooU. 

Headquaeters  District  op  the  Missisbippi, 

New  Madrid,  April  5,  1863. 

Sis:  Tour  note  of  yesterday  has  just  been  received.  Captain  Waike  ar- 
rived safely  with  the  Carondelet,  not  a  shot  having  touchetl  her.  Officers 
and  men  are  in  good  condition  for  service. 

I  requested  Colonel  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  write  to  you 
yesterday  in  relation  to  sending  another  one  of  the  gunboats,  and,  with  pro- 
found respect,  I  venture  to  urge  you  still  further  on  the  subject.  ■!  have  not 
a  doubt  but  that  one  of  them  could  run  the  batteries  without  aoy  serious 
injary.  Notwithstanding  their  inferior  character,  the  enemy's  gunboats 
pass  and  repass  our  batteries  in  the  night  without  injury. 

My  best  artillerists—officers  of  the  regular  array,  of  many  years'  expe- 
rience— state  positively  that  it  is  impossible,  in  the  night,  to  fire  with  any 
kind  of  certainty  the  large  guns  (338)  of  our  batteries,  especially  at  a  mov- 
ing object.    The  shot  flred  at  the  Caiondelet  passed  SOO  feet  above  her. 

I  am  thus  urgent,  sir,  because  the  lives  of  thousands  of  men,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  our  operations,  hang  upon  your  decision.  With  the  two  boats  all  is 
safe;  with  one  it  is  uncertain.     The  lives  of  tbe  men  composing  this  arm.y 
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a  my  keeping,  and  X  do  not  feci  justified  in  omitting  any  steps  to  fortify 
a  movement  against  any  accident  which  might  occasion  disaster  not  to  be 


Certainly  the  risk  to  a  gunboat  running  down  in  the  night  is  not  neariy 
;o  great,  aud  involves  no  such  consequences,  as  the  risk  to  ten  thousand 
ncn  crossing  a  great  river  in  tiie  face  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  excuse  me,  I  am  sure,  if  I  seem  urgent.  A  sense  of  duty  impels 
nc  to  present  the  facts  as  forcibly  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

JOHN  POPE, 
Maoir  < 
Plag-OfScer  A.  H.  Pootb, 

Gcmimanding  Mississippi  Flotilla. 


,.•"     Idler  from  Fiay-Offker  Fook  to  General  Pope. 

Flao- Steamer  Bekton, 
Of  Island  No.  10,  April  6,  1862. 

OBifERAL;  Your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  aniionnciiig  the  safe  amvalof  the 
Oarondelet  at  New  Madrid,  was  received  at  8  o'clock  this  eveniag.  The 
telegram  of  Assistant  Secretary  Scott  reached  me  a  few  minutes  later. 

Colonel  Biesel,  who  has  charge  of  the  steamers  and  barges  now  in  the 
slough,  en  roide.  to  New  Madrid,  has  requested  that  two  tuga,  even,  might 
be  sent  to  you,  which  wonld,  with  arrangements  he  could  make,  enable  you 
to  transport  yonr  forces  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  case  it  was 
deemed  inexpedient  to  send  a  gunboat  for  that  purpose.  You,  yourself,  in 
a  late  letter,  apply  for  a  gunboat,  onr  smallest  gunboat,  even,  for  that  purpose. 
I  cou)d  last  night,  had  yon  made  a  point  of  having  two  gunboats,  sent  them 
with  comparative  safety,  as  the  night  was  dark,  while  the  vivid  lightning 
enabled  the  pilots  to  keep  the  channel.  Again,  it  is  now  too  late  to  obtain 
the  hay  and  othet  necessary  articles  for  the  protection  of  the  gunboat  to- 
night, to  say  nothing  of  the  clear  atmosphere,  rendering  a  boat  as  visible, 
or  as  good  an  object  to  sight,  as  in  the  daytime.  For  these  reasons  I  can- 
not, neither  does  a  single  navy  officei',  and,  I  presume,  not  a  pilot,  in  the 
tiquadron,  consider  that  a  gunboat  could  run  the  blockade  to-night  without 
an  almost  certainty  of  its  being  sunk  in  the  attempt,  especially  if  the  guns 
were  served  with  any  degree  of  skill  or  ability  whatever. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  the  expression  in  your  letter,  "The  success  of  our  opera- 
tions hangs  upon  your  (my)  decision,"  especially  referring  to  my  directing 
a  gunboat  to  attempt  running  the  blockade  in  this  clear  night;  for,  in  my 
judgment,  and  that  of  all  the  other  officers,  the  boat  might  as  well  expect  to 
rUn  it  in  the  daytime.  I  cannot  consider  the  running  of  your  blockade, 
where  the  river  is  nearly  a  mile  wide,  and  only  exposed  to  a  few  light  guns, 
at  all  comparable  to  running  it  here,  where  a  boat  has  not  only  to  pass 
seven  batteries,  but  has  to  be  kept  "  head  on  "  to  a  battery  of  eleven  heavy 
guns  at  the  head  of  Island  No.  10,  and  to  pass  within  300  yards  of  this  strong 
battery.  If  it  did  not  sink  the  gunboat,  we  would,  in  the  navy,  consider  the 
gunners  totally  unfit  for  employment  in  the  service;  and,  therefore,  my  re- 
sponsibility for  the  lives  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  charge  induces 
m§  to  decline  a  request  which  would,  especially  without  protection  to  the 
boat,  were  the  rebels  at  all  competent  to  perform  their  duty,  result  in  the 
sacrifice  of  the  boat,  her  officers,  and  men,  which  sacrifice  I  should  not  be 
justified  in  making — certainly  not  now,  when,  by  youi»-own  admission,  it 
will  be  easy  for  the  new  rebel  steamers,  reported  to  be  on  their  way  up  the 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69—^25  iOOqIc 
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river,  to  pass  your  batteries  in  the  night,  and  if  they  meet  my  squadron' 
reduced  hy  lose,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  cope  with  them,  can  continue  up  the 
Mississippi  or  Ohio  to  St.  Louis  or  to  Cincinnati, 

In  view,  however,  of  rendering  ynu  all  the  aid  yoii  request,  and  no  doubt 
require,  while  I  regret  that  yon  had  not  earlier  expressed  the  apprehension 
of  the  necessity  of  two  gunboats,  instead  of  the  smaller  gunboat,  I  will,  to- 
morrow, endeavor  to  prepare  another  boat;  and  if  the  night  is  such  as  will 
render  her  running  the  blockade  without  serious  disaster  at  al!  probable,  I 
will  make  the  attempt  to  send  you  the  additional  boat  requested  in  your 
letter  of  this  day's  date, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTS, 
■   Flag-Qfficer  Commanding  Naval  ForccB,  Western  Waters. 
Major  General  John  Pope, 

"  g  Army  at  New  Madrid. 


United  States  Flag-Steameb  Benton, 

Of  Island  No.  10,  April  5,  1863. 
Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  several  letters  and  papers  referring  to 
our  action  here  within  the  last  three  or  four  days. 

By  spiking  the  rebel  guns  in  one  fort,  and  compelling  the  floating  battery 
to  cut  adrift  from  her  moorings  on  the  following  day  from  our  effective  lire 
upon  her,  these  ha.ve  enabled  the  Carondelet,  Commander  Walke,  to  ran,  as 
I  hope,  successfully  the  blockade,  and  join  General  Pope  at  New  Madrid, 
who  has  been  urging  me  to  send  him  one  or  two  gunboats  to  cover  his  troops 
while  he  lands  in  force  to  attack  them  in  front.  While  the  Carondelet  was 
running  the  blockade  last  night  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  thunderTstorm,  the 
batteries  opened  upon  her  with  forty-seven  guns.  Stiil,  as  the  preconcerted 
signal  with  that  vessel  of  firing  minute  guns  was  made  as  far  as  the  he^vy 
thunder  vrould  enable  as  to  hear,  I  trust  that  she  is  now  safely  at  New 
Madrid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  YOO'T'S,  Flag-Oificer. 
Hon.  GmEON  Welles, 

y  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Passagi  of  r^t  itfUeries  by  the  C'anmdelei. 

United  States  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

New  Madrid,  April  5,  1862. 
Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  last  night,  about  1  o'clock, 
all  well.  On  our  way  all  of  the  rebel  batteries  and  a  large  number  of  in- 
fantry opened  fire  upon  ns,  which  was  continued  until  we  were  out  of  range. 
Providentially,  no  damage  was  done  to  the  vessel  or  the  ofttcers  and  crew, 
who  conducted  themselves  with  admirable  courage  and  fidelity,  Tho  terri- 
ble storm  which  prevailed  at  the  time  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  any 
reliable  observation. 

Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WATjKB, 
.  Commander,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-OfScer  A,  H.  FoorE, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters.     ^    C -il  H)>"^  [c 
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[Telegrams.] 

Steamer  Benton, 
Off  Mand  M.  10,  AprU  1,  1862. 
Two  officers  have  this  instant  boarded  «8  from  Island  No.  10,  stating  that, 
by  order  of  their  commanding  officer,  they  are  ordered  to  uurrender  Island 
No.  10  to  the  commodore  commanding  the  gunboats.  As  these  officers  knew 
nothing  of  the  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore,  I  have  sent  Captain  Phelps 
to  ascertain  something  definite  on  the  subject.  I  will  telegraph  when  fur- 
ther information  is  received. 

With  General  Pope  now  advancing  from  New  Madrid  in  strong  force  to 
attact  in  rear,  I  am,  with  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  ready  to  attack  in  front, 
while  General  Buford  here  is  rc^dy  to  cooperate  with  the  land  forces;  but 
it  seems  as  if  the  place  is  to  be  surrendered  without  further  defence. 

A.  H.  FOOTB, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  Navcd  Forces,Weslem  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P lag-Steamer  Bbmton, 
Off  Island  No.  10,  AprU  8—1  a.  m. 

My  telegram,  three  hours  since,  informed  the  department  that  Island  No. 
10  had  surrendered'to  the  gunboats.  Captain  Phelps  has  this  instant  re- 
turned, after  having  had  an  interview  wilii  the  late  commandant.  1  have 
requested  General  Buford,  commanding  the  troops,  to  pr0(;eed  immediately, 
in  company  with  two  of  the  gunboats,  and  take  possession  of  the  island. 
The  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore  have  been  hastily  evacuated,  where  we 
shall  find,  no  doubt,  in  the  morning,  large  quantities  of  munitions  of  war. 

1  communicate  with  General  Pope,  who  has,  under  cover  of  the  two  gun- 
boats which  gallantly  ran  the  blockade  in  the  thunder  storm,  crossed  the 
river  in  force,  and  was  ready,  as  well  aa  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  with 
General  Buford  and  his  troops,  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  upon  the 
rebels,  had  they  not  so  hastily  evacuated  the  Tennessee  shore  and  surren- 
dered Island  No.  10. 

A  full  report  will  be  made  as  soon  aa  wo  can  obtain  possession  of  the  land 
batteries  and  I  am  able  to  communicate  with  General  Pope. 


Hon.  GmsoN  Welles, 

Secrelary  of  the  Navy. 


A.  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Officer,  Ifc. 


[TelegTain,j>ia  Cairo.] 

FLAG-SrEiMER  Benton, 
Off  Island  No.  10,  jiprU  8,  1863. 
This  morning  at  2  o'clock,  in  a  heavy  thunder-storm,  the  gunboat  Pitts- 
burg, Lieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  ran  the  blockade,  under  fire  of 
seventy-three  guns,  and  has  probably  reached  New  Madrid,  and  is  now  with 
the  Oarondeiet,  Commodore  Walke,  as  reports  of  heavy  guns  are  heard 
opening  upon  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  opposite  shorg,  to  destroy  them,  that 
General  Pope,  with  his  army,  may  land  on  the  Tennessee  side,  preparatory 
to  moving  to  attack  the  rear  of  the  rebels  at  this  place  while  we  attack  them 
in  fj-ont. 

A,  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Officer,  OomTrmtding. 
Hon.  GmKON  Welles, 

y  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.  i    OoOqIc 
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Fi.ag-Strimek  Brnton, 

Island  No.  10,  April  9,  1863. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  my  report  to  the 
department  of  the  sarronder  of  Island  No.  10. 

1  also  send  a  copy  of  the  rebel  navy  signals.  Commander  Kilty,  of  the 
gnnboat  Mound  City,  captured  tbe  signal-book,  signals,  and  telegraphic  dic- 
tionary. As  we  shall  probably  meet  the  rebel  gunboats,  I  retain  the  signal- 
book,  which  is  almost  a  copy  from  ours.  I  will  soon  send  the  drawings  and 
plans  of  the  celebrated  floating  battery,  which  lies  submerged  between  here 
and  New  Madrid. 

General  Pope  ia  now  with  me,  and  reports  that  he  has  captured  6,000 
prisoners,  including  three  generals.  He  wishes  to  naove  an  army  of  25,000 
men  down  the  river;  but  as  time  is  important,  and  I  am  ready  to  move  with 
the  flotilla,  I  have  asked  him  to  send  some  3,000  or  5,000  with  us,  by  which 
I  hope  to  move  on  Fort  Pillow  by  day  after  (o-morrow.  It  is  important  that 
an  early  move  should  be  made  on  our  part  on  Fort  Pillow,  before  the  rebels 
recover  from  their  panic,  and  then  we  are  ou  to  Mempliis. 

I  write  in  the  greatest  haste,  and  trust  that  this  incoherent  report  will  bo 
excused. 
'■  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A,  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  GiDEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag-Ship  Benton, 
Island  No.  10,  April  8,  1862,  (via  Cairo.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  I  sent  the  telegram 
last  night,  announcing  the  surrender  to  me  of  Island  No.  10,  possession  has 
been  taken  of  both  tbe  island  and  the  works  upon  the  Tennessee  shore  by  the 
gunboats  and  tbe  troops  under  command  of  General  Bnford.  Seveuteen 
ofBcers  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-eigbt  privates,  besides  one  hundred  of 
their  sick  and  one  hundred  men  employed  on  board  the  transports,  are  in 
our  hands,  unconditional  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  caused  a  hasty  examination  to  bo  made  of  the  forts,  batteries,  and 
munitions  of  war  captured.  There  are  eleven  eartliworks,  with  seventy 
heavy  cannon,  varying  in  calibre  from  32  to  100-pounders,  rifled.  The  maga- 
zines are  well  supplied  with  powder,  and  there  are  large  quantities  of  shot, 
shells,  and  other  munitions  of  war,  and  also  great  quantities  of  provisions. 
Four  steamers  afloat  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  and  two  others,  with  the 
rebel  gunboat  Grampus,  are  sunk,  but  will  be  easily  raised.  The  floating 
battery  of  sixteen  heavy  guns,  turned  adrift  by  the  rebels,  is  said  to  belying 
on  the  Missouri  shore  below  New  Madrid.  Two  wharf  boats,  loaded  with 
provisions,  are  also  in  our  possession. 

The  enemy  upon  the  main  land  appears  to  have  fled  with  great  precipita- 
tion after  dark  last  night,  leaving,  in  many  cases,  half-prepared  meals  in 
their  quarters;  and  there  seems  to  have  been  no  concert  of  action  between 
the  rebels  upon  the  island. and  those  occupying tho  shore,  but  the  latter  fled, 
leaving  the  former  to  their  fate.  These  works,  erected  with  the  highest  en- 
gineering skill,  are  of  great  strength,  and,  with  their  natural  advantages, 
would  have  been  impregnable  if  defended  by  men  flighting  iu  a  better  cause. 

A  combined  attack  of  the  naval  and  land  forces  would  have  taken  place 
tliis  afternoon  or  to-morrow  morning  had  not  the  rebels  abandoned  this 
stronghold.     To  mature  these  plans  of  attack  absolutely  required  the  last 
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twenty-three  days  of  preparation.  General  Pope  is  momentarily  expected 
to  arrive  with  his  army  at  this  point,  he  having  snccesafuHy  crossed  the 
river  yesterday,  nnder  a  heavy  fire,  which,  no  doubt,  led  to  the  hasty  aban- 
donment of  tbo  works  last  night.  I  am  unofBcially  informed  that  the  two 
gunboats  which  so  gallantly  ran  the  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries  a  few  nights 
ainoe  yesterday  attacked  and  reduced  a  fort  of  the  enemy  opposite,  mount- 
ing eight  heavy  guns. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  or<Ier  of  General  Mackall  on  assuming 
command  of  the  rebel  forces  on  the  6th  instant : 

" Headquartees,  Madrid  Bend,  AprU  6,  1862. 
"SoLDiEits  :  We  are  strangers,  commander  and  commanded,  each  to  the 
other.  Let  me  tell  you  who  I  am.  I  am  a  general  made  by  Beauregard ;  a 
general  selected  by  Beauregard  and  Bragg  for  this  command  wheri  they 
knew  it  was  in  peril.  Tliey  have  known  me  for  twenty  years  ;  together  we 
have  stood  on  the  fields  of  Mexico.  Give  them  your  confidence  now  ;  give 
it  to  me  when  I  have  earned  it. 

"Soldiers,  the  Mississippi  valley  is  intrusted  to  your  courage,  to  your 
discipline,,  to  your  patience.  Exhibit  the  vigilance  and  coolness  of  last 
niglit,  and  hold  it. 

"W.  D.  MACEALL, 
"Brigadier  General  Commanding." 

I  regret  that  tlje  painful  condition  of  my  foot,  still  requiring  rae  to  use 
crutches,  prevented  me  from  making  a  personal  examination  of  the  works. 
I  was  therefore  compelled  to  delegate  that  duty  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
S.  L.  Phelps,  of  tlie  flag-ship  Benton. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c., 

A,  H.  FOOTE, 
Mag  Officer,  Commanding  N.  F ,  Western  Woiers. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  2iavy. 


Engagement  of  the  Carondelel  and  Pittsburg  with  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  Madrid,  April  6,  1862. 

United  States  Sthameb  Benton, 

Island  No.  10,  April  11,  1862! 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Qpmmander  Walke,  of  the 
gnnboat  Oarondelet,  detailing  the  services  rendered  by  him  and  the  Pitts- 
burg, Lieutenant  Oommanding  Thompson,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Madn'd, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  boats  opened  upon  and  effectually  silenced 
and  captured  several  heavy  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  river,  on 
the  6th  and  tth  instant,  without  which  destructioa  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  General  Pope  to  have  crossed  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  the  rebels  in  the  rear  at  No.  10,  while  tlie  gun  and  mortar  boats 
would  make  the  attack  in  front. 

There  has  been  an  efiective  and  harmonious  co-operation  between  the  land 
and  naval  forces,  which  has,  under  Providence,  led  to  the  glorious  result  of 
the  fall  of  this  stronghold,  No.  10,  with  the  garrison  and  munitions  of  war, 
and  I  regret  to  see  in  the  despatches  of  Major  General  Salleck,  from  St, 
Louis,  no  reference  .is  made  to  the  capture  of  forts,  and  the  continnoos  shell- 
ing of  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  the  navy's  receiving  the  surrender  of  No. 
10,  when,  in  reality,  it  should  be  recorded  as  an  historical  fact  that  both 
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services  equally  contributed   to   tbe  victory — a   bloodless    victory — ^morc 
creditable  to  bumanity  than  if  thousands  had  been  slain. 

I  also  enclose  reports  from  Lieutenants  Commanding'  Gwin  and  Shirk,  of 
the  gunboata  Tylov  and  Lesington,  in  the  Tennessee,  giving  a  graphic  ac- 
count of  that  great  battle,  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  these  boats  near 
Pittsburg;  stating  that  "when  the  left  wing  of  our  army  was  bein^  driven 
into  the  river,  at  short  range,  they  opened  Are  upon  them,  silencing  the 
enemy,  and,  as  I  hear  from  many  army  officers  on  the  field,  totally  demoral- 
ising his  forces,  and  driving  them  from  their  position  in  a  perfect  rout,  in  the 
space  of  len  minuter." 

These  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  those  of  Commander  Walke,  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet  and  Pittsburg,  behaved  with  a  degree  of 
gallantry  highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  the  navy. 

I  proceeded  to-day,  with  the  entire  flotilla,  to  New  Madrid,  and  leave  to- 
morrow for  Port  Pillow,  or  the  next  point  down  the  river  which  may  attempt 
to  resist  the  raising  of  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  ycur  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Eepail  of  Gitmaandi^t  Walks. 

United  States  Gunboat  Cabondelet, 

Off  TiptonvUle,  Tenn.,  April  8,  1862. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Pope,  I  received  on 
board  General  Grainger  and  staff  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  and 
proceeded  down  the  Mississippi  river  opposite  this  place,  making  an  exten- 
sive reconnoissance. 

On  our  way  down  we  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  some  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  on  ttie  Tennessee  side,  and  on  our  way  back  we  attacked  one  of 
two  siege  gnns,  28-pounders,  which  had  engaged  us.  We  disabled  and 
spiked  'these  guns  without  receiving  any  injury.  The  remainder  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  fired  upon  us  on  our  way  to  New  Madrid,  as  long  as  we 
were  within  range. 

After  my  return  to  New  Madrid  General  Pope  informed  me  of  your  inten- 
tion to  send  another  gunboat,  and  requested  that  I  should  go  down  the 
river  and  destroy  the  remaining  rebel  batteries  above  Point  Pleasant. 

At  dawn  the  following  morning,  and  after  a  given  signal,  he  would  land 
his  army  and  attack  that  of  the  enemy  at  or  near  Island. No.  10,  The  Pitts- 
burg did  not  arrive  until  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  but,  as  the  transports, 
(one  at  least,)  without  troops  on  board,  were  under  way,  going  down,  I  got 
under  way  at  6.30,  (having  ordered  Commander  Thompson  verbally,  and  by 
signal,  to  follow  my  motions,)  and  proceeded  down  to  the  enemy's  lower 
and  heaviest  battery,  consisting  <if  tme  64-pound  gun  and  two  64-pound 
siege  howitzers.  We  opened  a  constant,  deliberate,  and  well-directed  fire 
upon  it  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  feebly  assisted  by  our  batteries  on 
shore,  when  the  enemy  slackened  his  fire.  A  shot  passed  through  our  fourth 
cutter  and  starboard  quarter,  cutting  away  the  sheave  of  our  wheel-rope, 
striking  our  stern-gun,  and  bounding  over  our  stern.  About  this  time  the 
Pittsburg  commenced  firing  at  long  range,  as  she  came  down.  As  soon  aa 
our  steering  gear  was  repaired,  I  gradually  closed  on  the  epemy,  firing  a 
shot  now  and  then,  (the  Pittsburg,  at  a  distance  astern,  throwing  whell  in  a 
-dangerous  position  across  oiir  how,)  until  the  fort  was  deserted  by  the 
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enemy.  I  spiked  and  disabled  the  guns  of  tiiis  fort,  and  I  tben  proceeded 
up  300  yards  further,  and  found  a  64-pounder  siege  howitzer  dismounted ; 
300  yards  further  on  I  spiked  another  64-pounder  siege  ho-witzer,  and  480 
yards  further  we  found  a  fine  64-pound  gun  ^n  a  piyot,  spiked,  and  being 
deacvted  by  the  enemy,  who  set  fire  to  a  private  residence  there,  and  upon 
whom  we  fired  as  they  ran  off.  A  large  quantity  of  ammunition  was  left 
by  fhem  at  each  fort.  I  tben  made  the  required  signal,  crossed  over  to  onr 
army,  received  further  instructions  from  General  Pope,  and  covered  their 
disembarkmeiit  on  the  Tennessee  shore,  at  the  captured  fort,  above  Point 
Pleasant.  At  evening  we  steamed  down  to  our  camp  opposite  the  enemy's 
fort  at  this  place,  and  headed  the  gunboats  for  the  enemy's  battery  until 
early  this  morning,  when  we  got  under  way  and  crossed  over  to  Tipton- 
ville,  the  enemy  having  disappeared. 

The  ofBcers  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  during  the  trials  and  dangers  of 
their  battles,  conducted  themselves  with  admirable  coolness  and  ability;  to 
do  justice  to  many  of  whom  will  require  a  more  special  letter. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Commander,  U.  S.  if. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

"  gU.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waieis. 


Report  of  I.kiitenanl  Commandtr  Gioin. 

United  States  G-unboat  Tyler, 

Pitlslnirg,  Tennessee,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  enemy  attacked  our  Jines  on 
the  left  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  at  6.30,  and,  by  his  overwhelming 
numbers,  forced  our  men  to  fall  back  in  some  confusion.  At  9.25,  finding 
that  the  rebels  were  still  driving  our  left  wing  back,  I  steamed  up  to  a 
point  one  mile  above  Pittsburg,  taking  a  good  position  to  support  our 
troops,  should  they  be  forced  down  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  10.15  the 
Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  joined  me,  having  come  np  from 
Crump's  landing.  After  a  short  time  she  returned,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting the  command  of  General  Wallace,  which  occupied  that  point. 

Not  having  received  any  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  in 
regard  to  the  service  to  be  rendered  by  the  gunboats,  I  await«d  them 
patiently,  although,  for  an  hour  or  more,  shot  and  shell  were  falling  all 
around  us.  Feeling  that,  could  some  system  of  communication  be  estab- 
lished, the  Tyler  might  be  of  great  advantage  to  our  left  wing,  at  1.36  p.  m. 
I  sent  an  ofBcer,  requesting  that  I  might  be  allowed  to  open  on  the  woods 
in  the  direction  of  the  batteries  and  advancing  forces  of  the  enemy.  Gen- 
eral Hurlburt,  who  commanded  on  our  left,  sent  me  word  to  do  so,  giving 
me  directions  how  to  fire  that  I  might  do  it  with  no  danger  to  our  troops, 
and  expressing  himself  grateful  for  this  offer  of  support,  saying  that  with- 
out re-enforcements  he  would  not  be  able  to  maintain  the  position  he  then 
occupied  for  an  hour.  Therefore,  at  2 50  lopened  fire  in  the  line  directed, 
with  good  effect,  silencing  their  battery  on  our  left ;  at  3.50  ceased  firing, 
and  dropped  down  opposite  the  landing  at  Pittsburg. 

Sent  ilr.  Peters,  gunner,  on  shore,  to  communicate  with  General  Grant  for 
further  instructions.  His  reponse  was,  to  use  my  own  j'udgment  in  the  mat- 
ter. At  4  p.  m.  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  having 
arrived  from  Crump's  landing,  the  Tyler,  in  company  with  the  Lexington, 
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took  position  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above  Pittsburg,  and  opened  a  heayy 
fire  in  the  direction  of  the  rebel  batteries  on  tbeir  tight,  the  missiles  from 
which  were  falling  all  around  ua.  We  silenced  tliem  m  thirty  minuteg  At 
5.30,  the  rebels  having  succeeded  in  gaining  a  position  on  oui  left,  an 
eighth  of  a  mile  above  the  landing  at  Pittsburg  ind  half  a  mile  from  the 
river,  both  vessels  opened  a  heavy  and  well-diiected  fiie  on  them,  and  in  a 
short  time,  in  conjunction  with  our  artillery  on  shore,  snccpodcd  in  silencing 
tbeir  artillery  driving  them  back  in  confusion 

A.t  6  p  m  the  Tyler  opened  deliberate  flie  m  the  directun  ot  the  enemy's 
right  wmg  throwing  5  and  10  shell  at  6  25  ceised  firin^, 
■  At  9  p  m  tl  o  Tylei  again  opened  fiie  by  direction  of  Geneial  Nelson, 
(wbo  gieatly  distinguished  him&elf  m  yestetd'iys  engagement )  thi owing 
5",  10  and  15  shell  and  an  occasiou'tl  shfipncU  fiom  the  howitzer,  at 
inteivils  of  ten  minutes  in  the  diiection  of  the  enemys  right  wing,  until 
1  a.  m  when  the  Lexm„ton  relieved  us  <ind  continued  the  fi  e  at  intervals 
of  fifteen  mmutes  till  5am  when  «r  land  forces  having  nttacked  the 
eneny  fo  cing  tbeoi  giidually  back  it  m\de  it  Jangeiou';  foi  the  gunboats 
to  fice 

At  1  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Grant — enclosed  is  a 
copy — which  prevented  the  gunboats  taking  an  active  part  throughout  the 
rest  of  the  day.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  deserves  the  highest  praise 
for  the  efScient  manner  in  which  the  battery  of  the  Lexington  was  served. 
At  5.35  p.  m.  the  enemy  were  forced  to  retreat  in  haste,  having  contested 
every  inch  of  ground  with  great  stubbornness  during  the  entire  day. 

■  The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  displayed  their  usual  gallantry  and 
enthusiasm  during  the  entire  day  and  night.  Your  "old  wooden  boats,"  I 
feel  confident,  rendered  invaluable  service,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  the  land 
forces.  Gunner  Herman  Peters  deserves  great  credit  for  the  prompt  and 
courageous  manner  in  which  he  ti-aversed  our  lines,  conveying  communica- 
tions from  this  vessel  to  the  commanding  general. 

The  rebels  had  a  force  of  100,000  men;  A.  S.  Johnson,  (killed— body  found 
on  the  field,)  Beauregard,  Hardee,  Bragg,  and  Polk  being  their  commanding 
generals.  Governor  Johnson,  provisional  governor  of  Kentucky,  is  a  prisoner 
in  our  hands,  mortally  wounded.  Loss  severe  on  both  sides;  oars  probably 
10,000;  the  rebels  suffered  a  much  greater  one,  I  think  this  has  been  a 
crushing  blow  to  the  rebellion. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  cither  of  the  gunboats. 

The  Tyler  expended  188  shell,  four  solid  shot,  two  stand  of  grape,  and 
six  shrapnell.    Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  GWIN, 
Lieutena-nt  Commanding  XHvmon  of  Gunboats  on  Tennessee  Biver. 

Flag-Officcr  A.  H.  Fooiit, 

Omnmanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 


Report  of  Lieutaiatit  Commimder  Shirk 

United  States  Gunboat  Lexington, 

PUt^urg,  Tennessee,  April  8,  1862. 
Sie;  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant,  while  lying  at  Crump's  landing, 
I  heard  severe  cannonading  in  the  direcf  ion  of  Pittsburg.    I  got  under  way, 
and  stood  up  the  river  to  communicate  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
of  the  Tyler. 
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Upon  my  reaching  this  place  I  found  that  an  attack  had  been  made  by 
the  lebela  in  force.  I  returned  to  Crump'a  to  support  tho  division  under 
command  of  General  Lew.  Wallace,  when  I  fonnd  that  his  divieion  had  pro- 
ceeded.to  join  the  inaia  fores,  back  of  Pittsburg  landing. 

I  then  steamed  back  to  this  place,  and  no  instructions  reaching  the  gnn- 
boats  from  the  commanding  general  on  shove,  we  were  ibrced  to  reniaia 
inactive  heavers  of  the  desperate  fight,  antil  the  left  wing  of  our  forces 
having  been  forced  back  and  completely  turned,  and  the  rebels  getting  so 
near  the  river  that  the  missiles  from  their  batteries  fell  thick  and  fast  over 
and  around  us,  enabled  us  to  use  our  great  guns  with  such  effect  that  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  was  silenced  in  thirty  minutes. 

This  was  between  4.iO  and  4.40  p.  m.  Again,  at  5.35,  the  enemy  having 
gained  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines,  within  an  eighth  of  a  mile  of  the 
landing  and  of  the  transports,  we  again,  with  the  Tyler,  opened  fire  upon 
them,  silencing  the  enemy,  and,  as  1  hear  from  many  army  officers  on  the 
field,  totally  demoraliaing  his  forces,  and  driving  them  from  their  position, 
in  a  perfect  rout,  in  ihe  space  of  ten  minutes. 

The  firing  on  the  part  of  the  land  forces  then  ceased.  At  eight  o'clock  I 
went  down  to  Oruinp's  landing,  and  finding  that  everything  was  quiet  there 
returned  to  this  place. 

At  1  a.  m.  on  the  7th  I  relieved  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
in  a  position  immediately  above  the  landing,  and  fired,  until  daylight,  a 
shell  every  fifteen  minutes  into  the  enemy's  camp. 

Yesterday,  at  daylight,  the  fight  recommenced  between  the  two  parties 
on  shore,  and  continued  until  5  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  made  a  hurried 
retreat. 

The  gunboats  occupying  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines  not  being 
allowed  to  fire,  I  spent  the  morning  and  part  of  the  afternoon  in  acts  of 
mercy — picking  up  the  wounded  who  had  found  their  way  to  the  river  and 
conveying  them  to  the  hospital  boats. 

I  must  eay  that  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  displayed  upon  this  occasion,  as  often 
before,  are  beyond  all  praise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  W.  SHIRE, 
Lieutenant 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Fooie, 

United  Stales  Navy,  Commanding  United  States 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  Illinois. 


Thanks  of  the  depuTlmcnt  to  certain  u^ecrs. 

Navv  Department,  April  12,  1863. 

Sie:  The  department  desires  you  to  convey  to  Commander  Henry  Walfce 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet,  also  to  Acting  First  Master 
Hoel,  of  the  Cincinnati,  who  volunteered  for  the  occasion,  its  thanks  for  the 
gallant  and  successful  service  rendered  in  running  the  Carondelet  past  the 
rebel  batteries  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant.  It  was  a  daring  and  heroic 
act,  well  executed,  and  deserving  of  special  recognition. 

Commendation  is  also  to  be  extended  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Pittaburg,  who,  in  like  manner,  on  the  night  of  the  1th  instant  performed 
a  similar  service.  These  fearless  acta  dismayed  the  enemy,  enabled  the 
army  under  General  Pope  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  eventuated  in  tbe 
surrender  to  yourself  of  laland  No.  10,  and  finally  in  the  capture,  by  General 
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Pope,  of  the  forts  on  the  ToDnesaee  shore,  and  the  retreating  rebels  Hiider 
General  Mackall. 

I  would  also,  in  this  coimexion,  render  the  acknowledgments  which  are 
justly  due  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  several  boats  who,  in  conjunction 
with  a  detachment  of  the  forty-second  Illinois  regiment,  under  Colonel 
Roberta,  captured  the  first  rebel  battery  and  spiked  the  guns  on  Island  No. 
10  on  the  night,  of  the  Ist  instant.  Such  services  are  duly  appreciated  by 
the  department,  which  extends  its  thanks  to  all  who  participated  in  the 
achievement. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla,  ^.,  Cairo,  Illinois. 


Beslruclion  of  trestle-work  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad. 

TIkited  States  Gunboat  Ttleb, 

Pittsburg,  Tennessee,  April  14,  1863. 
I  have  the  lienor  to  inform  yon  that  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  convoyed 
two  transports,  containing  two  thousand  troops,  infantiy  and  cavahy,  under 
the  command  of  General  Sherman,  to  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  where  tiiey  die- 
embarked  and  proceeded  rapidly  to  Bear  Creek  bridge,  the  crossing  of  the 
Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it  and  as 
much  of  the  trestle-work  as  they  could  find. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  expedition  was  entirely  successful.  The 
bridge,  consisting  of  two  spans,  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  each,  was  com- 
pletely destroyed,  (i,  e.,  the  superstructure,)  together  with  some  five  hundred 
feet  of  trestle-work  and  half  a  mile  of  telegraph  line. 

The  rebels  made  a  feeble  resistance  to  our  cavalry,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  number,  but  soon  made  a  hasty  retreat,  losing  four  killed;  our 
loss,  cone. 

1  firing  a  salute  on  the  12th,  John  D.  Seymour, 
inch  injured  by  the  premature  discharge  of  a  gun 
as  to  cause  his  death  yesterday  morning. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  and  those  under  your  command,  on  your 
great  success  at  Island  No.  10.  Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Shirk's  report. 

Very  respectfully  &c 

WILLIAM  GWIN, 
Lieutenant   Commanding  Diviaion  of  Gunboats  on  Tennessee  Biver. 
Flag-OfBbLi  \.  n  r;ME 

vommandinj  jSaial  F^ices,  Western  Waters. 


Fktg-Qfficer  Foote  reports  having  gone  to  New  Madrid  from  Island  No.  10. 

Flao- Steamer  Benton, 

Of  Fort  Pillow,  April  14,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  11th  instant  I  proceeded  with 
the  flotilla  from  Island  No.  10  to  New  Madrid,  and  left  that  place  with  all 
our  force  on  the  12th  instant,  and  anchored  the  same  evening  near  and  jnst 
below  the  Arkansas  Hqc,  fifty  miles  distant  from  New  Madrid. 
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Early  in  the  morning  General  Pope,  with  transports  conveying  his  army 
of  twenty  thousand  men,  arrived  from  New  Madrid.  At  8  o'clock  five  robel 
gnnboats  rounded  the  point  below  us,  when  the  gunboats,  the  Benton  in 
advance,  immediately  got  under  way  and  proceeded  in  pursuit;  and  when 
within  long  range  opened  upon  the  rebels,  followed  by  the  Carondelet,  and 
Cincinnati,  and  the  other  boats.  After  an  exchange  of  some  twenty  shots, 
the  rebel  boats  rapidly  steamed  down  the  river  and  kept  beyond  our  range 
until  they  reached  the  batteries  of  Port  Pillow,  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty 
miles.  We  followed  them  to  within  a  milo  of  Port  Pillow,  within  easy  range 
of  their  batteries,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  good  reconnoissance,  at  con- 
siderable expense,  however;  but  it  was  not  ti!l  we  had  rounded  to  and  ran 
some  distance  up  the  stieam  when  the  enemy  opened  tire  upoa  us,  and  then 
with  no  effect,  their  shot,  most  of  them,  going  beyond  us.  Having  accom- 
plished our  object,  I  tied  the  flotilla  up  to  the  banks  on  the  Tennessee  side, 
out  of  range  of  the  forts,  for  the  night. 

General  Pope,  with  Assistant  Secretary  Scott,  came  aboard  at  3  p.  m., 
when  it  was  arranged  that  the  mortar  boalB  should  be  placed  in  the  morning 
on  the  Arkansas, shore,  within  range  of  the  forts,  to  be  protected  by  the 
gnnboats,  and  General  Pope,  with  most  of  his  force,  should  land  five  miles 
above,  with  the  view  of  getting  his  army,  if  possible,  to  the  rear  of  tlie  for- 
tifications and  make  the  attack  in  rear,  while  we  should,  with  gun  and  mortar 
boats,  attack  them  in  front. 

This  place  has  a  long  line  of  fortifications,  ivith  guns  of  heavy  calibre; 
their  number  and  the  number  of  their  men  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  as- 
certain. The  secession  feeling  here,  as  I  learn  from  several  persona  coming 
on  board,  is  very  strong,  and  they  express  the  opinion  that  the  resistance 
will  be  very  determined. 

Three  p.  m.— General  Pope  has  returned  with  his  transports,  and  informs 
me  that  he  ie  unable  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  rebels  from  any  point  of  the 
river  above,  and  proposes  to  cut  a  canal  on  the  Arkansas  side,  which  will 
enable  us  to  get  three  or  four  of  the  gunboats  below,  and  thus  enable  him 
to  cross  the  river  below  the  upper  forts,  and  thus  cut  ofi'  the  batteries.  We 
shall  thus  have  three  iron-clad  boats  above  and  four  below,  which  I  presume 
will  be  all  that  will  be  required  in  case  the  sis  gunboats  of  the  rebels  make 
an  attack  upon  either  division,  as  three  of  our  gunboats  ought  succeeefully 
to  cope  with  sis  of  theirs. 

The  mortars  are  now  firing,  and  have  driven  the  rebel  gunboats  out  of 
range  down  the  river. 

I  shall  continue  to  keep  the  department  advised  of  our  movements. 

The  eflecis  of  my  wound  have  quite  a  dispiriting  effect  upon  me  from  the 
increased  inflammation  and  swelling  of  my  foot  and  leg,  which  have  induced 
a  febrile  action,  depriving  me  of  a  good  deal  of  sleep  and  energy.  I  cannot 
give  the  wound  that  attention  and  rest  it  absolutely  requires  until  this  place 
is  captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  n.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag-Officsr  Fool^s  report  of  operalio7is  (^  Fort  Pillow. 
United  States  Plag-Stbambr  Bbston, 

OJ'  Fori  Pillow,  AprU  11,  1862. 
Srat  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  yesterday,  and  the 
day  preceding,  I  had,  with  General  Pope,  made  sucli  arirangements,  by  com- 
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Lining  our  own  with  the  forces  of  the  array,  that  our  poaecssion  of  this 
stronghold  seemed  to  be  inevitable  in  less  than  six  days,  I  had  even, 
stronger  hopes  of  this  desirable  result  than  I  entertained  even  at  No.  10,  till 
the  actual  surrender  was  tendered.  Our  object,  then,  after  leaving  a  force 
to  garrison  the  place,  was  to  proceed  to  Memphis  immediately,  where,  I 
hav'e  good  aothority  for  stating,  we  would  have  been  received  without  oppo- 
sition. Bnt  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  the  entire  army  of  General  Pope  this 
morning,  under  orders  to  proceed  directly  up  the  Tennessee  river,  to  join 
General  Haileck's  command  at  Pittsburg,  has  frustrated  the  best  matured 
and  most  hopeful  plane  and  expectations  thus  far  formed  in  this  expedition. 
Two  volunteer  regiments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Fitch,  were  left  here 
by  General  Pope  to  co-operate  with  the  flotilla.  While  I  deeply  regret  the 
withdrawal  of  General  Pope's  command,  I  am  not  at  all  questioning  the 
propriety,  and  even  the  necessity,  of  its  presence  at  Pittsburg,  and  I  shall 
use  every  exertion  with  the  force  remaining  to  accomplish  good  results. 

It  is  a  great  object  to  obtain  early  possession  of  this  place  and  Memphis, 
as  ten  of  the  rebel  gunboats  are  now  at  Port  Pillow,  and  ten  others  are  re- 
ported as  en  route  to  Memphis,  and  daily  expected  at  that  place.  It  is 
reported  that  Commodore  Hoilins  left  Fort  Pillow  on  Sunday  to  bring  up  the 
heavy  gunboat  Louisiana,  now  about  completed  at  New  Orleans.  With  the 
e'sception  of  this  vessel,  however,  we  have  little  to  apprehend  from  the  other 
rebel  gunboats,  according  to  the  representation  of  the  four  or  six  deserters 
lately  coming  to  us  from  the  gunboats  at  Fort  Pillow.  At  all  events,  the  departr 
ment  may  rest  assured  of  every  exertion  being  made  on  our  part  to  accom- 
plish the  great  work  intrusted  to  this  expedition.  *  t^  * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Qficer. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


United  States  Flag-Steamee  Benton, 

Off  Fort  Pillow,  AprU  19,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  my  last  com- 
munication of  the  nth  instant  we  have  been  occasionally  throwing'  shells 
into  the  rebel  fortifications  from  the  mortar  boats,  which  have  been  returned 
from  their  rifled  guns,  without  producing  any  effect.  Ours  have  compelled 
one  encampment  to  remove  its  quarters,  and  from  several  desertei-s  we  learn 
have  otherwise  discomforted  them. 

One  or  two  examinations  made  by  Colonel  Pitch,  commanding'  the  two 
regiments  left  to  co-operate  with  the  flotilla  by  General  Pope  on  withdraw- 
ing his  army,  have  been  unsuccessful,  thus  far,  in  finding  a  bayou  for  our 
boats,  and  a  position  below  Fort  Pillow, -where  a  battery  can  be  placed  to 
command  the  river  below,  I  shall  again  render  him  assistance  by  sending 
over  small  boats,  in  hopes  that  at  a  distance  furtlier  up  the  river  we  may  be 
able  to  discover  a  bayou  leading  mto  i  like  in  which  water  sufhcient  may 
hefoundfor  our  gunboats,  with  a  view  of  erecting  a  battery  under  their  pro- 
tection, which  will  blockade  the  river  below  ■vnd  enable  his  force  although 
not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  men  to  come  upon  the  rebels  in  rear,  while, 
with,  the  remaining  gunboats  here  we  "ittack  them  m  fiont 

I  am  greatly  exercised  about  our  position  heie  on  account  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  army  of  20,000  men  BO  impoitant  an  clement  to  the  capture 
of  the  place.  Port  Pillow  has  foi  its  defence  it  iei&t  fcity  hci,vy  guns  in 
position  and  nine  gunboats — sis  ot  them  however  bein^  waodi'n  boats,  but 
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armed  with  heavy  guna — with  a  force  of  eix  thousand  troops.  Our  force 
coQsists  of  seven  iron-clad-and  one  wooden  gunboat,  sixteen  mortar  boats, 
only  available  in  throwing  shells  at  a  distance,  and  even  worse  than  useless 
for  defence,  and  a  land  force  of  two  regiments,  not  exceeding  1,500  troops. 
Under  these  circumstances  an  attack  on  our  part,  unless  we  can  at  first 
establish  a  battery  below  the  fort  under  the  protection  of  the  gunboats,  and 
to  co-operate  with  it  after  its  completion,  would  he  extremely  hazardous, 
although  its  attempt  might  prove  successful,  and  even  be  good  policy  under 
other  circumstaacee;  but  it  can  hardly  now  he  so  regarded,  as  a  disaster 
.would  place  all  that  we  have  gained  on  ttis  and  other  rivers  at  the  mercy  of 
tlie  rebel  fleet,  unlesathe  batteries  designed  to  command  the  river  from  below 
arc  completed  at  No.  10,  or  at  Oolumbne,  which  I  very  much  doubt.  I  there- 
fore hesitate  about  a  direct  attack  upon  this  place  now,  more  than  I  should 
were  the  river  above  properly  protected,  although  by  it  and.loss  of  time  the 
rebels  may  succeed  in  getting  up  to  Port  Pillow  their  entire  fleet  of  gun- 
hoate.  As  I  stated  in  my  last  communication,  had  not  General  Pope's  army 
been  withdrawn  we  have  every  reason  for  believing  that  a  plan  we  bad 
adopted  would  have  insured  the  fall  of  Fort  Pillow  in  four  days,  and  enabled 
us  to  have  moved  on  Memphis  in  two  days  aftemrarde.  It  has  always  been 
my  expectation  that  a  large  army  would  co-operate  with  the  gunboats,  and 
now  the  fall  of  Corinth  and  movements  of  our  troops  on  to  Memphis  seem 
to  he  essential  to  our  holding  this  place  and  reaching  Memphis  with  the 
flotilla.  *  *  *  *  *  *■*,* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  GmKON  Welles,  . 

y  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


United  States  Flao-Steamek  Bewon, 

Off  Fo)i  FiUow,  AprU  23,  1862. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  my  last  com- 
munication, with  the  exception  of  a  day  or  two,  when  the  heavy  rains  caused 
the  mortars  to  recoil  dangerously  on  the  wet  platform,  we  have  been  shell- 
ing the  rebel  batteries  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  most  of  the  time  kept  their  gun- 
boats beyond  our  range.  Colonel  Pitch,  in  command  of  the  1,200  infantry 
left  here  by  General  Pope,  has  been  examining  hayooa  and  creeks,  with  a 
view  of  getting  guns  to  blockade  the  river,  and  prevent  the  new  gunboats 
from  coming  up  from  New  Orleans  and  Meniphie;  but,  as  the  rebels  are  in 
great  force,  and  no  tools  or  conveniences  for  cutting  through  tbe  swamps 
were  left  by  General  Pope  when  bis  army,  so  unfortunately  for  us,  was  wiui- 
drawn,  he  has  made  as  yet  no  satisfactory  progress. 

I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  towards  devising  ways  and  means  prepara- 
tory to  a  successful  attack  on  the  forts,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so;  but,  as 
the  capture  of  this  place  Was  predicated  upon  a  large  land  force  co-operating 
with  the  flotiila,  or  its  being  turned  by  the  army  marching  upon  Sleraphia, 
and  considering  the  difficulties  of  fighting  tbe  flotilla  down  stream  with  our 
slow  boats  compared  witli  up-stream  work,  the  department  will  ncA  be  sur- 
prised at  our  delay  aud  having  made  no  further  progress  towards  the  cap- 
ture of  this  stronghold  of  the  rebels,  I  shall,  however,  do  all  in  my  power 
to  be  successful  here,  and  exert  myself,  even  beyond  my  impaired  health 
and  strength,  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  object. 

The  rebels  are  strongly  fortified  on  land,  and  have  eleven  gunboats  lying 
near,  or  rather  below  their  fortifications.  A' resident  of  the  place  informs 
me  this  morning  that  thirteen  gunboats  arc  now  here,  seven  of  which,  how- 
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ever,  are  mere  river  steamera  with  boilers  and  machinery  sunk  into  the  hold, 
and  otberwisB  protected;  but  they  carry  from  •four,  six,  to  eight  guns  of 
heavy  calibre,  some  of  which  are  rifled.  The  other  boats  are  iron-plated  or 
filled  in  with  cotton.  The  large  steamer  of  sixteen  or  twenty  guns  being 
plated,  and  named  the  "Louisiana,"  has  not  arrived,  but  ia  daiiy  expected 
from  New  Orleans. 

I  have  thus  given  the  department  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  from 
the  most  reliable  sources — from  resident  Union  men,  and  the  twelve  deserters 
from  the  enemy,  whose  accounts,  however,  are  conflicting,  many  of  them 
giving  fabulous  numbers  of  men,  guns,  and  guiiboats.  We  have  not  force- 
enough  to  hold  the  place  if  we  take  it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Nam/,  Waihtnglon,  D   C. 

P.  S, — In  a  picket  skirmish  yesterday  the  rebels  lost  one  killed  and  ono  or 
two  wounded.     No  loss  on  our  side. 

A.  H.  P. 


Report  of  action  near  Fort  Pillow, 
[Telegram.  ] 

Flag-Ship  Benton, 
Almve  Fori  Pillow,  Mississippi  iliver,  May  10,  1862. 
The  naval  engagement,  for  which  the  rebels  have  been  prepai'ing,  took 
place  this  morning.  The  rebel  fleet,  consisting  of  eight  iron-clad  gunboats, 
four  of  which  were  fitted  with  rams,  came  up  handsomely,  The  action  l^ted 
one  hour.  Two  of  the  rebel  gunboats  were  blown  up,  and  one  sunk,  when 
the  enemy  retired  precipitately  under  the  guns  of  the  fort.  Only  six  ves- 
sels of  my  squadron  were  engaged.  The  Cincinnati  sustained  some  injury 
from  the  rams,  but  will  be  in  fighting  condition  to-morrow.  Captain  Stembel 
distinguished  himself.  He  is  seriously  wounded.  The  Benton  is  uninjured. 
Mortar  boat  No.  16,  in  charge  of  Second  Master  Gregory,  behaved  with  great 
spirit.  The  rebel  squadron  is  supposed  to  be  commanded  by  Commodore 
Hollins. 

C.  H.  DATIS, 
Captain,  Gom'dg  Wed.  Flotilla,pro  tem.,  Mississij:^  River. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

y  of  ike  Navy. 


Captain  C.  S.  Davis's  report  of  an  engagement  with  rebel  gunboats  off  Fort 
PUlow,  May  10,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Of  Fort  Pillow,  May  11,  1862. 
SiB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  depaitment  thit  yesterday  morning  a- 
little  after  seven  o'clock  the  rebel  squ'idion  consisting  of  eight  iron-clad 
steamers,  four  of  them,  I  believe,  fitted  a?  lams,  came  iround  the  point  at 
the  bend  above  Fort  Pillow  and  steamed  gallantly  up  the  river,  fully  pre-- 
pared  for  a  regular  engagement. 

Goot^lc 


AEMOEED  VESSELS.  399 

The  vessels  of  tiiis  squadron  were  lying  at  the  time  tied  up  to  the  baab 
of  the  river,  three  on  the  eastern  and  four  oa  the  western  side,  and — as  they 
were  tranaferred  to  me  by  Flag-OfScer  Foote — ready  for  action. .  Moat  of  the 
veeeela  were  prompt  in  obeyiug  the  signal  to  follow  the  motions  of  the  com- 
mand er-in-cbief. 

The  leading  vessels  of  the  rebel  squadron  made  directly  for  mortar-boat 
No.  16,  which  was  for  a  moment  unprotected.  Aoting  Master  Gregory,  and 
his  crew,  behaved  with  great  spirit.  During  the  action  he  fired  his  mortar 
eleven  times  at  the  enemy,  reducing  his  charge  and  diminishing  the 
elevation. 

Commander  Stembel,  in  the  gunboat  Cincinnati,  which  was  the  leading 
vessel  in  the  line  on  that  side  of  the  river;  followed  immediately  by  Com- 
mander Kilty,  in  the  gunboat  Mound  City,  hasteued  to  the  support  of  the 
mortar-boat,  and  were  repeatedly  struck  by  the  enemy's  rams  at  the  same 
time  that  they  disabled  tlie  enemy  and  drove  him  away. 

The  two  leading  vessels  in  the  middle  of  the  enemy's  line  were  succeas- 
fully  encountered  by  this  ship.  The  boilers  or  steam-chest  of  one  of  them 
was  exploded  by  our  shot,  and  both  of  them  were  disabled ;  they,  as  well 
as  the  first  vessel  encountered  by  the  Cincinnati,  drifted  down  the  river. 

Commander  Walke  informs  me  that  he  fired  a  fifty-pound  rifle-shot  through 
the  boilers  of  the  third  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  of  the  western  line,  and 
rendered  her  for  the  time  being  helpless.  All  of  these  vessels  might  easily 
have  been  captured  if  we  had  possessed  the  means  of  towiog  them  out  of 
action;  but  the  steam-power  of  our  gunboats  is  so  disproportionate  to  the 
bnik  of  the  vessels  that  they  can  accomplish  but  little  beyond  overcoming 
the  strength  of  the  current  even  when  unencumbered. 

The  action  lasted  during  the  better  part  of  an  hour,  and  took  place  at  the 
closest  quarters.  The  enemy  finally  retreated  with  haste  below  the  guns  of 
Fort  Pillow, 

I  have  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  department  to  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  exhibited  by  Commanders  Stembel  and  Kilty,  and  Lieutenant 
Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps. 

I  regret  to  say  that  Commander  Stembel,  E'ourth  Master  Reynolds,  and 
one  of  the  seamen  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  one  of  the  Mound  City,  were 
severely  wounded  ;  the  other  accidents  of  the  day  were  slight. 

The  Cincinnati  and  Mound  City  are  injured,  and  must  sooner  or  later  go 
up  the  river  to  be  repaired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

,     C.  H,  DAVIS. 
Oaptcdn,  Commanding  Missimj:^i  Flotilla  pro  tern, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  C. 


Flag-O^icer  Davis's  report  of  the  surrender  of  Memphis. 
Uhitbo  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Memphis,  Jwne  6,  1863. 
Sir  ;  In  my  despatch  of  yesterday,  dated  at  Fort  Pillow,  I  had  the  honor 
to  inform  the  department  that  I  was  about  moving  to  this  place  with  the 
men-of-war  and  transports.  I  got  under  way  from  Fort  Pillow  at  noou, 
leaving  the  Pittsburg,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Egbert  Thompson,  to  co- 
operate with  a  detachment  of  Colonel  Fitch's  command  in  holding  possession 
of  Fort  Pillow  and  securing  public  property  at  that^  place,  and  also  the 
Mound  City,  Commander  A,  H.  Kilty,  to  convoy  the  transports  containing 
the  troops  not  then  ready  to  move. 

I  Cnoot^le 
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On  the  way  down  I  oame  eudileiily,  at  a  bend  of  the  riper,  upon  the  rebel 
transport  steamer  Sovereign,  which  turned  immediately  to  eaoape  fi'om  ua. 
I  sent  forward  Lieutetiant  Joshua  Bishop,  with  a  body  of  small-armed  men, 
in  a  light  tug,  by  whom  she  was  captured.    She  is  a  valuable  prize. 

The  gunboats  anchored,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  at  the  lower  end  of  Island  No. 
45,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  city  of  Memphis.  The  mortar-boats, 
tow-boats,  ordnance,  commissary  and  other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  tied  up  at 
Island  No.  44  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  this  morning  the  euemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  rebel  rams 
and  gunboat,  now  numbering  eight  vessels,  were  discovered  lying  at  the 
levee.  They  dropped  below  Railroad  Point,  and,  retuniing  again,  arranged 
themselves  in  front  of  the  city. 

At  4.20  the  flotilla,  consisting  of  the  following  five  vessels— the  flag-ship 
Benton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps;  the  Louisville,  Commander 
B.M.  Dove;  the  Carondelet,  Commander  Henry  Walke;  the  Cairo,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  N.  C.  Bryant ;  and  the  St.  Louis,  Lieutenant  Commandiug  Wil- 
son McGunnegle — got  under  way  by  signal,  and  dropped  down  the  river. 

The  rebels,  still  lying  in  IVont  of  the  town,  opened  fire,  with  the  intention 
of  exposing  the  city  to  injury  from  oar  shot.  The  fire  was  returned,  on  our 
part,  with  due  care  in  this  regard.  Wliile  the  engagement  was  going  on  in 
this  manner  two  vessels  of  the  ram  fleet,  under  command  of  Colonel  KUet — 
the  Queen  of  the  West  and  Monarch — steamed  rapidly  by  us  and  ran  boldly 
into  the  enemy's  line.  Several  conflicts  had  taken  place  between  the  rams 
before  the  flotilla,  led  by  the  Benton,  moving  at  a  slower  rate,  could  arrive 
at  the  closest  quarters.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  firing  from  our  gun- 
boats was  continuous,  and  exceedingly  well  directed. 

The  General  Beauregard  and  the  Little  Kebel  wore  struck  in  the  boilers 
and  blown  up. 

The  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  which  Colonel  Eliot  commanded  in  person, 
encountered  with  full  power  the  rebel  steamer  General  Lovel,  and  sunk  her, 
but  in  doing  so  sustained  some  serious  damage. 

Up  to  this  time  the  rebel  fleet  had  maintained  its  ppsition,  and  used  its 
guns  with  great  spirit.  These  disasters,  however,  compelled  the  remaining 
vessels  to  resort  to  their  superiority  in  speed  as  the  only  means  of  safety. 
A  running  fight  took  place,  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  and  carried  ua  ten 
miles  below  the  city.  It  ended  in  the  capture  or  destruction  of  four  of  the 
five  remaining  vessels  of  the  enemy;  one  only,  supposed  to  be  the  VanDorn, 
having  escaped.  Two  of  the  rums — the  Monarch  and  Lancaster  No.  3 — 
pBrsued  her,  but  without  success.    They  brought  back,  however,  another 

The  names  and  fate  of  the  vessels  composing  the  rebel  fleet  are  as  follows: 

The  General  Lovel,  suiik  in  the  beginning  of  the  action  by  the  Queen  of 
the  West  She  went  down  in  deep  water,  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  alto- 
gether out  of  sight.  Some  of  her  crew  escaped  by  swimming ;  how  many 
went  down  in  hor  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  General  Beauregard,  blown  up  by  her  boilers,  and  otherwise  injured 
by  shot,  went  down  near  shore. 

The  Little  Rebel,  injured  in  a  similar  manner,  made  for  the  Arkansas  shore, 
where  she  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

The  Jeff  Thompson,  set  on  fire  by  our  shells,  was  run  on  the  river  bank 
and  abandoned  by  her  crew.  She  burned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  blow  up 
by  her  magazine. 

The  General  Price  was  also  run  on  the  Arkansas  shore.  She  had  come  in 
contact  with  one  of  the  rams  of  her  own  party,  and  was  otherwise  injured 
by  cannon  balls.     She  also  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

The  Sumter  is  somewhat  cut  up,  but  is  still  afloat.  .  -.  . 

-     h  Coot^lc 
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Tlie  fine  steamer  General  Bragg  is  also  above  water,  tliougli  a  good  deal 
shattered  in  her  works  and  hull. 

The  Van  Dora  escaped. 

Of  the  ahove-named  vessels,  the  Sumter,  General  Bragg,  and  Little  Rebel 
will  admit  of  bciag  repaired.  I  have  not  received  tJie  reports  of  the  engineers 
and  carpenters,  and  cannot  yet  determine  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
send  them  to  Cairo,  or  whether  they  can  be  repaired  here.' 

The  pump  of  the  Champion  No.  3  will  be  applied  to  raiae  the  General  Price, 
No  other  vessels  of  the  rebel  flotilla  will,  I  fear,  be  saved, 

I  have  not  received  such  information  as  will  enable  me  to  make  an  approxi- 
mate statement  of  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  on  the  part 
of  tho  enemy. 

One  of  the  vessels  going  down  iu  deep  water,  carried  a  part  of  her  crow 
with  her;  another,  the  Genera!  Beanregard,  having  been  blown  up  with 
steam,  maoy  of  her  crew  were  frightfully  scalded.  I  doubt  whether  it  will 
ever  be  in  my  power  to  furnish  an  accurate  statement  of  these  results  of  the 
engagement. 

The  attack  made  by  the  two  rams  under  Colonel  Ellet,  which  took  place 
before  the  flotilla  closed  in  with  the  enemy,  was  bold  and  successful. 

Captain  Maynadier,  commanding  tho  mortar  fleet,  accompanied  the  S(^uad- 
ron  in  a  tug,  took  possession  of  the  Beauregard,  and  made  her  crew  prison- 
ers. He  captured,  also,  other  prisoners  during  the  action,  and  received  many 
persons  of  the  rebel  Beet  who  returned  and  delivered  themselves  up  after 
their  vessels  bad  been  deserted.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  call  the  attention 
of  tho  department  to  his  personal  zeal  and  activity,  the  more  conspicuous 
because  displayed  while  the  mortar-boats  under  his  command  could  take  no 
part  in  the  action. 

The  ofBeers  and  men  of  the  flotilla  performed  their  duty.  Three  men  only 
of  the  flotilla  were  wounded,  and  those  slightly.  But  one  ship  was  struck 
by  shot. 

I  tT'ansmit  herewith  copies  of  my  correspondence  with  the  mayor  of  Mom- 
phis,  leading  to  the  surrender  of  the  city. 

At  II  o'clock  a.  m.  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  Indiana  brigade,  arrived 
and  took  military  possession  of  the  place. 

There  are  several  prizes  here,  among  them  four  large  river  steamers,  which 
will  be  brought  at  once  into  tho  service  of  the  government, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
0.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer, 
Oomd'g  Western  Flotilla,  Mississippi  Huer,  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weij.es, 

y  (f  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


TJKiTEn  States  Plag-Steamer  Brnton, 

Of  Memphis,  June  6,  18fi2. 
Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  surrender  the  city  of  Mem- 
phis to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  tlie  honor  to  represent. 
I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag-Offioer,  Commanding,  ^.,  ^. 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  ike  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  (19—26 
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Mayor's  Office,  Mennphii^,  June  6,  1862, 
Sib:  Your  note  of  this  day  is  received  and  (wntents  noted. 
In  reply  I  have  only  to  say  tliat  the  civil  authorilies  have  no  resonrces  o 
defence,  and,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  the  city  ie  in  your  power, 
E«8pectfully, 

JOHN  PARK,  Mayor. 
C.  H,  Davis,  Flag-Officer,  Commanding,  Sfc. 


United  States  Flag-Steambb  Benton, 

Of  Memphis,  June  6,  1862. 
Sib:  The  nndersigned,  commanding  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  front  of  Memphis,  have  the  honor  to  say  to  the  mayor  of  the 
city  that  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  Indiana  brigade,  virill  take  military 
possession  of  Memphis  immediately. 

Colonel  Fitch  will  be  happy  to  receive  the  co-operation  of  his  honor  the 
mayor  and  city  authorities  in  maintaining  peace  and  order;  and  to  this  end  , 
he  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  his  honor  at  the  military  headquarters  at  3 
o'clock  this  afternoon.    , 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servants, 

C,  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag-Officer,  Oomiiumding  qfloal. 
G.  N.  FITCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Indiana  1 
His  Honor  the  Mayob  of  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Mayor's  Office,  Memphis,  June  fi,  1862. 
Gentlemen:  Tonr  commnnication  ii  received,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  co- 
operate with  the  colonel  cummdndrng  m  providing  measures  for  maintaining 
peace  and  order  in  the  nty. 

Your  most  obedient  uervaot, 

JOHN  PAEK,  Mayor. 
Flag-Oflicer  C.  H.  Davis  and  Coloue!  G.  N.  Fircn. 


Fla^-OJicer  Davis  encloses  report  of  action  at  St.  Charles. 
[Telegram.] 
United  States  Flag-Steamek  Benton, 

Memphis,  via  Cairo,  June  31,  1862. 
The  gunboat  Conestoga,  returning  from  White  river,  reports  the  capture  of 
two  batteries  mounting  seven  guns,  at  St,  Charles,  80  miles  from  the  mouth. 
The  attack  was  commenced  by  Captain  Kilty,  in  the  gunboats,  who  silenced 
the  first  battery.     The  second  battery  was  gallantly  carried  by  Colonel. G, 
N.  Fitch,  at  the  head  of  the  46th  Indiana  volunteers.     A  shot  caused  the  ex- 
plosion of  the  steam-drum  of  the  Mound  City,  by  which  the  greater  part  of 
her  officers  and  crew  were  killed  and  wounded.     I  write  by  to-day's  mail. 
OHAS.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer. 
Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam/.  C CiC\o\c 
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Flag-officer  Davis  enclosesreporl  of  action  at  St.  Gharles,  Arkansas,  June  VI,  1862. 

United  States  FIxAo-Steambr  Benton, 

Memphis,  June  23,  1869. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
inatanfc,  appointing  me  flag-officer  in  command  of  the  United  States  naval 
forces  employed  in  the  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries, 

I  transmit  l^y  this  envelope  a  detailed  report  of  the  action  at  St.  Charles, 
from  Lieutenant  Commanding;  W.  McGunncgle,  the  senior  officer  on  duty 
after  Commander  Kilty  was  wounded. 
**  ♦  *  ***** 

I  iiave  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
C,  H.  DAYIS,    . 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Missis^ppi  FlolUla,  JHmissrjjpi  rioer, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wei.t.es, 

Secretary  of  llie  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


United  States  Fi^g-Steauer  Bentok, 

Memphis,  June  19,  1863. 

Sir:'  The  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gt.  W.  Blodgett,  arrived  here 
to-day  from  White  river.  She  brings  information  of  the  capture  of  two  batr 
teries  at  St.  Charles,  eighty  miles  from  the  mouth,  the  first  of  which  mounted 
four  Farrott  guns,  and  the  second  three  42-pound  rifled  guns.  These  guns, 
it  is  understood,  were  taken  from  the  gunboat  Mariposa,  which,  after  being 
diaraantled,  was  sunk.  , 

There  is  now  but  one  gunboat  remaining  in  White  river,  the  Pontchartrain, 
mounting  three  or  five  guns,  and  having  her  machinery  protected  by  iron 
and'  cotton. 

The  enemy  has  attempted  to  block  up  the  river  by  driving  piles  and  by 
sinking  boats,  but  no  serious  obstructions  have  yet  been  encountered. 

The  Conestoga  will  return  to  White  river  to-night  with  re-enforcements, 
accompanied  by  an  additional  transport  laden  with  commissary  stores. 

The  victory  at  St.  Charles,  which  has  probably  given  us  the  command  of 
White  river,  and  secured  our  oommnnication  with  General  Curtis,  would  I'e 
Unalloyed  with  regret  but  for  the  fatal  accident  to  the  steam-drum  and 
iieater  of  the  Mound  Oity,  mentioned  in  my  telegraphic  despatch.  Of  tbe 
crew,  consisting  of  115  officers  and  men,  82  have  already  died,  43  were  killed' 
in  the  water  or  drowned,  36  are  severely  wounded,  and  are  now  on  board 
the  hospital  boat;  among  the  latter  is  Captain  K.ilty,  They  promise  to  do- 
wel).    Three  officers  and  twenty-two  men  escaped  nninjured. 

After  the  explosion  took  place  the  wounded  men  were  shot  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  water,  and  the  boats  of  the  Conestega,  Lexington,  and  St.  Louis, 
which  went  to  the  assistance  of  the  scalded  and  drowning  men  of  the  Mound 
City,  were  fired  into  both  with  great  guns  and  muskets,  and  were  disabled,, 
and  one  of  them  forced  on  shore  to  prevent  sinking.  The  forts  were  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Joseph  Fry,  late  of  the  United  States  navy,  who  is- 
now  a  prisoner  and  wounded. 

The  department  and  the  country  will  contrast  these  barbarities  of  a  savage' 
enemy  with  the  humane  efforts  made  by  our  own  people  to  rescue  the  wounded 
and  disabled,  under  similar  circumstances,  in  the  engagement  of  the  6tii 
instant.  i 


404  ARMORED  TESSELS. 

Several  of  the  poor  fellows  who  expired  shortly  after  tlie  engagement 
expressed  tlieir  willingueaa  to  die  when  they  were  told  that  the  victory  was 
ours. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  D-AVIS, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Weslem  FloiiUa,  Mississi^^  river. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weij.es, 

ikcrelary  of  Ihe  Na^yy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  the  Conestoga  and  transports  having 
reached  ue,  we  got  under  way  from  a  point  called  "Arkansas  Cut-off,"  and 
stood  up  the  river  to  within  about  five  miles  of  this  place,  when  we  anchored 
for  the  night.  Captain  Kilty  sent  off  a  reconnoitring  party  in  the  tug. 
At  6  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  up  the  river 
in  the  following  order,  viz:  Mound  City,  St.  Louis,  Lexington,  Conestoga, 
and  transports.  When  within  two  miles  of  the  fortifications  we  discovered 
the  enemy's  pickets;  the  Mound  City  and  other  gunboats  immediately  opened 
fire;  at  the  same  time  Colonel  Fitch  landed  his  regiment,  and,  as  we  drove 
tliem  in,  they  followed  them  op.  We  continued  to  stand  on,  firing  on  either 
side  and  ahead  as  we  went.  Soon  we  came  to  a  bend  in  the  river,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  about  a  mile  in  length;  almost  at  the  upper  end  were  sunken 
three  boats  across  the  river,  (they  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  rebel  gun- 
boat Maurepas,  and  river  boats  Eliaa  G.  and  Mary  Patterson,)  and  abreast 
of  these  obstructions  on  the  port  hand  was  a  bluff  on  which  we  imagined  . 
the  batteries  would  be  situated,  although  we  could  not  see  a  gun  on  account 
of  the  trees.  Captain  Kilty  stood  boldly  on,  closely  followed  by  the  other 
gunboats,  firing  as  we  went;  soon  the  enemy  responded.  The  moment  we 
discovered  the  situation  of  the  enemy's  battery  the  cannonading  from  our 
side  became  terrific.  In  a  few  moments  the  Mound  City  had  advanced  to 
within  about  six  hundred  yards  of  their  enemy,  when  a  well-directed  shot 
from  a  new  battery,  situated  a  little  higher  up  the  bluff,  penetratfid  her  port 
casement  a  little  above  and  forward  of  the  gunport,  killing  three  men  in  its 
flight,  and  exploding  her  steam-drum.  So  soon  as  this  sad  accident  occurred 
niaiiy  of  her  crew  leaped  overboard;  all  boats  were  instantly  sent  to  their 
relief.  The  position  of  the  gunboats  at  this  time  was  as  follows:  the  Mound 
City,  followed  by  the  St.  Louis  and  Lexingttm,  the  Couestoga  being  abreast 
■of  the  latter  vessel.  The  Mound  City  drifted  down  and  across  the  stream. 
The  Conestoga  boldly  came  up  and  towed  her  out  of  action.  The  St.  Louis 
^nd  Lexington  moved  closer  to  the  upper  battery,  (the  lower  one  being  by 
this  time  relieved,)  and  continued  to  pour  in  shot  and  shell,  the  enemy 
shooting  the  while  at  the  St.  Louis,  and  the  wounded  of  the  Mound  City 
-Struggling  in  the  water.  Some  two  minutes  after  the  explosion  on  board 
the  Mound  City,  Colonel  Pitch  made  signal  for  us  to  cease  firing,  which  I 
did,  and  in  five  minutes  after  we  ceased  firing  he  gallantly  charged  their 
battery,  and  carried  it  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  Eight  of  the  enemy 
were  left  dead,  twenty-nine  were  taken  prisoners,  including  Captain  Jos. 
Fry,  commander  of  the  post,  late  lieutenant  United  States  navy,  and  all 
their  guns  and  ammunition.  Our  vicLory  was  a  complete  one,  but  the  loss 
of  life  on  board  the  Moand  City  by  the  explosion  of  the  steam-drum  is  fright- 
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ful.  Their  batteries  consisted  of  two  IS-pounder  brass  pieces,  two  9-paunder 
Parrott  rifled,  and  two  43-poiiii(5er  rifled  sea-coast  howitzers.  So  sooa  as  I  was 
sure  we  had  gained  the  victory,  I  repaired  to  tlie  Mound  City,  and  to  en- 
deavor to  describe  the  howling  of  the  wounded  aud  the  moaning  of  the 
dying  is  far  beyond  the  power  of  my  feeble  pen.  Among  the  scalded  and 
suffering  was  the  brave  Commander  Kilty,  who  but  a  short  time  before  I 
bad  seen  proudly  pacing  his  deck  with  the  enemy's  balls  whizzing  past 
bim.  He  fought  his  ship  most  gallantly.  Ail  honor  to  his  name  !  My  flrat 
care,  after  assuming  command  of  the  gunboats,  was  to  make  the  best  possible 
provision  for  the  wounded  in  this,  as  in  the  previous  engagement  with  the 
enemy.  Lieutenants  Commanding  Shirk  and  Blodgett  rendered  every  assist- 
ance in  the  power  of  man.  For  their  skill  and  bravery  in  action,  and  the 
energy  displayed  by  them  to  assist  the  wounded,  thpy  are  deserving  of  the 
highest  honors;  and  in  this  connexion  I  will  also  mention  that  Dr.  George 
W.  Garver,  of  the  Lexington,  and  Dr.  William  H.  Wilson,  of  the  Ooneetoga, 
were  untiring  in  their  attention  to  the  wounded.  The  above  four  officers  I 
tiiink  richly  deserve  to  be  especially  mentioned.  After  consulting  with  the 
commanding  officer,  it  was  decided  to  send  the  wounded  to  Memphis  on 
board  the  Oonestoga  and  Musselman,  (Colonel  Fitch  kindly  loaning  the 
latter  named  iioat,)  with  all  the  surgeons,  but  what  to  do  with  the  Mound 
City  was  a  more  perplexing  question.  I  was  told  by  the  pilots  that  it  would 
take  several  days  to  tow  her  out  of  the  river,  it  being  so  narrow  and  crooked. 
Xhe  surgeons  represented  that  the  delay  would  prove  fatal  to  many  whose 
lives  might  be  saved.  From  what  I  had  seen  and  heard  on  this  river  T  most 
push  on  with  all  haste  lest  the  enemy  would  fortify.  After  mature  delibera- 
tion I  concluded  to  get  as  many  men  from  Colonel  Fitch  as  he  could  spare, 
and  with  First  Master  John  H,  Duble  in  charge,  together  with  two  other 
officers,  and  the  men  unhurt  of  her  own  crew,  would  leave  her  here  and  pro- 
ceed up  the  river  as  far  as  1  could  prudently,  with  the  river  falling  as  rapidly 

The  only  two  officers  thai  were  not  wounded  or  killed  on  board  the  Mound 
City  were  the  first  master,  Mr.  Dominy,  and  the  gunner,  Mr,  McElroy.  I 
deemed  it  best  to  send  Mr.  Dominy  up  to  Memphis,  not  that  he  did  not  per- 
form his  duty  well,  for  I  am  sure  he  did,  as  I  saw  him  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight  moving  about  on  the  upper  deck,  but  simply  for  a  change;  he  having 
witnessed  the  horrible  catastrophe,  his  mind  appeard  to  be  greatly  exercised. 
Mr,  McElroy  is  now  on  board  the  Mound  City.  We  buried,  last  night,  fifty- 
nine  of  her  crew;  there  are  .now  twenty-six  onboard  unscathed.  Many,  very 
many,  must  have  "been  killed  by  the  enemy  while  they  were  struggling 
in  the  water.  I  was  quite  close  to  the  spot,  and  distinctly  saw  and  remarked 
on  the  cowardly  act,  at  the  moment  they  were  perpetrating  it.  An  accident 
also  happened  to  the  transport  New  National;  one  of  the  bow  guns  of  the 
Mound  City  being  loaded,  cocked,  and  primed,  the  lock  string  lying  on  the 
deck,  one  of  thq  wounded  men  rolled  on  it,  which  set  it  off.  It  was  loaded 
with  grape.  One  of  the  shot  passed  through  the  steam-pipe  of  the  New 
National,  fortunately  injuring  no  one,  but  she  will  have  to  run  on  one  wheel, 
I  found  your  instructions  to  Captain  Kilty  to  guide  him  in  this  expedition, 
and  be  assured  I  will  exert  myself  in  every  endeavor  to  carry  them  out.  In 
conclusion,  let  me  inform  you  that  the  officers  I  command  displayed  gallant 
conduct  during  the  action,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  there  were  no  casualties 
on  board  this  gunboat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  McGUNNEGLE, 

Ideulenanl  Commanding, 

F!ag-Officcr  C.  K.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla,  Mississippi  river,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


AKMORED   VESSELS. 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

MKtt\phis,June  20,  1863. 

Sir:  The  number  of  wonnded  men  on  board  the  hospital-boat  Red  Eiver  ia 
forty-one.  The  account  given  me  yesterday  was  incorrect.  I  shall  still 
wait  for  further  knowledge  before  presenting  a  final  report  of  the  casual- 
ties attending  the  capture  of  the  St,  Charles  forts.  The  department  will  be 
gratified  to  learn  that  the  patients  are,  most  of  them,  doing  well.  The 
surgeon  assures  me  that  Commander  Kilty  is  out  of  danger;  but  he  is 
severely  crippled  in  his  hands  and  feet,  and  suffers  a  great  deal.  He  is  a 
brave  gentleman  and  a  loyal  ofScer.  He  has  always  been  conepicuons  in 
this  squadron  for  acting  his  part  in  the  best  spirit  of  the  profession.  In  the 
attack  on  the  batteries  at  St.  Charles  he  occupied  the  leading  place,  and 
received  his  wounds  at  the  head  of  his  line  in  the  zealous  performance  of 
his  whole  duty.  Although  himself  wounded  and  helpless,  he  attended  to  the 
wants  and  comforts  of  his  injured  officers  and  men. 

I  have  gratefully  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  Major  General  Wal- 
lace and  to  Dr.  Jessup,  of  the  24th  Indiant  and  to  Dr  McClellan,  of  the  1st 
Nebraska  regiment,  for  their  valuable  sympathy  and  assistance. 

Sister  Angela,  the  Superior  of  the  Sisters  of  the  H  Iv  Cross,  (some  of 
whom  are  performing  then  offices  of  mercy  dt  the  M  unt  Oity  hospital,) 
has  kindly  offered  the  servn^es  f  the  iiatprs  foi  the  h  %pitaI-boat  of  this 
squadron,  when  needed.  I  have  wi  tten  to  C  mmaodcr  Penuock  to  make 
arrangements  for  their  com  rg 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  ie&pcctfully,  yom  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  DAVIS,  Ftag-qgiGer, 
g  Wenlern  Flotilla,  Minsimjipi  Bioer,pro  tern. 


Hon.  .Gideon  Wellrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 


Flag-Officer  Davis  reports  the  arrival  of  the  ram  Arkanaas  under  (he  guns  of 
Vi^hnburg. 

United  States  Flao-Steambr  Benton, 

Off  Vicksburg,  July  16,  1863. 
Sib  :  In  my  despatch  of  July  li,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department 
that  I  was  about  sending  an  expedition  up  the  Yazoo  river. 

The  plan  of  this  expedition,  as  finally  agreed  upon  between  Flag-Offlcer 
Farragut,  Brigadier  General  Williams,  and  myself,  was  to  despatch  the 
gunboats  Oarondelet  and  Tyler,  and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  strength- 
ened by  sharpshooters  from  the  army,  at  four  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  to 
procure  correct  information  concerning  the  obstructions  and  defences  of  the 

Repeated  examinations  of  the  Yaaoo  had  informed  iis  that  there  was  a 
raft  obstructing  the  passage  eighty  miles  from  the  mouth,  with  a  battery 
near  it  below,  and  the  new  ram  Arkansas  above,  a  vessel  represented  to  be 
well  protected  by  iron,  and  very  formidable  in  her  battery. 

Shortly  after  the  expedition  entered  the  river  yesterday  morning  it  en- 
countered the  Arkansas  coming  down. 

After  a  severe  fight  with  the  Tyler  and  Carondelet,  in  which  both  vessels 
were  partially  disabled,  she  entered  the  Mississippi,  and  passing  through 
the  combined  squadrons,  took  refuge  under  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg. 

Her  appearauce  was  so  sudden  and  the  steam  of  almost  eveiy  vessel  in 
the  squadron  so  low,  or,  in  other  words,  so  entirely  unprepared  were  we,  that 
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elie  tiad  an  opportunity  to  pass  without  positive  obstruction,  though  she  was 
severely  injured  by  shot. 

The  Beuton,  Lieutenant  Oommaniiing  S.  L.  Phelps,  got  tinder  way  and  fol- 
lowed her  down  to  the  point,  but  at  her  usual  snail's  pace,  which  renders 
anything  like  pursuit  ludicrous. 

I  engaged  the  upper  batteries  for  half  an  hour;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  renewed  the  engagement,  with  Flag-Officer  Farragut  on  board,  for 
reconnoitring  purposes. 

At  half  past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  an  e  g  g  ment  again  took  place, 
which  lasted  for  an  hour,  between  this  h  j.  th  L  uisville,  Commander 
Dove,  and  the  Cincinnati,  Lientanant  Comn  and  n  B  W  Ison,  and  the  upper 
batteries,  the  object  of  which  was  to  cover  the  pas  a  e  of  Plag-Officer  Far- 
ragut's  fleet.  He  had  determined,  dur  g  tl  e  lay  t  run  below,  for  the 
double  purpose  of  supporting  tbe  remain  le  f !  s  sq  dron  and  of  destroy- 
ing the  rebel  ram  in  passing;  to  assist  in  which  I  had  added  the  ram  Sum- 
ter, Lieutenant  Commanding  Erben,  to  his  force. 

A  note  from  him  this  morning  informed  me  that  the  ram  was  so  entirely 
concealed,  by  her  situation,  that  the  attack  upon  her  did  not  prove  to  be  as 
destructive  as  expected.  The  loss  of  life  in  his  squadron,  in  its  passage  be- 
fore these  formidable  batteries,  is  wonderfully  small,  and  must  be  attrib- 
uted to  tie  rapid  and  well-directed  fire  from  his  ships,  by  which  the  guns  of 
the  enemy  were  silenced  as  soon  as  reached. 

I  shall  give  further  particulars  of  this  day's  work  by  the  next  mail,  and 
transmit  the  reports  of  Commander  Walke,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps, 
and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin. 

The  loss  of  life  in  the  squadron  under  my  command  has  been  thirteen 
killed,  thirty-four  wounded,  and  ten  missing. 

Among  the  killed  and  wounded  are  several  of  the  sharpshooters  supplied 
by  General  Williams,  who  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  faithful  manner. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer, 
Goimtiandim)  United  Stales  Naval  Forces,  Weelem  Waim's. 

Hon.  G-iDBON  Weij,es, 

tkcretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Attach  on  the  upper  haUeries at  Vicksburg  and  the  ram  Arkansas,  July  32,  1862. 

United  States  Fi.ag-Steambr  Bentox, 

Of  VickAurg,  July  23,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  of  July  16,  I  mentioned  the  passage  of  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut's  fleet  by  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  with  the  double  pur- 
pose of  joining  his  fleet  below  and  of  destroying  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  in 
passing.  The  latter  object  was  defeated  by  the  darkness  of  the  night. 
Yesterday  morning,  shortly  after  daylight,  the  Benton,  Cincinnati,  and 
Louisville  attacked  the  upper  batteries  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  Es- 
sex and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  both  of  which  vessels  went  down 
and  attacked  the  Arkansas  in  her  place  at  the  levee. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  Commander  W.  D.  Porter's  report  of  the  results  of 
his  engagement.  Tiie  ram  Queen  of"  the  West,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Ellet,  struck  the  Arkansas  with  sufficient  force  to  do  her  some 
injury.  Colonel  Ellet  behaved  on  this,  as  on  previous  occasions,  with  great 
gallantry.  The  shot  from  the  Essex  did  serious  injury  to  the  casemates  of 
the  rebel  ram  and  gunboat. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tho  receipt  of  the  communications  of  the 
department  of  the  14th  and  IStli  instant.  Our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  have 
been  fired  into  lately,  and  a  small  extra  boat,  put  on  for  a  special  occasion, 
is  reported  to  have  been  burned. 

My  force  at  this  moment  is  very  much  reduced.  It  is  reduced  in  the  moat 
formidable  manner  by  sickness  and  death.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men  of  the  mortar  fleet,  one  hundred  are  sick  and  off  duty.  The  crews  of 
the  gunboats  are,  many  of  them,  reduced  to  one-half  their  number.  I  am 
in  want  of  at  least  five  hundred  men  to  fill  up  vacancies  and  render  the 
vessels  under  my  command  efficient. 

My  force  is  also  reduced  by  the  absence  of  eight  gunboats,  three  of  which 
are  guarding  important  points  of  the  river,  and  five  of  which  are  undergoing 
repairs.  I  have  said  that  I  am  in  want  of  five  hundred  mea  to  insure  the 
efficiency  of  the  flotilla.  In  this  calculation  I  make  allowance  for  the  return 
to  duty  of  many  of  the  sick;  but  six  hundred  men  would  not  be  too  many 
to  send  to  me.  The  most  sickly  part  of  the  season  is  approaching,  and  the 
department  would  be  surprised  to  see  how  the  most  healthy  men  wilt  and 
break  down  under  the  ceaseless  and  exhausting  heat  of  this  pernicious 
climate.  Men  who  are  apparently  in  health  at  the  close  of  the  day's  work 
sink  away  and  die  suddenly  at  night,  under  the  combined  effects  of  heat 
and  malarial  poison.  The  enemy,  however,  suffers  a  great  deal  more  than 
we  do.  He  counts  seventeen  or  twenty  thousand  men  on  his  rolls,  but  can 
hardly  muster  five  thousand  in  his  ranks.  To  sickness  are  added,  in  bis 
case,  the  want  of  hospital  accommodations,  the  want  of  medicines,  and  the 
want  of  suitable  food.  I  learned  that  General  Williams  is  about  to  move 
down  the  river.  Should  it  prove  so,  it  will  be  vci-y  unfortunate  in  its  results. 
This  is  one  of  the  points  at  which  the  co-operation  of  the  army  is  moat 
essential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Offioer, 
Oommanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wei,i,es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


E^OTt  of  Oonnnander  W.  D.  Porter. 

On  board  Gunboat  Esses, 

Below  richsburg,July22, 1862. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  below 
Vickebnrg,  Mississippi,  and  that  we  lost  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 

1  delivered  several  shot  into  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  as  I  believe,  with 
effect.  I  endeavored  to  strike  her,  but  as  we  approached  they  let  go  her 
bow  line  and  the  current  drifted  her  stern  on.  The  consequence  ^^as,  this 
vessel  only  grazed  her  side,  and  ran,  with  great  force,  high  on  the  bank, 
where  she  lay  at  least  ten  minutes,  subject  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  shore 
battery, 

Tiie  officers  all  did  tiieir  duty,  and  with  great  coolness.  Permit  me  to 
draw  your  attention  to  Master  Willie  Coates,  of  only  14  years  of  age. 
This  young  gentleman  volunteered  to  act  as  my  aid.  His  conduct  was, 
throughout  the  action,  marked  by  great  coolness  and  bravery.  He  has  no 
connexion  whatever  with  the  service  ;  but  I  hope  you  will  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  Navy  Department  the  conduct  of  this  little  gentleman,  as  I 
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think  he  has  earned,  by  his  loyalty,  coolness,  and  bravery,  an  appoiatment 
at  the  Naval  Academy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER,  Commander. 
Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Dayis, 
Commianding  Flotilla,  1 


Flag-Officer  Davis  reporla  hamng  left  Vivkshurg  for  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river. 

Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Selena,  August  1, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  communication,  dated  July  25,  and  written  from  the 
anchorage  above  Vicksburg,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that 
Flag-OfBcer  Parragut  and  Brigadier  General  Williams  had  gone  down  the 
river  ;  the  forces  of  the  latter  being  prostrated  by  sickness.  The  departure 
of  General  Williams  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  should  abandon  the 
position  I  then  held,  because  it  gave  the  enomy  the  possession  of  the  point, 
from  the  canal  down. 

In  making  this  canal  General  Williams  used  it  as  a  means  of  defence,  by 
constructing  a  continued  breastwork  and  rifle-pit  on  the  lower  border,  and 
an  angle  on  the  upper  border  to  enfilade  the  canal  where  it  was  crossed  by 
the  levee.  This  levee,  distinguished  as  the  new  levee,  formed  in  itself  a  con- 
venient breastwork.  It  was  no  longer  safe  for  the  hospital,  commissary, 
ordnance  boats,  coal  and  ice  barges,  mail  boats,  &c.,  to  lie  at  the  bank ;  I 
therefore  moved  up,  with  my  whole  command,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yaaoo. 

When  I  sent  the  Sumter  and  Essex  below  the  batteries  I  was  prepared 
for  P!ag-OiBcer  Parragiit's  leaving  ;  but  I  had  no  idea  that  General  Williams 
intended  to  abandon  his  position.  I  expected  to  maintain  nniaterrupted 
communication  with  these  vessels  across  the  neck,  and  employ  them  in 
blockading  the  town  from  below.  But  now,  the  army  having  gone,  these 
vessels  must  go  to  Baton  Rouge  or  New  Orleans  for  their  supplies,  and  are 
permanently  separated  from  my  command. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  23d  ultimo  1  informed  the  department  that  several 
of  our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  had  been  fired  into,  and  one  sunk.  It  now 
appears  that  the  communications  in  my  rear  are  so  seriously  threatened  that 
they  could  only  be  kept  open  by  gunboats,  and  the  three  light  and  fleet 
gunboats  are  all  undergoing  repairs  at  Cairo,  Information  of  a  reliable 
and  circumstantial  character  came  to  me  that  wagons,  &c.,  had  been  called 
in  to  transport  guns  from  the  Yaiioo  to  the  vicinity  of  Islands  Nos.  93  and 
94.  I  learn  from  the  captains  of  the  mail  boats  that  flying  artillery  had 
been  taken  from  bank  to  bank,  on  the  great  bends  of  the  river,  and  used 
twice  on  the  same  vessel.  Light  guns  and  muskets,  in  the  hands  of  guerilla 
bands,  had  been  fired  into  our  unarmed  vessels  from  several  points  between 
Carolina  landing  and  Gaines's  landing.  The  same  thing  is  said  to  have 
occurred  near  Napoleon.  Thus  my  supplies,  as  well  as  mails,  were  cut  off, 
unless  sent  under  convoy. 

We  have  been  repeatedly  told  that  General  Price  was  crossing  from 
Mississippi  into  Arkansas  to  make  a  junction  with  General  Hindman. 

I  have  already  spoken,  in  a  previous  despatch,  of  the  alarming  extent  to 
which  the  efficiency  of  the  few  vessels  remaining  with  me  has  been  reduced 
by  the  endemic  fever,  and  also  transmitted  a  report  of  the  surgeon  on  this 
subject 

Having  maturely  considered  all  the  circumstances  just  recited,  I  deter- 
mined to  leave  Vioksburg,  where  my  own  force,  unaided  and  very  much 
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encumbered,  could  be  of  ho  further  service;  to  cloae  up  my  lines,  now  too 
extended;  to  open  again  the  sources  of  communication  aud  supply,  an'd  to 
resume  my  conjunction  with  the  army.  Accordingly,  I  have  moved  with  all 
the  fleet  to  this  place,  wbeve  I  anchored  last  night  at  9  o'clock. 

But  I  wish  the  department  to  particularly  understand  tliat  this  movement 
does  not  involve  any  loss  of  conti'ol  over  the  river  below.  Between  this 
place  and  Vickeburg  there  are  no  bluffs — no  high  lands  suited  to  fortifications. 
Gnns  can  only  be  mounted  on  the  level  bank,  where,  to  be  sure,  the  levee 
often  serves  as  a  breastwork;  but  they  will  have  no  advantage  of  ground, 
and  can  be  easily  dislodged. 

Your  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo  was  received  on  the  29th,  at 
4  a.  m.,  when  this  ship  was  opposite  Greenville.  Flag-Officer  Farragnt  loft 
Vicksburg  on  the  24th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
0.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag-Officer,  Com'dg  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  liie  J^avy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Fleet  Captain  Pennocli/s  report  of  expedition  up  the  Ohio  river  to  EmnsvSle, 
Henderson,  Sfc.,  in  Jvly,  1862. 

United  SiATBa  Naval  Depot, 

Cairo,  August  6,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  Fleet  Captain  Pen- 
nock's  report  of  a  joint  naval  and  military  expedition  up  the  Ohio  river  to 
Evansville,  Henderson,  &c.,  undertaken  in  pursuance  of  a  telegram  from 
Governor  Morton,  and  having  for  its  object  the  pursuit  and  punishment  of 
certain  parties  of  guerillas  which  had  tlireatened  Henderson. 

I  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  department  to  the  promptness  with 
which  Captain  Pennock,  who  took  a  leading  part  in  this  service,  organized 
his  forces  and  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  action. 

The  enclosed  letter  of  General  Love  bears  the  most  honorable  i 
to  Captain  Pennock's  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-C 
Hon.  GmEON  Welijis,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Umitbd  States  Naval  Depot, 

Cairo,  lU.,  July  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  reported  to  you  on  Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  that  in  consequence 
of  a  telegram  received  from  Governor  Morton,  (a  copy  of  which  I  forwarded 
you,)  I  would  leave  Cairo  for  Evaasville  with  the  United  States  receiving 
ship  Clara  Dolsen,  armed  with  four  1 2-pounder  rifled  howitzers,  J,  M.  Pritchett, 
lientenaut  commanding,  and  tug  Restless,  armed  with  one  12-pounder  how- 
itzer, Master  Ford  commanding. 

I  was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Moro,  with  a  battalion  of  63d  regiment 
Illinois  volunteers,  and  Brigade  Surgeon  E.  C.  Franklin,  who  kindly  volun- 
teered his  services  for  the  occasion. 

I  arrived  at  BvansviJle  on  Monday  at  6  a,  m,,  and  had  an  interview  with 
Major  General  Love,  who  informed  me  of  his  plans  to  capture  the  guerillas 
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who  had  control  of  Henderson,  Kentucky,  and  hia  intention  to  occupy  that 
place.  My  co-operation  and  that  of  the  troops  aaaociated  with  me  were 
deaired  in  carrying  out  the  plans  of  the  enterprise. 

The  same  afternoon  Major  Staning,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  district  of 
Mississippi,  arrived  with  the  following  force:  Captain  Robinson,  company 
A,  20th  battalion  16th  regulars,  60  men;  Captain  Noyce,  company  H,  13th 
Wisconsin  volunteers,  48  men;  and  Lieutenant  Becker,  with  one  section 
Stenbeck's  battery,  2d  Illinois  artillery,  26  men,  who  reported  to  me  for  co- 
operation, by  order  of  Brigadier  General  Strong,  commanding  district  of 
Cairo.  At  the  request  of  General  Love,  Major  Staning,  with  his  force,  on 
board  steamer  Rob  Eoy,  went  in  advance,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  and 
picketing  the  city,  the  Clara  Dolseu  following  with  Major  General  Love  and 
staff,  with  an  addition  of  500  men,  consisting  of  infantry  and  a  section  of 
artillery.  After  landing  the  stores  and  troops,  Colonel  Moro  was  ordered  by 
Major  General  Lovo  to  occupy  and  hold  the  city,  while  the  Indiana  troops 
and  the  section  of  Stenbeck's  battery  took  up  their  line  of  March  for  the 
interior. 

During  the  day  several  arrests  were  made,  including  two  of  the  gijerillaa 
who  were  prominent  in  robbing  the  hospitals  at  that  place  and  destroying 
government  property,  who  were  placed  in  irons  on  board  the  Clara  Dolsen, 
and  subsequently  delivered  up  to  the  provost  marshal. 

General  Love  having  received  a  despatch  thefollowing  night  that  guerillas 
in  force,  were  occupying  Uniontown,  with  intent  to  cross  the  river  to  attack 
Mount  Vernon,  on  the  Indiana  shore,  Major  Staning  was  despatched  with  a 
force  to  look  after  this  matter,  in  the  Rob  Roy,  accompanied  by  the  armed  tug 
Restless.  Soon  after  I  joined  him  at  Uniontown,  aJl  being  quiet  at  Mount 
Vernon. 

During  the  afternoon  several  arrests  were  made  of  prominent  seceseionista 
and  a  number  of  boats  destroyed,  by  order  of  Major  General  Lave.  Toward 
evening  Surgeon  Franklin  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pritchett,  while 
reconnoitring  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  came  upon  a  squad  of  guerillas 
and  captured  three,  who  were  brought  in  and  sent  on  board  the  Eob  Roy 
under  guard,  to  be  sent  to  headquarters  at  Henderson. 

Proceeding  down  the  river,  we  arrived  early  in  the  evening  at  Shawnee- 
town,  where  I  received  despatches  from  Captain  Wise,  announcing  the  pres- 
ence of  guerillas  on  the  Kentucky  shore  opposite  Cairo;  and  having  no 
force  there,  naval  or  military,  he  advised  that  a  portion  of  the  force  under 
my  command  should  return  with  all  possible  despatch.  Early  this  morning 
the  Clara  Dolsen  and  tug  started  for  Cairo,  and  arrived  here  at  4  p.  m.,  with 
two  companies  of  Major  Staning's  command;  he  returning  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  force  to  Henderson  in  the  Rob  Roy,  aboard  of  which  I  had 
placed  a  12-pounder  howitzer. 

In  conclusion,  I  regret  to  state  that  I  found  but  little  Union  feeling  on  the 
Kentucky  shore,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  government  and 
safety  of  steamers  navigating  the  Ohio  require  that  lightrdraught  gunboats 
should  be  kept  moving  constantly  up  and  down  the  river.  Enclosed  please 
find  copy  of  letter  received  from  Major  General  Love. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Hocl,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Sheeley,  of  the  General 
Price,  and  Mr.  Perkins,  my  assistant,  consented  to  act  as  pilots  for  the  ex- 
pedition.   This  latter  also  assisted  ine  in  other  duties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Convmander  and  Fleet  Captain, 


ov  Google 
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Hbndeeson,  Kentucky,  July  33,  1862. 
Captain:  I  cannot  permit  you  to  leave  me  without  expressing  my  sense  of 
the  gratitade  with  which  the  citizens  of  Indiana,  and  of  this  locality,  will 
reward  the  prompt  co-operation  of  yourself  and  your  officers  in  this  emer- 
gency, which  threatened  their  security,  and  for  the  polite  personal  attention 
of  yourself  and  Uaptain  Pritchett  to  myself  and  staff, 

1  beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  and  my  best  wishes  for  your  safe 
return  to  Cairo, 

I  am,  captain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOVE, 
Major  General,  Indiana  Legion. 
A.  M.  Pbnnock, 

Fleet  Captain  Gunboat  Flotilla,  on  hoard  Clara  Doken. 


Capture  of  rebel  transport  Fairplay,  and  large  quantities  of  arms,  ammunition, 
&c,,  in  August,  1862. 

Cairo,  Illinois,  August  26,  1862. 

The  combined  naval  and  military  operation,  planned  between  General 
Curtis  and  myself  before  leaving  Helena,  has  returned  to  the  latter  place, 
having  accomplished  ita  work  with  great  success. 

The  rebel  transport  Fairplay  has  been  captured,  containing  twelve  hun- 
dred new  Enfield  rifles,  four  thousand  new  mnskets,  with  accoutrements 
compiete,  a  large  quantity  of  fixed  ammunition,  four  field  guns,  mounted 
howitzers,  and  small  arms.  Colonel  Woods  landed  and  captured  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  3Ist  Louisiana  regiment  with  arms,  the  enemy  flying  before  him. 

He  captured  another  camp,  with  tents,  baggage,  and  provisions,  burning 
the  depot  and  eight  cars,  and  destroying  the  telegraph.  The  combined  ex- 
pedition proceeded  up  the  Yaaoo,  where  it  captured  a  battery,  consisting  of 
sixty-four  42-pounder  and  32-pounder  guns,  and  24  and  I2-pounder  field 
pieces,  with  seven  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  one  thousand  sheil,  shot,  and 
grape.  Colonel  Woods  dispersed  the  rebel  forces  in  several  places.  Will 
Bend  further  particulars  by  mail  to-morrow. 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

i/  of  the  Navy. 


reports  a  successful  attack  on  the  enemy 
■    ■    August,  1862. 

XJNiTEn  States  FLiG-SiEAMEB  Benton, 

Helena,  August  21,  1862. 
Sir:  In  my  last  report,  sent  by  the  Switzerland  on  the  23d  instant,  I  in- 
formed yon  that  we  had  found  the  enemy  in  some  force  at  Greenville,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  had  dispersed  him.  I  have  now  to  report  that  as  soon  as  Colo- 
nel Woods's  force  had  returned  from  the  pursuit,  it  was  re-embarked,  and  we 
proceeded  up  the  river,  stopping  to  examine  every  point  where  a  rebel  force 
was  likely  to  be  posted;  but  we  were  unsuccessful  in  again  finding  an 
enemy  till  we  reached  Bolivar,  Mississippi.  Colonel  Woods  then  landed  his 
infantry  and  cavalry,  and  two  mountain  howitzcra,  and  soon  discovered  the 
rebels  to  the  number  of  about  3,000  posted  on  a  plantation  above  the  town. 
I  moved  up  with  the  Benton  to  support  our  small  force — not  more  than  500 
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men — in  its  gallant  attack,  and  effectiTely  used  the  battery  in  clearing  the 

The  enemy,  after  a  lirisk  skirmish,  fled,  leaving  seven  prisoners  and  ten 
cavalry  horses  in  our  possesBion  Oolonel  Woods  lost  one  man  killed  and 
two  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  is  not  known  but  numbers 
of  horses  were  running  over  the  fields  without  iiders  and  the  negroes  re- 
ported his  losa  quite  heavy 

From  Bolivar  to  Helena,  where  we  arrived  thi^  morning  we  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  again  encounleniig  an  enemy.     The  troops  returned  in  good  spirits 
and  health,  while  the  condition  of  the  sick  on  h  arJ  the  gunboats  was  not 
injuriously  affected  by  the  eleven  days'  cruiae  below, 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

Ideulenant  Commands. 
Flag-Offioer  Charles  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Rivers. 


Loss  of  the  gunboat  Cairo. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 
United  States  Steamer  Blaek  Hatch,  December  17,  1862. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  infoi-m  you  that  the  Cairo  (iron-clad)  has  been  blown  up  by 
a  torpedo  in  the  Yazoo  rivei' — nobody  hurt.     The  vessel  wont  down  in  twelve 
minutes,     I  gave  Captain  Walke  orders  to  bold  Yazoo  river  at  all  hazards,  and 
it  was  while  the  vesaels  were  employed  in  taking  up  the  torpedoes  (of  which 
great  numbers  have  been  planted  there)  that  the  Cairo  incantionsly  proceeded 
too  far  ahead,  another  steamer  being  in  advance  of  her,  when  the  torpedo  ex- 
ploded nnder  her,  knocking  oat  her  bottom.     It  was  all  done  in  the  line  of  duty, 
and  will  not  prevent  me  from  carrying  out  my  original  intentions.     We  may 
lose  three  or  four  vessels,  but  will  succeed  in  carrying  out  the  plan  for  the  cap- 
lure  of  Vickaburg.     The  wires  of  the  torpedoes  are  being  cut,  and  the  torpedoes 
removed,  and  we  are  now  in  command  of  the  landings  for  the  disembarcation  of 
the  army  destined  to  march  into  the  city. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POB.TEK. 
Acting  REar-Admiral,  (Joni'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  G-iDBOiv  Welles, 

Seisretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  <jf  Ciiplam  Walke,  commanding  &s  GiTOndiM. 

United  States  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River,  Becemlier  13,  1862. 

S[R!  On  the  11th  instant  I  dt "^patched  the  Marmora  and  Signal  up  the 
Tazoo  river  on  a  reconnoisiance,  and  they  returned  in  the  afternoon,  having 
ascended  about  t«  enty  miles,  where  they  were  apprised  of  the  presence  of  a 
number  of  torpedoes  by  the  unaccountable  number  of  small  scows  and  sta^ 
tionary  floats  of  vaiiou«  kindi  along  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  the  explosion 
of  one  of  them  near  the  bignal  Tbny  immediately  returned  down  the  river, 
the  Marmora  exploding  another  by  firing  their  muskets  at  the  head  of  it,  which 
was  visible  above  tlie  water 

Captains  Getty,  ot  the  Marmurt,  and  Scott,  of  the  Signal,  informed  me  that 
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ttiey  could  destroy  all  of  tlieae  torpedoca  witli  perfect  safety  if  I  would  have 
them  protected  by  one  or  two  guuboats,  aa  there  wts  watei  enough  to  idinit 
them,  and  the  river  is  riaing'.  I  reaolvedl  therefnre  after  con-jultmg  with 
Lieutenants  Commanding  Walker,  Selfridge,  and  Hoel  of  the  Baron  De  Kilb 
Cairo,  and  Pittsburg,  to  eend  Lieutenant  Oommdnding  Selfridge  at  hia  own 
requeat,  (the  Cairo  being  the  fastest  and  lightest  draught  gunVoat  with  the 
Pittabnrg,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hoel,  and  with  the  nm  Queen  jf  the  West 
wlioae  commander  desired  to  accompany  the  expedition  to  piotei,t  the  Marmora 
and  Signal  while  clearing  the  river  of  lorpedota 

I  cautioned  the  commanding  ofScers  of  all  the  loata  of  the  oxpeditun  {being 
present,)  and  Captain  Selfridge  in  particular,  to  be  very  careful  not  to  run  their 
vessels  in  among  the  torpedoes,  but  to  avoid  the  channel  where  they  were  set, 
to  Bcour  the  shore  with  small  boats,  and  haul  the  torpedoes  on  shore  and  destroy 
tliem  before  proceeding  farther  up  the  river;  that  this  duty  would  be  performed 
by  the  Marmora  and  Signal,  and  the  ram  would  follow  astern  of  them,  and  the 
gunboats  should  be  kept  in  the  rear  of  all,  ao  that  they  could  shell  the  banks 
of  the  river  above  them  if  necessary.  These  instructions  I  repeated  positively ; 
and  also  that  if  there  was  any  apparent  danger  in  the  execution  of  them,  to 
relinquish  the  project  and  return,  until  better  means  could  be  obtained  to  scour 
the  siiore  and  drag  out  the  torpedoes. 

At  half  past  seven  o'clock  yesterday  morning  the  expedition  proceeded  up 
the  Yazoo,  according  to  my  orders,  and  returned,  minus  the  Cairo,  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Selfridge 
came  on  board  and  reported  the  loss  of  the  Cairo,  by  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo 
nnder  hia  port  bow,  while  urging  the  Marmora  (having  paaaed  the  other  boata) 
through  the  midat  of  them,  he  being  under  the  impression  that  they  were  harm- 
less, or  that  there  waa  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  them.  After  the 
explosion,  which  blew  a  very  large  hole  up  through  the  forecastle  near  the  port 
bow  gun,  the  Cairo  waa  run  on  shore,  and  aunk  in  about  ten  minutes  out  of 
sight,  except  her  light  apars  and  smoke-stacks.  After  the  accident  to  the  Cairo 
ten  torpedoes  were  dcstrayed  by  the  expedition. 

I  have  ordered  the  Marmora  to  proceed  to  Cairo  with  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  gunboat  OfUro,  and  1  have  ordered  Lieutenant  -Commanding  Selfridge  to 
report  to  you  in  person.  Fortunately  there  were  but  a  few  persons  injured  on 
board  the  Cairo,  and  none  of  them  very  seriously. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  several  commandera  of  vesaela  on  that  aad 
occasion,  which  would  have  been  avoided  if  my  inatractiona  had  been  followed. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sci'vant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Captain,  United  States  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  III. 


Eqiort  of  LUuteTtant  Commaitder  Thomas  0.  Sd/ridgi. 

"United  States  Gunboat  Signal, 

OJ  Yazoo  River,  December  13,  1863. 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  painiril  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  total  Icjs  of  the 
gunboat  Cairo,  while  under  my  command,  from  the  explosion  of  two  torpedoes 
,  under  or  near  her,  placed  in  the  Yazoo  river,  some  sixteen  miles  from,  ita  mouth. 
I  left  our  anchorage  at  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  December  12,  in  company 
with  the  gunboats  Pittsburg,  Mai-mora,  Signal,  and  ram  Queen  of  the  West, 
under  ordera  from  Captain  Walke  to  proceed  earefiilly  up  the  Yaznn  to  where 
torpedoes  had  been  discovered  the  day  before,  and  to  effect  the  destruction  of 
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as  many  as  possible.  It  was  understood  that  the  light  gvmboata  were  to  go 
ahead,  followed  by  myself  and  the  Pittsburg,  to  protect  them  by  shelling  the 
woods  on  the  river  bank. 

Arriving  near  the  spot  indicated,  when  the  leading  gunboat,  the  Marmora, 
was  partially  hidden  by  a  bend  in  the  river,  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  opened; 
the  steamer  eommenced  backing  at  the  same  time,  leading  me  to  suppose  she 
was  attacked  from  the  shore.  I  hastened  up  to  her  support,  when  I  found  the 
firing  was  from  the  Marmora  at  an  object,  a  block  of  wood  floating  in  the  water. 

I  ordered  her  to  ceaae  firing  and  to  lower  a  boat  to  examine.  They  either 
did  not  hear  my  order  or  were  loth  to  obey  it,  and  showing  no  signs  of  execu- 
ting it,  I  lowered  one  of  ray  own  boats.  They  fished  it  up  and  found  it  to  he  a 
portion  of  a  torpedo  which  had  exploded  the  day  before. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  head  of  the  Cairo  having  got  in  towards  the  shore,  I 
backed  out  to  straighten  up  stream,  and  ordered  the  Maimora  to  go  ahead  slow. 
I  had  made  but  half  a  dozen  revolutions  of  the  wheel,  and  gone  ahead  perhaps 
half  a  length,  the  Marmora,  a  little  ahead,  leading,  when  two  sudden  explosions 
in  quick  succession  occurred,  one  close  to  my  port  quarter,  the  other  apparently 
under  my  port  bow;  the  latter  so  severe  as  to  raise  the  guns  under  it  some  dis- 
tance from  the  deck.  She  commenced  to  fill  so  rapidly  that  in  two  or  three 
minutes  the  water  was  over  her  forecastle.  I  shoved  her  immediately  for  the 
bank,  hut  a  few  yards  distant,  got  out  a  hawser  to  a  tree,  hoping  to  keep  her 
from  sliding  of  into  deep  water.  The  pumps,  ateam  and  hand,  were  immediately 
manned,  and  eveiything  done  that  could  be.  Her  whole  fi-ame  was  so  com- 
pletely shattered  that  I  found  immediately  that  nothing  more  could  be  effected 
than,  to  move  the  sick  and  the  ai*ms.  I  ordered  the  Queen  of  .the  West  along- 
side, and  passed  what  aiticles  I  could  get  at  into  her,  with  a  portion  of  the 
erew,  the  remamdet  takmg  to  our  boats.  The  Cairo  sunk  in  about  twelve 
minutes  attei  the  explosion,  going  totally  out  of  sight,  except  the  top  of  the 
chimneys,  in  six  fathoms  ot  water.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  though  some  half  a 
dozen  men  were  mjnred,  no  lives  were  lost. 

I  cannot  apeak  too  highly  of  the  officers'  and  men's  behavior;  there  was 
perfect  discipline  and  ordei  to  the  last.  The  crew  remained  at  the  quarters 
until  ordered  away,  and  did  what  little  could  bo  done  under  the  circumstances. 

The  most  of  the  bags  and  hammocks  were  saved,  as  was  everything  that 
floated  from  the  wreck.  In  the  meanwhile  I  directed  Captain  Hoel,  of  the 
I'ittsbiyg,  to  send  boats  up  the  shore,  under  cover  of  his  guns,  to  destroy  and 
discover  the  mode  of  firing  these  torpedoes.  ,  Several  of  them  were  destroyed, 
but  I  leave  the  particulars  to  his  report. 

Having  accomplished  all  that  was  in  our  power,  and  destroyed  what  vestige 
of  the  unfortunate  Cairo  that  remained  above  water,  it  was  with  deep  regret  and 
melancholy  that  I  felt  obliged  to  return  down  the  river. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  in  justification  of  myself  that  does  not  appear  in  this 

Thougli  I  found  we  were  in  the  vicinity  of  torpedoes,  ^ere  were  no  signs  to 
show  at  the  time  that  any  were  in  my  immediate  neighborhood,  the  Marmora 
having  passed  ahead  of  me. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  0.  SELFBIDGE, 

Lieutenant  Cormnander, 
Captain  Henry  Walke,  U.  S.  K, 

Gommanding  Naval  Forces  off  Yazoo  River. 
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Aciing  Reca-- Admiral  Porter's  detailed  report  of  the  h 


No.  251.]  XJ.^iTRD  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

December  17,  1862. 
Sir:  Wh'-n  I  sent  you  my  deapatcli  notifying  you  of  the  loss  of  the  Cairo 
I  had  not  esamined  carefnlly  all  the  aficompanying  reports,  being  pressed  for 
time,  and  I  left  U  to  the  department  to  judge  where  the  blame  laid.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  due  caution  was  not  ohserved,  and  that  the  vessels  went  ahead 
too' fast,  ThcBG  tovppdoeB  have  proved  so  harmleafi  heretofore  (not  one  exploding 
out  of  the  many  hundreds  that  liave  been  planted  by  the  rebels)  that  offieei-a 
have  not  felt  that  respect  for  them  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The  torpedo 
which  hlew  up  the  Cairo  was  evidently  fired  by  a  galvanic  battery,  as  in  some 
of  them,  which  were  afterwards  taken  up,  the  officers  followed  the  wires  over 
four  hundred  yards  from  the  river  bank,  and  wonld  have  followed  them  up  but 
for  fear  of  surpriees.  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  was  proceeding  with 
proper  caution  before  the  accident,  and  the  Marmora  was  proceeding  ahead  of 
him  some  distance,  while  the  boats  were  cutting  the  wires  and  dragging  the 
torpedoes  to  the  bank.  Several  had  been  safely  disposed  of  when  the  Signal 
commenced  firing  musketry;  and  as  the  river  bank  was  ftiU  of  sharpshooters. 
Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  went  to  assist  her,  supposing  she  was 
attacked.  It  appears  she  was  firing  at  floating  torpedoes.  Not  obeying  the 
signal  made  to  her  to  return.  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  went  up  to  hail 
her,  and  in  doing  so  lost  his  vessel.  The  boats  were  doing  their  work  very 
effectually,  and  had  the  orders  of  Captain  Walke  been  carried  out  no  accident 
could  have  occurred.  The  torpedoes  were  known  to  be  there  in  numbers,  and 
every  precaution  should  have  been  observed.  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfndge, 
.  however,  did  not  go  ahead  with  his  vessel  until  his  pilot  assured  him  that  every- 
thing was  clear.  In  my  orders  to  Captain  Walke  I  directed  him  as  follows ! 
"  Send  on  the  Signal  and  Marmora,  with  aomegoodmarksmen,  besides  their  crews; 
let  them  hold  on  to  all  they  can  until  you  can  get  your  large  vessels  in.  We 
must  make  a  landing  for  the  army  at  all  hazards,  and  prevent  the  rebels  from 
raising  batteries,"  &c.,  &e.  The  first  part  of  the  order  was  executed,  and  the 
Signal  and  Marmora  proceeded  thirty  miles  up  the  river  until  stopped  by  the 
batteries.  They  were  attacked  by  guerillas,  whom  they  easily  drove  off,  but 
they  returned  again  to  Captain  Walke,  and  enabled  the  rebels  to  plant  the  tor- 
pedoes between  that  time  and  the  return  of  the  second  expedition,  when  the 
Cairo  was  lost.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  return  of  the  light-draught  vessiJs 
in  the  face  of  my  order  I  have  yet  to  learn.  I  do  not  see  anything  to  reprehend 
in  the  course  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge,  except  being  rather  incautious. 
His  vessel  was  a  great  loss  to  us  (  she  was  in  splendid  oriier,  and  had  just  been 
made  shot-proof  with  railroad  iron  where  she  was  before  vulnerable.  He  is  too 
good  an  officer  to  lose  his  services  jiist  now,  and  I  have  put  him  iu  command  of 
file  Conestoga,  which  was  vacant,  trusting  that  he  may  be  more  fortunate  here- 
after, this  being  the  second  time  daring  the  war  his  vessel  has  gone  down  under 
him.  The  conduct  of  the  oiHcers  and  crew  was  admirable ;  everything  was  con- 
ducted with  perfect  coolness,  and  not  a  man  was  lost,  although  so  short  a  time 
elapsed  between  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo  and  the  sinking  of  the  vessel  that 
nothing  was  saved  except  a  few  hammocks  and  ba^,  helonging  to  the  men, 
which  floated  off.  In  a  few  minutes  after  the  Cairo  sunk  nothing  could  be  seen 
but  the  top  of  her  pipes,  which  the  ram  Lioness  hauled  out  and  sunk  to  prevent 
the  rebels  from  finding  the  spot.     This  affair  will  give  me  some  extra  trouble, 
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but  1  hope  to  succeed,  nevertheless,  though  this  leaves  mo  only  six  vessels  which 
can  go  under  a  batterv.        i 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTKE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Sgvadron,. 
Hon.  CiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Admg  Rear-AJmirol  I'ortrr's  insUudians  to  Giptaiti  WaVie. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadkon, 

November  21,  1862. 

SiH :  On  receipt  of  this  communication  you  will  take  with  you  all  the  iron- 
clads, except  the  Benton  and  the  General  Bragg,  and  proceed  down  as  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Yazoo  as  you  can  get,  and,  if  possible,  eatei-  it.  The  object  is  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tazoo  river,  or  aa  fio-  aa 
our  guns  will  reach,  and  in  case  you  see  anything  of  the  kind,  your  duty  will 
be  to  destroy  the  batteries  if  yoa  can.  If  the  rebels  have  not  covered  them  in, 
there  will  be  no  difSculty  in  driving  them  away  and  destroying  the  guns.  The 
best  time  to  do  that  kind  of  business  is  about  daylight  in  the  morning. 

In  case  you  caonot  get  into  the  Tazoo  with  the  large  vessels,  yoa  will  send 
in  the  Signal  and  Marmora,  with  some  good  marksmen  on  board,  besides  their 
crews.  Let  them  bold  on  to  all  they  can  imtil  yon  are  enabled  to  get  larga 
vessels  up.  We  must  make  a  landing  for  the  army;  at  all  events,  we  must  pre- 
vent the  rebels  from  raising  forta  right  under  our  noses.  You  are  directed  to 
take  with  you  (besides  the  iroaclads  that  can  get  to  Helena)  the  Ijexington 
and  Tyler,  which  you  will  pick  up  as  you  go  along ;  or,  if  they  come  to  Helena, 
1  will  see  that  they  are  with  you  in  time. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  height  of  water  in  the  Yaaoo,  and  think 
the  only  way  to  find  out  is  to  go,  or  send  and  see. 

I  shall  feel  bettei-  satisfied  when  I  know  we  cannot  get  in,  for  then  I  shall 
know  that  the  i-ebels  cannot  get  out.  In  the  matter  of  attacking  batteries  yon 
must  exercise  some  judgment,  and  no  doubt,  by  a  little  consultation  with  those 
connected  with  you  on  fliis  expedition,  you  will  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion. 

The  object  is  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  blocking  up  the  approach  to  the 
river  with  batteries.  General  McOlernand  will  move  now  in  about  two  weeks, 
and  we  must  have  the  places  clear  for  him  to  land  his  troops.  The  object  is  to 
get  possession  of  as  much  of  the  Yaaoo  aa  we  can,  and  bold  it  until  he  comes. 

I  will  be  pushing  down  small  and  light-draught  boats  as  fast  as  I  get  them 
fiuished  and  armed,  and  I  hope  to  have  about  ten  ready  in  the  course  of  ten  days. 

FUl  your  vessels  up  with  coal.  Oarry  very  low  steam  goirig  down,  to  save 
your  fuel,  and,  if  necessary,  detain  tlie  B.  to  tow  down  a  couple  of  barges  to  en- 
able you  to  keep  up  your  steam.  The  B.  will  also  act  as  a  despatch  boat,  if 
necessary,  to  send  me  any  communications. 

If  you  find  that  you  can  enter  the  Yazoo,  push  on  and  go  as  far  as  you  can  ; 
keep  the  communication  open  behind  you.  There  are  a  number  of  fine  large 
river  boats  up  the  Tazoo;  try  and  secure  them.  Everything  you  fall  in  with 
will  be  a  prize,  and  remember  that  there  are  no  Union  men  who  can  lay  claim 
to  anything  in  that  region. 

In  case  you  are  successful,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  there  is  but  one  way 

of  making  war,  and  that  is,  by  using  the  moat  stringent  means,  even  to  military 

executions,  in  order  to  preserve  subordination  among  conquered  people.     Allow 

no  parties  to  land  near  Viclcsburg  except  on  duty  assigned  by  yourself.     No 
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intercourse  of  any  kind  to  be  kept  up  with  the  rebels ;  if  aay  retreat  to  your 
vessels  for  ptotecti<iii,  see  that  they  do  not  go  on  shore  again ;  at  the  same  time 
get  out  of  them  all  the  information  you  can.  Pick  up  all  the  good  contrabands 
you  can  get,  and  Bomething  may  be  learnt  from  the  most  intelligent  of  them. 
After  you  have  g^ned  any  information  of  any  consequence,  despatch  it  to  me. 

I  am  well  informed  that  an  active  trade  is  carried  on  between  the  Tazoo  and 
the  Sed  rivers ;  the  sooner  .'we  stop  it  the  better. 

Captain  Selfridge  will  join  yon  from  Memphis.  The  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant 
Bache,  has  left  here  on  her  way  down  ;  the  Pittsburg  has  been  ordered  to  join 
you;  the  Baron  De  Kalh  will  be  off  on  Monday,  and,  with  the  Lexington,  Tyler, 
Signal,  and  Marmora,  you  will  likely  do  something.  Keep  me  advised  if  any- 
thing should  occur  to  render  my  presence  necessary.  And  now,  trusting  to 
your  good  judgment,  hoping  that  no  opportunity  to  annoy  the  enemy  may 
escape  you, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  &om'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Captain  H.  Walke, 

Commanding  Carondelet,  Helena. 

P.  S. — I  will  have  a  couple  of  Ellct's  rams  to  report  to  you  when  yon  will 
be  ready  for  anything. 


Engagement  wil7t  the  Yazoa  batteries.— Co  operation  with  General  Sherman 
against  Vicksbv/rg. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  December  27,  1862. 
SiE  :  This  morning  we  commenced  early  the  work  of  removing  the  torpedoes. 
The  boats  worked  under  a  brisk  fire  from  the  concealed  riflemen  in  pits,  but  the 
enemy  gradually  receded  before  our  vessels,  and  by  three  o'clock  in  the  evening 
we  had  worked  up  to  within  half  or  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  batteries, 
the  strength  of  which  it  was  desirable  to  feel.  The  army  in  the  mean  time  ad- 
vanced towards  the  heights.  My  object  was  to  draw  off  a  large  portion  of  the 
troops  from  Vickshurg,  to  prevent  our  ascent  of  the  Yazoo,  by  which  we  could 
throw  troops  on  the  Milldale  road.  At  half  past  two  the  forts  commenced  firing 
briskly  at  our  boats  with  eight  heavy  guns,  without  driving  them  in.  The  way 
being  appai-ently  clear  of  torpedoes,  tfie  channel  having  been  thoroughly  dragged 
with  all  sorts  of  contrivances.  Lieutenant  Commander  tf-win,  at  three  o'clock, 
advanced  to  the  furthest  point  where  the  boats  had  finislied  their  work,  (which 
was  about  twelve  hundred  yards  from  the  forts,)  and  opened  his  batteries.  The 
other  vesRels  were  al'so  ordered  up,  all  of  which  were  lying  close  behind.  The 
river  was,  honevei  too  narrow  at  that  point  to  get  even  two  vessels  abreast, 
and  the  Benton  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fight.  It  lasted  two  hours,  during  which 
time  the  Benton  was  much  cut  up,  but  nothing  happened  to  impair  her  effi- 
ciency ,  her  armoi  wa-*  shot  pioof  when  it  was  struck,  except  on  deck,  hut  still 
I  regret  to  say  theie  were  ''ome  serious  casualties.  Lieutenant  Commander 
Gwin  was  mcit  "lenouslj  wounded  by  a  lifle-shot  striking  him  on  the  right 
breast,  and  cairj  mg  awaj  the  muscle  of  the  right  arm.  He  refused  to  enter 
the  shot-proof  pilot-house,  saying  that  a  captain's  place  was  on  the  quarter 
deck.  While  there  is  life  there  is  hope,  and  I  trust  the  life  of  this  gallant  officer 
may  be  spared  to  us ;  the  country  can  ill  afford  to  lose  his  services.  Mr.  Lord, 
the  executive  officer  of  the  vessel,  was  wounded  severely  in  the  foot,  but  fought 
the  vessel  gallantly  after  the  captain  had  been  carried  below,  and  retired  wlien 
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tlie  batteries  were  all  unmasked.,  and  when  the  object  was  accomplislied  for 
which  the  vessels  went  up.  I  had  three  of  the  iron-clada,  and  the  Lexington, 
the  Marmora,  and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West  lying  as  a  reserve,  but  none  of 
them  were  struck,  though  in  action,  except  the.Oinciimati,  Lieutenant  Bache, 
by  which  no  material  damage  occuiTed  to  the  vessel. 

The  army  advanced  at  the  same  time  we  were  attacking  the  forts,  making 
the  enemy  believe  we  were  going  to  force  the  river  forts.  This  induced  them 
to  draw  off  a  large  part  of  their  forces  from  Vicksburg,  and  their  cavalry  were 
kept  employed  driving  the  men  back  to  their  guns. 

I  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  present  position  of  affairs.  The  fightiug  is  going 
on  now,  but  with  what  success  I  know  not.  Our  troops,  though,  are  gaining  at 
every  step,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  by  morning  General  Sherman  will  cut  the 
communication  between  Vicksburg  and  Milldale,  which  should,  by  rights,  end 
the  affair. 

The  railroads  have  all  been  cut  leading  into  Texas,  and  there  will  be  no  hope 
of  supplies,  even  if  Vicksburg  can  hold  out  for  a  abort  time. 

The  enemy  cannot  approach  the  left  wing  of  our  army  until  they  reach  the 
heights  without  coming  in  range  of  our  gunboats.  At  that  point  the  army  will 
have  all  the  fighting  to  do  themselves. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  :  Lieutenant  Comm-inder 
William  Gfwin,  severely  wounded  on  the  right  breast,  lacerating  tb«  pectoial 
muscles  extensively,  also  tearing  away  a  portion  of  the  muscles  of  the  right 
forearm ;  George  P.  Loi'd,  executive  officer,  severe  eontosion  of  the  foot ,  Eiias 
Reese,  executive  officer  of  the  Marmora,  slightly  wounded;  N.  B  Willets, 
gunner,  severely  wounded;  Robert  Rhoyal,  master-at-arms,  killed;  Thomas 
Smith,  seaman,  mortally  wounded;  Alexander  W.  Lynch,  seaman,  severe  con- 
tusion of  the  head;  Alexander  Campbell,  seaman,  severely  wounded;  Stephen 
Moss,  slightly  wounded;  Greorge  Collender,  boy,  slightly  wounded, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDEuN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  G. 


De/ailed  report  of  the  attack  on  tk&  Ta^oa  baitenes- 

United  States  Mississippi  S<iuadeon, 

Yasoo  Kiver,  December  31,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  already  written  you  a  hurried  report  of  the  attack  on  the  Yazoo 
batteries  by  the  Benton,  and  have  the  honor  to  relate  occui-rences  up  to  this  date. 

On  the  27th  instant  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker,  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb, 
had  cleared  the  river  Yaaoo  of  torpedoes  to  the  place  nearly  where  the  Cairo 
was  sunk,  and  had  obtained  possession  of  two  landings.  The  enemy,  to  the 
number  of  two  thoneand,  were  contesting  every  inch  of  ground  from  rifle-pits 
and  from  behind  levees,  where,  from  high  overtangiug  banks,  they  could  fire 
on  our  vessels  almost  with  impunity.  The  tigbtdiaught  iron-clads  Signal, 
Juliet,  and  Komeo  were  very  serviceable  in  performing  this  duty,  being  per- 
fectly bullet-pi-oof  all  over,  except  in  their  tipper  cabins,  which  were  pretty 
badly  cut  up, 

I  did  not  deem  the  landings  already  seciwed  sufficiently  good,  and  on  the 
23d  instant  Lieutenant  Commander  Cwin,  according  to  order,  proceeded  up 
the  river  in  the  Benton,  accompanied  by  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commander 
Pritchett;  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk;  ram  Queen  of  the  West, 
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Captain  E.  W.  Sutherland;  ram  Lioness,  Master  T,  0.  Roilly;  Signal,  Acting 
Master  Scott;  Borneo,  Acting  Ensign  Smith;  Juliet,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Sbaw.  The  24-th,  25th,  and  26th  were  occupied  in  gettiug  up  tlie 
torpedoes,  of  which  there  were  a  great  many;  hut,  as  the  water  had  risen,  in 
the  river,  our  vessels  were  enahled  to  keep  off  the  sharpshooters,  and  the  hoat^, 
being  well  covered,  drove  them  ba^k  when  they  came  in  small  numbers.  Thus 
the  work  continued  until  the  boats  turned  the  bend  in  the  river,  where  a  series 
of  forts,  dotted  all  around  the  hills,  and  a  heavy  raft,  covered  with  railroad  iron, 
seemed  to  forbid  all  farther  progress.  I  directed  the  work  to  go  on  in  the  boats 
as  near  to  the  forts  as  possihfe,  and  they  proceeded  until  the  forts  opened  on 
them,  at  a  distance  of  twelve  hundred  yards.  Though  m«ch  annoyed  by  the 
fii-e,  on  the  37th  the  boats  continued  their  work,  and  the  Benton  closed  up  to 
cover  them.  It  was  blowing  very  hard  at  the  time,  and,  the  current  being 
checked  by  the  wind,  the  Benton,  at  all  times  an  unmanageable  ship,  had  a 
tendency  to  turn  head  or  broadside  to  wind;  in  consequence  of  which  she  had 
to  be  tied  to  the  bank.  Then  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  her,  almost  every  shot 
hitting  her  somewhere.  Seven  or  eight  heavy  guns  were  firing  from  the  different 
forts — 50-pound  rifles  and  64-pouaders  scilid.  After  she  made  fast  to  the  bank 
she  was  hit  thirty  times.  "Whenever  the  shots  hit  the  pilot-house  or  the  defence 
on  her  sides  they  did  but  little  harm,  in  some  places  scarcely  leaving  a  mark; 
but  whenever  they  struck  her  deck  they  went  through  everything,  killing  and 
wounding  ten  persons ;  among  the  latter  Lieutenant  Commander  Gwin.  The 
wind  blew  so  hard  that  the  other  Iron-clads  were  unmanageable,  and,  though 
they  bi-ought  their  batteries  to  bear  {as  did  the  Lexington  and  Tyler)  as  well 
as  the  very  narrow  stream  would  permit,  they  could  not  fire  very  effectually. 
Two  of  the  guns  in  the  forts  wei'O  silenced,  and,  the  boats  being  unable  to  work 
any  longer,  the  vessels  dropped  back,  around  the  point,  out  of  fire.  The  object 
of  the  firing  was  only  to  cover  the  boats,  as  the  forts  can  only  be  taken  hy  a 
landing  party,  and  a  very  strong  one  at  that. 

The  Benton  was  not  rendered  inefficient  in  the  least,  though  two  of  her  guns 
were  damaged  so  that  they  are  no  longer  serviceable,  having  been  hit  with  shot. 

On  the  28th  General  Sherman  had  advanced  his  forces  within  skirmishing 
distance  of  the  enemy,  and  I  sent  up  a  strong  force  to  make  a  feint  on  the  forts, 
and  to  fire  across  on  the  Milidale  road,  to  prevent  re-enforcements  from  being 
sent  that  way  from  the  Taaoo  forts  to  Vicksburg.  Owing  to  late  heavy  rains 
General  Shermau  found  the  ground  almost  impassable,  and  was  headed  off  at 
eveiy  step  by  inuumerahle  bayous.  .  On  the  29th  the  assault  was  to  commence 
on  the  hills  behind  Vicksburg,  pravided  the  army  could  find  an  opening  through 
the  abattis,  which  was  piled  up  before  them  in  all  directions,  and  thousands  of 
sharpshooters,  in  rifle-pits,  picking  off  the  oificers  at  every  step.  I  brought  up 
the  only  two  mortars  I  had  been  able  to  get  down  here,  and  placed  them  in 
position  (backed  by  the  gunboats)  to  shell  the  woods  on  the  right  and  left  of 
our  army,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  doubling  on  either  wing,  also  placing  a 
portion  of  them  at  different  points  to  protect  the  transports. 

The  battle  commenced  early  in  tlie  d;iy  on  the  29th,  and  our  troops,  with 
great  heroism,  went  to  the  assault.  One  division  succeeded  in  getting  into  the 
batteries  on  the  hill,  and  drove  the  enemy  out ;  but  one  of  the  two  divisions  that 
were  to  assault  being  behind  time,  the  assault  was  uasucceesful ;  the  men  had 
to  retire  again,  and  lay  oa  their  arms  that  night  in  a  cold,  heavy  rain,  that  must 
have  decimated  the  army. 

My  opinion  is  that  the  present  rain,  which  is  heavy,  will  render  any  attempts 
of  our  army  to  enter  Vicksburg  in  that  way  useless.  They  could  scarcely  move 
the  artillery  at  first;  it  will  he  doubly  troublesome  now.  In  the  mean  rime  the 
rebels  are  receiving  re-enforcements  by  every  train,  and  are  almost  if  not  quite 
lur  troops.     Our  army  will  have  to  intrench  themselves  until 
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tlie  ground  will  enable  them  to  move.     We  have  a  good  position,  and  the  gun- 
boats cover  the  army  in  a  semieircle  of  eight  mUea. 

Since  I  came  helow,  the  commanders  of  the  different  posts  have  all  urgently 
demanded  gunhoata,  many  of  them  holding  positions  whei'e  they  could  drive  off 
three  or  fonr  times  their  number.  At  Island  Ko,  10  I  have  been  notified  that 
the  commander  had  been  ordered  to  abandon  that  post  and  spike  his  guns.  I 
have  ordered  the  Pittsburg  up  there  to  hold  it  and  to  break  up  the  guns,  aa  they 
are  old  ones  and  fit  for  nothing;  Btill  the  rebela  might  get  them  in  some  of  these 
stampedes.  The  commanding  officer  at  Columbus  hears  that  forty  thousand 
men  are  advancing  on  him,  and  wants  a  gunboat.  I  sent  him  the  Sew  Era, 
and  ordered  Commander  Pennoek  to  fit  32-poundera  on  the  old  mortar  rafts, 
and  plant  them  in  front  of  Oolimibus  and  Hickman.  General  Curtis  calls  for  a 
large  force  of  gunhoata,  to  meet  General  Gorman  on  the  5th  of  January,  1863. 
General  Curtis  has  ordered  movements  from  the  east  up  the  Arkansas  on  Little 
Itock.  General  Gorman  wants  two  gunboats  at  Helena.  He  aaya  he  is  utterly 
powerless  with  five  thousand  infantry  and  two  thousand  cavalry.  1  suppose  I 
must  raise  them.  The  General  Bragg  ia  stationed  at  Memphis,  to  protect  that 
place  and  repair  her  machinery.  I  have  sent  the  Conestoga  to  the  mouth  of 
Arkanaas  river,  to  protect  the  troops  about  to  be  stationed  there,  and  to  prevent 
any  intercourse  up  or  down  the  Arkansas.  As  the  light- draughts  are  finished 
they  will  be  atalioned  at  different  pointa  on  the  river, 

What  our  futm-e  operatione  will  be  here  I  cannot  yet  tell.  We  expected  that 
General  Grant  would  have  been  in  the  rear  of  Vickshurg  by  thia  time,  and  that 
General  Banks  would  have  been  at  Port  Hudson;  both  of  which  movements 
were,  I  believe,  part  of  the  plan  of  operations.  We  hear  nothing  of  either  of 
these  generals. 

The  rebels  are  going  to  throw  a  powerful  foree  into  Vicksburg,  to  hold  it  at 
all  hazards,  and  the  heavy  rains  at  this  time  will  cause  a  change  in  the  mOitary 
operations.  General  Sherman  is  quite  equal  to  the  emergency,  and  nothing 
daunted  by  his  want  of  success,  Pai-t  of  the  programme  of  the  rebels  is  to 
threaten  our  river  porta,  to  make  us  draw  ofi'  our  troops  from  here,  hut  with  the 
poaition  held  by  the  commanders  of  tlieae  ports  they  can  defy  any  force  brought 
against  them  if  they  do  tlieir  duty,  and  keep  despatch  boats  ready  to  notify  the 
gunhoata  that  will  soon  be  stationed  on  the  river.  If  there  is  a  delay,  it  will 
enable  ua  to  get  down  our  iron-clads  from  above,  of  which  I  see  no  prospect  at 
present. 

Five  light-dranght  steamers,  under  Lieutenant  Commander  Fitch,  are  up  the 
Tennessee  river,  and  will  be  able  to  operate  there,  now  that  the  water  is  rising. 
We  will  soon  have  two  others  on  the  Ohio. 

Everything  in  the  squadron  in  the  shape  of  a  steamer  baa  a  gun  of  some  kind 
mounted  on  her,  and  our  vessels  pass  up  and  down  without  molestation. 

The  vessels  now  here  are  the  Black  Hawk,  Benton,  Baron  De  Kalb,  Cai-on- 
delet,  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Mound  City,  Lexington,  Tyler,  Signal,  Romeo, 
Juliet,  Forest  Rose,  Battler,  Marmora,  rams  Monarch,  Queen  of  the  West, 
Switzerland,  Lioness,  storeship  Sovereign,  ordnance  vessels  Judge  Torrenco 
and  Great  Western,  floating  smithery  Sampson,  tug-boat  Champion,  and  six 
small  tugs  and  two  mortars,  water-logg;ed. 

The  health  of  the  squadron  is  improving.  The  hospital  ship  ia  on  her  way 
down  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron-. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtim,  T>.  C. 
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RipoH  of  Aclaig  Rmr-AdiiaTal  FoTler  reliiUee  to  asmult  by  General  S/itTman, 

"United  States  Mississippi  Siuadron, 

White  River,  January  IS,  1863. 

Sir:  The  army  will  moye  to-morrow  on  Vicksbui'g,  with  re-enforcements 
funiiahed  hy  General  Grant,  who,  I  believe,  will  accompany  the  expedition  aa 
eommander-ia-cliief.  Had  the  combinations  been  carried  out  in  our  last  expe- 
dition. General  Grant  advancing  by  Grenada,  Genei'al  Banks  up  river,  and 
Genei-al  Sherman  down  the  river,  the  whole  matter  would  have  aasumed  a 
different  aspect,  but  General  Sherman  was  the  only  one  on  the  ground.  The 
army  of  General  Grant  had  been  cut  off  from  its  supplies.  Genera!  Banks 
never  came  up  the  river,  and  Genera!  Slierman  having  attempted  to  taJce  the 
enemy  by  surprise,  lost  about  700  wounded,  300  killed,  and  aboat  400  priaonei-s. 
All  this  was  owing  to  Colonel  l)e  Courcy  (who  liae  since  resigned)  not  following 
General  Blair,  who  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  into  the  works  of  the  enemy. 
Had  our  troops  been  able  to  hold  these  works  for  three  minutes,  Vicksburg 
would  have  been  ours ;  but  that  chance  was  lost,  and  will  not  offer  again.  The 
enemy  crowded  in  20,000  men  from  Grenada,  and  10,000  from  Jackson,  and 
outnumbered  us  two  to  one.  The  rain  forced  General  Sherman  to  embark,  and 
we  did  so  without  the  enemy  being  aware  of  it,  until  eveiything  was  on  board. 
Hot  a  thing  of  consequence  was  left  behind.  When  the  enemy  did  discover  it, 
they  sent  down  three  regiments  with  iield-pieces  to  attack  the  line  of  transports, 
which  was  covered  at  eveiy  point  by  the  gunboats  and  light-draughts.  The 
Lexington,  Marmora,  Queen  of  the  West,  and  Monarch  opened  on  the  enemy 
with  ahrapneli,  and  cut  them  up  very  severely,  causing  them  to  fly  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  not  losing  a  man  on  our  side.  This  is  a  short  history  of  this  affair. 
The  operations  to  come  will  be  of  a  different  character.  It  will  be  a  tedious 
siege — the  first  step,  in  my  opinion,  towards  a  suceesefal  attack  on  Vicksburg, 
which  baa  been  made  very  strong  by  land  and  water.  I  baVe  always  thought 
the  late  attempt  was  premature,  but  sometimes  these  dashes  succeed,  and  certain 
it  is  that  but  for  the  want  of  nerve  in  the  leader  of  a  brigade  the  army  would 
have  succeeded. 

The  operations  of  the  navy  in  the  Yazoo  are  worthy  to  be  ranked  among 
the  brightest  events  of  the  war.  The  officers  in  charge  of  getting  up  the  tor- 
pedoes and  clearing  eight  miles  of  the  river  distiuguished  themselves  by  their 
patient  endurance  and  cool  courage  under  a  galling  fire  of  musketry  from  well- 
protected  and  unseen  riflemen,  and  the  crews  of  the  boats  exhibited  a  courage 
and  coolness  seldom  equalled.  The  navy  will  scarcely  ever  get  credit  for  these 
events.  They  aie  not  brilliant  enough  to  satisfy  our  impatient  people  at  the 
north,  who  know  little  of  the  difficulties  attending  an  expedition  like  the  one 
mentioned,  or  how  much  officers  and  men  are  exposing  themselves,  while  they 
wonder  why  we  do  not  demolish  mountains  of  gi'auite. 

The  department  may  rest  assured  tiat  the  navy  here  is  never  idle.  The  army 
depends  on  us  to  take  entire  charge  of  them  on  the  water,  and  it  employs  every 
vessel  I  have.  I  have  none  too  many.  The  light-draught  vessels  have  only 
half  crews.     I  am  making  up  deficiencies  with  contrabands  as  fast  as  I  can. 

We  expect  to  disembark  the  troops  opposite  Vicksburg  in  four  or  five  days. 
In  the  mean  time  I  want  to  gather  up  the  fleet  which  are  operating  at  different 
points  with  the  army.  My  opinion  is  that  Vicksburg  is  the  main  point;  when 
that  falls  all  subordinate  posts  wiD  fall  with  it,  Arkansas  is  or  will  be  c[uiet 
for  the  present,  and  all  smaller  expeditions  should  be  attached  to  the  large  one 
at  Vicksburg.  This  will  enable  me  to  employ  the  gunboats  to  better  advantage, 
which  I  cannot  do  now.     The  commander  of  every  post  requires  a  gunboat,  bat 
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I  do  not  encourage  them  always  in  their  cxpectatioue,  as  it  malces  them  very 
careless  about  defending  themselves. 

Very  reapecifully,  your  ohcdiont  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Adiniral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hou.  Gideon  Wri.les, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Position,  of  affairs  at  Vickshurg. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  January  3,  1863. 

Sir:  The  army  has  changed  its  position,  which  it  was  obliged  to  do  owing 
to  the  heavy  rains.  The  men  have  been  without  shelter  for  five  day^,  the  rain 
at  times  coming  down  in  torrents.  It  was  impossible  for  any  army  to  work 
under  the  circumstances.  They  failed  in  the  first  assault  only  because  the  sup- 
porting division  did  not  come  np  to  its  work,  and  the  reserve  fired  (it  is  said) 
into  our  own  ineu.  Could  the  first  division  have  held  the  batteries  (which  they 
took)  for  three  minutes  longer,  our  army  could  have  commanded  the  hills  back  of 
Vicksbu^.  So  desperate  were  the  rebels  that  fhey  fired  grape  and  canister  into 
and  throug'li  their  owa  reti^eating  men,  and  mowed  them  down  by  the  dozens. 

The  point  of  attack,  at  one  time  practicable,  was  no  longer  HO  after  the  as- 
sault ot  oui'  army.  It  was  rendered  impassable  by  abattis  and  stockades.  It 
was  then  determined  by  General  Sherman  and  myself  to  attempt  the  forts  on 
the  Yazoo,  at  Drnngel'a  bluff,  by  a  night  attack.  Ten  tboaaand  men  were  to 
have  been  thrown  right  at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs,  risking  the  ioaa  of  the  trans- 
ports, while  all  the  iron-clade  were  to  open  fire  on  the  batteries  and  try  and 
silence  them  temporarily.  The  ram  Lioness, -under  Colonel  Ellet,  was  fi;tted 
with  an  apparatus  for  breaking  torpedo  wires  and  was  to  go  ahead  and  clear 
the  way.  Colonel  Ellet  was  also  provided  with  fifteen  torpedoes  to  blow  up 
the  raft  and  enable  the  vessels  to  get  by  if  possible.  This  desperate  duty  he 
took  npon  himself  cheerfully,  and  no  doubt  would  have  performed  it  well  had 
the  opportunity  occurred.  The  details  of  the  expedition  were  left  to  me,  and  it 
was  all  ready  to  start  at  3.30  a.  m.  A  dense  fog  unfortunately  set  in  at  mid- 
night and  lasted  rmtil  morning,  when  it  was  too  late  to  start.  It  was  so  thick 
that  vessels  could  not  move;  men  c.onld  not  see  each  other  at  ten  paces.  The 
river  is  too  narrow  for  operations  in  clear  weather,  much  less  in  a  fog.  After 
the  fog,  there  was  in  the  afternoon  every  indication  of  a  long  and  heavy  rain. 
The  general  very  wisely  embarked  bis  whole  army  without  being  disturbed  by 
the  enemy,  and  is  now  lying  five  miles  above  Vickshurg,  waiting  for  good 
weather  and  for  McOlemand  to  take  command.  The  latter  arrived  before  the 
army  left  its  position,  and  approved  the  change.  A^  we  left  the  rain  ponred 
down  in  torrents,  and  will  coatinne  to  do  so  or  some  time  longer,  rendering 
land  operations  perfectly  impracticable.  While  the  army  leadeis  are  deciding 
what  to  do,  I  have  enough  employment  for  the  vessels  heie  to  patrol  the  river 
and  occupy  those  posts  which  have  been  partially  deserted,  ni  where  appre- 
hension of  invasion  is  felt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  POETEK, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sea-etary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Additional  npori  of  Aaitig  Bear- Admiral  Forle 


United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Month  of  Yazoo  River,  January  24,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  haye  tlio  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  thia  place. 
The  army  are  landing  on  the  neck  of  laud  opposite  Vicksburg.     What  they 
expect  to  do  I  don't  know,  bat  presume  it  is  a  temporary  arrangement.     I  am 
covering  their  landing  and  guarding  the  Yazoo  river. 

The  front  of  Vickahuig  is  heavily  fortified,  and  unless  we  can  get  troops  iu 
the  rear  of  the  city  I  see  no  chance  of  taking  it  at  present,  tliough  we  cut  off 
all  their  supplies  from  Texa^^ind  Louisiania. 

A  few  days  since  I  withdrew  the  gunboats  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  as 
they  were  entirely  out  of  coal,  and  it  was  not  proper  to  let  them  remain  under 
the  circumstances.  The  moment  I  could  get  coal  I  sent  them,  down  again,  and 
they  arrived  just  in  time  to  block  up  eleven,  steamers  in  the  Yazoo  that  had 
gone  up  for  provisions  and  stores  under  the  impression  that  we  had  left 
altogether.  These  vessels  have  been  employed  carrying  supplies  and  Eirma 
from  Vicksburg  to  Port  Hudson.  This  will  render  the  rednction  of  that  place 
an  easier  task  thau  it  otliei-wise  would  have  been,  as  there  ai'e'no  ateamera  on 
the  river  except  two  that  will  be  kept  at  Vicksburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Cont'dg  Miaaiasippi  Squad/ron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Services  of  the  ram  fleet,  under  the  command  of  LieMenant  Colonel  Ellet,  on 
the  Yazoo  river. 
United  Statrs  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Misnssippi  River,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  my  different  communications  relating  to  the  operations  on  the  Yazoo 
river  I  omitted  to  mention  the  services  of  the  ram  fleet.  I  intended  to  have 
made  a  separate  report,  but  have  been  unable  to  do  so  sooner. 
■  Prom  his  first  connexion  with  this  BC[uadron,  Colonel  Charles  Rivers  Ellet, 
the  immediate  commander  of  the  ram  fleet,  has  displayed  great  zeal  in  carrying 
out  my  orders,  and  when  we  have  been  threatened  at  different  points,  and  hav- 
ing no  vessel  to  send  from  Cairo,  he  haa,  on  two  occasions,  furnished  vessels  at 
aa  hour's  notice.  When  the  expedition  started  down  the  river,  the  ram  fleet 
was  with  us,  and  onr  main  dependence  in  case  we  should  encounter  other  rams. 

We  had  none  of  the  navy  proper.  Although,  like  ourselves,  half  manned, 
the  ram  fleet  was  ready  to  do  a^ythmg  required  of  it.  In  ascending  the  river, 
the  Queen  Of  the  West,  Captain  E.  K.  Sutherland  and  Master  J.  0.  Reilly, 
were  very  efficient  in  repelling  the  sharpshooters,  their  construction  enabling 
them  to  fire  over  the  banks,  which  oar  ii-on-elads  could  not  do.  Captain  Suther- 
land kept  unceasing  watch  in  advance  of  the  fleet  while  our  boats  were  at  work, 
and  won  golden  opinions  by  his  assiduity.  On  the  night  of  the  3l8t  of  Decem- 
ber, when  it  was  intended  to  assault  the  batteries  by  land  and  water.  Colonel 
Ellet  took  upon  himself  the  perilous  duty  of  running  up  in  the  Lioness,  in  face 
of  the  batteries,  to  clear  oiit  the  torpedoes  or  break  the  wires,  and  to  plant 
torpedoes  on  the  raft  which  had  a  battery  at  each  end  of  it.  No  doubt  he 
would  have  perfoi-med  it  or  lost  his  life  and  his  vessel.  I  have  great  confi- 
dence ill  the  commander  of  the  rams  and  those  under  him,  and  take  this  oppor- 


-  .13=  ov  Google 


AEMOEED   VESSELS.  '  425 

tuuity  t"  state  to  tlie  department  how  highly  I  appreciate   tlie   commauder'antl 
his  asHociates. 

I  Lave  tlie  lienor  to  be,  very  reBpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  jS 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  WasJdngtan,  D.  G. 


Capture  of  Arkansas  Post. 

United  States  Mississippi  Shuadron, 

Arkansas  Post,  January  11,  1863. 
Sir:  The  gunboats  Louisville,  De  Kalb,  Cincinnati,  and  Lexington  attacked 
the  heavy  fort  at  Post  of  Arkansas  last  night,  and  silenced  the  batteries,  killing 
many  of  the  enemy.  The  gunboats  attacked  it  again  this  morning  and  dis- 
mounted every  gun,  eleven  in  all.  Colonel  Dnnnington,  (late  of  the  United 
States  navy,)  commandant  of  the  fort,  requested  to  surrender  to  the  navy,  I 
received  bis  sword.  The  army  co-operated  on  the  land  side.  The  forts  were 
completely  silenced,  and  the  guns,  eleven  in  number,  were  all  dismounted  in 
three  hours.  The  action  was  at  close  quarters  on  the  pait  of  the  three  iron- 
clads, and  the  firing  splendid.  The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  is  small.  The 
Louiaville  lost  twelve,  De  Kalb  seventeen,  Cincinnati  none.  Lexington  none, 
Battler  two.  The  vessels,  although  much  cut  up,  were  ready  for  action  in  half 
an  hour  after  the  battle.  The  light-draught  Battler,  Lieutenant  Commander 
Watson  Smith,  and  other  light-draughts,  joined  in  the  action  when  it  became 
general,  as  did  the  Black  Hawk,  Lieutenant  Commander  K.  It.  Breese,  with 
her  rifle  guns.  Particnlars  will  be  given  hereafter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  B.  FOETEK, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


DitaHtd  report  of  Jeliig  Sear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

United  States  Mississippi  SiiUADRON, 

Arkansas  Post,  January  H,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  4th  of  Jannaiy  General. 
MeCIernand  concluded  to  move  up  river  upon  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  and  re- 
quested my  co-operation. 

I  detailed  three  iron-clads,  the  Louisville,  Baron  De  £alb,  and  Cincinnati, 
with  all  the  light-draught  gunboats,  all  of  which  had  to  be  towed  up  the  rivor. 
On  the  9th  we  ascended  the  Arkansas  river,  as  high  as  Arkansas  Post,  when 
tiie  army  landed  within  about  four  miles  of  the  fort.  The  enemy  had  thrown  up- 
heavy  earthworks  and  extensive  rifl.B-pits  all  along  the  levee.  While  the  army 
were  making  a  detour  to  surround  the  fort,  I  sent  up  the  iron-clads  to  try  the 
range  of  their  guns,  and  afterwards  sent  up  the  Rattler,  Lieutenant  Comman- 
der Watson  Smith,  to  clear  out  the  rifle-pits  and  the  men  behind  an  extensive 
breastwork  in  front  of  om'  troops.  The  Black  Hawk  also  opened  on  them  with 
her  rifled  guns,  and,  after  a  few  fires,  the  enemy  left  the  works,  and  our  troops 
marched  in.  At  3  o'clock  General  McClemand  told  me  tlie  troops  would  be 
in  position  to  assault  tlie  main  fort,  a  very  formidable  work,  and  I  held  all  the 
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vessels  in  readiness  to  attack  when  the  troops  were  in  position.  At  5.30  p.  m. 
General  McClemsnd  seat  me  a  message,  stating  that  everything  was  ready,  and 
the  Louisville,  Baron  DeKalb,  and  Cincinnati  adranced  to  within  400  yards  of 
the  fort,  which  then  opened  fire  from  three  heavy  guns,  and  eight  rifled  guns, 
and  widi  musketry. 

The  superiority  of  our  fire  was  soon  manifest ;  the  batteries  were  silenced, 
and  we  ceased  firing,  biit  no  assault  took  place ;  and  it  being  too  dark  to  do  any- 
thing, all  the  vesaela  dropped  down,  and  tied  upto  the  bank  for  the  night. 

The  Baron  DeKalb,  Lieutenant  Oommander  Walker  j  Louisville,  Lieutenant 
Commander  Owen ;  and  the  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baclie,  led  the 
attack,  and  when  hotly  engaged,  I  brought  np  the  light-draught  vessels,  the 
Lexington  and  the  Black  Hawk,  to  throw  in  shrapnell  and  rifle  shell.  This  fire 
was  very  destructive,  killing  nearly  all  the  artillery  horses  in  and  about  the  fort. 

When  the  battery  was  pretty  well  silenced,  I  ordei-ed  Lieutenant  Commander 
Smith  to  pass  the  fort  in  the  light-draught  iron-clad  Battler  and  enfilade  it, 
which  he  did  in  a  very  gallant  and  handsome  manner,  but  suffered  a  good  deal 
in  hifl  hull  in  doing  so.  All  his  cabin  works  were  knocked  to  pieces,  and  a 
heavy  shell  raked  him  from  stem  to  stem  in  the  hull.  Strange  to  say,  two 
heavy  shell  struck  his  iron  plating  (§-inch)  on  the  bow,  and  never  injured  it. 
He  got  past  the  fort,  but  became  entangled  among  the  anags  placed  in  the  river 
to  impede  our  progress,  and  had  to  return. 

In  this  evening  attack  the  vessels  of  all  the  commanders  were  well  handled, 
particulai'ly  the  ii-on-clada.  It  was  close  quarters  all  the  time,  and  not  a  gun 
was  fired  from  our  side  until  the  gunboats  were  within  400  yards  of  the  fort. 
The  condition  of  the  fort  attests  the  accuracy  of  fire,  and  the  persons  inside  give 
the  Baron  DeKalb,  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker,  the  credit  of  doing  the  most 
execution. 

I  was  informed  again  this  morning,  by  General  McClemand,  that  the  army 
was  "w^ting  for  the  navy  to  attack,  when  they  would  assault  the  works."  I 
ordered  up  the  iron-elads,  with  directions  for  the  Lexington  to  join  in  when  the 
former  became  hotly  engaged,  and  for  the  frailer  vessels  to  haul  up  in  the  smoke, 
and  do  the  best  they  could.  The  Rattler,  Lieutenant  Commander  Smith,  and 
the  Glide,  Lieutenant  Commander  Woodworth,  did  good  execution  with  their 
shrapnell,  and  when  an  opportunity  occurred  I  made  them  push  through  by  the 
fort  again  (also  the  ram  Monarch,  Colonel  Charles  Ellet,)  and  they  proceeded 
rapidly  np  the  river  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  by  the  only  way  he  had  to 

fet  off.  By  this  time  all  the  guns  in  the  fort  were  completely  silenced  by  the 
louisville,  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  K.  Owen ;  Baron  de  Kalb,  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  G.  Walker,  and  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  M. 
Baehe ;  and  I  ordered  the  Black  Hawk  up  for  the  pui'pose  of  hoarding  it  in  front. 
Being  unmanageahle,  she  bad  to  be  kept  up  the  narrow  stream,  and  X  took  in  a 
regiment  from  the  opposite  aide  to  try  and  take  it  by  assault.  As  I  ronnded  to 
do  so,  and  the  gunboats  commenced  firing  rapidly,  knocking  everything  to 
pieces,  the  enemy  held  out  a  white  flag,  and  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease.  The 
army  then  entered  and  took  possession.  Colonel  Dunnington,  the  commander 
of  the  fort,  sent  for  me,  and  surrendered  to  me  in  person.  Uenei-al  Chui-chill, 
of  the  rebel  ai-my,  surrendered  to  the  military  commander.  Our  array  had 
almost  surrounded  the  fort,  and  were  preparing  to  assault,  and  would  no  doubt 
have  carried  it  with  ease.  They  enfiladed  it  with  rifle  field-pieces,  which  did 
much  damage  to  the  houses  and  light  work,  leaving  their  marks  in  all  directions. 
I  do  not  know  yet  what  were  the  operations  on  the  land  side.  I  was  too 
much  interested  in  my  own  affairs,  and  in  pls^mg  thi"  vcselb  aa  circumstances 
reqnii-ed. 

In  all  this  affair  there  was  the  greatest  zeal  on  the  pait  of  the  oiEcers  com- 
manding to  carry  out  my  orders,  and  n  t  a  mistake  ot  any  kind  occurred.  No 
fort  ever  received  a  worse  batteting,  and  thi,  highe  t  compliment  I  can  pay  those 
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t  what  the  rebels  said:  "You  eaii't  expsct  men  to  stand  iip 
against  the  fire  of  tlioae  gunboats." 

A  large  numbei-  of  persons  were  captured  in  the  fort — I  don't  know  how 
many,  and  at  sundown  the  army  were  hurrying  in  the  cavalry  and  artillery. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  the  commanding  ofS.cerB,  and  a  iiet  of  killed 
and  wounded,  and  will  take  another  occasion  to  mention  to  the  department  the 
names  of  thoae  officers  who  have  diatingnished  themselves  particularly,  thongh 
it  is  hai'd  to  discriminate  when  all  did  their  duty  so  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.,  Gideon  Welles, 

/  of  the  Navy,  WashingUm,  D.  C. 


Rep'irl  of  Lieuknatit  Gommmider  E  K.  Omen,  coaananding  Uiiiiel  hMes  simmer  Louisv.l-.e. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squaueon, 
U.  S.  S.  Louisville,  off  Arhansas  Post,  Ark .  January  11,  1863. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
hoard  this  vessel,  of  the  damages  sustained  from  the  enemy's  guns,  and  the 
amount  of  ammunition  expended  during  the  eng'agements  of  yesterday  and  to- 
day with  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Arkansas  Post. 

The  damages  sustained  in  the  hull,  aa  shown  by  the  carpenter's  report,  though 
serious,  have  not  in  the  least  unfitted  her  for  duty.  I  can  only  add  that  every 
officer  and  man  did  his  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  yovtr  obedient  servant, 

.  E.  K.  OWEN, 
Lieutenant  Cominander,   U.  S.  N. 
Acting  Ecar-Adiniral  Davu>  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Ecporl  of  Ading  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  D.  Eofpman  of  camaMa  on  the  LoaisoiUe . 

United  States  Mississippi  SauADRON, 

Arhattsas  River,  Ark.,  January  11,  1863,' 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  oa  board  United 
States  gunboat  Louisville:  • 

Frederick  H.  Gilhardy,  seaman,  wounded  in  head,  mortally;  Adam  Brad- 
shaw,  seaman,  wounded  in  thorax,  mortally ;  James  Mulherrin,  seaman,  wounded 
in  thighs,  severely;  Jim  Sullivan,  seaman,  contusion  of  thorax  and  abdomen; 
Thomas  Spencer,  seaman,  wounded  in  elbow,  slightly;  Thomas  Jackson,  sea- 
man, wounded  in  leg,  slightly ;"  Albert  Mowry,  seaman,  wounded  in  knee, 
slightly;  James  Blaisdale,  seaman,  wounded  in  hand,  slightly;  treorge  Holmes, 
seaman,  contusion  of  shoulder,  slightly ;  J.  T.  Blatchford,  ensign,  wounded  in 
leg,  severely;  Walter  Williams,  seaman,  killed. 

WM.  D.  HOFFMAN, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 
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RepoTl  of  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  W.  Shirk,  (onm/mding  United  Stales  steimur  Lsangton. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  Gunboat  Lexington, 

Off  Post  of  Arkansas,  Ark.,  Jarmiry  11,  1863. 
Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  thci-e  were  expended  on  board  this  ship, 
dnriug  the  attack  upon  this  fort  by  the  forces  under  your  command,  on  the 
night  of  the  10th  instant,  fomteen  (14)  PaiTOtt  shells  and  two  (9)  S-inch  shells; 
and  during  the  final  and  victorious  assault  of  to-day,  forty-nine  (49)  8-inch  sheds 
and  forty  (40)  Pai-rott  shells. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualtiee.     The  wood  work  of  the  ship  and  two  of 
onr  boats  are  somewhat  damaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIItK, 

ZiieutenaTii  Commander. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Poktmb, 

GoinmanAmg  Mississippi  Squadron. 


RepoH  :>/  limewat  C  mmimUr   John  G.    WMer,  wmmandaig  the   Uniled  Sialic  .'tetaitei-  Baron 
De  Kali. 

U.  b  Mivsi-iMFFi  KttuAnEOK,  TJ.  S.  Gdnboat  Baron  De  Kalb, 

Arliansas  Post,  .January  12,  lS6Ji. 
Sir  :   I  Inve  the  lionoi  to  report  that  in  the  attack  on  this  place,  on  tbe  even- 
ing of  the  10th,  this  vessel  was  struck  several  times,  but  met  with  no  serious 
injury  to  ves'fel  oi  crew 

In  the  attack  on  the  11th,  one  of  the  10-inch  guns  was  struck  in  the  muzzle, 
and  both  gun  and  carnage  destroyed ;  one  33-po«nder  carriage  struck  and 
destroyed ;  one  of  the  iron  plates  on  forward  casemate  badly  broken  by  shot ; 
the  wood  work  about  two  of  the  porta  badly  torn  by  shot,  and  one  lower  deck 
beam  cut  off  by  a  plunging  shot  through  the  deck.  The  other  injuries,  although 
considerable,  can  be  repaired  on  board  in  a  few  days.  I  lost  two  men  kidled 
and  fifteen  woiinded ;  two  probably  mortally,  and  several  seriously. 

Before  going  into  action,  I  covered  the  how  sides  and  pilot-house  with  slush, 
which,  I  think,  was  of  much  assistance  in  turning  the  shot,  as  the  vessel  was 
repeatedly  struck  by  8  and  9-inch  shot,  at  very  short  range,  and  the  iron  was 
in  no  case  penetrated.     The  loss  was  from  shot  and  shell  entering  the  ports. 

My  ofiicers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  coolness,  and 
the  practice  with  the  gnns  was  excellent.     I  expended  forty-two  10-inch  shells, 
nine  10-inch  shrapnell,  seventy  7-inch  shells,  and  thirty-seven  32-pounder  Par- 
rott  shells.     Enckised  I  send  the  sui^eon's  report  of  killed  and  wounded. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER, 
JAeatenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Acting  Kear-Admiral  Porter, 
Commanding  Mississippi  jS 


Rffort  of  dttiag  Amslmii  Surgeon  John   Wise  qf  cdsisollies  on  the  Baron  De  Kalb. 

The  surgeon's  report  of  killed  and  wounded  m  bind  the  United  States  gun- 
boat Bai-on  De  Kalb  in  the  ittack  on  iikansas  Post  Tmuary  11,  18133,  is  as 
follows : 

Killed. — John  Ryin  Hud  man  and  Theo  Bender  third  class  boy. 

Wounded. — Peteit,  Iton  crcksw  im  penLtiatiUi^wonndm throat,alsowounded 
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in  thigli  and  wrist,  (probably  fatal;)  Alfred  H.  Boyle,  yeomau,  contusion  of 
shoulder  and  back  (not  dangerous;)  Seamen  Geoi^e  Smith,  fracture  of  skull, 
(probably  fatal;)  Joseph  Eader,  compound  fi-acture  of  leg  below  knee,  (may 
lose  the  leg;)  John  Farren,  compound  fraetui-e  of  skuil  and  extensive  laceration 
of  scalp ;  "William  Smith,  penetrating  wotmd  through  left  shonlder  blade ;  M. 
0.  Donohs,  severe  injury  of  foot  and  ankle  joints  by  penetration  of  shell,  (very 
serious  eases  ;)  William  Smiley,  laceration  of  scalp  and  face ;  Joseph  H.  Mallow, 
laceration  of  scalp  and  face ;  O^car  Jordon,  small  piece  of  shell  in  poplical  space 
of  thigh;  Antonio  DeUoroa,  contusion  of  left  arm  from  splint;  George  Fales. 
penetrating  wound  of  left  leg  from  pieces  of  shell ;  William-  Kelly,  contusion 
of  back;  Pierre  Leon,  sphuteis  in  face;  John  Glenn,  contused  wound  in  side, 
(none  of  which  are  dangerous  ) 

Respectfully,  youi  obedient  servant, 

.TOHN  WISE. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
John  G.  Walker, 

Lieutenant  Cfn/imanding. 


Report  of  Lienlenant  Camniamling  Geurge  M.  Sache,  mnim'cndiitg  UnUed  Slates  steamer  C'mdnniai. 

United  States  Mississippi  SciUADBON, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cincinnati,  q^  Arkansas  Post,  July  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  rfiport  having  sustained  no  serious  damage  in  the 
attack  on  the  10th.     One  shell  struck  us  at  the  water-line  forward,  and  a  second 
wont  through  the  upper  works. 

We  were  equally  fortunate  during  the  attack  of  yesterday,  although  struck 
nine  times  on  the  bow  casemate,  pilot-house,  and  upper  works. 

This  vessel  fired  the  first  gun  at  1.30  p.  m.,  and  in  half  or  three-ijuarters  of 
an  hour  the  right  casemate  gun  of  the  fort  (the  one  assigned  us)  was  silenced, 
when  our  &re  was  directed  on  the  left  casemate  and  barbette  gans,  and  after- 
wards in  shelling  the  interior  of  the  fort.  We  engstged  the  fort  at  three  hun- 
dred yards. 

I  have  to  mention  Acting  Ensign  A.  F.  O'Neil,  Acting  Master's  Mate  Henry 
Broby,  and  Acting  Gunner  John  F.  Eiblett,  the  officers  commanding  the  bow 
guns,  for  coolness  and  skill  in  dii'ecting  their  fire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  M.  BAOHE, 

Lieutenant  Commandinig. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbb, 

Commanding  Mississi^i  Squadron. 


No.  47.]  CiViTED  States  Mississippi  Suuadron, 

Arkansas  Rive?;  January  12,  1S63. 
SiK  :  I  enclose  a  list  of  officers  belonging  to  the  staff  of  Colonel  Dunniugtoir 
late  of  the  navy  and  commander  of  the  post,  who  delivered  their  swords  and 
surrendered  to  the  navy.     I  have  sent  them  to  Captain  Pennock,  at  Cairo,  to 
be  provided  for,  &c. 
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I  advise  that  these  officers  he  exchanged  at  Eiohmoad ;  tbey  wOl  then 
return  to  this  river. 

Very  reBpeotfullT,  yonr  most  ohedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  S^uadro 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Liil.  of  offictrr,  bdonging  to  the  CoJifederaU  Stales  nmjj  capbired  ut  Arkamas  Fod  Jamari/U.  1863. 

John  W.  Dunniiigton,  colonel  commaiiding  third  brigade,  and  first  lieatenaijt 
Confederate  States  navy,  commanding,  naval  forces;  Joseph  Prehle,- acting 
mastei-  Confederate  States  navy;  Frank  Sanger,  acting  master  Coufedei-ate 
States  navy;  F.  M.  Roby,  first  lieutenant  and  brigade  ordnance  officer,  and 
midshipman  Confederate  States  navy;'H.  M.  Bead,  assistant  surgeon  Confeder- 
ate States  navy;  W.  S.  Campbell,  major  and  quartermaster  third  brigade  and 
captain's  clerk  Confederate  States  navy  ;  Howell  Quigley,  second  assistant  en- 
gineer Confederate  States  navy;  Samuel  Suttioan,  third  assistant  engineer  Con- 
federate States  navy;  Joseph  Nutter,  master's  mate  Confederate  States  navy; 
W.  A.  Lang,  capt^n's  steward  Confederate  States  navy ;  Gteorge  Elliot,  boat- 
swain's mate;  John  McDonald,  boatswain's  mate;  W.C.Fishei', master-at-arms; 
Charles  Lettig,  qoartermaetei: ;  John  B.  Ha^ett,  quaTtermaeter ;  Michael  Kem- 
mett,  quartermaster ;  John  Shephard,  quartermastw;  P.  J.  Pitzpatrick,  purser's 
steward;  James  Hussey,  surgeon's  steward;  Richard  Scott,  gunner's  mate; 
Charles  Loeweuberg.  ship's  cook;  T.  J.  Jackson,  ward-room  cook;  Charles 
Crowley,  seaman;  Charles  Williams,  seaman;  Patrick  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman; 
Pliny  Cox,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Lee,  ordin^y  seaman;  Henry  Peters, 
landsman;  Edward  Walsh,  first-class  fireman;  George  Dehman,  first-class  fire- 
man; John  Puller,  coal-heaver;  Aleck  Martin,  first-class  boy;  John  Brown, 
&st-class  hoy;  Christopher  Kain,  second-class  boy;  Michael  Knackley,  second- 
class  boy;  Samuel  H.  Bink,  captain,  acting  general;  A.  M.  Williams,  captain 
o£  engineers. 


Repmt  of  Adinii  Rcar-Aclmiral  Porter,  commendatory  of  the  offiixn  engaged  in  the  action 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Arkansas  Post,  January  13,  1863. 
Sib  ;  The  general  report  of  an  action  embraces  all  those  engaged  in  it ;  and 
although  on  this  occasion  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  met  my  approbation,  I 
must  give  a  little  more  credit  to  some  than  to  othere.  Lieutenant  Commander 
John  G.  Walker  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  with  cool,  calm 
judgment  in'  time  of  action,  and  one  on  whom  the  government  can  rely  to  per- 
form any  duty.  He  managed  and  fought  his  vessel  most  beautifully,  and  I 
never  had  to  correct  a  movement  of  bis  during  the  action.  I  look  upon  him  as 
one  of  the  most  reliable  officers  ia  the  service.  The  rebels  admit  that  they 
never  saw  such  firing  in  their  lives  as  came  irom  the  10-inch  guns  of  the  Baron 
De  Kalb,  and  I  know  of  no  instance  on  record  where  every  gun  in  a  fort  was 
dismounted  or  destroyed.  Lieutenant  Commander  Watson  Smith  ia  well  known 
to  the  department,  and  I  believe  they  appreciate  his  gallantry  as  an  officer.  Ho 
'        I  daring  net,  pausing  a  strong  fort  liudei  a  heavy 
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fire  of  cannon  and  muaketiy ;  for  the  enemy,  having  no  one  at  the  time  to  contend 
with  in  the  rear,  directed  the  fire  of  six  thonaand  muskets  on  onv  vessels. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  George  M.  Bache  is  a  very  young  oificer,  but  dis- 
played the  coohiess  of  a  veteran.  His  vessel  was  not  hurt,  nor  did  he  lose  a 
man,  because  he  silenced  so  soon  the  guns  which  I  directed  him  to  fire  on. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Elias  K.  Owen,  of  the  Louisville,  managed  his  vessel 
handsomely,  and  did  his  work  aa  well  aa  the  others.  He  labored  undei' the 
disadvantage  of  having  two  shell  burst  in  his  ports,  killing  and  wounding  eleven 
men,  which  for  a  moment  only  stopped  his  fire. 

Lieutenant  Commander  James  W.  Shirk  brought  up  the  Lexington  in  good 
time,  and  opened  his  broadside  on  the  fort.  One  of  his  firet  gnus  destroyed  a 
rifled  piece  whioli  was  boring  him  pretty  effectually. 

Lieutenant  Selim  E.  Woodworth,  in  the  Glide,  passed  through  with  Lieu- 
tenant Oommander  Watson  Smith,  and  helped  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
rebels,  thirty  or  forty  only  of  whom  escaped  by  a  ferry,  ten  miles  up  the  river. 
The  ferry  was  destroyed  by  the  two  officers  above  mentioned,  and  the  rebel 
army  all  fell  into  our  hands. 

Lieutenant  Commander  K.  Randolph  Breese,  of  the  Black  Hawk,  brought 
up  his  ship  sufficiently  close  into  action  to  do  much  execution  with  hia  rifled 
30-pouuders,  and  headed  the  men  in  the  two  attempts  we  made  to  hoard  the 
fort,  which  was  only  prevented  by  the  parting  of  the  wheel-ropea. 

I  have  endeavored  to  do  full  justice  to  all  the  above-mentioned  officers,  and 
have  not  said  a  word  too  much  in  their  praise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadrem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Sketches  of  Fort  Hinthnan  aud  of  the  casemates  destroyed. 

UfviTED  States  Mississippi  Suuadron, 

January  17,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  chart  and  sketches  of  Foi-t  Hindman, 
Post  of  Arkansas,  showing  the  position  and  destructive  fire  of  the  iron-clads 
Louisville,  Baron  De  Kalb,  and  Cinciunala. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Aetimg-Rcar  Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gtdkon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 
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United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Arkansas  River,  Jarmary  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant,  after  taJting  Fort  Hindman,  I  sent 
the  gunhoats  Baron  De  Kalb  and  (Jincinnati,  under  the  command,  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  John  G.  Walker,  to  St.  Charl^,  on  the  White  river,  to  capture 
the  fort  and  guns  there,  G-eneral  Gorman  moving  up  at  the  same  time  with 
transports  and  troops.  They  reached  St.  Charles  on  the  14th,  and  found  the 
rebels  had  evacuated,  leaving  their  defences  unfinished.  The  enemy  gnc- 
ceeded  in  carrying  off  two  8-inch  guns  in  the  Blue  Wing,  an  army  transport  the 
guerillas  captured  a  short  time  since. 

I  have  sent  two  light-draught  steamers  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker, 
with  instructions  to  pursue  the  Blue  Wing  as  long  as  he  can  hear  of  her,  and 
get  the  guns  if  it  is  possible.  This  escape  would  not  have  taken  place  had  an 
attack  been  made  on  both  places  at  the  same  time,  which  should  have  been 
done.  About  such  matters,  however,  1  have  no  control  at  present,  but  hope  to 
have  hereafter. 

I  presume  we  will  now  move  down  the  Mississippi  to  carry  out  what  I  con- 
ceive to  have  been  the  plans  for  which  this  aiiny  waa  organized,  via  :  the  cap- 
ture of  Vicksburg, 

It  is  rather  a  waste  of  time  stopping  here  after  the  defences  are  (leatroyed. 

We  cannot  go  any  higher  (until  April)  up  this  river,  nor  can  anything  of 
any  draught  get  down.  The  Pontchartrain,  a  rebel  ram,  is  up  at  Little  Kock, 
but  preparations  have  been  made  to  destroy  her.  I  presume  by  this  time  she 
has  shared  the  fat*  of  other  rebel  rams.  She  draws  eleven  feet,  and  cannot 
possibly  get  down  ;  besides,  she  has  no  guns,  her  battery  having  been  destroyed 
at  Fort  Hindman. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,    Com'dg  Mississippi 

Hon.  GiDEOtV  WlilLLBS, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


JReport  of  Lieutttianl  Commander  John  G.  Walker, 

Umted  States  Stramer  Baron  De  Kalb, 

St.  Charles,  Arkansas,  Jamtary  14,  1863. 

SlE  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  12th, 
I  left  Arkansas  Post  on  that  day,  with  the  Cincinnati  and  this  vessel,  and  met 
General  Gorman  with  hia  command  the  next  morning  at  Prairie  landing,  on 
White  river.  Having  a  transport  to  tow  each  of  the  gunboats,  I  reached  this 
point  at  11  a.  m,  to-day,  and  found  it  evacuated.  From  information  received 
here,  it  appears  that  the  small  body  of  troops  stationed  here  left  on  the  evening 
of  the  12th  on  board  the  Blue  Wing,  taking  two  8-inch  guns  and  a  field  battery 
with  them,  and  went  up  the  rivet. 

They  left  one  casemate  unfinished  and  an  extensive  range  of  rifle-pits. 

General  Gorman  has  asted  that  one  of  the  vessels  shall  go  up  the  river  with 
a  part  of  his  force,  and  the  other  remain  at  this  place. 
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I  have  ovdered  the  Cincinnati  to  remain  here,  and  shall  go  up  the  river  myself 
thia  afternoon. 

Very  reepeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKEK, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  Stales  Navy. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

'   ^  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Burning  of  theMeama-s  Jacob  Mussbrain  and  Grampus. — Retaliatory 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

January  18,  1863. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  enelose  a  commanication  from  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Joshua  Bishop  in  relation  to  investigations  made  about  the  burning  of 
the  steamers  Jacob  Mussbrain  and  Grampus  above  Memphia- 

I  have  the  hoaoi-  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  yo«r  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Cotu'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Report  of  lAeiilesant  CommaKder  Joshua  Bislicp,  mTitmaniUng  United  Slates  sieamer  General  Bragg^. 

United  States  Steamer  Genbral  Braro, 

Memphis,  January  13,  1863;, 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  I  went  on  board  the  light-draught  gunKoatr 
Linden,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  to  visit  the  place  where  the  Jacob  MnsE-- 
hrain  and  Gi-ampus  were  burned.  The  Linden  had  on  hoard  the  part  of  the - 
89th  re^ment  of  Indiana  volunteers  under  the  command  of  Major  CKtbborly.. 
Proceeded  up  the  river,  passing  by  way  of  Mound  City,  (where  the  steamer- 
Grampus  was  burned;)  anchored  near  Bradley's  landing,  (whore  the  Jacob. 
Mueabrain  was  burned.)  About  10  p.  m.  a  steamer  passed  down,  and  when  a 
short  distance  below  us  a  signal-light  was  shown  on  the  bank ;  the  steamer  blew 
her  whistle  and  made  a  landing.  Perceiving  that  she  was  landing,  I  hailed 
her  with  the  steam-whistle,  which  she  did  not  notice.  Got  under  way,  and  the 
vessel  which  had  left  the  bank  sounded  tlie  whistle  and  fired  a  gun.  After 
chasing  the  vessel  some  distance,  brought  her  to  and  hoarded  her — the  steamer 
Chippeway  Valley  ;  finding  notliing  wrong,  permitted  her  to  proceed  on  down 


1  back  to  Bradley's  landing  and  ancliored.  At  7  a.  m.  got  under 
way  and  landed  at  Bradley's  landing  to  communicate.  Ascertained  that  there 
was  quite  a  force  of  guerillas  in  the  neighborhood ;  that  they  intended  destroy-  - 
ing  steamers ;  that  their  rendezvous  was  at  Mound  City,  Mariwi,  and  Hopefield ; ; 
tliat  a  man  named  Cheek  was  instrumental  in  burning  the  steamers.  At  9  a.  m. . 
left  Bradley's  landing  and  proceeded  to  Mound  City — firing  shells  at  intervals 
into  the  woods,  as  it  was  supposed  there  were  guerillas  thereabouts.  Ati  10  ■ 
a.  ra.  landed  at  Mound  City  and  disembarked  the  troops  ;;  the  infantry  made 
prisoners  of  several  citizens  who  had  heen  harboring  guerillas ;,  set  fire  to  and, 
burned  several  unoccnpied  hooses  belonging  to  Mr.  Check  and  others,  as.  there 
was  evidence  that  they  had  been  lately  occupied. 

The  infantiy  proceeded  by  land  to  Hopefield,  searchinghouses.for.areisj    At- 
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2  p.  m,  landed  at  Hopcfield  and  embarked  the  troops.     Steamed  down  to  Fort 
Pickering  and  disembaj-ked  the  troops. 

The  pickets  exchanged  shots  with  some  mounted  men,  and  a  number  of  shot- 
guns, rifles,  and  revolvers,  &c.,  were  captured. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 

JOSHUA  BISHOP,  ■ 

LimUenant  Commander. 
Lieut.  Com'dr  Thomas  0.  Sklfridge,  U.  S.  N., 

Com'dq  U.  S,  Steamer  Coneatoga,  Senior  Officer,  Mumjthis,  Tenn. 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter's  report  of  eaypeditioa  up  the    White  river. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Jan-uary  20,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  naval  expedition  up  White 
rivet,  under  ihe  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  John  G.  Walker,  was  sne- 
eeasful  in  accomplishing  the  duty  on  which  it  was  sent.  Lieutenant  Commander 
'Walker  pushed  on  to  Duvall's  Bluff  in  the  Baron  de  Kalb,  and  reached  there 
just  as  the  two  8-incli  guns  were  being  placed  on  the  cars  for  Little  Hock.  He 
landed  his  men  and  took  possession  of  all  rebel  property ;  the  rebels  fled.  The 
capture  of  these  guns  makes  it  very  difficult  for  the  rebels  to  defend  the  ap- 
proaches to  Little  Rock,  and  the  State  of  Arkansas  is  completely  in  our  power. 
When  all  the  light-draught  gunboats  join  me  I  will  see  that  the  river  is  kept 
under  surveillance.  *  #  *  «  *  *  * 

I  sent  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  three  swift,  light-draught  vessels  as 
-soon  as  I  could,  and  with  these  and  the  Baron  De  Kalb  he  is  pursuing  the 
iBlue  Wing,  and  any  other  steamers  that  are  there. 

The  Cincinnati  remains  at  St.  Charles  to  guard  the  river  thereabouts.  The 
Baivon  De  Kalb  has  already  ascended  the  White  river  over  three  hundred,  and 
.fifty  miles. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker's  report. 
,1  foe^  leave  to  state  that  all  the  property  that  was  on  boai'd  the  Blue  Wing 
iwLen  ske  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  is  in  our  possession,  excepting  the  mails, 
lit  ..only  remains  to  take  her,  or  have  them  destroy  her.     I  enclose  a  list  of 
prisoneus  captured  and  paroled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com' dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
.Hoa,.!(5iDKoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


tieuleuHji!  Commander  Walker's  report. 

United  States  Gonboat  Baron  Db  Kalb, 

DuBaU's  Blfif,  White  River,  Jamiary  16, 1863. 
:8tR:  ^I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place.     Le«ving  the  trans- 
ports at  Arkapola,  four  miles  below,  I  cleared  for  action  and  steamed  up,  arriving 
.  at  about  3  p„m.     Meeting  with  no  resistance,  I  made  fast  to  the  bank,  and  land- 
ing a  party  took  possession  of  all  the  public  property. 

I  found  two  fine  8-ineh  guns  and  carriages,  about  two  hundred  stand  of  arms, 
vwith  accoutremeate,  and  three  platform  cai-s. 
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The  gune  were  upon  skids,  and  were  being  parhtfcklefi  upon  the  cars,  when 
the  rebels  took  the  alarm  and  fled.  The  supper  for  the  aoldiera  was  cooking 
when  I  arrived,  and  they  left  blankets  and  traps  of  all  kinds  behind.  I  took 
oeven  prisoners,  and  from  them  and  the  negroes  ieamed  that  the  troops  engaged 
in  loading  the  ears  ran  about  fifteen  minutes  before  I  arrived,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  steamer  Blue  Wing  went  up  the  river.  The  guns  and  carriages  are  in 
good  order,  and  many  of  the  small-arms  are  new  Enfield  rifles. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  General  Gomiau'a  troops  I  drew  off  my  men,  and  turned 
over  to  the  army. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER, 

JjieuienanC  Commander, 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  David  D,  Porter, 

Com'dg  Utciled  States  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Results  of  the  White  River  Expedition. 

XJsiiTED  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

January  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  John 
G.  Walker,  in  relation  to  the  winding  np  of  the  White  river  expedition,  which 
was  as  successful  aa  eould  be  desired,  with  the  exception  of  the  recapture  of  the 
Blue  Wing.  The  troops  will  not  move  without  a  gunboat,  and  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Walker  had  to  return  with  them,  much  to  his  and  my  disappointment. 
Every  guu  of  any  importance  has  now  been  captured  or  destroyed  in  Arkan- 
sas; thirteen  (13)  fort  guns  taken  by  the  navy  in  the  defences  or  in  transit, 
and  eighteen  (18)  field-pieces  by  the  army,  which  cut  the  guns  off  at  Tort 
Hindiaan,  in  all  thirty-oue  (31)  guns  and  a  large  amount  of  stores  and  ammuni- 
tion. All  our  vessels  were  much  broken  in  ascending  and  descending  the  narrow 
rivers,  (Arkansas  and  White,)  but  all  hands  are  at  work  repairing  damages,  and 
are  now  ready  to  go  at  anything  when  all  the  army  arrives  here,  and  pronounce 
themselves  ready  for  action. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  performed  the  duty  I  sent  him  on  much  to 
my  satisfaction,  and  deserves  all  the  credit  for  the  capture  of  guns,  other  rebel 
property,  and  prisoners. 

The  army  is  still  lauding.  I  cannot  see,  though,  what  can  possibly  be  done 
by  the  entire  army  lauding  on  the  neck  of  land  opposite  Vicksbut^.  They 
have  no  siege  guns,  except  four,  with  which  I  supplied  them ;  and  a  sudden  rise 
of  water,  overflowing  the  levee,  will  drown  them  all  out,  and  destroy  much  gov- 
ernment property. 

The  naval  vessels,  however,  are  busily  employed,  doing  all  tbey.eau  to  cover 
the  troops,  convoy  them  up  and  down  the  river,  and  guard  those  points  from 
which  guerillas  fire  on  the  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Corrt'dg  Mississippi  Sqiiadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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RefOTt  Cjf  lAeutenani  CoimaandeT  John  G.  Wallter. 

United  States  Gunboat  Baron  De  Eai.b, 

Mississippi  River,  January  22,  1863, 
Sir  :  On  the  18tli  I  received  your  letter,  directing  me,  if  General  Gorman 
would  fumisli  a  detachment  of  troops,  to  push  up  White  river,  and  endeavor  to 
capture  or  destroy  the  Blue  Wing  and  other  steamers,  Gfeneral  Gorman  gave 
me  the  troops,  and  I  was  about  starting',  when  orders  from  Greneralfe  Curtis  and 
Grant  ohligcd  him  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  river,  and  prevented  the  ex- 
pedition. I  therefore  followed  the  transports  down  the  river.  Before  leaving 
Duvall's  Bluff  the  depot  bnilding  and  cars  were  set  on  fire  by  the  troops.  The 
wood  of  which  the  depot  was  huilt  was  green  cypress,  and  covered  with  snow. 
Seeing  that  hut  little  damage  was  likely  to  be  done  by  the  fire,  I  sent  an  ofScer 
and  boat's  crew,  who  cut  away  the  upright  timbers,  and  bending  a  line  to  the 
building,  pulled  it  down  and  burned  it.  At  the  same  time  the  chief  engineer, 
with  a  party  of  men  with  sledges,  broke  the  car  wheels  aad  journals  to  pieces, 
utterly  ruining  them.     The  cars  were  also  burned. 

On  my  way  down  I  remained  at  Clarendon  until  the  cavalry  foi'ce  there  started 
for  Helena,  At  St.  Charles  I  assisted  an  ofScer  of  General  Hovey's  staff  to 
blow  up  the  magazine,  using  the  powder  I  captured  at  Des  Arc,  The  iron  gun- 
sHdes  I  threw  Upon  the  burning  timber  of  the  casemates.  I  believe  everything 
of  use  to  the  enemy  at  St.  Oharlea  that  could  be  desti'oyed  was  destroyed  by 
the  army  or  ourselves. 

Very  reBpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G,  WALKER, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy, 
Actmg  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Additional  report  of '  Acting  Rear'Admiral  Porter. 

Uniteu  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

January  28,  1863. 
Sir;  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my  reports  to  you  that  the  army  had  captured 
eighteen  fitld-pieces  at  Arkansas  Post  on  the  field.  ■   Only  seventeen  guna  were 
captured  in  all,  six  besides  the  guns  in  the  fort,  captured  by  the  navy.     1  was 
misinformed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  POETEK, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Ctnn'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washing/on,  D.  C. 


Expedition  up  the  Cumberland  River. 

Office  of  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  Illinois,  January  31,  1863, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander S.  L.  Phelps,  whom  I  sent  up  the  Cumberland  river,  in  the  United 
States  gunboat  Lexington,  on  special  duty,  to  examine  the  condition  of  that 
river,  and  report  ita  requirements  to  me. 
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The  Lexington  will  be  sent  up  tte  nver  again  to-night,  and  will  be  placed 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Le  Eoy  Fiteh  temporarily.  That 
vessel  had  been  ordered  by  Acting  Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  to  return  to  the 
fleet  in  the  Lower  Mississippi  as  soon  aa  she  had  conveyed  the  prisoners  cap- 
tured at  the  Post  of  Arkansas  to  this  place,  and  had  received  some  necessary 
repairs  here;  but  deeming  that  the  emergency  of  the  case  would  excuse  my  ac- 
tion, and  that  the  telegrams  from  the  department  and  General  Bosecrans  would 
warrant  it,  and  knowing  that  much  time  must  elapse  before  I  could  communi- 
cate with  the  acting  rear-admiral,  and  receive  an  answer,  I  sent  her,  together 
with  the  Silver  Lake,  up  the  Cumberland. 

I  Bhfdl  endeavor,  in  every  way  in  my  power,  to  co-operate  with  the  army,  and 
I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  carry  out  the  directions  of  the  department  and 
acting  rear-admiral  in  regard  thereto  in  every  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Fleet-Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkllf.s, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa$hingion,  D.  C. 


Reparl  a/  Lieuiciianl  Commander  Pkdps. 

Office  of  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  Illinois,  January  30,  1S63. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  up  the  Cumberland  river  with 
the  gunboat  Lexington  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  returned  to  this  place  last 
night.  Meeting  with  a  transport  that  had  been  fired  upon  by  artillery,  twenty 
miles  above  Clarksviile,  I  at  once  went  to  that  point,  and  landing,  burned  a 
storehouse  used  by  the  rebels  as  a  resort  and  cover.  On  leaving  there  to  de- 
scend to  Clarksviile,  where  I  had  passed  a  fleet  of  thirty-one  steamers,  with 
numerous  bailee  in  tow,  convoyed  by  three  light-draught  gunboats,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Fitch,  the  Lexington  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who  had 
two  Parrott  gnus,  and  struck  threo  times,  but  the  rebels  were  quickly  dislodged 
and  dispersed. 

I  then  returned  to  Clarksviile,  and,  agreeable  to  the  arrangement  already  made 
by  Lieutenant  Commander  l^Htch,  left  that  place  at  midnight,  with  the  whole 
fleet  of  boats,  and  reached  Nashville  the  following  night  without  so  much  as  a 
musket^shot  having  been  fired  upon  a  single  vessel  of  the  fleet.  Doubtless  the 
lesson,  of  the  previous  day  had  efiected  this  result. 

From  the  best  information  to  be  had  it  appears  that  the  rebels  had  a  num- 
ber of  guns,  with  a  considerable  covering  force,  extending  along  Harpeth  shoals, 
a  distance  of  some  eight  or  ten  miles.  This  force  can  readily  operate  upon  both 
the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers.  Besides  these  guns,  the  enemy  also  haa 
several  pieces  about  Savannah,  on  the  Tennessee.  No  steamer  should  be  per- 
mitted to  run  on  either  river,  above  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  without  the 
convoy  of  a  gunboat.  Lieutenant  Commander  Pitch  has  not,  at  present,  an 
adequate  force  to  protect  government  transports  upon  the  two  streams,  and  I 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  him  the  Lexington.  Her  heavy  guns 
have  great  effect  with  the  rebels,  and  while  they  will  fire  upon  vessels  immedi- 
ately under  the  howitzers  of  the  light-draught  gunboats,  they  will  not  show 
themselves  where  the  heavier  gunboats  are.     I  have  no  doubl^  with  the  aid  of 
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tlie  Lexington,  Captain  Fitch  will  be  able  efiectually  to  protect  all  the  govern- 
ment vesBels  in  those  rivers, 

I  am,  sir,  reapeotinlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 
LieuttinmiC  Commander. 
Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  N., 

Fleet- Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station,  Cairo,  111. 


Telegram  from  Lievtenant  Commander  Le  Roy  Filch. 

[By  telegraph  from  SmiHifield,  Kentucky,  1853.] 

United  States  Military  Telegraph, 

Cairo,  January  31,  1863, 
The  Robb  joined  me  yesterday  at  this  place.     Kothing  very  serious  up  Ten- 
nessee river.     Have  sent  the  Robb  and  St.  Clair  to  Paducah  to  bring  up  our 
coal  harge. 

The  einall-pox  is  in  that  place.  Have  another  large  convoy  to  take  to  Nash- 
ville, and  one  to  bring  down.  No  danger  of  either  river  being  hlockadcd  by  the 
rebels. 

LE  EOT  FITCH, 

lAeutenaM  Commander. 
Fleet-Captain  A.  M.  Pennock, 

Commandant  of  Naval  Station. 


Passage  of  the   Vicksburg  batteries  iy  the  Queen  of  iJie  West. — Proceedings 
helow  Vichshurg. 

Tazoo  River,  February  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  Ist  February  I  gave  the  follow- 
ing order  to  Colonel  Charles  K,  Ellet,  of  the  ram  fleet. 

This  order  was  carried  out,  excepting  the  destruction  of  the  vessel,  and  we  are 
now  enabled  to  prevent  supplies  reaching  the  enemy  at  Vickshurg  and  Port 
Hudson  by  the  Mississippi  river. 

The  Queen  of  the  West  passed  the  batteries  in  broad  daylight,  instead  of  in 
the  dark,  as  I  intended,  and  received  twelve  shot  and  shell ;  but  as  I  had  ordered 
her  covered  with  two  thicknesses  of  cotton  hales,  no  damage  was  done  to  the 
hull,  though  she  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  all  the  batteries  for  fifty  (50)  minutra. 
Some  of  the  heaviest  shot  struck  her.  My  orders  were  handsomely  and 
gallantly  carried  out,  and  if  the  Vicksburg  was, not  sunk,  it  was  because  of  her 
wide  guards  and  great  strength,  I  have  ordered  the  Queen  of  the  West  to 
proceed  down  as  low  as  Red  river,  to  capture  and  destroy  all  the  rebel  property 
she  may  meet  with.  The  first  fevorahle  opportunity  I  will  re-enforce  her,  and 
if  we  cannot  take  Vicksburg,  the  enemy  will  have  to  evacuate  its  other  points 
on  the  river  for  want  of  supplies  and  ti-ansportation. 

I  send  Colonel  Charles  R,  EHet's  report.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  this 
gallant  and  daring  officer.  I'he  only  trouble  I  have  is  to  hold  him  in  and  keep 
him  out  of  danger ;  he  will  undertake  anything  I  wish  him  to  without  asking 
qnestions,  and  these  are  the  kind  of  men  I  like  to  command.  The  enemy  fired 
over  fifty  (50)  heavy  guns  and  many  field-pieces. 

The  calibre  of  shot  that  struck  the  Queen  of  the  West  was  100-pounder  rifle, 
64-pouuder  solid  and  shell,  50-pounder  shell,  30-pounder  shell,  and  32-pouBder 
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Bmootli-boro.     The  Vicksbnrg  is  in  a  Binking  condition,  and  haa  her  si 
goin^  all  the  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  reapeetfully,  your  obedipnt  Si 

DAVID  D.  POitTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Orders  to  Coload  Ellet. 

Yazoo  River,  Fehruarj/  1,  1863. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Queen  of  tlie  West  to  Vicksbwg,  and  destroy 
the  steiimer  Vicksburg,  lying  off  that  place ;  after  which,  you  will  pinceed  down 
the  river  as  far  as  our  batteries,  below  the  canal,  and  report  to  rae.  In  going 
down  you  will  go  along  under  low  speed,  having  steerage-way  enough,  and 
keeping  close  to  the  right-hand  store  going  down.  Before  you  start,  it  would 
be  better  to  have  a  large  bed  of  coal  in,  bo  that  you  wiU  not  have  to  put  in  freflh 
coal.  The  smoke  might  betray  you.  After  you  have  destroyed  the  steamer, 
go  down  stream,  and  when  clear  of  the  city,  show  three  vertical  lights,  that  our 
batteries  may  not  fire  on  you.  If  you  get  disabled,  drift  down  until  abreast  of 
our  batteries,  and  the  aroall  army  steamer  will  go  to  your  assistance.  Have 
every  light  in  your  ship  put  out  before  you  leave  for  Vicksburg,  except  the 
three  lights  to  be  shown  to  our  batteries,  which  must  be  kept  covered  up.  See 
that  no  lights  show  from  the  stem,  as  you  pass  the  town,  enabling  them  to  rake 
you ;  and  adopt  every  means  of  cpneealment.  The  best  place  to  strike  the 
gteamcr  is  twenty  feet  forward  of  her  wheel.  After  disabling  her  there,  so  that 
iihe  will  sink,  fire  through  her  boilers  and  in  among  her  machinery  as  she  goes 

It  will  not  be  part  of  your  duty  to  save  the  lives  of  those  on  board.  They 
must  look  out  for  themselves,  and  may  think  themselves  lucky  if  they  do  not 
moot  the  same  fate  meted  out  to  the  Harriet  Lane.  Think  of  the  fate  of  that 
vessel  while  performing  your  duty,  and  shout  Harriet  Lane  into  the  ears  of  the 
rebels.  If  you  can  fire  turpentine  balls  from  your  bow  field-pieces  into  the  light 
upper  works,  it  will  make  a  fine  finish  to  the  sinking  part. 

Further  orders  for  duty  to  bo  performed  below  will  De  given  after  your  report. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississij/pi  Squadron. 
Colonel  Chas.  R.  Ellet, 

Ram  Quern  of  the  West. 


S^mrl/rom  Colond  Ellet. 

United  States  Steam  Ram  QuRG^f  of  the  West, 

Below  Vickshurg,  February  2,  1863. 

Admiral  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  started  on  the  Queen  of 
the  West,  at  half  past  four  o'clock  this  morning,  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Vicks- 
burg and  sink  the  rebel  steamer  lying  before  that  city. 

I  discovered  immediately  on  starting  that  the  change  of  the  wheel  from  its 
former  position  t  tl  narr  w  sp  b  h  nd  the  Queen's  bulwark  did  not  permit 
the  boat  to  he  h  dl  d  w  th  fli  t  uracy.  An  hour  or  more  was  spent  in 
rearranging  the  ppa  atu  a  d  wh  n  we  finsdly  rounded  the  point  the  sun  had 
risen,  and  any  1  ta  wh  h  w  uld  have  resulted  from  the  darknesa  was 
lost  to  us. 
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The  rebels  opened  a  heavy  firo  upon  ua  as  we  neared  the  city,  but  we  ■were 
only  Btrnck  three  times  before  reaching  the  steamer.  She  was  lying  in  nearly, 
the  same  positioa  that  the  Arkansas  occupied  when  General  EUet  ran  the  Queen 
into  her  on  a  former  occasion.  The  same  causes  which  prevented  the  detraction 
of  the  Arkansas  then,  saved  the  City  of  Vicksbnrg  this  morning.  Her  position 
was  such  that  if  we  had  run  obliquely  into  her  as  we  came  down,  the  bow  of 
the  Queen  would  inevitably  have  glanced.  We  were  compelled  to  partially 
round  to  in  order  to  strike.  The  consequence  was,  that  at  the  very  moment  of 
collision,  the  current,  very  strong  and  rapid  at  this  point,  caught  the  stern  of 
my  boat,  and,  acting  on  her  bow  as  a  pivot,  swung  her  round  so  rapidly  that 
nearly  all  her  momentum  was  lost.  I  had  anticipated  this  result,  and  therefore 
caused  the  starboard  bow  gun  to  be  shotted  with  three  of  the  incendiary  pro- 
jectiles recommended  in  your  orders.  As  we  swung  round,  Sei^eant  J.  Hi 
Campbell,  detailed  for  the  purpose,  fired  this  gun.  A  sixty-four  pound  shell 
crashed  through  the  barricade  just  before  he  reached  the  spot,  but  he  did  not 
heaitato.  The  discharge  took  place  at  exactly  the  light  moment,  and  set  the 
rebel  steamer  in  flames,  which  they  subsequently  succeeded  in  extinguishing. 

At  this  moment  one  of  the  enemy's  shells  set  the  cotton  near  the  starboard 
wheel  on  fire,  while  the  discharge  of  our  own  gun  ignited  that  portion  which 
was  on  the  bow.  The  flames  spread  rapidly,  and  the  dense  smoke  rolling  into 
the  engine-room  suffocated  the  engineers.  I  saw  that  if  I  attempted  to  run  into 
the  City  of  Vicksbnrg  again,  my  boat  would  certainly  be  burnt.  I  ordered  her 
to  be  headed  down  stream,  and  turned  every  man  to  extinguishing  the  flames. 
Afler  much  exertion  we  finally  put  the  fire  out  by  cutting  the  burning  bales 
loose.  The  enemy  of  course  were  not  idle.  We  were  struck  twelve  times,  but 
though  the  cabin  was  knocked  to  pieces,  no  material  injury  U>  the  boat  or  to  any 
of  those  on  her  was  inflicted. 

About  two  regiments  of  rebel  sharpshooters,  in  rifle-pits,  kept  up  a  continual 
fire,  bnt  did  no  damage.  The  Queen  was  struck  twice  in  the  hull,  but  above 
tiio  water-line.     One  of  our  guns  was  dismounted  and  ruined. 

I  can  only  speak  in  the  highest  tenns  of  the  conduct  of  every  man  on  board. 
All  behaved  with  cool,  determined  courage. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

CHAKLES  RIVERS  ELLET, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Ram  Fleet. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Ar-ting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 


United  States  Mississippi  Suuadron, 

February  2,  1863. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  on  board  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West 
while  running  Uie  batteries  at  Vicksbnrg  to-day : 

Colonel  Charles  Rivers  Ellet,  Captain  E.  W.  Sutherland,  First  Lieutenant 
J.  E.  Tutfle,  Master  Sims  Edison,  Master  J.  C.  Duucau,  Engineer  Reuben 
Townsend. 


Leller  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Forler, 

United  States  Mississippi.  Squadron, 

Mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  February  5,  1863, 
Sir  ;  After  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West  had  "  reported  progress  "  before 
Vicksbnrg,  I  ordered  her  down  the  river  to  sink  and  destroy  all  vessels  she  met 
with.     Colonel  Ellet  returned  this  morning,  passing  the  fort  at  WaiTenton  in 
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broad  daylight,  and  was  hit  several  times.  He  destroyed  below  three  large 
steamers  loaded  with  pork,  Sugar,  molasses,  and  array  snppliea.  He  captured 
five  captains  and  two  lieutenants.  A  number  of  rebel  officers  made  their  escape 
by  jumping  overboard.  Colonel  Ellet  came  within  two  hours  of  catching 
General  Dick  Taylor  with  a  transport  load  of  troops. 

The  Queen  of  the  West  went  ten  miles  up  the  Red  river,  where  there  are 
many  fine  steamers  that  are  supplying  Port  Hudson.  They  will  likely  not 
attempt  to  go  out  while  the  ram  is  about.  She  is  now  out  of  coal,  and  had  to 
return  on  that  account.  I  am  going  to  supply  her,  either  by  drifting  a  barge 
around  at  jiight  or  by  sending  across  the  land. 

Colonel  Bllet  learns  from  the  prisoners  that  General  Baiika  is  Bevon  nules 
from  Port  Hudson.  They  had  a  severe  engagement  a  few  days  ago.  The  rebels 
withdrew  and  went  back  to  the  fort,  and  our  troops  went  baek  to  their  camp 
a  "  drawn  battle,"  I  presume. 

The  ram  took  all  the  vessels  by  surprise ;  the  people  did  not  dream  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind.     If  we  cannot  take  just  now  the  six  miles  of  river  in  front  of 
Vicksburg,  we  can  take  anything  that  steams  upon  that  portion  of  the  Missis- 
sippi between  Vickskui^  and  Port  Hudson. 
Very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wasldngton,  D.  C 


Dirihtr  report  of  Adiag  Rear-Aitiairal  Porter,  ri!a<iiie  lo  the  Qnem  fjf  the  Wtst, 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadboh, 

February  8,  1863. 
SlK :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  tbe  steamer  Vicksburg  was  ao  badly 
injured  by  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West  that  she  has  to  be  kept  afloat  with  large 
coal  barges  fastened  to  her  side.  Her  machinery  has  been  taken  out,  and  she 
will  likely  be  destroyed.  This  is  the  fifth  steamer  we  have  deprived  the  rebels 
of.  The  Vicksburg  was  the  largest  and  strongest  steamer  on  this  river,  and  I 
think  they  were  preparing  to  use  her  against  our  transports,  being  very  fleet. 
Her  wheel  and  guai\iB  were  all  smashed  in,  and  a  large  bole  knocked  in  her 
«ide ;  so  deserters  report. 

Last  night  I  started  a  coal  barge  with  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  coal  in, 
from  the  anchorage  up  river,  to  "  run  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg."  It  had  ten 
miles  to  go  to  reach  the  Queen  of  the  West,  and  arrived  safely  within  ten 
minutes  of  the  time  calculated,  not  having  been  seen  by  the  sentinels.  This 
gives  the  ram  nearly  coal  enough  to  last  a  month,  in  which  time  she  can  conunit 
groat  havoc  if  no  accident  happens  to  her.  '' 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Sguad/ron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Insiruriion)  to  Oolond  EUd. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

February  8,  1863. 
Colonel  :  When  you  have  taken  in  your  eoal  you  will  proceed,  at  night, 
ifter  dark,  with  the  De  Soto  and  tbe  coal  bai^e  down  the  river,  showing  no 
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lights.  Whea  you  get  near  Bed  liver,  wait  antil  daylight,  above  tho  mouth  ; 
fcom  there  you  will  be  able  to  see  the  smoke  of  any  eteamer,  over  tho  trees,  as 
she  cornea  down  Red  river.  When  you  eapttire  them  do  not  burn  thorn  until 
yoa  have  broken  all  the  machinery ;  then  let  go  the  anchors,  and  let  them  burn 
under  yoiu"  own  eyes  at  their  anchors.  There  will  be  no  danger  then  of  any 
part  of  them  floating  down  to  the  enemy. 

There  is  one  vessel,  the  Webb,  that  you  must  look  out  for.  If  you  get  the 
first  crack  at  her  you  will  sink  her,  and  if  she  gets  the  first  crack  at  you  she 
will  sink  you.  My  advice  is  to  put  a  few  cotton  bales  over  your  bow  about 
fifteen  (15)  feet  abaft  the  stem,  and  if  she  strikes  you  there,  there  will  be  no 
harm  done.  It  is  likely  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  board  you ;  if  there  is. 
do  not  open  any  doors  or  ports  to  board  in  return,  but  act  on  the  defensive, 
giving  the  enemy  Bteam  and  ahell.  Do  not  forget  to  wet  yonr  cottoa  before 
going  into  action.  Do  not  lose  sight  of  the  De  Soto,  unless  in  chase,  and  xmder 
circumstances  where  it  will  be  perfectly  safe.  When  your  coal  is  ail  out  of  the 
barge  you  can  take  the  De  Soto  alongside.  Ton  can  help  each  other  along. 
Destroy  her  at  once  when  there  is  the  least  chance  of  her  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  She  is  now,  thongh,  agovernraent  vessel,  and  should  be  brought 
hack  if  possible.  Destroy  all  small  boats  you  meet  with  on  the  river ;  also 
wharf-boats  and  barges.  If  you  have  a  chance,  and  have  plenty  of  coal,  take 
a  look  at  Port  Hudson,  and  give  them  a  few  rifle  shots,  hut  do  not  pass  by. 
Communicate  with  the  squadron  below  by  signal  if  possible.  The  great  object 
is  to  destroy  all  you  can  of  the  enemy's  stores  and  provisions,  and  get  your 
vessel  back  safe.  Pass  all  batteries  at  night.  If  the  canal  is  opened  1  wiil 
koop  you  supplied  with  coal.  Keep  your  pilot-house  well  supplied  with  hand 
grenades,  &e.,  in  case  the  enemy  should  get  on  your  upper  decks.  Do  not  show 
your  colors  along  the  river,  unless  necessary  in  action. 
Very  respeetfiilly, 

DAVID  D.  POETER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Colonel  Cbablbs  R.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Ram  Fleet. 


Eeparls  of  (Monti  ElUt  qf  hii  proctedingi. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  SairADRON, 

February  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  Colonel  EUel's  reports  of  his  pro- 
ceedings down  the  river. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  get  him  off  again  as  soon  as  I  can  get  coal  around  to  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commandiag  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Miss.  Eiveh  Ram  Fleet,  U.  S.  Steam  Ram  Qoekn  op  the  West, 

Below  VicJcshurg,  February  5,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  left  the  landing,  below 
the  cut-off,  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  ad  instant,  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.     At  Warrenton,  a  few  miles  below,  the  enemy  had  two  batteries  of  four 
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pieces  each,  of  which  four  are  twenty-pounder  rifled  guns.     They  opened  upon 
ua  as  we  passed,  but  only  struck  us  twice,  doing  no  injury. 

On  reaching  the  Big  BUck  river  I  attempted  to  aaceud  it,  tut  found  it  im- 
poasible  from  the  narrowness  of  the  stream. 

Passing  it,  we  reached  Natchez  just  at  midnight.  I  landed  at  Vidalia,  on  the 
opposite  shore,  threw  out  some  pickets,  and  went  into  the  village  in  the  hope 
of  picking  up  some  rehel  officers.  There  can  be  no  telegraphic  line  between 
Vicksburg  and  this  point,  for  not  a  word  of  onr  coming  bad  reached  the  place, 
and  the  people  scwcely  knew  who  we  were.  One  rebel,  Colonel  York,  was 
halted,  but  made  so  rapid  a  retreat  that  he  escaped  the  shots  fired  after  him. 

Leaying  this  point,  I  kept  on  down  the  river.  We  passed  Ellis's  cliffs  at 
3  o'clock  a,  m.  There  are  no  fortifications  at  that  or  any  other  point  between 
Warrentoa  and  Port  Hudson. 

We  had  got  about  fifteen  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Eed  river,  when  we  met 
a  side-wheel  sKsamer  coming  up.  Her  pilot  blew  the  whistle  for  the  Queen  to 
take  the  starboard  side,  supposing  her  to  be  a  southern  boat.  Eeceiving  no 
answer,  and  not  liking  the  Queen's  looks,  as  she  bore  straight  down  upon  him, 
Le  ran  his  boat  ashore.  As  we  neared  her,  numei'ous  rebel  officers  sprang  into 
the  water  and  made  their  escape.  She  proved  to  be  the  A.  W.  Baker,  had 
just  dischai^d  her  cargo  at  Port  Hudson,  and  was  returning  for  another.  We 
captured  on  her  five  captains,  two  lieutenants,  and  a  number  of  civilians,  among 
them  seven  or  eight  lades. 

I  had  juat  placed  a  guard  on  the  boat,  when  another  steamer  was  seen  coming 
down  the  river.  A  shot  across  her  bows  brought  her  to.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Moro,  laden  with  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds  of  pork,  nearly  five 
hundred  hogs,  and  a  large  quantity  of  salt,  destined  for  the  rebel  army  at  Port 
Hudson.  I  placed  Captain  Asgill  Connor  in  command  of  the  captured  boats, 
and  as  the  Queen's  supply  of  coal  was  very  lunited,  I  thought  it  best  to  return. 
A  short  distance  above  our  landing  I  destroyed  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  of 
meal,  awaiting  transportation  to  Port  Hudson. 

On  reaching  Eed  river  I  sftipped  at  a  plantation  to  put  ashore  the  ladies,  who 
did  not  wish  to  go  any  further;  I  also. released  the  civilians.  While  doing  so, 
another  steamboat,  the  Berwick  Bay,  came  out  of  Bed  river,  and  was  imme- 
diately seized.  She  was  laden  with  supplies  for  the  rebel  forces  at  Port  Hud- 
son, consisting  of  two  hundred  ban'els  of  molasses,  ten  hogsheads  of  sugar,  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  of  flour.  She  had  also  on  board  forty  bales  of  cotton. 
I  ascended  Red  river  fifteen  nules  in  the  hope  of  getting  some  more  boats, 
but  found  nothing.  Night  came  on  as  we  again  started  on  our  retura,  I  found 
at  once  that  the  progress  of  the  three  prizes  was  so  slow  that  our  short  supply 
of  coal  would  not  permit  us  to  wait  for  them,  I  accordingly  ordered  them  to 
be  set  on  fire.     We  had  not  time  to  transfer  their  cargoes. 

We  met  with  no  interruption  on  our  return  until  we  reached  Warrenton. 
Before  arriving  at  this  point,  I  landed  and  sent  my  prisoners  around  by  land, 
under  a  strong  guard,  to  avoid  exposing  them  to  the  enemy's  fire. 

On  passing  Warrenton  we  found  that  another  battery  had  been  erected  there, 
aud  the  three  combined  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  upon  us.     They  strack  us 
several  times,  but  did  no  damage  worth  mentioning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  BIVERS  ELLET, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Ram  Fleet. 
David  D.  Porter, 

AcMng  Hear- Admiral,  Cotn'dg  Mississijipi  Squadron. 
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Unitbo  States  Ram  Queen  of  the  Wgst, 

Below  Vickshurg,  February  8,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that  the  coal  barge  reached  me 
in  good  condition  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock  last  night,     I  secured  it  without 
difficulty,  and  removed  it  this  morning  into  the  slough,  where  it  is  entirely  out 
of  danger  from  the  enemy's  shot.     I  shall  coal  immediately. 

I  have  mounted  one  of  the  thirty-ponader  Parrott  guns  on  the  De  Soto, 
1  tope  to  be  able  to  procure  cotton  enough  down  the  river  to  thoroughly 
protect  her. 

Very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  RIVERS  ELLET, 

Colonel,  Cotntaanding  Ram  Fleet. 
David  D,  Portee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Approaches  and  defim 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

February  1,  1863. 

Sir  1  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  chart  of  the  approaches  and  defences 
of  Viekaburg,  as  far  as  we  can  dotect  tbem  ;  the  nnmher  of  guna  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained,  though  we  know  of  over  fifty  of  heavy  cahbre.  This  chart 
has  been  made  by  Messrs.  Strauss  and  Fendall,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  is  the 
best  and  most  accurate  one  coastructed. 

The  rebels  at  Vickehurg  were  very  amicable  in  permitting  the  two  above- 
mentioned  gentlemen  to  prosecute  their  labors  unmolested,  having  fired  at  them 
particularly  only  once,  while  they  fired  on  the  army  surveyors  constantly. 

On  one  occasion  an  officer  from  the  rebel  side  came  over  in  a  boat,  and,  with- 
out landing,  inquired  what  our  party  were  about  with  that  table,  (meaning  the 
plane  table.)  He  was  told  to  come  on  shore  and  see,  which  he  declined  doing. 
Still  the  rebels  did  not  molest  ua,  though  only  750  yards  from  ua. 

This  enabled  the  party  to  get  the  heights  of  hills,  prominent  buildings,  shape 
of  forts,  and,  in  fact,  everything  but  the  guns,  which  are  so  completely  covered 
that  it  is  impossible  to  make  them  out. 

On  the  morning  when  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West  went  by  the  batteries,  I 
had  officers  stationed  all  along  to  note  the  places  where  guna  were  fired  from, 
and  they  were  tjuite  stirpriaed  to  find  them  firing  from  spots  where  there  were 
no  indications  whatever  of  any  guns  before. 

The  shots  came  from  banks,  gulleys,  from  railroad  depots,  from  clumps  of 
bushes,  and  from  hill-tops  two  hundred  feet  high.  A  better  system  of  defence 
was  never  devised. 

Vicksburg  was  by  nature  the  strongest  place  on  the  river,  but  art  has  made 
it  impregnable  against  floating  batteries — not  that  the  number  of  guns  is  formi- 
dable, but  the  rebels  have  placed  them  out  of  our  reach,  and  can  shift  them  from 
place  to  place,  in  case  we  should  happen  to  annoy  them  (the  most  we  can  do) 
in  their  earthworks. 

In  a  report  I  made  to  the  department  while  attached  to  the  mortar  flotilla,  I 
remarked  "  that  the  navy  could  silence  the  water  batteries  whenever  it  pleased, 
but  that  the  taking  of  Vicksburg  was  an  army  affair  altogether,"  and  it  would 
have  to  be  taken  by  troops.  At  that  time  it  mounted  twenty  guns,  all  told, 
scattered  along  as  they  are  now,  and  ten  thousand  men  eoald  have  marched 
right  into  it  without  opposition. 
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Wlien  Admiral  Farragut'e  fleet  first  Trent  thwe,  Vicksburg  liad  mouated  five 
guns,  and  three  thousand  men  might  have  taken  it  with  ease.  Even  as  late  as 
six  montlia  hack  no  extra  defences  were  put  on  at  Viekaburg,  or  on  the  Yaaoo, 
and  our  gunboats  went  sixty  miles  up  that  river  (which  tLey  whould  never  have 
left)  without  molestation.  The  long-talked-of  expedition  for  the  capture  of 
Vicksburg,  and  the  various  plans  that  were  expressed  by  our  treacherous  preas, 
gave  the  rebels  warning,  and  before  I  came  into  these  waters  Vickshur^  was 
inaccessible  in  ftront,  and  unapproachable  by  the  Taaoo,  on  account  of  the 
strength  and  position  of  their  batteries. 

The  people  in  Vickshnrg  are  the  only  ones  who  have,  as  yet,  hit  apon  the 
method  of  defending  themselves  against  our  gunboats,  viz  :  not  erecting  water 
batteries,  and  placing  the  guns  some  diatance  back  from  the  water,  whore  they 
can  throw  a  plunging  shot  which  none  of  onr  iron-clads  could  stand. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  show  the  department  that  there  is  no  possible  hope 
of  any  success  against  Vicksbnrg  by  a  gunboat  attack,  or  without  an  investment 
in  the  roar  of  the  city  by  a  large  army.  We  can,  perhaps,  destroy  the  city  and 
public  buOdings,  but  that  brings  us  no  nearer  the  desired  point  (the  opening  of 
the  Mississippi)  than  we' are  now,  and  would  likely  put  out  the  little  spark  of 
Union  feeling  still  existing  in  Vicksburg, 

The  attack  of  the  army  having  failed  at  the  enemy's  weakest  point,  for  want 
of  nerve  in  the  leader  of  a,  brigade,  the  next  thing  to  be  done  is  to  attack  them 
at  some  unsuspected  point.  The  canal  is  a  failure,  and  not  even  practicable,  as 
yet,  for  taking  through  a  coal  barge,  and  the  army  (in  daily  danger  of  having 
it  burst  its  frail  embankments)  have  wiaely  retreated  to  higher  ground,  leaving 
the  enemy  still  in  wonder  at  their  eccentric  movements.  In  the  mean  time 
Gfeneral  Grant  and  myself  have  been  atudying  maps,  and  consulting  ahoat  what 
ia  the  best  course  to  pursue.  1  sent  down  the  ram  as  a  diversion,  to  cut  off  the 
enemy's  snpplies  here,  and  at  Port  Hudson;  the  result  has  met  my  mast 
sanguine  expectations.  Over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property 
was  captured  and  destroyed,  amongst  it  many  supplies  for  the  rebel  army  at 
Port  Hudson.  At  present  we  command  the  Mississippi,  and  the  first  step  towards 
the  evaeuation  of  the  stronghold  has  been  adopted.  After  that.  Gieneral  Gtrant 
proposes  to  cut  a  caual  into  Lake  Providence.  This  lake  communicates  with 
the  Tensas  river,  a  deep  stream,  and  the  Tensas  runs  into  the  Washita,  which 
empties  into  the  Red  river,  near  the  month  of  the  latter.  The  canal  ia  not  yet 
finished,  and  what  the  result  will  be  no  one  can  foresee.  Some  think  that  the 
great  rush  of  the  Mississippi  will  clear  away  everything  before  it,  and  the  Tensas 
river  become  a  fine  navigable  stream  for  the  largest  steamers :  it  is  now  capable 
of  passing  medium-size  steamers  ;  at  all  events  it  will  give  us  the  command  of 
Ked  river,  and  cut  off  all  supplies  from  that  quarter;  the  resalt  no  one  can 
calculate. 

While  Grcneral  Grant  was  cutting  his  canal  at  Lake  Providence,  I  proposed 
cutting  away  the  levee,  at  a  place  called  Delta,  near  Helena,  into  Old  Xazoo 
Paaa ;  and  General  Grant  sending  a  detachment  of  diggers,  I  sent  the  Forest 
Rose  up  to  enter  the  channel,  when  it  should  be  cut  out ;  this  used  to  be  the  main 
way  to  Tazoo  city,  and  the  rivers  Tallahatchie  and  Yallabusha,  before  the 
southern  railroad  was  built,  and  it  was  closed  ap  to  reclaim  some  millions  of 
acres  of  land  that  laid  useless.  It  leads  into  the  Tallahatchie  river,  and  thi-ough 
it  we  command  the  heart  of  the  Mississippi,  and  all  the  resources  of  the  enemy 
around  Vicksburg. 

The  levee  was  cut,  and  the  water  rushed  in  with  such  force,  sweeping  every- 
thing before  it,  that  it  at  once  cut  a  channel  eighty  yards  wide,  and  at  last 
accounts  the  water  was  sweeping  everything  before  it.  It  will  take  some  days, 
for  the  water  to  reach  its  level,  having  a  fall  of  nine  feet ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
I  have  fitted  out  a  force  of  five  light- draughts,  and  the  iron-clad  Ohillicothe,  to 
go  through  and  take  the  enemy  by  surprise.     The  commander  of  the  expedition, 
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Lieutenant  Commander  Watson  Sniitt,  has  instructions  to  destroy  all  the  moanB 
of  transportation  the  enemy  has,  destroy  all  gunhoats  and  raras,  and  break  up 
the  bridges  over  the  Tallahatchie  and  Yallabusha. 

If  this  expedition  is  successful  in  getting  through.  General  Grant  wiU  follow 
with  his  aiTDy,  and  Vickaburg  attacked  in  the  rear,  in  a  manner  not  likely 
dreamed  of;  the  troops  at  Vicksburg  will  be  obliged  to  evacuate,  as  they  have 
heretofore  done  othei-  strongholds ;  that  accompliahed.  Port  Hudson  must  fall, 
and  if  I  have  the  gunboats  I  could  keep  the  river  open. 

By  looking  over  the  map  of  Mississippi,  you  will  perceive  the  importance  of 
this  move,  if  successful ;  if  it  is  not,  it  will  overflow  a  large  tract  of  country  fi-om 
which  the  rebels  draw  their  supplies. 

I  am  trying  to  get  coal  to  Colonel  EUet,  that  he  may  continue  his  attacks  on 
the  enemy  below,  and  in  the  Sed  river,  before  they  can  wake  up  from  their 
astonishment  at  Lis  first  appearance. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  you,  sir,  a  fair  account  of  the  situation  here,  that 
you  may  not  expect  too  much  from  the  present  fleet.  What  it  is  possible  to  do, 
will  be  done.  My  main  object  ia  to  meet  with  no  defeats,  and  I  shall  undertake 
nothing  where  there  ia  no  chance  of  success. 

A  defeat  of  the  navy  on  this  river  would  be  considered  a  calamity,  but  the 
werld  will  not  blame  us  for  waiting  until  we  are  perfectly  prepared. 

So  many  of  my  men's  time  is  out,  and  the  vessels  being  leaa  than  half  manned, 
I  applied  to  General  Grant  for  a  regiment  of  soldiera,  which  he  has  promised 
me,  to  be  detailed  for  detached  service.  This  makes  us  comfortable  again, 
I  hope  it  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  department.  It  will  take  a  conple 
of  weeks  to  break  them  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Aclmg  Rear-Admiral,  Cem'dg  Mississippi  i 

Hon.  GiDEOM  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WasJiington,  D.  C. 


Attack  on  the  reieU  at  Dover,  Tt 

No.  14.]  Office  Mississippi  SQirAOBoN, 

Cairo,  Illinois,  February  9,  18G3. 
SiK  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  Le  Koy  Fitch,  United  States  navy,  giving  his  account  of  his  attack 
on  the  rebels  who  had  surrounded  and  wore  attacking  the  post  at  Dover,  Ten- 
nessee. I  had  been  informed  that  the  enemy  were  attacking  that  post,  bnt  I 
felt  no  uneasiness  in  regard  to  the  result,  for  I  was  aure  that  the  gunboats  were 
near  Fort  Donelson,  and  that  Lieutenant  Commander  Fitch  would  hasten  with 
them  to  the  rescue  of  those  who  were  so  gallantly  defending  it  against  a  very 
superior  force. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  .respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Fleet  Captain  and  CammaniJ^nt  of  Station, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WasJiington,  D.  C. 
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Eipori  fioin,  Lieuknant  Oommander  Le  Boy  Filch, 


United  States  Gunboat  Faibplay, 

OJ'  Dover,  Tennessee,  February  4,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  Sd  instaiit  I  left  Smithland, 
Kentucky,  with  a  fleet  of  transports  and  the  gunboats  Lexington,  Fairplay,  St. 
Clear,  Briliiant,  Both,  and  Silver  Lake,  aa  convoy  up  the  Oumherlasd  river. 

When  about  twenty-four  miles  below  Dover  I  met  the  steamer  Wild  Cat  with 
a  mesBage  from  Colonel  Harding,  commandant  of  tlie  post  at  Dover,  informing 
me  that  his  pickets  had  been  driven  in,  and  that  he  was  attacked  in  force.  I 
immediately  left  the  transports  and  m^de  signals  to  the  gunboats  to  follow  on 
up  as  fast  as  possible.  A  short  distance  below  the  town  I  met  another  steamer, 
bringing  the  intelligence  that  the  place  was  entirely  suiTounded.  Pushing  on 
up  with  all  possible  speed,  I  arrived  here  ahout  8  p.  m.,  and  found  Colonel 
Harding's  force  out  of  ammunition  and  entirely  surrounded  by  the  rebels  in 
overwhelming  numbers,  but  still  holding  them  in  check. 

The  enemy  not  expecting  gunboats,  had  unwisely  posted  the  main  body  of 
his  army  in  line  of  battle  in  the  graveyard  at  the  west  ead  of  the  town,  with  his 
left  wing  resting  in  a  ravine  that  led  down  to  the  river,  giving  us  a  chance  to 
throw  a  raking  five  along  his  lines,  Sininltaneously  the  guoboats  opened  fire 
up  this  ravine,  into  the  graveyard,  and  over  iuto  the  valley  beyond,  where  the  ■ 
enemy  bad  horses  hitched,  and,  most  probably,  kept  his  reserve.  The  rebels 
"were  so  much  taken  by  sarprise  that  they  did  not  even  fire  a  shot,  but  immedi- 
ately commenced  retreating.  So  well  directed  was  our  fire  on  them,  tliat  they 
could  not  even  carry  off  a  caisson  that  they  had  captured  from  our  forces,  hut 
were  compelled  to  abandon  it,  after  two  fruitless  attempts  to  destroy  it  by  fire. 
After  having  dispersed  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  I  stationed  the  Robb  and 
Silver  I/ake  below  the  town  to  throw  shell  up  the  ravine  and  prevent  the  rebels 
from  returning  to  carry  off  the  wounded,  while  the  Lexington,  Fairplay,  St. 
Clair,  and  Brilliant  went  above,  and  shelled  the  roads  leading  out  to  the  eastward. 
Supposing  the  retreating  forces  would  follow  the  river  for  a  short  distance,  I 
sent  the  Lexingtoa  and  St.  Olatr  on  up  to  shell  the  woods,  harass  and  annoy 
them  as  much  as  poraible,  while  this  boat  aad  the  Brilliant  lay  opposite  the  up- 
per ravine  and  threw  shells  up  the  road.  About  10  p.  m.  we  ceased  firing,  with 
the  exception  of  now  and  then  a  random  shell  up  the  roads.  At  11  p.  m.,  leam- 
iog  from  Colonel  Harding  that  the  enemy  had  entirely  disappeared,  we  ceased 
firing  and  took  position  to  guard  the  roads  approaching  the  town. 

Although  much  of  our  firing  was  at  random,  we  have  the  gratification  of 
knowing  that  scarcely  a  projecljle  went  amiss,  and  that  out  of  140  buried  to-day, 
the  gunboats  can  claim  their  share.  Even  when  the  Lexington  and  St.  Clair 
went  above,  many  of  their  shells  fell  right  in  the  midst  of  tJie  ^treating  rebels, 
killing  and  wounding  many. 

It  is  reported  that  the  attacking  force  numbered  some  4,S00,  with  eight  pieces 
of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Wheeler,  Brigadier  Generals 
Forrest  and  Wharton.  It  ia  certainly  very  gratifying  to  us  to  know  that  this 
entire  force  was  cut  up,  routed,  and  despoiled  of  its  prey  by  the  timely  arrival 
of  the  gunboats,  and  that  Colonel  Harding  and  his  gallant  little  band  were 
spared  to  wear  the  honors  they  have  so  fairly  won. 

At  first  I  regretted  that  I  was  not  here  with  the  gunboats  sooner,  but,  upon 
reflection,  I  do  not  think  I  could  better  have  arranged  the  time,  had  it  been  in 
my  power.  Had  we  been  here  before  Wheeler  he  would  not  have  made  the 
attack,  but,  most  probably,  would  have  marched  oa  Fort  Henry.  Had  we  ar- 
rived during  the  day  he  would  have  seen  our  strength,  and  would  have  retreated 
with  but  little  loss.  Arriving  as  we  did,  after  dark,  and  when  he  least  expected 
Tis,  and  was  so  sanguine  of  success,  we  caught  his  forces  arranged  in  the  most 
favorable  posiLion  to  receive  a  raking  fire  from  our  guns. 

i.,Chh>;[c 
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Tlie  officers  and  men  were  very  glad  to  have  a  shot  at  tliese  river  infestera, 
iind  only  regret  that  they  did  not  remain  within  reach  of  our  guna  a  little  longer. 
As  it  ia,  they  claim  the  honor  of  dispersing  them  and  saving  Fort  Doneleon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LE  EOT  FITOH,  Lieut.  Commander. 
Pleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  N.,    ■ 

Commandant  of  Naval  Station,  Cairo,  Illinois. 


Passage  of  tlie  Yiclishurg  batteries  hy  the  Indianola. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

February  14,  1863. 
Sir;  I  ordered  the  Indianola,  Lientenant  Commander  George  Brown,  down 
the  river,  and  she  ran  the  batteries  last  night  under  a  heavy  fire,  without,  I  be- 
lieve, i-ccciving  any  damage.  She  cai-i'ied  with  her  two  coal  barges,  enough 
to  last  two  months.  This  gives  us  entire  control  of  tlie  Mississippi,  except  at 
Vicksbm^  and  Fori  Hudson,  and  cuts  off  all  the  supplies  and  troops  from  Texas. 
We  have  below  now  two  Xl-inch  guns,  two  IX-ineh  guns,  two  30-pounder  rifles, 
sis  12-pounder3,  and  thi-ee  vessels.  They  have  orders  to  bum,  sink,  and  de- 
stroy. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  instntctione  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Brown,  and 
have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POItTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admirat,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  G-iDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


[StJ'ictlj  confidential.] 
Instmclions  to  Lieutenant  Gommandei'  George  Brown, 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

February  12,  1863. 
Silt:  Ton  will  take  two  coal  barges  alongside,  that  have  been  somewhat 
lightened  of  coal,  and  stand  by  to  ran  past  the  batterfes  at  Vieksburg,  and  join 
the  vessels  below.  The  object  iu  sending  yoa  is  to  protect  the  ram  Queen  of  the 
West  and  the  De  Soto  against  the  Webb,  the  enemy's  ram ;  she  will  not  attack 
you  both.  I  do  not  wish  yon  togo  below  Red  i-iver,  but  to  remain  there  while 
Colonel  EUet  reconnoitres  Port  Hudson,  and  prevent  fais  being  taken  by  vessels 
from  Bed  river.  Keep  your  guns  loaded  with  solid  shot,  or,  if  you  are  at- 
tacked by  vessels  protected  with  cotton  bales,  fire  shrapnell,  which  are  good 
incendiaiy  shell.  If  you  can  capture  a  good  steamer,  1  want  you  to  keep  her. 
Go  to  Jeff.  Davis's  plantation,  and  his  brother  Joe's,  and  load  up  said  steamer 
with  all  the  cottou  you  can  find,  and  the  beet  single  male  negroes.  If  you  can- 
not get  cotton  enough  to  protect  the  steamer  you  capture,  obtfun  it  at  Acklen'e 
landing,  and  when  you  have  filled  the  priae  up  with  as  much  as  she  will  carry 
and  make  good  speed,  send  her  up  to  run  the  batteries  and  join  me  here.  To 
do  this  daub  over  her  white  paint  with  mud,  so  that  she  cannot  be  seen  in  the 
dark.  Dispose  the  cotton  bags  ao  that  eveiythiag  is  weU  protected,  and  no 
light  can  possibly  show  in  any  part  of  the  boat.  You  must  select  dait  and 
rainy  nights  for  running  the  blockade,  and  don't  show  yourself  below  Warren- 
ton  as  yon  come  up.  After  you  pass  the  batteries  at  Vickaburg  show  two  red 
lights  ou  your  bow,  that  our  people  at  the  canal  may  know  yon.   If  yoi 
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damage  from  tlie  batteriea  send  me  a  eliort  report  from  the  other  side,  and  go  on 
with  eai'e  until  you  are  the  other  side  (some  distance)  of  Warrentoa ;  lay  by  there 
until  tLe  moon  is  up  and  proceed  to  Red  river.  When  the  Queen  of  the  West 
returns,  Colonel  Eilet  and  yourself  will  go  np  Sed  river  {provided  you  canget 
good  pilots)  and  destroy  all  you  meet  w  h  nth  ha^  f  n  my's  stores.  This 
part  must  be  left  to  your  discretion    Ell  t  and  j  if  w  II  consult  togetlier 

what  is  best  to  be  done;  and  whatev  y  unl  t  k  t  y  and  have  no  failure. 
When  you  have  not  means  of  certa  n    u  u  d    tat    n  thing ;  a  failure  ia 

equal  to  a  defeat.     Never  leave  you        al  h  nj     t    t  d  by  the  De  Soto, 

and  never  leave  her  between  you  and  th  n  my  D  n  t  f  get  that  I  had  yonr 
vessel  strengthened  to  perform  the  pait  of  a  lam — don  t  hesitate  to  run  anything 
down.  When  yon  have  emptied  the  coal  barges,  either  destroy  them,  so  that 
the  enemy  cannot  possibly  use  them,  or  fill  them  with  cotton  and  bring  them 
back.  Make  year  calcnlations  to  get  back  here  witli  plenty  of  coal  on  board. 
Tell  Colonel  EUet  when  he  gets  to  Port  Hudson  to  send  a  communication  in  a 
baiTel,  (ban-el  to  be  marked  "Essex,")  and  tell  the  commander,  in  said  eom- 
munication,  that  I  direct  him  to  pass  Port  Hudson  in  a  dark  night  and  join  the 
vessels  above.  Have  your  casemates  and  sides  well  covered  with  tallow  and 
slush  before  you  start. 

Very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  POETEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commander  GrEOltoB  Brown,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Indianola,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieulenaiil  Commander  George  Brown. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadeon, 

Yazoo  River,  February  24,  1863. 
Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  communication  from  Lieutenant 
Commander  George  Brown.     We  still  hold  the  mouth  of  Bed  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEU, 
Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Hie  Navy,  WasJdngtiin,  D.  C, 


Umted  States  Stbambh  Indianola, 
Mouth  of  Red  River,  February  18,  1863. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  written  instructions, 
I  left  the  anchorage  in  the  Yaaoo  river  at  10.15  p.  m,  on  the  18th  instant,  hav- 
ing in  tow  two  barges  of  coal  containing  about  seven  thousand  bushels  each. 
The  weather  was  all  I  could  desire.  At  11.10  p.  m.  I  was  abreast  of  the  upper 
batteries,  which  did  not  open  fire;  the  rebel  lookouts  at  those  battei'ies  could 
not  have  seen  us.  The  first  gun  that  was  fired  at  us  was  at  11.22  p.  m.,  from  a 
battery  abreast  the  point. 

At  this  time  we  were  running  very  slowly,  but  at  once  started  at  full  speed; 
other  guns  opened  on  us  in  very  quick  succession,  and  rockets  were  sent  up  at 
the  upper  batteries.  At  11.41  p.  m.  the  last  gun  was  fired.  Eighteen  guna 
were  filled  at  us  in  the  space  of  nineteen  minutes,  none  of  which  struck  us. 
They  were  generally  good  line  shots,  but  all  passed  over  iis.  Every  shot  came 
fi-om  abaft  the  beam.  When  abreast  of  the  lower  end  of  the  canal  I  showed 
two  red  lights  on  the  starboard  side.  At  Warrenton  two  musket  shots  were 
fired  at  us.     At  1  a.  m.  on  the  14th  instant  we  anchored  about(  four  mileB  below 
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"VVarrenton.  At  5.20  a.  m.  we  got  untler  way  and  proceeded  slowly  down  the 
river.  Notliiog  of  importance  toauspired  until  the  moraing  of  the  16th,  being 
at  anchor  about  eight  (S)  mUea  below  Natchez,  when  a  steamboat  was  heard 
approaching  from  helow.  I  got  under  way  at  once  and  stood  across  the  river, 
when  the  fog  lifted,  and  I  made  the  Btoamboat  Era,  No.  5 ;  I  hailed  her  and 
learned  that  she  wae  in  charge  of  Oolonel  EUet,  having  on  board  the  few  officers 
and  men  who  were  saved  from  the  Queen  of  the  Wrat,  The  pai-ticulars  of  her 
capture  will  be  reported  to  you  by  Colonel  Ellet, 

I  again  anchored,  and,  after  consulting  with  Colonel  Ellet,  concluded  to  pro- 
ceed on  down  the  river  as  soon  as  the  Era  could  be  put  in  ranniug  order.  At 
4,30  p.m.  we  stai-ted  down,  the  Era  ahead.  At  5.10  a  steamer  was  seen  abreast 
of  Ellis's  CliiF,  which  I  at  once  reeognized  as  being  the  rebel  gunboat  Webb. 
At  the  same  time  the  Em's  whistle  was  blown,  indicating  that  she  saw  danger 
ahead.  I  cleared  for  action,  and  was  going  ahead  at  full  speed,  when  the  Webb 
turned  and  started  down.  I  fired  two  11-inch  shot  at  her,  both  of  which  were 
good  line  shots;  one  struck  within  at  least  fifty  yards  of  hei-.  Both  guua  had 
all  the  elevation  that  the  port  would  admit  of.  The  Webb  at  this  time  was 
making  most  excellent  speed,  and  soon  disappeai-ed  behind  the  point.  As  we 
ronnded  the  point  the  fog  set  in  so  thick  that  not  even  her  smoke  could  be  seen. 
On  account  of  the  dense  fog  we  anchored  for  the  night  tinder  Glasscock's  island. 
Thinking  it  probable  the  Webb  might  get  ashore  in  the  fog,  and  knowing  that 
if  she  did  we  wonld  drift  by  her  without  seeing  her,  I  thought  it  best  to  remain 
at  anchor  until  I  could  run  with  safety,  and  be  certain  of  seeing  eTerything  on 
either  side  of  the  bank  as  we  passed.  At  1  p.  m.  on  the  17th  instant,  the  fog 
lighting  up,  we  got  under  way  and  proceeded  on  down  the  river  as  far  as  the 
montli  of  Eed  river,  opposite  which  place  we  anchored  at  about  3  p.  m.  I  sent 
on  shore  for  Colonel  Aeklen,  who  informed  me  that  three  boats  had  accompanied 
the  Webb  in  chase  of  Colonel  Ellet,  but  that  they  had  all  turned  back  and  gone 
up  Sed  river.  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Lovell,  who  commanded  the  Webb 
and  the  expedition,  said  that  he  would  make  a  stand  at  Norman's  landing, 
where  he  could  have  the  assistance  of  the  fort  at  that  place.  I  was  also  infoi-med 
that  the  Queen  of  the  West  has  been  hauled  ofi'  and  towed  up  to  Norman's 
(sometimes  called  Gordon's)  landing ;  that  she  was  injured  only  in  her  steam 
and  escape  pipes,  which  could  easily  be  repaired.  That  the  rebels  will  make 
use  of  her  to  attack  us  I  do  not  doubt,  but  I  feel  prepared  to  meet  both  the 
Queen  and  the  Webb.  A  deserter  from  the  Webb  reports  that  she  has  no  iron 
en  her  bow,  but  that  the  machinery  below  the  spar  deck  is  well  protected  by 
cotton.  On  account  of  her  walking-beams,  which  are  not  at  all  protected,  she 
will  not  come  within  close  range  of  our  guns. 

Two  boats  are  being  fitted  up  with  cotton  at  Port  Hudson — for  what  particu- 
lar service  I  am  unable  to  learn. 

My  only  trouble  is  to  look  out  for  the  coal  barges,  which  I  can  tow  up  stream 
at  a  slow  rate,  and  I  cannot  run  the  risk  of  losing  sight  of  them,  unless  in  case 
of  some  pressing  emergency.  I  keep  the  coal-bunkers  full  at  all  times,  so  that 
in  the  event  of  my  losing  ijie  barges  we  will  have  plenty  of  coal  to  take  us  to 
Vicksburg.  Colonel  Ellet  thinks. that  it  is  important  that  he  should  go  up  the 
river  at  once  and  commimicate  with  you;  I  am  convinced  that  I  can  remain 
alone  in  this  vicinity  for  some  time,  but  at  the  same  time  1  consider  it  important 
that  there  should  be  at  least  one  other  serviceable  vessel  with  me. 

If  the  liver  rises  one  foot  more,  of  which  there  is  a  strong  probability.  Port 
Hudson  will  be  unapproachable  by  land ;  so  you  can  readily  understand  the 
importance  of  the  stoppage  of  all  river  communication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  BEOWN, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy. 

Acting  Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbu, 

ComTnunding  Mississijipi  Squadron,  Yazoo  Rieer.  i,  CjOOQIc 
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Loss  oftha  United  Stales  steamer  Glide. 

United  States  Mississippi  SafJADEON, 

Febrmry  13,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  repoits  of  Captiin  A.  M.  Peniiock  and  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant Selim  E.  Woodworth,  in  lelation  to  the  burning  of  the  Glide;  and  also 
enclose  general  orders,  showing  that  I  omitt-ed  no  precaution  against  fire  pre- 
vioua  to  my  leaving  Cairo. 

I  have  oi-dered  an  investigation  of  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  'very  icpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admn al.  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  G-TDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  TVasIimgton,  D.  C 


Report  of  Fled  Gaptain  Pennock. 

Office  op  the  Mrssissrppi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  Illinois,  February  7,  1863, 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  at  about  5.20  o'clock  thia  morn- 
ing the  gunboat  Glide  was  reported  to  be  on  fire.  On  my  arrival  at  the  place 
where  she  was  moored,  (between  the  inspection  boat  and  the  Greneral  Price,  at 
the  stern  of  the  wharf  boat,)  I  foniid  that  she  was  on  fire  in  the  fore  hold. 
Every  exertion  was  made  by  her  commander,  officers,  and  crew,  and  those 
attached  to  the  Eastport  and  to  thia  station,  to  extinguish  the  fire;  but  finding 
that  their  efforts  wei'e  of  no  avail,  and  that  the  fire  was  gaining,  and  fearing 
that  it  would  be  communicated  to  the  Abraham  and  General  Price,  I  directed 
that  a  bow-line  be  veered  away  until  her  bow  was  clear  of  the  stern  of  the 
Price,  and  when  it  was  cast  off,  a  tug  canted  lier  and  towed  her  out  into  the 
strength  of  the  current.  Afl:er  burning  some  time,  she  grounded  about  two 
mOes  below,  on  the  Kentucky  shore.  I  think  that  her  guua  and  machinery 
will  be  saved. 

It  ia  reported  that  two  contrabands  were  lost. 

The  cause  of  the  fire  is  not  known;  but  I  shall  have  the  whole  matter 
thoroughly  investigated,  the  residt  of  which  will  be  reported  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Fleet  Captain  and  Commander  of  Station. 
Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Sqvadron. 

P.  S, — Captain  Woodworth's  report  will  be  fonvarded  to  you  aa  soon  as  pos- 
sible.    The  officers  and  ci-ew  have  lost  eveiything  they  possesaed. 


Report  qf  Adiiy  Yolmiifer  Lkuknant  S,  E.  WooAwwIh. 

Cairo,  Illinois,  February  t.  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Glide  by 
fire,  late  under  my  command. 

Although  having  asstimed  cbai-ge  of  the  General  Price,  I  still  retained  my 
quarters  on  boai-d  the  Glide,  she  lying  alongside. 

Mr.  Dablgren  had  taken  charge  of  her  outfits  and  equipmenta  as  executive 
officer  in  command. 


oyGoo'^le 


AEMOKED   VESSELS.  455 

About  5.15  this  morning  I  was  aroused  hj  the  ringing  of  the  fiie-bell  on  tlie 
naval  depot  wharf  boat;  bat  not  seeing  any  light  or  smoke  when  I  looked  out, 
eappoaed  the  alarm  proceeded  from  fire  in  town.  I  dressed  myself  with  aU 
liaate,  and  proceeded  to  tbe  forward  part  of  the  boat  to  call  the  officers  and 
crew,  wben  I  discovered  smoke  proceeding  from  the  iire-scuttle  and  forward 
hatches,  they  having  been  forced  open  by  Mr.  Dahlgren,  who  'was  already 
engaged,  witJi  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Glide,  in  drawing  and  passing  water, 
and  making  eveiy  exertion  to  extinguish  the  iire.  I  at  once  started  with  some 
contrabands  to  drown  the  magazines,  but  they  were  not  fitted  with  bilge  cocks, 
and  we  could  only  introduce  water  in  them  through  tlie  hatches  with  buckets. 

Captain  Penaock  was  on  hand  with  a  strong  force  of  officers  and  laborers, 
and  made  every  exertion,  with  such  facilities  as  were  at  Land,  to  extinguish  the 
fire ;  but,  from  the  extreme  cold  weather,  leaving  everything  frozen,  but  little 
was  effected  by  the  use  of  buckets. 

The  Glide  was  moored  astern  of  and  to  the  warf  boat,  outside  of  the  boat 
Abraham,  with  the  General  Price  outside  of  her.  Having  made  eveiy  prepara- 
tion to  drop  the  Glide  clear  of  the  tier  by  running  lines,  &c.,  a  tug  was  pro- 
cured anc!  made  fast  to  the  quarter  of  the  steamer.  Renewed  exertions  were 
now  made  to  extinguish  the  fir©  by  cutting  through  the  deck  with  axes,  but  the 
light  and  inflammable  materials  aliout  the  boilers  were  soon  in  a  living  flame. 

Upon  consultation  with  Captain  Pennock  it  was  deemed  impossible  to  save 
the  Glide;  and,  at  this  time,  the  flames  were  endangering  the  inspection  boat 
and  the  General  Price,  and  leaving  the  wharf  boat  also  in  danger.  Captain 
Peonoclc  Ordered  cast  off  and  drop  out  of  the  tier,  but  not  until  the  whole 
forward  part  of  the  vessel  was  in  flames.  The  tug  having  her  iu  charge  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  middle  of  the  river,  out  of  reach  of  the  naval  station, 
where  she  was  cast  off.  She  drifted  ashore  at  Fort  Holt,  and  burned  to  the 
water's  edge. 

The  magaaines  did  not  explode,  but  the  fixed  ammunition  seemed  to  be  fii-ed 
slowly,  as  shell  aud  ehrapnell  continued  to  burst  in  the  air,  from  time  to  time, 
for  an  hour  after  she  grounded. 

To  the  efficient  aid  reudei-ed  by  Captain  Pennock,  Captain  Sanford,  and  Cap- 
tain Phelps,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command,  may  be  attributed 
the  safety  of  all  the  public  property  at  the  whaj'f  boat. 

Acting  Ensign  Wright  and  the  engineer  of  the  tug  Dahlia  ni-e  deserving  of 
much  credit  in  holding  on  to  the  Glide  until  she  was  so  far  removed  as  not  to 
endanger  the  lives  or  property  at  Oaii-o  by  the  explosion  of  her  magazines. 
They  did  not  leave  her  until  her  fasts  were  burned  off',  and  the  small  arms  being 
discharged  in  every  direction. 

The  wreck  of  the  Glide  is  now  lying  iu  five  feet  of  water  on  the  Kentucky 
shore.  Her  guas,  engines  and  boilers  can  be  readily  recovered,  also  all  the  iron 
plates  from  her  sides. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Glide  have  lost  all  but  their  clothes  in  which 
they  dressed.  The  crew  have  been  transferred  to  the  Henry  MiUen,  which 
vftisel  will  be  despatched  as  soon  as  ready. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
SELIM  E.  WOODWOETH, 
Acting  Vol  Lieut.  U.  S.  N.,  late  Cotii'dg  TJ.  S.  Simmer  Glide. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porteh. 


Capture  of  tlie  Queen  of  the  West. 

U.\[TED  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  February  22,  1863. 
:  The  best  calculations  are  liable  to  be  upset,  and  mine  have  been  dis- 
ed  by  the  capture  of  the  Queen  of  the  West  up  Red  river.     That  vessel 
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grounded  under  the  guns  of  a  battery,  wliich  slie  foolishly  engaged,  and  re- 
ceived a  shot  through  her  boilers  and  steam  drum  whicb  drove  most  of  ber 
people  overboard.  Many  escaped  in  a  prize,  the  steamer  New  Era,  No.  5,  but 
most  of  the  decli  hands  and  contrabands  fell  into  the  power  of  tbe  rebels.  Tbe 
officers  and  Colonel  Ellet  were  then  chased  np  tbe  Mississippi  river  by  tbe 
Webb  and  some  two  or  three  other  vessels,  until  they  met  the  Indianola,  which 
vessel  saved  them  aad  drove  the  rebels  back.  This  is  all  I  can  learn  of  thia 
afiair. 

The  colonel  arrived  here  safe  with  the  New  Era,  No.  5,  having  ran  the  bat- 
teries all  along  the  river,  and  had  120  shots  fired  at  him  without  being  hit, 
bringing  up  170  bales  of  cotton.  It  is  said  that  he  left  the  Indianola  and  Webb 
engaged.  I  hope  to  get  a  report  from  him  in  a  day  or  two ;  he  is  on  tbe  other 
side  and  sick,  and  the  road  is  almost  impassable.  •         #         *         #         « 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wasliingtmi,  D.  0. 


AddUional  report  of  AcUnff  Sear-Admiral  Porter. 

United  States  Mississippi  Sqcadbon, 

Yazoo  River,  February  S3,  1863. 
SiK :  Colonel  Ellet  baa  arrived  on  this  aide  of  the  river.     He  informs  me  that 
his  ram  was  not  destroyed,  but  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.     Ho  conld  not 
desti-oy  her  without  sacrificing  his  wounded. 

She  will  not  be  worth  anything  for  some  time  to  the  rebels,  and  is  much  used 
up ;  will  not  do  to  ram  with  any  longer  being  too  weak  aad  ibittered  I  am 
going  to  try  it  again  with  another  one  The  lam  committed  gnat  havcc  on 
Bed  river— destroyed  many  stores,  also  along  the  rivei  She  (teiffifyed  and 
captured  altogether  over  one  hundred  tb  usand  dollars  of  confederate  pioperty 
Ho  returned  with  cotton  to  tbe  value  of  sevrnty  tbouiaul.  dollais  ind  \  bo  it 
worth  about  eighteen  thousand. 

I  enclose  herewith  Colonel  Ellet's  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Sc[tea3ron. 
Hon.  GfioBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  from  ColoTld  Ellet. 

United  States  Steamer  Era,  No.  5, 
Beloto  Vickshurg,  Mississippi,  FcbTwary  21,  1863. 

Admiral  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  left  the  landing  below 
Vicksburg,  in  obedience  to  yoin-  written  instmctions,  on  the  night  of  the  10th 
instant,  taking  with  me  the  De  Soto  and  coal  barge,  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  We  passed  Warrenton  without  interruption,  and  reached  Red  river  on 
the  following  evening.  I  destroyed,  as  yon  directed,  the  skifis  and  flatboats 
along  either  shore. 

I  ascended  Red  river  on  the  moraing  of  the  12th  ^  far  as  tbe  mouth  of  the 
Atchafalaya,  leaving  tlie  De  Soto  and  coal  barge  in  a  secure  position.     I  pro- 
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cceded  down  tliia  ati'cam.  Sis  miles  from  its  motith  I  met  a  train  of  twelve 
army  wagona  returning  from  Simsport.  I  landed  and  destroyed  them.  On 
reaching  Simsport  I  found  that  two  rebel  steamboats  had  just  left,  taking  with 
theiB  the  troops  and  artillery  stationed  at  this  point.  They  had  left  on  the  bank 
seventy  barrels  of  government  beef,  which  I  broke  open  and  rolled  into  the 
river.  I  prirsued  another  train  of  wagons  for  some  distance,  but  they  retreated 
into  the  swamps  and  escaped.  One  of  their  wagons,  loaded  with  ammunition 
and  stores,  fell  into  otir  hands  and  was  destroyed. 

On  her  return  at  night  a  party  of  overseers  and  other  civilians  fired  into  the 
Queea  from  behind  a  levee,  and  immediately  fled  under  cover  of  the  dai'kness. 
First  Master  James  T>.  Thompson,  a  gallant  and  efficient  of&cer,  was  shot 
through  the  knee.  Anchoring  at  the, month  of  the  Atchafalaya,  I  waited  until 
morning,  and  then  returned  to  the  spot  from  which  we  had  been  attacked.  All 
the  buildings  on  three  large  adjoining  plantations  were  burned  by  my  order. 

I  stai-ted  up  Red  river  tlie  same  day,  and  reached  Bla«k  river  by  night.  On 
the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  when  about  fifteen  miles  above  the  month  of 
Black  river,  a  eteamhoat  came  suddenly  around  a  sharp  bend  in  the  river,  and 
was  captured  before  she  could  escape.  She  proved  to  be  the  Era,  No,  5,  laden 
with  forty-five  hundred  hnebels  of  com.  She  had  on  board  two  rebel  lieu- 
tenants and  foin-teen  privates ;  the  latter  I  at  once  pai'oled  and  set  ashore. 

Hearing  of  three  very  large  boats  lying  with  steam  down  at  Gordon's  landing, 
thirty  miles  above,  I  decided  on  mdting  an  efi^oi-t  to  capture  them,  intending 
to  return  if  I  should  find  the  battery  at  that  point  too  strong,  and  ascend  the 
Washita.  I  left  tlie  Era  and  coal  barge  in  charge  of  a  guard.  We  reached 
the  bend  just  below  Cordon's  landing  before  dark.  'The  dense  smoke  of 
several  boats,  rapidly  firing  up,  could  be  seen  over  the  tops  of  the  trees  as  we 
approached.  I  ordered  the  pilot  to  proceed  very  slowly,  and  merely  show  the 
bow  of  the  Queen  around  the  point.  From  the  sharp  bend  which  the  river 
makes  at  this  place,  there  was  no  apparent  difficulty  in  withdrawing  out  of 
range  of  the  enemy's  guns  whenever  it  might  be  desired.  The  rebels  opened 
upon  us  with  four  32-pounders  the  moment  we  came  in  sight.  Their  guns  were 
in  a  fine  position,  and  at  the  third  shot  I  ordered  Mr.  G-aroey,  the  pilot,  to  back 
the  Queen  out.  Instead  of  doing  so  he  ran  her  aground  on  the  right-hand 
shore.  The  position  at  oace  became  a  very  hot  one.  Sixty  yards  below  we 
would  have  been  in  no  dangei-;  as  it  was,  the  enemy's  shot  strack  us  nearly 
every  time.  The  chief  engineer  had  hardly  reported  to  me  that  the  escape-^ipe 
had  been  shot  away,  when  an  explosion  below,  and  a  rush  of  steam  around  the 
boat,  told  me  that  the  steam-pipe  had  been  shot  in  two.  Nothing  further,  of 
course,  could  be  done.  I  gave  orders  to  lower  the  yawl  at  the  stem  of  the 
Qneen  to  carry  ofi'  Captain  Thompson,  who  lay  wounded  in  my  state-room. 
Some  person  had  already  taken  the  yawl,  however,  and  it  was  gone.  The 
other  yawl  was  on  the  De  Soto,  a  short  distance  below.  Fortunately  the  cotton 
bales  with  which  the  Queen  was  protected  afforded  an  avenue  of  escape,  and 
the  majority  of  the  men  and  officers  succeeded  in  reaching  the  De  Soto.  I 
ordered  this  boat  to  be  brought  iip  as  fai-  as  it  was  practicable,  without  being 
struck,  and  sent  her  yawl  to  the  Queen-  Lieutenant  Tuthill  and  Third  Master 
Duncan  bravely  volunteered  for  this  purpose.  I  remained  with  the  De  Soto 
over  an  hour,  picking  up  men  on  cotton  bales.  Lieutenant  Tuthill  barely  suc- 
ceeded in  escaping  from  the  Queen,  the  rebels  boarding  her  in  skiffs  as  he 
escaped.  Mr.  Duncan  staid  too  long,  and  was  captured.  The  Queen  could 
easily  have  been  burned,  bat  this  could  not  be  done  while  Captain  Thompson 
was  on  board,  and  it  was  impossible  to  remove  him ;  all  the  passages  had  been 
blocked  up  with  cotton.  The  interior  of  the  boat  was  intwisely  dark,  full  of 
steam,  ana  strewed  with  shattered  furniture.  The  display  of  a  light  enabled 
the  batteries  to  stiike  her  with  unerring  certainty.  To  have  brought  the  De 
Soto  alongside  would  have  insured  her  destruction,  as  the  light  from  the  latter'jS 
furnaces  rendered  her  a  conspicuous  mark,  i.ViOt.)>jlC 
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A  deniG  fog  sprang  up  as  we  starteil  down  in  the  De  Soto,  aad  she  lost  ter 
mddei  hy  running  into  tLe  bank.  Drifting  down  fifteen  miles,  I  took  possession 
of  the  Ell,  and  scuttled  and  burnt  the  De  Soto  and  barge,  knowing  that  the 
rebeii  would  lose  no  time  in  pursuing.  I  pushed  on  down  through  the  fog, 
throwing  off  the  corn  to  lighten  her.  We  reached  the  Mississippi  at  dawn, 
oppi^te  Ellis's  cliffs.  Mr.  Grarocy  ran  the  Era,  a  boat  drawing  less  than  ten 
feet  of  water,  hard  aground,  actually  permitting  her  wheels  to  make  seyeral 
evolutions  after  she  had  struck.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  she  could 
be  gotten  off.  The  disloyal  sentiments  openly  eipi-essed  by  Mr.  Gai-ocy  a  few 
hours  previous  to  this  occurrence  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  place  him 
under  arrest,  and  forced  upon  me  the  unwilling  conviction  that  the  loss  of  the 
Queen  was  due  to  the  deliberate  ti-eachery  of  the  pilot.  It  is  to  he  regretted 
that  the  unfortunate  illness  of  Mr.  Scott  Long,  who  piloted  the  Queen  past 
Vickabnrg,  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  intrust  the  Queen  to  the  management 
of  Mr.  Garocy. 

The  next  morning,  a  short  distance  below  Natchez,  I  met  the  Indiaiiola. 
Captain  Brown  thought  that  he  might  be  able  to  ascend  the  Ked  river  and  de- 
stroy the  battery  at  Gordon's  landing,  and  I  accompanied  him  down  in  the 
Era,  leading  the  way.  I  had  not  gone  three  miles  when  a  break  in  the  fog  dis- 
closed a  ateamer  rapidly  moving  up  stream,  about  a  mile  ahead.  I  at  once 
rounded  to,  and  caused  the  whistle  to  be  blown  to  warn  Captain  Brown  of  her 
presence. 

As  soon  as  the  rebel  steamer,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  Webb,  perceived 
the  Indianola,  she  turned  and  fled.  The  latter  fired  two  shots  at  her,  hut  with- 
out efieet.  I  learned  aftei-wards  that  three  other  armed  boats  had  been  sent 
in  pursuit  of  the  Era,  and  had  been  turned  back  by  the  Webb  on  her  retjeat. 
They  all  went  back  up  Ked  river.  On  reaching  this  stream  Captain  Brown 
decided  not  to  ascend  it,  and  I  thought  it  best  to  return  at  once. 

Thinking  we  might  be  attacked  on  the  way  up,  I  seized  a  hundred  and 
seventy  bales  of  cotton,  and  protected  the  Era's  machinery  as  far  as  practicable. 
At  9t.  Joseph's  I  landed  and  seized  the  mails,  and  learned  from  them  that 
Colonel  Adams  was  waiting  for  us  at  Grand  Gulf,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
Thirty-six  shots  were  fired  at  the  Era  while  passing  this  point,  none  of  which 
took  effect.  On  reaching  Island  No.  107,  a  body  of  riflemen  opened  a  heavy 
fire  upon  the  Era  from  the  Mississippi  shore.  Suspecting  it  to  be  a  ruse  to 
drive  us  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  I  decided  iu  keeping  to  the  right  of  the 
island.  The  furnaces  of  the  Era  became  so  clogged  at  this  point  that  I  found 
it  necessary  to  stop  and  have  them  cleaned  out,  causing  a  delay  of  twenty  min- 
utes. The  Era  had  scarcely  passed  the  island,  when  a  batt^y  of  three  guns 
opened  upon  her  from  the  Louisiana  shore.  Forty-six  shots  were  fired,  but  did 
no  injury. 

At  WaiTenton  the  rebels  opened  fire  upon  the  Era  with  two  rifled  20-poundcr 
guns.     They  fired  twenty-four  shots,  but  did  not  succeed  in  striking  her. 

Extraordinary  as  it  may  seem,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  no  one 
was  kUled  on  the  Queen,  It  is  probably  attributable  to  the  fact  that  those 
below  got  into  the  hold  through  the  numerous  hatches,  and  thus  escaped  the 
effects  of  the  steam. 

Mr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  engineers,  is  reported  to  be  badly  scalded,  by  a  deserter 
from  the  Webb.  Twenty-four  men  were  taken  prisoners,  ten  of  whom  wore 
civilians  employed  on  the  boat.     Assistant  Surgeon  Booth  was  the  only  com- 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  RIVERS  ELLET, 

Colonel,  GortiTaatidmg  Ram  Fleet. 
David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  SguaAron, 

I  Goot^lc 
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Lisl  of  pr'mneri  captured  on  board  ths  United  State)  steam  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  in  Red  rioer, 
Louisiana,  FAmaTy  14,  1863, 

Daniel  S,  Booth,  aaeiatant  surg'eon;  0,  8.  Eddison,  mate;  H.  S.  Daticati,  2d 
mate;  Edward  Taylor,  engineer;  Jam^  "W,  Foster,  carpenter ;  Eichard  Greve, 
blacksmith ;  Gr,  W.  Hill,  steward ;  John  Bates,  let  sergeant  company  I,  63d 
I.  M. ;  Oairol  Smith,  private,  company  C,  63d  I.  M. ;  Charles  D.  Faulkner, 
private,  company  I,  63d  I.  M. ;  William  Brown,  private,  company  F,  63d  I.  M. ; 
M.  Cnllan,  private,  company  F,  63d  I.  M. ;  Leo.  0.  Tarbol,  private,  company  K, 
ISthl.M.;  John  Foley,  deck  hand  ;  John  Williams,  cabin  boy ;  E.  G.  Holstein, 
private  ;  T.  F.  Eice,  private ;  Thomas  L.  Williams,  private ;  Charles  Lamner, 
private ;  George  Watson,  deck  hand ;  George  W.  Bailey,  private. — Total,  31. 


Capture  of  the  Indianola. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadbon, 

February  27,  1863. 

SiH:  I  have  just  received  information  through  one  of  the  men  who  escaped 
from  the  Indianola  that  she  had  an  encounter  on  Tuesday  night  with  the  two 
rama,  Webb  and  Qneen  of  the  Weat,  aad  that  after  being  struck  six  times,  and 
the  report  being  made  that  she  was  sinking,  she  was  Bui'rendered  to  the  enemy. 
The  commander  then  rau  her  on  shore,  when  the  man  who  gives  the  information 
got  on  shore  with  some  others,  and  he  brought  me  the  news.  He  could  not  see 
whether  the  vessel  had  suak  or  not.  From  his  account  it  appears  that  Lieu- 
tenant Oomuiander  Biown  laid  at  the  mouth  of  Eed  river  three  days,  (JMt  about 
time  to  allow  the  Queen  of  the  West  to  repair  damages,)  and  then,  being  appre- 
hensive of  attack,  or  reading  over  my  instructions,  and  finding  out  that  he  was 
sent  down  only  to  protect  the  Queen,  of  the  West,  and  was  ordered  to  attempt 
nothing  when  he  was  not  certain,  of  success,  he  started  np  the  Mississippi  river 
with  the  two  coal  bai-ges  in  tow,  giving  the  enemy  all  that  advantage.  I  had 
cautioned  Lieutenant  Commander  Brown  so  much,  before  he  started,  about  the 
management  of  hta  ship,  and  told  him  particularly  to  use  his  butting  powers, 
which  would  have  defeated  both  his  antagonists;  out  he  was  caught  with  the 
two  bargea  alongside,  and  his  vessel  must  have  been  unmanageable. 

I  had  every  reason  on  this  expedition  to  demand  the  most  perfect  auceess. 
The  rebels  had  but  one  old  boat,  (the  Webb,)  so  weak  that  they  had  to  take  her 
iron  off  the  howa,  and,  as  one  of  her  crew  informs  me,  with  planking  too  old  to 
calk.  She  can'ied  three  thiriy-two  pounders.  The  vessels  I  sent  down  carried 
twelve  heavy  guna. 

The  importance  of  this  move  to  our  army  here  cannot  be  estimated.  We  had 
already  broken  the  communications  of  the  enemy  in  Texas  with  Vickaburg  and 
PortH   ho 

Wo  had  e  t  off  all  s  ppl  ?  and  racana  of  transportation,  having  destroyed 
some  of  the  r  b  t  b  at  I  a  week  more  the  water  would  have  surrounded 
Port  Hudson  ai  d  theie  be  ng  no  means  of  getting  away,  they  would  have  been 
obliged  to  evac  'tte  n  t  me  We  hoped  in  a  abort  time  to  force  this  thing  by 
getting  ne  or  two  mo  e  gnnboata  below,  and  troopa  enough  to  land  close  to 
Port  Hudson.  That  place  evacuated.  General  Banks  could  have  ascended  the 
river.  The  department  has  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Colonel  Charles  R. 
Ellet  and  Lieutenant  Commander  George  Brown,  and  they  will,  I  am  sure,  do 
me  the  justice  to  say  that  my  plana  were  well  laid ;  the  object  contended  for 
was  a  very  important  one,  and  that  I  was  sufficiently  cautious  in  sending  down 
twelve  guns  to  contend  with  three. 
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There  is  no  use  to  conceal  the  fact,  but  this  has,  in  my  opmion,  been  the  most 
humiliating  affair  that  has  occurred  during  this  rehellion ;  and  after  taking  so 
much  trouble  to  make  matters  aiu-e,  it  almost  disbeartens  me  and  puts  me  ont  of 
the  conceit  of  sending  o£f  any  expedition,  unless  I  can  go  with  it.  I  certainly 
had  a  right  to  expect  that  two  Teasels,  carrying  twelve  guns,  that  tad  passed 
all  the  hattei-ies  at  Vicksburg,  Wai'renton,  Cartilage,  and  other  places  on  the 
river,  could  manage,  between  them,  to  take  one  old  steamer,  or  else  have  the 
wisdom  and  patriotism  to  destroy  their  vessels,  even  if  they  had  to  go  with 

A  flag  of  truce  is,  I  believe,  coming  up,  and  I  sLal!  know  in  a  abort  time 
whether  the  Iiidiaaola  sunk,  or  whether  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  save  her. 

A  ten-ifie  explosion  occurred  last  night  in  the  dii-ectiou  of  the  Indianola,  and 
my  only  hope  is  that  she  has  been  blown  up. 

In  conclusion,  had  the  Indianola  thrown  off  her  coal  barges  and  run  up  stream 
with  the  speed  she  is  reported  to  have,  she  could  have  disabled  both  the  rams 
with  her  two  11-inch  guns  in  iron  casematea  befoi-e  either  of  them  eoidd  get 
alongside  of  her.  They  tracked  her  along  from  point  to  point,  found  out  exactly 
how  she  was  opei'ating,  and  made  their  dispoaition  accordingly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Cora'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


DelaiM  repmi  of  Tdcaterutnt  Gomnumder  George  Brotim. 

WASHmoTON,  D.  0.,  May  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  At  this,  my  earliest  opportunity,  I  respectfully  submit  to  the  department 
a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  "United  States  steamer  Indianola  while 
below  Vickabui^,  Mississippi ;  also,  the  paitieulai-s  of  the  engagement  with  the 
rebel  armed  rams  Queen  of  the  West  and  William  H.  Webb,  and  anned  cotton- 
clad  steamers  Dr.  Batey  and  Grand  Era,  in  which  the  Indianola  was  sunk  and 
her  ofBcers  and  crew  made  prisonera. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  commanding 
Mississippi  sijuadron,  I  passed  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  and  Warrenton  on  the 
night  of  the  13th  of  February  last,  having  in  tow  two  barges  containing  about 
seven  thousand  bushels  of  coal  each,  without  being  once  struck,  although 
eighteen  shots  were  fired,  all  of  which  paaaed  over  us. 

I  kept  on  down  the  river,  but,  owing  to  dense  fogs,  made  hut  slow  progress, 
until  the  morning  of  the  16th,  when,  about  ten  miles  below  Natchea,  I  met  the 
steamboat  Era  No.  5,  having  on  board  Colonel  Ellet,  of  the  ram  fleet,  and  a 
portion  of  the  ofSeers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Queen  of  the  West.  I  then 
learned  for  the  first  time  of  the  loss  of  that  boat,  and  after  conaidting  ■with 
Colonel  Ellet  I  conclnded  to  continue  on  down  as  fa»-  as  the  mouth  of  the  Bed 
river.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  got  under  way,  the  Bra  No.  5  lead- 
ing. On  Hearing  EUis's  cliffe  the  Eva  made  the  pre-arranged  signal  of  danger 
ahead,  soon  after  which  I  made  out  the  rebel  steamer  William  H.  Webb.  Before 
I  got  within  range  of  the  Webb  she  had  turned,  and  was  standing  down  stream 
with  great  speed.  I  fired  two  shots  from  tlie  eleven-inch  guns,  but  both  fell 
short  of  her.  She  soon  ran  out  of  sight,  and  in  consecjuence  of  a  thick  fog  set- 
ting in  I  could  not  continue  the  ch^e,  but  was  obliged  to  anchor, 

I  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Red  river  on  the  17th  of  February,  from  which 
time  until  the  21st  of  same  month  I  maintained  a  strict  blockade  at  that  point, 

I  could  procure  no  Eed  river  pilots,  and  therefore  did  not  enter  that  river. 
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Tlie  Em  No.  5  being  anamied,  and  having  several  prisoners  on  board,  Colonel 
Eilet  decided  to  go  up  the  river  and  commantcate  with  the  squadron,  and  sailed 
at  noon  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month  for  that  purpose. 

On  learning  that  the  Que«a  of  the  West  had  been  repaired  by  the  rebels  and 
■was  nearly  ready  for  service,  also  that  the  William  H.  Webb  and  four  cotton- 
clad  boats  with  boarding  parties  on  board  were  fitting  out  to  attack  the  Indian- 
ola,  I  left  the  Red  river  for  the  purpose  of  getting  cotton  to  fill  up  the  space 
between  the  casemate  and  wheel-houses,  ao  as  to  be  better  able  to  repel  the 
boarding  parties. 

By  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  of  same  month  I  had  procured  as  much  cotton 
as  I  required,  and  concluded  to  keep  on  up  the  river,  thinking  that  I  would 
ceitainly  meet  another  boat  the  morning  following,  but  I  was  disappointed.  I 
then  concluded  to  communicate  with  the  squadron  as  soon  as  possible,  thinking 
that  Colonel  Ellet  had  not  reached  the  squadron,  or  that  Admiral  Porter  would 
expect  rae  to  return  when  I  fonnd  that  no  otlier  boat  was  sent  below, 

I  kept  the  bunkers  of  the  ladianola  filled  with  coal,  and  would  have  snnk 
what  remained  in  the  barges ;  but  knowing  that  if  another  boat  was  sent  below 
Vicksburg  I  would  be  expected  to  supply  her  with  coal,  I  concluded  to  hold  on 
to  the  bai'gea  as  long  as  possible.  In  consequence  of  having  the  barges  along- 
side we  could  make  but  alow  progress  against  the  current ;  the  result  of  which 
was,  that  I  did  not  reach  Grand  Gulf  until  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  the  same 
month,  at  which  point  and  at  others  above  we  were  fired  on  by  parties  on  shore. 
As  I  knew  that  it  woidd  be  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  get  by  the  W«n-enton 
batteries  before  daylight  the  next  morning,  I  returned  the  fire  of  biit  one  party. 
At  about  half-past  nine' p.  m.  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  the  night  being 
very  dark,  four  boats  were  discovered  in  chase  of  us,  I  immediately  cleared 
for  action,  and  as  soon  as  all  preparations  were  completed  I  turned  and  stood 
down  the  river  to  meet  them.  At  this  time  the  leading  vessel  was  about  three 
miles  below,  the  others  following  in  close  order.  As  we  neared  them  I  made 
them  out  to  be  the  rams  Queen  of  the  West  and  Wilham  H.  Webb,  and  two 
other  steamers,  cotton-clad  and  filled  with  men. 

The  Queen  of  the  West  was  the  first  to  strike  us,  which  she  did  after  passing 
through  the  coal  barge  lashed  to  our  port  side,  doing  us  no  serious  damage. 
If  ext  came  tlie  Webb.  I  stood  for  her  at  full  speed  ;  botl)  vessels  came  together 
bows  on,  mth  a  tremendous  crash,  which  knocked  nearly  every  one  down  on 
board  of  both  vessels,  doing  no  damage  to  us,  while  the  Webb's  bow  was  cut  in 
at  least  eight  feet  extending  from  about  two  feet  above  the  water-line  to  the 
keelson. 

At  this  time  the  engagement  became  general  and  at  very  close  quarters.  I 
devoted  but  little  attention  to  the  cotton-clad  steamers,  although  they  kept  up 
a  heavy  fire  with  field-pieces  and  small-arms,  as  I  knew  that  everything  de- 
pended on  my  disabling  the  rams.  The  third  blow  crushed  the  starboard 
barge,  leaving  parts  hanging  by  the  lashings,  which  were  speedily  cut.  The 
crew  of  the  Indianola  not  numbering  enou^  men  to  man  both  batteries,  I  kept 
the  forward  guns  manned  all  the  time,  and  fired  them  whenever  I  could  get  a 
shot  at  the  rams.  The  night  being  very  dark,  our  aim  was  very  uncertain,  and 
our  fire  proved  less  effective  than  I  thought  it  at  the  time.  The  peep-holes  in 
the  pilot-house  were  so  small  that  it  would  have  been  a  difficult  matter  to  have 
worked  the  vessel  from  that  place  in  daylight,  so  that  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment the  pilots  were  unable  to  aid  me  by  their  knowledge  of  the  river,  as  they 
were  unable  to  see  anything.  Consequently  they  could  do  no  more  than  obey 
such  orders  as  they  received  from  me  in  regard  to  working  the  engines  and  the 
helm.  No  misunderstanding  occurred  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  and  I 
was  enabled  to  receive  the  first  five  blows  from  the  rams  forward  of  the  wheels, 
and  at  such  angles  that  they  did  no  more  dajnage  than  to  start  the  plating  where 
they  sti'uck. 
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The  sixth  blow  we  received  was  from  the  Webb,  which  crushed  in  the  star- 
board wheel,  disabled  the  starboard  rudder,  and  started  a  number  of  leaks  abaft 
the  shaft.  Being  unable  to  work  the  starboard  engine,  pitieed  us  in  an  almost 
powerless  condition ;  hut  I  continued  the  fight  until  after  we  received  the  sev- 
enth blow,  which  was  given  us  hy  the  Webb.  She  struck  us  fair  in  the  stern, 
and  started  the  timbers  and  starboard  rudder  box  so  that  the  water  ponred  in  in 
large  volumes.  At  this  time  I  knew  that  the  Indianola  could  he  of  no  more 
service  to  as,  and  my  desire  was  to  render  her  useless  to  the  enemy,  which  I 
did  by  keeping  her  in  deep  water  until  there  was  two  and  a  half  feet  of  water 
over  the  floor,  and  the  leaks  were  increasing  rapidly  as  she  settled,  so  aa  to 
bring  the  opening  made  by  the  Webb  under  water. 

Knowing  that  if  either  of  the  rams  struck  ns  again  in  the  stem,  which  they 
then  had  excellent  opportunities  of  doing  on  account  of  our  disabled  condition,  , 
we  would  sink  so  suddenly  that  few  if  any  lives  would  he  saved,  I  siicceeded 
in  running  her  bows  on  shore  by  starting  the  screw-engines.  As  further  resist- 
ance could  only  result  in  great  loss  of  life  on  our  part,  without  a  corresponding 
result  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  I  surrendered  the  Indianola,  a  partially  sunken 
vessel,  fast  filling  with  wat«r,  to  a  force  of  four  vessels,  mounting  ten  guns,  and 
manned  hy  over  one  thousand  men. 

The  engagement  lasted  one  hour  and  twenty-seven  minutes.  I  lost  but  one 
killed,  one  wounded,  and  seven  missing ;  while  the  enemy  lost  two  officers  and 
thirty-three  men  killed,  and  many  wounded.  Before  the  enemy  could  make 
any  preparations  for  endeavoring  to  save  the  Indianola,  her  stern  was  under 
water.  Botb  rams  were  so  very  much  crippled,  that  I  doubt  whether  they 
would  have  tried  to  ram  again  had  not  their  last  blow  proved  so  fatal  to  us. 
Both  signal-books  were  tbrown  in  the  rivor  by  me  a  few  minutes  before  the 
surrender. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  9-inch  guns  of  the  Indianola  were 
thrown  overboard,  and  the  11-inch  guns  damaged  by  being  loaded  with  heavy 
charges  and  solid  shot,  placed  muaale  to  muzzle,  and  fired  hy  a  slow  match,  so 
tbat  they  were  rendered  useless. 

This  was  done  in  consequence  of  the  sham  Monitor,  sent  from  above,  having 
grounded  about  two  miles  above  the  wreck  of  the  Indianola. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
&EORGE  BROWN, 
Lieuienant  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Expedition  through  Steele's  Bayou  and  Deer  Creek. 

MissTssTPPi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  March  26,  1863. 

SiK  :  Since  my  last  communication  with  the  depai'tment  I  have  been  absent 
on  an  expedition  into  the  enemy's  country,  or  that  part  which  he  professes  to 
hold. 

I  have  for  some  time  past  been  under  the  impression  tliat,  hy  cutting  our 
way  through  the  woods,  (which  are  all  under  water,)  I  could  find  an  entrance 
into  the  river  Yazoo,  and  thus  get  into  the  rear  of  Vicksburg  without  loss  of 
life  or  vessels. 

In  consequence  of  this  idea,  and  from  information  obtained  fixim  a  negro,  I 
made  a  reconnoissance  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murphy. 

We  started  up  Steele's  bayou,  which  at  low  stages  of  water  is  nothing  but  a 
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ditcii,  following  it  foi  about  thirty  miles.  Ttia  part  of  the  route  was  perfectly 
practicable,  the  creek,  thougii  very  Barrow,  having  five  fathoms  of  water  in  it. 
Black  bayou  seemed  to  oppose  our  further  progress ;  but,  on  a  closer  examina- 
tion, we  found  that,  by  removing  the  trees,  we  eould  heave  the  VMsels  around 
the  bends,  which  were  very  short,  and  left  us  not  a  foot  to  spare. 

All  we  could  hear  of  the  route  in  advance  was  very  favorable,  having  ob- 
tained as  pilot  a  man  well  acquainted  with  the  country.  I  determined  to  start 
immediately,  having  made  arrangements  with  General  Grant  by  which  the  army 
could  co-operate  with  ns. 

On  the  14tb  I  started  with  the  Louisville,  Lieatenant  Commander  Owen,  Cin- 
cinnati, Lieotenant  Commanding  Bache,  Carondelet,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murphy,  Mound  City,  Lieutenant  Commacding  Wilson,  Pittsburg,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Hoel,  four  mortars  and  four  tugs. 

The  expedition  went  along  finely  until  it  reached  Black  bayou,  a  place  about 
four  miles  long,  leading  into  Deer  creek.  Here  the  crews  of  the  vessels  had  to 
go  to  work  to  clear  the  way,  pulling  up  trees  by  the  i-oots  or  pushing  them  over 
with  the  iron-clads,  and  cutting  away  the  branches  above.  It  was  terrible 
work,  bnt  in  twenty-four  hours  we  succeeded  in  getting  through  these  four 
miles,  and  found  ourselves  in  Deer  creek,  where  we  were  told  there  would  be  no 
more  difiictilties. 

General  Sherman  had  arrived  np  with  a  small  portion  of  his  command ;  and 
as  he  had  only  twelve  miles  to  march  to  Rolling  Fork,  (where  we  would  meet 
with  no  fai1:her  difficulties,)  while  I  had  to  go  Uiirty-two  miles  by  water,  I  de- 
termined to  push  on.  I  found  the  channel  much  narrower  than  I  expected, 
filled  witli  small  willows,  through  which  we  could  ecarce  make  onr  way,  and 
the  branches  much  overhanging.  Still  we  made  at  first  about  a  mile  an  hour, 
being  assured  by  the  pilot  that  we  would  find  it  better  as  we  advanced.  It  cer- 
tainly could  not  get  worse. 

We  had  succeeded  in  getting  well  into  the  heart  of  the  country  before  we 
}  discovered.     No  one  would  believe  that  anytliing  in  the  shape  of  a  v 


could  get  through  Black  bayou,  or  anywhere  on  the  route.     Still,  however,  i 
!,  the  inhabitants  looked  on  in  wonder  and  astonishment,  ( 


the  negroes  flocked  in  hundreds  down  to  the  banks  of  the  creek  to  see  the  novel 
sight.  Soon  we  were  discovered  by  the  government  agent,  who  immediately 
began  to  apply  the  torch  to  the  cotton,  public  and  piivate.  All  along,  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  see,  there  was  nothing  but  cotton  fires  burning  up,  and  many 
dwellings  consuming  with  it.  The  only  persons  who  saved  their  cotton  were 
those  who  would  not  obey  the  order  to  bum.  They  felt  eonfi,dent  we  were  not 
going  to  molest  their  private  property,  and  their  confidence  saved  them  their 
cotton,  which  is  still  in  their  possession. 

It  was  melancholy  to  see  such  fanatical  destruction;  hut  as  we  abstained  from 
anything  of  the  kind  ourselves,  it  placed  the  two  parties  in  strong  contrast  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  country,  ana  there  wei-e  many  remarks  made  not  at  all 
complimentary  to  the  confederate  government. 

Finding  that  our  presence  was  discovered,  I  pushed  on  the  vessels  aa  fast  as 
the  obstacles  would  permit,  not  making  more  than  half  a  mile  an  hour.  We 
were  passing  through  a  beautifal  country,  filled  with  live  stock  of  all  kinds,  and 
containing  large  granaries  of  com  belonging  to  the  confederate  government.  The 
people  were  more  than  surprised  at  the  presence  of  such  an  expedition,  having 
supposed  themselves  far  removed  from  the  "  horrors  of  war,"  and  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  change  of  opinion  on  the  pail  of  some  who  never  supposed  they 
would  be  under  the  protection  of  the  American  flag  once  more. 

After  very  great  labor  we  arrived  within  seven  miles  of  the  Boiling  Fork, 
where  everything  would  be  plain  sailing  before  us. 

We  were  here  informed  that  some  confederate  agents,  and  some  of  the  citi- 
zens, were  forcing  the  negroes  to  cut  down  trees  in  our  path.     I  immediately 
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pushed  on  the  tug  Thistle,  which  had,  a  boat  howiteer  on  her,  and  she  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  first  tree  before  it  was  cut  down.  She  proceeded  on,  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murphy,  while  I  followed  in  the  Carondelet, 
the  leading  ship.  The  enemy  succeeded  at  last  in  getting  a  large  tree  down, 
which  stopped  the  progress  of  the  tug,  and  then  the  negroes,  with  muskets  at 
their  breasts,  were  made  to  ply  their  axes  until  the  creot  was  supposed  to  he 
sealed  against  our  further  advance. 

The  labor  of  clearing  out  these  obstructions  was  very  great,  tut  there  ia 
nothing  that  cannot  be  overcome  by  perseverance.  The  character  of  the  Amer- 
ican sailoi-fl  for  endurance  was  particularly  manifested  on  this  oce^ioa,  as  they 
worked  night  and  day,  without  eating  or  sleeping,  until  the  labor  was  aceom- 
pliahed. 

I  hoped  by  this  time  to  have  seen  something  of  oui-  army  coming  on,  but 
they  had  their  diiSculties  to  contend  with,  as  well  as  om-selves,  and  did  not 
reach  us  in  time.  The  transportation  eould  not  be  procured  at  a  moment's 
notice,  and  we  had  gone  on  faster  than  they  expected. 

When  within  three  miles  of  KoIIing  Fork  we  discovered  smoke  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Yazoo  river,  and  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy  were  already  landing 
troops  to  dispute  our  p^sage.  I  did  not  mind  the  troops  so  much  as  the  timber 
they  would  cwt  in  Eoiling  Fork.  I  immediately  sent  on  Lieatenaot  Com- 
manding Murphy,  with  two  boat  howitzei-s  and  300  men,  to  hold  Rolling  Fork 
natil  we  could  cover  it  with  our  gam ;  which  he  did,  occupying  also  an  Indian 
mound  some  sixty  feet  high,  which  commanded  the  whole  country. 

After  working  all  night  and  clearing  out  the  obstructions,  which  were  teiTible, 
we  snceeeded  in  getting  within  800  yards  of  the  end  of  this  troublesome  creek; 
had  only  two  or  three  large  trees  to  i-emove,  and  one  apparently  short  and  easy 
lane  of  willows  to  work  through.  The  men  being  much  worn  out,  we  rested 
at  sunset. 

In  the  morning  we  commenced  with  renewed  vigor  to  work  ahead  through 
the  willows,  but  our  progress  was  very  slow;  the  litlie  trees  defied  our  utmost 
efibrts  to  get  by  them,  and  we  had  to  go  to  work  and  pull  them  up  separately, 
or  cut  them  off  under  water,  which  was  a  most  tedious  job.  In  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  had  collected  and  lauded  about  800  men  and  seven  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, (from  20  to  30-pounders,)  which  were  firing  on  our  field-pieces  from  time 
to  time,  the  latter  not  having  range  enough  to  reach  them. 

I  was  also  informed  that  the  enemy  were  cutting  down  trees  in  our  rear  to 
prevent  communication  by  water,  and  also  to  prevent  our  escape;  this  looked 
unpleasant.  I  knew  that  5,000  men  had  embarked  at  Haines's  Bluff  for  this 
place  immediately  they  heard  that  we  were  attempting  to  go  through  that  way, 
and,  as  our  ti'oops  had  not  come  up,  I  considered  it  unwise  to  risk  the  least 
thing ;  at  all  events,  never  to  let  my  communication  be  closed  behind  me.  I  was 
somewhat  strengthened  in  my  determination  to  advance  no  further  iintil  re-en- 
forced by  land  forces,  when  the  enemy  at  sunset  opened  on  us  a  cross  fire  with 
six  or  seven  rifled  guns,  planted  somewhere  oft'  in  the  woods,  where  we  could 
see  nothing  but  the  smoke.  It  did  not  take  us  long  to  dislodge  them,  though  a 
large  part  of  the  crew  being  on  shore  at  the  time,  we  could  not  fire  over  them 
or  until  they  got  on  board. 

I  saw  at  once  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter  with  a  constant  fire  on  our 
working  parties,  and  no  prospect  at  present  of  the  troops  getting  along.  I  had 
received  a  letter  from  General  Sherman  iafoi-ming  me  of  the  difficulties  ia  getting 
forwai-d  his  men,  he  doing  hia  utmost,  I  know,  to  expedite  matters. 

The  news  of  the  falling  trees  in  our  rear  was  brought  in  frequcatly  by 
negi-oes  who  were  pressed  into  the  service  for  cutting  them,  and  I  hesitated  no 
longer  about  what  to  do.  We  dropped  down  again,  unshipped  our  rudder,  and 
let  the  vessels  rebound  from  tree  to  tree. 

As  we  left,  the  enemy  took  possession  of  the  Indian  mound,  and  in  the  morn- 
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ing  Oldened  fire  on  the  Oarondelet,  Lieutenant  Murphy,  and  Cincimiati,  Lieuten- 
ant Eaehe;  theee  two  ships  Booa  silenced  the  batteries,  and  we  were  no  longer 
annoyed. 

The  eharpshootera  hung  about  us  firing  fi-om  behind  trees  aad  riSe-pita ;  hut 
with  due  precaution  we  had  very  few  hurt — only  five  wounded  by  iifle  balh 
and  they  were  hurt  by  being  imprudent 

Oa  the  aistwe  fell  in  with  Colonel  Smith  commanding  8th  Miasouii  and 
other  parte  of  regimente ;  we  were  quite  pleased  to  sep  him  aa  I  nev  i  knew 
before  how  much  the  comfort  and  sifety  o(  iion  clads  Bitnated  as  we  weie  de 
pended  on  the  aoldiei's.  I  bad  already  lent  out  behind  a  force  of  ^iOO  men  to 
atop  the  felling  of  trees  in  our  reai  which  Colonel  Smith  now  took  cliajge  of 
The  enemy  had  already  felled  over  forty  heavy  tiees,  which  Lieutenant  Com 
mander  Owen,  in  tie  Louisville,  working  mght  and  diy  eleaied  away  almost 
fast  enough  to  pemiit  us  to  meet  with  no  delay 

Colonel  Smith's  force  was  not  enough  to  justify  my  making  another  effort  to 
get  through ;  he  had  no  artillery,  and  would  frequently  have  to  leave  the  veasels 
in  following  the  roads. 

On  the  23d  we  came  to  a  bend  in  the  river,  where  the  enemy  supposed  they 
had  blockaded  na  conipletely,  having  cut  a  tinmber  of  trees  altogether,  and  so 
intertwined  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  move  them.  The  Louisville  was  at 
work  at  them,  pulling  them  np,  when  we  discovered  about  three  thousand  rebels 
attempting  to  pass  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  oar  rear,  while  the  negroes  reported 
artillery  coming  up  on  our  quarter. 

We  were  all  ready  for  them,  and  when  tho  artilleiy  opened  on  ua  we  opened 
BHch  a  fire  on  them  that  they  scarcely  waited  to  hitch  up  their  horses.  At  the 
same  time  the  rebel  soldiers  fell  in  with  Colonel  Smith's  troops,  and  after  a  sharp 
skirmish  fled  before  the  fire  of  our  soldiers.  After  this  we  were  troubled  no 
more,  and  dropped  down  quietly  until  we  fell  in  with  General  Sherman,  who, 
healing  the  firing,  was  hurryiug  to  our  support.  I  do  not  know  when  I  felt 
more  pleased  to  see  that  gallant  ofBcer,  for  without  the  assiatanee  of  the  troops 
we  could  not  without  great  loss  have  performed  the  arduous  work  of  clearing 
out  the  obsti'uetions.  We  might  now  have  retraced  our  steps,  but  we  were  all 
worn  ont.  The  officera  and  men  had  for  sis  days  and  nighta  been  constantly  at 
work,  or  sleeping  at  the  guns.  We  had  lost  our  coal  barge,  and  the  provision 
vessel  could  not  get  through,  being  too  high  for  such  purposes. 

Taking  eveiything  into  considei'ation,  I  thought  it  beat  to  undertake  nothing 
further,  without  being  better  prepared,  and  we  finally,  on  the  24tli,  arrived  at 
Hill's  plantation,  the  place  we  started  from  on  the  16th. 

Altogetlier  this  has  been  a  most  novel  expedition  Never  did  those  people 
expect  to  see  iron-clads  floating  ivhei'e  the  keel  of  a  flatboat  never  passed. 
Though  nothing  has  resulted  from  it  more  than  annoying  the  enemy  and  caus- 
ing him  to  expend  his  resources,  it  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  crews,  aad 
given  me  an  inaight  into  the  character  of  the  commanders  and  ofiicers  of  the 
expedition.  I  muat  aay  tiiat  they  deserve  my  warmest  commendation  for  the 
perseverance  and  coolness  they  exhibited  during  the  arduous  undertaking.  As 
to  the  iron-clads  themselves,  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  everything  I  may  have  aaid 
to  their  disparagement,  for  I  never  yet  saw  veasels  so  well  adapted  to  knocking 
down  trees,  hauling  them  up  by  the  roots,  or  demolishing  bridges;  we  neces- 
sarily destroyed  all  that  came  in  our  way,  and  it  has  cut  off  for  the  present  all 
the  means  of  transporting  provisions  to  Vicksburg. 

We  destroyed  a  lai^ge  amount  of  confederate  corn,  captured  a  lai^e  number 
of  mules,  horses,  and  cattle.  The  rebels  themselves  bunit  over  twenty  thousand 
bales  of  cotton,  and  we  burnt  all  that  we  found  marked  C.  S.  A.;  have  taken 
on  our  decks,  and  oa  the  mortar  boats,  enough  to  pay  for  the  building  of  a  good 
gunboat. 
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The  soldiers  enjoyed  the  excmsion  amazingly,  the  fine  country  through 
which  we  trayelled  being  quite  diffei'ecl  from  the  swamp  where  they  have  spent 
the  winter.  Had  we  siicceeded  entirely,  it  would  have  been  a  severe  blow  to 
this  part  of  the  coxmtry;  but  it  was  not  to  be,  and  we  must  console  ourselves 
widx  the  damage  we  did  the  enemy  and  the  moral  effect  of  penetrating  into  a 
country  deemed  inaceeasible.  There  will  he  no  more  planting  in  those  regions 
for  a  long  time  to  come.  The  able-bodied  negroes  left  with  our  army,  carrying 
with  them  all  the  stores  laid  up  by  their  masters  (for  whom  they  ahowed  little 
affection)  for  haj-der  times.  I  regi'Ot  to  say  that  we  lost  one  officer,  Heniy  Snl- 
liran,  acting  third  assistant  engineer  of  the  tug  Dailia,  who  was  struck  by  a 
rifle  shot  and  died  of  his  woimda.  Only  two  were  severely  wounded.  The 
hoata  of  some  of  the  vessels  were  badly  damaged  {which  was  ahont  the  only 
serious  injuries)  in  crashing  through  the  traea. 

We  performed  a  distance  of  seventy  miles  each  way,  maldng  one  hundi-ed 
and  forty  miles,  of  the  most  severe  labor  officers  and  men  ever  went  through. 
We  tbuad  our  new  mortar  boats  (though  badly  built)  well  adapted  for  this  kind 
of  business,  and  very  useful  in  clearing  the  woods  of  sharpshooters. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  iif  ilm  Navy,   Washington,  D.  C. 


I  look  upon  it  as  a  great  misfortune  that  this  expedition  did  not  get  through^ 
for  it  would  have  been  a  most  perfect  surprise;  would  have  thrown  into  our 
hands  every  vessel  in  the  Yazoo,  and  every  granary  from  which  the  reliels 
could  draw  a  supply. 

The  great  difficulty  seems  to  have  been  for  want  of  more  promptness  in 
moving  the  troops,  or  rather  I  should  say,  want  of  means  for  the  moving  of 
troops,  for  there  were  never  yet  any  two  men  who  would  labor  harder  ftian 
Generals  Grant  and  Sherman  to  forward  an  expedition  for  the  overthrow  of 
Yicksburg. 

At  one  time  I  felt  most  uncomfortable,  iinding  the  enemy  increasing  in 
strength  in  frfat  of  me,  cutting  down  trees  behind  me,  and  in  front  a  chance  of 
blocking  up  the  feeders  of  the  canal  and  letting  the  water  out,  and  not  a  soldiei' 
of  ours  in  sight,  or  (by  the  answers  I  received  to  my  communication)  any  pros- 
pect of  any  coming  in  time  to  prevent  a  landing  of  the  enemy.  I  never  knew 
how  helpless  a  thing  an  iron-ciad  could  be  when  unsupported  by  troops  ;  our 
guns  were  three  feet  below  the  levee  ;  the  woods  stood  just  fai-  enough  back  to 
enable  the  sharpshooters  to  pick  off  our  men,  without  our  being  able  to  bother 
them,  except  with  the  mortars,  which  kept  them  off. 

When  the  army  did  come  up  it  was  without  provisions ;  we  had  to  subsist 
them  partly.  They  left  their  artillery  at  Hill's  landing,  to  protect  that  place, 
and  I  felt  uneasy  about  them  whenever  they  would  get  away  from  the  guns 
of  the  ii-on-dads.  Under  the  cu-numstances  I  could  not  afford  to  risk  a  single 
vessel,  and  therefore  abandoned  the  expedition.  I  knew  the  difficulties  to  be 
overcome  ahead  after  we  were  once  discovered,  and  the  impoasibility  of  doing 
anything  with  the  want  of  preparation  on  the  pai't  of  the  army  to  follow  this 
matter  up.  The  army  officers  worked  like  horses  to  enable  them  to  accom- 
plish what  was  desired,  bnt  they  were  behind  time,  and  that  ended  the  matter. 
No  other  general  could  have  done  better,  or  as  well,  as  Sherman,  but  he  had 
not  the  means  for  this  peculiar  kind  of  transportation. 
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With  t)jc  find  of  t\m  expedition  end  all  my  hopea  of  getting  into  Vicksbnrg 
in  this  direction;  luid  we  been  anccessful,  we  could  iiavo  made  a  auro  thing  of 
it,  provided  the  army  had  been  pushed  on  in  auffieient  numbera.  It  is  not 
likely  that  they  would  bave  been,  want  of  a  certain  kind  of  tvaosportation 
being  felt. 

All  we  can  do  here  now  ia  to  harass  the  enemy  by  keepiag  hia  troops  moving 
to  and  fro;  they  will  never  again  be  caught  by  aurprise,  for  after  this  attempt 
they  will  guard  every  ditch  leading  into  tbe  Yazoo, 

As  to  any  harm  that  gunboats  can  do  Vicksburg,  it  ia  not  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  at  all ;  the  batteries  at  that  place  could  tlestroy  four  times  the 
number  we  have  here,  and  not  receive  any  damage  in  return. 

There  is  but  one  thing  now  to  be  done,  and  that  is  to  start  an  army  of  150,000 
men  from  Memphis  via  Granada,  and  let  them  go  supplied  witb  everything 
recjaired  to  take  Vickshtirg;  let  all  minor  considerations  give  way  to  this,  and 
Vicksb are  wilt  be  ours.  Had  &eneral  Grant  not  turned  back  when  on  the  way 
to  Granaaa,  he  would  have  been  in  Vicksburg  before  this. 

Admiral  .Farragnt's  vessels  can  cut  off  the  supplies  at  Port  Hudson  and  Red 
liver  if  be  confines  them  solely  to  that  business — ^it  is  the  only  way  in  the 
world  of  their  getting  supplies ;  but  if  he  risks  his  vessels  by  tiying  to  capture 
the  Queen  of  tlie  West  or  the  Webb,  he  migbt  as  well  not  attempt  the  blockade. 

The  Yazoo  Pass  expedition  at  fii-st  bid  fair  to  do  well,  but  1  am  afraid  it 
won't  amoimt  to  much — merely  a  kind  of  duel  between  batteries  and  iron-clads, 
itt  which  ahell  aud  powder  are  expended  without  any  use. 

Though  I  feel  relieved  to  get  back  safe  with  all  the  veeaels,  yet,  air,  I  see  the 
misfortune  of  not  having  Buceeeded.     It  wonldhave  been  a  splendid  performance. 

Now  we  must  console  ourselves  with  the  damage  we  did  the  enemy,  in  baying 
hia  cotton  burned  and  hia  com  and  live  stock  destroyed.  The  demoraiiaation 
of  the  negroes  was  complete,  and  I  much  fear  tbat  terrible  scenes  will  be  en- 
acted in  the  district  through  which  we  went.  The  slave  there  has  been  told 
that  he  is  free,  and  more  than  any  place  that  1  have  seen  do  the  slaves  seem 
determined  to  maint^n  what  to  them  aeema  a  most  precious  boon.  I  do  not 
blame  tltem,  for  slavery  exists  in  its  worst  form  in  the  valley  of  tbe  Mississippi. 

Excuse  me,  sir,  for  sending  you.  so  long  a  communication. 
Very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POKTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

1-Ioii.  CtiBKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Workington,  D.  C. 


Yazijo  Pass  Expedition,  U.  S,  Mississippi  Sau; 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  March  26,  1863. 
SiB;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Lieutenant  (jommander 
Foster,  of  tbe  Chillicothe,  and  one  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Smith.  The 
Yazoo  Pass  expedition  does  not  seem  to  be  doing  mnch  beyond  exchanging 
shots  with  the  batteries.  The  ChiUicothe,  from  all  accounts,  has  proved  her- 
self unlit  to  engage  a  batteiy,  the  bolts  confining  the  iron  to  the  ship  having 
been  found  very  destructive  to  those  on  board.  The  Obillicothe  has  suffered  a 
good  deal  in  killed  and  wounded,  as  will  appear  by  the  report  of  her  commander. 

Lieutenant  Gommandev  Smith,  who  commanded  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition, 
was  taken  sick  soon  after  entering  the  Tallahatchie  and  after  operations  com- 
menced, and  was  aent  hack  in,  1  fear,  a  dying  condition.  I  depended  a  good 
deal  on  his  energy  in  carrying  out  my  orders,  for  the  success  of  the  expedi- 
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tion.     Unless  the  fort  ia  taken  before  this,  General  Grant  haa  ordered  the  troops 
to  return.     They  have  only  retarded  owr  movoiiients  so  far,  there  being  no 
chance  of  landing  them  at  the  plaee  where  the  rebels  have  blockaded  the  rlvor. 
T  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respi?etfullT,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  POETER, 
Acdfig  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tkc  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


/iepoil  vf  Lifaleiuait  Otimtiiander  Wolson  Smilh. 

United  States  Ship  Eatti.eu, 

Tallahatchie  River,  March  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  Stood  on  this  morning  to  within  a  mile  of  the  battery,  and  went  ahead 
with  General  Rush,  in  the  Ohillicothe,  to  observe.  A  turn  brought  «s  within 
view  of  the  enemy's  works ;  almost  immediately  they  opened  fire  from  five 
guns.  One  shell  struck  the  Ohillicothe  on  the  starboard  aide  of  the  Btarboard 
forward  port,  damaging  the  plate,  and  breaking  and  starting  several  bolts; 
another  struck  on  the  port  side,  abead,  six  inches  above  watei^ — a  conical  rifle 
ehot,  making  as  great  an  indentation  as  possible  witliout  breaking  through; 
another  glanced  from  the  deck.  Captain  Foster,  in  reply,  threw  three  shells 
from  his  11-incb  guns.  With  this  knowledge  of  their  ati-ength  and  position,  we 
then  tnitied  the  point  until  covered  by  the  trees,  and  arranged  to  advance  as 
soon  as  the  ai-my  should  report  ready,  which  would  not  be  until  morning.  In 
the  iifternoon  the  rebels  appeared  to  he  shipping  cattle  and  goods  from  the  bat- 
tery, which  we  believed  to  be  indications  that  they  were  preparing  to  leave. 

Advanced  the  Ohillicotbe,  the  De  Kalb  following,  the  Lioness  in  readiness, 
and  was  about  to  bring  up  the  Hattler,  but  going  on  board  the  Ohillicotbe,  found 
her  already  much  injured  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  one  of  which  struck  be- 
tween the  slide-covers  of  the  port  forward  port,  which  was  at  the  time  suffi- 
ciently ajar  to  allow  the  rammer  handlfi  to  pass  out.  The  men  were  in  the  act 
of  sending  the  shell  down,  when  this  shell  striking  the  Chillieotbe's  shell,  both 
exploded,  (fragmente  of  eadi  being  found,)  killing  two  men,  and  wounding  eleven 
others,  three  of  them  perhaps  mortally.  The  11-inch  was  struck  on  the  muzzle, 
damaging,  but  not  disabling  it;  the  siide-covera  of  this  port  were  blown  off,  one 
going  overboard.  Other  shots  struck,  killing  one  man.  The  OhOlicotlie  and 
De  Kalb  were  strengthening  themselves  with  cotton  when  advanced,  and  I  now 
withdrew  them  for  tlie  purpose  of  completing  that  defence.  The  short  distance, 
and  the  stream  being  nan-ow,  prevents  the  easy  use  of  two  vessels  upon  the 
fort  I  have,  therefoi-e,  landed  the  30-pounder  PaiTOtt  gun  from  the  broadside 
of  this  vessel ;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  troops,  expect  to  have  it  in  posi- 
tion to  annoy  the  rebels'  best  gun,  at  about  six  hundred  yards,  by  morning,  and 
welt  protected  by  cotton  and  earth.  Of  the  seven  shells  fired  by  the  Ohillicothe, 
two  appealed  to  bui-st  well,  and  two  to  strike  a  steamboat  lying  j  ust  beyond  the 
fort  below  Greenwood.  There  is  a  steamer  sunk  there  by  the  rebels,  not  quite 
in  position  desired  by  them. 

A  rebel  called  over  this  afternoon,  stating  that  they  had  a  vessel  ready  for 
the  Ohillicothe,  She  will  be  guarded,  and,  if  boarded,  will,  if  possible,  be  swept 
by  our  own  vessels,  her  crew  going  below.  This  ia  different  from  engaging 
with  head  up  stream.  The  Ohillicothe  works  well,  but  the  De  Kalb  and  other 
stern-wheels  are  very  awkward.  The  base  of  a  rifie  shell,  measuring  6^  inches, 
shows  the  size  of  one  of  their  guns;  another  seems  like  a  sixty-eight;  another 
a  4^inch  rifle. 
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Mr.  Moi-ton,  tlie  pilot,  was  badly  blown  by  the  explosion  of  the  shells  on  hoard 
the  ChillicotJie;  lie  is  not  serioiiely  injured,  and  will  soon  he  on  duty. 

I  shall  nee  ^I  the  means  we  have  of  aileacing  this  battery — the  mortar,  with 
the  others,  when  it  arrives.  The  Chillioothe's  tniret  is  not  well  backed ;  neither 
sbe  nor  the  De  Kalb  can  stand  thoae  i-ifled  shot. 

I  have  not  ascertained  sufficiently  about  the  raft  to  speak  of  it  with  certaiuty. 

My  letter  of  yesterday  acq^uainta  yon  with  onr  sitnation  as  regards  provisions 
and  fuel.  Those  of  us  that  are  but  partly  Bjaaned  feel  the  want  of  men;  the 
soldiers  serve  the  guns  well,  but  the  others  are  needed.  It  is  with  difficulty 
that  the  small  boate  cao  be  manned. 

The  small  army  steamei'  hiis  arrived,  not  having  been  interfered  with  by 
guerillas. 

Midnight. — The  rebels  are  busy  at  something;  don't  think  they  are  leaving. 
The  Tallahusha  is  probably  fortified  at  each  bluff,  as  they  feared  for  Granada. 
I  atn  obliged  to  keep  steam  now  at  night,  which  is  exhausting  to  the  coal. 
Hespectfully  yonrs, 

WATSON  SMITH, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portek, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


llqmrl  if  lAmleatml  Oommanf/er  J^'wee  P.  FasUT. 

United  States  Gunboat  Chillicotme, 
Tallahatchie  River,  Mississippi,  March  22,  18G3. 

SiK  :  When  I  last  wrote  y on,  a  retrograde  movement  was  unanimously  agreed 
upon,  it  being  hazardous  to  remain  longer.  This  movement  was  postponed, 
but,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  was  reagreed  upon,  and  we  started  for 
Helena  iu  the  perfect  belief  that  there  was  no  hope  of  reducing  Fort  Greenwood 
(or  Pemberton)  without  a  strong  re-enforcement  of  heavy  iron-elads. 

Since  our  departure  (to-day)  we  have  met  on  the  Tallahatchie  river  General 
Quimby  and  his  command  en  route  for  Fort  Greenwood.  General  Quimby 
states  to  me  that  other  large  laud  forces  were  on  their  way  fUso  to  join  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Greenwood,  and  that  bia  forces  and  armament  would  be  such, 
that  with  the  gunboats  of  the  Mississippi  squadron,  composing  the  Yazoo  Paaa 
expedition,  fmlnre  is  impossible,  in  his  opinion.  I  seud  you  a  copy  of  his  letter 
of  request,  and  while  I  fee!  the  responsibility,  without  consulting  you  of  it, 
being  impossible,  I  stUlfeel  and  hope  that,  in  complying  with  General  Qniniby's 
request,  I  shall  meet  your  hearty  approval,  notwitatanding  the  disabled 
condition  of  the  ChilUcothe,  and  the  shortness  of  ammunition  and  pioviaions; 
the  latter.  General  Quimby  promises  to  famish  for  the  present.  It  is  proper 
for  me  to  say  tliat  General  Boss,  with  whom  the  gnnbdata  have  heretofore  been 
co-operating,  and  who,  during  the  whole  expedition,  has  been  indefatigable  in 
his  exertions  to  render  it  Hueceasfti],  had  it  been  possible  with  the  foi-ces  before 
engaged,   remains   quiet,  but  thinka  we  can  take  the  fort  if  re-enforced  by 

Fi-om  my  knowledge  of  General  Eoss,  I  have  to  aay  that  I  believe  him  to  be 
as  sincere  as  I  know  him  to  be  magnauimona  and  bi-ave.  Colonel  Wilson  joins 
in  the  renewal  of  the  Yazoo  Pass  espedition,  and  from  his  known  engineering 
abilities,  and  his  well-established  patriotism,  I  can  but  accord  to  his  opinion 
great  weight. 

I  hope  that  the  expedition  will  redound  to  our,  cause,  and  I  fervently  hope  to 
despatch  to  you  that  the  gunboats  of  the  Yazoo  Pasa  expedition,  in  conjunctioB 
with  the  army,  have  added  other  laurels  to  onr  flag.  >  . 

I     CnOOt^lC 
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After  we  pass  Fort  Greenwood,  if  not  before,  I  iJiink  it  iviil  be  absolutely 
necessajy  to  our  perfect  succeas  to  have  at  least  two  more  heavy  iron-clads. 
Two  months'  provisions  are  required  now  for  what  gnnboats  are  here  of  all 
classes. 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  bave  just  heai-d  pretty  reliably  that  the  Eattlei-,  e/i 
route  for  Helena,  and  in  command  of  Acting  Master  Fentress,  late  executive 
officer  of  the  Eattlpr,  was  attacked  in  the  Tallahatchie  river,  and  during  the 
action  lost  two  men  killed  and  sevei'al  wounded.  I  also  regret  to  say  that 
Lieutenant  Commander  Smith  was  said  to  be  dying. 

The  wonuded  of  the  Ohillicothe,  in  the  actions  of  the  11th,  13th,  and  16th, 
that  have  been  retained  here,  are  doing  well.  I,  however,  sent  tlie  worst  cases 
to  the  fleet  surgeon,  except  the  wounded  soldiers  doing  duty  as  marines.  These 
latter  I  sent  to  the  army  hospital  boat.  I  will  remain  off  Fort  Greenwood  ten 
days,  and  await  your  answer  to  former  despatches. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  P.  FOSTER, 

Lieutenant  Coiamander. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  D.  J).  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Lid  qf  killed  aiid  'i-'.undid  oil  hoard  Ibe  Ghilhmihe 

United  States  iVIississippi  SiiUAnmiN, 
United  States  Gunhoat  GhilUcoike,  Marclt  11,  1863. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  during  the  action  of  to-day: 
J.  F.  Morton,  pilot,  wounded;    Thoe.   Greenalade,  quarter-gunner,  killed j 
Jerry  Norton,  marine,  killed  ;  Jno.  G.  Singleton,  marine,  killed;  Jno.  Hender- 
son, marine,  killed  ;    Henry  B.  Levague,  boatswain's  mate,  wonnded  ;  Kewton 
Porter,  marine,  wounded ;  Jas.  M.  Toung,  marine,  wounded  ;  Jas.  F.  Holladay, 
maiine,  wounded ;    Pati'ielt  Conner,  marine,  wounded  ;    Eobt.  Brown,  niaiine, 
wounded;    J.  A.  Briton,  marine,  wounded;    C.  C.  Huff,  marine,  wounded; 
Stephen  N.  Cornel!,  seaman,  wounded. 

W.  C.  FOSTEK, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Francis  O'Neil,  landsman,  wonnded  badly  in  arm;  Leopold  Trost,  marine, 
wonnded  in  the  face ;  Roney  Hupple,  seaman,  contusion  of  the  hand ;  John 
Mitchell,  seaman,  violent  contusion  of  brain  ;  D.  Miller,  marine,  wounded  in  the 
hand;  Harrison  Gill,  landsman,  wound  of  the  hand. 

W.  C.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  Chillicothe. 


It  CUillkothe,  during  the  action 
163. 

John  Toung,  seaman,  wounded  in  right  aide  ;  Christopher  Talbot,  wihin  boy, 
■wounded,  by  falling  overboard,  as  we  were  going  into  action. 

W.  G.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,   United  States  Navy. 
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Report  (if  killed  and  toounded  on  the  Rattler. 

Ukited  States  Mississippi  SuDADnoiif, 

Yazoo  River,  April  7,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  liavQ  the  Lonor  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
the  United  States  steamer  Rattler,  on  her  passage  out  of  the  Tallahatchie  river, 
March  19,  1863. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Cmit'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hott.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Hie  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


UiMiTED  States  -Steamer  Rattler, 

Tallahatchie  River,  Marcit,  19,  1863. 
Str  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  killed  and  wounded  aboard 
this  vessel : 

Killed. — Jeremiali  Harrington,  seaman  ;  ball  passing  through  externa!  caro- 
tid artery. 

Wounded. — George  8.  "West,  acting  ensign  ;  hall  entei-ed  left  side,  between 
ninth  and  tenth  rihs,  passing  round  anterior  to  the  bowels,  lodging  below  right 
nipple.     The  patient  will  recover. 

Respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WILSOW, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  Steamer-  Rattler. 
Walter  E.  H.  FuNTRess, 

Anting  Master,  ConCdg  U.  S.  Steamer  Rattler. 


Ei^traet  from  repoTt  of  Renr-Admiml  Porter. 

Yazoo  River,  April  11,  1863. 

The  Yazoo  Pass  expedition  has  done  Iiarm  to  the  enemy,  though  not  as  sue- 
cessful  as  I  intended  it  to  be.  It  caused  the  enemy  to  sink  the  Star  of  the 
West,  Magnolia,  and  Natchez — three  of  their  best  vessels.  The  squadron 
chased  the  steamer  Thirty-fifth  Parallel  on  shore,  where  she  was  burnt,  wth 
three  thousand  bales  of  cotton.  One  steamer  transport  was  sunk  by  our  ahells, 
and  one  other,  1  believe,  destroyed  to  avoid  falling  into  our  bands.  . 

The  fort  (Pemberton)  was  silenced  at  one  time  by  our  gunboats,  and  re- 
mained so  for  a  day.     The  army  did  not  think  themselves  strong  enough  to  at- 
tempt the  assault;  waited  for  re-enforcements  amd  lost  their  chance. 
I  remain,  sir,  veiT  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Adviiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Stptadron. 
Hon.  GtioEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washiiigton,  D.  C. 
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Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  April  13,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  report  of  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition, 
from  Lieutenant  Oonimander  Foster,  wlio  took  command  after  Lieuteuant  Com- 
mander Watson  Smith  was  obliged  to  give  up  from  extreme  iDoess. 

The  depaitmetit  will  observe  that  the  Chillicothe  haa  proved  heraelf  en- 
tirely unfit  for  a  fighting  vessel,  as  she  now  is;  her  backing  of  fine  wood,  twelve 
inches  thick,  being  found  inadequate  to  stand  shot. 

The  Baron  De  Kalh,  supposed  to  be  an  inferior  vessel,  received  no  damage 
of  any  consequence. 

The  department  can  form  their  opinion  of  the  importance  of  tho  expedition 
from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Foster.  Fort  Pemberton  waa  fairly 
whipped  and  silenced  by  the  De  Kalb  and  Chillicothe.  No  attempt  was  made 
by  the  troops  to  assault  or  take  possession.  At  one  time  the  enemy  had  not  a 
charge  of  powder  in  the  fort;  and  the  shells  of  our  veasela  were  passing  through 
seven  bales  of  cotton,  which  must  have  made  the  place  untenable. 

There  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  an  assault,  but  whether  they  were  suf- 
ficient to  stop  the  troops,  when  the  fort  wafi  silenced,  I  am  nnable  to  say. 
I  remain,  air,  very  reapectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

UAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Musisstppt  Squadron, 
H&n.  GiDBo.\  Welles, 

Sacrelary  of  the  Namj,   Washington,  2),  C. 


Additii/iiui  Ttpoit  of  lA-uttsnut  Comm'jndrT  Pusler. 

United  States  Steameb  Chillicothe, 

April  13,  18G3. 

SiE :  On  the  18th  March,  in  consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Watson  Smith,  I  fell  into  the  command  of  the  Yaaoo  Pass  expedition, 
and  have  to  make  the  following  report : 

The  orders  which  were  turned  over  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Coramander  Smith 
were  positive,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  pushing  on,  urging  him  by  no  means 
to  delay,  as  the  success  of  the  expedition  depended  entirely  upon  the  rapidity  of 
the  movement.  Had  these  instructions  been  carried  out,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  expedition  would  have  heon  successftil,  and  that  we  would  have  reached 
Yazoo  City  in  half  the  time  that  we  were  in  making  Fort  Pemberton;  and  as 
there  was  no  opposition  at  that  time  of  sufficient  force  to  check  us,  we  would 
have  had  complete  control  of  the  river,  with  all  their  steamers  at  our  mercy. 

Snceeaa  here,  and  the  controlling  power  of  the  Gold  Water,  Tallahatchie,  Yal- 
labusha,  and  Yazoo  rivers,  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  opened  a  sure  road  to 
Vicksburg,  as  it  is  by  these  rivei-s  that  they  receive  most  of  their  supplies. 

The  first  attack  made  on  Fort  Pemberton  waa  on  the  1 1th  of  March,  on  a  re- 
connoissance,  about  11  a,  m.,  whea  five  or  six  shots  where  exchanged,  doing  little 
or  no  damage.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  Chillicothe  again  went 
down  and  opened  fire  on  the  fort.  During  the  action  the  Chillicothe  had  four 
men  killed  and  fifteen  wounded;  after  having  a  whole  gun'a  crew  disabled  the 
Chillicothe  withdrew. 

The  Chillicothe  is  a  perfect  failure,  aa  a  fighting  vessel,  and  will  have  to  be 
repaired  before  going  into  action  again. 
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Oa  the  13th  the  Ohillicotbe  and  Baron  De  Kalb  got  under  way  at  1 1.30  a.  m., 
iind  coiamenced  the  attack  on  Fort  Pemberton,  at  seven  huodred  and  eighty . 
yarda.  The  Chilhcothe  reniEoned  in  action  one  hour  and  thirty-eight  minutes. 
During  thia  action  she  received  forty-four  shota;  and  after  espeadiug  nearly  all 
her  ammunition  of  five-inch  and  ten-inch  shells,  retired  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  On  the  retiring  of  the  Chillicothe  the  fort  eeaaed  firing,  although 
the  De  Kalb  remained,  and  hept  firing  slowly  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Deserters  and  piisoaei-s  captiu'ed  reported  that  their  gnns  were  silenced,  and 
that  the  fort  woald  have  been  taken  had  onr  foreea  advanced,  as  they  were  en- 
tirely without  ammunition. 

On  the  IStli  we  retired,  believing  the  fort  too  strong  for  the  forces  there  en- 
gaged, and  being  short  of  ammunition. 

The  day  after  leaving  Fort  Pomberton  the  Chillicothe,  De  Kalb,  light-draughts, 
&o.,  arrived  before  the  fort  again;  and  at  the  suggeation  of  General  Quimby 
the  Chillicothe  took  her  old  position  before  the  fort,  firing  three  shots  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  the  enemy's  fire;  faihng  in  this,  she  withdrew.  Wc,  along 
with  those  on  shore,  were  nnder  the  impression  tliat  the  enemy  blew  ap  a  tor- 
pedo, just  forward  the  Chilhcothe's  bow. 

We  remained  twelve  days  waiting  for  the  army  to  do  something;  and  when 
General  Quimby  waa  ordei-ed  to  withdraw  his  forces,  we  brought  up  the  rear. 

We  captnred  five  priaonera,  three  of  whom  I  have  paroled  at  Helena ;  the 
remaining  two  I  shall  send  to  yon. 

On  our  retnm  to  the  fort  we  remained  twelve  days,  and  during  the  whole  of 
that  time  nothing  was  done  by  General  Quimby  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
fort.  On  meeting  General  Quimby,  I  told  him  that  it  waa  impossible  to  take 
the  fort  without  heavy  siege  guns;  he  aaid  that  he  had  a  number  of  heavy 
24-pounders,  and  would  procure  others  without  delay,  and  expressed  his  enfii-e 
confidence  as  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Pemberton.  I  then,  at  his  earnest  and 
written  request,  (a  copy  of  which  I  have  sent  you,). returned  with  him,  and  re- 
mained until  the  army  waa  ordered  to  withdraw.  The  cotton  captured  and  de- 
stroyed is  about  4,000  to  5,000  bales. 

The  Yazoo  Pass,  Cold  Water,  and  Tallahatchie,  at  the  present,  are  in  good 
condition,  and  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  their  navigation. 

The  enemy  burnt  two  large  steamers,  the  35th  Parallel  (supposed  to  have 
on  board  3,500  bales  of  cotton)  and  the  iNfagnolia;  cargo  reported  to  be  cotton. 
In  addition  to  theae,  they  sunk  the  Star  of  the  West  near  the  fort.  The  enemy 
lost,  by  his  own  acknowledgment,  12  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  gunboats,  had  they  pushed  on  even  after  the  delay  at  Helena,  would 
have  reached  Fort  Pemberton  before  a  spade  was  put  in  the  ground  for  its 
erection. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  again  say,  had  the  expedition  been  carried  out  as  it 
was  originally  planned,  and  had  not  the  army  detained  us  by  the  alownesa  of 
their  movements,  the  expedition  would  have  been  a  complete  success. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  P.  FOSTEE, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  PoitTEK, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Sqiiailrcm. 
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l!,pi,rt  of  Lkutenant  Ctmimanda-  John  G.   Wulker. 

UiviTeo  States  Gunboat  Baeon  Dg  Kalb, 

Mouth  of  Yazoo,  April  13,  1863. 

Sir:  J  liave  tlie  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  report  of  the  operatioM  of  this 
vessel  before  Fort  Pembertou,  Tallabatckie  river  : 

We  arrived  before  the  fort  on  the  lltb  of  March,  and  after  examining  the 
worlt  prepared  for  action,  but,  owing  to  the  temporary  disabling  of  the  Ghilli- 
cothe  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy,  wei-e  ordered  to  withdraw.  On  the  13th  went 
into  action  at  10.45  p.  m„  in  company  with  the  OhiUicothe  and  mortar  boat, 
engaging  the  fort  at  about  eight  hundred  yards.  The  engagement  was  severe 
until  about  2  p.m.,  when  the  Chillicothe  was  foi-eed  to  retire  for  the  waut  of 
ammunition.  This  vessel  remained  in  her  position  until  dai-k,  firing  upon  the 
enemy  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes,  the  enemy  having  ceased  firing.  After 
dark,  by  order  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Smith,  she  was  backed  up  to  hei'  old 
position. 

The  enemy  fired  but  few  shots  aftei-  2  p.  m.  On  the  15th,  landed  aa  8-inch 
guu,  \yith  a  supply  of  ammunition,  and  placed  it  in  battery  on  shore,  with  a 
crew  to  work  it.  At  12.30  p.  m.,  on  the  16tb,  we  again  moved  into  action,  but 
the  Chillicothe,  being  disabled  in  a  few  minutes  after  getting  under  fire,  withdrew 
by  oi-der.     On  the  19th  took  ou  board  the  8-inch  gun  from  the  shore  battery. 

Ill  the  engM;ement  of  the  13th  the  loss  on  board  this  vessel  was : 

John  O'Neil,  qnarteimaater,  killed;  Robert  Murphy,  ordiaaiy  aeaman,  killed;  . 
IT.  E.  Davis,  mister's  mate,  mortally  wounded,  since  dead;  G.  W.  Male,  sea- 
man, lost  a  leg ;  John.  McGoveni,  seaman,  slightly  wounded ;  Frank  McGuire, 
seaman,  slightly  wounded. 

This  vessel  was  considerably  cut  up,  losing  ten  gun-deck  beams,  having  the 
wheel-house  and  steerage  badly  knocked  to  pieces,  and  various  other  damages 
to  the  wooden  parts  of  the  vessel,  hut  nothing  to  render  her  unserviceable. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN"  G.  WALKEa, 

Ziieatenant  ComTaander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  ]}dississippi  SquadrMi, 


Sinking  of  the  Lancaster  and  Stmtserland  (ratiis)  in  passing  the  Vickshurg 
hhttej-ies. 

MissLssippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  March  36,  1863. 
Sitt :  During  my  absence  on  an  expedition  into  the  enemy's  country  General 
Ellet,  at  the  rec[uest  of  Admiral  Pan-agut,  sent  the  rams  SwitBerland  and  Lan- 
caster to  ran  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg. 

The  Lancaster  was  sunk  and  the  Smtaerland  disabled.  These  vessels  wei-e 
not  at  all  prepared  for  so  IiaBardous  an  adventure,  nor  at  all  suited  for  any  ser- 
vice that  will  take  them  any  distance  fi-om  a  machine  shop. 

I  send  you  a  letter  from  General  Ellet  on  the  subject,  iu  answer  to  une  from 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEH, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles; 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Gbnubal:  Will  you  please  inform  me  by  wLat  authority  you  sent  thi;  rams 
Lancaster  and  Switeei'laiid  past  tlie  batteries  at  Vicksburg  in  open  day,  and 
without  taking  any  precaution  to  guaid  tlieir  bulls.  One  of  these  vessels  has, 
io  consequence,  been  sunk,  and  the  other  damaged  extensively,  which  might 
very  well  tave  been  expected  under  the  circumataacea. 

You  wUi  also  inform  me  who  wi  re  the  commanders  of  those  vessels,  and  all 
of  the  circumstances  attending  this  unfortunate  affair. 
Very  respectfully,  &e., 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rfar- Admiral,  CowCdg  Mississippi  i: 
Brigadier  trcncral  A.  W.  Ellkt, 

Gom'dg  Marine  Brigade,  Mississippi  Stpiadrnn. 


Etporl  ot  Oeiural  A.   W.  ElU. 

Hgadquahtbhs  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flag-Ship  Autocrat,  above  Viekshttrg,  March  So,  1863. 
Admiral:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  would  respectfully  report 
that  the  Switzerland  and  Lancaster  were  sent  past  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg 
by  my  order  this  morning,  in  consequence  of  receiving  an  urgent  request  from 
Admiral  Farragnt  for  their  aeaiatance  to  aid  him  in  keeping  the  river  open  from 
Vicksburg  to  Port  Hudaon,  and  in  destroying  the  enemy's  communication  from 
Red  river,  and  alao  for  the  parpoae  of  passing  troopa  over  the  river  to  Warren- 
ton  to  aid  in  the  destruction  of  the  formidable  batteries  now  being  conatructed 
at  that  point. 

The  boats  started  before  daylight.  Tou  have  been  misinformed  of  the  pas- 
sage being  made  in  open  day.  It  is  true  that  in  consequence  of  the  injury  that 
the  boats  sustained  they  did  not  get  past  before  the  sun  had  risen ;  yet,  if  they 
had  not  been  injuied  and  obl'gel  to  float,  they  would  have  made  the  passage 
before  it  waa  fully  1  ^h 

The  Lancaster,  I  e^ret  to  say  is  a  total  loss.  Her  boilers  were  exploded, 
and  being  a  very  o  en  boat  h  went  to  pieces  and  sunk  immediately.  She 
was  commanded  by  L  euteuant  Co  onel  John  A,  Ellet. 

The  Switzerland  w  s  com  ni  led  by  Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet  in  person,  who 
also  commanded  the  esp  d  She  received  a  number  of  shots,  but  being  a 

stronger  boat  was  not  much  injured.     Her  boiler  was  exploded  by  a  plunging 
shot.     In  other  respects  the  damage  was  not  material.     She  will  be  repaired  in 
a  few  days,  and  is  in  a  position  where  I  trust  slie  may  be  able  to  redeem  what- 
ever of  mishap  has  attended  the  passage  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

ALPRED  W.  ELLET, 
Brigadier  General,  Cmn'dg  Miss.  Marine  Brigade. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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lasers  fTom  R^ar-Admirnl  FarmijiH  to  Ading  Eea'-Admi 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Haetfobd, 

Below  Vicksburg,  March  25,  1363. 
..  Dear  Admiral:  T  find  myaelf  in  a  moat  awkward  predicament,  being  here 
with  only  my  ship  and  the  little  Albatross  a.a  a  tender,  perfectly  unable  to  do 
anything  but  go  up  and  down  the  river,  or,  what  is  of  mnch  more  importance, 
blockade  the  mouth  of  Eed  river  for  a  limited  period.  I  have  expreaacd  the 
desire  to  yon  to  have  an  iron-clad,  one  at  least,  and  two  rams,  to  assiat  me  in 
this  matter;  and  I  now  repeat  it,  so  that,  when  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary 
for  me  to  go  down  the  river  to  replenish  my  provisions  and  resume  my  duties 
in  command  of  the  blockading  squadron,  I  may  be  able  to  do  so  wiljiout  re- 
opening the  Ked  river  trade.  There  is  nothing  below,  or  in  Red  river,  that 
could  aiiceessfully  compete  with  an  iron-elad  an(i  two  rams.  Greneral  Eilet 
called  on  mo  to  know  if  I  desired  two  of  his  rams;  I  replied  to  him  that  I 
needed  such  vessels  and  would  be  very  much  gratified  to  have  tliom,  but  I  would 
not  interfere  with  Admiral  Porter — that  I  understood  his  boats  to  be  a  com- 
ponent part  of  your  fleet.  He  said  all  he  desired  was  to  know  if  I  considered  it 
a  benefit  to  the  country  and  the  cause  to  have  them  below  Vieksbnrg ;  to  which 
I  replied  "certainly;"  and  he  said  that  was  all  he  wanted  to  know,  and  that  be 
should  run  two  down  in  the  night.  I  told  him  although  I  was  very  anxious 
for  the  force  I  had  asked  of  you,  and  was  ignorant  of  your  relative  positions,  I 
feared  he  waa  wrong  in  doing  so,  although  it  might  be  done  with  safety  during 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  which  he  said  he  would  avail  himself  of.  I  had 
made  an  awangement  with  General  Grant,  and  more  particularly  with  Colonel 
Wood,  of  the  76th  Ohio  volunteers,  to  convoy  a  party  to  Warrenton  and  cover 
their  attack  on  tliat  place  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  a  casemated  battery 
the  enemy  had  built  there,  which  General  EUet  proposed  his  two  rams  could 
eajTy  over,  while  we  attacked  the  batteiy  when  they  should  arrive  below.  All 
these  arrangements  were  made;  the  troops  ready  for  embarcation;  the  night 
serene  and  beautiful,  so  much  so  that  I  sincerely  hoped  the  general  would  not 
think  of  sending  his  vessels  down ;  and,  just  as  I  had  come  to  that  conclusion, 
between  half  past  5  o'clock  and  6  in  the  morning,  I  heard  the  batteries  open.  I 
felt  that  all  waa  lost  unless  by  the  merest  accident.  My  fears  were  realized. 
The  Lancaster  was  totally  destroyed ;  the  Switzerland  had  two  shots  in  her 
boilers,  otherwise,  not  materially  injured.  My  engineer  says  her  boilers  can  be 
repaired  in  a  week;  not  a  man  killed;  two  or  three  unfortnuate  negroes  were 
badly  scalded,  some  of  whom  may  die.  It  waa  a  wondeiful  escape  for  the  crew. 
I  write  this  letter  for  two  purposes ;  first,  to  exonerate  myself  irom  any  charge 
of  a  disposition  t       t    f      w  th  y  mmand ;  and,  secondly,  with  ahope  to 

excuse  General  Ell  t  f    m    ny  f    1       to  do  that  which  lie  thonght  woutd  be 
disagreeable  to  y        b  t     n  th  i  aiy,  all  who  suiTounded  him  at  the  time 

thought,  and  so      [  d  th  ms  1        that  it  would  be  in  accordance  with  yonr 

wishes  if  you  w       \  tieol       u,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  shall  now 

return  to  the  mo  tl     f  S  d  wh    h  I  consider  the  limit  of  my  jurisdiction 

under  my  old  o  d        b  t  wh    I  will  b      urtailed  to  below  Port  Hudson,  when 
■once  I  pass  that  pi  tit  pt      d  by  our  forces.     On  my  arrival  below 

I  shall  endeavor  t       mm  n     t        th  T  neral  Banks,  across  the  isthmus  oppo- 
site Port  Huds       wh       1     will  h  full  understanding  of  General  Grant's 
■views  as  to  an  attack  on  that  place  above  and  below. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARHAGUT, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  T).  Porter, 

Commanding  Western  h'lotiUa. 
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United  States  Flag-Ship  Habtford, 

Below  Vickshurg,  March,  25,  1863, 
Dear  Admiral:  Since  my  laat  letter  I  have  reeeived  your  last  letter  by  my 
aecretary,  Mr.  Gahaudoa,  and  am  deligited  to  find  tbat  our  ideaa  agree  so  well 
on,  the  subject  of  the  blocltatle  of  Red  river,  bat  you  aay  nothing  of  the  iron- 
elada  and  rams  to  assist  me  in  that  operation,  when  I  shall  be  compelled  to  leave 
them  and  make  my  ivay  down  to  New  Orleans.  I  was  in  hope  that  you  would 
have  been  here  in  time  and  sent  mo  an  iron-clad  down  to  assist  me  in  demolish- 
ing the  caaemated  battery  at  Warrenton,  unless  a  force  is  landed  and  captnri 
■  ■      ^  '  ■  '        ■■  ..  -    .    .  .     .        .  inded  b 


it — a  thing  I  think  easily  accompliahed  at  prraent,  as  the  town  is  suiTOnnded  by 
water,  and  assistance,  except  by  infantry,  is  not  easily  obtained.  My  isolated 
position  requires  that  I  should  be  more  careful  of  my  ship  than  I  would  likely 
be  if  I  had  any  fleet  with  me,  as  I  cannot  get  to  a  machine  shop  to  obtain  the 
moat  ordinary  appliances  for  repairs  without  fighting  my  way  to  mem.  I  deeply 
regret  the  rashness  of  General  EUet  in  sending  his  boats  past  the  batteries  in 
broad  daylight,  as  it  afforded  the  enemy  nothing  but  a  target  practice.  You 
aay  truly  when  you  say  that  I  have  had  some  disasters  in  my  own  fleet  similar 
to  those  of  the  Indianola.  I  consider  the  Galveston  aflair  the  gi-catest  blow  that 
the  navy  has  sustained  during  the  war.  It  has  emboldened  our  enemies,  and, 
in  many  cases,  demoralized  our  own  people.  We  are  pretty  well  prepared  for 
their  boarding.  Wishing  you  every  success  in  yoiir  niidertaking. 
Your  friend  and  obedient  seiTaut, 

D,  G.  FARRAGUT, 


Rcar-Ad?n- 


Admiral  D.  I).  Porter, 

r  Western  Flotilla. 


Eciract  from  dtSfOich  ijf  Rear- Admiral  PoHer. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  April  11,  1863. 
8ie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of 
the  3d  instant.  I  have  ah-eady  informed  voh  of  the  cause  of  the  disaster  to  the 
ram  Lancaster,  in  relation  to  which  I  had  nothing  to  do,  being  absent  at  the 
moment,  and  being  unwilling  at  any  time  to  send  down  that  class  of  vessels 
nnless  at  night  and  properly  p 


Selfridge's  "  Cut-off." 

No.  195.]  Mi-ssissiPPi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  April  16,  1863. 
Sir  r  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Oommaiider  Thomas 
O.  Sel&idge,  which  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that  it  shows  how  easily  cut- 
offs are  made  in  the  Mississippi,  when  conducted  with  ordinary  intelligence.  I 
send  a  diagram  which  will  esplain  the  operation.  We  have  been  threatened 
for  some  time  past  with  an  attack  from  the  Arkansas  rebels  in  steamers.  Every 
provision  was  made  to  meet  it.  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  saw  the  diffi- 
culty in  defending  the  mouths  of  White  and  Arkansas  rivers  while  kept  bo  far 
apart  by  a  useless  neck  of  land,  and  pr6posed  to  me  to  cut  it.  I  ordered  him 
to  do  so,  and  he  passed  through  with  his  vessel  twenty-fonr  hours  after  he  cut 
the  bond,  thus  saving  a  distance  of  over  ten  miles.     The  mouths  of  Arktmsas 
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and  White  rivers  fire  now  troiight  close  together,  and  a  small  force  caa  defend 
both. 

One  of  the  worst  points  for  guerillaa  is  also  cut  off,  as  those  pests  of  the 
human  race  could,  from  the  isthmus,  attack  a  vessel  on  one  side  and  he  ready  to 
meet  her  on  the  other  as  she  came  round,  the  distance  heing  ten  miles  around 
and  half  a  mUe  across. 

Captain  Selfridge  deserves  credit  for  cutting  this  new  river  route.  Had  the 
Vicbsbarg  canal  (which  was  first  proposed  hy  Captain  Alden,  United  States 
navy,  and  myself  to  General  Butler)  been  cut  originally  in  the  right  place,  we 
woiild  have  had  a  good  ship  channel,  well  clear  of  Vicksburg;  as  it  is,  it 
amounted  to  nothing.  By  looking  at  the  map  you  will  perceive  that  the  two 
necks  are  very  similar  in  conformation. 

I  have  force  enough  at  Arkansas  and  White  rivers  to  prevent  any  attack. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectftiliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Sqtiadroft. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of'  the  Aawy,    Washington,  D.  O. 


Repoi-i  of  Lieiilmant  Comm/fDiVaig  Thos.  0.  Sflfndge. 

Unitgd  States  Steamer  Conestoga, 

Off  Arliansaa  River,  April  14,  1863. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Curlew,  Cricket,  Rattler,  and 
Prairie  Bird,  also  the  ram ;  peimit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  strong  re-enforce- 
m.ents  you  have  sent. 

If  you  are  willing,  I  should  prefer  to  meet  an  attack  in  the  Mississippi,  rather 
than  the  As-kansas,  as  the  latter  river  is  falling  fast,  and  it  gives  me  ao  much 
more  room  to  ram  the  steamers. 

The  eut-off,  above  Alexander's,  made  on  Saturday  last,  I  passed  through 
on  Sunday — tlie  first  steamer  through.  It  shortens  the  distance  between  the 
two  rivers  at  least  ten  miles,  and  enables  me  to  concentrate  our  strength  veiy 
completely.     I  enclose  diagram  of  the  difierent  stations, 

Though  my  information  of  an  intended  attack  was  entirely  through  the 
negroes,  it  came  in  so  many  different  ways  that  I  think  confideuce  could  be 
placed  in  their  statements.  Since,  though,  I  Lave  learned  through  a  prisoner, 
and  also  some  women  that  came  last  Saturday  from  Pine  Bluff,  that  the  Arkansas 
river  is  too  low  for  steamers  to  get  out,  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  an  attack 
can  be  made  until  a  rise  of  tte  river,  or  will  be  made  with  the  present  imposing 
foi-ce.  Shoidd  they  attempt  it,  there  will  be  none  go  back.  I  have  moved  the 
coal  bai'ges  to  a  point  about  a  mile  below  White  river,  a  more  secure  position, 
more  easily  defended. 

The  force  1  now  have  I  consider  more  than  sufficient  for  this  point.  If  yon 
wish  any  of  the  light -draughts  sent  elsewhere,  I  shall  give  them  all  an  inspection 
and  report  the  result. 

Learning  that  there  were  U.  8.  arms  at  McGhee's  place,  Carson's  landing, 
I  sent  the  Juliet  iip,  which  captured  two  men,  Alexander  Smith  and  J.  N.  Crow. 
These  men  have  been  employed  hunting  runaway  negroes,  and  acknowledge 
to  have  shot  some  who  attempted  to  escape;  they  are  notorious  rascals,  and 
Smith  was  concerned  in  the  burning  of  the  Lake  City.  I  found  at  McGhee's 
a  "United  States  Belgian  rifle,  sword  bayonet  with  complete  equipments,  marked 
U.  S.,  and  a  hunting  rifle.  Smith's  story  is  that  he  purchased  them  from  two 
of  our  deserters;  the  negroes  say  he  robbed  them  of  them. 
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"  I  have  ttese  two  iu  double  irons  on  the  Bragg.  My  intention  was,  if  it  met 
yoor  approval,  to  panifih  them  for  their  villawy,  and  send  them  heyond  the  linoa. 
;  I  was  up  through  the  cut-off  iato  the  Arkansas  yesterday,  on  a  reconnoia- 
'BBnee.  I  captured  a  prisoner,  Cornelius  Jones,  private  of  twenty-first  Texas.  He 
was  employed  as  a  vawl  or  despatch  carrier.  He  had  on  at  the  time  a  federal 
aniform,  and  attempted  to  pass  himself  off  as  a  citizen.  He  says  that  all  the 
pickets  on  the  rirer  had  been  drawn  ia.  His  regiment  had  gone  to  BatesviUe, 
Arkansas.  From  all  I  can  learn  there  is  some  secret  move  on  hand  amongst 
thdr  forces.     "What -disposition  shall  I  make  of  him  t 

I  have  sent  the  Signal  to  Memphis  for  provisions,  and  for  some  little  repairs, 
that  can  be  made  during  the  short  time  she  is  there. 

I  have  sent  word  to  the  Cbilhcothe  to  remain  at  Helena  until  she  receives 
your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH08.  0.  SELl^EIDGE, 

hieu,t<mant  Commanding. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Poetur, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

General  Prentiss,  at  Helena,  wishes  all  the  negroes  he  can  get,  as  he  is  form- 
ing them  into  regiments.     Am  I  authorized  to  send  up  such  as  present  them- 


fassage  of  the    Vickshurg    baUerias    by   Acting   Rear- Admiral  Porter  with 
/lis  fieet. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  April  7,  1863. 
Sir:  There  is  nothing  new  at  this  point,  with  the  exception  that  General 
Steele's  division  lias  been  sent  np  to  take  possession  of  the  country  through 
which  we  lately  took  the  gunboats.     When  that  is  secured  we  can  reach  the 
Yazoo  when  we  please,  provided  the  water  keeps  np. 

I  am  preparing  to  pass  the  batteries  of  Vieksburg  with  most  of  the  fleet.  Gen- 
eral Grant  is  marching  his  army  below,  and  we  are  going  to  endeavor  to  turn 
Vicltsburg  and  get  to  Jackson  by  a  very  practicable  route.  If  General  Grant 
can  raise  60,000  men,  which  he  says  he  can  do,  he  cannot  fail. 

The  enemy,  owing  to  oar  late  raids  on  them,  have  much  reduced  their  force 
at  Vickshurg.     They  are  cut  off  from  all  supplies  from  below ;  so  is  Port  Hudson. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Eear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seer ctari/  of  the  Navy,   WasJdngtnn,  D.  C. 


Mississippi  Squadron, 
New  Carthage,  Mississippi  River,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  passed  the  batteries  at  Vickabui^, 
on  the  night  of  the  16tU  of  April,  witli  a  large  force  for  operations  below.  Three 
army  transports  were  prepared  to  resist  shot,  and  accompanied  the  squadron.  I 
led  in  the  Benton,  and  having  drifted  down  on  the  batteries,  got  up  with  the 
first  one  without  being  discovered.  At  11.16  p.  m.  the  batteries  opened  on  uaj 
wo  immediately  responding  with  a  rapid  fire,  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  all  in 
line  following  our  example. 
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The  enemy  lighted  up  the  river  on  both  sides,  and  we  were  feiv  targets  for 
them.  Still,  we  received  hut  little  damage.  The  acjuadron  was  under  fire  for 
two  hours  and  thirty  mimites.  No  one  was  killed,  and  only  eight  wounded — 
the  greatest  number  on  board  this  ship,  which,  being  ahead,  received  a  concen- 
trated fire.  An  army  transport,  the  Henry  Clay,  was  sunk  by  a  heavy  shot. 
The  Forest  Queen,  transport,  became  temporarily  disabled,  and  was  turned  iato 
safe  quarters  by  the  Thiscumbia. 

The  fire  from  the  forts  was  heavy  and  rapid,  but  was  replied  to  with  such 
spirit  that  the  aim  of  the  enemy  was  not  as  good  as  usual. 

The  condnct  of  all  the  commanders  met  my  entire  approbation.  All  the  ves- 
sels were  ready  for  service  half  an  hour  after  passing  the  batteries. 

I  had  tlie  Indianola  examined  to-day.     She  is  mBch  shattered.  '  The  rebels 
got  hex  two  9-iacb  gims.     One  11-inch  gnn  was  hurst,  and  is  lying  on  deck; 
the  other  fell  overboard,  and  how  lies  alongside,  in  nine  feet  water. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  reepectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETEK, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GriDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtim,  D.  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Acting  Rcar-Admiral  Fortcr. 

Mississippi  SauADRON, 

i  Flag-Ship  Benton,  Neio  Carthage,  Misiisiippi,  April  19,  1863. 

Sir;  Being  anxious  to  send  back  despatch^  by  General  Grant,  I  wrote  yoa 
a  abort  report.  I  omitted  to  state  the  number  and  names  of  the  vessels  com- 
posing this  expedition,  as  my  letter  would  go  through  the  Memphis  post  office ; 
and  as  I  have  no  great  confidence  in  that  depai-tment,  I  omitted  names  and  num- 
bers from  prudential  motives. 

The  following  is  the  order  in  which  the  vessels  started,  fifty  yards  apart: 
Benton,  Lieutenant  Commander  Green;  Lafayette,  Captain  Walke,  with  the 
Grenerai  Price  lashed  on  starboard  side;  Louisville,  Lieutenant  Commander 
Owen;  Mound  City,  Lieutenant  Wilson;  Pittsburg.  Lieutenant  Hoei;  Caron- 
delet.  Lieutenant  Murphy;  and  Tuscumbia,  Lieutenant  Commandei-Shu-k;  also 
the  tug  Ivy,  lashed  to  the  Benton.  The  three  army  transports  were  in  the  rear 
of  the  above-mentioned  vessels,  and  the  Tuscumbia  was  placed  astern  of  all,  to 
see  that  the  transports  did  not  turn  back.  This  duty  Lieutenant  Commander 
Shirk  performed  handsomely.  Two  of  the  transports,  when  firing  became  heavy, 
attempted  to  run  np  sti'eam,  but  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk  drove  them  badt, 
and  staid  bebind  them  until  the  Forest  Queen  was  disabled.  He  then  took  her 
in  tow  and  placed  her  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's  shot. '  All  the  vessels,  except 
the  Benton,  took  in  tow  coal  barg^,  contmning  each  ten  thousand  bushels  of 
coal,  and  all  except  the  Laiayette  brought  them  safely  past  the  batteries.  Hav- 
ing the  General  Price  alongside,  the  Lafayette  did  not  manage  very  well,  and  the 
coal  barge  got  adrift,  but  was  afterwards  picked  np  at  Carthage.  The  Louis- 
ville, Lieutenant  Oonunander  Owen,  lost  hers  in  the  "meMe,"  but  picked  it  up 
again  while  under  fire. 

The  Benton  was  beautifully  handled  by  her  pilot,  Mr.  Williams,  who  was  also 
in  the  Essex  when  she  ran  the  batteries.  He  kept  the  vessel's  guns  bearing  on 
the  town  and  water  batteries  all  the  lime  while  drifting  down.  The  guns  of  the 
Benton  fired  over  eighty  shell,  well  directed  to  the  town  and  batteries. 

The  Pittsbui^,  Lieutenant  Heel;  Tuscumbia,  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk; 
and  Mound  City,  Lienteimut  Wilson,  were  more  fortunate  than  the  others  in  not 

i.,CnOt.)0[c 
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turning  ronnd  a.s  tliey  eame  by,  although  no  ill  results  happened  to  those  ves- 
aeln  that  did  turn. 

The  pilots  were  deceived  by  a  large  fire  started  on  the  side  opposite  to  Vicka- 
burg  by  the  rebels  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  vessels  more  plainly — fires 
being  started  on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  once. 

Altogether,  we  were  Very  fortunate.  The  vessels  had  some  narrow  escapes, 
but  were  saved,  in  most  instances,  by  the  precautions  taken  to  protect  them. 
They  were  covered  with  heavy  logs  and  bales  of  wet  hay,  which  were  found  to 
bo  an  excellent  defence. 

I  cannot  apeak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  commanders.  They 
carried  out  my  oi:ders  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  having  great  difficnltiea  to  con- 
tend with — strong  currents  and  dangerous  eddies,  glaring  fires  in  eveiy  direc- 
tion that  bothered  the  pilots,  smoke  almost  enveloping  the  squadron,  and  a  very 
heavy  fiae  on  vessels  that  were  fair  targets  for  the  enemy,  I  have  no  cause  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  result.  No  one  was  killed ;  only  one  or  two  badly 
woiiuded,  and  only  twelve  casualties  in  all.  Most  of  the  wounded  are  walking 
about; 

The  shot  the  enemy  fired  were  of  tlie  heaviest  calibre,  and  some  of  excellent 
pattern.  They  came  on  board',  but  did  no  material  damage  beyond  smashing 
the  bulwarks. 

I  am  in  hopes  soon  to  have  some  of  our  Monitors  down  here,  and  if  they  are 
properly  built  we  can  silence  some  of  the  batteries  at  Vickaburg. 

I  am  happy  to  hiform  you  that  no  lives  were  lost  on  the  transport  Henry 
Clay,  which  was  burned  aad  sunk  passing  the  batteries.  We  picked  most  of 
the  crew  up,  and  others  got  away  in  the  yawl. 

I  enclose  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  difierent  vessels,  and  also  copy  of 
general  order  issued  in  reference  to  the  mnning  of  the  batteries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Instniflions  to  cnmmatiders  of  vessels  rdative  to  passing  the  Viekshurg  batteries. 

United  Statbs  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  AprU  10,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  prepare  your  vessels  for  passing  the  batteries  at  Vicksbtirg, 
taking  every  precaution  possible  to  protect  the  hull  and  ma«hineiy  against  any 
accidental  shot 

When  the  vessels  do  move,  it  will  be  at  night,  and  in  the  following  order  : 
Eenton,  Lafayette,  Pi-ice,  Louisville,  Mound  Oity,  Pittsburg,  Carondelet,  other 
vessels  that  may  arrive  hereafter,  and  army  transports,  passing  as  fast  as  tliey 
can.  Every  vessel  will  take  in  tow  a  coal  barge,  to  be  cai-ried  on  the  starboard 
side.  No  lights  will  be  shown  on  any  pM-t  of  the  ship.  AU  ports  will  be  cov- 
ered up  until  such  time  as  the  vessels  open  fire,  which  they  wiU  do  when  their 
broadsides  bear  upon  the  town,  or  when  it  can  be  safely  done  without  interfer- 
ing with  the  pilot  or  endangering  the  other  vessels.  Before  atai'ting  the  hour 
of  departing  will  be  given,  and  every  vessel  will  have  her  fires  well  ignited,  so 
that  iJiey  will  show  as  little  smoke  as  possible. 

On  approaching  the  batteries  every  vessel  will  exhaust  in  the  wheel,  so  as  to 
make  but  little  noise. 

If  any  vessel  should  receive  such  damage  as  to  cause  her  to  be  in  a  sinking 
condition,  the  best  plan  will  be  to  laud  her  on  the  island  below  the  canal.     The 
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Teasels  rtmat  not  crowd  each  other,  noi'  fire  their  bow  guns  when  abreast  of  the 
'town  or  batteries.  Fifty  yards  is  the  closest  they  should  be  to  each  other. 
After  rounding  the  point  below,  and  being  clear  of  the  shoal  water,  hug  the 
shore  enough  (or  the  side  opposite  Vicksburg)  to  get  int*  the  shade  of  the 
trees,  and  hide  the  hulls  of  the  yessels.  The  crew  must  work  the  gtuia  ■without 
■light  on  the  decki  and  nil  the  guns  must  be  set  for  about  nine  hundred  yards, 
■which  will  reach  light  field-pieces  and  infantry.  Fire  shell,  and  aometimes 
grape.  Don't  fire  alter  passing  the  town  and  main  batteries — the  lower  batteries 
are  not  worth  noticing.  When  arrived  below  Warrehton,  the  flag-sliip  Benton 
will  bnrn  a  Coston  signal,  when  each  vessel  will  hoist  a  red  light,  that  I  may 
know  who  ia  missing. 

The  stems  of  tlie  vessels  must  be  protected  securely  against  raking  shot. 

The  coal  bai'ges  must  be  so  arran^d  that  they  can  he  easily  cut  adrift. 

No  vessel  must  run  directly  astern  of  the  other,  so  that  in  case  of  the  head- 
moat  vessel  stopping,  the  sternmost  one  will  not  run  into  her. 

In  case  any  vessel  should  groimd  under  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Vicksburg 
with  no  prospect  of  getting  off,  she  must  he  set  fire  to  thoroughly,  and  com- 
pletely destroyed. 

Avoid  ruoning  on  the  aunkeo  levees  opposite 'Vicksburg. 
Very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEIt, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Iteport  from  Captain  Wallic. 

United  States  G-unboat  Lapavbtte, 
Diamond  Island  Bend,  below  Vicksburg,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  most  respectfully  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of 
the  10th  instant,  the  gunboat  Lafayette,  now  under  my  command,  passed  the 
ibatteries  at  Vicksburg  last  night,  accompanying  you  with  the  following  portions 
•of  your  fleet,  viz  :  Benton,  (flag.)  Lafayette,  (towing  a  coal  barge  and  the  Gen- 
-cral  Price,)  Louisville,  Mound  City,  Pittsburg,  Oarondelet,  and  three  transports, 
mamely:  Forest  Queen,  Henry  Clay,  and  Silver  Wave,  all  of  which  passed 
■safely  down  to  tliis  point  with  but  trifling  injury,  except  the  transport  Henry 
Cllay,  which  caught  fire  and  was  burned,  and  Uie  Forest  Queen,  which  received 
a  shot  between  wind  and  water,  and  was  obliged  to  come  to  below  Vicksburg, 
The  Lafayette  received  nine  effective  round  and  rifle  cannon  shots  through 
.her  casemates  while  closely  engaged  with  the  rebel  batteries.  She  was  struck 
;first  in  the  port  waist  with  a  100-pouader  rifle  shot,  which  passed  throagh 
-obliguely  from  forward  aft  to  the  starboard  casemate.  The  second,  a  Sa-pounder, 
t^tmck  upon  the  same  plate  at  right  angles,  passing  through  and  breaking  upon 
the  iron  work  and  our  stem  capstan  over  the  boilers.  The  third,  a  100-pounder 
rifle,  through  the  port  wheel-house,  port  pitman,  and  through  the  cylinder 
timbers  and  stai'board  aide.  Fourth,  a  100-ponnder  rifle,  through  the  lower 
edge  of  the  iron  plating  forward  of  the  port  wheel-house  amidsbips  into  the 
aponsel,  a  few  feet  short  of  the  port  cylinder,  in  a  direct  Ihie.  Fifth,  a  32- 
pouuder,  on  port  side,  abaft  the  wheel-house,  through  plating.  Sixth,  a  32- 
pounder,  on  the  port  bow,  through  plating,  broken.  Seventh,  a  glance  shot  on 
the  starboard  bow  port.  Eighth,  a  glance  shot  on  hog  chain,  bending  in  and 
-through  the  upper  pilot-hnuse.  Hinth,  grape-shot  through  smoke-pipe;  barge 
.and  mainmast  slightly  injured  by  shell.     In  consequence  of  thp  difficulty  in 
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seeing  our  position  while  passing  in  the  amoke,  iire,  aad  noise,  with  the  coal 
h^rge  and  Price  alongside,  ahe  beiag  reported  on  fire  twice,  the  Lafayette  came 
near  running  into  the  bank  under  the  batteries  at  Vieksburg,  which  enabled 
the  enemy  to  take  unerring  aim  for  the  short  time  we  were  there.  Weretiirned 
the  fire  at  the  same  time,  but  the  fightinj  bolts  of  our  34- pounder  broke  adrift. 
The  safety  of  the  vessel  being  paramoant  to  all  other  advantages  that  could 
be  derived  from  random  shot,  with  the  Louisville  afoul  of  us,  and  the  other 
gunboats  passing  us,  I  diseontinned  our  firing  after  one  or  two  rounds.  The 
eoa]  barge  was  sunk  by  a  shot  in  her  bow.  The  Price  cast  off  after  we  passed 
the  batteries,  and  we  arrived  safely  at  this  place  without  the  loss  of  a  man 
killed  or  wounded.  We  left  the  Yazoo  river  at  9.30  p.  m ,  and  airived  here  at 
1,30  a.  m.,  being  under  fire  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  Aedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Captain  United  Slater  Nawf. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pokter,  U.  8.  N., 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Repurt from  Acting  Lieutenant  S.  £,  Ifoodtoorth. 

New  CakTHAGE,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  safe  arrival  at  this  place  with  the  United 
States  steamer  tj-eneral  Price,  having  passed  the  batteries  at  Vieksburg  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  and  but  three  slightly  wounded.  The  Price  is  badly  cut  up 
in  her  upper  works,  particularly  the  wwd-room  and  steerage,  two  7J-inch  rifle 
shell  having  exploded  inside,  destroying  the  officers'  quarters  and  setting  the 
vessel  on  fire  twice.  We  were  struck  by  thirteen  different  shot  and  shell  and 
many  musket  balls. 

While  driftmg  down  river,  to  enable  the  Lafayette  to  fire  her  guns,  the  Lou- 
isville ran  into  my  quarter  and  stove  one  of  my  boats,  at  the  same  time  obliged 
me  to  cast  off  from  the  Lafayette  and  make  tlie  rest  of  the  trip  alone,  the  coal 
barge  between  us  being  stove  by  a  shell  burating  in  it, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
SELIM  E.  WOODWORTH, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Price,, 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Repnrt  from  Lieutenant  CommaiideT  James  A,  Greer. 

United  States  Steamer  Bentok, 

New  Carthage,  Louisiana,  April  17,  186S: 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  foUowing:  This  vessel,  bearing  your  flag,  got: 
under  way  from  our  anchorage,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  yesterday  evening 
at  9.15,  and  slowly  steamed  down  towards  Vieksbnrg,  At  11.10  the  enemy- 
opened  fire  upon  us  with  musketry  from  the  upper  batteries.  At  11.16  the 
batteries  opened  upon  us,  firing  slowly  at  first,  but  continuing  to  fire  more  rap- 
idly as  we  passed  by.  At  11.23  we  opened  upon  the  batteries  and  town  with 
the  forward  and  port  batteries.  We  passed  within  forty  yards  of  the  town,  and 
could  hear  the  rattling  of  falling  walls  after  our  fires.  At  1 1.5S  the  enemy 
ceased  firiug  upon  us.  At  1.15  a.  m.  we. passed  Warrenton,  not  a  shot  beings 
fired  at  us.     At  2.10  came  to  anchor  twelve  miles  above  New  Carthage. 
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We  expended  tlie  following  projectiles:  Eighteen  9-ineh  5''  stells;  three 
9-inch  shrapneJl :  sisteea  -5"  42-pounder  rifle  ahelt ;  two  3g-ponnder  5"  shelj ; 
twenty-three  stands  3S-pounder  grape ;  a  total  of  eighty -one  ebots. 

The  dam^es  sustained  were  aafoUows  ;  One  32-pouiider  round  ahot  passed 
through  the  corner  of  the  broadside  and  after  casemate,  gi'azed  the  coamings  of 
the  pitman  hole  and  struck  the  "cylinder  timber,"  and  entered  about  four  inches, 
glanced  back  and  into  a  state-room. 

A  large  rifle  shot  struck  the  port  casemate  about  six  inches  above  the  upper 
after  comer  of  No.  8  port,  passing  through  the  two  and  a  half  inch  iron,  splin- 
tering the  wood  all  the  way  through,  and  knocking  off  the  planking  on  the  in- 
side six  feet  in  length  and  six  feet  wide. 

Another  ahot  struck  the  forward  side  of  No.  7  port,  shattering  the  casemate, 
and  then  glanced  up  and  tore  away  the  haoiinocb  nettings  about  the  gangway. 

A  10-inch  solid  ronnd  shot  strack  the  port  casemate  about  four  feet  from  the 
spar  deck,  and  about  six  inches  from  the  angle  of  the  forward  casemate,  passing 
through  the  light  iron  and  shattering  the  casemate  from  top  to  bottom,  and  six 
feet  fore  and  aft. 

Another  struck  a  chain  cable  whicli  was  suspended  over  the  casemate,  cutting 
the  chain.     All  tlie  damages  were  on  the  port  side. 

The  casualties  were  one  officer.  Acting  Enaign  E.  0.  Brennen,  and  four  men 
wounded. 

Enclosed  I  send  the  assistant  surgeon's  report.    I  desire  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  good  conduct  of  Mr.  Brennen  until  he  fell  at  his  post. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-valit, 

JAMES  A.  GREER, 
Liieutenant  Commander. 

David  D.  Poetek, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com^dg  Mississippi  Bquad/rcm. 


Liu  of  casualfi/n  on  the  Benion. 

Umtkd  States  Gunboat  Benton, 

Missismfpi  Squadron.  April  17,  1863. 
Silt :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casnaltiea  on  board  this  vessel 
while  passing  the  batteries  in  front  of  Vicksburg,  April  17,  1863: 

Edward  0.  Brennen,  acting  ensign,  flesh  wound  in  right  thigh ;  Charles  Duss, 
seaman,  left  leg  shot  away,  amputation  performed  below  knee  joint ;  William 
N.  Taylor,  landsman,  wound  from  musket  ball  in  left  groin,  severe,  but  not  con- 
Bidei-ed  dangerous ;  Charles  HiUyer,  private,  company  E,  58th  Ohio  volunteei-s, 
contused  wound  from  splinter,  slight.  The  above  are'  the  only  accidents  which 
incapacitated  any  of  the  crew  for  duty, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

NEWTON  L.  BATES, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  folates  Nairg. 
Lieut.  Oom'dr  James  A.  Grbbr,  U.  8.  N, 

Commanding  United  States  Gunboat  Benton. 


R^mt  of  Jjieutenant  C'ommnfider  E.  K,  Owm 

"United  States  Steamer  Louisville, 

OfNetB  Carthage,  Louisiana;  April  17,  1863. 
SiR  r  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  this  vessel  below  the 
Vicksburg  and  Warrenton  batteries.     We  were  struck  but  four  times,  no  shot 
.doing  any  damage  whatever. 


AEMOEED    VESSELS.  487 

In  eonseqnence  of  beiag  misled' by  the  bright  light  on  the  rigbt-hand  shore,  I 
vaa  compelled  to  make  two  full  turns  in  the  river  abreast  the  light,  and  conld 
ii-e  but  six  shots. 
I  enclose  reports  of  the  gunner  and  carpenter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  sei-vant, 

E.  K.  OWEN, 
Lieutenant  Commander. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U,  S.  N., 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  0/  Lmuleitard  OomDmniJer  Juinei  W.  Sh^-li. 

United  States  Ship  Tuscfmbia, 

Carthage,  Louisiana,  April  17,  1863. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow^ing  report :  lu  obedience  to  yomr 
orders  I  got  under  way  on  the  evening  of  the  16tli  instant,  in  the  United  States 
ateamor  Tuseunibia,  under  my  command,  and  took  .my  position  in  the  line  of 
veasele  which  were  to  pasa  the  batteries  of.  Vieksburg.  We  were  to  bring  up 
the  rear. 

At  10.3  p.  m.  the  three  transport.  Silver  Wave,  Forest  Queen  and  Henry 
Clay,  having  taken  their  position  ahead  of  us,  we  started  down  the  river,  going 
very  slow  until  we  reached  the  head  of  the  "  canal,"  opposite  Vicksbncg.  Here 
we  overtook  the  leading  vessels.  From  this  place  we  drifted  down  the  river 
until  we  reached  the  head  of  the  "  point."  The  enemy  opened  fire  about  ten 
minutes  before  this,  and  caused  a  large  fire  to  be  kiadled  on  the  point,  thua 
bringing  the  fleet  into  full  relief  between  the  shore  batteries  and  the  light,  causing 
everything  to  be  seen  aa  plainly  as  in  the  open  day. 

Here  I  saw  that  two  of  the  transports  had  their  bows  up  stream,  and  were 
going  ahead.  Although  your  written  order  said  that  I  was  to  "  pass  as  fast  " 
as  I  could,  yow  had  verbally  informed  me  that  I  was  to  be  the  "whipper  in"  to 
the  fleet.  I  knew  that  the  passage  of  the  batteries  by  the  transports  was  essen- 
tial to  the  complete  success  of  your  plans.  Under  these  circnmstaaces  I  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  remain  astern  of  them,  and  if  I  saw  any  hesitation  to  pass,  or 
inclination  to  go  back,  on  their  part,  to  force  them  to  obey  their  orders.  I 
therefore  stopped,  under  the  veiy  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  until  the  transport 
Henry  Clay  was  set  on  fire,  afid  the  Forest  Queen  had  turned  around. 

As  we  rounded  the  lower  end  of  the  "point,"  and  were  drifting,  in  order  to 
keep  our  place  in  Hue,  we  struck  the  Louisiana  bank  of  the  river.  We  soon  got 
ofi'  without  any  damage.  As  we  were  backing  to  get  our  bow  down  stream,  we 
got  foul  of  the  transport  Forest  Queen,  and  the  two  vessels  remained  close  to- 
gether for  some  five  or  six  minutea.  Thia  collision  eansed  the  rebels  great 
rejoicing,  aa  was  made  evident  to  ua  by  their  loud  cheering,  apparently  right 
over  our  heads.  For  a  few  minutea  the  fire  from  shore  seemed  to  be  concen- 
trated upon  the  Tuscumbia  and  Forest  Queen,  but  providentially  none  of  the 
ahota  did  much  damage.  We  were  struck  here  on  our  port  bow,  below  the 
water-line,  starting  seven  planks  and  causing  the  vessel  to  leak  freely.  I  started 
the  forward  force  and  syphon  pumps,  and  soon  had  it  under  eonti-ol. 

After  getting  clear,  we  continued  drifting  down  (aa  I  did  not  want  to  pass 
the  Forest  Queen,  and  she  was  disabled  by  her  steam-pipe  being  cut)  until  we 
were  out  of  their  fire.  We  passed  the  transport  just  below  the  mouth  of  the 
canal.  I  then  turned  around  and  went  back,  and  took  the  Forest  Queen  in  tow, 
and  landed  her  on  the  Louisiana  shore.  She  had  fourteen  inchea  of  water  in 
her,  and  her  machinery  was  disabled. 

Passing  Warrenton  I  threw  into  the  town  an  Xl-inoh  shrapnel!,  which  was 
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quickly  replied  to  by  sis  dischargea  from  not  more  than  four  light  guns.  I  then 
gave  them  another  shraptiell,  and  passed  on  until  I  reached  the  fleet,  whore  I 
anchored  near  the  United  States  steamer  Benton,  your  flag-ship. 

In  addition  to  the  shot  under  the  bow  already  mentioned,  a  Bis-iiich  shot 
struck  the  iron  "chock,"  or  "lug,"  that  supports  the  rail  apou  which  the  star- 
board port  of  the  after  casemate  travels,  making  au  indentation  of  an  inch. 

To  tlie  officers  and  men  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  command  great  praise  is 
due  for  th«ir  spirit  and  bravery  exhibited  upon  this  occasion.  Most  of  them 
had  never  been  under  fij'e  before,  but  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  any  of  them. 
When  all  did  their  duty  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to  make  distinction.  I 
must,  however,  bring  to  your  notice  the  good  services  rendered  me  by  Acting 
Master  A.  F.  Tayon,  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship ;  Acting  Ensign  Thomas 
M.  Farrell,  who  commanded  the  port  Xl-inch  gun,  (the  only  one  engaged ;) 
Assistant  Paymaster  George  A.  Lyon,  United  States  navy,  who  acted  as  my 
aid  on  this  oecasibn,  and  Pilots  Joseph  McCammant  and  Isaac  N.  Ashton. 

I  am  happy  to  say  there  were  no  casualties  on  board  of  this  ship. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 

Ldeutenant  Commander. 

Reai'-Admiral  Davio  D,  Poktbb,  U.  8.  N., 

.  Com'dg  U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Benton. 


Repoit  from  Lieiiifnant  Oommoiider  Byrtm  WHson. 

U.MTED  States  Gunboat  Mound  City, 
New  Carthage,  Mississippi,  April  17,  1863. 
■  Sir  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vease!  got  under  way  about  nine 
o'clock  last  evening,  and  took  her  position  in  line  for  passing  and  fighting  the 
Ticks  burg  batteries. 

After  passing  the  upper  end  of  the  canal,  we  merely  drifted  down  the  river, 
and  at  11  p.  m.  turned  the  right-hand  point  just  above  Vickabm^,  which  brought 
U8  in  full  view  of  the  batteries. 

We  continued  drifting  down,  never  turning  a  wheel,  and  when  nearly  abreast 
of  the  heaviest  battery  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  a  huge  bonfire  was  kindled  on 
the  opposite  point,  making  it  almost  as  light  as  day.  At  this  time  1  was  obliged 
to  pass  the  Lafayette,  Price,  and  Louisville,  in  order  to  keep  from  turnicg  round 
or  becoming  unmanageable,  as  they  appeared  to  he. 

While  we  were  in  the  vicinity  of  this  light  we  were  made  a  splendid  target 
for  the  enemy,  who  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  by  sending  a  lO-inch 
shot  through  both  casemates,  passing  out  through  the  iron  on  the  starboard  side, 
wounding  four  (4)  men.  Besides  this,  we  were  stmck  four  times  while  abreast 
these  batteries,  but  sustained  no  injury  from  them. 

As  soon  as  we  were  able  to  bring  oui-  port  broadside  guns  to  bear,  we  put  five 
second  shot  into,  their  batteries,  and  when  nearest  the  city  gave  them  grape,  and 
i^l,  I  think,  with  good  effect,  for  we  passed  so  slowly  and  leisurely  fliat  we 
could  not  help  getting  good  aim. 

At  13,60  we  were  struck  on  the  port  cjuarter  by  a  random  shot  from  the 
Warrenton  batteries,  which  did  no  harm.     We  did  not  throw  away  any  ammu- 
nition on  this  place,  as  it  was  too  small  an  affair.    The  officers  and  men  behaved 
splendidly.     I  herewith  enclose  the  surgeon's  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEYON  WILSON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Rear- Admiral  David  D,  Portgr, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron.  ,-,  . 

rr:b,COOt^lC 
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List  of  cisiialtics  o«  the  Mound  City. 


United  States'  Steamer  Mound  City,- 

Mississippi  River,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  following  casualties  occurred  on  board  this  TCssel  while  passing 
the  batteries  of  Vicksburg  ; 

John  Kelly,  ehip'a  painter,  wounded ;  James  Denty,  cockswain  first  cutter, 
wounded;    Swain  Anderson,    seaman,    slightly  wounded;    Adam  Isen' 
private,  company  B,  58th  regiment  Ohio  volunteers,  slightly  wounded. 
Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  RICE, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 
Lieutenant  BvBON  Wilson, 

Com'dg  United  Stales  Steamer  Mound  City, 


Report  frir,n  Acting  Votunteer  LieiUfnant  11',  R,  Hod. 

United  States  Steamek  Pittsburg, 
James's  Plantation,  Mississippi  River,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  running  past  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  and  Warrenton  last  night, 
I  have  the  gratification  to  report,  no  caaualtifs  occurred  on  hoard  this  vessel, 
neither  did  she  receive  any  serious  damage  from  the  enemy's  fire.  She  was 
struck  but  seven  times ;  five  of  the  shot  passing  through  her  upper  works,  the 
other  two  struck  in  the  logs  which  I  had  triced  up  (by  your  order)  on  the  port 
quarter  for  the  protection  of  the  magazine.  One  of  the  shots  struck  immediately 
at  the  water-line,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  logs,  would,  undoubtedly,  have 
passed  into  the  magaaine.  On  the  passage  past  the  batteries  I  fired  forty-three 
rounds  of  5"  and  10"  shells  and  one  stand  of  grape. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  both  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly, 
and  that  I  feel  proud  to  have  the  honor  of  commanding  them. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

W.  R.  HOEL, 
Acting  Vol.  Lieut,  Com'dg. 
David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Cmn'rJg  Miss.  Squadron. 


Report  from  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  McLeod  Mar-phy. 

United  States  Gunboat  Carondelet, 
Abreast  of  Ion  Plantation,  Mississippi  River,  April  17,  1863. 

Admiral;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  successful  passage  of  this  vessel 
by  the  Vicksburg  and  WaiTenton  batteries  last  night,  in  compliance  with  your 
written  instructions  of  the  10th  instant,  and  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the 
statements  of  the  several  subordinate  officers,  from  whieh  you  will  be  enabled 
to  gather,  in  detail,  the  slight  disasters  and  casualties  of  the  occasion. 

Opposite  to  the  burning  house  on  the  right  bank  we  were  compelled  to  make 
a  tnra  in  the  river,  and  although  we  were  exposed  to  a  heavy,  concentrated  fire 
for  nearly  an  iioiir,  I  attribute  to  this  fortunate  pirouette  the  destruction  of  the 
enemy's  ranges  at  us.     Abreast  of  the  Wai'renton  battery  we  responded  to  three 
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shots.  DimDg  the  engagement  the  two  S-iDch  ehq  and  the  rifled  4S-pomider 
of  the  port  battery  were  the  only  onea  used ;  these  were  in  chai-ge  of  Acting 
Ensigu  Charles  H.  Amerman,  and  were  well  served. 

The  coal  barge  which  was  assigned  to  our  cave  was  towed  safely,  and  is  now 
moored  to  the  bant  without  leak  or  damage. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McLEOD  MURPHY, 

Actvng  Lieut.  U.  S.  N.,  Co^n'dg. 
Acting  Beai--Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Miss.  Squadron, 


Lial  Iff  camailies. 

U.MTED  Stitbh  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mississippi  River,  New  Carthage,  April  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  wounded  in  the  Mississippi  squadron 
while  passing  by  the  batteries  at  Vickeburg  last  night: 

On  the  United  States  steamer  Benton,  Assistant  Surgeon  N".  L.  Bates :  Ed. 
0.  lirennaii,  acting  engineer,  flesh  wound  in  thigh,  severe;  Charles  Doss,  sea- 
man, left  leg  shot  away,  amputation  below  knee;  Wm.  N.  Taylor,  landsman, 
wound  from  musket  bail  in  left  groin,  severe  but  not  darigeroas;  Charles 
Hillyer,  private,  Co.  F,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  splinter  wound,  not  severe. 

On  the  United  States  steamer  Caroudelet,  Assistant  Surgeon  D.  B.  Baniian : 
John  Dorman,  seaman,  shell  wound  in  face,  slight;  John  Fallan,  seaman,  con- 
tusion from  splinter  in  groin,  not  serious;  Ray  Cutler,  seaman,  splinter  wound 
in  neck;  &eo.  Pisher,  seaman,  splinter  wound  in  face. 

On  the  United  States  steamer  Mound  City,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Thomas 
Eice:  John  KeDy,  carpenter,  splinter  wound  of  leg,  severe;  James  Deuty, 
cockswain,  contusion  of  shoulder,  severe;  8.  Aaderson,  seaman,  splinter  wound 
in  abdomen ;  Idam  Isenheizer,  private,  Co.  B,  58th  Ohio,  contusion  of  face,  slight. 

The  gunboats  I.afayette,  Pittsburg,  General  Pi-ice,  and  Louisville  had  none 
of  their  crews  injured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  BERTOLETTE, 


Acting  Ecar-Admiral  David  R.  Porter, 
Com'dg  Mississippi  Squc 


Surgeon  U.  S.  Navy. 


Ruwaing  the  batteries  at  Vickshurg. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  U.  S.  Steamer  Black  Hawk, 

Yazoo  River,  April  17,  1863. 

Sir  ;  By  direction  of  Admiral  Porter,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  he  left  this 
river  last  night  at  10  p.  m„  lu  the  Benton,  accompanied  by  the  Lafayette,  Gen- ' 
eral  Price,  Louisville,  Mound  City,  Pittsburg,  Carondelet,  Tuscumbia,  and  three 
transports,  and  also  that  tbey  an-ived  safely  below  the  batteries  at  Vickshurg, 
with  the  exception  of  the  transport  Henry  Clay,  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  vessels  suffered  very  little  on  the  passage  in  killed  and  wounded — ave- 
raging, probably,  one  to  each  of  the  former  and  two  to  the  latter. 

The  vessels  themselves  sustained  no  damage  of  any  account.    The  filing  was 
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very  heavy  on  both  aides,  but  I  think  perceptibly  slackened  on  the  rebels'  pa 
as  oui-  fleet  got  their  guns  to  bear. 

Very  respeetfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  BREESE, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington.  D.  C. 


Operations  at  Grand  Gulf. 

Missisjflppi  SaiiADEOK,  Flag-Ship  BENTo^, 

Off  New  Carthage,  A^il  S4,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  rest  of  the  squadron  ia  now  at  Grand  Gulf,  waiting  for  the  army  to 
make  a  move.  The  enemy  have  heavily  fortified  Grand  Gulf  since  the  passage 
down  of  the  Hartford,  and  are  atiU  working  night  and  day  to  make  the  place 
impregnable,  if  they  have  time. 

I  went  close  to  the  upper  battery  on  the  22d,  in  the  Lafayette,  and  drove  tbe 
men  out  of  the  works,  and  the  veesels  are  now  ao  arranged  that  they  command 
the  upper  battery,  mounting  four  heavy  guns,  and  the  mouth  of  Blaek  river, 
thiougli  which  ammunition  and  supplies  are  brought  down,  and  by  which  the 
rebels  have  hitherto  obtained  supplies  from  Red  river. 

Genera!  Grant  comes  over  here  to-night,  and  I  may  know  aomelhing  more  of 
his  plans. 

I  did  not  wish  to  leave  here  to  communicate  with  Admiral  Farragut  until  I 
have  landed  the  army  safely  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  When  that  is  done, 
I  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  go  below  with  all  but  two  vessels,  and  take  charge  of 
the  river  from  Red  river  up. 

The  rebels  have  fortified  Grand  Gulf  so  strongly  that  I  do  not  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  let  one  or  two  vessels  go  by,  for  I  cannot  get  them  up  again  against  the 
current.  Whetf  we  do  move  it  must  be  a  combined  attack,  and  one  that  cannot 
fail.  The  enemy  have  already  12,000  men  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  are  throwing  in 
more  with  all  the  rapidity  they  can. 

Until  our  communication  is  fairly  opened  with  the  other  side  by  water  the 
army  can  move  but  slowly ; .  they  have  now  to  depend  on  us  for  coal  barges  to 
get  them  over  the  bayous  and  other  streams,  and  all  the  provisions  tliey  have  is 
what  we  brought  down  in  the  transports,  seven  of  which -have  run  the  blockade. 
They  were  mostly  damaged  in  machinery,  but  the  engineers  of  the  squadron 
have  repaired  them  so  that  they  can  run.  I  have  six  weeks'  provisions  and  coal, 
and  have  made  arrangements  to  have  supplies  sent  through  by  some  means. 

We  will  have  to  build  a  railroad,  which  will  much  facilitate  matters.  No  one 
could  imagine,  unless  they  saw  it,  the  difficulties  of  trauapoitation ;  still  1  hope 
we  will  overcome  it  all,  and  though,  at  present,  I  see  no  certainty  of  a  aiicce^a- 
ful  landing  of  our.  army  on  the  Mississippi  side,  yet  nothing  will  be  left  undone 
by  me  to  facilitate  it. 

The  portion  of  the  squadron  now  here  cannot  even  return  above  Vickahurg 
until  that  place  ia  taken.  It.  can,  however,  be  maintained  below,  \vith  great 
labor,  and  kept  in  active  service  on  the  river,  pi'ovided  that  no  damage  ia  re- 
ci'-ived  in  the  machinery. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  get  our  floating  machine  shop  through,  when  we  can  repair 
a,lmost  any  injury. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVm  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Adr/dral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wasidngton,  D.  C.  C^  \ 
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Capture  of  the  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf,  Mississippi. 

MissTsaippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Benton, 

Below  Grand  Gulf,  April  29,  1863, 

S[R:  Iliad  the  honor  of  Bending  you  a  telegram  aniionneing  that  we  had 
fought  the  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf  for  five  hours  and  thirty-five  minutes  with 
partial  s.uceess.  ■     ■ 

Grand  Gnlf  has  heen  very  strongly  fortified  since  Admiral  Fairagut  went 
down,  to  prevent  his  coming  up  again  ;  ■  and  four  batteries  {some  of  very  heavy 
guns)  are  placed  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  apart,  on  high  points,  and 
completely  command  the  river.  I  ordered,  the  Louisville,  Oarondelet,  Mound 
City,  and  Pittsburg  to  lead  the  way  and  attack  the  lower  batteries,  while  the 
Tuscumhia,  Benton,  and  Lafttyette  attacked  the  upper  ones — the  Lafayette 
lying  in  an  eddy  and  fighting  stem  down  stream.  The  vessels  below  silenced 
the  lower  batteries,  and  then  closed  up  on  tlie  upper  one,  which  had  been  hotly 
engaged  by  the  Benton  and  Tuscumbia,  both  ships  suflenng  severely  in  killed 
and  wounded.     The  Pittsburg  came  up  just  at  the  moment  when  a  large  shell 

Saesed  through  the  Benton's  pilot-house,  wounding  the  pilot,  Mr.  Williams,  and 
isabling  the  wheel.  This  made  the  vessel  unmanageable  for  a  short  time,  and 
she  drifted  down  to  the  lower  batteries,  which  she  opened  upon  while  repairing 
damages. 

The  Pittsburg,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hoel,  for  a  short  time  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  fire,  and  lost  eight  killed  and  sixteen  wounded.  The  Tuscumbia 
was  cut  up  a  great  deal,  (and  proved  herself  a  poor  ship  in  a  hot  cngago.ment.) 
As  the  fire  of  the  upper  battery  slackened,  (I  presume  from  want  of  ammuni- 
tion,) I  passed  up  a  short  distance  above  the  fort  to  communicate  with  General 
Grant,  to  see  whether  he  thought  proper  to  send  the  troops  in  the  transports  by 
the  battery,  under  what  was  rather  a  feeble  return  to  our  fire.  He  concluded  to 
land  the  ti'oops,  and  march  them  across  by  a  road  two  miles  long,  coming  out 
below  the  hatf^riea.  As  there  was  a  prospect  of  expending  a  good  deal  of  am- 
munition on  the  upper  battery  without  hdng  able  to  occupy  it  if  it  was  silenced, 
the  vessels  moved  up  stream  again  by  signal  without  being  much  fired  at,  or 
receiving  any  damage,  while  the  enemy  had  a  raking  fire  on  them. 

I  then  sent  down.  Captain  Walke,  in  the  Lafayette,  to  prevent  them  from 
repairing  damages,  which  they  were  doing  with  great  diligence.  He  opened  on 
them,  to  which  they  responded  a  few  times,  and  finally  left  the  fort,  when  he 
fired  at  intervals  of  five  minutes  until  dark. 

At  6  o'clock  p.  m.  I  again  got  under  way  (with  the  transports  following  us) 
and  attacked  the  batteries  again,  the  transports  all  passing  safely  down  under 
cover  of  our  fire.  We  are  now  in  a  position  to  malte  a  landing  when  the  general 
pleases.  I  should  have  preferred  this  latter  course  in  the  first  instance ;  it 
would'  have  saved  many  lives  and  many  hard  knocks.  The  Benton  received 
forty-seven  shots  in  her  hull  alone,  not  counting  the  damage  done  above  her 
rail,  hut  she  was  just  as  good  for  a'  fight  when  she  got  through  as  when  she 
commenced. 

All  the  vessels  did  well,  though  it  was  the  most  difficult  portion  of  the  river 
in  which  to  manage  an  iron-clad — strong  currents  (running  six  knots)  and  strong 
eddies  turning  them  round  and  round,  making  them  fair  targets,  and  the  Bentou'e 
heavy  plates  did  not  stand  the  heavy  shot,  which,  in  many  instances,  bored  her 
through. 

The  Tuscumbia  showed  great  weakness  as  a  fighting  ship,  though  her  com- 
mander did  his  best  to  keep  her  in  a  position  whera  she  did  excellent  service. 
The  current  turned  her  round  and  round,  exposing  her  at  every  turn.  It  was 
a  hard  fight,  and  a  long  one,  on  both  sides.  The  enemy  fought  his  upper 
battery  with  a  desperation  I  have  never  yet  witnessed;  for  though  we  engaged 
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him  at  a  distance  of  fifty  yards,  we  Dever  fairly  succeeded  in  stopping  his  fire 
hut  for  a  aliort  time.  It  was  remarkable  we  did  not  disable  his  gima ;  but 
though  wc  knocked  ihc  parapets  pretty  much  to  pieces,  the  guna  were  apparently 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  met  with  my  warmest  admuration.  I 
will  leave  to  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  the  pleasure  of  mentioning  those 
ujider  them  who  merited  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  favorably  my  secretary,  Mr.  Guild,  who  took  the 
minutes  of  the  action ;  my  signal  officer,  Ensign  Hunt ;  my  aid.  Ensign  Brown, 
who  was  wounded ;  and  Surgeon  Bertolette,  of  the  Black  Hawk,  who  devoted 
himself  to  the  wounded.  It  will  not,  I  am  sure,  be  an  invidious  distinction  if  I 
mention  the  handsome  manner  in  which  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  B. 
Hoel  handled  and  fought  the  Pittsburg.  I  was  much  indebted  to  him  for  so 
promptly  taking  the  place  of  the  Benton  when  the  loss  of  our  wheel  made  ns 
turn  down  stream. 

All  the  commanders  fought  their  ships  gallantly,  and,  I  think,  effectively. 
The  gentleman  mentioned  had  the  advantage  of  being  one  of  tlie  beat  pilots  on 
the  river,  and  knew  exactly  where  to  place  hia  ship.  I  only  hope  I  may  always 
go  into  a  fight  with  «s  good  of&cers  to  back  me. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  engaged,  and  their  commanders :  Benton, 
Lieutenant  Commander  James  A.  Greerj  Lafayette,  Captain  Henry  Walke; 
Louisville,  Lieutenant  Commander  K.  K.  Owea;  Tuscumbia,  Lieutenant  Oom- 
raaader  James  W.  Shirk;  Mound  City,  Lieutenaut  Commander  Byron  Wilson; 
Carondelet,  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  McLeod  Murphy ;  Pittsburg,  Acting  Volun- 
teer Lieutenant  W.  E.  Hoel.  The  General  Price,  Commander  Selim  B.  Wood- 
worth,  was  engaged  in  cai-ryipg  troops  aud  towing  tvausporta  past  the  batteries. 

The  squadron  has  been  six  houia  and  a  half  to-day  under  a  hot  and  well- 
directed  fire,  and  is  ready  to  commence  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  I  will  send 
a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  the  first  opportunity.  No  naval  officers  were  killed 
or  aevei'cly  wounded.  In  our  attack  to-night  only  one  man  killed.  He  was  on 
the  Mound  City. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiuBON  Wellks. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Hmry  Walhe. 

Mississippi  Sq^'aoilon, 
U.  S.  Gv.nboat  Lafayette,  off.  Grand  Gulf  May  1,  18C3. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  particulars  of  the  attack  made  by  the 
Mississippi  squadron  on  the  morning  of  the  99th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  your 
general  order  of  the  27th  ultimo,  ao  far  as  it  came  under  my  observation. 

About  7  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  29th  ultimo  the  fleet  got  under  way,  in  answer 
to  your  signals,  and  proceeded  down  to  the  rebel  batteries  of  Grand  Gulf  in  the 
following  order:  The  Pittsburg  led  the  attiiek  with  this  vessel,  which  rounded 
to  above  the  upper  batteries,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy  with  her 
100-pounder  ritle  guns  until  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  had  passed  down  and 
taken  their  position,  viz :  Pittsburg,  Loaisville,  Mound  City,  and  Oarondeiet,  at- 
tacking the  lower  batteries,  while  the  Benton,  (flag.)  Lafayette,  and  Tuscumbia 
engaged  the  upper  batteries.  Each  vease!  rounded  to  against  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries in  order,  and  kept  up  a  heavy  firing  with  their  broadside  and  bow  guiis  as 
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they  were  bronght  to  bear  upoii  the  enemy.  The  Lafayette,  after  firing  35 
rounds  of  100-potinder  rifle  shell  and  shot,  tamed  her  broadside  and  11-inch 
bow  guns  upon  them,  firing  with  good  effect,  apparently,  until  about  10  o'clock 
a.  m.  The  admiral  hoiated  the  guard  flag  (a  preconcerted  signal)  for  the  Lafay- 
ette to  change  her  position  from  before  the  upper  batteries  to  the  lower  batteries, 
where  she  proceeded,  and  continued  firing  her  ll-incli  bow  guns  and  her  9-inch 
lOO-ponnder  rifie  guns,  and  24-ponnder  howitzer  from  the  starboard  broadside, 
thus  eontinning  a  vigorous  and  effective  firing  npon  all  the  batteries,  which, 
while  we  passed  up  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  were  silenced.  All  the  fleet 
passed  above,  except  the  Tuscumbia,  landing  at  Ruth's  plantation,  in  obedience 
to  your  signal.  The  Lafayette  was  struck  by  cannon  shot  about  forty  times 
during  the  day,  five  of  which  only  did  any  serious  damage. 

I  enclose  our  carpenter's,  gunner's,  and  engineer's  reports.  Expended  160 
11-inch  shell  and  shrapnell,  28  0-inch,  $0  rifle,  and  10  24-pouiider  howitzer. 

The  of&cers  and  crew  of  the  vessel  deserve,my  highest  praise  for  their  cool- 
ness, courage,  active  and  excellent  conduct  during  the  five  hours  and  five 
minutes'  fighting,  none  of  whom,  thank  God,  were  hurt,  but  Lieutenant  William 
T,  Suttrell,  slightly  wounded. 

At  3  p.  m.  we  observed  the  enemy  repairing  their  shattered  batteries,  and,  by  . 
your  order,  the  Lafayette  ran  down,  and  with  a  few  rounds  fi'om  her  bow  guns 
silenced  the  upper  battery  and  dispersed  the  i-ebels.  after  which  we  turned  her 
100-poundcr  rifle  guns  upon  them,  firing  at  five-minute  intervals  until  8  o'clock 
p.  m.,  when  we  ancboren  and  piped  to  supper. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  fleet,  with  some  transports,  were  observed  coming  down  the 
river  slowly,  weighed  anchor,  beat  to  quarters,  and,  for  a  diversion,  opened  a 
Brisk  fire  upon  the  upper  battery  with  our  100-pounder  rifies.  While  passing 
they  fired  into  ail  the  batteries,  and  the  Lafayette  followed  in  the  rear,  and 
came  to  at  this  plantation,  without  any  serious  casualty  except  several  shot 
through  our  iron  and  into  our  casemating. 

Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Captain  United  States  ''^avij. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  U.  Porter, 

"  ' "  »  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Reports  of  Lieutenant  Commander  James  A.  Greer. 

Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Benton, 

Brainshurg,  Mississippi,  April  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following:  At  7.45  yesterday  evening  this 
vessel,  bearing  your  flag,  got  under  way  and  stood  out  into  the  stream.  At 
8.28  stood  down  towards  Grand  Gnlf,  followed  by  the  gunboats  and  transports. 
As  we  approached  the  bluffs,  at  8.48,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  ns,  to  which 
we  responded  with  om-  bow  guns ;  we  then  rounded  to  and  engaged  the  batteries, 
using  bow  and  starboard  guns  when  they  would  bear.  At  9,43,  the  ti-ansports 
all  having  passed,  dropped  slowly  down  the  river  and  tied  up  to  the  Louisiana, 
shore,  about  four  miles  below  Grand  Gulf. 

We  were  struck  six  times ;  lost  a  boat  that  was  astern,  and  had  no  one  injured. 
The  following  ammunition  was  expended;  Fourteen  5-seeond  9-inch  shells; 
five  10  second  9-inch  shells;  one  5-second4S-pounder  rifle  shell;  three  10-seeond 
42-pounder  rifle  shells ;  eight  10-second  33-pounder  shells — a  total  of  thirty- 

I  am,  very  reauectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS   A.  GEEEa 
Lieutenant  (Jommanding^ 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Sqvad/rcm.  ,-,  . 

-     rr:b,COOt^lC 
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Unetet)  States  Flag-Ship  Benton, 

Brainsburg,  April  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  tlie  following  :  This  vessel,  beariog  your  flag,  got 
under  way  yesterday  morning  at  6.40  and  headed  up  stream.  After  getting 
the  fleet  in  line,  we,  at  7,30,  slowly  steamed  down  towards  the  batteries  at 
G-mnd  Gulf.  At  7,55  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  leading  vessel.  At  8.13 
we  opened  fire  from  the  forward  battery  upon  the  guns  on  the  bluff;  rounded 
to  witli  head  up  stream,  and  kept  firing  whenever  a  gun  would  bear,  the  enemy 
responding.  While  uear  the  shore  the  enemy  fired  upon  ua  with  muaketiy. 
At  9  a  shell  penetrated  the  thin  u-on  on  our  starboard  quarter,  and  exploded  in 
a  state-room,  setting  it  oh  fire ;  it  was  speedily  extinguished.  At  9.05  a  shell 
from  No.  5  gun  carried  away  the  enemy's  flag-staff;  it  was  soon  replaced.  At 
10.10,  having  gotten  into  an  eddy,  were  obliged  to  round  out;  did  so,  and  fired 
with  oHi'  port  and  stern  guns  wheu  they  would  bear.  We,  in  turning  round, 
dropped  down  stream  fifteen  hundred  yards,  and  ran  into  the  bank  to  aid  us  in 
turning  round.  We  then  steamed  up  to  the  batteries  on  the  blufi'  again,  and  con- 
tinued the  engagement.  At  13.25  rounded  out  and  stood  up  stream  to  com- 
municate with  Ijeneral  Grant,  who  was  on  a  tug.  While  going  up  osed  onr 
stern  guns.  At  12.50  the  enemy  ceased  firing  at  us,  this  vessel  having  been 
under  fire  four  hours  and  eleven  minutes.  At  1.57  tied  up  to  the  bank  at  Hard 
Times  landing ;  the  other  vessels,  except  the  Tuseurabia,  foUowiug  our  motions. 
The  following  ammunition  was  expended !  seventy  9-inch  S-second  shells ; 
forty  9-inch  S-second  shrapDell;  twenty-nine  9-inch  gi'ape;  seven  9-iiieh  canister; 
forty-five  5-eecond  48-poundei-  rifle  shells ;  one  10-seeond  43-pounder  rifle 
shell;  sixty-nine  S- second  33- pounder  canister;  thirty  lO-eecond  32-pounder 
shells ;  five  32-pound£r  solid  shot ;  eleven  32-pounder  canister ;  twenty-three 
32-pounder  grape ;  nine  60-pounder  rifle  shells  ;  eight  50-pounder  solid  shot — 
a  total  of  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  fires.  We  were  struck  forty-seven 
times — once  in  the  hull,  twenty-two  times  on  casematM,  and  twenty-fonr  times 
in  upper  works.  The  ,^-inch  iron  was  penetrated  twelve  times  ;  the  SJ  inch 
iron  four  times,  three  of  which  came  entirely  through  the  casemate.  One  shot 
went  through  the  1^-inch  iron  on  after  part  of  pilot-house  and  lodged  inside, 
wounding  a  pOot  and  shattering  the  wheel. 

The  casualties  were  seven  men  killed  and  nineteen  persons  wounded,  four  of 
whom  were  of&cars.     Accompanying  I  enclose  surgeon's  report. 

All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  particu- 
larize, yet  I  cannot  pass  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  of 
,  Acting  Ensign  J.  F.  Reed,  who  shot  down  the  rebel  flagstaff,  and  was  wounded 
while  serving  his  gun. 

Acting  Mastfer  and  Executive  Officer  Charles  A.  Wright  is  desei-ving  of  much 
ci-edit  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  worked  the  batteries  and  fought  a  gun. 
Gunner  N.  E.  Willetts  served  a  9-ineh  gun  with  great  efficiency. 

The  pilots,  Messra.  B.  S.  Williams  and  -W.  F.  Tuley,  are  deserving  of  great 
credit  for  the  coolness  and  efficiency  tUey  displayed  in  the  working  of  the 
vessel.  Mr.  Williams  was  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  action.  Mr.  Tuley 
then  took  charge,  and  with  a  shattered  wheel  managed  the  vessel  very  hand- 
somely. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JA8.  A.  GREEK, 
Lieutenant  Commanding 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  DjIVID  D,  Porter, 

Comynanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


,  Google 
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United  States  Gunboat  Ernton, 
Mississippi  Squadron,  April  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  casualties  in  the  engagement  at  Grand  Gulf,  Misaisaippi,  yester- 
day are  aa  follows  i 

Killed. — William  H.  Kinney,  captain  of  hold ;  James  Floyd,  seaman ;  Michael 
Mahony,  ordinary  seaman;  Henry  Bostun,  sergeant,  Oo.  F,  58th  Ohio  volun- 
teers; Jacob  "Wooley,  sergeant,  Co.  F,  5Sth  Ohio  volunteers;  Riley  Suttles, 
Sivato,  Co.  F,  68th  Ohio  volunteers ;  George  D.  Saas,  private,  Cd.  G,  •'>8th 
hio  volunteers. 
Wounded. — Jacob  Herring,  first  lieutenant,  Co.  G,  58th  Ohio  volnnteera, 
wound  of  left  kne«,  compoand  fracture  of  left  forearm,  ajnputation  of  thigh ; 
Beverly  8.  Williams,  pilot,  woand  of  left  foot,  severe ;  J.  frank  Eeed,  acting 
ensign,  scalp  wound  and  eontuaions  ;  Gteorge  M.  Brown,  Siisign,  flesh  wound, 
alight;  Henry  Harming,  Oo.  F,  58th  Ohio  volnnteers,  wound  of  head,  serious; 
Francis  G.  Holmes,  seaman,  fracture  of  fibula  and  dislocation  of  ankle  joint; 
Charles  P.  Simpson,  captain  after  guard,  flesh  wound,  alight;  William  Wilson, 
seaman,  contusion,  eliglit;  George  H.  Brown,  seaman,  scajp  wound,  slight;. 
Robert  Crermain,  seaman,  scalp  wound,  slight;  Henry  Smith,  seaman,  flesh 
wound,  slight ;  Patrick  Hurley,  seaman,  flesh  wound,  slight ;  Archibald  Taylor, 
corporal,  Co.  F,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  contusion,  alight ;  Geo.  W.  Sherlock, 
corporal,  Co.  F,  S8th  Ohio  volunteers,  contusion,  slight ;  Solomon  Lance,  pri- 
vate, Co.  F,  68th  Ohio  volunteers,  scalp  wound ;  Michael  Engle,  private,  Oo.  G, 
68th  Ohio  volunteera,  scalp  wound;  S.  J.  Rhoadea,  private,  Co.  G,  58th  Ohio 
volunteers,  flesh  wound,  abdomen ;  Martin  Bellers,  private,  Co.  F,  58th  Ohio 
volunteers,  flesh  wound  and  contusion,  severe ;  John  Brown,  private,  Co.  F," 
58th  Ohio  volunteera,  severe  c^ntusioa  and  flesh  wound. 
Total ;  killed,  seven  ;  wounded,  nineteen. 

I  am,  very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NEWi'ON  L.  BATES, . 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  Stolen  Navy. 
Lieut.  Oom'dr  Jas.  A.  Ggeer, 

Ct>m,'dg  United  Slates  Gunhoat  Benton. 


Report  of  Lieulmant  Cnn.'nander  E.  K.  Oiccn. 

United  States  Steamer  Louisville, 

OJ' Bayou  Pierre,  Louisiana,  April  30,  1863. 
Sis  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  vessel  ic  the  two  actions  of  yesterday :     At  7.15  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  the 

fsneral  signal,  I  got  under  way  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle  behind  the 
ittsburg,  and  proceeded  down  towards  the  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf.  At  8.16 
the  enemy  opened  fire  froin  the  Point  of  Rocks  battery,  which  was  replied  to 
by  this  with  dow  and  port  broadside  guns.  Rounded  to  and  ojtened  fire  on  the 
seeood  batteiy,  mounting  three  heavy  piect«  of  ordnance  and  two  field-pieces. 
In  conjunction  with  the  other  attacking  vessels,  this  fort  was  eflenced  about  1 1 
o'clock.  At  11.30,  in  obedience  to  orders,  moved  up  and  attacked  liie  Point 
of  Rocks  batteiy,  at  distances  varying  from  three  hundred  to  twelve  hundred 
yards.  At  1.15  p.  m.  followed  the  motions  of  the  flag-ship  in  obedience  to  aig- 
nal,  and  made  fast  to  the  bank  at  2.30  p.  m.  The  enemy  had  in  their  scattered 
batteries  tliirtecn  pieces  of  ordnance  of  diflereDt  calibre,  seven  being  heavy    ■ 
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Ihe  other  field  aililleiy.  At  8,30  p.  m.  got  UDder  way  and  took  position  three 
hundred  yai-ds  astern  of  the  Benton.  At  9.05  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the 
Point  of  Rocks  battery,  and  the  lower  hatteriea  opened  fii-e  with  bow  and  broad- 
side guna  ae  they  would  bear  npon  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  9.50  p.  m.  ceased 
firing,  and  followed  the  flag-ship  Benton  down  the  river.  At  11  made  fast  to 
the  Louisiana  bank,  at  the  Disharoon  plantation. 

I  am  happy  to  say  no  casoaltiea  occurred  on  board  this  vessel,  and  to  express 
my  great  satisfaction  at  the  condxict  of  the  ofBeers  and  men.  We  received  but 
seven  shots,  four  in  the  hull  and  thi'ce  in  the  light  works  of  the  ship.  We  fired 
four  hundred  and  forty-fonr  shots  during  the  two  engagements — four  hundred 
and  eighteen  in  the  first,  and  twenty-sis  in  the  last.  I  send  the  report  of  the 
ganner  and  carpenter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  OWEN- 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,    ■ 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squad/ron. 


Ripart  of  Lieutenant  Cm/iMuJirfec  /.  W.  Shirk. 

UwiTBD  States  Ship  Tuscumbia, 
Mississippi  River,  heltrw  Grand  Gulf,  April  30,  1863. 

Sir  !  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  tke  part  taken  by  this 
ship  in  yesterday's  action  between  the  squadron  under  your  command  and  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Grand  Gnlf. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  we  got  under  way  at  7  a.  m.  and  followed  the 
United  States  gunboat  Mound  City  down  the  river.  At  8JS5  we  engaged  the 
upper  and  heaviest  fort,  the  leading  vessels  having  gone  down  to  attack  the 
lower  batteries.  This  ship  devoted  the  whole  of  her  time  to  the  upper  fort, 
from  positions  above,  below,  and  abreast  of  it,  as  the  current  and  eddy  made  it 
necessary  for  us  to  take,  until,  at  25  minutes  p.  m.,  the  port  engine  was  disabled, 
when  we  endeavored  to  pass  above  by  using  the  propellers,  but  were  unable  to 
stem  the  current.  I  therefore  was  compelled  to  djop  down  out  of  action  to  find 
an  anchorage. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  fight  a  rifle  shell  struck  the  outer  edge  of  the 
port  shutter  of  the  midship  port,  opened  it,  and  entering  the  tnrret  exploded 
inside,  killing  four  men  and  woimding  several  others.  Another  shell  struck 
both  shutters  of  the  same  port,  jamming  them  so  that  they  could  not  be  used. 
This  deprived  me  of  the  use  of  the  midship  gun  for  the  remainder  of  the  action. 
We  used  the  starboard  stern  gnn  upon  the  lower  battery,  until  a  shell  entered 
the  after  turret  and  exploded,  disabling  eveiy  man  at  the  gun  but  one. 

The  shell  that  exploded  in  the  forwai'd  turret  threw  sparks  of  fire  into  the 
shell-room  and  magaaine  passages.  I  most  earnestly  request  that  when  an 
op|3ortunity  offers  a  different  arrangement  of  these  passages  may  be  made. 

We  were  struck  very  often  upon,  the  forward  turret,  but  sustained  no  material 
damage,  except  the  losing  one  plate  of  the  armor  overboard  and  the  starting  of 
several  more.  The  plates  were  never  put  on  in  a  proper  manner,  and  wherever 
a  shot  struck  the  armor  the  bolts  were  started.  The  light  wood-work  on  deck 
is  completely  riddled. 

Great  praise  is  due  the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  for  their  gallantry  and 
spirit  displayed  throughout  the  fight.  My  tlianks  are  due  to  the  executive 
officer,  Acting  Master  A.  F.  Tayon,  who  ably  seconded  me  during  tlie  battle; 
also  to  Acting  Ensigns  Marshall,  Farrell,  Edson,  and  Dunlap,  who  had  charge 
of  the  guns.  Assistant  Paymaster  George  A,  Lyon  acted  as  my  aid,  taking, 
H.  Ex.  Doc  69 32  ,  , '  '^ 


49o  ARMORED    VESSELS. 

notes,  until  with  my  appi'ob.ition  he  volunteered  to  assist  the  medical  officer  in 
taking  cave  of  the  woiinded. 

The  engines  were  ably  managed  by  Acting  Chief  Eagineer  J.  "W".  Hartupes 
and  his  assistants.  Pilot  Joseph  McCammant  did  his  duty  faithfully  at  the 
wheel  until  he  was  wonnded  aod  fainted  from  loss  of  blood.  Pilot  Isaac  Ashton 
performed  his  duty  bravely  and  well  during  the  whole  of  the  fight.  Assistant 
Surgeon  F.  E.  Potter  was  assiduous  in  his  attention  to  the  wounded. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  report  that  the  ship  will  need  very  extensive  repairs 
hefore  she  will  again  be  able  to  run. 

I  am  sorvy  to  report  a  large  number  of  casualties.  Among  the  dead  is  First 
Lieutenant  Samuel  Bagsley,  of  the  29th  regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  who  com- 
manded a  detachment  of  his  company  (company  D)  at  present  on  duty  on  board 
this  ship.     He  was  a  brave  and  gallaai,  soldier. 

The  ship  was  struck  eighty-one  (81)  times  by  shot  and  shell.  Grape  and 
shrapnell  were  also  used  upon  us. 

I  enclose  herewith  reports  from  Assistant  Surgeon  Fred.  E.  Potter,  United 
States  navy,  the  medical  officer  of  the  ship;  Acting  Carpenter  John  Uronan, 
and  Acting  Gunner  Beuben  Applegate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  "W.  SHIRK, 
Lievtmant  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Gom'dg  XJ.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Skip  Benton. 


Casoalties  on  the  Tusciimbiu. 

United  States  Steamer  TrscrMBiA, 

April  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  as  having  occurred  on  board 
this  vessel  in  the  action  of  yesterday  : 

Killed. — Samuel  Bagsley,  first  lieutenant,  company  D,  29th  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers ;  Henri  Loquet,  ordinary  seaman  ;  John  Manly,  officers'  cook ;  Wm. 
H.  Wright,  landsman ;  Francis  Adams,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wimnded. — James  Marshall,  acting  ensign,  contusion  of  left  foi-eann ;  A.  H. 
Edson,  acting  ensign,  contusion  of  forearm  and  elbow ;  Joseph  McOammant, 
pilot,  flesh  wound  left  1^  ;  Ernest  Clark,  acting  master's  mate,  contusion  of 
neck  and  right  thigh ;  fieinhardt  Uoderberg,  seaman,  compound  commuted 
fracture  frontal  bone  with  hernia  cerebri,  wounds  of  right  "forearm,  wrist,  and 
left  eye ;  Michael  Dinan,  quartermaster,  compound  commuted  fracture  of  left 
parietal  bone,  with  hernia  cerebri ;  John  Campbell,  oi-dinary  seaman,  compound 
commuted  fracture  of  right  temporal  bone,  with  hernia  cerebri ;  Michael  Kearns, 
seaman,  wound  of  right  dorsal  region ;  Gtnstavus  Hastings,  private,  company  D, 
twenty-ninth  regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  wound  of  left  thigh  ;  William  Flinn, 
landsman,  right  eye  and  root  of  neck ;  Thomas  Meai-s,  landsman,  left  side  of 
abdomen  and  left  forearm ;  Edward  Brown,  private,  company  D,  twenty-ninth 
i-egiment  Illinois  volunteers,  wound  of  swperciliain,  and  left  forearm;  Robert 
Storey,  seaman,  wound  of  right  forearm  and  hand ;  Vergerian  Simonson,  lands- 
man, centurim  of  right  thigh ;  Robert  Walker,  ordinary  seaman,  alight  wound 
of  face  and  right  hand ;  John  Groves,  captain  of  forecastle,  wound  of  left  hand 
and  fingers ;  Stephen  Lockwood,  seaman,  lefl  wrist ;  Henry  Honsington,  lands- 
man, wound  of  chest,  slight ;  Charles  Smith,  seaman,  contusion  of  left  elbow ; 
William  Brown,  c[uarter  gunner,  wound  of  face  and  neck ;  Rudolph  Reinhardt, 
seatnan,  left  aide  of  abdomen  and  face;  George  Buhlago,  seaman,  wound  of 
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scalp  ;  Michael  Shea,  coxswain,  wound  of  left  eyeliii ;  Robert  McFarlaiid,  sea 
man,  wound  of  scalp. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PEED.  E.  POTTER, 
Asmiant  SuTgeon,  JJ.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  Oom'di-  James  "W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  N., 

United  States  Steamer  Tttscumhia. 


Report  of  Lieiaenanl  Commatuler  Byron  ffifaon. 

Umted  Status  Gunboat  Mound  City, 

Below  a>md  Gulf,  April,  30,  1863. 

SiH:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  got  under 
way  yesterday  morning,  and  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle  astern  of  the 
Carondelet,  and  moved  down  the  river,  opening  fire  oh  the  upper  of  the  Grand 
Gulf  batteries  at  7.50  a.  m.,  delivering  first  the  bow  and  then  the  starboard 
broadside  gnus. 

Steaming  on  down,  I  rounded  to  below  the  lower  batteries  and  commenced 
firing  at  one  thousand  yai-ds,  using  5"  shell  and  occasionally  shrapnell.  These 
lower  batteries  were  silenced  after  a  heavy  abelling  of  nearly  four  houra.  In 
obedience  to  signal,  and  following  our  leader,  -we  moved  np  to  the  upper  batteiy, 
and  steamed  arouud  in  a  circle  several  times,  immediately  in  front  of  it,  and 
passing  within  tliree  hundred  yards,  using  all  of  ouc  guns  in  succession. 
We  were  unable,  however-,  to  bit  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  owing  to  the  skilful 
and  scientific  arrangement  of  the  embrasures.  At  18.45,  after  five  hoiu's'  hard 
fighting,  and  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  steamed  np  the  river  out  of  range.  Dur- 
ing the  action  I  am  happy  to  say  that  no  one  was  injured.  The  light  work 
was  considerably  out  np,  but  no  serious  damage  done  to  the  hnll. 

In  the  evening,  at  7.40, 1  got  under  way  and  took  my  position  in  line  of 
battle  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  the  Grand  Gulf  batteries  while  the  army 
transports  passed  them.  We  gained  oar  object,  keeping  the  batteries  so  well 
employed  that  probably  not  a  transport  was  even  fired  at.  "We  used  our  bow 
and  starboard  broadside  guns,  firing  witli  the  greatest  deliberation.  The  ti-ans- 
ports  having  passed,  I  dropped  down  and  tied  up  to  the  bank.  During  this 
action  the  vessel  was  struct  several  times — a  very  heavy  one,  which  struck  on 
the  starboard  side,  tilled  SHrst  Sergeant  Fi-itz  Vermold,  company  A,  fifty-eighth 
Ohio  volunteere,  instantly.  The  worst  injury  the  hull  of  this  vessel  received 
was  from  the  Louisville  running  into  the  port  side,  she  heading  down  the  river 
while  I  waa  heading  up.  In  both  the  above  actions  the  officers  and  men  were 
distinguished  for  their  bravery  and  coolness,  the  officers  of  the  gun  divisions 
especially.  We  expended  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  projectiles. 
1  am,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BTEON  WILSON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Eeai'-Admiral  David  D.  Pohter, 

Commanding  Misskdppi  Squadron. 


Beporl  of  AfUnj/  lAeatmani  J.  McLsnd  ilurpky. 

United  States  Steamer  Carondelbt, 
Mississippi  River,  three  tiiiles  hvlow  Grand  Gulf,  May  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  vessel  in  the  action  of  the  29Eh  ultimo. 

In  obedience  to  the  signal,  I  took  my  position,  in  the  line  of  battle  astern  c 
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the  Louisville,  and  appvoaclied  tlie  upper  battery  at  tlio  Point  of  Hocks,  Grand 
Gulf,  ■within  ahout  fifteen  hundred  yards  distance,  at  S  a-  m.,  and  opened  fii'e  on 
it  with  the  three  9-inch  guns  comprising  the  bow  battery ;  then  steamed  slowly 
down,  passed  all  the  batteries,  discharging  our  bow  and  port  side  guns  (oue 
4S-pounder  rifle  and  two  8-inch  guns)  as  occasion  offered.  I  then  rounded  to 
under  the  bar,  steamed  up  stream,  preserviag  the  line  of  order,  and  manosuvred 
the  vessel  so  as  to  bring  our  guns  to  bear  most  efficiently.  The  bow  and  star- 
board guua  wei-e  actively  engaged.  Obeying  the  signal,  I  ordered  the  firing  to 
cease,  and  steamed  up  the  river,  amving  at  Hard  Times  landing  at  2  p.  m.  The 
action  continued  almost  incessantly  about  five  hours. 

At  about  8  p.  m.  we  again  steamed  down  the  river  with  the  squadron,  firing 
at  the  batteries  as  we  passed,  and  rouoded  to  abreast  of  the  lower  Dattery,  which 
was  silenced.  The  army  transports  having  passed,  we  steamed  down  and  made 
a  landing  at  this  point.  Ta  the  two  attacks  the  vessel  was  struck  five  times, 
occasioning  not  very  serious  daniagea;  and  in  tlie  engineer  department  our  loss 
was  two  wheel  aims,  two  circle  segments,  and  two  wheel  braces  cut  off. 

No  casualties,  fortunately,  occurred  among  the  ofljcers  and  crew,  who  eon- 
ducted  themselves  throughont  with  great  coolness,  courage,  and  efficiency. 

I  enclose  the  gunner's  report  of  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McLEOD  MURPHY, 
Aeting  Lieutenant  C 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U,  8.  N., 

Commanding  Mississijtpi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Fulvrnteer  Lietdaiant  W.  R.  Hod. 

United  States  Steamer  Pittsburg, 

Mississippi  River,  May  1,  1863. 
BiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  i-eport  that  on  April  39,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions fi'om  yon,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  to  engage  tlie  enemy's  bat- 
teries at  Grand  Gnlf  at  8.10  a.  m.  Although  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot 
thirty-five  times  during  the  engagement,  and  severely  cut  up  by  them,  she  is  in 
no  way  disabled.  While  engaging  the  enemy,  four  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
roands  were  fired,  principally  from  her  bow  and  starboard  broadside  batteries, 
consisting  of  shot,  shell,  shmpneli,  grape,  and  canister. 

At  1.30  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to. orders,  (by  signal  from  the  Louisville,)  1  witU- 
di-ew  my  vessel  from  the  engagement. 

I  regret  to  Lave  to  report  the  following  casualties :    Killed  sis,  wounded 
thirteen. 

While  passing  below,  and  engaging  the  batteries  the  same  night,  I  fired 
twenty-one  rounds.     The  vessel  received  but  two  shots,  neither  doing  serions 
damage;  casualties  none.     The  conduct  of  both  ofBeera  and  crew  during  both 
actions  was  that  of  mm  who  had  the  eauae  of  their  country  at  heart. 
I  enclose  reports  of  surgeon,  gunner,  engineer,  and  earpenter, 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  HOEL, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C 
Acting  Rcar-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

i  Squadron. 
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Casualties  m  the  Pittsburg. 

United  States  Steamer  Pittsburq, 

April  30,  1863. 
Sir:   I  lia.vti  the  iionor  to  report  the  following  list  of  caanaltiea  nccnrring  on 
boanl  tliis  vessel  liuciug  tlie  engagement  at  Grancl  Gulf,  April  29,  1863 : 

Killed. — John  Carroll,  CRpta.in  forecastle ;  Eichard  Gray,  lantlsman  ;  William 
Springer,  Gottlieb  Stinger,  Absalom  E.  Leffler,  marines  ;  James  Haywood, 
contraband. 

Wounded. — Jamea  Ovatt,  master's  mate,  slightly;  James  Kelroe,  Austin 
Fowlei-,  John  Seott,  seamen,  sevei'ely ;  Alexander  Sroith,  Charies  Strand,  Rob- 
ert Hartly,  Frederick  Krnse,  seamen,  sliglitly;  J,  Fartia,  marine,  amputated 
leg;  A.  Wcstenherger,  marine,  severely;  D.  Hxifford,  Addison  Deeta,  marines, 
slightly. 

lie  spectf ally, 

F,  M.  FOLLETT, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  William  R.  Hoel, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steavitr  FiUsburg. 


A'k'Uioiml,  r'lKiH  of  Ae/infi  Reir- Admiral  Porter.— Dmription  of  Grand  Gulf  imd  the  haits^-ies. 

Mississippi  8«uadhon,  Flag-Ship  Benton, 

Grand  Gulf,  Mississippi,  May  3,  1863. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  iionor  to  report  that  I  got  under  way  this  morning,  with  the 
Lafayette,  Oai'ondelet,  Monnd  Oity,  and  Pittsburg,  and  proceeded  up  to  the  forts 
at  Grand  Gulf  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  them,  if  they  had  not  retreated.  The 
enemy  had  left  before  we  got  up,  blowing  up  their  ammunitinn,  spiking  the 
large  guns,  and  burying  or  taking  away  the  lighter  ones.  The  forts  consisted  of 
thirteen  guns  in  all ;  the  works  are  of  the  most  extensive  kind,  and  would  seent 
to  ^efy  the  efforts  of  a  much  heavier  fleet  than  the  one  which  silenced  them.. 
The  forts  were  literally  torn  to  pieces  by  the  accnracy  of  our  fire.  Colonel. 
Wade,  the  commandant  of  the  batteries,  was  killed,  also  his  chief  of  staff.. 
Eleven  men  were  killed  that  we  know  of,  and  many  wounded — so  onr  inform- 
ant says ;  he  also  says  no  one  was  permitted  to  go  into  the  forts  after  the- 
action  except  those  belonging  there.  We  had  a  hard  fight  with  these  forte,  and 
it  is  with  great  pleasure  1  report  that  the  navy  holds,  the  door  to  Vicksburg. 

Grand  Gulf  is  tlie  strongest  place  on  the  Mississippi;  had  the  enemy  suc- 
ceeded in  finishing  the  fortifications,  no  fleet  could  have  taken  them.  I  have 
been  all  over  the  works,  and  foand  them  as  follows  :  One  fort  on  Point  of  Socks, 
anvpnty  hve  feet  high  calculated  for  =(]x  or  apven  guns  mounting  two  7  inUi 
iifle'*  and  one  8  incb  and  one  Pauott  gun  on  wheelb  (earned  off)  On  the  left 
ol  this  woik  IS  ft  tnaugulai  work  calculated  to  mount  one  heavy  gun  these 
woiks  aie  connected  with  another  fnt  by  a  covtied  way  and  double  rifle  pits 
e"\.lpnding  three  qaaiteis  of  a  mile  eonatmcted  with  much  labor  and  showing 
gieat  skill  on  the  pait  of  the  consti actor  The  third  foit  commands  the  nvei  m 
ill  duections  it  mounted  one  splendid  Blakely  100  poundei  md  one  8  inch , 
tHL  32  pouudeis  weie  lying  buifted  and  broken  on  the  giound  The  gunboata 
hid  so  covered  up  eveiytlnng  with  earth  that  it  was  impossible  to  lee  at  a 
glance  nhit  was  tneie  With  the  es-ception  of  the  guns  that  were  dismounted 
01  bioken  e\en  gun  that  fell  into  our  hand"  was  in  good  condition  with  a 
lai^<  iju  ntitj     f  immun  tioii 
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This  is  by  far  the  most  extensive  bailt  work,  with  the  exception  of  those  at 
Vicksbm-g,  1  have  jet  seen  ;  and  am  bappy  to  aay  we  hold  it.  I  am  dismount- 
ing the  guns,  and  getting  on  board  the  ammunition  ;  and,  as  I  leave  in  an  hour 
for  Bed  river.  Lieutenant  Commander  Oivoo  will  carry  out  my  instnictionB. 

I  hear  nothing  of  our  army  as  yet.  Waa  expecting  to  Lear  their  guas  as  we 
advanced  on  the  forts. 

Since  making  the  above  examination,  two  oew  forts  have  been  found,  nearly 
finished ;  they  have  no  guas,  but  were  complete  of  the  kind  as  regards  position, 
and  had  heavy  field-pieces  in  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miss.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDiiON  "Welles, 

Secretary  of  Uie  Naey,   Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  Mississippi  SaifADBON,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Near  Vickshwrg,  June  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  chart  i  nd  plan  of  Grand  Gulf,  captured 
by  the  Mississippi  squadron  May  3,  18G3. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servanf, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rfar-Admii  al,  Com'dg  Miss.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


These  batteries  monnted  oae  100-poirader,  two  e4-pounders,  two  7-inch  rifle 
cannon,  one  30-ponndef  Pairott  shifting  gun,  two  30-pounder  Parrotts  m  bat- 
tery, two  20-pouiider  PaiTOtt  near  main  magazine  in  covered  way,  three  10- 
pounder  Parrotts  ou  the  hills.  Batteries  engaged  by  the  gunboats  for  five 
hours  and  thirty-iiTe  minutes ;  the  lower  battery  silenced  and  covered  up  in 
three  hours ;  the  upper  batteries  silenced,  with  the  exception  of  oae  gun,  which 
could  not  train  on  any  vessel,  being  clogged  with  earth.  The  Layfayette  laid 
opposite  this  battery,  and  kept  the  people  from  working  until  dark,  when  it  was 
partially  repaired.     The  defences  were  all  eai-thworks. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  four  or  five  small  field-pieces  were  used  by  the 
rebels,  and  shifted  about  from  place  to  place. 

(Copied  from  a  survey  made  by  T.  M,  Farrell,  United  States  navy,  May, 
1863,  by  Alexander  Strauz,  United  States  coast  suiTey.) 


Capture  of  Forts  Dn  Riissi/,  Red  river,  and  Alexandiia,  Louisiana. 

MissrssiPPi  SanAURON,  Flag-Ship  Benton, 

•      Alexandria,  Louisiana,  May  7,  1863. 
Sir:  I  left  Grand  Gulf  at  noon  ou  the  3d  instant,  aad  arrived  that  night  at 
the  mouth  of  Red  river. 

After  communicating  with  Admiral  Parragut,  and  being  kindly  supplied  by 
Commodore  Palmer  with  men  and  ammunition  to  supply  deficiencies,  I  pro- 
ceeded up  Red  river  on  the  4th  with  the  Benton,  Lafayette,  Pittsburg,  Price, 
ram  Switzerland,  and  tug  Ivy.  Meeting  two  of  Admiral  Parragut's  vessels, 
ibe  Arizona  and  Estrella,  coming  down,  I  detained  them,  and  took  tlicm  back 
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witL  ine.  "We  arrived  next  evening  at  Fort  De  Rassy,  a  powerftil  caaemated 
iroi-k,  (three  caaematea,)  and  a  flanking  batteiy  nearly  at  riglit  angles  with  it, 
calculated  to  mount  seven  guns.  The  enemy  had,  liovrevei',  evaenated  the 
works,  taking  away  all  bnt  one  gUE,  a  64-ponuder,  and  only  the  day  before  had 
managed  to  get  away  the  Xl-inch  and  the  IX-inch  gtina  captured  from  the  lu- 
dianola;   tliey  had,  however,  destroyed  the  earriagea  and  equipments. 

The  enemy  had  at  this  point  a  heavy  raft  that  cjjst  $70,000  to  huild;  it  was 
lauded  on  either  bauk  of  the  river,  and  fastened  with  chains.  The  Price,  how- 
ever, soon  opened  it  by  running  against  the  end,  and  made  a  paasage  for  the 
rest  of  the  ateamera. 

I  laid  by  tfie  fort  that  night,  and,  upon  close  examination,  finding  that  it 
would  take  too  much  time  to  deatroy  it  effectually,  pushed  on  to  Alexandria, 
where  we  arrived  this  moniiBg  early. 

I  sent  the  Arizona  ahead  laat  night  to  surprise  any  steamer  that  might  be 
at  the  town,  and  this  Hioniing  took  fonnal  possession  without  any  resistance; 
indeed,  there  seemed  to  be  great  cordiality  ahown  na  all  along  this  river. 

In  the  town  there  was  great  rejoicing  among  tlie  Union  men  at  our  aiTival, 
and  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  any  one  to  meet  us  in  a  ft'iendly  spirit.  I 
have  seized  all  the  rebel  property  here,  but  they  removed  only  as  late  as  last 
night  some  of  the  moat  valoable.  What  steamere  they  had  here  had  be«n 
lightened  and  taken  above  Shveveport,  (which  is  350  miles  by  i-iver  from  here,) 
and  are  out  of  our  reach  for  the  present.  I  send  the  gunboata  to-moiTow  up 
Black  river,  where  there  are  twenty  transports,  some  of  whieh  we  may  capture. 

This  evening  General  Banks  came  into  Alexandiia,  having  made  a  rapid, 
tuat-ch  from  Opelousas,  and  reached  here  one  day  sooner  than  I  expected  him.  I 
turned  over  the  city  to  bim,  and  shall  return  in  a  few  days  to  Grand  Gulf.  The 
water  is  too  low  for  us  to  ascend  higher  up  Red  rivei  and  return  with  safety. 
As  we  ascended,  the  rebels  fled  before  us,  abandoning  also  some  works  they  . 
were  erecting  seven  miles  below  Alexandria. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Vom'Ug  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Si:c7-etary  of  the  Navy,WasJdngUm,  D.  C. 


Dtstmetion  of  Fort  De  flajsj  and  reeonnoissance  oh  Black  rivCT. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  General  Price, 

Grand  Gulf,  Mississippi,  May  13,  1863.  . 
8[R;  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  from  Alexandria  of  the  capture  of  that 
place  and  the  forta  defending  the  approachea  to  the  city  by  the  naval  forces 
under  my  command.  Twenty-four  hours  after  we  arrived  the  advance  guard 
of  United  Statea  troopa  came  into  the  city,  and  General  Banks  arriving  soon 
.tfter,  I  turned  the  place  over  to  his  keeping.  The  water  beginning  to  fall,  I 
deemed  it  prudent  to  return  with  the  largest  veaaela  to  the  mouth  of  Eed  river. 
I  dropped  down  to  the  forta  De  Euaay  in  the  Benton  and  undertook  to  deatroy 
thoae  works.  I  only  succeeded,  however,  in  effectually  destroying  the  three 
heavy  casemates  commanding  the  channel,  and  a  amall  water  battery  for 
two  guns,  about  600  yards  below  it,  I  also  destroyed  (by  hursting  }  one 
heavy  33-pounder  and  some  gnn-caniagea  left  in  their  huiTy  by  the  enemy. 
Tlie  main  fort  on  a  hill  some  900  yards  from  the  water  I  was  unable  to  attend 
to.  It  is  quite  an  extensive  work,  quite  neiw  and  incomplete,  hut  built  with 
much  labor  and  pains ;  it  will  take  two  or  three  weeks  to  pull  it  to  pieces.  I 
had  not  the  powder  to  spare  to  blow  it  up ;  the  vessels  will  be  ordered  to  work 
on  it  occasionally,  and  it  will  soon  be  destroyed. 
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In  tliia  laat-meiitioned  foil  vas  monnted  the  Xl-iiieli  gun  which  I  am'  led  to 
believe  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  river  neav  the  fort,  the  rebels  throwing  it  over- 
hoard  in  their  panic  at  the  approach  of  the  gunboats. 

Tlie  raft  which  closed  the  entrance  I  have  blown  up,  sawed  in  two,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  the  poor  of  the  neighborhood. 

I  sent  Oommaader  Woodworth,  in  the  Price,  with  the  Switzerland,  Pittsburg, 
and  Arizona,  np  Black  river  to  make  a  reconiioisaance.  They  found  heavy 
batteries  at  Harrisonburg,  and  as  the  rebels  refused  to  sunender,  the  boate 
shelled  them,  but  without  much  effect.  Our  force  being  small,  and  the  forts 
on  high  hills,  Commander  Woodworth  sent  back  to  report  to  me ;  but  ae  I  had 
no  time  to  attend  to  the  Harrisonburg  forts  at  the  moment,  I  ordered  the  return 
of  the  expedition.  Commander  Woodworth  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  rebel 
stores,  (valued  at  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,)  consisting  of  salt,  sugar,  rum, 
molasses,  tobacco,  and  bacon. 

I  left  the  place  blockaded,  and  returned  to  Grand  Gulf  to  look  after  other 
portions  of  the  squadron. 

I  left  Captain  Walke,  in  the  Lafayette,  at  Alexandria  for  the  present,  also 
the  Switaerlanct,  Ansiona,  and  Estrella,  to  co-operate  with  General  Banks  in 
case  he  shotdd  require  tlie  services  of  the  navy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Real-- Admiral,  Cmn'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Skitchftf  Fad  DeSms)/. 

Mississippi  SauADEoN,  Flag-Sujp  Black  Hawk, 

Yazoo  River,  May  16,  1863. 
Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  sketch  of  Fort  De  Eassy,  o 
led  river,  captured  by  a  portion  of  this  sqnadi-on  on  the  9th  of  May. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Cora'dg  Mississijfpi  f: 
Hon.  GiDEOiv  Welle.s, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington- 


Feigned,  attack  on  Haines's  Blitff". 


'I  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Benton, 
Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  12,  1863. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander E.  E.  Breese  and  othera,  in  relation  to  a  feigned  attack  on  Haines'a 
Bhiff,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  sending  re-enforcements  to  Grand  Gulf. 

The  plan  succeeded  admirably,  though  the  vessels  were  more  exposed  than 
the  occasion  called  for;  still,  as  they  met  no  casualties,  witli  the  exception  of 
hits  in  the  hidls,  it  mattered  but  little. 

I  am,  &c.,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Luulenant  Commartder  K.  ft.  Jireese. 

UwiTBD  States  Steamer  Elaok  Hawk, 

Yasoo  Rive?;  May  2,  1863. 

SiG:  Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  from.  General  Grant  to  General 
Slierman. 

I  co-operated  witli  him  in  a  feigned  attack  upon  Haines's  Blufl',  its  object 
being  to  prevent  heavy  re-enforcmnents  sent  to  repel  the  land  attack  at  Grand 
Gulf. 

At  1  p.  m.  of  the  29th  of  April  this  portion  of  the  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  Tyler,  Choctaw,  De  Kalb,  Signal,  Romeo,  Linden,  Petrel,  and  Black  Hawk, 
with  thi-ee  13-iiich  mortars,  in  tow  of  tags,  proceeded  up  the  river,  followed  by 
ten  large  transports  cariying  Ma,ioi-  Gfeneral  Blair's  division  to  Chickasaw  bayou, 
all  under  command  of  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  where  we  remained  for 
the  night.  A  regiment  was  sent  oiit  near  the  old  battle-ground  without  any 
important  discovery.  At  9  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  whole  force,  ex- 
cept the  Petrel,  stationed  at  Old  river,  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  above  order, 
and  took  position  as  in  the  accompanying  sketch. 

Tlie  Ohoctaw  and  De  Kalb  opened  iire  upon  the  main  works  at  Droom- 
gould's  Bluff,  and  the  Tyler  and  this  ship,  with  30-pouuder  rifles,  upon  the  fleld- 
worka  and  batteries.  I  refer  you  to  enclosed  reports  of  commanders  for  par- 
ticulars. 

The  De  Kalb  was  handled  with  the  skill  always  exhibited  by  Lieutenant 
Commander  Walker  ;  and  the  management  and  whole  conduct  of  tlie  Choctaw, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Bamsay,  was  worthy  of  the  b^t  of  your  tried  com- 


,  From  the  high  stage  of  the  water  the  Ohoctaw  and  De  Kalb  could  not  be 
brought  head  ou  to  the  batteries  withont  too  great  exposure,  .which  neither  the 
force  nor  circumstaucea  would  peimit ;  and  although  they  were  fought  nearly  at 
a  broadside,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred,  nor  did  any  in  the 
whole  expedition  while  in  action.  I  soon  saw  the  disadvantageous  way  the 
Choctaw  was  compelled  to  fight,  and  the  De  Kalb  necessai-lly,  from  her  vulnera- 
ble sides,  could  share  little  of  the  exposure  of  the  heavy  fire  concentrated  upon 
her;  but  as  the  demonstration  was  considered  so  important  by  General  Sher- 
man, I  felt  compelled  to  make  it  appear  as  much  of  a  real  attack  as  possible 
without  too  great  risk;  accordingly  the  vessels  were  allowed  to  remain  under 
fire  upwards  of  thi-ee  hours  and  a  half,  when  I  made  the  signal  to  retire. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Ramsay  remained  upon  deck  during  the  whole  en- 
gagement, and  you  will  judge  fiom  his  report  the  heavy  fire  he  was  under. 
Scarce  a  moment  but  a  jet  of  water  was  thrown  np  neai-  her,  or  a  shot  struck 
her.  The  Tyler  was  obliged  to  retire  early,  from  receiving  a  Whitworth  shot 
at  the  water's  edge,  causing  her  to  leak  badly,  bat  was  soon  ready  for  action 
again.  The  position  of  this  ship  was  changed  several  times,  as  the  enemy 
netttly  got  our  range. 

At  6  p.  m,  the  troops  were  landed,  and  marched  up  towa.rds  Haines's  Bluff 
on  the  only  roadway — the  levee,  making  quite  a  display,  and  a  threatening  one 
also.  As  the  pickets  and  skirmishers  approached  the  road  leading  to  the  bluffs 
a  very  heavy  batteiy  was  opened,  sweeping  the  narrow  causeway,  npon  which 
not  more  than  two  men  could  walk  abresiat.  Videttea,  &c.,  were  thrown  out, 
and  at  dark  the  troops  were  quietly  embarked,  leaving  our  pickets,  &e.  The 
next  day  a  regiment  was  landed  on  tlie  opposite  side,  and  marched  up  iu  the 
direction  of  the  bluffs,  but  before  reaching  the  river  were  met  by  an  impassable 
bayou  and  the  heavy  fire  of  the  forts  on  the  bluffs. 

It  was  observed  in  the  morning  that  new  works  had  been  thrown  up  during 
the  night,  some  of  the  old  ones  extended,  and  several  new  and  apparently  heavy 
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guns  placed  in  position.  At  3  p.  m„  by  previoua  arrangement,  tlie  Do  Kalb, 
Choctaw,  Tyler,  and  (his  ship,  opened  upon  tliene  works,  and  drew  the  fire  from 
a  3S-pounder  rifle  gun  and  a  Whitwortli  gim.  They  were  silenced,  having  fired 
not  more  than  four  rounda  each.  Onr  practice  was  eseellent,  and  it  wo\ild  be 
difficult  to  detei'uiine  to  which  ship  belonged  the  credit  of  silencing  these  guns. 

Observing  heavy  ox  teams,  apparently  drawing  heavy  guns,  our  fire  was 
turned  toward  tliem,  and  to  the  valleys  adjacent,  in  which  troops  were  supposed 
to  be  concealed,  with  what  damage  is  not  known.  Our  firing  gradually  slack- 
ened, nntil  at  dark  it  ceased  altogether ;  and  at  8  p.  m.,  General  Sherman  having 
received  ordere  to  take  his  corps  to  the  other  side,  the  vessels  all  returned  to 
their  old  anchorage,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Tasoo,  without  accideat.  The  rebel 
lieutenant  captured  by  Captain  Walker  being  v/ounded,  I  turned  over  to  General 
Sherman,  who,  having  a  hospital  boat  with  him,  could  properly  attend  to  hie 

This  prisoner  states  that  a  major  and  three  privates  of  his  party  were  killed ; 
that  they  have  eleven,  heavy  guns  in  tlieit  batteries,  from  10-iiich  smooth  bore 
to  the  heaviest  rifled,  and  two  brigades  to  guard  it,  its  only  approach  being  that 
over  the  narrow  causeway  before  mentioned,  which  were  entirely  commanded 
by  guns  sweeping  in  all  directions ;  also  that  the  raft  had  broken  adrift,  proof 
of  which  was  evident  enotigh  as  we  advanced.  He  also  stated  that  it  was  re- 
ported that  Port  Hudson  had  jjcen  evacuated. 

During  the  ten  days'  operations  this  ship  fired  227  30-pounder  shells.  I 
regret  that  I  can  make  nothing  of  the  paper  case  time  fuze  furnished  us.  In 
all  our  experiments  and  in  actual  service  they  could  not  be  relied  upon,  scarcely 
ever  bursting. 

Ensigns  Bridgman  and  Miller  had  each  charge  of  a  gua,  and  tlie  accuracy  of 
their  fire  elicited  much  applause,  and  must  have  discomfited  the  enemy  much. 
We  were  firing  at  about  3,000  yards. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  BREESE, 
lAejitunant  Commander. 
Acting  Reiir-Admiral  DaVIK  D.  PoH'rKli, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Jitpt>rl  of  Lieutisiant  Commemde/-  J  Jin  0.    WaUcei-. 

United  States  Gdnboat  Baron  db  Kalb, 

Mouth  of  Yazoo,  May  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  pavt  tali;ea  hy 
tliis  vessel  in  the  feigned  attack  upon  Droomgould'a  Bluff  on  April  30  and 
May  1 ; 

Upon  the  first  day  I  moved  into  position  and  opened  fire  at  10.50  a.  m.,  and 
continued  firing  heavily  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  I  retired  by  signal.  As  the 
attack  was  but  a  feint,  and  being  ordered  not  to  risk  my  vessel,  I  covered  hor 
with  the  river  bank,  avoiding  the  enemy's  fire  as  much  as  possible. 

At  2  p.  m.,  while  dropping  out  of  action,  the  others  having  retired,  was  fired 
upon  by  musketry  from  some  buildings  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  fifty  yards.  I  immediately  ran  into  the  bank  and  landed  Acting 
Master  0.  S.  Kendrick,  with  about  Wenty-flve  men,  who  dislodged  the  enemy 
from  the  buildings  and  chased  them  five  or  six  hundred  yards  into  the  swamp, 
killing  one  oiEcer  aud  three  privates,  and  taking  a  second  lieutenant,  of  the  third 
Louisiana  infantry,  prisoner.  Mr.  Kendrick  behaved  very  gallantly,  capturing 
the  prisoner  in  a  hand  to  hand  fight  by  knocking  him  down  with  his  pistol. 
The  prisoner  reports  the  officer  killed  to  have   been  u  major.     E.  N.  House 
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ijuartermastev,  was  sLot  through  the  right  arm  hy  a  rifle  hall,  hut  not  serioaaly 
injnre<l.  At  6  p.  m.  I  again  moved  up  near  my  former  position  to  euTer  a  mOTe- 
ment  of  troops,  and  remained  until  the  following  day. 

The  enemy  fired  sharply  until  sunset,  hut  fortunately  without  effect.  On 
the  second  day,  at  3.10  p.  m.,  got  under  way  and  dropped  down  to  tbe  squad- 
ron, firing  upon  the  enemy  as  my  guns  hore,  and  continued  firing  until  dark. 
The  enemy  failed  to  reply  after  the  first  half  hour,  although  the  whole  squad- 
ron was  within  easy  range.  During  the  two  days  I  expended  two  hundred 
roxmda  of  ammunition. 

Very  respectftiUy,  your  ohedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Lieut.  Oomd'r  K.  R,  Breesg, 

Senior  Officer  present. 


Eqiorl.  (yf  lAailsiiant  GmnTnaiidcr  F.  M,  Eatiisay, 

United  States  Steamer  Choctaw, 

Tasoo  River,  May  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  90th  ultimo,  in  company  with 
the  squadron,  I  engaged  the  enemy's  batteries  on  Droomgould's  Bluff  from  10  a. 
m.  to  1.40  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flag-ship,  I  dropped  down  a 
short  distance  and  tied  to  the  light  bank  of  the  river. 

The  enemy's  shot  struck  this  vessel  forty-six  times,  besides  cutting  away  six 
smoke-Btack  guys.  The  turret  was  strack  six  times,  a  lO-inch  solid  shot  pene- 
trating the  ci'own  and  a  6-inch  pointed  shot  burying  itself.  Two  shot  struck 
below  water-line  on  starboard  side  forward  of  turret ;  one  carried  away  star- 
board forward  warping  chock ;  eleven  struck  the  smoke-stacks ;  one  the  star- 
board forward  ventilator ;  one  earned  away  first  ciitter's  after  davit  and  store 
gig ;  one  struck  casemate  below  pilot-house  and  glanced ;  one  penetrated  iron 
on  stai'board  side,  forward  of  wheel-house  curve,  and  glanced ;  five  struck  curve 
forward  of  starboard  wheel ;  t%vo  peuetrating  iron  and  wood ;  one  penetrating 
wood  casemate  inside  of  starboard  wheel ;  four  struck  starboai'd  wheel-honse, 
carrying  away  one  outside  circle  and  thres  arms  of  stai-board  wheel ;  six  struck 
port  wheel-house,  can-ying  away  one  outside  circle  and  ten  arms  of  port  wheel; 
one  struck  ward-room  skylight;  one  through  storage-Mom;  one  cut  away  pendant 
staff,  one  the  ensign  staff,  and  one  the  forward  wheel  beam  hog  chain.  A  shot 
is  supposed  to  have  struck  under  water  on  starboard  side  abreast  of  boilers. 
Two  men  were  slightly  bruised  on  the  wrist  by  splinters.  In  the  evening  the 
enemy's  batteries  again  opened  fire.  I  moved  to  the  left  bank  of  the  liver  and 
returned  it  for  a  short  time.  On  the  1st  instant,  at  3  p.  m.,  I  opened  again  on 
the  batteries  and  fired  slowly  until  7  p.  m. 

During  the  two  days  sixty-nine  shells  and  three  solid  shot  were  fired  from 
the  100-pounder  Parrott  gun,  and  forty-five  shells  and  five  solid  shot  from  the 
9-inch  gun.  The  100- pounder  gun  was  commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  W.  0. 
Bennet,  and  the  9-inch  by  Acting  Master's  Mate  C.  0.  Johnson,  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  Acting  Ensign  and  Executive  Oifieer  W.  A.  Abbott. 

The  ofBcers  and  men  under  my  command  deserve  gi'eat  credit  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  performed  their  duty.  The  greater  portion  of  the  crew  had  been 
only  eight  days  on  board  when  the  eiigagement  took  plaee,  and  owing  to  the 
unfmished  state  of  the  vessel,  had  had  only  three  days'  exercise  at  the  guns. 

The  10-secoud  fuzes  for  the  Parrott  shells  did  not   burn  properly,   the  sliella 
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having  tliem  ia  exploded  much  too  soon,  and  one  of  them  so  close  to  the  muazle 
of  tlie  gun  that  the  pieces  struck  the  forecastle  deck  in  three  places  and  set  fire 
to  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EEANK  M.  RAMSAY, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Oom'dr  K.  B.  Brebse,    , 

Setdor  Naval  Officer,  mouth  of  Yazoo  River. 


Report  of  Lieiilemmit  Commatider  Jus,  JiJ.  FritrMll. 

Umtbd  States  Gunboat  Tylbe, 

Yazoo  River,  May  2,  1863. 
Slit :  I  iiave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  vessel  in  the  demonstratioii  upon  Droomgould's  Bluff,  April  30  and  May 
1  :  On  the  morning  of  the  SOth  got  under  way  at  9.16,  and  took  my  position 
astern  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb.  At  10,15  came  within  range  of  the  lower  bat- 
teries, which  I  opened  on  with  my  SO-pounder  rifles.  At  10.30  made  fast  to 
the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  kept  up  the  fire  on  these  batteries.  At  11  a.  m. 
was  struck  between  wind  and  water  on  starboard  side,  and  was  obliged  to  drop 
out  of  the  fire  and  keel  the  vessel  over  to  stop  the  hole.  After  repairing,  the 
order  was  given  to  retire.  At  2.30  p.  m.  received  orders  to  drop  down  about 
two  miles  below  the  transports  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  planting  a  field  bat- 
tery. Laid  there  until  9.30  next  morning,  when  I  got  under  way  and  stood  up  . 
the  liver,  and  made  fast  to  the  right  bank  and  astern  of  the  Choctaw,  and 
within  range  of  two  small  batteries,  which  the  enemy  bad  erected  during  the 
night.  At  3  p.  m.  opened  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire  on  these  battei-iee 
until  7  p.  m.  This  vessel  was  struck  once  m  the  wheel-house  by  a  large  frag- 
ment of  shell. 

At  9.30  p.  m.  got  under  way  and  returned  to  my  anchorage  at  the  mouth  of 
Taaoo  river. 

During  the  two  days  fired  eighty-one  PaiTott  shells  and  thirty  Vlll-incli. 
Very  respectfully, 

JA8.  M.  PEITCHBTT, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Lieut.  Oom'dr  K.  R.  Brersr, 

Senior  Officer  we»ent. 


s  operatiMiis  on  the  Ten- 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Benton, 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  18,  1S63. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Oom- 
nander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  ia  relation  to  operations  in  llie  Tennessee  and  Cumber- 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D,  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Ad/miral.,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Sqtiadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"       ;lc 
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Reports  of  hieutenant  Corrvmo.nder  FiioJi. 

United  States  Gunboat  Lexinqtois, 

PaducaTi,  Kentuoky,  April  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  operatioas  on  the  upper  Tennessee  river 
during  the  last  few  days. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Jason  Gowdy  was  patrolling  the  river  with  the 
gunboats  Robert  and  Silver  Lake. 

Enclosed  I  forward  his  report  of  operations  up  to  the  time  I  joined  him  at 
I'ort  Hindman.  on  the  27th  of  March.  I  took  from  the  fort  one  hundred  and 
fifty  soldiers  xmder  command  of  Colonel  Graig,  aud  after  distributing  them  on  tbe 
three  boats  proceeded  on  up  the  river.  I  made  several  landings  along  on  the 
route,  reported  to  be  infested  by  guerillas,  bat  foand  none  til!  we  reached  the 
neighborbood  of  Savannah,  being  informed  that  back  of  Boyd's  landing,  about 
four  miles,  was  a  cotton  factory  owned  by,  and  doing  work  for,  the  rebels.  I 
had  determined  to  destroy  it.  I  therefore  landed  at  Boyd's,  and  sent  out  an 
expedidon,  numbering  about  two  hundred  soldiers  and  sailors.  Colonel  Graig 
took  tihai'ge  of  the  force.  The  executive  officer  of  this  steamer.  Acting  Volun- 
teer Lieutenant  Dunn,  took  charge  of  the  sailors.  The  expedition  moved  out 
to  the  factory  with  caution,  as  Colonel  Cox's  cavalry  regiment  was  stationed 
but  two  or  thi-ee  miles  beyond.  Arriving  at  the  mil!,  breastworks  of  cord- wood 
were  thrown  across  the  road,  and  inquiries  made  regarding  the  operations  of  the 
factory. 

From  what  could  be  learned,  the  mill  was  run  on  shares  witli  the  country 
people;  the  material  went  in  an  indirect  way  to  the  rebel  soldiers,  through  their 
friends  at  home.  The  books  were  all  ciean,  and  contained  nothing  to  condemn 
the  factory;  but  knowing  that  the  mill  did  aid  in  an  indirect  manner  the  rebels, 
it  was  thought  proper  not  to  bum  it,  but  to  effectually  prevent  its  doing  more 
work,  which  was  done  by  removing  the  miming  gear,  pistons,  cylinder  heads, 
brasses,  and  all  like  portable  portions,  and  placing  it  on  board  this  vessel.  Two 
mules  and  a  wagon,  which  were  pressed  to  haul  the  machinery  down  to  the  boat, 
were  retained  as  lawful  prizes,  as  it  was  ascertained  they  belonged  to  Colonel 
Cox's  rebel  cavalry.  Two  horses  also  wei-e  captured  by  Mr.  Dnnn,  belonging 
to  guerillas. 

A  short  distance  above  this  landing,  and  about  three  miles  from  the  river,  was 
reported  a  plantation  owned  by  a  noted  rebel — Smith.  The  boats  were  landed, 
and  an  expedition  Bent  out  to  the  place.  This  plantation  was  occupied  by  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Diilihunty,  and  is  known  to  be  a  rendezvous  for  gnerillaa. 
Yet  this  Dillihunty  claims  to  be  loyal,  has  lakm  the  oath,  and  says  he  bought 
the  farm  of  Smith.  This  may  be  true,  but  he  had  no  papers  to  prove  it,  has 
never  been  molested  by  the  guerillas;  and  in  fact,  as  1  have  since  learned, 
was  at  the  time  raising  a  guerilla  company,  as  several  men  were  at  the  time 
on  hisjiremises,  one  of  which  I  took  prisoner,  he  having  been  engaged  in  the 
guerilla  sei-vice ;  and  as  oar  men  were  fii-ed  at  by  a  guerilla  near  his  place, 
the  indications  were  sncli  as  to  r-ender  his  position  very  doubtful. 

I  therefore  took  from  the  farm  twenty-five  bales  of  cotton  (to  be  held  till  he 
proves  his  loyalty)  and  some  cavaliy  horses. 

After  leaving  this  landiug,  I  proceeded  on  ttp  to  Chickasaw,  at  the  foot  of 
Colvei-t  shoals;  there  was  scant  five  feet  on  the  shoals,  so  I  sent  the  Robert  and 
Silver  Lake  above  with  orders  to  make  thorough  reconnoissaiice  and  i-etum  tlie 
same  night,  &&  the  river  was  falling  too  fast  to  risk  them  above  longer.  Acting 
Volnnteei'  Lieutenant  Gowdy  reports  the  enemy  in  foi-c«  on  both  sides  of  tha 
river  at  Florence.  He  shelled  and  di-ove  them  out  of  their  camp  on  the  left 
bank,  but  was  not  able  to  telj  their  number  nor  to  ascertain  the  calibre  of  their 
heavy  guufi,  as  the   wind  was  blowing   a  gale  right   across   the   river,  and  he- 


ARMORED   VESSELS.  511 

was  fearfiil  of  getting  caught  above  the  shoals  by  falling  water.  Before  reaching 
Florence  he  surprised  a  picket  guard,  captured  five  horses,  some  carbines,  and 
one  prisoner.     He  joined  me  at  Chickasaw  just  at  dark. 

Iteturning  down  the  river,  I  stopped  at  a  farm  belonging  to  a  notorious  rebel 
by  the  names  of  Hays,  who  had  been  very  zealous  in  enforcing  the  conscript 
law  and  feeding  the  guerillas — sent  a  detachment  back  three  miles,  to  his  house, 
and  brought  away  about  one  thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  and  all  the  corn  we 
could  carry,  also  three  tniilea  and  a  wagon  belonging  to  him.  Colonel  Grraig 
took  charge  of  the  bacon,  as  the  army  at  Foi't  Hindman  were  short  of  suppliea. 

The  result  of  the  several  small  expeditions  is  as  follows :  eight  guns,  (cavalry 
carbines,)  25  bales  of  cotton,  15  horses,  (tlivee  broke  loose  and  escaped  at  Fort 
Hindman,)  tvrelve  mules,  (one  shot  through  the  tliigh,  and  left  at  Fort  Hind- 
man,)  and  two  wagons;  also  eight  prisoners. 

I  would  state  that  all  men  along  the  river  above  Fort  Henry  must  be  either 
disloyal  in  sentiments  or  actually  engaged  in  the  rebel  cause;  from  what  the 
numerous  refugees  tell  me,  none  expressing  senriments  the  least  loyid  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  at  home  and  cultivate  their  farms. 

Since  so  many  of  these  guerillas  have  been  found  dead  on  the  battle-field 
with  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  their  pockets,  I  am  forced  to  believe  no  man 
living  with  these  guerillas,  thoHgh  he  had  taken  the  oath  forty  times. 

I  have  giveu  transportation  to  over  sixty  refugee  families  since  I  have  been  on 
these  waters;  but  applicatioua  for  conveyance  out  of  the  river  have  become  so 
very  numerous  fi-om  young  men  fleeing  from  the  eonseript,  that  I  have  been 
indaced  to  give  the  captains  of  boats  instructions  to  render  all  the  aid  in  their 
power  to  families,  but  nnder  no  circumstances  to  bring  or  pass  out  able-bodied 
young  men.  We  are  in  want  of  men  for  the  gunboats,  and  if  they  love  the 
Union  better  than  rebellion,  now  is  the  proper  time  to  show  it;  they  must  take  ' 
sides  either  one  way  or  the  other.  This  has  already  had  the  effect  of  sending 
some  thirty  or  forty  into  General  Dodge's  cavalry,  and  lias  given  the  gunboats 
some  eight  or  ten  recruits.  I  deem  it  high  time  that  some  of  these  loyal  refugees 
were  showing  some  proof  of  their  loyalty. 

I  hope,  as  soon  as  there  is  another  slight  rise  in  the  Tennessee,  to  be  able, 
with  G-enerai  Dodge's  cavalry  co-operating,  to  capture  all  the  force  on  the 
Tuscumbia  side  at  Florence. 

My  plan  will  be  this :  to  watch  the  river  closely ;  as  soon  aa  there  is  the 
least  indication  of  a  rise,  get  forces  from  General  Dodge,  take  the  infantry  over 
Calvert  shoals,  land  them  at  Tnscumbia  landing,  let  the  cavalry  come  in  on  the 
l.'uscnmbia  road,  and  while  the  forces  are  getting  in  the  enemy's  rear  I  will 
push  on  up  with  four  or  five  of  the  lightest-draught  boats,  and  engage  them  in 

I  have  written  to  General  Dodge  to  this  effect,  and  rely  upon  his  hearty  co- 
operation to  complete  the  programme.     With  bis  co-operation  I  .am  confident  of 

Very  respectfully,  voitr  obedient  servant, 

LE  ROY  FITCH, 
Lieulenani  Comwiander. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Poetek, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


United  States  Gumboat  Lbxi.mgton, 

SmitMand,  Kentucky,  April  8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  third  instant,  while  coaling  at 
this  place  preparatory  to  again  ascending  the  Tennessee,  I  received  a  telegram 
from  Acting   Volunteer  Lieiitenani;  J.  S.  Hand,  commanding  gunboat  St,  ClaJr, 
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lliat  tlie  fleet  under  his  convoy  had  been  attacked  iit  Palmyra,  and  tliat  the  St. 
Olair  waa  disahled. 

I  got  under  way  immediately,  and  started  up  the  river  with  the  Lexington, 
Brilliant,  Robert,  Silver  Lake,  and  Springfield,  having  been  informed  that  the 
enemy  were  in  strong  force,  and  had  heavy  field  batteries. 

Below  Douelaon  1  met  the  St.  Clair,  being  towed  down  and  followed  by  her 
consort,  the  Fairplay,  I  turned  the  Fairplay  back  to  follow  me  aad  proceeded 
on  up.  AiTiving  at  Palmyra,  I  found  the  enemy  had  retreated  towards  Har- 
peth  shoals.  I  landed  opposite  the  town  and  sent  a  detachment  on  ahore  under 
commaud  of  Acting  Master  Fitapatrick,  of  thia  vessel,  with  inatructious  to  buru 
every  house  in  the  place,  and  to  allow  no  one  under  his  command  to  pillage  or 
remove  tlie  smallest  article.  Just  after  the  boat  landed,  several  stragglers  from 
the  guerillas  broke  from  their  concealment  and  ran ;  our  men  fired  on  them, 
killing  one  and  woundhig  another. 

The  town  was  buraed ;  not  one  house  left.  I  had  for  some  time  been  sua- 
picious  of  this  place  ;  one  or  two  loyal  men  did  live  here,  hut  were  driven  out 
by  the  rebels. 

The  town  was  one  of  the  woi-st  secession  places  on  tlie  river,  and  as  unarmed 
transports  were  fired  on  from  the  dwellings,  I  gave  them  the  full  benefit  of 
your  Older,  which  I  trust  will  be  a  lesson  to  them  in  the  future.  Enclosed  I 
send  a  letter  from  Port  Hudson,  which  may  perhapa  be  of  some  little  interest. 

I  left  the  same  evening  with  the  ti-ansports  and  gnnboats  for  Hai'peth  shoals. 
At  Clarksvillc  I  landed  and  made  aiTSngements  with  the  commandant  of  the 
post  for  infantry  and  cavahy  to  accompany  me,  with  a  hope  of  being  able  to 
get  in  the  rear  of  and  capture  the  enemy's  artillery.  Pushing  on  up,  I  landed 
the  soldiei'S  a  few  miles  below  Harpeth  in  the  forenoon  of  the  5th,  and  moved 
on  up  with  the  boats  to  draw  attention,  but,  much  to  my  regret,  the  enemy  had 
intimation  of  o\xr  approach,  and  Lad  again  retreated  tliis  time  back  from,  the 
river  towards  Charlotte.  The  cavalry  followed  them  aix  milea  back,  but  not 
being  able  to  come  up  with  them,  returned,  as  it  was  not  prudent  to  venture 
further  with  so  small  a  force. 

As  the  river  was  falling  too  fast  for  me  to  risk  this  boat  over  the  shoals,  I  sent , 
the  transports  on  to  Nashville  under  convoy  of  three  light- draughts,  aadretnmied 
to  this  place  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  my  plana  up  the  Tennessee. 

It  has  always  been  my  aim  to  have  the  means  of  communication  and  times  of 
meeting  between  the  boats  on  this  and  the  Tennessee  river  so  peifect  that  at  a 
moment's  wamiag  I  eau,  in  ease  of  necessity,  concentrate  the  entire  force  at 
any  one  point. 

1  am  happy  to  state  that  thus  fai- 1  have  been  able  to  accomplish  this,  and 
hope  to  be  in  future  equally  successful. 

Veiy  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

LE  E.OY  PITCH, 
Lieutenant  i 

Acting  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  Miasissippi  Squadron. 


United  States  StkamroatLexikotow, 

Hamhurg  handing,  April  28,  1863. 

Stb  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  a4th  instant,  while  craising  down 

the  river  ahead  of  General  EUet's  fleet,  I  met  the  steamer  Emma  Duncan, 

Acting  Master  Griswold,  commanding,  coming  up  to  report  bis  vessel  for  duty. 

Learning  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  a  field  battery  at  Green  Bottom  bar, 
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and  had  tliree  men  badly  wounded,  I  proceeded  on  down  tlie  river,  giving  him 
orders  to  follow  me,  in  hopea  of  catching  the  rebels  at  or  near  the  same  place. 
Enclosed  I  Bend  his  report ;  also  the  surgeon's, 

I  passed  the  bar  about  dusk  in  the  evening,  but  the  enemy  was  nowhere  to 
be  seen.  Being  short  of  coal,  I  proceeded  on  down  to  Fort  Henry,  where  I 
procured  some  from  one  of  General  Ellet's  barges  and  started  back  up  the  river 
the  evening  of  the  25th  instant. 

Arriving  at  the  foot  of  Green  Bottom  bar  about  midnight,  I  anchored  till 
morning.  Still  seeing  nothing  of  the  enemy,  I  proceeded  on  up  the  river  to 
meet  and  communicate  with  General  Ellet.  The  Emma  Duncan  remaining 
nearly  a  mile  in  my  rear,  caught  a  ferry  flat  coming  out  of  a  creek  after  I  had 
passed ;  the  guerillas  in  the  flat  jumped  out  and  made  their  escape  in  the  woods ; 
the  fiat,  however,  was  destroyed  and  set  adrift.  I  cruised  on  up  leisurely, 
keeping  a  good  lookout  for  the  enemy  along  the  right  bank,  bat  saw  no  sign  of 
them  till  I  arrived  at  Duck  River  shoals,  where  I  heard  musketry  and  artillery 
a  short'  distance  (not  a  mile)  ahead,  I  pushed  on  over  the  bar  and  met  General 
Ellet's  fleet  just  at  the  head  of  the  shoals,  engaging  the  rebel  battery,  I  was 
then  in  good  range,  and  at  once  opened  fire  on  the  enemy.  There  was  not  room 
for  his  boats  to  round  to  or  to  back  out  of  the  channel ;  he  was  theiefoie  com 
pelled  to  push  on  over  the  bar  before  he  could  effect  a  lauding,  I  took  the 
battery  aide  and  moved  on  up  to  cover  his  boats  as  much  as  possible  it  the 
same  time  raking  the  bank  with  our  heavy  guns.  The  ram  Monarch  by  this 
time  came  in  range  and  opened  fire  also.  As  soon  as  I  rounded  the  point  the 
enemy  fixed  a  farewell  shot  at  one  of  the  brigade  boats,  limbered  up  and  w  ere 
off;  some  few  sharp ahootera  remaining  behind  fired  a  few  shots  at  a  trant,p  it 
having  on  board  siefe  and  wounded. 

I  followed  on  up  the  bank,  throwing  shell  after  them  till  I  thought  them  out 
of  range,  and  ceaeed  firing;  by  this  time  General  Ellet  had  landed  and  was 
pursuing  them. 

Several  of  the  enemy  were  found  dead  on  the  bank,  and  many  more  were 
dragged  off  in  the  woods.  I  should  suppose  that  their  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  is  about  twenty-five  or  thirty. 

I  believe  General  Ellet  lost  two  killed  and  one  wounded  on  his  boats  ;  also 
some  horses  killed. 

About  11  p.  m.  I  left  General  Ellet  at  the  foot  of  the  bar  and  proceeded  on 
up  fie  river  with  this  boat  and  the  Emma  Duncan  to  communicate  with  the  fleet 
above.  I  arrived  at  Eastport  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  instant,  receiving 
a  communication  fi-om  General  Dodge  at  Tuscumbia.  Enclosed  I. send  a  copy 
of  it. 

I  send  the  transports  below  Big  Bend  shoals,  and  remained  at  Eastport  land- 
ing myself  with  the  gunboats  Emma  Duncan  and  Queen  City  till  morning,  the 
28th  instant,  in  hopes  of  again  being  able  to  communicate  with  General  Dodge 
before  moving  the  transports  out  of  the  river.  I  then  returned  to  Hamburg, 
and  finding  no  means  of  communication  there,  sent  the  Covington  and  Emma 
Duncan  back  to  Chickasaw  to  wait  till  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant,  and 
then,  if  no  messengers  arrived  from  General  Dodge,  to  report  back  to  me  at 
this  place. 

I  will  move  down  from  here  with  the  ti'anaports  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LE  EOT  FITCH, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississip2>i  Squc 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 33 
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Destruction  of  a  water  battery  at  Warrenion  by  the  Mou-nd  Oily,  Lieutenant 
Commander  Byron  Wilson. 

United  States  Miasisaippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Yazoo  Biver,  May  15,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  thia  place  for  a  few  days  to 
look  after  provisions,  and  make  soilie  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  up- 
per portion  of  the  squadron. 

A  few  days  since  the  Mound  City,  Lieutenant  Commander  Byron  Wilson, 
came  up  as  far  as  Warreuton  to  reconnoitre,  and  see  what  guns  were  thure 
likely  to  annoy  onr  transports. 

The  rebels  have  been  engaged  for  some  months  in  building  a  strong  case- 
mated  water  battery,  intending  to  mount  8  ten-inch  guna  on  it.  This  work 
was  built  with  cotton  bales,  covered  with  logs,  the  logs  covered  with  rail- 
road iron,  and  the  whole  covered  with  earth.  On  approaching  the  forts 
Lieutenant  Commander  Wilson  sent  a  party  on  shore  to  reconnoitre;  on 
climbing  up  the  casemate  to  look  in,  the  party  discovered  that  a  company 
of  artillerists  bad  taken  refuge  there,  supposi-ng  themselves  perfectly  secure. 
Our  men  fired  their  revolvers  into  the  crowd,  and  warned  the  vessel  that  re- 
bels were  about.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wilson  then  commenced  shell- 
ing the  fort,  and  in  a  short  time  it  was  all  in  a  blaae;  after  burning  strongly 
for  some  time,  the  whole  work  was  destroyed.  Thus  ended  a  fort,  in  the 
space  of  an  hour,  which  had  taken  the  rebels  6ve  months  to  hnild,  working 
mostly  day  aud  night.  I  proceeded  to  Warrenton  this  morning  to  be  cer- 
tain that  the  work  was  thoroughly  destroyed;  it  required  nothing  more  dono 
to  it — the  Mound  City  had  finished  it.  The  rebels  set  all  their  houses  con- 
taining their  stores  on  fire  as  the  gunboats  approached,  and  what  they  left 
I  ordered  to  be  destroyed.  Warrenton  has  been  a  troublesome  place,  and 
merits  its  fate. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Com^dg  Misdssi}^  Squadron. 

Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Destruction  of  the  fortifications  at  Saines's  Blvff. 

Flas-Ship  Black  Hawk, 
Haines's  Bluff,  Yazoo  Biver,  May  30. 
On  the  morning  of  the  15th  I  came  over  to  Yazoo  river  to  be  ready  to  co- 
operate with  General  Grant,  leaving  two  of  the  Iron-clads  at  Red  river,  one 
at  Grand  Gulf,  one  at  Carthage,  three  at  Warrenton,  and  two  in  the  Yazoo. 
This  left  me  a  small  force  to  operate  with;  still  I  disposed  of  them  to  the  best 


vas  heard  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  which 
s  approaching  the  city.  The  cannonading 
was  kept  up  furiously  for  some  time,  when,  by  the  aid  of  glasses,  I  discov- 
ered a  company  of  our  artillery  advancing,  taking  position,  and  driving  the 
rebels  before  them. 

I  immediately  saw  that  General  Sherman's  division  had  come  in  to  the 
left  of  Snyder's  Bluff,  and  tliat  the  rebels  at  that  place  had  been  cut  oft'  from 
joining  the  forces  in  the  city.     I  despatched  the  De  Kalb,  Lieutenant  Com- 
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mander  "Walker,  Choctaw,  Lieutenant  Commander  Rameey,  the  Lindpn,  Eo- 
meo,  Petrel,  and  Forest  Rose,  all  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Oyajmander 
Biceae,  up  the  Yazoo,  to  open  com  muni  cation  in  that  way  with  Geneials 
Grant  and  Sherman. 

This  I  succeeded  in  doing,  and  in  three  hours  received  letters  fiom  Gea- 
erals  Grant,  Sherman,  and  Steele,  informing  me  of  their  vaat  Buccefct.ee,  and 
asking  me  to  send  up  provisions,  which  waa  at  once  done. 

In  the  mean  time  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker,  in  the  De  Kalh,  pushed 
on  to  Haines's  Blaff,  which  the  enemy  had  commenced  evacuating  the  day 
before,  and  a  party  remained  behind  in  the  hope  of  destroying  or  talcing- 
away  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  on  hand.  When  they  saw  tlie  gunboats 
they  ran  out,  and  left  everything  in  good  order,  guns,  fort,  tents,  and  equi- 
page of  all  kinds,  which  fell  into  our  hands. 

As  soon  aa  the  capture  of  Haines's  Bluff  and  fourteen  forts  was  reported 
to  mo,  I  shoved  up  the  gunboats  from  below  Vicksburg  to  fire  at  the  hill 
batteries,  which  fire  was  kept  up  for  two  or  three  hours.  At  midnight  they 
moved  up  to  the  town  and  opened  on  it  for  about  an  hour,  and  continned  at 
intervale  during  the  night  to  annoy  the  garrison.  On  the  19th  I  placed  six 
mortars  in  position,  with  orders  to  fire  night  and  day  as  rapidly  as  they 
could. 

The  works  at  Haines's  Bluff  are  very  formidable.  There  are  fourteen  of 
the  heaviest  kind  of  mounted  8inch  and  10-inch,  and  TJ-inch  rifled  guns, 
with  ammunition  enough  to  last  a  long  siege.  As  the  gun-carriages  might 
again  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  I  had  them  burned,  blew  up  the 
magazines,  and  destroyed  the  works  generally.  I  also  liuvned  tbo  encamp- 
ments, which  were  permanently  and  remarkably  well  constructed,  looking  as 
if  the  rebels  intended  to  stay  for  some  time. 

These  works  and  encampments  covered  many  acres  of  ground,  and  the 
fortifications  and  the  rifle-pits  proper  of  Haines's  Bluif  extend  about  a  mile 
and  a  quarter.  Such  a  network  of  defences  I  never  saw.  The  rebels  were 
a  year  constructing  them,  and  all  were  rendered  useless  in  an  hour. 

As  soon  as  I  got  through  with  the  destruction  of  the  magazines  and  other 
works,  I  started  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  up  the  Yazoo  river  with 
sufBcient  force  to  destroy  all  the  enemy's  property  in  that  direction,  with  or- 
ders to  return  with  ail  despatch,  and  only  to  proceed  as  far  as  Yazoo  City, 
where  the  rebels  have  a  navy  yard  and  storehouses.  In  the  meanwhile 
General  Grant  has  closely  invested  Ticksburg,  and  has  possession  of  the 
most  commanding  points. 

In  a  very  short  time  a  general  assault  will  take  place,  when  I  hope  to  an- 
nounce that  Vicksburg  has  fallen,  after  a  aeries  of  the  moat  brilliant  suc- 
cesses that  over  attended  an  army. 

There  has  never  been  a  case  during  the  war  where  the  rebels  have  been 
so  successfully  beaten  at  all  points,  and  the  patience  and  endurance  showa 
by  our  army  and  navy  for  so  many  months  is  about  to  be  rewarded. 

It  is  a  mere  question  of  a  few  hours,  and  then,  with  the  exception  of  Port 
Hudson,  which  will  follow  Vicksburg,  the  Mississippi  will  be  open  its  entire 
length, 

DAVID  D.  POETER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  C'om'dg  Minniesippi  Squadron. 

Hon,  GmEON  Welles, 

y  <^the  Navy. 
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Attack  on  the  VickAurg  batteries  23(^  and  2*llh  of  May,  1863. 

Mississippi  Squadbon, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  May  23,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  Slst  I  received  a  communication  from  General 
Grant,  ini'ortningme  that  he  intended  to  attack  the  whole  of  the  rebel  works  at 
10  a.  m.  the  next  day,  und  asking  me  to  shell  the  batteries  from  9.30  until 
10.30  a.  m.  to  annoy  the  garrison.  I  kept  six  mortars  playing  rapidly  on 
the  works  and  town  all  night;  sent  the  Benton,  Mound  City,  and  Carondelet 
up  to  sbell  the  water  batteries  and  other  places  where  troops  might  be  rested 
during  the  nigbt. 

At  1  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Mound  City  proraeded  across  the  river, 
'  and  made  an  attack  on  the  hill  batteries  opposite  the  canal.  At  8  o'clock  I 
joined  her  with  the  Benton,  Tuscnmbia,  and  Carondelet ;  all  these  vessels 
opened  on  the  hiH  batteries,  and  finally  silenced  them,  though  the  maia  work 
((on  the  battery  containing  the  heavy  rifled  gun)  was  done  by  the  Mound 
City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Byron  Wilson.  I  then  pushed  the  Benton, 
Moand  City,  apd  Carondelet  up  to  the  water  batteries,  leaving  the  Tuscum- 
bia  (which  vessel  is  still  out  of  repair)  to  keep  the  hill  batteries  from  firing 
on  our  vessels  after  they  had  passed  by.  The  three  gunboats  passed  up 
slowly,  owing  to  the  strong  current ;  the  Mound  City  leading,  Benton  fol- 
lowing, and  Oarpndelet  astern. 

The  water  batteries  opened  furiously,  supported  by  a  hill  battery  on  the 
starboard  beam  of  the  vessels.  The  vessels  advanced  to  within  440  yards, 
(by  our  marks,)  and  returned  the  fire  for  two  hours  without  cessation,  the 
enemy's  fire  being  very  accurate  and  incessant.  Finding  that  the  hill  bat- 
teries behind  me  were  silenced,  I  ordered  up  the  Tuscnmbia  to  within  800 
yards  of  the  batteries,  but  her  turret  was  soon  made  untenable,  not  standing 
the  enemy's  shots,  and  1  made  her  drop  down. 

I  had  been  engaged  with  the  forts  an  hour  longer  than  General  Grant 
asked ;  the  vessels  had  all  received  severe  shots  under  water,  which  we  could 
not  stop  up  while  in  motion,  and  not  knowing  what  might  have  delayed  the 
movement  of  the  army,  I  ordered  the  vessels  to  drop  out  of  fire,  which  they 
did  in  a  cool  handsome  manner 

This  was  the  hottest  fire  the  gunl  oats  1  d.^  e  ever  been  undei  but,  owing 
to  the  water  batteues  being  mote  en  a  level  with  them  th'tn  usual  the  gun- 
boats threw  in  then  shell  s)  f'ist  that  the  aim  ot  the  enemy  wis  not  very 
good. 

The  enenylit  the  vessris  a  numbei  f  times  but  fig  I  tin  f,  lew  on,  the 
shot  did  but  littii,  iamage  not  a  mdn  was  killed  md  only  a  few  wounded. 
I  had  only  ammunition  enough  for  a  fow  moments  longer,  and  set  all  hands 
to  work  to  fill  up  from  our  depot  below.  After  dropping  back,  I  found  that 
the  enemy  had  taken  possession  again  of  one  of  the  lower  hill  batteries,  and 
was  endeavoring  to  remove  his  guns,  and  had  mounted  a  i2-pound  field-piece 
to  fire  at  General  McArthnr's  troops,  which  had  landed  a  short  time  before 
at  Warrenton,  I  sent  the  Mound  City  and  Carondelet  to  drive  him  off,  which 
they  did  in  a  few  momenta. 

The  officers  and  men  of  all  the  vessels  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry; 
they  had  none  of  them  been  to  rest  for  three  days  and  nights,  moat  of  them 
having  been  engaged  in  firing  on  the  batteries  and  town,  and  I  allowed  thera 
to  devote  the  afternoon  to  the  necessary  repose. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  letter  from  General  McArthur,  explaining  why  he 
did  not  (to  use  his  own  expression)  "  take  advantage  of  the  results  gained 
by  the  gunboats."  I  have  since  learned  from  General  Grant  that  the  army 
did  assault  at  the  right  time  vigorously;  iti  the  noise  and  smoke  we  could 
not  see  or  hear  it ;  the  gunboats,  therefore,  were  still  fighting  when  tho 
assault  had  proved  unsuccessful. 
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The  army  hail  terrible  work  before  them,  and  are  fighting  as  well  aa 
soldiers  ever  fought  before,  but  the  works  are  stronger  than  any  of  us 
dreamed  of. 

General  Grant  and  bis  soldiers  are  confident,  and  I  am  confident,  that  the 
brave  and  energetic  generals  in  this  army  will  soon  overcome  all  obstacles 
and  carry  the  works. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient' servant, 

BAVII)  D.  POETBR, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  qf  Brigadier  General  J.  MoArthur  lo  Admg  Rear-Adraital  Fotier, 

Headquakters  6th  Divi.sion  llm  Arht  Corps, 
Infield,  near  Vick^mrg,  Mississippi,  May  23,  1863. 
AniniiAL:  I  received  your  communication  regarding  the  silencing  of  the 
two  batteries  below  Vickeburg,  and,  in  reply,  would  say  that  I  witnessed 
with  intense  satisfaction  the  firing  on  that  day,  being  the  finest  I  have  yet 
eeen.  I  would  have  taken  advantage  of  the  results  then  gained  by  your 
vessels,  and  had  given  the  necessary  orders  to  do  so,  when  I  received  per- 
emptoi-y  orders  from  Major  General  McCfernand  to  move  my  command 
around  to  the  right  of  my  position,  to  support  a  portion  of  his  troops  who 
bad  gained  a  lodgment  in  the  enemy's  works.  I  arrived,  however,  too  late, 
and  have  now  been  ordered  back  to  my  former  position,  and  to  follow  up 
any  advantage  your  vessels  may  gain.  I  have  made  a  request  to  have  some 
riiied  guns  sent  ine,  which  I  reqnire,  and  on  receipt  of  which  I  expect  to  be' 
able  to  enfilade  Whistling  Dick's  position — at  any  rate  I  will  try. 

I  am  informed  to-night  that  there  is  a  levee  running  from  the  spur  of  the 
hill  opposite  my  camp  to  the  river,  which  I  intend  to  have  explored  to-morrow, 
when  I  expect  to  communicate  more  fully  with  your  vessels. 
I  will  watch  their  action  and  co-operate. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McARTHUE, 
Brigadier  General,  ConCdg  &th  Div.  ITiA  A.  Corps. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Portrb, 

Commanding  United  Stales  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  transmitting  reports  of  commanders  of 
the  iron-dads. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadhon, 

Near  Ticksimrg,  May  27,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the 
iron-clads  engaged  in  the  actions  of  the  22d  of  May  and  the  Stth  of  May. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Mississi^i  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

'/of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^  . 
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RffOf i  0/  LUultnmit  Gomrnaader  James  A.  Greer,  commanding  {he  Badon. 

UsiTED  States  Gunboat  Benton, 

Below   Yicksburg,  May  34,  186S. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  laovementa  of  this 
vessel  : 

On  May  19th  got  under  way  from  Naval  landing,  and  stood  up  towards 
rebel  batteries,  the  'ruecumbia  and  Caroodelet  in  company.  At  12,30  p.  ni, 
the  lower  hill  batteries  opened  fire  on  us,  which  we  returned  at  long  range: 
fired  seven  shots  the  other  vesaeK  also  firing',  and  then  went  to  the  bank 
and  tied  up  <:n  Louisiana  side  At  4  30  p.  m.  the  three  vessels  again  got 
nnder  way  and  when  within  range  opened  on  the  batteries. 

ThiH  \esapl  hied  fift^  fave  times  Towards  dark  dropped  down  and  tied 
np  to  the  bii  k  The  lehels  fired  slowly  and  deliberately  at  us,  but  fortu- 
nately inne  of  the  ves'sela  were  struck  At  11  p.  m.  this  vessel  and  the 
Caiondplet  stood  up  above  the  cinil  on  the  Louisiana  shore,  and  opened  on 
the  town  at  long  lange  the  enemy  firing  but  a  few  shots  in  return.  This 
vessel  fired  forty  three  times  ,  then  chopped  down  out  of  range. 

At  2  a  m  May  20  got  under  way  and  stood  up  within  range  of  rebel 
b'itteries  and  fiied  ftrtyone  times  upon  them  and  the  town.  At  2.30 
diopped  down  out  of  r'inge  The  Caiondclct  then  passed  up  to  shell  the 
town  At  9  10  p  m  got  under  way  iccompanied  by  the  Carondelet  and 
Mound  Oity  and  piocetdtd  slowly  up  towards  Vicksburg,  crossed  over  to 
the  Mississippi  shoie,  and  approached  the  Hospital  battery.  At  11.26 
tipened  fire,  and  engaged  this  battery  thirty-three  minutes ;  then  dropped 
down,  the  Mound  City  and  Carondelet  coming  up  in  turns.  We  fired  forty- 
two  times.  The  enemy  responded,  but  not  rapidly.  We  were  struck  twice 
in  the  upper  works  ;  no  one  was  injured. 

At  12.30,  May  21,  tied  up  to  Louisiana  shore.  At  2.45  this  vessel  got 
under  way  again  ;  was  detained  some  time  by  tiller-chain  parting  ;  then 
stood  up  on  Louisiana  side,  and  fired  eleven  times  upon  batteries  at  long 
range  ;  then  dropped  down.  The  Mound  City  occupied  lower  batteries  from 
8  a.  m.  till  noon  ;  the  Carondelet  from  1  till  5. 

At  5.28  we  stood  up  and  opened  fire  on  rebel  batteries  ;  flred  twenty-six 
times.  The  vessels  went  up  in  turns  during  the  night  and  shelled  Hospital 
battery  and  town.  At  1  a.  m.,  May  22,  this  vessel  went  up  and  fired 
twenty-four  times,  with  but  one  or  two  shots  in  return  from  the  rebels. 

At  7.30  a.  m.  this  vessel,  with  the  whole  squadron,  stood  up  towards 
Vicksburg,  fighting  and  passing  the  lower  batteries.  Tliis  vessel  advanced 
well  up  to  the  Hospital  battery,  firing  whenever  a  gun  would  bear,  the 
enemy  firing  upon  us  very  rapidly,  and  from  nearly  all  his  batteries.  We 
opened  fire  at  8.23  ;  at  10.40  the  signal  to  discontinue  action  was  made. 
We  then  dropped  down,  and  after  communicating  with  you,  went  into  the 
Mississippi  shore  and  tied  up. 

In  this  short  action  wo  fired  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  times.  We 
were  struck  thirteen  times,  four  times  at  the  water-line,  once  on  each  bow, 
and  twice  on  starboard  side. 

At  firet  the  vessel  leaked  some,  but  we  have  it  now  completely  under 
control.     Fortunately  no  one  was  hurt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER. 
I/iHutenanl  Commanding. 

Acting  Ecar-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mianinsipjii  Squadron. 
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Eeporl  of  Lknttiumt  Oontmander  Byron   WUion,  eaamanding  the  Mound  Grty. 

United  States  G-unboat  Modnd  Citt, 

Below  Vicksburg,  May  33,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  hoaov  to  enclose  the   executive   officer's  report  of  the 
damage  sustained  by  thia  vessel  during  the  fight  to-day  ;  also  tlie  surgeon's 
report  of  the  wounded.    One  hundred  aad  seventy  (110)  projectiles  were  ex- 
pended. 

The  officers  of  the  gun  divisions   deserve   great  credit  for  their  skilful 
handling  of  the  guns  under  a  most  galling  lire, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  WILSON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porteh, 
Commanding  J 


ifepOT't  of  Acling  Ensign  Coleman  of  damages  to  ike  Mound  C'itp. 

United  States  Gitneoat  Mound  Cfty, 

Below  Vicksburg,  May  25,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  the  damages  received  by  this  ves- 
sel in  the  engagement  witb  the  Vicksburg  batteries,  May  22,  1863. 

1.  A  shot  struck  and  lodged  in  starboard  bow,  near  the  stem,  and  five  feet 
under  water,  not  doing  mucb  damage,  tho  timbers  being  four  or  five  feet  thick. 

2.  A  shot  went  through  the  forecastle  on  port  side,  into  the  coal  locker, 
and  lodged  in  the  coal,  cutting  the  deck  plank  only. 

3.  A  shot  on  starboard  side  went  through  the  hammock  netting  and  star- 
board chimney  at  tbe  lower  band,  tearing  the  chimney  half  off,  then  through 
the  galley  and  overboard, 

4.  A  shot  in  front  passed  tlirough  two  plates  of  heavy  boiler  iron,  the  iron 
of  the  pilot-house,  near  deck,  and  tbrough  the"  deck,  cutting  away  carlin,  and 
lodged  in  a  mess  chests 

5.  A  shot  on  starboard  side  cut  through  half  of  the  hog-chain  stanchion, 
passed  through  wheel-house, cuttingawayiroa  wheel  and  brace;  then  through 
steerage,  tearing  up  about  eight  feet  of  the  plank  and  breaking  carlin  and 
wood  work  in  wardroom. 

6.  A  shell  burst  close  to  No.  6  Dahlgren  gun,  starboard  side,  knocking  off 
a  small  piece  of  the  muzzle, 

I.  A  shot  on  the  starboard  side  struck  the  iron  near  the  top,  cutting  half 
through  and  bending  one  of  the  plates,  knocking  out  a  stanchion  and  starting 
the  bolts  on  the  inside. 

8.  A  shot  on  starboard  side  struck  the  muaale  of  No.  1  gun,  32-pounder, 
cracking  the  gun  about  five  inches;  then  glanced,  and  went  through  the 
hammock  netting  and  four  or  five  clothes  bags,  and  dropped  over  alongside 
pitman. 

9.  A  shot  struck  iran  on  starboard  side,  over  shell-room  hatch,  knocking 
off  the  plate,  and  driving  a  piece  of  it,  about  the  size  of  the  ball,  through  the 
casemate. 

10.  A  shot  on  starboard  quarter  cutaway  an  awning  stanchion  and  passed 
through  cabin  skylight  close  to  the  deck,  tearing  up  the  plank, 

II.  A  shot  struck  port  chimney  twenty  feet  from  the  deck. 
12.  A  shot  through  brace  of  forward  stanchion's  skylight. 
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13.  A  shot  on  starboard  side  struck  iron  plating  between  guns  Nos.  4  and 
5,  three  feet  above  the  water,  and  glanced  off,  bending  the  plates  and  start- 
ing bolta. 

14,  A  shot  on  the  starboard  side,  at  shell-room,  two  feet  under  water-line, 
glanced  without  doing  any  damage. 

]&,  A  shot  struck  knuckle  on  port  quarter  and  glanced,  knocking  &  hole 
in  the  casemate. 

16.  The  lower  block  of  one  of  the  boat  tackles  was  shot  away  and  the  davit 
badly  bent. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  COLEMAN, 
Acting  Ensign  and  Execidive  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Byron  Wilson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  Slates  Steamer  Mound  (My. 


Seporl  u/    icitng  issflant  SsTgetn  Thamaa  Eice  of  ca&aallies  en  the  Moand  City. 

United  States  Steamer  Mound  Crrv, 
Miisis^ppi  Siver,  below  Vicksburg,  May  33,  1863. 
Sir;  The  following  casualties  occurred  on  board  this  vessel  to-day  during 
the  engagement  with  the  Vicksburg  batteries,  viz:  Theodore  Scheid,  lieuten- 
ant of  infantry,  contused  wounds  of  left  eye  and  right  side;  Christopher  Luft, 
private,  company  A,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  contused  wounds  of  right  forearm, 
slight;  Prank  Holly,  roaster- at- arm S,  contuaetl  wound  of  back,  alight;  Charles 
Gunnerson,  fireman,  contused  wound  of  left  side  and  punctured  wound  of 
shoulder. 

Very  respectfuliy, 

THOMAS  EIOB, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 
Byron  Wilson,  Esq., 

Commanding  United  Staies  Steamer  Mound  City. 


Eeport  of  CommandtT  S.  E.  Woodwortk,  commanding  the  General  Price. 

U.  S.  Steameb  G-ENFaAL  Sterling  Price, 

Below  Vicksburg,  May  31,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication, 
(at  6  a.  m.  this  day,)  dated  May  26,  in  which  I  am  directed,  with  all  the  gun- 
boats, to  engage,  at  8  o'clock,  the  hil!  batteries. 

At  the  appointed  hour  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  to  the  point  desig- 
nated, opposite  the  canal,  and  immediately  engaged  the  hill  batteries.  Dis- 
covering a  number  of  men  occupying  the  extreme  lower  bill  battery,  our 
vesaelB  opened  on  them  with  shell  and  shrapnell.  After  a  space  of  about 
half  an  hour  discovered  them  to  be  our  troops,  thoy  hoisting  an  American 
flag.  I  immediately  made  signals  for  the  vessels  to  desist  tbetr  Sre  on  this 
battery. 

We  continued  to  engage  the  other  hill  batteries  until  the  Cincinnati  was 
seen  to  return  up  river,  when,  after  a  period  of  thirty  minutes  to  make  cer- 
tain of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Cincinnati,  we  retired  from  action.  We  were 
engaged  one  hoar  and  fifteen  minutes  with  the  hill  batteries,  but  were  not 
able  to  silence  them.     They  replied  to  our  flre,  however,  but  slowly. 

The  Tuscnmbia  was  not  able  to  go  up,  owing  to  her  being  without  a 
pound  of  coal.    I  left  directions  I'or  her  to  take  on  coal  sufficient  to  last 
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about  three  houra,  siiould  it  arrive,  and  come  up;  but  it  did  not  reach  her 
until  our  return. 

Enclosed  I  forward  you  the  report  of  'Captains  Greer,  Murphy,  and  Wil- 
son; also  the  report  of  the  gunner,  as  to  tho  amount  of  ammunition  expended 
on  tliis  vessel. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  one  was  injured  during  the  action,  although 
the  enemy's  shot  fell  thick  around  us. 

Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SELIM  E.  WOODWORTH, 

Commander,  Commanding  Price. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Davto  D.  Pokter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


E^art  qf  Lieulenanl  Giianumder  Greer  of  aigagemoA  qf  May  3T. 

TJNrrEU  States  Stbameb  Benton, 

Belov)  Vichsburg,  May  27,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  this  morning  this  vesaei,  with  the 
other  vessels  of  the  squadron  under  your  command,  stood  up,  and  at  8,20 
opened  fire  on  the  lower  hill  battery.  We  worked  in  quite  close  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi shove,  and  fired  very  deliberately,  and  only  when  we  could  plainly 
see  the  enemy's  guns.  The  enemy  responded  as  rapidly  as  his  large  gun 
would  allow  him  to  work  it,  a  number  of  his  shot  falling  quite  close  to  us; 
fortunately  we  were  not  struck.  We  flred  fourteen  9-inoli  10-second  shell; 
seven  i2-pounder  rifle  10-secohd  shell,  and  three  32-pounder  10-aecond  shell: 
a  total  of  twenty-four  fired.  Owing  to  the  action  of  the  current  and  the 
height  of  the  battery  above  us,  I  was  at  times  obliged  to  be  silent  for  several 
minutes  while  working  out  to  get  the  range. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER, 

Xdeuienant  Commanding. 
Commander  S.  E.  Woodwokth, 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Steamer  General  Price,  Senior  Officer  present. 


ifepor(  of  Lievienant  Commander  Byr<m  Wibon.  <if  aigagemail  of  May  2T. 

United  States  Gunboat  Mound  City, 

Below  Vicksburg,  May  27,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  lienor  to  report  that  this  morning,  about  8  o'clock,  in  obe- 
dience to  signal,  I  got  under  way,  and  took  my  station  astern  of  the  Benton, 
for  the  purpose  of  engaging  the  battery  on  the  hill  below  Vicksburg. 

I  did  not  get  a  good  position  for  firing,  as  I  had  to  keep  below  the  Ben- 
ton, and  the  trees  hid  the  guns  almost  entirely  from  my  sight.     No  one  was 
injured  on  board.    Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  WILSON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Commander  S.  Woodwobth,  TJ.  S.  N., 

United  Stales  Steamer  General  Price. 
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Report  of  Acting  LieiUenant  J.  McLeod  Murphy,  cmmiutnding  the  Carondelet. 

United  States  Steamer  Cabondelet, 

Of  Yicksburg,  May  31,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  as  follows,  in  reference  to  the  engagement 
of  to-day: 

In  accordance  with  a  signal  from  the  United  States  steamer  Sterling 
Price,  this  vessel  engaged  the  lower  batteries  at  about  8.15  a.  m.,  and 
withdrew  to  the  Louisiana  shore  at  about  9.55  a.  m.  The  bow  battery  and 
the  battery  on  the  starboard  side,  respectively  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns 
Benjamin  and  Amermati,  were  engaged.  The  range  of  shot  was  in  the 
direction  of  the  bluffs,  and  as  near  the  locality  of  the  batteries  as  could  bo 
determined  from  our  position  and  the  random  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  eleva- 
tion varied  from  four  to  seven  degrees.  Enclosed  is  the  gunner's  report  of 
expenditure  of  ammunition, 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  good  behavior  of  officers  and  men,  and  the  absence 
of  accident  or  casualties.  It  becomes  my  duty,  however,  to  recall  the  atten- 
tion of  Admiral  Porter  to  the  leaky  condition  of  the  ship,  and  the  precarious 
Btate  of  the  boilers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  McLEOD  MURPHY, 
Aeiing  lAeulenant  Commanding. 
Com'dr  Selim  E.  Woodwobth,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer  in  charge. 


Beport  relative  to  the  Tuscumbia. 

V.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

You?ig's  Poird,  Louisiana,  May  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communication 
from  you  in  relation  to  the  Tuscumbia. 

The  persons  who  report  that  her  difficulties  originated  from  overloading 
are  mistaken.  We  had  not  weight  enough  in  her,  and  I  partly  remedied 
the  difficulty  by  filling  her  up  imder  the  boilers  with  bomb-shells. 

The  Tuscumbia  looks  as  if  she  could  stand  anything.  The  material  used 
in  her  construction  is  of  the  best  kind.  The  only  difficulty  is  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  iron  is  put  on,  and  the  want  of  sufficient  backing  of  wood  un- 
der the  iron.  I  have  a  good  deal  of  confidence  in  Mr.  Bi-own,  the  constructor 
of  this  vessel,  having  found  him  very  zealous,  and  doing  the  work  for  the 
government  well  and  cheaply.  But  whoever  he"  appointed  to  superintend 
this  vessel  neglected  their  duty,  and  injured  her  efficiency  in  the  most  im- 
portant point. 

The  arrangement  of  the  magazine  is  due  to  the  ordnance  officer  who  had 
charge.  It  would  have  been  much  better  on  deck,  exposed,  than  the  way  it 
is  now. 

The  vessel  depends  too  much  on  hog  chains,  the  cutting  of  one  of  which 
brings  all  the  weight  on  her  ends.  AH  her  hog  chains  and  most  of  tlie 
stanchions  were  cut  away.  She  is  capable  yet  of  being  made  a  strong  ves- 
sel, but  with  many  altei'ations. 

I  found  fault  with  Mr.  Brown  for  some  of  her  arrangements,  but  he  was 
not  permitted  to  carry  out  his  plans.  He  had  three  vessels  building  at  dif- 
ferent places,  which  is  a  bad  plan.    A  builder  cannot  do  justice  to  the  gov- 


ARMORED   VESSELS.  523 

^ernment  in  that  way,  especially  as  some  of  his  work  ie  let  out  by  contracts, 
and  he  has  to  depend  upon  superintendents. 

I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk's  report  of  the  Tuecumbia  in  the 
last  attack  on  Yicksburg. 

If  there  are  any  more  yessels  building  with  plate  iron,  I  think  it  would  be 
weil  to  have  the  bolts  go  all  the  way  through  and  be  riveted  with  a  washer 
on  the  other  side.  This  method  will  stand,  provided  the  wood  backing  is 
not  less  than  thirty-six  inches  of  oak. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  Missimppi  & 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbh, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahingion,  D.  0. 


United  States  Steamer  TuscnMEU, 

Below  Yicksburg.  May  33,  1863. 

Sir:  During  to-day's  action  with  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Yicksburg  this 
ship  was  struck  tbree  times,  once  upon  the  hull,  doing  no  damage,  once 
thtough  the  wood  work,  injuring  the  upper  deck  slightly,  and  once  upon 
the  iron  plating  of  the  fighting  pilotrhouse.  This  shot  was  broken  into  small 
fragments,  but  the  effect  upon  the  pilot-tiouse  was  to  start  every  bolt,  throw 
out  of  place  every  iron  plate,  and  start  every  timber  in  the  forward  part 
of  the  pilot-house. 

1  again  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  outrageous  manner  in 
which  this  ship  has  been  put  together.  The  bolts  that  held  the  iron  on  the 
front  of  the  pilot-house  were  not  more  than  five  inches  long.  They  could  be 
drawn  out,  after  the  house  was  struck,  by  one's  fingers.  I  enclose  two 
drawings,  one  a  fore-and-aft  midship  section  of  the  turret  and  fighting  pilot- 
house. 

By  this  you  will  see  that  from  a;  to  y  there  is  no  protection  to  the  wheel 
from  a  shot  or  shell  entering-' the  forwai-d  midship  port,  aud  also  that  z,  the 
hatchway  of  the  magazine  passage,  is  very  much  exposed.  During  the  en- 
gagement at  Grand  Gulf  sparks  of  fire  did  enter  it. 

f7  u  is  the  iron  armor  intended  to  protect  the  upper  part  of  the  pilot-house, 
laid  on  as  in  the  drawing. 

0  ie  the  look-out  hole.  There  are  two  of  these  on  the  forward  part  of  the 
house;  the  shot  above  mentioned  struck  the  port  one. 

The  second  drawing  represents  the  present  appearance  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  pilot-house. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 

Lieutenant  Gommander. 

Eear-Admiral  Divin  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N., 

Gom'dg  U.  8.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk. 


Expedition  up  the  Yazoo. — Destruction  of  n 


Mississippi  Sqdadrok,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawe, 

Near  Yicksburg,  May  24,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  expedition  I  sent  up  -Tazoo 
river,  the  day  after  I  took  possession  of  the  forts  on  Synder's  Bluff,  has 
returned,  having  met  with  perfect  success. 
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As  the  steamers  approached  Yaaoo  Oily,  the  rebel  property  was  fired  by 
Lteufeuant  BrowD,  (of  the  ram  Arkansas;)  and  what  he  had  begun,  our 
forces  finished.  Three  powerful  rams  were  burnt;  the  Mobile,  a  screw 
vessel,  ready  for  her  plating;  the  Republic,  being  fitted  for  a  ram  with  rai!- 
road-irou  plating;  and  a  vessel  on  the  stocks,  (a  "monster,")  three  hundred 
and  ten  feet  long,  and  seventy  feet  beam.  Tbis  vessel  was  to  bave.been 
covered  with  4^inch  iron  plating — was  to  have  had  six  engines,  four  side- 
wheels,  and  two  propellers.     She  would  have  given  us  much  trouble. 

The  rebels  had  under  construction  a  fine  navy  yard,  containing  fine 
sawing  and  planing  machines,  an  extensive  machine  shop,  carpenter  and 
blacksmith  shops,  and  all  the  necessary  appliances  for  a  large  building  and 
repairing  yard.  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  burned  ail  these,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  valuable  building  lumber;  he  also  burned  a  large  saw- 
mill that  had  been  used  in  constructing  tlie  monster  vara.  The  material 
destroyed,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  cost  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

We  had  one  man  killed  and  seven  wounded,  by  field-pieces,  from  tbe 
enemy's  batteries,  going  up  the  river,  but  the  wounded  are  doing  well.  I 
enclose  you  Lieutenant  Commander  Walkei-'s  report  in  relation  to  this  affair. 
He  deserves  much  credit  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  performed 
the  duty  assigned  him.  If  he  could  have  obtained  pilots,  he  would  have 
succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  all  the  rebel  rams,  instead  of  having  them 
burnt. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Eear-Admirol,  Gom'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Eon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Baron  De  Kalb, 

Mouth  Yazoo  River,  May  23,  1863. 

Sih:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  drder,  I  started 
from  Snyder's  Bluff  on  the  20th  instant  with  the  De  Kalb,  Choctaw,  Forest 
Rose,  Linden,  and  Petrel,  on  an  expedition  to  Yazoo  City. 

Arriving  at  Haines's  Bluff,  I  landed  a  force  and  spiked  an  8-inch  gun  in 
the  works  there,  and  burned  the  carriage.  I  also  burned  some  forty  tents 
left  standing,  and  a  steam  saw-mill.  Arriving  at  Yaaoo  City  at  1  p.  m.  on 
the  21st  instant,  I  was  met  by  a  committee  of  citizens,  who  informed  me 
that  the  place  had  been  evacuated  by  the  military  authorities,  and  asking 
protection.  Enclosed  I  send  copies  of  the  communications  received,  and  my 
reply.  The  navy  yard  and  vessels  had  been  fired  by  the  enemy,  and  I  sent 
a  working  party  to  insure  the  destruction  of  everything  valuable  to  the  rebels. 
The  vessels  burned  were  tbe  Mobile,  a  screw  steamer  ready  for  her  plating, 
the  Republic,  which  I  understand  was  being  fitted  for  a  ram,  and  the  vessel 
on  the  stocks,  a  monster,  310  feet  long  and  10  feet  beam. 

The  navy  yard  contained  five  saw  and  planing  mills,  an  extensive  ma- 
chine shop,  carpenter  and  blacksmith  shops,  and  all  the  necessary  fixtures 
for  a  large  building  and  repairing  yard,  which,  with'  a  very  large  quantity 
of  lumber,  was  burned.  I  also  burned  a  large  saw-mill  a  little  above  the 
town.  Most  of  the  public  stores  had  been  removed;  such  as  I  found  in  town 
were  taken  on  board  the  vessels  or  destroyed.  Enclosed  I  send  the  lists  of 
articles  removed  or  destroyed  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  the 
officer  detailed  for  that  purpose.     In  the  hospitals  I  found  and  paroled  115 
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soldiers,  a  list  of  whom  T  enclose.     Eeturuiiig,  I  left  Yazoo  City  tbia  morn- 
ing, arriving  here  at  4  p,  m. 

At  Liverpool  landing,  in  a  sharp  bend  of  the  river,  we  were  attacked  by 
a  force  of  three  field-guns  and  about  300  riflemen  concealed  in  the  bushes, 
and  for  a  few  minutes  the  firing  was  very  sharp.  The  enemy  retreated  as 
soon  as  the  vessels  got  into  position  to  use  their  guna  with  effect.  The 
Petrel,  Linden,  and  Choctaw  were  struck  by  sbot,  but  with  no  particular 
injury  to  either. 

Sergeant  Stockinger,  of  this  vessel,  was  killed  by  a  rifle  shot  The  Lin- 
den had  five  wounded,  the  Petrel  two,  and  the  Choctaw  one.  Most  of  the 
wounds,  I  am  bappy  to  say,  are  slight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  &.  WALKER, 
lAeulenant  Commanding, 
Acting  Rear-Admival  Datid  D.  Pouter, 

Commanding  .Mississippi  Squadron. 


Operations  ofjieet  on  Tennessee  river  under  lAeutenant  Commander  8.  L.  Phelps- 

United  Siates  Steamer  Buck  Hawk, 
Mississippi  Squadron,  near  Vioksburg,  May  35,  1863, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  extract  from  a  report  made 
by  Lieutenant  Coramauder  Phelps,   commanding  fleet  ou  Tennessee   river, 
giving  an  account  of  his  operations  on  said  river : 

"  United  States  Gdnboat  Champion, 

"  Tennessee  River,  May  14,  1863. 
"Sik:  On  the  5th  instant  I  left  Padncah  with  the  Covington,  Queen  City, 
Argosy,  Silver  Cloud,  and  this  vessel,  and  proceeded  up  this  river,  destoroy- 
itig  on  the  way  every  kind  of  boat  that  could  serve  the  rebels  to  cross  the 
river.  On  the  11th  we  were  atCerro  Gordo,  and  I  then  sent  the  Covington, 
Argfjsy,  and  Silver  Cloud  to  Eastport,  the  highest  naviffable  point  at  this 
stage  of  water,  and  myself  dropped  down  a  few  miles  to  communicate,  by 
previous  appointment,  witb  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  R.  M.  Breckenvidge. 
Along  the  river  I  heard  of  detachments  of  cavalry  at  various  points,  whose 
occupation  chiefly  consisted  in  plundering,  in  carrying  off  Union  men,  and 
in  taking  conscripts.  At  Linden,  in  Perry  county,  Tennessee,  there  was  a 
rebel  force  of  this  kind  posted.  I  arranged  witb  Colonel  Breckenridge  to 
cross  a  small  force  and  cover  different  points  with  the  gunboats,  places  to 
which  he  couid  retreat,  if  need  be,  while  he  should  attempt  to  surprise  Lin- 
den, The  boats  above  rejoined  me  on  the  12tb,  having  found  all  quiet  above, 
and  at  night  I  dropped  down  the  river  to  the  landing  for  Decaturville,  where 
I  found  the  colonel  with  but  fifty-five  men  of  hie  regiment,  all  he  had  with 
him.  Some  from  a  Michigan  regiment  that  were  to  join  had  failed  to  come 
in.  We  at  once  took  the  cavalry  on  board,  crossed  it  over  with  Jittle  noisa, 
and  the  boats  took  their  position  at  intervals  along  the  river  some  miles 
above  and  below.  Colonel  Breckenridge's  movements  were  timed  so  that 
his  arrival  at  Linden  (twelve  miles  from  the  river)  should  be  just  at  day- 
break, and  he  completely  surprised  the  place.  The  rebel  pickets  fired  upon 
him  and  dispersed.  Only  sume  twenty  of  the  118  rebels  at  muster  the 
evening  before  had  time  to  reach  the  rendezvous  at  the  court-house  before 
it  was  surrounded.  The  little  party  returned  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Frier- 
sou,  one  captain,  four  lieutenants,  one  surgeon,  thirty  regular  rebel  soldiers, 
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ten  conscripts,  fifty  boreea,  two  transportation  wagona,  arms,  &c.,  &c.    With 
tlie  court-lioiise  were  burned  a  lot  of  arais  and  Bnpplioa.    Three  of  the  eni=ray 
were  killed.     Our  loss,  none  ;  only  one  horse  killed." 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
AoUng  Sear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Mississippi  i 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Loss  of  the  Uiiiled  Slales  steamer  Givnnnah. — Engagement  iixith  the 
balltnrg. 

UNrrsD  States  Mississippi  Squadroh, 

Near  Vicksburg,  May  28,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that,  in  accordance  with  Generals 
Grant  and  Sherman's  urgent  request,  and  being  led  to  believe  that  the 
enemy  had  moved  his  guns  to  the  laud  aide,  I  fitted  the  Cincinnati  for  the 
occasion  by  packing  her  with  logs  and  hay,  and  sent  her  down  to  enfilade 
pome  rifie-pits  which  barred  the  progress  of  our  army.  I  had  my  doubts 
about  the  strength  of  the  position,  and  took  every  precaution  I  could 
thiuk  of 

The  Cincinnati  started  from  the  anchorage  at  9  a.  m.,  and,  thinking  it  was 
only  an  attack  on  rifle-pits,  I  went  down  after  her  in  a  tug  to  direct  the 
operations,  if  necessary.  As  I  approached  her  I  saw  that  she  w^as  coming 
up  stream  at  a  great  rate  under  a  heavy  Are  from  all  the  enemy's  guns  in 
that  vicinity;  they  had  moved  none,  and  were  pouring  the  shot  and  shell 
into  her  very  rapidly:  still  I  could  see  none  strike  her,  and  went  across  the 
river  to  direct  the  firing  of  the  mortar  boats.  She  disappeared  in  a  bayou, 
and  I  supposed  she  was  taking  a  short  cut  through  Old  river  to  avoid  the 
enemy's  fire.  In  an  hour  after  two  of  her  seamen  came  to  the  bank,  and  I 
sent  a  boat  for  them.  I  was  then  informed  that  she  had  sunk.  I  enclose 
the  captain's  report  and  the  telegraphic  messages  that  passed  between  Gen- 
eral Shermau  and  myself  on  the  occasion.  The  general  had  good  reason  for 
Bufiposlng  the  guns  had  been  removed,  as  it  had  been  done  at  most  of  the 
other  hill  batteries.  The  Cincinnati  went  down  with  her  colors  flying,  and 
kept  them  up  after  she  was  sunk,  the  rebels  still  firing  on  her.  She  can  be 
raised  when  the  water  falls  a  little.  Officers  and  men  lost  all  their  effects, 
only  the  public  money  being  saved.  As  near  as  we  can  learn,  twenty-five 
men  were  kilted  and  wounded,  and  about  fifteen  missing — supposed  to  be 
■  drowned.  The  pilot  was  killed  as  she  rounded  to  abreast  of  the  batteries. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Bache  steered  her  out  of  the  action  himself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Ike  Np,vy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


IMa  of  Major  Gineral  Shermnn. 

Headquarters  I5th  Army  Corps, 

Walnut  HUls,  May  19,  1863. 
Dear  Adhieal  :  My  right  is  on  the  Mississippi.    We  have  possession  of  the 
bluff  down  a  mile  or  more  below  the  mouth  of  the  bayou.     Can't  you  send 
immediately  a  couple  of  gunboats  down  ?     They  can  easily  see  and  distin- 
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guisli  our  men,  and  can  silence  a  ivater  battery — that  is,  the  extremity  of 
tbeir  flank  on  the  river — and  enfilade  the  left  flank  of  their  worka. 

I  think  nearly  a!!  the  guns  of  their  upper  batteries  are  moved  inside  of 
Vicksburg,  and  are  now  on  the  land  front. 

You  will  have  no  trouble  in  distinguishing  our  flank  ;  it  is  about  ^  mile 
below  a  cattle  pen  on  the  immediate  shore  of  the  Mississippi. 

I  would  get  General  Grant  to  make  this  rec|uest,  but  he  is  far  on  the  left 
flank,  and  it  would  take  houra  to  find  him. 
Truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Mqjar  General. 
Admiral  Porter, 

Or  Sekior  Officer  at  mouth  of  Yazoo. 


EepoTi  of  LimknoM  Cammonder  George  M,  Bnahe. 

Mississippi  Squarron, 
Flag-Ship  BhckBav^,  diove  VkMmrg,  May  27,  1863. 
Sir  t  In  obedience  to  your  order,  the  Cincinnati  got  under  way  this  morn- 
ing at  seven  o'clock  and  steamed  slowly  down  until  a  little  abreast  of  where 
the  mortars  lay,  when  we  rounded  to.     The  enemy  fired  several  shots  from 
a  gun  called  "  Whistling  Dick,"  but  soon  gave  up. 

At  half  past  eight,  with  a  full  head  of  steam,  we  stood  for  the  position 

The  enemy  fired  rapidly  and  from  all  their  batteries.  When  abreast  of 
our  position  and  rounding  to  a  ball  entered  the  magazine,  and  she  com- 
menced iilling  rapidly.  Shortly  after  the  starboard  tiller  was  carried  away. 
Before  and  after  this  time  the  enemy  fired  with  great  accuracy,  hitting  us 
almost  every  time.  We  were  especially  annoyed  by  plunging  shots  from 
the  hills,  an  eight-inch  rifle  and  a  ten-inch  smooth  bore  doing  us  much 
damage.  The  shots  went  entirely  through  our  protection — hay,  wood, 
and  iron. 

Finding  that  the  vessel  would  sink,  I  can  her  up  stream,  and  fvs  near  the 
right-hand  shore  as  our  damaged  steering  apparatus  would  permit.  About 
ten  minntes  before  she  sank  we  ran  close  in,  got  out  a  plank  and  put  the 
wounded  ashore.  We  also  got  a  hawser  out  to  make  fast  to  a  tree  to  hold  her 
until  she  sank.  Unfortunately,  the  men  ashore  at  the  hawser  left  it  without 
making  fast,  the  enemy  still  firing  The  boat  commenced  drifting  out,  and 
I  sang  out  to  the  men  to  swim  aahoie,  thinking  we  were  in  deeper  water 
(as  was  reported)  than  we  really  were  I  feuppose  about  fifteen  were 
drowned  and  about  twenty-five  killed  and  wounded,  and  one  probably  taken 
prisoner,  will  sum  up  the  whole  loss. 

The  boat  sank  in  about  three  fathoms  of  water,  lies  level,  and  can  easily 
be  raised.    She  lies  within  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 

The  vessel  went  down  with  her  coloi's  nailed  to  the  mast,  or  rather  the 
stump  of  one,  all  three  having  been  shot  away.  Our  fire,  until  the  maga- 
zine was  drowned,  was  good,  and  I  am  satisfied  did  damage. 

Wo  only  flred  at  a  two-gun  water  battery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  M.  BACHE, 

Lieutenant  Gommanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

>i  Squadron. 


ov  Google 
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AddiUonal  desfolch  fratn  Biia-AdmiraX  Porter, 


United  States  Mississippi  Sqoadbon, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  near  Vick^urg,  May  30,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  eocloae  a  commuDication  from  LieutoDaiit  Coiii- 
maiidiug  Bache,  contaiuing  further  particulars  concerning  the  Cmcinnati, 
with  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  drowned. 

Also  a  letter  from  General  Shermau,  who  witnessed  the  affair.  Prom  all 
accounts,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Cincinnati  behaved  in  the  moat  hand- 
some manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  Com'dg  Misstsdppi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Addilionat  rtptrrl  qf  Limtenanl  Oommander  Bache,  •aiilk  list  of  camaUies  on  the  Oindimaii. 

UNrrED  States  Steamer  Black  Hawk, 

May  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  make  the  following  additional  report  of  the  affair  between 
tlie  Cincinnati  and  tiie  Vicksburg  batteries.  The  only  shot  whicii  did  not 
penetrate  us  struck  the  bow  casemate,  which  was  well  greased.  Two  shota 
entered  the  slieU-room — one  coming  throngh  the  fantail  and  ricoctieting  up 
through  the  recess  of  the  wheel,  below  the  water-line  ;  the  other  passing 
through  the  side,  capsizing  nearly  all  the  boxes  on  the  port  side  of  the  alley. 
It  was  immediately  filled  with  water.  A  third  sliot  entered  the  magazine, 
flooded  it  almost  instantly,  thereby  preventing:  us  from  returning  (any  more) 
the  enemy's  fire.  I  believe  she  was  hulled  twice  after  this,  as  she  was  felt 
to  lift  bodily  without  other  apparent  cause.  A  heavy  rifle  shot  penetrated 
through  the  pilot-house  ;  the  starboard  tiller  was  shot  away.  All  of  her 
staffs  were  shot  away,  rendering  it  necessary  to  nail  the  flag  to  the  stump 
of  the  fore  staff.  Several  plunging  shots  went  through  the  dect.  One  IX- 
inch,  an  Vlll-inch,  a  rifle  30-pounder,  a  32-pounder,  and  a  12-pounder  how- 
itzer were  disabled.  Two  shots  were  fired  after  the  vessel  sank,  one  of 
them  throwing  up  a  shower  of  mud  aiid  water,  drowning  several  men 
Bwi  mining. 

I  cannot  notice  one  of  my  officers  without  the  rest,  all  behaved  so  re- 
ma  rk.ibly  well. 

I  have  to  recommend  for  medals  the  following-named  men,  via : 

Thomas  Hamilton,  quartermaster,  severely  wounded  at  the  wheel,  after- 
wards returned  to  lend  a  hand,  and  had  to  be  sent  below ;  Frank  Bois, 
quartermaster,  coolness  in  making  signals,  also  nailing  the  flag  to  the 
stump  of  fore  staff  when  I  called  for  some  one  to  do  so  ;  Thomas  Jenkins, 
seaman,  Martin  McHugh,  seaman,  F,  E.  Corcoran,  landsman,  and,  from  the 
Choctaw,  Andrew  Dow,  (boatswain's  mate,)  were  conspicuous  for  their 
bravery  and  coolness.  There  were  no  ordinary  cases  of  performance  of 
duty,  for  we  were  suffering  terribly  from  a  severely- accurate  fire. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows,  viz  :  Killed^Hetiry  Altonborough,  pilot ; 
Tobias  Cody,  carpenteir's  mate  ;  James  Thompson,  landsman,  Choctaw. 
Wounded — Daniel  Hand,  landsman,  Ghoctaw,  mortally,  (since  dead  ;)  Peter 
Dal  ton,  landsman,  Choctaw,  mortally  ;  Gilbert  J.  Golemao,  ensign,  contusion; 
Simeon  Shultice,  first  assistant  engineer,  slightly  ;  Henry  Boobuy,  ensign, 
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slightly  ;  G.  H.  Stevens,  acting  carpenter,  contusion,  severe  ;  Cbarlea  Brat- 
ton,  searaau,  Choctaw,  fracture  of  right  forearm  ;  William  WoodrufT,  contra- 
band, second-claas  firemaD,  fracture  of  forearm  ;  Cloves  O.  Smith,  landsman, 
splinter  wound  in  right  arm  ;  Tbomas  W.  Hamilton,  quartermaster,  con- 
tusion ;  Solomon  Guess,  master-at-arms,  contusion  ;  Patrick  Eocket,  first 
cabin  boy,  scalp  wound  ;  Geo.  Washington,  contraband,  contusion  ;  William 
H.  Cohen,  paymaster's  steward,  contusion  ;  Isaac  Foreman,  contraband, 
captain's  steward,  contusion;  Fred.  Young,  private,  company  C,  58th  Ohio 
volunteers.  Missing  (drowned) — James  Cooper,  captain  after  guard  ; 
Patrick  Burns,  captain  after  guard  ;  Henry  Thorabury,  seaman  ;  Cornelius 
O'Neal,  seaman ;  Leopold  Snyder,  landsman  ;  James  Pettingiil,  landsman  ; 
James  Wilson,  contraband,  first  cabin  boy;  Henry  Truman,  contraband, 
first  cabin  boy  ;  Albert  Williams,  contraband,  first  cabin  boy  ;  Eichard 
Howard,  contraband,  first  cabin  boy  ;  William  Eedhom,  corporal,  company 
0,  58th  Ohio  volunteers  ;  Martin  Campbell,  private,  company  C,  58th  Ohio 
volunteers  ;  George  Just,  private,  company  C,  68th  Ohio  volunteers.  Thomas 
Smith,  landsman,  taken  prisoner  and  paroled. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  M,  BACHE, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
P.  S. — June  1,  1863. — John  McMorrow,  seaman,  drowned. 


Lallr  front  Major  General  5S«mfln. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Aemv  Corps, 

Wdnut  EUls,  May  28,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral  :  I  was  on  the  hill  to  our  extreme  right  yesterday,  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  any  success  to  be  gained  by  the  gunboat  attack  on  the 
enemy's  left  flank.  At  nine  a.  m.  I  saw  fonr  gunboats  advance  from  below 
and  engage  the  enemy's  lower  batteries,  and  soon  the  Cincinnati  came  down 
from  above,  steering  directly  for  the  upper  water  batteries. 

From  our  position  we  could  only  see  the  hill  which  shielded  them  from  the 
rear.  As  the  gunboat  approached  she  was  fired  upon  from  three  points.  We 
directed  33-poiinder  Parrotte,  some  6-pounder  guns,  and  our  musketry  opened 
on  all  points  withiu  reach,  but  these  batteries  were  covered  by  the  shape  of 
ground.  As  the  Cincinnati  neared  she  fired  several  of  ber  bow  guns;  but  as 
the  current  would  have  carried  her  below,  she  rounded  to,  firing  from  her 
broadaide  gnns,  but  soon  presented  her  stern.  The  enemy's  shot  at  first 
went  wild,  but  soon  got  her  range  and  struck  her  several  times,  and  twice 
right  under  her  stern.  She  ran  slowly  up  stream,  keeping  mid-channel,  and 
■wt:en  about  one  and  a  half  mile  up,  steered  directly  to  tlte  shore  in  the  bend. 
I  saw  that  her  larboard  quarter-boat  was  shot  away,  and  her  flagstaff,  but 
otherwise  she  appeared  uninjured.  She  ran  to  the  shore  and  soon  sank;  her 
bow  appeared  down  and  her  stern  up,  her  upper  decks  out  of  water.  The 
moment  Isaw  her  sink  I  sent  a  company  of  the  76th  Ohio  to  her  relief.  I 
could  see  by  a  glass  she  was  near  shore,  and  her  people  on  the  bank. 

Waiting  a  couple  of  hours  to  hear  more  definite  news  from  her,  I  came  to 
the  centre  of  my  line  and  despatched  one  of  my  aids.  Lieutenant  Hill,  to  see 
that  all  possible  assistance  should  he  afforded  the  crew,  and  received  a  mes- 
sage that  a  boat  had  been  sent  to  you,  and  that,  as  soon  asdark  would  make 
it  safe,  you  would  send  a  boat  down  with  all  the  assistance  required.  I  re- 
ceived the  following  official  report.  Inasmuch  as  you  must  know  all,  I  have 
no  occasion  to  report  more  than  that  the  style  in  which  the  Cincinnati  en- 
gaged the  batteries  elicited  universal  praise,  and  I  deplore  the  sad  result  as 
much  as  any  one  could.  ,  . 
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The  importance  of  the  object  aimed  to  be  accomplished,  in  my  judgmenti 
fully  warranted  the  attempt.  It  has  proved  successful,  and  will  stimulate 
«3  to  further  efforts  to  break  tbe  line  which  terminates  on  the  Misaiaaippi  in 
such  formidable  batteries. 

I  am,  with  great  reBoect,  your  obedient  aervant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Maj.  Oen. 
Admiral  D,  D.  Poster, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Ldier  of  Hianksfrom  Secrttary  of  the  Namj  to  Ueiitervmt  Oonemander  Bache. 

Navy  Department,  June  12,  1863. 

SiE  :  Acting  Eear-Admiral  Porter  has  forwarded  to  the  department  copies 
of  your  reports  of  the  27th  and  39th  ultimo,  detailing  the  circumatanceH  of 
the  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Cincinnati,  nnder  your  command,  in 
an  attack  upon  the  Vicksburg  batteries. 

Whilst  regretting  the  loss  of  a  ship  that  has  so  often  succesBfullj  engaged 
the  enemy,  the  sad  casualties  attending  it,  and  the  sorrows  that  have  been 
brought  to  the  hearts  of  the  families  of  those  who  gave  up  their  lives  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  it  is  gratifying  to  feel  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Cincinnati  performed  their  duty  nobly  and  faithfully.  All  reports  yet 
received  testify  to  this  fact ;  and  General  Sherman,  with  wfeom  you  were 
directed  especially  to  co-operate,  and  who  was  an  eye-witness,  says,  "  the 
style  in  which  the  Cincinnati  engaged  the  battery  elicited  universal  praise." 

Amidst  an  incessant  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  even  when  the  fate  of  the  ves- 
sel had  been  sealed,  and  destruction  both  from  the  elements  and  the  enemy 
was  threatened,  the  officers  and  men  appear  to  have  stood  bravely  at  their 
posts,  and  it  is  a  proud  record  of  the  Cincinnati  that  when  her  last  moments 
came  "  she  went  down  with  her  colors  nailed  to  the  mast." 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  pleasure  that  I  express  to  you,  and  to  the  surviving 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Cincinnati,  the  department's  appreciation  of  your 
brave  conduct. 


Very  respectfully,  &c., 


GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Nauy. 


Lieutenant  Georoe  M.  Bacjig, 

Late  in  cmnmand  of  U.  8.  Steamer  Cincinnati,  Miss.  Squadron. 


Expedition  up  the  Yazoo  river,  and  dedruclion  ofrehel  transports. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Near  Vi/ikebwrg,  June  1,  1863. 
Siii :  After  the  return  of  the  expedition  under  Lieutenant  Commander 
Walker  up  the  Yazoo,  and  the  destruction  of  the  rams  and  navy  yard,  I  de- 
spatched the  same  officer  up  again,  witli  instructions  to  capture  transports. 
The  enclosed  is  his  report.  Besides  those  steamers  mentioned  as  burnt,  the 
rebels  burnt  the  Acadia  and  Magenta,  also  two  of  their  best  transports. 
My  object  was  to  break  up  the  transportation  on  the  Yazoo,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  steamers  beyond  Fort  Pemberton,  the  rebels  can  trans- 
port nothing  by  water  on  that  river.  Steamers  to  the  amount  of  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  were  destroyed  by  the  late  expedition  ;  nine  in  all. 
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The  Star  of  the  West  has  sunk,  completely  blockading  the  Yallabnaha 
■iver,  and  tlje  gunboat  Ivy  was  found  sunk  near  Liverpool  landing. 
I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Sear-Admiral,  Commanding  Mis&issi^^  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W&'ihinglon,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lievtenani  Commander  John  G.  IVtUker. 

Uneted  States  Steamer  Baron  DeEai.b, 

Mmtkof  Yazoo  River,  June  1,  1863. 

Sra:  I  have  to  report  "that  I  left  this  place  on  themoroiugof  the  24th  May 
with  the  DeKalb,  Forest  Rose,  Linden,  Signal,  and  Petrel.  I  pushed  up  the 
Yazoo  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  or  destroying  the 
enemy's  transports  in  that  river.  The  Signal  knocked  down  her  smoke- 
stacks and  returned  the  same  night.  Leaving  the  DeKalb  with  orders  to 
cottie  on  as  fast  as  possible,  I  pushed  on,  with  the  Forest  Rose,  Linden  and 
Petrel,  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  Fort  Pemberton,  when  I  found  the  steamers 
John  Walsh,  R.  J.  Lockland,  Golden  Age,  and  Scotland  sunk  on  a  bar,  com- 
pletely blockading  it  up. 

Failing  in  roy  efforts  to  make  a  passage  throngh  the  blockade,  I  fired  them, 
destroying  all  but  such  parts  of  the  hulls  as  were  under  water.  These  steamers 
■were  fine  boats,  in  good  order,  and  if  I  bad  had  the  means,  conld  have  been 
raised  and  saved;  I  remained  at  that  point  during  the  night,  and  next  morn- 
ing at  daylight  was  attacked  by  a  force  of  the  enemy,  but  after  a  sharp  fire 
of  a  few  minutes  they  beat  a  hasty  retreat.  Our  only  loss  was  two  men 
belonging  to  the  Petrel,  wounded. 

Eeturiiing  down  the  Yazoo,  I  burned  a  large  saw-mill  twenty-five  miles 
above  Yazoo  City. 

At  Yazoo  City  I  landed  and  brought  away  a  large  quantity  of  bar,  i-o«nd, 
and  flat  iron  from  the  navy  yard. 

Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Sunflower,  I  proceeded  up  that  river  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  until  stopped  by  shoal  water.  At  Indian 
Shoot  I  sent  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  Forest  Rose,  with  boats 
through  to  Rolling  Fork.  He  found  a  quantity  of  corn  belonging  to  the 
rebels,  which  he  burned.  At  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Quirer,  hearing  ot  steamcis, 
1  sent  Lieutenant  Brown,  with  the  boats  of  the  Forest  Rose  and  Linden,  up 
after  them.  After  ascending  ten  miles  he  burned  the  Dew  Drop  and  Emma 
Bett.  The  Linden  burnt  the  Argo  in  a  small  bayou  about  seventy  five  miles 
up  Sunflower. 

I  also  found  the  Cotton  Plant  sunk  in  Lake  George,  with  nothing  out  of 
water  but  the  tops  of  her  smoke-stacks. 

At  Gawin's  landing,  on  the  Sunflower,  I  found  and  brought  away  a  cutter 
which  was  lost  on  the  Deer  creek  expedition.  Returning,  I  arrived  here  last, 
evening. 

I  have  been  much  indebted  to  Lieutenants  Brown,  of  the  Forest  Rose,  and 
Smith,  of  the  Linden,  for  their  aeal  and  efficiency  during  the  expedition, 

I  have  as  prisoners  two  engineers  and  a  pilot  in  the  service  of  the  rebels,, 
and  several  deserters  and  refugees. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Nauy, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron.  ^ 
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Beports  of  Acting  Bear- Ad  irntFcitei  of  the  sieje  of  Vic&  burg,  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  naiy  xmth  the  aimy 

United  'States  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Fla^  Ship  Blafl  Haul    tear  Vkl^lmrg,  June  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  nothing  paiticulai  to  con  municate  with  legard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  affairs  here. 

The  army  ia  still  advancing  close  to  the  wf  rke  General  Sherman  is  so 
close  that  he  cannot  get  neirer  without  going  in 

When  the  other  generals  are  up  witli  him,  I  piesnme  that  an  assault  will 
be  made.  Three  batteries  have  been  erected  of  naval  guns,  one  consisting 
of  two  8-inch  gnns,  in  Geneva!  Steele's  front,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  Selfridge, 

This  battery  opened  five  day  before  yesterday,  and  cleared  everything 
before  it.  Ooe  battery  of  two  9-inch  gune  is  being  erected  in  General 
McPherson's  front,  and  two  8-inch  guns  in  front  of  General  McOlernand, 
These  latter  did  not  require  naval  assistance,  only  tbe  guns;  and  have  not 
made  as  much  progress,  the  guns  not  being  yet  mounted.  They  will  be  in 
position  very  soon. 

The  mortars  keep  constantly  playing  on  the  city  and  works,  and  the  gun- 
boats throw  in  their  shells  whenever  they  see  any  work  going  on  at  the 
batteiiea,  or  new  batteries  being  put  up. 

Not  a  soul  is  to  be  seen  moving  in  tbe  city;  the  soldiers  lying  in  their 
.trenches  or  pits,  and  the  inhabitants  being  stowed  in  caves  or  holes  dug  out 
jin  the  clifia.  If  the  city  ia  not  relieved  by  a  much  superior  force  from  the 
^outside,  Vicksbnrg  must  fall  without  anything  more  being  done  to  it.  I 
..only  wonder  it  has  held  out  so  long. 

If  the  city  is  relieved,  and  our  army  have  to  retire,  we  will  lose  every- 
.thing  we  have — all  of  which  could  be  prevented  by  an  addition  of  thirty 
thousand  men,  which  men  can  be  spared  from  Missouri  alone.  If  we  do  not 
^et  Vicksbnrg  now,  we  never  will. 

The  rebel  steamer  Lady  Walton  came  down  from  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
.a  few  days  since,  and  gave  herself  up  to  the  commanding  ofBcer  at  White 
.river.    I  sent  her  to  Cairo  to  the  judge  of  the  district. 
Very  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  J 

Jlon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0, 


United  States  Mississippi  Squadrok, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  near  Vicksbnrg,  June  20,  1863. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  a  notification  from 
'General  Grant,  last  night  at  12  o'clock,  that  he  intended  to  open  a  general 
■bombardment  on  the  city  at  4  a.  m.,  and  continne  it  until  10  o'clock, 

I  sent  word  to  Commander  Woodworth,  at  the  lower  fleet,  to  move  up 
■with  all  1;he  vessels  below  and  attack  at  the  time  specified. 

Giving  Lieutenant  Commander  Ramsay  charge  of  a  100-pounder  rifle,  a 
10-inch  and  a  9-inch  gun,  fitted  on  scows,  I  placed  them  after  midnight  close 
to  the  point  opposite  Vioksburg,  protected  by  the  bank. 

At  the  time  specified  all  our  shore  batteries  opened,  also  the  guns  on  the 
scows,  and  the  mortars.     A  little  later  the  gunboats  also  opened  and  kept 
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up  a  heavy  fire,  advancing  all  tbe  time,  and  throwing'  shells  into  all  the  batr 
teries  along  the  hills  and  near  the  city. 

There  was  no  response  whatever;  the  batteries  were  all  deserted.  At  10 
o'clock  the  vessels  ceased  firing,  as  did  the  scows  and  mortars  also.  The 
only  demonstration  made  by  the  rebels  from  the  water  front  was  a  brisk  fire 
of  heavy  guns  from  the  upper  batteries  on  two  13-pounder  rifled  howitaera 
that  were  planted  on  the  Louisiana  side  by  General  Ellet's  marine  brigade, 
which  has  much  annoyed  the  enemy  for  two  or  three  days,  and  prevented 
them  from  getting  water. 

I  enclose  you  the  reports  of  the  commanders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Gorr^dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Rept^l  of  Coitanmuier  S.  E.  Woodtcotth,  commanding  the  G^ei-al  I'riee, 

United  States  Steambh  Sterling  Price, 

Below  Vicksburg,  June  20,  1863. 

Sie:  Agreeable  to  your  instruotione  contained  in  your  order  of  this  morning, 
I  proceeded  with  tlie  Mound  City  to  the  point  designated,  but  was  unable  to 
open  fire  on  account  of  tbe  hazy  atmosphere  which  hung  over  the  Vicks- 
burg  shore,  completely  hiding  it  from  view. 

After  t  o'clock  was  able  to  distinguish  somewhat  the  location  of  the  bat- 
teries. Opened  fire  on  Whistling  Dick  battery,  which  was  soon  silenced:  it 
fired  twice,  but  not  in  our  direction. 

Wo  also  bombarded  the  other  bill  batteries  as  far  up  as  the  Hospital  bat- 
tery, driving  evei^  one  from  them,  so  much  that  not  a  single  gun  was  fired 
after  the  silencing  of  Whistling  Dick. 

We  also  shelled  the  lower  line  of  works  of  the  enemy,  running  from  the 
water  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  until  there  was  no  longer  any  appearance  of 
an  enemy  to  fire  at. 

Our  army  batteries  ceased  firing  about  10  a.  m.  We  continued  to  fire  at 
intervale  until  11  a.  m.  whenever  the  sign  of  an  enemy  would  make  its  ap- 
pearance within  our  range. 

About  the  time  we  were  retiring  from  action  a  rifle  gun  from  the  other 
side  of  Young's  Point  commenced  firing  at  a  battery  occupied  by  General 
Herron's  command,  from  which  was  flying  an  American  flag.  Sent  a  courier 
across  the  point  to  notify  them  of  the  fact. 

Having  been  engaged  for  three  and  a  half  hours,  and  General  Grant's  lines 
being  pei-fectly  silent,  we  retired  from  action,  leaving  the  Benton  in  her  old 
position  at  the  head  of  the  towhead,  and  will  send  the  Mound  City  back  to 
Warrenton  as  soon  as  I  obtain  Captain  Wilson's  report.  Enclosed  I  forward 
the  reports  of  Captains  Greer  and  Wilson,  containing  expenditure  of  ammu- 
nition. ********* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SELIM  E.  WOODWORTH, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

"  J  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Eqiort  of  Lieiileiianl  Cairaaander  Jinnes  A.  Greer,  commanding  the  Beitlon, 

United  States  Steamer  Benton, 

Below  Vickaburg,  June  20,  1863. 
Sia ;  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  this 
date,  this  vessel  got  under  way  at  5.40  a.  m.  and  stood  up  the  canal.  It 
was  so  thick  and  hazy  that  I  could  not  see  the  batteries  or  any  landmarks. 
I  threw  a  few  shells  into  the  woods  to  the  northward  of  Whistling  Dick, 
At  8.30  it  cleared  away  a  little,  and  I  fired  at  Whistling  Dick,  and  a  little 
northward  of  it ;  also  at  some  cattle  which  I  saw  on  the  lowlands.  Whilst 
lying  above  the  canal  a  rifle  gun  from  over  the  point  fired,  its  shell  bursting 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  position  held  by  our  troops.  Seeing  a  soldier  on 
horseback  on  the  bank,  I  ran  in  and  sent  him  over  to  the  officer  command- 
ing the  rifle  to  state  where  the  shells  were  falling.  We  were  not  fired  on, 
although  in  good  range  of  Whistling  Dick  for  a  long  time.  We  fired  five 
9-inch  15-3econd  shells,  and  seventeen  lO-second  9-inch  shells.  At  10.55 
stood  down  Uie  river  to  our  old  anchorage.  I  have  also  to  report  that  last 
night  I  received  a  letter  from  Major  General  Herron  asking'for  some  more 
ammunition  for  tlie  32-pouDder  which  he  has  belonging  to  this  vessel.  I 
supplied  him  with  all  I  could  spare. 

Tory  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GfEEBR, 

Lievienant  Commander. 
Commander  S.  B.  Woodwobth, 

Senior  Officer,  below  Viclcstmrg. 


Sepori  of  LiMaicml  Commands  Byoa  Wilson,  cominandijig  the  Mound  Ciia/. 

United  States  Gunboat  Modnd  Crrv, 

JSetowi  Yiukshurg,  June  20,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  this  date,  I  got  under  way  at  War- 
renton  at  5  a.  m.  and  proceeded  up  the  river  with  all  despatch  to  join  in  the 
attack  on  the  hill  batteries. 

About  1  a.  m.  I  joined  the  Benton  at  tte  mouth  of  the  canal.  We  were 
obliged  to  lie  there  some  time,  owing  to  the  intense  fog  which  hung  over 
the  hills,  and  it  was  not  till  1.35  that  we  were  enabled  to  throw  a  shell  with 
any  certainty. 

I  continued  to  fire  as  the  batteries  came  in  sight,  till  10  a.  m.,  when  the 
signal  to  cease  firing  was  made. 

We  continued  up  the  river  about  half  a  mile  above  the  canal,  and  at  11 
o'clock  returned  down  to  our  anchorage. 

Strange  to  say,  during  all  this  time  we  received  no  response. 
We  expended  (35)  thirty-five  16-second  9-inch  shells,  (5)  five  15-second 
80-pounder  rifle  shells,  and  (4)  four  percussion  Dahlgren  shells. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYKON  WILSON, 

Lieulenanl  Commander. 
Commander  Selim  Woodwortii. 

Senior  Naval  Officer  present. 
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Sepoii  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

TJNrTED  Spates  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 
Mississippi  Squadron,,  near  Vicksburg,  June  26,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  was  in  hopes,  ere  this,  to  have  announced  the  fail  of  Viekaburg, 
but  the  rebels  bold  out  persistently,  and  will,  no  doubt,  do  bo  while  there  is 
a  thing  left  to  eat. 

In  the  moan  time  they  are  hoping  for  relief  from  General  Johnson.  A  vain 
hope;  for  even  if  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  better  of  General  Sherman, 
(one  of  the  best  soldiers  in  our  army,)  his  forces  would  be  so  cut  up  that  he 
could  talce  no  advantage  of  any  victory  that  he  might  gain.  General  Sher- 
man baa  only  to  fall  back  to  our  iiitreiichments  at  Vicksburg,  and  he  could 
defy  twice  his  own  force. 

The  rebels  have  been  making  every  effort  to  bring  relief  to  Vicksburg 
through  Louisiana,  but  without  avail;  with  the  few  men  we  have  at  Young's 
Point,  and  the  gunboats,  we  keep  them  in  check,  and  a  few  days  since,  (as 
I  reported  to  you,}  the  marine  brigade.  General  Bliet,  with  General  Mower's 
brigade,  chased  them  away  from  tbis  part  of  the  couatry. 

They  have  ^ned  the  river  bank,  and  are  annoying  the  transports  a  little, 
but  the  gunboats  are  so  vigilant,  and  give  them  so  little  rest,  that  they 
have  done  no  damage  worth  mentioning. 

I  have  lined  the  river  from  Cairo  to  Vicksburg  with  a  good  force;  tlie 
upper  part  ander  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps,  whom  I  have 
withdrawn,  with  those  of  his  vessels  which  draw  too  much  water,  from  the 
Tennessee.  He  has  the  Eastport,  which  he  says  is  much  improved  in  every 
way,  and  is  a  ijouch  superior  vessel  to  what  she  was.  I  have  had  the  In- 
'  dianola's  leaks  stopped,  machinery  cleaned  off,  and  hope  to  float  her  off  the 
first  rise  in  the  river.  I  am  having  the  Cincinnati's  guns  removed,  and  Col- 
onel Wood,  of  the  army,  is  erecting  a  battery  on  shore  with  them.  I  had 
nuw  ten  (10)  heavy  naval  guns  landed  from  the  gunboats  in- the  rear  of 
Vicksburg,  some  of  them  manned  by  sailors.  They  have  kept  up  a  heavy 
fire  for  some  days,  doing  great  execution. 

The  enemy  very  seldom  fire  now,  and  never  from  the  land  side. 

The  mortars  at  this  moment  are  throwing'shells  into  tho  enemy's  main  wa- 
ter battery,  which"  is  quite  silent  and  deserted.  Deserters  say  they  have  six 
days'  provisions,  and  will  not  yield  until  that  is  gone. 

General  McPherson  blew  up  the  main  fort  yesterday,  and  took  possession 
of  it ;  will  mount  our  two  9-inch  guns  on  it  to-night,  and  some  30-pounder 
Parrotts.    This  fort  commands  all  Vicksburg, 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  squadron  is  not  good.  We  have 
many  sick  ofiicers  and  men;  the  duty  has  been  incessant,  and  most  laborious 
working  in  a  very  hot  sun. 

Still  the  officers  and  men  never  murmur,.and  staud  at  their  posts  until  they 
can  stand  no  longer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  & 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam/,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Surrender  of  Vicksburg. 

United. States  Mississippi  SouAnRON, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Havtk,  Vicksburg,  July  4,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Vicksburg  has  surrendered  at 
last  to  the  United  States  forces,  after  a  desperate  bat  vain  resistance.    That 
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Bhe  has  not  done  so  sooner  has  not  been  for  the  want  of  ability  on  the  part 
of  our  military  commandera,  but  from  the  magnitude  of  the  defences,  which 
were  intended  to  repulse  any  force  the  g oyernm en t  could  possibly  send  there. 
What  bearing  this  will  have  on  the  rebellion  remains  yet  to  be  seen;  but 
the  magnitude  of  the  success  must  go  far  towards  crushing  out  this  revolu- 
tion, and  establishing  once  more  the  commerce  of  the  States  bordering  on 

History  has  seldom  had  an  opportunity  of  recording  so  desperate  a  defence 
on  one  side,  with  so  much  courage,  ability,  perseverance,  and  endurance  on 
the  other;  and  if  ever  an  army  was  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  a  nation,  it 
is  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  and  its  gallant  leaders. 

The  navy  bas  necessarily  performed  a  lees  conspicuous  part  in  the  capture 
of  Vicksburg  than  the  army;  still  it  has  been  employed  in  a  manner  highly 
creditable  to  all  concerned. 

The  ganboats  have  been  constantly  employed  below  Vicksburg  in  shelling 
the  works,  and  with  success,  co-operating  heartily  with  the  left  wing  of  the 
army.  . 

The  mortar  boats  have  been  at  work  for  forty-two  days,  without  inter- 
mission, throwing  shells  into  all  parts  of  the  city,  even  reaching  the  worka 
in  the  rear  of  Yicksburg  and  in  front  of  our  troops,  a  distance  of  three  miles, 
Threeheavy  guns,  placed  on  scows — a9-jnch,  10-inch,  and  a  100-pound  rifle — 
were  placed  in  position  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  commanded  all  the  import- 
ant water  batteries.  They  have  kept  up  an  accurate  and  incessant  fire  for 
fourteen  days,  doing  all  the  damage  that  could  be  done  by  guns  under  such 
circumstances.  Five  S-inch,  two  9-inch,  two  42-pounder  rifles,  and  four 
33-pounder  shell  guns  have  been  landed,  at  the  request  of  the  different  gen-  . 
erals  commanding  corps,  from  the  gunboats,  and  mounted  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg,  and  whenever  I  could  spare  the  officers  and  men  from  our  small 
complement,  they  were  sent  to  manage  the  guns — with  what  ability  I  leave 
to  the  general  commanding  the  forces  to  say. 

In  the  mean  time  I  stationed  the  smaller  class  of  gunboats  to  keep  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  clear  of  guerillas,  who  were  assembling  in  force, 
and  with  a  large  number  of  cannon,  to  block  up  the  river  and  cut  ofT  the 
transport*  bringing  down  supplies,  re-enforcements,  and  ammunition  for  the 
army.  Though  the  rebels,  on  several  occasions,  built  batteries,  and  with  a 
large  force  attempted  to  sink  or  capture  the  transports,  they  never  sncceeded, 
but  were  defeated  by  the  gunboats  with  severe  loss  on  all  occasio'is. 

Without  a  watchful  care  over  the  Mississippi  the  operations  of  the  army, 
would  have  been  much  interfered  with;  and  I  can  say  honestly  that  officers 
never  did  their  duty  better  than  those  who  have  patrolled  the  river  from  Cairo 
to  Ticksburg.  One  steamer  only  was  badly  disabled  since  our  operations 
commenced,  and  sis  or  seven  men  killed  and  wounded.  While  the  army 
have  had  a  troublesome  enemy  in  front  and  behind  them,  the  gunboats,  ma- 
rine brigade  under  General  Ellet,  and  a  small  force  of  troops  under  Generals 
Dennis  and  Mower,  have  kept  at  bay  a  large  foi'ce  of  rebels,  over  12,000 
strong,  accompanied  by  a  large  quantity  of  artillery.  Though' ofiered  battle 
several  times  and  engaged,  they  invariably  fled,  and  satisfied  themselves  by 
assaulting  half-disciplined  aud  unarmed  blacks. 

The  capture  of  Vicksburg  leaves  us  a  large  army  and  naval  force  free  to 
act  all  along  the  river,  and  I  hope  soon  to  add  to  my  department  the  vessels 
which  have  been  temporarily  lost  to  the  service,  viz  :  the  Indianoia  and  Cin- 
cinnati. 

The  effect  of  this  blow  will  be  felt  far  up  the  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi ; 

tlie  timid  and  doubtful  will  take  heart,  and  the  wicked  will,  I  hope,  cease  to 

trouble  us  for  fear  of  the  punishment  which  will  sooner  or  later  overtake  them. 

There  has  been  a  large  expenditure  of  ammunition  during  t!ie  siege.    The 
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mortars  have  fired  1,000  mor tar-shell e,  and  the  gunboats  i,500;  4,500  have 
been  fired  frora  the  naval  guns  on  shore,  and  we  bave  supplied  over  6,000 
to  the  different  army  corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER,      . 
AcUng  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Detailed  report  rif  Acting  RsttT-Admiral  Porler. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadbon, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  off  Vicksburg,  July  13,  1863. 

Sni:  I  have  made  reports  to  the  department  of  the  different  actions  that 
have  occurred  on  this  river  since  the  investment  of  Vicksburg;  and  it  now 
remains  for  me  to  give  credit  to  the  different  officers  who  have  participated 
in  the  events  transpiring  here. 

When  I  took  command  of  this  squadron  this  river  was  virtually  closed 
against  our  steamers  from  Helena  to  Vicksburg.  It  was  only  necessary  to 
impress  the  officers  and  men  with  the  importance  of  opening  communication 
with  New  Orleans,  and  every  one,  with  few  exceptions,  have  embarked  in 
the  enterprise  with  a  zeal  that  is  highly  creditable  to  them,  and  with  a 
determination  tbat  the  river  should  be  opened  if  their  aid  could  effect  it. 

With  such  officers  and  the  able  general  who  commanded  the  army  I  have 
not  feared  for  the  result,  though  it  has  been  postponed  longer  than  I  thought 
it  would  be. 

First  and  foremost  allow  me  to  speak  of  Captain  Pennock,  fleet^captain, 
and  commandant  of  station  at  Cairo.  To  bim  I  am  much  indebted  for  the 
promptness  with  which  he  has  kept  the  squadron  supplied  with  all  that  was 
required  or  could  be  procured.  His  duty  has  been  no  sinecure,  and  he  has 
performed  it  with  an  ability  that  could  not  have  been  surpassed  by  any 
officer  of  the  navy.  He  has  materially  assisted  me  in  the  management  of 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  squadrons,  keeping  me  promptly  informed 
of  all  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  enabling  me  to  make  the  proper 
dispositions  to  check  him,'  exercising  a  most  discreet  judgment  in  moving 
the  vessels  to  meet  the  rebels  wheu  there  was  no  time  to  hear  from  me. 

The  war  on  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  has  been  carried 
on  most  actively.  There  has  been  incessant  skirmishing  between  the  guer- 
illas and  gunboats,  in  which  the  rebels  have  been  defeated  in  every  instance. 
So  constant  are  these  attacks  that  we  cease  to  think  of  them  as  of  any  im- 
portance, though  there  has  been  much  gallantry  displayed  on  many  occasions. 
_  Lieutenant  Commanders  Phelps  and  Fitch  have  each  had  command  of  these 
rivers,  and  have  shown  themselves  to  be  most  able  officers,  I  feel  no  appre- 
hension at  any  time  with  regard  to  the  movements  in  that  quarter.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  activity  and  energy  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Commander 
Fitch,  Captain  Pennock,  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps,  General  Eose- 
crans  would  have  been  left  without  provisions. 

To  Captain  Walke,  Commander  Woodworth,  Lieutenant  Commandera 
Breese,  Greer,  Shirk,  Owen,  Wilson,  Walker,  Bache,  Murphy.  Selfridge, 
Pritchett,  Ramsey,  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hoel,  I  feel  much  in- 
debted for  their  active  and  energetic  attention  to  all  my  orders,  and  their 
ready  co-operation  with  the  army  corps  commanders  at  all  times,  which 
enabled  them  to  carry  out  their  plans  successfully. 

The  Benton,  Lieutenant  Commander  Grocr,  Mound  City,  Lieutenant  Com- 
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mander  Byron  Wilson,  Tuacumbia,  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk,  Oaron- 
delet,  Acting'  Lieutenant  MurpLy,  and  the  Sterlirig  Price,  Commander 
Woodworth,  hayf;  been  almost  constantly  uader  fire  of  the  batteries  at 
Vicksburg  since  the  forty-five  daya'  siege  commenced. 

The  attack  of  the  32d  of  May,  by  the  BentOD,  Mound  City,  Carondelet, 
and  Tuscumbia,  on  all  the  water  batteries,  in  which  thiee  were  silenced  and 
,  four  guns  injured  or  dismouoted,  was  one  of  the  beet  contested  engagements 
of  the  kind  during  the  war. 

On  the  next  attack  of  the  same  gunboats,  when  General  Grant  opened  all 
his  batteries  for  sis  hours,  the  river  batteries  were  all  deserted,  and  the 
gunboats  moved  up  and  down  without  having  a  shot  fired  at  them,  showing 
the  moral  effect  the  first  attack  had. 

The  attack  of  the  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Commander  Bache,  on  the  water 
battery,  will  long  be  ranked  among  the  most  gallant  events  of  the  war;  and, 
though  Lieutenant  Bache  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  vessel  sunk  under 
him,  he  well  deserves  the  handsome  commendations  bestowed  upon  him  by 
ibe  department. 

To  Lieutenant  Commander  Kamsey,  of  the  Choctaw,  was  assigned  the 
management  of  three  heavy  gans  placed  on  scows  and  anchored  in  a  position 
to  command  the  town  and  water  batteries.  Every  gun  the  enemy  could 
bring  to  bear  on  these  boats  was  fired  incessantly  at  them,  but  without  one 
moment's  cessation  of  five  on  the  part  of  our  seamen,  thcngh  the  cnemy'a 
shot  and  shell  fell  like  hail  among  them.  This  battery  completely  enfiladed 
the  batteries  and  rifle-pits  in  front  of  General  Sherman,  and  made  them 
untenable. 

The  mortar  boats  were  under  charge  of  Gunner  Eugene  Mack,  who  for 
thirty  days  stood  at  his  post,  the  fire  continuing  night  and  day.  He  per- 
formed his  duty  well,  and  merits  approval.  The  labor  was  extremely  hard, 
and  every  man  at  the  mortars  was  laid  up  with  sickness,  owing  to  excessive 
labor.  After  Mr.  Mack  was  taken  ill.  Ensign  Miller  took  charge  and  con- 
ducted the  firing  with  marked  ability.  We  know  that  nothing  conduced 
more  to  the  end  of  the  siege  than  the  mortar  firing,' which  demoralized  the 
rebels,  killed  and  wounded  a  number  of  persons,  killed  the  cattle,  destroyed 
property  of  all  kinds,  and  set  the  city  on  fire.  On  the  last  two  days  we  were 
enabled  to  reach  the  outer  works  of  the  enemy  by  firing  heavy  charges  of 
twenty-six  pounds  of  powder;  the  distance  was  three  miles,  and  the  falling 
of  shells  was  very  annoying  to  the  rebels ;  to  use  the  words  of  a  rebel  officer, 
"  our  shells  intruded  everywhere." 

Lieutenant  Commander  Breese  has  been  very  efficient  in  relieving  me  of  a 
vast  amount  of 'duty,  superintending  personally  all  the  requirements  made 
oa  the  navy,  and  facilitating  the  operations  of  the  army  in  every  way  that 
laid  in  his  power.  In  every  instance  where  it  was  at  all  possible  to  bring 
the  Black  Hawk  into  action  against  the  enemy's  batteries,  he  has  not  hesi- 
tated t«  do  so,  though  she  is  not  fortified  exactly  for  such  a  purpose.  His 
long-range  guns  have  done  most  excellent  servico  &t  different  times. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  different  commanders  of  the  light-dratights, 
who  have  carried  oat  my  orders  promptly,  aided  in  keeping  guerillas  from 
the  river,  convoyed  transports  safely,  and  kept  their  vessels  in  good  con- 
dition for  service,  via:  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  W.  Brown, 
commanding  Forest  Rose;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  0.  Dominey,  com- 
manding Signal;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Hurd,  commanding 
Covington;  Ensign  Wm.  C.  Handford,  commanding  Robb;  Acting  Master  J, 
0.  Bunner,  commanding  New  Era;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  John- 
stone, commanding  Romeo;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  Pierce, 
commanding  Petrel;  Acting  Master  W.  B.  Fentress,  commanding  Rattier; 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T,  E.  Smith,  commanding  Linden;   Acting 
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Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  0.  Brcniiaiid,  commanding  Prairie  Bird;  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Gandy,  commanding  Queeu  City.  There  are  others 
who  deserve  commendation,  but  these  seem  to  me  the  most  prominent. 

The  action  of  the  4th  of  July,  at  Helena,  wherein  the  Tyler  participated 
so  largely,  has  already  been  reported  to  the  department.  There  is  no  donbt 
left  on  the  minds  of  any  but  that  the  Tyler  saved  Helena,  for,  though  Gen- 
eral Prentiss  fought  with  a  skill  and  daring  not  excelled  in  this  war,  his 
little  force  of  thirty-five  hundred  men  were  fast  being  overpowered  by  the 
enemy  with  eighteen  thousand  men,  when  the  Tyler  took  a  position  and 
changed  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenants  Hamilton  and 
Richardson,  of  the  powder  vessels  Great  Western  and  Judge  Torrence. 
They  were  unremitting  (n  their  attention  to  their  duties  during  the  siege, 
GTipplying  without  delay  every  requisition  made  on  them  by  army  and  navy, 
and  volunteering  for  any  service. 

When  the  army  called  on  the  navy  for  siege  guns,  I  detailed  what  officers 
and  men  I  could  spare  to  man  and  work  the  batteries.  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Selfridge  had  command' of  the  naval  battery  on  the  right  wing, 
General  Sherman's  corps.  This  battery  was  worked  with  marked  ability, 
and  elicited  the  warmest  praises  from  the  commanding  general.  One  thou- 
sand shells  were  fired  into  the  enemy's  works  from  Lieutenant  Commander 
Selfridge's  guns.  His  services  being  required  up  the  river,  I  relieved  him 
a  few  days  before  the  surrender,  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  sup- 
plied his  place  and  conducted  the  firing  with  the  same  ability. 

Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Dahlgren  was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Mcpherson  for  duty,  and  was  assigned  the  management  of  two  nine-inch 
guns,  which  were  admirably  served. 

Acting  Master  Eeed,  of  the  Benton,  had  charge  of  the  batteries  at  Port 
Benton — so  named  by  General'  Herron,  in  honor  of  the  occasion.  General 
Herron  generously  acknowledged  the  services  of  those  I  sent  him,  which 
communication  I  enclose  with  this  report. 

I  have  endeavored  to  do  justice  to  all  who  were  immediately  engaged  in 
the  struggle  for  the  mastery  of  the  Mississippi.  To  the  army  do  we  owe 
immediate  thanks  for  the  capture  of  Vicksburg;  but  the  army  was  much 
facilitated  by  the  uavy,  which  was  ready  at  all  times  to  co-operate.  This 
has  been  no  small  undertaking.  The  late  investment  and  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg will  be  characterized  as  one  of  the  greatest  military  achievements  ever 
known.  Tlie  conception  of  the  idea  originated  solely  with  General  Grant, 
who  adopted  a  course  in  which  great  labor  was  performed,  great  battles 
were  fought,  and  great  risks  were  run.  A  single  mistake  would  have  in- 
volved us  in  difficulty;  but  so  well  were  all  the  plans  matured,  so  well  were 
all  the  movements  timed,  and  so  rapid  were  the  evolutions  performed,  that, 
not  a  mistake  has  occurred  from  the  passage  of  the  fleet  by  Vicksburg, 
and  the  passage  of  the  army  across  the  river,  up  to  the  present  time.  So 
confident  was  I  of  the  ability  of  General  Grant  to  carry  out  his  plans  when 
he  explained  them  to  me,  that  I  never  hesitated  to  change  my  position  from 
above  to  below  Vicksburg.  Tho  work  was  hard,  the  fighting  severe,  but 
the  blows  struck  were  constant. 

In  forty-five  days  after  our  army  was  landed,  a  rebel  army  of  60,000  men 
had  been  captured,  killed,  and  wounded,  or  scattered  to  their  homes,  perfectly 
demoralized,  while  our  loss  has  been  only  about  5,000  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners,  and  the  temporaiy  loss  of  one  gunboat. 

The  fortifications  and  defences  of  the  city  exceed  anything  that  has  been 
built  in  modern  times,  and  are  doubly  unassailable  from  their  immense  height 
above  the  bed  of  the  river. 

The  fall  of  Vicksburg  insured  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson  and  the  opening  of 
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the  Mississippi  river,  which.  I  am  happy  to  say,  can  be  traverseci  from  its  source 
to  its  mouth  without  apparent  impediment,  the  firat  time  during  the  war. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  give  to  Mr.  Feudal  and  Mr.  Stranaz,  assistants  iu 
the  Coast  Survey,  the  full  credit  they  deserve  for  their  indefatigable  induatvy. 
Since  they  have  been  attached  to  the  squadron  they  have  been  connected  with 
almost  every  expedition  that  has  been  undertaken;  they  have  kept  both  army 
and  navy  supplied  with  chai-ts,  when  they  could  not  otherwise  be  obtainedj 
they  were  found  ready  at  all  times  to  go  anywhere  or  do  anything  requiied  of 
them,  whether  it  was  on  a  gunboat  expedition  or  in  the  trenches  before  Vicks- 
burg,  engineering,  when  the  general  commanding  called  for  volunteers  from  the 
navy.  They  have  added  to  our  collection  of  maps  many  geographical  corrections 
which  are  valuable,  and  they  have  proved  to  me  that  no  squadron  can  operate 
effectively  without  a  good  corps  of  surveyora. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POKTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississipjn  Squadron, 

Eon.  (iTDEON  Wpj.lrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington. 


Letter  Jrom  Major  General  Ilerron  to  Admiral  Porter, 

Headquarters  Left  Division  Investing  Forres, 

Vicksb-arg,  July  JJ,   1863. 
Admiral:  WhUe  congratulating  you  on  the  success  of  the  army  and  nary 
in  reducing  the  Sebastopol  of  roheldom,  I  must  at  the  same  time  thank  you  for 
the  aid  my  division  has  had  from  yourself  and  your  ships. 

The  guns  received  fi-om  the  Benton,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Reed,  a 
gallant  and  efficient  officer,  have  formed  the  moat  effective  battery  I  had,  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  officer  in  charge  has  well  sustained  the  reputation  of 
your  squadron.  For  the  effiirts  you  have  made  to  co-operate  with  me  in  my 
position  on  the  left  I  am  under  many  obligations. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HEEBON. 

Major  General. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from,  Major  General  Herron  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Greer. 

HEADaOARTBRS  LeFT  DIVISION  INVESTING  FoRCES, 

Vicksbmg,  July  5,  1863. 

Captain;  Having  had  from  your  ship,  since  the  first  of  our  siege  operations 
on  the  left  of  the  investing  lino,  four  of  your  heavy  guns,  under  charge  of  Act- 
ing Master  J.  Frank  Seed,  I  must,  before  their  return  to  the  ship,  express  to 
you  my  thanks  for  the'  good  service  they  have  rendered,  and  the  admiraole  and 
ofBcer-like  manner  in  which  they  were  handled  by  Acting  Master  Eeod.  His 
battery  (which  I  have  named,  after  your  ship,  battery  Benton)  has  been  our 
main  support  in  advancing,  and  1  learn  has  been  a  terror  to  the  rebels  in  our 
immediate  front. 

The  management  and  conduct  of  Acting  Master  Reed  and  his  Hubordinates, 
William  Mooro  and  W.  P.  Brownell,  cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of,  and  I  can 
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aBStiTe  you  they  have  nobly  ettstained  the  reputatioa  of  your  ship  and  the  Mis- 
aiasippi  squadron. 

Acting  Master  Iteed  is  well  worthy  of  promotion. 

Congratulating;  you,  captain,  on  the  combined  suecessca  of  the  army  and  navy 
in  reducing  this  Sebastopol  of  the  rebels,  I  remain,  very  truly,  youi's, 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Major   General. 
Captain  J.  H,  Grebr, 

Commanding  Bexttm. 


Eeport  of  Lieulmanl  Commandtr  S^frtdi/e.  comm/m^i/ng  naval  latlery. 

United  States  Steamer  Conestoga, 

Mississippi  River,  July  8,  1863. 

Sir  i  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the  naval  battery, 
consisting  of  two  8-iiieh  columbiads,  whilst  under  ray  commEind. 

Acting  under  your  orders  of  June  1st,  I  reported  to  General  Sherman,  who 
located  the  battery  nearly  on  the  extreme  right,  not  ftir  from  thb  river.  After 
many  delays  I  succeeded  in  getting  one  gun  in  position  the  night  of  June  4th. 
Fire  was  opened  from  it  the  next  morning,  and  the  next  night  the  other  was  got 
in  position.  Opposed  to  us  was  an  8-inch  columbiad,  aix  hundred  yards  distant, 
and  a  32-pounder,  one  thousand  yards  distant. 

The  columbiad  was  disabled  by  our  flre  the  second  day,  and  no  further  use 
made  of  it;  the  3a-pounder  was  also  effectually  silenced.  There  was  nothing 
left  at  which  to  direct  our  fire  but  ride-pits.  Upon  these  I  kept  a  slow  and 
steady  fire  at  different  intervals  during  the  day.  Operating  upon  eartliworks,  it 
was  impossible  to  know  the  damage  inflicted.  Deserters  report,  however,  that 
our  fire  was  so  accurate  as  to  ci  ise  the  battery  to  be  greatly  fe'*  e  1  ind  that  it 
had  done  them  much  harm.  0  J  me  25  igreeably  to  you  orle  s  1  turned 
my  command  over  to  Captain  Walker 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  test  mony  to  tl  e  good  eo  I  ct  of  my  oihcers 
and  men.     The  labor  imposed  up  n  them  wa'i  ve  y  ad  o  s —     rL.    g  their 

funs  under  a  hot  sun,  and  frequently  cm[l  ypd  half  the  u  ^ht  repi  ^  the 
amage  infticted  during  the  d*y 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  0.  SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  Datib  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squad/ron. 


Leiter  from  Major  ffeniroi  Sherman  (o  Adinir/it  Fofter. 

HEADdUARTERS  ExPBDlTIONAGY  ARMV, 

Black  River,  Ju'ij  4,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral;  No  event  in  my  life  could  have  given  me  more  peraonal 
pride  or  pleasure  than  to  have  met  you  tO'da,y  on  the  wharf  at  Vicksburg — a 
Fourth  of  Jidy  so  eloquent  in  events  as  to  need  no  words  or  stimulants  to  ele- 
vate its  importance. 

I  can  appreciate  the  intense  satisfaction  you  must  feel  at  lying  before  the  very 
monster  which  has  defied  us  with  such  df-ep  and  malignant  hate,  and  seeing 
your  once  disunited  fleet  again  a  unit,  and,  better  still,  the  chain  that  inade  an 
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enclosed  aca  of  a  link  in  the  great  river  broken  forever.  In  so  magnificent  a 
cesnit  I  stop  not  to  count  who  did  it.  It  is  done,  and  the  day  of  ouv  nation's 
birth  is  consecrated  and  baptiaed  anew  in  a  victory  won  by  the  united  navy  and 
army  of  our  country,  God  gi-aut  that  the  harmony  and  mutual  respect  that 
exist  between  our  reapective  commanders,  and  shared  by  all  the  true  men  of 
the  joint  service,  may  continue  forever,  and  serve  to  elevate  our  national  charac- 
ter, threatened  with  shipwreck.  Thus  I  muse  as  I  ait  in  my  solitary  camp  out 
in  the  wood,  far  from  the  point  for  which  we  hate  jointly  striven  so  long  and  so 
well,  and,  though  personal  curiosity  would  tempt  me  to  go  and  see  the  frowning 
batteries  and  sunken  pits  that  have  defied  us  so  long,  and  sent  to  their  silent 
graves  so  many  of  early  comrades  in  the  enterprise,  I  feel  that  other  tasks  lie 
before  me,  and  time  must  not  be  lost,  Wifhont  aating  a)  ohor  and  despite  the 
heat,  and  the  dust,  and  the  di-ought,  I  must  aga  into  tl  e  bowels  of  the  land, 
to  make  the  conquest  of  Vicksburg  fulfil  all  the  o  d  tions  t  1  ou!d  in  the  pro- 
gi-ess  of  this  war.  "Whether  success  attend  my  effo  t  or  not,  I  know  that 
Admiral  Porter  will  ever  accord  to  me  the  exh  b  t  n  of  p  re  and  unselfish 
zeal  in  the  sei-viee  of  our  country. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  Port  Hudson,  witho  t  fac  1 1  es  f  r  supplies  or  inte- 
rior communication,  must  soon  follow  the  fate  of  V  eksb  rg  a  d  leave  the  river 
free,  and  to  ybu  the  task  of  preventing  any  mo  e  A  cksh  gs  or  Port  Hudaons 
on  the  bank  of  the  great  inland  sea. 

Though  further  apart,  the  navy  and  army  will  still  act  in  concert,  and  I  as- 
sure you  I  shall  never  reach  the  banks  of  the  river  or  see  a  gunboat  but  I  will 
think  of  Admiral  Porter,  Captain  Breese,  and  the  many  elegant  and  accom- 
plished gentlemen  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  on  armed  or  unarmed 
decks  of  the  Miasissippi  aijuadron.  Congratulating  you  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  your  command  at  llie  great  result  in  which  you  have  borne  ao  conspic- 
uous a  part, 

I  remain,  as  ever,  your  friend  and  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major  General. 

Admiral  P.  D.  Pobter, 

Commandijig  Fleet. 


OongTahdaiory  letter  to  Rear  Admiral  Porter  on  Ae  surrender  of  Yick^urg. 

Na-vy  Depahtment,  July  13,  1S63. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  4th  m»<tant,  announcing  the  anrrender  of  Vicks- 
burg  on  the  anniversary  of  the  great  historic  day  in  our  national  annals,  has 
been  received.  The  fall  of  that  place  luaurea  a  severance  of  the  rebel  territory, 
and  must  give  to  the  countiy  the  speedy  uninterrupted  navigation  of  the  rivers 
which  water  and  fumiah  the  ocean  outlet  to  the  great  central  valley  of  the 
Union.  For  the  past  year  the  key  to  the  Miaaiesippi  haa  been  Vicksburg,  and 
BO  satisfied  of  this  was  the  rebel  chief  who  pioneered  the  rebellion  and  first  gave 
the  order  to  open  the  fires  of  civil  strife,  that  he  staked  his  cause  upon  ita  reten- 
tion. By  the  herculean  efibrta  of  the  ai-my  under  the  admirable  leadership  of 
General  Grant,  and  the  persistent  and  powerful  co-operation  of  the  navy,  com- 
manded by  yourself,  this  great  result  under  the  providence  of  Almighty  God 
haa  been  achieved.  A  slave  empire,  divided  by  thia  river  into  equal  parts,  with 
liberty  in  poaaession  of  its  banks,  and  freedom  upon  its  waters,  cannot  exist. 
The  work  of  rescuing  and  setting  free  this  noble  artery,  whose  unrestricted  vital 
current  is  eaaential  to  our  nationality,  commenced  with  such  ability  by  the 
veteran  Parragnt  and  the  lamented  Foote,  and  continued  by  Davis,  is  near  its 
.  consummation.     You  have  only  to  proceed  onward  and  meet  that  veteran  chief 


ARMOKED   VESSELS.  543 


wlinse  first  act  waa  to  3asli  throngli  the  gates  by  which  the  rebels  . 

bar  the  entrance  to  the  Mississippi,  whose  free  communication  to  and  above  New 

Orleans  he  has  ever  since  proudly  maintained. 

When  the  squadrons  of  the  upper  and  lower  Mississippi  shall  combine,  and 
the  noble  river  oe  again  free  to  a  united  people,  the  nation  will  feel  its  integrity 
restored  and  the  names  of  the  heroic  champions  who  signalized  themselves  in  ' 
this  invaluable  service  will  be  cherished  and  honored.  Present  and  future  mil- 
lions on  the  shores  of  those  magnificent  rivers  which  patriotism  and  valor  shall 
have  emancipated,  will  remember  with  unceasing  gratitude  the  naval  heroes  who 
so  well  performed  their  part  in  these  eventful  times. 

To  yourself,  your  omeere,  and  the  brave  and  gallant  sailora,  who  have  been 
so  fertile  in  resources,  ao  persistent  and  enduring  through  many  months  of  trial 
and  hardship,  and  so  daring  under  all  circumstances,  I  tender,  in  the  name  of  the 
President,  the  thanks  and  congratulations  of  the  whole  country  on  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Kear-Admiral  David  D,  Porter, 

Coimnanding  Mississippi  Squad/ron,  Viekshv/rg,  Miss. 


Engagement  at  MtlUken's  Bend. 

Mississippi  SaoADRON, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  near  Yicksburg,  June  9,  18G3. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  7th  instant,  owing  to  a  report 
that  the  rebels  (in  force  about  4,000)  were  threatening  Milliken'e  Bend,  whore 
a  quantify  of  army  stores  were  kept,  (guarded  by  the  two  black  regiments  and 
part  of  the  29th  Iowa,)  I  despatched  the  gunboats  Choctaw  and  Lexington  to 
that  place  to  protect  them. 

Our  troops  had  thrown  up  some  extra  intrenchmcnta  near  the  levee,  and  pre- 
pared to  receive  the  rebels,  with  some  doubts  ^  to  the  issue.  The  enemy  made 
his  attack  before  daylight,  and  many  of  our  men  had  not  arrived  at  that  point. 
The  blacks,  however,  met  the  onset  manfully,  and  a  company  of  the  Iowa 
regiment  stood  at  their  posts  until  they  were  slaughtered  to  a  man,  killing  an 
equal  number  of  rebels.  The  fight  was  desperate,  and  our  men,  overpowered, 
had  to  retreat  behind  the  bank,  near  the  water's  edge,  followed  closely  by  the 
rebels.  Then  the  gunboats  opened  on  the  rebels  wiUi  shell,  grape  and  canister, 
and  they  fled  in  wild  confnsion,  not  knowing  the  gunboats  were  there,  or  ex- 
pecting such  a  reception. 

They  retreated  rapidly  to  the  woods  and  soon  disappeared.  Eighty  dead 
rebels  were  left  on  the  gi-ound,  and  our  trenches  were  packed  with  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  blacks,  who  stood  at  their  posts  like  men.  When  h^t  heard  from 
the  enemy  was  bound  in  the  direction  of  Lake  Providence.  I  despatched  gun- 
boats to  meet  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D,  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'ds  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  G-iDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Kejinrt  of  Liealejiatit  Commander  F.  51,  Uaiasay,  commanding  the  Choctain. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Sltip  Black  Hawk,  near  Vicksburg,  Jwae  IX,  1863. 
Sib  ;  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Frank 
M.  Eamaay,  commanding  United  States  Bteamer  Choctaw,  in  relation  to  the 
part  taken  by  the  gunboata  in  the  action  at  Milliken's  Bend  on  the  7th  instant. 
Very  reBpectCully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-  Admiral,  Cam'dg  Mississippi  Sqaadron. 
Hon.  GiDGON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WasJdngton,  D.  C. 

United  States  Steamer  Choctaw, 

Near  Vicksbttig,  June  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedionco  to  youv  order,  I  proceeded  to  Milliken's  Bend  on  the  6th 
instant.  At  3,15  a.  ra.  on  the  7th  an  army  officer  hailed  the  vessel  and  stated 
that  our  pickets  had  been  attacked  by  the  enemy.  At  3.35,  seeing  sharp  firing 
close  into  the  camp  of  our  troops,  I  opened  fire  with  the  100-pounder  rifle  and 
9-inch  gun.  Our  troops,  with  the  exception  of  the  23d  Iowa,  broke  immediately 
and  got  under  the  hank  of  the  river. 

It  was  impossible  for  me  to  see  the  enemy  on  account  of  the  high  bank,  and 
I  could  learn  their  position  only  by  bailing  our  troops.  About  8.30  tlie  enemy 
commenced  to  retreat.  At  9  the  Lexington  came  up  and  threw  a  few  ahella 
into  the  woods. 

Had  not  a  gunboat  been  present  the  enemy  would  have  captured  evei-ything, 
I  fired  forty-six  percussion  shells,  (captured  from  the  enemy  at  Haines's  Bluff,) 
seventeen  shrapnell,  and  five  .5"  shells  fi-om  the  lOO-pounder  rijlc,  and  thirty- 
four  5"  shells  from  the  9-inch  gun. 

The  percussion  shells  captured  at  Haines's  Bluff  are  superior  to  all  the  shells 
that  have  been  furnished  this  vessel  for  tlie  lOO-pounder. 

They  are  eleven  and  a  quarter  inches  in  length  and  weigh  sixty  pounds. 
Not  one  of  tbem  turned  over*  and  only  one  or  two  failed  to  explode.  Every  one 
of  our  5"  shells  commenced  turning  over  as  soon  as  it  left  the  giia.  The  shells 
fi-om  the  9-inch  gun  exploded  at  the  proper  time.  I  sent  boats  and  brought  on 
board  twenty  wounded  officers  and  men,  who  received  every  care  and  attention 
from  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  P.  Rohhina.  Two  of  the  officers  died.  The 
others  were  transferred  to  army  transports  to  he  carried  to  hospitals. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  M.  RAMSAY, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Movements  of  the  gunboat  fleet  on  the  Tennessee  river. 

United  States  Mississippi  SacADRoN, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  June  14,  1863. 
Slit ;  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  of  Captain  S.  L.  Phelps,  reporting 
the  late  movements  of  the  gunboat  fleet  on  the  Tennessee  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Covi'dg  Alisslssippi  Sipi,adron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Na  vy. 
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RepoH  qf  IJeuienant  Ommiandu'  S.  L.  P/ie/}'i. 

TJ.viTED  States  Gunboat  Oovinotok, 

Fori  Henry,  June  3,  1863. 

SrR :  Beginning  with  the  date,  of  tbe  last  report  I  had  the  hoaor  to  forward, 
I  have  now  to  inform,  yon  that  the  three  gunboats  left  to  co-operate  in  a  ■move- 
ment across  the  Tennessee  at  Hamburg  effected  that  purpose.  On  the  24th 
the  Covington,  at  Savannah,  crossed  and  covered  a  small  force,  whicli  proceeded 
a  few  miles  back  and  desh-oyed  a  cotton  and  woolen  factory  and  a  mill  used 
by  the  rehels. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  fifteen  hundred  eavah-y,  irith  four  howitzers, 
Tindev  Colonel  Cornyn,  lOth  Missouri  cavaby,  aiTived  at  Hamhurg  from  Corinth, 
and  the  gnnhoats  safely  crossed  tlie  force  over  the  river. 

Colonel  Oomyn  made  a  forced  march  to  Florence,  Alabama,  which  place  he 
captaved  after  a  sharp  fight.  He  d^troyed  an  immense  amount  of  property  of 
various  kinds  belonging  to  the  enemy  and  in  use  by  him,  among  which  were 
three  lai'ge  cotton  mills,  and  also  large  deposits  of  corn.  The  colonel  estimates 
the  value  of  the  property  destroyed  at  $3,000,000.  He  returned  to  Hamhnrg 
on  the  30th,  with  eisty  prisoners  of  war. 

Meanwhile  one  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry  had  landed  at  Savannah,  under 
cover  of  the  giins  of  the  Covington,  intended  to  operate  iu  that  neighborhood, 
and  keep  open  communication  between  Colonel  Cornyn  and  the  gnaboats. 

The  Fanny  Barker  a,nd  Hohb  covered  the  landing  opposite  Hamburg.  The 
foi-co  at  Savannah  had  captured  some  stock  and  brought  it  in,  but  oa  the  30th, 
while  returning  from  an  expedition  with  coasiderable  stock,  the  commander 
found  himself  pressed  by  a  rebel  force,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  stock, 
and  he  barely  succeeded  in  getting  into  Savannah,  where  I  found  him  on  the 
river  bank  protected  by  the  Covington.  Colonel  Biffle,  the  rebel  commander, 
had  invested  the  town,  demandiag  a  surrender  of  our  forces,  and  giving  an  hour 
for  th,e  removal  of  womea  and  children  if  this  demand  was  not  complied  with. 

He  received  for  answer,  from  both  ouv  commanding  officers,  a  short  and  more 
expressive  than  civil  reply,  "  to  come  and  take  them."  Not  wishing  to  inter- 
fere Vith  Colonel  Biffle's  projects  for  getting  his  command  badly  cut  up,  it 
turned  out  as  1  expected,  mere  gasconade.  I  went  on  to  Hamburg,  wnere 
Colonel  Cornyn  had  arrived,  and  I  crossed  his  command  over  that  night,  with 
some  one  thousand  additional  animals  captured. 

It  appears  the  enemy  had  pushed  considerable  force  from  Spring  Hill  and 
OolumDia,  General  Bragg's  left  wiag,  toward.s  Hamburg,  in  the  hope  of  catting 
oEf  Colonel  Comyn's  force,  but  had  come  up  too  late. 

There  was  brisk  skirmishicig  during  the  time  we  were  crossing  our  people, 
h\  the  morning  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  the  woods  near  where  the  crossing 
was  effected,  and  we  shelled  bira  out. 

Numerous  Union  families  from  Harden  county,  Tennessee,  became  alarmed  at 
thcrebel  threats  of  vengeance,  and  begged  me  to  briag  them  down  the  river,  and  I 
Lave  done  so,  having  a  large  load  of  household  effects  they  have  been  able  to  save. 

Descending  the  river  to  as  fai'  as  Perryville  on  the  21st,  I  there  crossed  a 
email  force  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Breckenridge,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
a  quantity  of  leather  at  different  tanneries.  The  rebels  are  seizing  it  wherever 
found,  to  carry  off  for  army  purposes.  Eight  hundred  of  them  are  reported  en- 
camped twenty  miles  distant,  with  the  object  of  covering  their  part  of  this 
leather- seizing  operation.  I  have  on  board  a  considerable  quantity  of  hides,  to 
be  tmTied  over  at  Paducali. 

I  am,  reapectfitlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  L.  PHELPS,  Lieutenant  Commander. 
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I  have  ommitted  to  mention,  there  seemed  to  he  rehahle  evidoace  that  large  de- 
tachments fi'om  Bragg's  army  are  moving  in  a  southerly  direction.  I  ordered 
Lieutenant  Goudy  to  look  after  one  of  these,  said  to  he  10,000  atrong,  hut  proba- 
bly much  less,  moving  towards  Clifton,  on  this  river. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Bragg'a  army  has  been  drawn  on  for  re-enforce- 
ments for  Vicksburg.  !Not  one  word  in  regard  to  General  Eosecrans  or  bis 
movements  ever  reaches  tliia  command.  I  left  three  gunboats  with  Lieutenant 
Goudy,  the  senior  officer,  to  operate  till  my  return,  with  coal  and  aupplies. 

8.  L.  PHELPS. 


>ie  lirigade,  General 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  fiear  Vieksbwrg,  June  18,  1863. 
SiK  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  heaj-ing  the  enemy  had  collected 
a  force  of  12,000  men  at  Richmond,  in  Louisiana,  nine  miles  from  Milliken's 
Bend,  I  sent  General  EUet  to  Geneml  Mowry,  at  Young's  Point,  to  act  in  con- 
junction to  break  them  up. 

General  Mowry  promptly  acceded  to  the  req^uest,  and  with  about  twelve  hun- 
dred men,  in  company  with  the  marine  brigade.  Brigadier  General  A.  "W".  EUetr 
commanding,  proceeded  to  Richmond,  where  they  completely  routed  the  advance 
guard  of  the  rebels,  conaiating  of  four  thousand  men  and  sis  pieces  of  artUleiyf 
captured  a  lot  of  stoves,  and  the  town  was  completely  destroyed  in  the  mei^e. 

This  duty  was  handsomely  performed  by  the  different  parties  concerned  in  it- 
I  enclose  Brigadier  General  EUet's  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Cvm'dg  Mississippi  & 
Hon.  GioBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^Jiington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Brigadier  General  J.  W.  Ellei. 

Hbadquartehs  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flag-Ship  Autocrat,  above  Vicksburg,  June  17,  1S63. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  yoin- 
consent,  I  landed  my  forces  at  Milliken's  Bend  on  the  morning  of  the  lijth 
instant,  and  proceeded  toward  Richmond,  Louisiana. 

At  the  forks  of  the  i-oad,  within  three  miles  of  Richmond,  I  met  General 
Howry's  command,  and  we  proceeded  foi'ward  together,  my  forces  being  in  the 
advance.  We  met  the  enemy  about  a  mile  from  town,  who  opened  upon  our 
advance  line  of  skii-mishers  from  behind  hedges  and  trees  and  gulbes,  but  they 
fled  before  oui-  advance  and  took  shelter  behind  the  levee  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  bayou,  near  the  town. 

The  position  was  a  good  one,  and  very  defensible.  I  deemed  it  imprudent 
to  advance  our  line  across  tlie  open  lield  without  any  cover  for  my  men  against 
an  enemy  superior  in  number  and  well  intrenched.  I  therefore  ordered  the 
artillery  to  the  front  and  opened  upon  their  position,  and  after  a  vigorous  can- 
nonade of  neai'  an  hour,  with  all  oui-  guna,  advanced  our  iniantry  through  the 
woods  on  the  right,  with  the  intention  of  turning  the  enemy's  left  wing.  They 
vetamed  the  iive  of  our  artillery  very  vigorously  for  a  time.     Soon  it  slackened. 
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and  finally  ceaeed  altogether.  When  I  arrived  at  the  left  of  their  position  I 
fotmd  it  abandoned  and  the  enemy  fled.  He  had  destroyed  the  bridge  over  the 
bayon  to  prevent  our  following.  We  found  three  of  the  enemy  dead  upon  the 
Held,  two  mortally  wounded,  and  captured  eleven  prisoners  and  about  sixty 
stand  of  small-arma. 

The  enemy  was  commanded  by  Major  General  Walker,  was  a  pai't  of  Kirby 
Smith's  command,  and  consisted  of  two  biigades,  containing  seven  regiments,, 
four  thousand  strong,  with  sis  pieces  of  ai-tillery. 

They  retreated  towards  Delhi,  where  Genei-aJ  MeOuUoch  is  said  to  be  posted 
with  a  command  about  equal  in  strength  to  the  one  we  eucountered. 

This  was  the  same  force  that  attacked  the  negro  regiment  at  Milliken's  Bend, 
a  week  before,  and  was  repulsed. 

Our  entire  loss  was  three  men  wounded — one,  only,  dangerottaly. 

General  Mowry's  command  participated  througlifeut  the  fight  moat  vigorously, 
and  I  feel  indebted  to  the  general  for  his  prompt  co-operatiou  and  advice,  and 
his  skilftil  manner  of  handling  his  forces.     I  returned  the  same  day  to  my 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLET, 
Brigadier  General,  Cum'dg  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 
Admiral  0.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Atississippi  i^guadron. 


MovemenW  of  iAr  marine  brigade  from  April  5  to  May  29,  1863. 

United  States  Mississippi  Scidadron, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  near  Vicksl>wg,  June  18,  1863 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Brigadier  Gl*nei-al  A.  W.  EUet's  report  of 
the  movements  of  the  marine  brigade  from  April  5  to  May  29,  inclusive. 
1  am.,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admirai,  Com'dg  Mixsiss^pi  Squadron, 
Hou.  GiDBON  Wglles, 

Secretary  rf  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  C. 


RefOTt  of  BTigitdicr  Gevend  ElUt. 
HEAU«TIAitTERS  MISSISSIPPI  MiRINB  BRIOADB, 

Flag- Ship  Autocrat. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeable  to  your  order  received 
at  Greenville,  Mississippi,  on  the  5th  of  April,  I  immediately  got  under  way 
and  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  Tennessee,  The  difficulty  of 
obtaining  coal  caused  me  several  days'  detention  at  Cairo,  Illinois.  I  left  Cairo 
the  morning  of  the  14th  ;  reached  Eort  Henry  on  the  following  day.  There  I 
met  Colonel  Straight  and  his  command,  which,  after  one  day's  delay,  was  ready 
fo  accompany  me.  I  found  at  Waverly  landing  a  gunboat  waiting  for  ua, 
which  continued  to  accompany  us  until  we  arrived  at  Eastport,  without  any 
enemy  being  visible. 

From  Eastport  opened  a  communication  with  Genera!  Dodge,  who  requested 
I  should  drop  my  fleet  down  to   Savannah,  and  make  a  demonstHtrion  fi'QJ* 
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that  place,  to  attract"  tLe  enemy's  attention  wiiile  lie  advanced  against  Tuscum- 
bia.  At  Savannah  I  disembarked  my  cavalry  under  the  command  of  Major 
Hubbard,  with  ordere  to  proceed  eastward  to  Craven's  mill,  a  point  eiffhteon 
miles  from  Savannab,  where  the  rebel  Coloaei  Cox,  with  his  regiment,  made 
their  headquarters,  and  to  bum  the  mill  and  stores,  &e.,  at  that  point.  The 
march  was  efEeeted  in  the  night — the  orders  executed  to  the  letter. 

A  large  amount  of  Sour,  meal,  and  bacon  was  destroyed,  several  of  Colonel 
Cox's  pickets  captured,  and  the  major  returned  without  siny  loss. 

From  Savannah  to  Cliflon  we  burned  several  mills  and  a  large  amount  of 
lumber.  I  stopped  repeatedly  and  pushed  my  command  back  in  the  interior 
from  various  points.  Finally,  the  water  becoming  so  low  as  to  create  appre- 
hensions for  the  safety  of  my  boats,  I  determined  to  drop  below  Duck  River 
shoals  for  their  security. 

On  the  morning  of  Qie  2ft;h  of  April,  some  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of  ■ 
Dnet  river,  we  were  attacked  by  a  regiment  of  Colonel  Woodward's  command , 
seven  hundred  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  attack  was  very  fierce, 
but  lasted  only  a  few  moments.  The  enemy  had  evidently  mistaken  u8  for 
unarmed  boats,  and  were  unprepared  for  the  resistance  they  met  with.  We 
repulsed  them  with  severe  loss.  We  effected  a  landing  as  quickly  as  possible, 
(the  nature  of  the  banks  causing  considerable  detention,)  and  pursued  their 
retreat  some  twelve  miles.  We  fonnd  the  commanding  officer,  Major  White, 
of  the  6th  Texan  rangere,  lying  mortally  wounded  in  a  house  four  miles  from 
the  hattle-ground,  left  by  Lis  men  in  their  precipitate  reti-eat.  The  enemy 
abandoned  their  dead,  eight  in  number,  and  we  buried  them.  Their  wounded 
they  BBcceeded  in  carrying  off  with  them,  owing  to  the  necessary  delay  occa- 
sioned in  landing  my  troops,  from  the  unfavorable  condition  of  the  river  banks, 
and  the  narrowness  of  the  river  at  the  spot. 

Our  loss  was  two  killed  and  several  wounded — only  one  seriously.  We 
remained  until  the  next  day  at  this  place,  thea  proceeded  to  Fort  Henry.  Wo 
remained  at  Fort  Heniy  three  days  for  the  purpose  of  mnstering  the  command, 
and  to  coal  the  boats,  and.  then  proceeded  t^ain  up  the  river.  We  found  the 
water  too  low  to  ascend  above  Reynoldshurg,  and  wei'O  obliged  to  return. 

On  the  7th  of  May  we  left  the  river.  We  destroyed  a  great  many  flats  and 
ferry-boats,  and  brought  out  a  great  many  Union  refugees,  flying  from  the 
effects  of  the  rebellion. 

I  arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  8th  of  May,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  repair 
the  damage  my  boats_had  sustciined  io  tjie  tortuous  navigation  of  the  Tennessee 
river. 

Being  unable  to  obtain  any  instructions  from  you,  I  telegraphed  to  the  de- 
partment at  Washington,  and  waa  ordered  to  proceed  down  the  Mississippi 
river,  as  the  Tennessee  was  too  low  for  my  boats  to  act  longer  theie. 

On  the  16th  of  May  I  lef^  Cairo,  stopping  frequently  to  exercise  my  horses 
and  drill  my  men.  On  the  22d  of  May  I  left  Memphis.  About  thirty-five 
miles  above  Helena  my  commissary  and  quartermaster  boat  was  fired  into  from 
the  Mississippi  side,  about  six  miles  above  Austin.  She  waa  at  the  time  some 
distance  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet.  I  received  the  report  late  at  night,  after  the 
fleet  had  come  to  anchor,  and  made  immediate  arrangements  to  return  in  the 
morning  and  pnnish  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage.  I  landed  at  Austin  before 
saarise;  could  learn  nothing  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  existence  of  any  enemy 
neai'  there.  I  discovered  the  wreck  of  a  small  trading  boat  that  had  recently 
been  burned,  and  finally  learned  from  an  old  negro  that  some  rebels'  had  just 
left  the  place  upon  our  approach;  tliat  thsy  had  burned  the  boat  the  night 
before,  captured  the  crew,  and  carried  off  the  freight  in  wagons. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  cavalry  in  pursuit,  the  infantry  to  follow  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Major  Hubbard  came  upon  the  enemy  about  eight  miles  out.  near 
one  thousand  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.     He  was  ain'ouoded,  and  his 
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rcti-!;at  cut  off,  but  lie  w^as  able  to  find  R.  position  wheK^  by  dismomitiug  bis 
men,  he  repelled  the  enemy's  lepeated  cbargea  upon  his  little  band  of  ie^e  than 
two  hundred  men,  and  maintained  his  position  until  relieved  by  the  ai-rivd  of 
the  infantry.  Our  loss  waa  two  killed  and  niaeteen  wounded,  mostly  very 
slight  wounds.  We  found  five  of  the  enemy  dead  on  the  field,  obtained  twenty- 
two  stand  of  arms,  captured  one  wagon  and  team,  and  three  prisoners,  besides 
Beveral  horses  and  mules. 

I  burned  the  town  of  Austin.  By  searching  the  houses  we  found  that  a 
lively  trade  of  smuggling  goods  was  carried  on  at  this  place.  Whiskey,  salt, 
molasses,  flsh,  dry-goods,  and  medicines,  in  large  qnantiliea  and  unbroken  pack- 
ages, were  discovered.  As  the  Srn  progressed  the  discharge  of  fire-arms  from 
the  bouses  was  coaBtant  and  rapid,  notwithstanding  we  had  searched  them  aU. 
Two  heavy  explosions  of  powder  also  occurred.  Vi'e  returned  to  Helena  the 
same  eveniug.  On  the  following  day  I  receiyed  a  request  from  General  Prentiss 
tiiat  I  shonld  remain  with  my  command  before  Helena,  as  the  place  was  threat- 
ened with  an  attack,  until  he  cordd  find  something  of  the  enemy's  purpose. 

On  the  26th  of  May  we  left  Helena,  and,  hearing  of  no  enemy,  proceeded 
(=!owly  down  the  river,  and  arrived  above  Vicksburg  on  the  morning  of  the  S9th 
of  May. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  a 


Acting  Kcar-Adfflira]  D.  D.  Portgh. 


ALFRED  W.  ELLET. 


Report   of  Acting  Ensign    W.    C.   Hanford,   commanding  gunboat   Rob'h,   of 
action  at  Cerro  Gorda. 

United  States  Gunboat  Robb, 
Fort  Hindman,  Kentucky,  June  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  a  report  of  the  action  that  took  place,  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  instant,  at  Oen-o  Gorda,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  one  of  my  men,  and  two 
severely  wounded. 

On  the  aft«i-noon  of  tlie  18th  I  suggested  to  Captain  Hurd  the  posfihility  of 
catching  some  of  Colonel  BifSe's  men,  if  I  placed  a  couple  of  pieces  of  artillery 
at  Cerro  Gorda,  opposite  to  where  they  came  and  fired  aci-osa  the  river  during 
the  departure  of  gunboats  from  that  place.     It  met  Captain  Kurd's  approval. 

In  the  evening  I  got  a  horse  and  rode  down  to  Ceri-o  Gorda,  in  order  to  pick 
out  a  good  situation  for  the  battery.  Having  found  one  to  suit  me,  I  returned 
and  got  my  guns  mounted  on  field  carriages,  and  at  10  p.  m.  atarted  down  and 
had  eveiything  fixed  ready,  taking  particular  care  to  double  picket  all  the  roads 
to  guard  against  sui-prise.  I  sent  to  man  the  battery  sixteen  of  my  best  men. 
It  was  my  instruction  in  the  morning  to  run  down  to  Saltillo,  five  miles,  in 
order  to  give  the  "rebs"  a  good  chance  to  come  in- 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  about  4.30,  I  heard  my  guna  firing.  1'he  Silver 
Cloud  and  myself  staited  down,  where  we  found  that  Biffle  had  made  a  charge 
on  the  batteiy  with  four  hundred  men;  but  my  men  were  prepared  for  them, 
and  opened  their  ranks  well.  I  have  learned  since  (but  it  is  only  a  picked-up 
report)  that  Biffle  lost  fifty  killed  and  wounded,  I  believe  their  lo^  was  about 
thaf  aa  they  charged  four  abreast,  (dismounted,)  and  came  to  ivithin  twenty 
yards  of  the  cannon's  month,  while  canister  was  being  fired  into  them  like  rain. 
I  lost,  killed,  Crawford  J.  Hill,  fireman,  and  buried  him  at  Ci'aven'a  landing; 
Madison  M.  Hill,  quarter  gunner,  and  John  N.  Matthews,  ijuartermaster, 
aevorely  wouvided.     These  I  have  sent  to  Smith's  and  l.o  their  homes. 
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Too  mnch  credit  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  men  wIki  manaed  tLe  batterj'. 
They  did  their  duty  faithfully. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reBjjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  HANEORD, 

Commanding  Rohb. 
Acting  Ecar-Admiral  DAvrn  D.  Poetbr, 

Comtnanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Eespectfully  forwarded.     Mr,  Hanford  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  most  faith- 
ful officer  on  all  occasions. 

DAVID  D.  POETER, 

Acting  Rear-AdfTtiral. 


Attack  on  Mack  troops  at  GoodiicJi's  Landing,  ^. 

TJwiTiiU  States  Mississippi  SuuADitoN, 

Flag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  July  2,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  29lh  of  June  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Dennis, 
commanding  the  post  at  Young's  Point,  informing  me  that  our  black  troops  at 
Goodrich's  landing  had  been  attacked,  and  the  rebels  were  getting  the  upper 
hand  of  thera.  I  had  already  despatched  a  gunboat  to  that  point,  but  sent  off 
another  without  delay.  I  also  directed  Genei-a!  Ellet  to  proceed  with  the  marine 
brigade  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  remain  there  until  everything  was  quiet. 

The  headmost  vessel  of  the  brigade  (John  fifona's)  aiTived  there  as  the  rebels 
were  aettiag  fire  to  the  so-called  government  plantation,  and,  supposinp;  her  to 
be  an  ordinary  transport,  they  opened  fire  on  her  with  fleld-piecea,  but  were 
much  surprised  to  have  the  fire  returned  with  shrapriell,  whiuli  fell  in  among 
them,  kiDing  and  wounding  a  immber.  The  result  waa  a  retreat  on  the  part  of 
the  rebels,  and  the  escape  of  a  number  of  negroes  whom  they  had  imprisoned. 

The  gunboat  Borneo  also  came  from  up  the  river  about  this  time,  and  hearing 
die  firing,  hurried  to  the  scene  of  action.  The  commander  soon  discovtsred  the 
rebels  setting  fire  to  the  plantation,  and  commenced  shelling  them.  This  he 
kept  up  for  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles,  chasing  them  along  the  river  banks,  the 
rebels  setting  fire  to  every  tiling  as  they  went  along.  The  result  was  an  almost 
total  desti-uction  of  houi^es  and  pi-operty  along  the  river  front  in  that  vicinity. 
The  rebels  cai-ried  off  about  l.SOO  negroes  who  were  employed  working  on  the 
so-ealled  government  plantation. 

•  »**««#« 

Greneral  Ellet  landed  his  forces,  and,  in  company  with  a  black  brigade,  pro- 
ceeded to  chase  the  rebels,  who  were  making  a  hasty  retreat  when  they  found 
there  was  a  force  after  them.  It  was  no  part  of  their  system  to  fight ;  they  only 
came  to  plunder  and  carry  off  the  negroes.  General  Ellet  found  the  road  strewn 
with  broken  carts  and  fui-niture,  which  the  rebels  left  in  their  haste  to  get  away 
from  our  forces.  He  pursued  them  as  far  as  Tensas  river,  where  they  had 
crossed,  bnrnt  the  bridges,  and  intrenched  themselves  for  a  battle.  This  was 
soon  ofFered  them,  and  our  artillerj''  opened  on  them  and  soon  put  them  to  flight, 
notwithstanding  it  was  reported  liiat  they  had  twenty  field-pieces. 

General  Ellet,  not  knowing  the  country  very  well,  and  having  only  a  small 
force  with  him,  deemed  it  proper  not  to  pursue  the  rebels  much  farther.  He 
sent  two  himdred  infantry  across  the  bayou,  and  found  that  the  rebels  were  re- 
treating to  Delhi,  leaving  ail  their  plunder — splendid  funiitHre,  pianos,  pic- 
tures, &c. — strewn  along  the  road. 

The  unexpected  re- enforcement  of  the  brigfide,  and  the  gunboats,  saved  the 
wliole  of  the  black  troops. 
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It  is  only  a  temporary  peace,  though,  for  as  long  as  tHe  blacks  remain  in  such 
small  force,  so  long  will  they  be  an  object  of  attack. 

The  party  who  made  this  attack  on  the  so-called  government  plantations  are 
the  same  that  attacked  MiUiken's  Beiid  some  short  time  since;  tLey  are  a  half- 
starved,  half-naked  set,  and  are  in  hopes  of  capturing  some  of  the  transports 
with  clothing  and  provisions.  They  have  not  done  so  yet,  and  I  think  the  pre- 
cautions I  have  taken  will  prevent  their  doing  so  at  any  time. 

The  siege  of  Vickshurg  progresses  as  usual,  the  weather  being  so  hot  that 
little  can  be  done  between  9  a.  m.  and  4  p.  m.  The  mortars  are  kept  going  con- 
stantly night  and  day,  and  the  gunboats  below  the  city  co-operate  with  the 
anny  on  shore,  (General  Herron's  division,)  and  generally  succped  in  silencing 
the  batteries.  I  am  also  placing  nine,  ten,  and  100-pounder  guns  on  scows,  and 
Lave  stationed  them  at  the  point  nearest  VicksbuTg.  They  obliged  the  rebels  to 
withdraw  some  troublesome  guns  from  the  fort  which  sliak  the  Cincinnati,  and 
commanded  every  point  in  and  about  the  city. 

We  have  to  be  sparing  with  our  ammaniljon,  ob  the  army  depend  upon  us  en- 
tirely for  supplies  for  the  heavy  siege  guns.  I  have  landed  from  the  gunboats, 
for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  five  8-inch  guns,  two  9-inch 
.guns,  two  4S-pounder  rifles,  foui-  32-poundor  smooth-bores,  besides  tJie  Oiacin- 
nati'a  gtins,  which  are  being  mounted  on  shore  by  Colonel  Woods,  of  General 
Sherman's  division. 

Whenever  I  could  do  so  without  impairing  the  efGcieucy  of  the  vessels,  I 
sent  officer^s  and  crewa  with  the  guns.    I  have  also  supplied  the  caiTiagea  and 
ammunition  wanted  for  the  heavy  guns  captured  from  the  enemy  at  Haines's 
Bluff,  which  place  the  army  liave  strongly  fortified  inland. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei'vaut, 

DAVID  D.  POUTEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  0. 


LeUer  of  Riar-Admii-al  Porter  endositig  Brigadier  Gititrol  Ethl's  repoif. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadeon, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  of  Vicksburg,  July  8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Brigadier  General  EUet's  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  maiine  brigade  at  Gflodridi's  landing  and  vicinity  on  the  30th 
ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  yonr  obedient  sei'vant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Wa.f/iington,  D.  C 


Rfpori  of  Brigadier  Geiitrnl  A.   If.  Elld,  (xmaiwadrnij  murint  hrigade. 

Hbadquabters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
F/ag-Skip  Autocrat,  above  Vtekshurg,  July  3,  1863. 
Au.MiBAt ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, I  proceeded  without  delay,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  June,  to  Goodrich's 
landing  witli  my  whole  available  command.     I  found  the  troops  at  that  point  all 
under  arms,  and  could  plainly  see  the  evidence  of  the  ememy'e  operations  in  the 
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biimiDg  mansiouB,  cotton  gins,  and  negro  quarters,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
It  was  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30tli  June  when  I  reached  the  scene  of 
operations.  I  at  once  ordered  the  entire  force  to  (lisemhark,  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry,  and  at  daylight  started  in  seajch  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Wood,  com- 
manding the  negro  troops,  accompanying  me  with  his  whole  force.  About  five 
miles  out  we  reached  Colonel  Wood's  outposts,  where  the  night  before  two  com- 
panies of  negro  troops  with  their  officers  had  been  surrounded  and  captared  after 
a  spirited  resistance  and  considerable  loss  to  the  enemy.  From  this  point  I 
started  the  cavalry  in  advance  to  push  the  retreating  enemy,  and,  if  possible, 
hold  them  until  the  main  body  could  be  brought  up  foi'ward.  They  overtook 
the  enemy  resting  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bayou  Tensas,  and  immediately 
engaged  him,  and  held  him  in  check  ti!l  I  arrived  with  the  msun  body.  The 
enemy  had  shown  a  large  force  of  cavalry  and  several  pieces  of  artillery.  He 
endeavored  to  cross  the  bayou  with  one  regiment  of  cavalry  and  turn  my  right 
flank,  which  movement  was  promptly  met  by  our  advance  line  of  skimiisherSr 
who  repulsed  the  enemy  handsomely.  At  tbs  same  time  my  artillery  opened 
upon  him  with  ofiect,  and  he  retreated  precipitately,  having  piled  all  the  bridge 
flooring  together  and  burned  it  to  prevent  our  crossing.  I  crossed  three  com- 
panies on  the  sleepers,  who  followed  the  line  of  retreat  for  near  two  miles.  They 
tound  the  road  strewn  witli  abandoned  booty  stolen  from  the  houses  they  had 
burned ;  among  other  ai'ticles,  a  very  fine  piano. 

Three  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  found  on  the  field,  and  some  thirty  stand  of 
small-arms  picked  up.  "The  enemy  was  undoubtedly,  from  information  subse- 
quently obtained,  more  than  double  our  strength,  and  were  provided  with  artillery 
and  cavalry,  but  they  were  evidently  not  inclined  to  make  a  standing  fight,  their 
main  object  being  to  secure  the  negroes  taken  from  the  plantations  along  the 
river,  some  hundreds  of  whom  they  had  captured.  In  passing  by  the  negro 
quarters,  on  three  of  the  buraing  plantations,  we  were  shocked  by  the  sight  of 
me  charred  remains  of  human  beings  who  had  been  burned  in  the  general  con- 
flagration. No  doubt  they  were  the  sick  negroes  whom  the  unscrupulous  enemy 
were  too  indifferent  to  remove. 

I  witnessed  five  such  spectacles  myself  in  passing  the  remains  of  those  plan- 
tations that  lay  in  our  line  of  march,  and  do  not  doubt  there  were  many  others 
on  the  twenty  or  more  plantations  that  I  did  not  visit,  which  were  burned  in 


Our  loss  ill  the  engagement  was.  Captain  Wright,  Co.  D,  cavalry,  mortally 
wounded,  (since  dead,)  and  two  negroes  of  Colonel  Wood's,  slightly  wounded. 

The  day  was  intensely  hot.  I  returned  to  the  boat  by  slow  marches,  having 
marched  the  entire  command  nearly  twenty-five  miles  without  food,  and  almost 
without  water. 

Of  course,  the  increase  of  sickness  has  been  vei-y  great;  over  one  hundred 
cases  had  to  be  removed  to  the  hospital  the  following  day,  and  many  more  are 
still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  such  severe  labor. 

The  steamer  Raino,  of  my  brigade,  under  command  of  Major  Hubbard,  arrived 
at  Goodrich's  landing  a  few  hours  in  advance  of  us.  As  she  passed  a  point  two 
miles  below  Lake  Providence,  the  enemy  drew  up  in  line  of  battle  and  fired  a 
couple  of  shots  ifrom  their  howitsiers  at  her.  The  Raino  immediately  replied 
from  her  two  twelve- pounder  brass  guns,  and  the  enemy  fled  in  great  haste. 

Major  Hubbard  immediately  landed  in  pursuit.  He  found  three  dead  rebels, 
killed  by  his  shells,  gathered  up  twenty-six  stand  of  smaU-aa-ms,  and  rescued 
some  hundreds  of  captured  negi-oes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLBT, 
(Jomt/ianding  Mississippi  Marine  I 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T>.  I).  Porter, 

Cow/mandiiig  Mississippi  ISguadron. 
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Rebel  attack  on  Helena,  Arkansas. — Co-operation  of  the  gunboats. 

United  States  Mississippi  Suuadbon, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  off  Vicksburg,  Jvly  9,  1863. 
[R  :  On  tlio  21st  of  Jnno  I  received  intimation  from  various  BOiireea,  spies, 
),  &e.,  that  the  rebel  Greiieral  Price  was  moving  from  Arkansas  towards 
the  Miesissippi  river,  with  a.  lai^  force  in  three  columiis,  and  a  quantity  of 
heavy  artillery,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  on  some  point  on  the  river,  cut  off  our 
transports,  and  relieve  Vidishurg.  I  immedia,tely  made  the  proper  dispositions 
to  meet  the  rebels  at  such  points  as  I  knew  to  be  aasailabie,  ana  Helena  being 
a  desirable  point  for  the  rebels  to  get  possession  of,  I  sent  what  I  considered  a 
sufficient  forcfi  t-o  that  vicinity.  The  Bragg,  Tyler,  and  Hasting  were  the 
vessels  detailed.  Gfeneral  Prentiss  had,  however,  no  apprehension  of  an  attack. 
The  Bragg  remained  tiiere,  while  the  other  two  cruised  in  the  vicinity.  On 
the  1st  or  2d  of  Ju!y  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps,  whom  I  had  put  in  charge 
of  the  upper  river,  sent  the  Tyier  biick  to  Helena,  anticipating  an  attack  there. 
When  Lieutenant  Oommaader  Pritchett  arrived.  General  Prentiss  iiad  received 
notice  of  the  advance  of  General  Price  on  Helena,  with  15,000  men.  Having 
only  3,500  mea,  he  made  tlie  best  disposition  for  the  attack  that  he  could  make 
under  the  circumstances.  The  rebels  attacked  the  o]itworks  of  our  troops  on 
July  4  with  their  whole  force,  and  sa  the  works  were  slight,  succeeded  in 
driving  in  the  small  force  opposed  to  them,  getting  possession  of  a  smalt  fort 
and  four  light  guns.  Proceeding  oa  and  overpowering  our  weak  outposts,  the 
rebels  succeeded  in  reaching  the  ciest  of  the  hill  which  commanded  the  town  of 
Helena,  and  woiild  likely  have  obtained  possession  of  it,  but  the  gunboat  Tyler 
opened  on  them  with  her  heavy  battery  of  shell  guns  at  easy  range,  and  cut 
them  up  very  badly,  while  two  thirty-pounders  on  the  hill,  manned  by  the 
troops,  also  opened  a  cTOss-iire  on  them,  and  between  the  gunboat  and  small 
fort  tlie  enemy  were  cut  to  pieces.  Many  of  them  threw  down  their  arms  and 
ded  in  a  panic.  The  ti-oops  under  General  Prentiss  behaved  bravely  and  fought 
most  gallantly.  They  charged  the  diecomfitted  mass  of  the  rebels  with  the 
bayonet  while  the  Tyler  was  mowing  down  the  retreating  mob  with  shrapnell 
and  sbell,  and  the  victory  was  ours.  '  The  garrison  pursued  and  captured  over 
nine  hundred  men  as  prisoners,  and  I  am  informed  that  quite  one  thousand  five 
hundred  were  killed  iind  wounded — nearly  as  mauy  as  composed  our  garriscii  at 
Helena. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  most  signal  defeats  the  enemy  have  met  with  for 
soma  time.  Lieutenant  Commander  Pritchett  deserves  great  credit  for  the  share 
he  took  in  the  ftght;  the  effective  manner  in  which  he  delivered  his  fire,  and  the 
position  he  took,  enabled  him  to  check  the  enemy  whea  they  were  very  certain" 
in  their  own  mind  of  getting  possession  of  Helena. 

This  affair  will  likely  hrc^  up  Price's  army,  and  he  is  now  retreating  towards 
Alexandria.  In  the  morning  I  shall  send  a  strong  force  of  gunboats  up  the 
Red  river  to  ascend  the  Tensas  and  Washita,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  him  and 
"He  has  eleven  transports  up  the  Tensas,  which  I  am  pretty  sure 


I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  POETES, 
ArAing  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Becretary  of  the  Naoy,    Washington,!).   C. 


,  Google 
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Jlepoi-t  qfLitvlcnant  Commmder  J.M.  I'ritthai. 


United  States  G-unboat  Tyler, 

Helena,  Arkansas,  July  6,  1863. 
SiK:  I  have  the  Iionnr  to  report  that  General  Holmes  attacked  this  place  on 
the  momiiig  of  the  4th  instant,  with  abont  18,000  men,  hetweeii  the  hours  of  4 
and  5  a.  m.,  and  after  eight  hours'  hai'd  fighting  we  repulsed  the  enemy  with  a 
loss  of  nearly  three  thoasand  men  killed  and  ■wounded,  and  prisoners;  wo  have 
already  shipped  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  beWeen  eight  hundred  and  nine  hun- 
dred prisoners. 

General  Prentiss  has  now  between  four  hundred  and  five  hundi'ed  of  the 
enemy's  wounded,  found  on  the  field,  and  they  are  still  coming  in. 

I  am  informed  by  the  officers  of  the  aimy  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  assist- 
ance rendered  by  this  vessel,  the  town  would  have  been  captured. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasnre  to  state  that  my  officers  and  crew  conducted 
lelves  in  the  most  creditable  manner. 
Very  ;-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  M.  PRITOHETT, 

Lieutenant  Convmander. 
ar-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

y  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Additional  particvlars  of  Ike  attack  on  Helena. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  off  Vickshnrg,  July  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  full  report  of  the  late  affair  at  Helena, 
whero  the  gunboat  Tyler  saved  the  day,  and  enabled  our  httle  band  of  soldiers 
to  capture  a  number  of  the  enemy. 

I  remain,  very  respectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POKTEa, 
Acting  Rear-AdTmral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDEoiv  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wasliingtnn.  D,  C. 


EepoH  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  S.  Phelps. 

United  States  Iron-oi.ad  Ram  Eastpoet, 

Helena,  Arkansas,  July  8,  1863. 

Sir:  General  Holmes,  with  a  reported  force  of  eighteen  thousand  rebels, 
attacked  this  place  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  and  was  re- 
pulsed after  a  hard- contested  fight  of  several  hours'  duration. 

The  enemy  attacked  the  centre  of  the  defences  and  carried  the  rifle-pits  and 
a  battery  upon  the  ci-est  of  the  hills  in  lJie  rear,  which  commanded  not  only 
Helena  itself,  but  also  all  the  otlier  defensive  Tsoilte  inclnding  Fort  Curtis. 
Aft«r  possessing  himself  of  that  position,  he  pushed  large  foices  down  the  slope 
of  the  ridge  mto  the  gorges,  and  his  shaipshooteis  began  the  work  of  driving 
the  artil]frists  from  the  guns  ni  the  main  toit  Rebel  guns,  both  above  and 
helow  the  town  had  been  planttd  upon  comm  mdmg  positioni,  and  opened  fire 
upon  the  line  ot  defen'^ive  woiki   iciohs  tSu  ii\ei  bottom  about  one  thousand 
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yards  in  widtii,  and  his  troops  were  in  force  near  them  to  secure  the  advantages 
the  capture  of  the  works  upon  the  hilis  would  offer  for  closing  upon  the  town 
from  both  directions  along  the  river  bottom.  The  Tyler  had  been  covering  tlie 
approach  by. the  old  town  road;  hut  Captain  Pritchett  disco veied  the  enemy 
pressing  down  the  hill-side  after  the  capture  of  the  battery  in  the  centre,  and 
took  up  Bwch  a  position  that,  while  his  broadside  gnus  poured  a  des tractive  fire 
upon  the  slopes  and  enfiladed  the  ravines,  his  stem  guns  effectually  silenced  the 
rebel  battery  helow,  ajid  his  how  guns  played  simultaneously  upon  (he  tipper 
one.  The  slaughter  of  the  enemy  at  this  time  was  terrible,  and  all  unite  in 
desci-ibiug  the  horrors  of  that  hiil-side  and  the  i-avines  after  the  battle  as  baffling 
description,  the  killed  being  litei'ally  tom  to  pieces  by  shell,  and  the  avenging 
tire  of  the  gunboat  pursued  the  enemy  two  or  three  miles  to  his  resen'e  forces, 
creating  a  panic  there  which  added  not  a  little  to  the  end  of  victory. 

The  enemy's  loss  is  very  heavy.  Our  forces  have  buried  three  hundred  and 
eighty  of  his  killed,  and  many  places  have  been  found  where  he  had  himself 
buried  his  dead.  His  wounded  number  eleven  hundred,  and  the  prisoner's  are 
also  eleven  hundred.  Our  cavalry  forces  are  hourly  discovering  dead  and 
woundedin  thesurftinnding  country,  and  are  bringing  in  stragglers  and  deserters. 
Boats  passing  up  the  river  for  two  days  after  the  battle  were  continually  hailed 
by  deserters  from  the  rebel  ranks  wishing  to  get  on  board  to  escape. 

An  esamiaatiou  of  the  field  and  the  reports  1  heaa-  convince  me  that  the  Tyler 
coatj'ihuted  greatly  to  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  and  the  terrible  slaughter  in  his 
ranks  is  largely  hers.  It  is  due  to  Captain  Pritehett  to  add  that  he  tookup  an 
admirable  position,  and  used  his  battery  in  a  manner  alike  creditable  to  himself 
and  to  his  officers  and  men. 

Firat  at  Belmont,  then  at  Pittsburg  landing,  and  now  here,  the  Tylei-  has 
been  of  inestimable  value,  and  has  saved  the  foituues  of  the  day.  The  gawison, 
numbering  but  three  thousand  three  hundred  men,  with  liaea  entirely  too  exten- 
sive for  such  a  force,  evidently  fought  with  a  courage  and  determination  with- 
out superior  example  in  this  war. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS,  Limt.  Com'dr, 
Commanding  Second  Division  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

"  "    r  Mississippi  Squadron. 


LeIUr  from  Major  Geniral  Prentiss,  comjilimmiting  Licul.  Com'dr  I'riUkcil.   , 

Headuuabters  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  Arkansas,  July  9,  1863. 
Admikal:  I  tiiko  pleasure  in  ti'ansmittiiig  to  you  my  testimony  concerning 
the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  battle  at  this  place  on  the  4th 
instant  by  Lieutenant  Commander  James  M.  Pritehett,  of  the  gunboat  Tyler. 
I  assure  you,  sir,  that  he  not  only  acquitted  himself  with  honor  and  distinction 
during  the  engagement  proper,  but  with  a  zeal  and  patience  as  rare  as  they  are 
commendable.  When  informed  of  the  probabilities  of  an  attack  on  this  place 
he  lost  no  time  and  spared  no  labor  to  make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  topogi-aphy  of  the  surrounding  connti-y ;  and  I  attribute  not  a  little  of  our 
success  in  the  late  battle  to  bis  full  knowledge  of  the  situation,  and  his  skill  in 
adapting  the  means  within  his  command  to  ^e  end  to  be  obtained.  Nor  eau  I 
refrain  from  mentioning  that  afier  the  engagement,  and  while  we  were  expecting 
a  renewal  of  the  attack.  Commander  Pritehett,  commanding  a  division  6f  your 
fleet,  was  unusually  efficient  in  procniing  timely  re-enforcements. 
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Permit  me  to  add,  sir,  that  I  can  conceive  of  no  case  wliereio  promotion  would 
be  more  ■wortliily  bestowed  than  in  the  case  of  Commaniiev  Pritchett,  and  it  will 
afford  me  much  pleasure  to  learn  that  hta  eervicea  have  received  a  proper  reward. 
I  write  this  communication,  air,  quite  unsolicited,  and  without  the  knowledge  of 
Commander  Pritchett. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PRENTISS,  Major  General. 
David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Corrnnanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


CongTatttlaiovy  UlUf  to  LieaUnaiit  CoinmandiiT  James  M.  Pritdiett. 

Navy  Department,  July  27,  1S63. 
Sir  :  1  have  received  from  Beai-- Admiral  Porter  the  reports  of  yoor  successful 
co-operation  with  the  army  in  repelling  an  attack  of  a  much  superior  rebel  force 
upon  the  troops  of  General  Prentiss  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  ott  tue  4th  instant. 

Tour  prompt  action  on  the  occasion  deserves  and  receives  the  unqualified 
approbation  of  the  department.  Rear-Admiral  Porter  and  Geaeral  Pr-entisa 
compliment  you  in  terms  of  great  praise  for  your  skill  and  the  effective  manage- 
ment of  the  guns  of  the  Tyler,  which  were  served  with  such  disastrone  and 
signal  effect  upon  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  no  reflection  upon  the  troops  of  General  Prentiss,  who  are  represented 
to  have  fought  with  determined  gallantry  and  bravery  against  overwhelming 
nnmbers,  to  say  that  they  were  saved,  in  all  probability,  from  serious  disaster 
by  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the  Tyler,  under  your  command. 

Accept  the  department's  congratnlations  for  yourself  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  your  command  for  your  glorious  achievement,  which  adds  another  to  the 
host  of  brilliant  snccessee  of  our  navy  and  army  on  the  anniversary  of  our 
national  indepeadence. 

Very  i-eapectfully,  &e., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieut,  Oom'dr  jAtwES  M.  Pritchett,  D.  S.  N., 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Gimioal  Tyler,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Naval  and  military  expedition  to  Yazoo  City. — Engagement  witJi,  hatteries. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Ship  Blaek  Hawk,  off  Vicksburg,  July  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  Hearing  that  General  Johnson  was  fortifying  Taaoo  City  witli  heavy 
gnna,  and  gathering  troops  there  for  tbo  purpose  of  obtdning  supplies  for  his 
army  from  the  Yasaio  country,  also  that  the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  best 
transports  were  there,  showing  a  possibility  of  his  attempt  to  escape,  Major 
General  Grant  acd  myself  determiaed  to  send  a  naval  and  military  expedition 
up  there  to  capture  them.  ,  The  Baron  De  Kalb,  New  National,  Kenwood,  ajid 
Signal  were  despatched,  under  command  of  IJeutenant  Commander  John  G. 
Walker,  with  a  force  of  troops,  numbering  five  thousand,  under  Maior  General 
Prank  J.  Herron. 

Pushing  up  to  the  city,  the  Baron  De  Kalb  engaged  the  batteries,  which  were 
all  prepared  to  receive  her,  and  after  finding  out  their  etrongth,  dropped  back 
to  notify  General  Herron,  wJio  immediately  landed  his  men,  and  the  army  and 
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navy  made  a  combined  attacfe  < 

leaying  every  thiiig  in 

that  ran  on  tlie  Miasissippi  river  in  times  past. 

The  ai-my.  puvsued  the  enemy,  and  captaced  their  rear  guard  of  260  men,  and 
at  last  aceownts  were  taking  moi-e  prieoners.  Sis  (6)  heavy  guns  and  one  vesBel,  . 
formerly  a  gunboat,  fell  into  our  hands,  and  all  the  munitions  of  war.  Unfor- 
tunately, while  the  Baron  De  Kalb  was  moving  slowly  along  she  run  foul  of  a 
torpedo,  which  exploded  aud  sunk  her.  There  was  no  sign  of  anything  of  the 
kind  to  be  seen.  Wbile  she  was  going  down  another  exploded  under  her  stern. 
The  water  is  rising  fast  in  the  Yazoo,  and  we  can  do  nothing  more  than  get  the 
guns  out  of  her  and  then  get  her  into  deep  water,  where  she  will-be  undisturbed 
until  we  are  able  to  raise  her. 

But, for  the  blowing  up  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb  it  would  have  been  a  good 
move.  We  have  generally  obtained  infonnatiou  of  torpedoes  from  negroes  ,!iid 
deserters,  but  heard  nothing  of  this.  Many  of  the  crew  were  bi-uised  by  the 
concusaion,  which  was  severe,  but  no  lives  were  lost.  The  officers  and  men  lost 
everything.  She  went  down  in.  fifteen  miuutra.  We  must  have  her  up  agaiu 
as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  much  to  contend  with  in  these  uan-ow  rivere, 
and  cannot  guard  against  these  hidden  dangers  while  au  enemy's  flag  floats. 
The  usual  lookout  was  kept  for  torpedoes,  hut  this  is  some  new  invention  of 
the  enemy,  which  we  will  guard  against  hereafter.  An  attempt  was  made  by 
the  perpetrator,  late  Lieutenant  Isaac  N.  Bix>\vn,  to  plant  torpedoes  once  before, 
but  the  people  of  Yazoo  City  threatened  to  hang  him  if  he  did  so.  We  felt  Bure 
they  would  not  permit  it  on  this  occasion. 

While  Q  rebel  flag  floats  anywhere,  the  gunboats  must  follow'  it  up.  The 
ofllcers  and  men  risk  their  lives  fearlessly  on  these  occasions,  and  I  hope  the 
department  will  not  take  too  seriously  the  accidents  which  happen  to  the  vessels, 
when  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  FORTEE, 
Acting  Raar- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  ihf.  Navy,  WasMngfon,  D.  C 


Expedition  into  Red  river  regio-a. — Capture  of  steamers. 

United  States  Mississippi  Suuadbow, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  off  Vicksburg,  My  18,  1863, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  expedition  I  sent  into  the  Ked 
river  region  proved  very  successful.  Ascending  the  Black  aud  Tensas  rivers, 
{running  pai-allel  with  the  Mississippi,}  Lieutenant  (Jommandiag  Selfridge  made 
I  he  head  of  navigation — Tensas  lake  and  Bayou  Maeon,  thirty  miles  above 
Vickshiwg,  and  within  five  or  six  miles  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

The  enemy  were  taken  completely  by  surprise,  not  expecting  such  a  force  in 
such  a  quarter.  The  rebels  that  have  ascended  to  that  region  will  be  obliged 
to  move  further  back  from  the  river,  if  not  to  go  away  altogether.  Lieutecaut 
Commanding  Selfridge  divided  his  forces  on  finding  that  the  transports  which 
had  been  carrying  stores  to  Walker's  army  had  escaped  up  some  of  the  narrow 
streams.  He  sent  the  Manitou  and  Rattler  np  the  Little  Red  river,  {a  small 
tributary  of  the  Black,)  and  the  Forest  Rose  and  Petrel  up  the  Tensas.  The 
night  was  dark,  and  it  was  raining  very  hard,  and  the  Manitou  and  Rattler  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  the  rebel  steamer  Louisville,  one  of  the  largest  and  perhaps 
the  best  steamera  now  in  the  western  waters.     Up  the  Teusae,  or  one  of  its 
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triKutarieB,  tlie  Forest  Hose  and  Petrel  captured  the  steamer  Elmii'a,  loaded  with 
stores,  sugar,  and  rnm  ior  tlie  rebel  army. 

Finding  that  the  steaoiera  which  had  conveyed  G-eneral  Walker's  army  had 
returned  up  the  Washita,  the  expedition  started  up  that  river,  and  came  sud- 
denly upon  two  rebel  steamers ;  but  the  rebels  set  them  on  fire,  and  they  were 
consumed  so  rapidly  that  their  names  could  not  be  ascertained.  One  steamer 
loaded  with  ammunition  escaped  above  the  fort  at  Han'isonbui'g,  which  is  a  very 
strong  work,  and  unassailable  with  wooden  gunboats.  It  is  on  an  elevation  over 
one  hundred  feet  high,  which  elevation  covers  what  water  batteries  of  heavy 
guns  there  are. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  was  fortunate  enongh,  however,  to  hear  of 
a  !ai^  quantity  of  ammunition  that  had  lately  been  hauled  from  Natehea  and 
deposited  near  Trinity,  {nearly  due  west  of  Natcbea,)  and  ft-om  wheuce  stores, 
provisions,  cattle,  guns,  and  ammunition  are  trauaported.  He  captured  fifteen 
thousand  ronuds  of  smooth-bore  ammnnitiou,  one  thousand  rounds  of  Enfield 
rifle  and  two  htmdred  and  tweuty-four  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  for  guns,  a. 
rifle  thirty-potmder  Parrott  gun-caniage,  fifty-two  hogsheads  of  sugai-,  ten  pun- ' 
eheons  of  ram,  nine  barrels  flour,  fifty  barrels  salt,  all  belonging  to  the  con- 
federate government. 

At  the  same  time  he  heard  of  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  that  had  started 
from  Hatches  for  Trinity,  and  was  lying  iu  wagons  on  the  road  half  way  across. 
He  despatched  a  boat  around  to  inform  me  of  it,  but  General  Bansom,  who  had 
lauded  a  few  days  before  at  Natchez,  hearing  of  it,  also  aent  a  detachment  of 
cavalry  and  eaptui-ed  the  whole.  Tims  Walkei^'s  army  is  left  almost  without 
ammunition. 

The  ofGcers  and  men  have  shown  great  energy  on  this  expedition,  and  have 
met  with  no  mishaps.  They  procured  a  good  deal  of  information  by  which 
fnture  movements  will  be  regulated. 

The  people  in  the  whole  of  that  section  are  very  hostile  to  the  government — 
rank  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DAVID  D.  POETER, 
Rear- Admiral,  Com'iig  jjdississijipi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


'Destruction  (if  steam  Joundry  in,   Vichshurg. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  off  Vichshurg,  July  20,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  forwarded  by  last  mail,  which  should  have  been  accompanied  with 
this  letter,  a  report  of  General  Ellet  in  relation  to  a  battery  of  small  guns  placed 
opposite  Vieksburg,  which  is  said  to  have  annoyed  the  enemy  very  much.     I 
think  I  can  approve  all  that  Genei-al  Ellet  h(^  said  iu  relation  to  the  officer  in 
charge  of  it.     It  certainly  stopped  the  work  iu  the  foundry  and  prevented  the 
rebels  from  casting  cannon  balls,  at  which  they  were  busily  engaged. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com^dg  Mississippi  Bguadron. 
Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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RepoH  of  Brtgaditr  General  Sild. 


Headqdarters  Mississippi  Marine  Bkigadb, 

Flag-Ship  Autocrat,  Young's  Point,  July  9,  1863. 
Admiral  :   I  Lave  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Captain  Groshoa  respect- 
ing the  operations  of  the  SO-pounder  PaiTott  gua  placed  on  a  point  opposite 
Viokaburg  hj  ray  order,  and  worked  hy  himself,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  steam  foraidry  operating  in  that  city. 

I  am  glad  to  be  ahle  to  inform  yon  that  the  gun  accomplished  all  for  which  it 
was  intended.  The  woyk  at  the  foundry  was  stopped,  the  holler  having  been  ex- 
ploded- by  a  shot,  and  considerable  damage  was  done  to  that  and  other  buildings., 
I  cannot  i-efi'ain,  in  this  connexion,  from  calling  youi'  attention  to  the  merit 
of  this  undertaking.  To  erect  a  battery  in  the  very  face  of  such  frowning  forts 
as  protected  the  river  front  of  Vicksburg ;  to  iire  it  continually  for  a  space  of 
ten  days,  in  open  view,  in  defiance  of  the  concentrated  discharge  of  all  the 
enemy's  gnns,  and  this  without  tlie  slightest  injury  to  a  single  pei«on  engaged, 
and  with  the  most  complete  results  as  to  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended, 
render  those  worthy  of  special  mention  who  so  faithfully  discharged  that  dnty. 
The  fort  was  erected  and  the  gun  put  in  position  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  George 
E.  Ourrie,  aided  by  First  Master  Samuel  Herricks,  with  the  soldiers  from  the 
Lieutenant  Adams,  of  this  command.  The  gun  was  commanded  and  sighted  by 
Captam  Groshon  in  person. 

Very  respettiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLET, 
Brigadier  General,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Portbb, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


RtpoTt  of  Captain  Thomas  C.  Groslwn,  uf  Ihs  Siaiine  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Port  Adams,  Juli/  5, 1863. 
Sir  ;  In  complmnce  with  your  req^uest,  I  submit  the  following  report : 
Tour  order  to  Ijientenant  Colonel  George  E.  Ciirrie  to  plant  the  SO-pouuder 
Pai-rott  guu  {belongmg  to  United  States  steamer  B,  J.  Adams)  on  the  point 
opposite  the  foundry  in  Vicksburg,  to  reduce  said  foundry,  was  commenced  on 
the  night  of  the  19th  of  June.  As  soon  as  it  was  aufiieiently  dai-k  Lieutfiiant 
Colonel  Currie,  in  company  with  Captain  0.  F.  Brown,  lat  battalion  cavalry, 
Mississippi  marine  brigade;  Capttun  Hews,  company  C ;  Captain  Fishers,  com- 
pany E  ;  companies  F  and  K,  1st  infantry,  Mississippi  marine  brigade,  repaired 
to  the  place  selected  by  him  to  plant  the  gun.  After  four  days'  and  nights'  hard 
work,  with  the  assistance  of  Masters  Hendricks  and  Malboa,  of  the  Autocrat 
and  Adams,  we  succeeded  in  building  a  casemated  fort  within  a  mile  of  the  city 
of  Vicksburg,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  covering  it  with  one  thickness 
of  railroad  iron,  deeming  it  sufficient  protection  for  both  men  and  gun. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  June,  at  9  o'clock,  I  opened  fire  on  the  city — 
fired  five  rounds.  The  enemy  responded  promptly  77  rounds,  from  five  different 
guns — 32,  64,  and  128-poimders.  Although  there  Was  no  damage  done  to  the 
fort,  it  was  thought  best  to  strengthen  the  work  by  adding  one  more  thickness 
of  railroad  iron,  which  made  it  sufficiently  strong  to  withstand  the 
imaginable  fire. 
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On  the  24th  I  fired  acven  rounds;  the  enemy  returned  seventy -eight  rounds. 
The  fort  ■was  struck  once,  but  the  majoiity  of  the  shots  were  too  high.  These 
shots  came  principally  from  the  128-poundere ;  no  damage  done  yet.  I  fired 
twenty  rounds  on  the  SShh,  all  of  which  were  directed  at  the  foundry  and  ma- 
chine shop,  the  effects  of  which  accomplished  the  desired  object.  The  enemy 
returned  but  six  rounds,  doing  no  damage  whatever.  On  the  96th  I  fired  eight 
rounds  at  difterent  buildings  in  the. city.  The  enemy  returned  thirteen  rounds; 
no  damage  done.  On  the  37th  I  fired  twenty-eight  rounds.  This  day  I  sup- 
pose the  shots  had  but  little  or  no  eifeet,  or  else  the  enemy  thought  it  impossible 
to  silence  the  gun,  as  they  did  not  return  the  fire  at  all.  On  the  28th  I  fired 
seven  rounds,  the  eaemy  returning  sixty-four  rounds.  They  had  by  this  time 
got  perfect  range  of  the  fort,  and  stiuck  it  three  times  during  the  day's  firing. 
The  damage  done  was  but  slight,  aad  easily  repaired.  I  fired  but  two  rounds 
on  the  29th,  the  enemy  returning  fifteen  rounds.  They  still  kept  the  range, 
and  seemed  to  strike  the  fort  at  their  pleasure.  Four  shots  struck  the  fort, 
doing  no  damage  to  it,  but  the  shot  cut  in  pieces  railroad  iron  and  ties  that 
were  lying  in  front  and  on  the  top  of  the  fort ;  also  tearing  up  the  ground  in 
every  direction,  rendering  it  unsafe  for  the  men  to  venture  outeido  of  the  fort, 
as  it  appeared  the  enemy  could  see  all  OTir  movements,  and  would  fire  the 
moment  a  man  exposed  himself  outside.  No  mateiial  damage  was  sustained. 
I  did  no  firing  on  the  30th  of  June  and  1st  of  July,  as  the  Seet  moved  up  the 
river  to  Goodrich's  landing,  and  took  part  in  an  engagement  near  that  place. 
On  the  Sd  1  fired  seven  rounds.  The  enemy  made  nO  reply.  The  3d  and  last 
day  I  iired  fourteen  rounds,  six  of  which  I  directed  at  sky-parlor,  (which  was 
used  by  the  enemy  for  a  lookout.)  They  did  not  seem  to  like  it,  and  tried  their 
best  to  silence  the  gun  by  firing  pinety  shots  at  the  fort,  six  of  which  struck  it, 
knocking  off  rtulroad  ties  and  tearmg  up  the  ground  on  top  of  and  around  the 
fort.  No  damage  done  to  the  fort  whatever.  At  6  o'clock  p.  m.  orders  came 
to  cease  firing,  as  the  city  was  about  to  be  surrendered. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  I  would  say  great  credit  is  due  to  both  officers 
and  men  of  the  companies  herein  mentioned  for  the  work  done,  and  tlie  spirit 
manifested  in  the  building  of  the  fort.  Since  the  surrender  of  the  city  I  have 
learned  from  the  foreman  of  the  foundry  that  fourteen  shots  struck  the  foundry 
and  macbine  shop,  two  of  which  penetrated  the  boilers,  rendering  them  useless 
for  further  operation.  The  machine  shop  was  also  badly  damaged  by  the  shots. 
The  six  shots  thrown  at  the  sky-parlor  had  good  effect,  killing  two  men,  and 
doing  considerable  damage  otherwise. 

I  am,  sir,  very  rrapectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  0.  GKOSHON, 
Captam  Co.  F,  Isl  Infantry,  M.  M.  B.,  Gom'dg  Fort  Adams. 

Brigadier  General  A.  "W,  Ellet, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 


Loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Baron  De  Kalh. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadkon,  Flao-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Of  Vicksburg,  July  22,  1S63. 
SlB :  I  had  tl>e  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  blowing  np  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb 
by  a  hidden  toi-pedo,  seventeen  having  been  planted  in  the  river,  without  wires 
attached  to  them.     The  water  having  risen  two  or  three  feet  daring  the  night, 
enabled  all  the  vessels  but  the  De  Kalb  to  pass  over  them, 

I  am  not  sure  that  we  shall  be  able  to  raise  the  De  Ilalb,  as  she  sunk  in 
twenty  (20)  feet  of  water,  and  we  cannot  yet  ascertain  the  injuries,  but  every 
effort  will  be  made,     I  ordered  hev  guns,  and  every  article  that  could  be  got,  to 
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be  reinnvei3,  and  this  duty  was  porformed  tinder  tlio  moat  difficult  eii'cumstancea ; 
every  gun  and  carriage  was  saved  Hndamaged  ;  also  cverytliiiig  else  of  valuo, 

Olficei-8  and  meu  vied  with  each  other  in  endeavoring  to  save  the  guns  and 
stores  ;  the  work  had  all  to  be  performed  in  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  of  water,  and 
the  officera  set  the  example  in  diving  down  to  make  fast  the  gun-carriages ;  all 
the  small-arms  were  saved  in  the  same  way ;  also  the  paymaster's  books  and 
government  funds. 

We  are  somewhat  compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  De  Kalb  by  the  handsome 
results  of  this  expedition.  Five  of  the  largest  arid  best  boats  that  ever  run  on 
this  i-iver  were  destroyed  by  the  rebels  to  prevent  their  falling  into  our  bauds ; 
they  were  burnt  entirely  up,  and  one  sraaUer  one  was  captured.  The  rebels 
suatained  a  great  loss  in  these  boats ;  any  one  of  them  could  have  bt-en  con- 
verted into  a  powerful  ram  or  gunboat,  and  the  loss  of  them  breaks  np  their 
chances  of  transporting  troops. 

Besides  the  destruction  above  mentioned,  the  combined  forces  captured  five 
(5)  heavy  guns,  and  a  lighter  one,  and  all  the  ammunitioa  and  stores  of  the 
enemy.  The  rebels  cannot  afford  to  lose  all  this  material  of  wai-.;  it  frees  the 
Yazoo  river  of  rebel  troops. 

As  the  people  of  Yazoo  City  did  not  take  the  ti-oable  to  warn  us  of  the  exist- 
ence of  torpedoes  after  the  enemy  fled,  which  they  had  an  opportunity  of  doing, 
three  thousand  bales  of  cotton  were  seized  by  Uanei-al  Herrou,  to  pay  for  the 
gunboat  that  was  lost  through  their  treachery.  The  loss  to  the  enemy  in  this 
expedition  has  been  all  the  gnnH  left  on  Yazoo  river,  eight  hundred  tliouaaiid 
dollars'  worth  of  steamers,  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
cotton,  and  as  mucli  more  in  other  stores  necessary  tor  the  maintenance  of  an  army. 
The  officers  and  men  composing  the  naval  part  of  this  espcdition  have  lost  no 
reputation  on  account  of  tlie  sinking  of  the  De  Kalb,  but  have  exhibited  a  per- 
severance and  attention  to  duty  worthy  of  the  highest  praise;  their  labors  in 
recovering  their  guns  and  stores  will  not  be  surpassed  by  any  one  on  any  other 


I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  POItTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miss.  iSquadro%. 
Hon.  GriDEOiv  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


^  tkt  Baron  de  Kali. 


Sir:  In  the  last  expedition  I  sent  up  the  Yazoo  to  recover  the  Baron  de 
Kalb,  it  was  ascertained  that  she  was. too  much  damaged  to  save  her  hull,  two 
torpedoes  having  exploded  under  her,  tearing  her  bow  and  stern  all  to  pieces. 

Her  guns  and  stores  were  saved,  (with  the  exception  of  her  provisions,)  and 
part  of  her  machinery  taken  off.  The  water  was  falling  so  rapidly  that  the 
gunboats  were  obliged  to  return  precipitately  from  the  river,  to  escape  being 
kept  up  there  the  rest  of  the  season. 

The  iron  and  all  otber  portions  of  the  hull  were  removed,  to  prevent  it  being 
of  viae  to  the  enemy,  in  case  he  should  return  to  those  parts,  which  is  hot  likely, 
I  find  that  our  visits  to  the  Yazoo  river  cost  the  rebels  more  than  1  at  first  sup- 
posed. 

Captain  Walker  received  information  to  be  relied  on,  that,  besides  the  five 
large  steamers  destroyed  at  or  near  the  city  of  Yazoo,  Isaac  N.  Brown,  late 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy,  in  a  panic,  and  for  fear  they  would  fall 
H.  Ei.  Doc.  GD 36  CiOOqIc 
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into  Oiir  hands,  Bet  fire  to  and  sunk  foui-teei  others  imong  them  nin  larg(  ones 
the  luachineiy  of  which  was  intended  to  be  sent  to  b  Im  i  foi  tl  <■  f,iinhoits 
building  at  that  place.  Tiiia  makes  fourteen  Btp-imers  lost  to  the  enemy  on  the 
last  visit,  and  eight  on  the  second.  Conflrmatoiy  of  this  I  euUoai,  m  cxti-vct 
from  a  rebel  paper. 

There  are  no  more  steamers  on  the  Yazoo     the  laige  fleet  that  sought  refuge 
there,  as  the  safest  place  in  rebeldom,  have  aJl  been  i?e^troyed 

I  hear  to-day  that  Lieutenant  Oommandei   Bache  h\s  ciptuied  twf    rebel 
steamers  in  "White  river,  loaded  with  stoies — all  the  steameis  that  weie  up 
there.     I  have  received  no  official  report  ot  th    tiansaition  as  yi.t 
I  am,  sir,'  veiy  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  POETER, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Naoy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Engagement  at  ProBidmce. 

United  Statks  Gunboat  MorND  City, 

Lake  Providence,  Aicg?isl  9,  1863. 
Sib  :  The  last  of  General  Read's  brigade  left  this  place  on  the  7th  instant. 
Yesterday  momiag  the  notorioua  John  McNail,  captain  C.  S.  A.,  and  com- 
manding some  seventy  men,  made  a  raid  into  Providence  for  the  purpose  of 
stealing  mnlea  and  negroes,  a  large  number  of  the  latter  having  congregated 
there  during  its  occapaticn  by  the  army.  As  soon  as  he  made  his  appearance 
on  the  levee  I  opened  on  him  with  the  port  battery,  when  he  fled  to  the  woods 
in  great  confusion,  leaving  seven  dead  on  the  fields  back  of  Providence,  and 
I  doubt  not  many  more  wounded.  1  do  not  think  that  he  will  again  trouble 
the  banks  near  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  WILSON, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Miesissipjsi  Squadron. 


Raising  of  the  Cindnnati, 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Blacfc  Hawk, 

Cairo,  August  16,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Cincinnati  afloat  before  I  left  Vicks- 
bm-g.     We  raised  her  with  the  means  we  had  at  hand  without  any  expense.    I 

g,ve  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  F.  Richardson  charge  of  the  duty, 
e  worked  night  and  day  for  a  week,  and  was  rewarded  for  hie  labor  by  hia 
success.  He  fairly  dug  her  out  of  the  mud,  for  she  was  fall  inside  from  her 
keel  to  her  upper  deck.  She  waa  much  cut  up,  the  shot  going  through  and 
through  her,  but  we  will  soon  have  her  i-eady  for  service  agaiu.  May  I  ven- 
ture to  ask  that  the  department  will  notice  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Richardson's 
aeal  ?     Every  article  in  the  Cincinnati  was  saved. 

1  am  visiting  the  difi'erent  stations  on  the  river  as  far  as  this  place,  and  shall 
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return  as  soon  as  possible  below,  where  arraugements  are  being  tnadc  to  drire 
tlio  rebels  away  from  Louisiana 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  POUTER, 
Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Sqnadrott. 
Hon,  Gideon  Weli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navij,   Waddngton,  D.  G. 


Morgan's  raid  into  Indiana — services  of  the  gunboats  under  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander  Le  Roy  Fite.h. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Black  IIawk, 

Cairo,  Aiigvsi  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander 
Lo  Roy  Fitch  in  regard  to  the  late  Morgan  raid  iu  Indiana. 
I  am,  air,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Riport  af  lAeatmard  Cmvoiandet  Le  Ray  Eitiji. 

Umted  States  Steamer  Moose, 

Buffington  Island,  July  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  ttat,  since  my  last  reports  regarding  Morgan, 
I  have  followed  on  up  the  river,  keeping  on  his  right.  In  some  instances  I  was 
compelled  to  get  out  warps  to  get  over  the  falls,  shoals,  and  swift  water,  but  I 
had  determined  to  cut  him  off  at  all  hazards. 

This  morning  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  intercept  him  just  above  this  island, 
making  for  the  river  and  attempting  to  ford.  I  at  once  engaged  him,  drove 
him  from  the  banks,  and  captured  two  pieces  of  his  aitillery,  a  portion  of  his 
baggage  ti-ain,  horses,  small-arms,  &c.  During  this  time  General  Judab  waft 
pressing  on  his  lear. 

He  did  not  engage  us  over  an  honr,  when  his  forces  broke  in  the^utmost  cmi- 
fusion,  throwing  away  their  arms  and  clothing  and  taking  to  the  hills ;  a  portion, 
however,  moved  up  along  the  bank  in  hasty  retreat,  but  I  followed  them  so 
closely  that  they  soon  broke  and  disappeared  up  the  ravines  and  over  the  hille. 
In  this  column  moving  up  along  the  bank  were  several  bu^es  and  carriages, 
which  were  abandoned  to  ns.  One  of  the  cavi'iages,  in  which  Morgan  was  said 
to  be  ridhig,  was  upset  by  one  of  our  shells  and  both  horses  disabled.  Th& 
road  along  flie  bank  was  literally  strewn  with  hia  plunder,  such  as  cloth,  boots, 
shoes,  small-ariQS,  and  the  like,  hut  I  had  not  time  to  land  and  take  poasesaiotu 
of  these  things,  aa  I  wished  to  keep  on  up  the  river  with  the  remnant  of  \m 
scattered  band,  knowing  that  General  Judah  would  look  out  for  those  left  in 
the  rear.  About  lifteen  miles  above  this  point  I  again  fell  in  with  another  por- 
tion of  his  forces  fording.  The  current  was  so  very  swift  and  the  chamnd  so 
narrow  that  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  get  within  range  of  them.  As 
soon  as  possible  I  opened  fire  on  them,  killing  two  and  causing  many  of  the 
horses  to  leave  their  riders  in  the  water.  Some  had  already  got  across,  but 
many  put  back  and  again  took  up  the  river. 
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It  was  repnrted  afterwards  that  some  twenty-fiye  or  thirty  were  drowned.  1 
left  standing  on  botli  banks  some,  fifteen  or  twenty  hoi-ses  without  riders,  bnt 
had  not  time  to  stop  for  tiem.  Pushing  on  up  the  river,  I  agaiu  saw  another 
squad  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  ci-oseing,  but  could  not,  in  consequence  of 
very  slioal  and  swift  water,  get  within  range  of  them  till  they  had  cresset!. 

Having  reached  as  high  as  it  was  safe  for  mo  to  venttire  at  this  stage  of 
water,  and  tlie  river  still  falling,  I  dropped  down  below  Buffington  island,  whera 
I  will  remain  till  morning,  and  then  proceed  below  Leertaat  Falls. 

Allhough  I  could  get  but  two  vessels  (the  Mooseaud  Alleghany  Belle)  in  the 
engagement  to-day,  owing  to  the  numerona  shoals  and  shape  of  the  livei',  yet  I 
can  testify  to  the  energetic,  prompt,  and  efficient  part  the  officers  and  crewa  of 
the  steamers  Reindeer,  Waumkey,  Victory,  and  Springfield  took  in  the  chase. 

The  officei-s  and  crew  of  this  vessel  and  the  Alleghany  Belle  acted  in  the 
most  commendable  manner,  and  although  many  of  them  had  never  before  been 
under  fire,  they  did  their  duty  wclL 

I  know  not  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  hut  am  told  the 
enemy  suffered  sevei'ely,  and  that  nearly  the  entire  forco  was  captured. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LE  EOY  riTCH,  Lieut.  Com'dr. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

CoTTimcmdiag  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Complimentary  letters  from  Generals  Baraside  and  Cox. 

Mrssissippi  SauADHON,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

August  10,  1863. 
Sili :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  telegi-ams  received  from 
Generals  Burnside  and  Cos,  in  relation  to  tbo  operations  of  the  gunboats  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Le  Roy  Fiteh. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon,  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naoy,  'Washington,  D.  C 


Cincinnati,  Ju/^  31,  1S63. 
Sir:  It  affords  me  gi-eat  pleasure  to  boar  testimony  to  the  ef&cient  services 
performed  Uy  tlie  gunboats  of  the  Upper  Ohio  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  rebels  under  John 
H.  Morgan.  Too  much  pra.is6  cannot  be  awarded  tho  naval  department  at  this 
place  for  the  promptness  and  energy  manifested  iu  this  movement.  I  would 
also  gladly  hear  testimony  to  6he  fanltlcss  and  efficient  services  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter A,  H.  Bowen,  whose  hearty  and  energetic  co-operation  in  this  pursuit,  and, 
in  fact,  every  movement  of  bis  connected  with  the  navy  since  I  first  assumed 
command  of  this  department,  has  been  attended  with  moat  beneficial  results. 
The  brilliant  success  which  has  attended  the  joint  operations  of  the  ai'my  and 
navy  in  this  movement,  gives  abundant  evidence  of  tho  good  feeling  between 
these  two  efficient  arms  of  the  service,  and  promises  much  for  the  future  suceess 
of  all  such  operations. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  E.  EURNSIDE,  Major  Genm-al. 
Rear- Admiral  Pohter, 

Gommaftding  Mississippi  Fleet. 
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CiNCI\NATI,  0*71?,  July  31,  1863. 
Sir:  I  fake  pleaanre  in  stating  officially  the  high  appi-eciation  I  hafe  of  the 
services  of  tlie  gnnboata  of  the  Upper  Ohio  squadron,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Le  Eoy  Fiteh,  during  the  late  operations  againBt  the  force  of  the  rebel  General 
Morgan.  The  activity  and  energry  with  which  the  squadron  was  used  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  recrosBing  the  Ohio,  and  to  assist  in  his  capture,  were  worthy 
of  the  highest  praise.  I  also  am  glad  to  have  tlje  opportuaity  of  acknowledging 
the  valuable  services  rendered  by  Acting  Master  A.  H.  Boweo,  m  charge  of  the 
naval  rendezvous  here,  whose  zeal  in  every  work  which  could  make  the  navy 
efficient  in  its  co-operation  with  our  troops  has  been  most  benefieiil  to  the 
united  services.  The  mutual  good  understanding  thtts  shown  promises  much 
for  the  success  of  all  future  joint  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  OCX,  B:tgadier  General 
Rear- Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Cvngi-iUtilatorij  itlter  to  LiculnnaTit  Commandsr  he  Eo,J  Fitch. 

Navy  Department,  July  27,  1863, 
S]R:  Since  your  attachment  to  the  Mississippi  squadron,  it  has  becu  gratify- 
ing to  the  department  to  observe  the  commendable  zeal,  as  shown  by  reports  to 
it,  displayed  by  you  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  with  which  you  were  intrusted. 
In  affording  convoy  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers,  in  punishing 
and  dispersing  the  guerilla  bands  which  infested  the  banks  of  those  sti'eams,  and 
in  your  timely  and  important  assistance  to  the  garrison  of  Fort  Donelaon,  when 
attacked  on  the  3d  of  February  last,  by  the  rebels  under  General  Wheeler  and 
others,  you  have  acted  with  promptness  and  reflected  credit  on  the  naval  service. 
Your  recent  pursuit  of  the  flying  guerilla  Morgan — following  hint  upwards  of 
five  hundred  miles,  intercepting  him  and  fnistrating  him  in  his  attempt  to  recroas 
the  Ohio,  capturing  his  train,  a  portion  of  his  guns,  and  routing  his  oand,  all  of 
which  materially  crippled  his  strength,  and  led  to  his  final  capture,  gives  addi- 
tional evidence  of  your  zeal  and  ability,  and  reflects  additional  credit  on  the 
service  and  youraelf. 

The  department  takes  pleasure  in  expressing  its  appreciation  of  your  merito- 
rioau  services,  and  thanks  you  and  those  under  your  command  for  yonr  many 
blows  to  the  rebellion  and  active  measures  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  Union. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  "WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieut.  Oom'dr  Le  Eoy  Fitch,  U.  S.  M"., 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Mooae,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Expiedition  up  White  river,  under  Ijiculimaiit  Commander  G.  M.  Baclie. 

Mississippi  SauAOBopJ, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Cairo,  Avgvat  24,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Bache  in  relation  to 
the  White  river  expedition.    The  report  is  interesting,  showing  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  that  region  of  country,  where  the  rebels  must  have  been  much  surprised 
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to  see  our  gunboats.  Lieutenant  Baclie  also  sends  notice  tliat  Lieutenant  Dun- 
niiigton  (captured  in  command  of  Arkansas  Post)  is  fitting  out,  at  Little  Rock, 
the  Ponteliartrain,  the  last  ram  the  rehels  have  in  these  waters.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  see  her  this  side  of  the  shoals  that  have  prevented  us  from  reaching  her  here- 
Very  respectfully,  youv  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  rOtlTER, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mississ-ippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  'rf  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieaienant  CommandtT  G,  M.  Backs. 

ITnitgd  States  Stkamek  Lexington, 

Clarendon,  August  16,  3  863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  yesterday,  after  aa 
■entirely  succesaful  expedition  of  three  days  with  this  boat,  the  Cricket,  and 
]V£arniora. 

At  Dea  Arc,  oui  hist  stopping  place,  we  burnt  a  large  warehouse  fiiled  with 
confederate  corn,  meal  &c  destioyed  the  telegraph  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  and 
obtained  some  information  that  we  wanted  from  the  eitiaens,  three  of  whom  I 
seized  and  brought  down  to  General  Davidson. 

The  second  muimng,  having  arrived  off  the  moutb  of  Little  Red  river,  a 
narrow  and  tortuous  tributary  of  the  White,  I  sent  the  Cricket  up  after  the 
steamers  Tom  Gregg  [Suggs]  and  Kaskaskia,  (which  I  had  reason  to  believe 
were  hid  np  there,)  while  with  the  Marmora  and  this  vessel  proceeded  on  to 
Angusta,  thirty  miles  ftirther,  and  seventy-five  miles  from  Jacksonport. 

Here  my  information  as  to  the  rebel  army  was  confirmed,  aud  one  object  of 
the  expedition  accomplished.  The  grand  southern  army  was  concentrating  at 
Brownsville,  intending  to  make  their  line  of  defence  on  Bayou  moantains. 
Price  was  there,  and  Kirby  Smith  in  Little  Rock ;  Marmaduke  had  recrossed 
the  White  some  days  before,  and  was  then  crossing  Little  Red.  Having 
received  this  information,  I  pushed  down  stream  again,  aud  leaving  the  Marmora 
off  the  mouth,  went  up  the  Little  Red  with  the  Lexington.  When  about  twenty- 
five  miles  up,  and  nearly  as  high  as  we  could  go,  we  met  the  Cricket  with  her 
two  prizes,  which  she  had  capt"red  at  Scurcy,  fifteen  miles  further  on.  She 
also  destroyed  there  Marmadnke's  pontoon  bridge,  leaving  a  portion  of  his 
brigade  ou  the  other  side  of  the  stream.  When  a  few  miles  above  us  the  Cricket 
bad  been  fired  into  by  a  portion  of  Marmadnke's  men,  when  several  soldiers 
(of  whom  we  carried  up  about  one  hundred  and  fifty)  and  Mr.  Morehead,  of  the 
Cricket,  were  wounded.  After  meeting  her,  about  dusk,  wo  were  all  again 
attacked  by  sharpshooters,  without  any  damage,  however.  Oaptaiu  Lfingtborna 
I  cannot  thank  too  much  for  his  zeal,  efficiency,  and  judgment,  not  only  on  this 
occasion,  but  ever  since  under  my  command. 

With  the  prizes  were  captured  the  enclosed  list  of  prisoners,  fourteen  bales  of 
cotton,  three  horses,  and  a  few  arms. 

The  Tom  Gregg  is  a  fine  little  side-wheel  boat,  and  I  think  would  make  an 
excellent  light- draught  gunboat  for  these  rivers. 

The  Kastaskia,  also  a  side-wheel,  though  a  somewhat  older  boat,  has  still  a 
good  hull.  For  the  present,  having  officered  and.  manned  them,  and  put  a  how- 
itzer oa  each,  I  shall  retain  them  to  co-operate  with  the  army,  who  are  much  in 
need  of  transports  all  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  White  and  Little  Red 
as  far  as  we  went.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  on  tlio  one,  and  forty  on  the 
other,  we  found  the  isolated  farmers  glad  to  see  us,  and  many  Union  demon- 
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stiatiun-i  wpro  made.     I  am  satisfied  the  people  here  would  be  glad  to  see  us  in. 
po'ise.-'ium 

Thi  capture  of  the  two  boata,  the  only  means  of  transportation  the  rebels 
had  on  this  river,  is  a  severe  blow  to  them ;  and,  at  this  time,  the  boats  can  be 
made  of  great  service  to  ns. 

Going  up  the  river  we  were  not  at  all  molested;  but  coming  down  were  fired 
on  with  small  ai-ms  from  almost  every  available  spot,  though  by  no  veiy  la;^e 
number  of  men. 

The  river  is  Btill  high,  though  falling  at  the  rate  of  twenty-four  inches  in 
forty- eight  hours. 

I  shidi  send  the  Lexington  down  to-morrow.  The  Marmora,  Cricket,  and 
Romeo  are  all  leaking  severely,  and  otherwise  out  of  repair. 

The  advance  division  of  General  Steele's  command  arrived  yesterday.  I  have 
no  doubt  onr  army  will  be  able  to  drive  the  enemy  from  theii  line  of  defence  on 
Bayou  mountains  into  Texae. 

Enclosed  I  hand  the  report  of  Captain  Langthome,  of  the  Cricket. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  M.  BAGHE, 
Lieiitenant,  Comd'g  'White  River  Expedition. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portbb, 

CoTnmanding  Mississippi  Sqtiadron. 


Rtporl  fff  Acting  Yi>  unltiT  Lieattmmt  A.  R  Lcaigrhome. 

United  States  Steambk  Cricket, 

August  15,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  up  Little  Red  river  at  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  About  ten  miles  up  I  hailed  some  men  on  the  baok,  inquiring  of  them  if 
the  steamers  Suggs  and  Kaskaskia  were  up  the  river.  They  said  one  of  them 
had  passed  a  short  time  before.  I  continued  on  up,  saw  some  rebel  pickets  at 
West  Point,  and  made  further  inquiries  about  the  steamboats,  which  satisfied 
me  they  wei'e  up  the  river.  We  arrived  at  Scurcy's  landing  at  3  o'clock  p.  m., 
and  the  two  steamers,  the  Thiimas  Suggs  and  Kaskaskia.  I  landed  die  infantry, 
and  put  officers  on  board  the  steamers;  had  them  fired  up  ready  to  start.  The 
rebels  had  a  fine  pontoon  bridge  built  across  the  river,  which  I  effectually 
destroyed.  We  then  left  for  down  river.  At  3  o'clock  took  on  fourteen  bales 
of  cotton  on  our  way.  As  we  arrived  near  West  Point  we  were  fived  upon  by 
the  rebel  sharpshooters  ;  the  engagement  lasted  about  an  hour,  wounding  nine 
of  our  men,  one  morially,  (since  died.)  Mr.  Morehead  was  piloting  the  Kas- 
kaskia ;  he  stood  at  the  wheel  nobly  until  disabled ;  he  received  two  shots,  and 
fell.  Hr.  Lightner  wjw  pilot  of  the  Sugga.  During  the  engagement  he  stood 
at  his  post  without  flinching.  Mr.  Claycomb,  pilot  of  the  Cricket,  also  showed 
great  bravery  and  coolness.  Surgeon  Bodman,  although  sick,  attended  to  the 
wounded  with  much  credit.  Every  officer  and  man  deserves  great  praise  for 
the  manner  iu  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 
Very  lespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAKGTHOIINE, 
Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy,  Corn'dg  V.  8.  S.  Cricket. 
George  W.  Bache, 

Jjieutenant,  Commanding  White  Riner  Squadron. 
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Affairs  on  Red  river. —  Capture  of  rebel  paymasters  and  smnency. 
Mississipi'i  Squadron, 
Flag- Ship  General  Lyons,  off  Cairo,  September  15, 1863. 

Sm  :  1  have  juet  returned  From  tbe  mouth  of  Ited  river,  where  I  went  to  see 
what  could  be  done  to  co-operate  with  General  Banks.  As  I  knew  beforehand, 
the  river  was  quite  dry  in  places,  and  a  dry  bar  formed  aeroaa  the  head  of  Old 
river.  All  I  could  do  was  to  plant  thi-ee  guns  on  scows — a  100-ponuder  rifle, 
a  X-inch,  and  a  IX-ineh — close  to  the  bar  to  command  the  entrance  to  the 
Atchafalaya.  This  will  pieveut  steamers  passing  to  and  fro.  If  the  military 
officers  would  confer  with  me  a  little  more  freely,  I  could  give  them  hydro- 
OTaphic  infoimation  which  they  cannot  get  elsewhere,  and  enable  them  to  time 
Uieii;  expeditions  so  that  they  may  have  naval  co-opei'ation. 

The  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  Ked  river  were  unable  to  enter  and  co-operate 
with  the  army  at  the  attack  on  Harrisonburg.  The  rebels  blew  up  the  works 
as  our  troops  advanced,  and  set  fire  to  tbe  casemates ;  they  also  destroyed  all 
their  ammunition,  which  ends  the  stronghold  on  the  Washita.  I  am  soiTy  to 
aay  that  the  guns  were  not  brought  away,  except  two  field-pieces,  or  destroyed. 

The  river  below  seems  quiet.  There  has  been  but  one  attempt  made  to 
obstiuct  commerce  or  transportation.  A  body  of  guerillas,  five  hundred  strong, 
on  the  30th  August,  attacked  the  gunboat  Champion  from  behind  the  levee, 
while  she  was  convoying  a  body  of  troops  below.  The  troops  passed  on  safely, 
and  the  Champion  stopped  and  fought  the  rebels  until  she  made  ihem  retire, 
losing  some  of  their  men,  report  says  fifty-seven.  They  have  not  been  heard 
of  since,  excepting  that  they  were  falling  back  on  Alexandria,  General  Herroa 
having  given  chase  to  them  with  hie  division.  The  only  way  to  keep  guerillas 
down  is  to  chase  them  up  with  troops.  Gunboats  can  ouly  drive  them  away 
temporarily. 

As  I  came  up  I  overtook  a  part  of  the  marine  brigade,  under  Colonel  Curry. 
He  reported  to  me  that  he  had  jnst  captured  at  Bolivar  three  rebel  paymasters 
with  two  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  confederate  money  to  pay 
o£f  the  soldiere  at  Little  Rock.  He  also  captured  the  escort,  consisting  of 
thirty-five  men. 

This  will  not  improve  the  dissatisfaction  now  existing  in  Price's  army  ;  and 
the  next  news  we  hear  will  he  that  General  Steele  has  possession  of  Little 
Eoclt.  The  gnnboats  pick  up  deserters  every  day,  who  say  that  the  rebels 
don't  intend  to  fight  in  Arkansas  ;  and  that  with  proper  steps  Arkansas  will  be 
in  the  Union  again  in  forty  days. 

Lieutenant  Bache  captured  a  Colonel  Matock,  who  was  on  a  conscription 
expedition,  and  it  gave  nniveraal  satisfaction  to  all  the  people. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  rORTEE, 

Rear-Adndral. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Expedition  to  Red  river. — Destruction  of  rebel 

Mississippi  S«uadron, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Cairo,  October  17,  1863. 
8)  R  r  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  7th  of  October  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  James  B.  Conthouy,  having  received  information  that  a  rebel  s 


Goo>i|c 


ARMORED   VESSELS.  009 

was  tied  up  to  tlie  bank  on  Red  river,  fitted  out  an  expedition  under  ehargo  of 
Acting  Chief  Engineer  Tliomaa  Doughty,  witL  twenty  men,  and  Mr.  Hobhs,  who 
cioseed  over  from  the  Mississippi  to  Red  river,  and  after  gieat  labor  in  getting 
through  the  entanglements  of  the  bushes  and  othei'  undergrowth,  Mr.  Doughty 's 
party  got  a  sight  of  the  steamer  lying  at  the  bank. 

He  managed  to  get  up  to  her  and  capture  her.  A  few  moments  afterwards 
he  was  enabled  to  capture  another  one,  and  found  himself  in  possession  of  two 
Bteamei-s  and  nine  prisoners,  one  of  tiie  prisonerB  an  aid  to  tlie  rebel  General 
Taylor.  The  rebel  officer  had  been  sent  up  expressly  for  the  last  steamer,  the 
Fulton,  (a  very  fine  boat,)  to  ferry  some  troops  across  the  Atchafalaya,  and  the 
other  was  one  of  the  few  boots  the  rebels  eodd  get  provisions  by  from  the  sea- 
board. 

Mr.  Doughty,  findiog  he  could  not  get  the  ateamers  over  the  bar  and  out  of 
Ited  river,  set  fire  to  them,  and  burnt  them  up. 

This  is  a  great  loss  to  the  rebels  at  ibis  moment,  as  it  cuts  off  their  means  of 
operating  across  that  part  of  Atchafalaya  whei-e  they  lately  came  over  to  attack 
Morganzia.  This  capture  will  deter  others  fi-om  coming  down  Red  river.  The 
affair  was  well  managed,  and  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  expedition 
deserve  great  credit  for  the  share  they  took  in  it, 

1  enclose  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Dooghty's  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE,  Rcar-Admiral 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington. 


Etparl  of  Acting  Gtdef  Engineer  Thomas  Dc'Ogh'y. 

United  States  Stgameu  Osage, 

Of  Mrs.  Jontec's,  October  7,  1863. 
;  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I,  with  a  party  of  twenty  men,  with  the 
Qce  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  started  for  Red  river  this  morning.  An-iving  at  Red 
river,  I  could  see  no  signs  of  a  steamboat.  I  divided  the  party,  sending  eight 
men  down  the  river  to  look  into  the  bend  below,  and  with  twelve  started  up  the 
river.  When  we  had  travelled  abont  half  a  mile  I  saw  the  ehinuieys  of  a 
steamer.  The  woods  were  found  so  dense  that  we  could  not  penetrate  them, 
and  the  only  alternative  was  to  advance  in  sight.  The  steamer  was  on  the 
opposite  aide  of  the  river,  and  I  feared  those  on  board  might  see  us  in  time  to 
escape  before  we  were  near  enough  to  use  our  rifles.  No  one  saw  us,  and  we 
chose  a  spit  opposite  her,  where  we  could  see  any  one  who  attempted  to  escape. 
I  hailed  her;  two  men  were  seen  to  nin  forward  and  disappear.  I  directed 
three  files  on  the  right  to  Are,  The  fire  brought  the  men  out,  and  at  my  com- 
rnaud  they  brought  to  my  aide  of  the  river  two  skiffs  which  belonged  to  the 
boat.-  I  was  about  to  embark  a  party  ia  burn  her,  when  I  heard  a  steamboat 
descending  the  river.  I  ordered  the  men  out  of  eight,  behind  a  large  log  and 
some  bushes,  and  in  two  minntes  I  saw  a  steamer  round  the  point  above.  I 
waited  until  she  was  within  400  yards,  and  showed  myself,  and  ordered  her  to 
atop.  She  did  so,  and  I  found  myself  in  possession  of  nine  prisoners  and  two 
steamboats.  I  knew  I  could  not  get  them  out  of  the  river,  and  I  ordered  the 
destruction  of  the  firat  one  captuvetl,  named  the  Argus,  and  embarked  on  board 
the  second,  the  Robert  Futl,ou,  and  steamed  down  to  the  landing  where  I  first 
struck  the  river,  where  I  ordered  her  to  be  set  on  fire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  she 
was  one  mass  of  flame.  She  was  the  better  vessel  of  the  two,  and  was  valued 
by  her  owwer  at  $75,000.  Neither  of  them  had  any  cai'go  on  board.  1  captured 
all  the  officers  of  the  boats,  and  one  first  lieutenant  in  the  confederate  army,  and 
three  negroes, 
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Names  of  oncers  of  the  Argus. — Captain  George  Fraper,  Chief  Engineer 
James  Goodwin, 

Names  of  the  officers  of  the  Robert  FvUon.—Ci&^ia\n  J.  F.  Saundera,  Chief 
Engineer  A.  S.  Auld,  Mate  Wiliiani  telly,  Pilot  WQUam  C.  Smith,  Krat  As- 
aiataiit  Engineer  G.  W.  Cliapman,  Carpenter  J.  Chat-aigner. 
Name  of  army  officer. — Firet  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Avery. 
Arms  taken. — 1  Enfield  lifle,  3  double-barrelled  sliot-guns,  3  revolvers. 
All  of  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted. 

THOMAS  DOUGHTY, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieat.  J,  V.  Couthouv,  U,  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Osage. 

Jontee's,  or  Gentry's,  is  about  three  miles  below  Union  Point. 

J,  P.  OOUTHOUY,   Commanding. 


Attach  upon  General  Dana  at  Morganzia. — Co-operation  of  ilie  navy. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flag-S?dp  B/o'^h  Hawk,  Cairo,  October  18,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  i-eport  from  Lieutenant 
Commander  James  P.  Foster,  commanding  second  district  of  this  squadron,  in 
relation  to  operations  in  his  district. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETKR. 
Hon.  GiDEo.\  "Welles, 

/  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Lafayette, 

Morganzia,  September  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  the  advanced  guard  of  General  Dana  was  attacked  hy  Gen- 
eral Green  some  five  or  six  miles  from  Morganaia,  and  we  lost  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  (450)  men  in  prisoners,  killed,  and  wounded. 

I  immediately  went  up  to  Morganaia  with  the  Kenwood,  to  co-operate  with 
General' Dana,  and  the  arrival  of  the  gunboats  was  hailed  by  their  forces  with 
perfect  delight. 

On  the  following  day  I  moved  up  the  Lafayette,  and  have  no  doubt  by  this 
means  fhe  enemy  were  deterred  from  attacking  General  Dana  in  his  position  at 
Morgaiizia,  as  they  had  about  four  brigades  to  do  it  with,  while  our  forces  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  fifteen  hundred.  I  shall  return  to-mowow  with  the 
Labette  to  Bayou  Sara,  leaving  the  Signal  and  Neoaha  at  Morganzia. 

We  have  captured  here  and  in  Morganaia  about  eight  or  ten  prisoners,  one 
major,  one  captain,  and  one  lieutenant,  which  I  have  turned  over  to  the  general 
commanding  at  Moi^anaia.  Everything  below  Bayou  Sara  is  quiet.  Scott,  the 
guerilla,  is  still  outside  of  Bayou  Sara,  doing  pretty  much  as  he  pieces,  bat 
gives  the  Lafayette  a  wide  berth.  It  is  his  men  that  I  have  been  capturing, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  P.  F08TEE, 
lAeutenanf  Commander,  Com'dg  Second  District. 
Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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MISCELLANEOUS   llEPOiiTS. 


Rear -Admiral  Goldxhorough's  opinion  of  iron-clads. 

Washinuton  City,  February  36,  1S64. 

SiB  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  beg  to  Bnbmit  the  following  remarks 
on  tlie  subject  of  iron-clads ; 

The  problem  ia  yet,  so  to  speak,  bnt  inchoate.  In  truth,  the  still  continued 
and  startling  developments  in  ordnance  are  alone  enough  to  keep  it  in  aheyauce. 
They,  in  short,  together  with  the  general  use  of  steam  and  the  substitntion  of 
iron  for  wood,  have  completely  ignored  and  consigned  to  history  numerous  ideas 
formerly  regarded  as  fundamental,  and  thus  imposed  a  ■atw  necessity  for  others 
in  their  stead,  many  of  which,  to  say  the  least,  are  extremely  perplexing. 
Hence  the  remarkable  state  of  transition  which  now  pervades  the  naval  woild. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  done,  and  the  enonnous  ospenditnres  in- 
curred, to  secure  an  invulnerable  hull  throughout,  and  to  guard,  at  the  same 
thne,  against  too  great  a  sacrifice  of  sea  qualities  and  other  essential  attributes, 
but,  at  least,  an  indifferent  success  has  been  reached  in  any  quarter,  and  this 
condition  of  things,  coupled  with  an  apjjreciation  of  the  inherent  difficulties 
involved,  has  already  induced  some  respectable  minds  abroad,  if  not  among 
ourselves,  to  despair  of  accomplishing  much  more.  The  efficiency  or  intviuaio 
worth  of  an  iron-clad,  intended  for  the  ocean  or  for  coast  purposes,  is  to  be 
estimated  according  to  her  strength  throughout  every  part  of  the  hull,  her  sea 
qualities,  the  disposition  and  character  of  her  battery,  and  the  ability  of  its  tise 
in  all  cases  of  fighting  weather;  the  efficiency  of  height  of  her  deck  above  the 
water  to  resist  the  vauUing  effiDrts  of  a  spoon-bowed  opponent ;  the  substantive 
protection  afforded  by  her  plating ;  her  capacity  to  move  rapidly  and  turn 
quickly ;  her  space  for  requisite  accommodations  ;  and  (pardon  the  word)  her 
habitahility. 

These  are  the  essential  properties  that  constitute  the  offensive  and  defensive 
powera  of  the  vessel,  and  all  of  them  bear  so  intimately  upon  efficiency  that  no 
one  of  them  can  be  disregarded  or  neglected  with  impunity.  To  unite  them 
all  in  one  hull,  ivith  sufficient  harmony,  is  the  problem  in  view,  and,  I  repeat, 
it  is  one  yet  to  be  solved. 

The  Warrior,  the  chef  d'mmrre  of  iron-clads,  in  the  minds  of  some,  has  been 
produced,  but  it  is  vain  to  claim  for  her  the  renown  of  embodying  its  solution, 
when  we  are  told,  unquestionably,  that  she  rolls  in  a  sea-way  38  degrees,  and 
when  we  know  that  the  ditto  of  her  sides  has  been  both  penetrated  and 
smashed  readily ;  that  her  extremities  are  unguarded,  and  that  her  capacity  to 
turn  quickly  depends  upon  the  efforts  of  a  solitary  screw  acting  npon  her  great 
length. 

Apart  from  the  consideration  of  the  effect  of  plating  upon  sea  qualities,  strain 
of  bottom,  &c.,  costly  and  carefully  conducted  experiments  affoi-d  us  no  hope 
that  a  sea-going  vessel-of-wax  can  be  covered  with  iron  tkroughout  her  vulner- 
able parts,  BO  as  to  render  her  proof  against  the  penetration  of  rifle  projectiles 
at  even  a  tolerably  near  fighting  distance,  or  against  the  stilt  more  destructive 
effects  of  large  round  shot,  impinging  with  high  velocity. 

It  ie  very  clear  that  no  vessel  confined  to  rational  dimensions  can  suiiport, 
throughout  her  exposed  parts,  more  than  a  very  limited  thickness  of  iron  plating ; 
and,  already,  a  greater  thickness  perhaps  than  she  can  thus  support,  and  still 
remain  fit  for  the  ocean,  has  been  penetrated  even  by  shells,  under  certain  favor- 
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able  conditions.  They,  at  any  rate,  when  of  great  size  an<l  with  large  bursting 
charges,  have  hcen  made  to  penetrate  a  thicltness  of  at  least  live  and  a  half 
inches,  and  to  do  destructive  emaabing  work  besides.  But  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  penetration  is  not  indispensable  to  the  destruction  of  either  plates 
or  vessel.  Any  iron  plate  that  can  be  applied  to  a  vessel — indeed,  I  might 
perhaps  say  any  that  caii  be  forged — can  be  smashed  to  pieces  by  the  i-ound 
shot,  if  not  sheila,  of  a  poiverful  gun;  acd,  again,  any  iroo  vessel  certainly  can 
be  sunk  by  such  projectiles  in  the  absence  of  entire  penetration  on  the  part  of 
any  of  them.  The  blows  received  must  necessarily  be  expended  upon  her — 
must  be  taken  up  by  her — and,  ultimately,  their  effect  in  die  way  of  vibration 
would  be  to  break  net  fastenings  of  rivets,  and  thus  produce,  beyond  question, 
I  think,  a  destructive  leak,  more  especially  if  delivei-ed  from  a  concentrated 
broadside  of  eucb  gnna  against  a  vessel  with  a  thin  or  wealc  bottom,  in  compaa-ison 
with  her  upper  works.  The  strength  of  bottom,  compared  with  that  of  upper 
works,  of  an  ordinary  wooden  vessel,  is  much  greater  than  it  is  or  can  be  in 
any  iron-clad ;  yet,  it  is  obvious  that  no  vessel  requires  such  absolute  strength, 
in  this  particular,  as  the  latter.  It  is  a  feature  of  vital  importance,  and  one, 
therefore,  deserving  the  most  serious  attention. 

The  destruction '  of  plates  by  the  process  of  smashing  would  undoubtedly 
result  for  more  disasti'ously  to  the  vessel  than  though  they  were  simply  pene- 
tiated  by  non-explosive  projectiles,  or  rifle  bolts,  elsewhere  than  below  the 
water-line. 

Iron  conveys  vibration  with  wonderful  facility,  and  is  therefore  regarded  as 
a  perfect  conductor  in  this  respect ;  and,  hence,  a  leak  in  the  bottom  of  an 
iron-clad  once  prediiccd,  as  mentioned,  could  scarcely  fail  to  spread  itself  rapidly, 
and  thus,  in  all  pi-obability,  consign  her  to  the  bottom  either  during  a  contest 
or  no  great  while  afterwards. 

The  Weehawken  had  been  struck  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  times  by 
the  projectiles  of  the  enemy  up  to  the  time  of  her  sinking  in  the  harbor  of 
Charieston,  a  few  weeks  after  her  last  engagement,  and  it  would  be  well,  I 
think,  to  ascertain,  on  her  recovery,  the  real  cause  of  the  disaster.  It  may  have 
proceeded  from  vibration  produced  by  shot. 

If  any  solid  beneiit  is  to  be  derived  from  iron  plating  applied  to  a  sea-going 
vessel — any  benefit  commensm'ate  with  its  cost  and  probable  efficacy — it  is  quite 
apparent  to  my  mind  that  it  is  only  to  be  done  by  limiting  its  use  to  her  most 
vitally  exposed  parts,  and  having  it  of  such  practicable  thickness  as  to  secure 
immunity  in  those  places  against  the  explosive  effect  of  shells  generally,  and 
against  the  damaging  effect  of  other  projectiles  striking  obliquely,  or  otherwise 
unfavorably  to  the  material  injury  of  iron ;  and  the  vessel  so  provided,  when, 
required  to  perform  iightiug  service  in  harbors  or  rivers,  might  liave  chain  cables 
faked  over  the  nuplated  parts  of  her  hull  as  a  temporary  expedient.  In  con- 
nexion with  this  way  of  using  plates,  effective  water-tight  bnlkheads  are  indis- 
pensable, A  hull  arranged  after  this  fashion,  with  tun-els  for  the  battery,  is,  I 
conceive,  about  all  that  can  be  done  in  the  way,of  plating  with  iron,  consist- 
ently witli  all  the  considerations  involved ;  and  even  this  would  be  of  but  poor 
account  unless  the  other  elements  of  efficiency  mentioned  above  were  duly 
secured. 

Among  those  elements  is  that  of  celerity  in  turning,  and  as  it  is  a  point  to 
which  sufficient  attention  has  not  been  given  hitherto,  I  wish  to  impress  my 
convictions  in  regard  to  it. 

Every  iron-clad,  as  a  matter  of  course,  should  be  an  nnexeeptiooable  ram ; 
or,  in  other  words,  susceptible  herself  of  being  used  as  a  projectile.  This, 
however,  cannot  he  the  case  unless  she  can  be  directed  with  a  great  degree  of 
promptness  to  any  desired  quarter,  or  turned  with  every  degree  of  quickness 
necessary.  But  celerity  in  turning  is  not  to  be  estimated  only  by  the  advantage 
it  gives  in  offensive  rnovcments,  for  it  is  also  of  the  greatest  consequence  in 
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dafeaHive  operatioas,  and,  as  an  instance,  it  cirafera  the  power  to  parry,  gener- 
ally, the  intended  blow  of  an  antagonist  ram,  if  not  to  avoid  it  altogetker 
frequently.  The  offensive  and  defensive  qualities  of  a  ve^pel-of-war  aie  bo 
inseparably  connected  that  each,  generally,  if  not  always,  constitutes  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  other.     They,  in  fact,  occapya  Siamese  relation, 

111  regarding  the  value  of  celerity  in  iurning.  it  may  be  well  to  con'tider  the 
fact  that  it  is  utterly  idle  to  attempt  the  eoustniction  of  a  sea  vessel  with  the 
hope  of  rcndei-ing  her  able  to  resist  the  blow  of  a  formidable  ram  No  com- 
bination of  any  materials  known  can  possibly  accomplish  this  end.  Even  the 
Warrior,  although  a  vessel  of  vast  ahe  and  enonnous  strength,  could  be  crushed 
by  a  ramming  blow  from  the  Dictator,  as  though  she  were  nothing  mote  than 
an  immense  egg.  Indeed,  she  eowld  be  crushed  to  deatniction  by  a  blow  of  the 
sort  from  a  vessel  great! ,  inferior  to  the  Dictator  in  momentum.  To  appreciate 
these  assertions  fully,  scai-cely  moi-e  is  nec^aaiy  than  to  compute  the  momentum 
of  the  Dictator  arising  from  her  weight  of  4,500  tons,  when,  at  her  normal 
draught  of  twenty  feet,  impelled  with  a  velocity  of  fifteen  knots  per  hour,  or 
twenty-five  feet  per  second.  It  sums  up  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  miiliona 
of  pounds,  and  is,  therefore,  equal,  in  point  of  shock,  to  that  of  a  hall  weighing 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand  pounds  {more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million) 
etriking  with  a  velocity  of  one  thonsand  feet  per  second ;  or,  to  that  of  an  iron 
ball,  ten  feet  two  and  three-quarter  inches  in  diameter,  striking  with  that  velocity. 

This  comparison,  it  will  be  perceived,  concerns  only  the  force  of  the  blow. 
As  to  whether  the  vessel  or  ball  would  produce  the  gi-eater  destructive  effect, 
the  very  wedge-shaped  and  cutting  bow  of  the  former,  contrasted  with  the  bluff 
front  tbe  Litter  would  necessarily  have  to  present,  is,  I  suppose,  enough  to  settle 
the  question. 

To  my  apprehension  the  Dictator,  with  'a  velocity  of  fifteen  knots,  on  striking 
favorably  for  the  purpose  any  sea  vessel  whatever  that  either  now  esiats  or  ever 
will  exist,  would  infallibly  cause  her  to  separate  almost  immediately  into  two 
parts.  Even  an  oblique  blow  from  her  might  work  terrific  results,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  certain  that  a  direct  one  would  not  be  sufficient  to  split  an  iceberg  of 
formidable  dimensions.  Nor,  judging  from  what  is  known  of  kindred  collisions, 
would  the  probability  of  (scaping  disasti-ous  injury  on  delivering  the  blow 
against  even  a  vessel  of  thn  "Warrior's  stamp  be  unfavoi^ble  to  the  Dictator  if 
oiily  her  bottom  were  much  better  calculated  than  it  la  to  withstand  violent 
vibration,  and  as  strong  as  it  seems  to  me  it  ought  to  have  been  made  to  be  in 
keeping  with  hei  mafesive  and  pondeioua  upper  works  and  the  kind  of  seivice 
she  13  habit  to  be  called  upon  to  lender? 

Bnt  to  leturn  to  the  point  ot  telcrity  in  turning,  no  pnctieil  moans  m  my 
judgment  should  be  neglected  moie  particularly  in  the  construction  of  m  i  on 
clad  to  secure  this  caidinal  quality  and,  drawing  my  conclusions  i  om  e"!. 
peiiments  ihat  have  been  made  and  discussions  that  have  foUo  ved  then  I  am 
mdnced  to  think  that  the  system  of  turn- screws  and  indcp>,ndent  engine  affmds 
the  very  best  means  extant  of  aecomplishing  the  purpose. 

With  the  same  application  of  power,  it  is  said  to  afford  not  only  a  higher 
velocity  thaa  the  single  screw,  bnt  a  vastly  superior  facility  in  turning.  The 
simple  fact  that  backing  on  one  aide,  and  going  ahead  on  the  other,  can  take 
place  simultaneoualy,  id  enough  to  settle  the  point.  And  there  ia  also  claimed 
for  it  another  great  advantage,  the  facility  of  steering  independently  of  the 
rudder,  or  of  guiding  effectually  when  the  rudder  can  oo  longer  be  used,  by 
merely  vaiyiag  the  force  ,of  either  screw  according  to  circumstances.  These  are 
bat  the  more  prominent  advantages  of  the  system.  There  are  othei-s  of  an  in- 
cidental character  which  are  regn-ded  as  of  consequence,  but  it  ia,  perhaps, 
unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  them  on  this  occasion.  I  will  remark,  how- 
ever, that  Uiis  system  of  propulsion  is  extending  il^elf  in  England,  if  not  else- 
where. 
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Velocity,  involving  aa  it  does  the  capacity  of  prompt  presentatioQ  wherever 
required — of  making,  in  effect,  the  veasel  herself  a  terrific  projectile ;  of  tnrniug 
rapidly,  and  of  avoiding  hostile  deinooatrations  whenever  necessary — is  of  such 
primary  importance  that  an  insufficiency  is  to  he  regarded  aa  fatal  to  efficiency. 
With  regard  to  tlie  interesting  and  mooted  question  of  guns  best  suited  for  an 
rOQ-clad,  which  must  of  necessity  be  comparatively  few,  owing  to  the  large  pro- 
portion of  floating  power  absorbed  in  giving  requisite  strength,  and  by  the  ap- 
plication of  plates,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  impression  that,  as  a  very  general 
rule,  those  adapted  to  round  shot  are  greatly  to  he  preferred,  provided  they  be 
of  the  largest  calibre  that  can  be  used  with  facility  and  safety,  and  at  the  same 
time  calculated  to  throw  their  shot  with  a  high  initial  velocity;  and  I  say  this 
because  I  attach  a  much  higher  consequence,  on  the  score  of  general  destructive 
efiect,  to  the  smashing  influence  of  soljd  round  shot  than  to  the  boring  results 
of  rifle  projectiles,  not  that  I  am  disposed,  however,  by  any  means,  to  ignore 
rifled  guns,  but  that  I  am  inclined  to  a  restriction  of  their  use,  and  to  make 
ttem  the  exception  and  never  the  rule  either  for  iron-clads  or  any  other  claea  of 
war  vessel.  In  truth,  the  work  to  bedone  should  he  the  criterion  of  choice  between 
the  two,  or  with  regard  to  their  association.  If,  for  instance,  the  object  to  be 
accomplished  were  one  on  shore,  within  the  effective  reach  of  the  rifie,  but 
beyond  that  of  the  smooth-bore,  it  is  clear  that  the  latter  would  be  quite  use- 
less for  the  occasion ;  but,  on  th.e  other  hand,  if  it  were  assailable  effectually  by 
the  latter,  the  preference,  to  my  view,  aa  a  very  general  thing,  should  be  given  to 
it,  using  the  other,  however,  in  a  complementary  way,  or  to  the  extent  that 
it  would  probably  facilitate  smashing  by  boring.  Ooasidering,  though,  the 
general  purpoaea  an  iron-clad  is  intended  to  subserve,  and  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion aa  to  the  kind  of  annament  ahe  should  have  in  general  terms,  I  say,  un- 
hesitatingly, give  her  all  smooth-bores  .of  the  sort  mentioned  above ;  more 
eapecially  when  thenecessity  of  the  case  imposes  the  condition  of  a  very  limited 
nnmber  of  guns.  An  effective  Parrott  rifle,  aaaociated  with  smooth-borea  in 
cases  where  the  latter  are  not  really  few  in  nwrnber,  as  a  permanent  ai-range- 
ment,  would  no  doubt  prove  advaat-ageous  in  the  general  course  of  service ;  and 
I  beg  to  state  that  I  distinguish  this  rifle  purposely  above  all  others,  because  I 
believe  it  to  be  by  far  the  best  for  naval  purposes  that  has  been  produced  by 
any  of  otir  projectors,  and  fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  that  has  been 
produced  elsewhere  of  which  I  have  any  information.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  as 
generally  known  as  it  should  be,  that  this  gun  admits,  without  the  slightest 
detriment,  the  free  use  of  round  shot,  an  advantage  of  much  moment  at  times ; 
but  this  is  only  one  among  the  number  of  merits  which  constitute  its  intrinsic 
and  distinctive  worth. 

A  difference  of  opinion  also  exists  among  naval  minds,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  to  whether  the  better  expedient  is  to  use  the  guns  of  an  iron-clad  turretwise, 
or  in  broadside  ports  under  a  covering  plated  deck.  For  my  own  part,  I  have 
little  doubt  upon  the  subject,  particularly  if  the  vessel  herself  be  confined,  as 
in  my  judgment  she  ought  to  be,  to  moderate  dimensions — to  such,  in  effect,  as, 
with  a  high  velocity,  will  offer  sufficient  momentum,  used  aa  a  ram,  to  crush 
effectually  any  antagonist  whatever,  capable  of  sea-service ;  and  more  than 
this,  to  my  apprehension,  is  obviously  worse  than  superfluous. 

The  turret  I  regard  as  decidedly  preferable,  and  mainly  for  these  reasons  : 
It  renders  one  gun  of  a  class  equivalent  to  at  least  two  of  the  same  disposed  in 
opposite  broadside  ports,  and  this  with  a  great  reduction  of  crew.  It  admits 
the  use  of  much  heavier  guns.  It  does  not  necessai-ily  involve  a  breadth  of 
beam  antagonistic  to  velocity.  It  affords  a  better  protection  to  guns  and  men, 
and,  with^,  it  secui-es  the  fighting  of  guns  longer  in  a  sea-way. 

Bat,  to  derive  all  the  benefits  from  a  turret  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  I  am 
quite  persuaded  that  no  fastenings  of  rivets  should  be  used  in  its  construction. 
The  device  of  a  jacket,  or  interior  lining,  to  prevent  broken  fastenings  from 
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flying  inwards  injurioiiBly,  is,  at  best,  but  an  incomplete  alternative  ;  for  although  . 
it  iQQ.y,  and  does  undoubtedly,  answer  that  end,  yet  at  the  same  time  it  conceals 
from  detection  the  great  number  of  those  fastenings  that  are  hroken  by  vibrar 
tion,  and  do  not  fly  irom  their  places,  or  scarcely  start  at  all ;  and  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  it  exerts  no  influence  to  check  disintegration  of  the  turret  itself,  occa- 
sioned by  the  effect  of  vibration  ia  suadermg  riveti. 

It  is  no  aufiicient  answer  to  these  remarks  to  ui'ge  the  difficulty  of  construct- 
ing a  competent  turret  without  the  use  of  rivets.  I  am  aware  of  it,  but  stUl  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  can  be  overcome  ;  and  fiirthermore,  that  it  may  he  at  an  early 
period,  if  om-  lutisans  are  ckallenged  and  encouraged  to  the  task.  When  it  is, 
a  very  superior  order  of  turret  will  result. 

According  to  my  impressioaB,  a  gun  of  12,000  pounds  is  about  the  heaviest 
that  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  the  broadside  porU  of  any  vessel  whatever ; 
and  I  would  respectfully  urge  that  on©  of  this  weight,  cast  upon  Rodman's 
method,  shaped  esseatially  according  to  the  form  determined  by  Bomford,  bored 
as  a  IX-incE  in  every  particular,  and  intended  for  a  normal  charge  of  powder 
of  twenty  ponnds,  be  prepared  forthwith,  and  snhmitted  to  searching  experi- 
ment ;  for  whether  iron-clads  are  or  are  not  to  have  broadside  guns  to  throw  the 
heaviest  rotmd  shot  with  the  highest  velocity  that  circumstances  will  permit, 
other  vessels  will  certainly  require  them  ;  and  as  no  gun  of  this  character  now 
exists  in  our  navy,  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  one  in  view  as  an  at- 
tempt to  fill  the  void. 

Could  the  Cumberland  have  thrown  her  solid  IX-inch  shot  with  a  charge  of 
twenty  pounds  of  powder,  and  kept  recoil  under  control,  the  Merrimack,  ui  my 
belief,  would  have  fared  very  differently.  It  is  true  she  might  still  have  rammed 
the  former  as  she  did ;  but  in  lying  near  at  hand  afterwards,  if  not  in  passing 
by  at  a  close  range  previously,  with  the  view  of  turning  for  the  purpose,  her 
protective  plating  would,  I  think,  have  been  damaged  sorely,  and  to  an  extent 
forbidding  further  efforts,  perhaps  compromitting  safety,  and  thus,  probably,  the 
Congress  and  many  lives,  at  least,  might  have  been  saved,  and  much  subsequent 
annoyance  avoided.  I  am  not  snre  that  the  Cumberland  did  use  in  her  nine-inch 
guns,  generally,  a  charge  of  powder  of  more  than  ten  pounds,  but  I  am  quite 
confident  that  she  could  not  have  used  in  them,  at  any  time  during  the  action, 
one  of  more  than  thirteen  pounds — the  maximum  presoiibed.  Even  with  the 
charges  she  did  use,  the  Merrimack's  plating  was  sensibly  injured,  and  all 
that  was  wanting  to  bring  about  the  results  of  which  I  speak  was,  a  material 
increase  of  projectile  velocity,  such  (I  repeat  my  belief)  as  charges  of  twenty 
pounds  of  powder  applied  to  similar  though  considerably  heavier  guns  would 
have  conferred.  I  am  told,  upon  authority,  that  the  present  IX-inch  guns  are 
capable,  in  strength,  of  throwing  their  solid  shot  with  a  chaise  of  twenty 
pounds  of  powder.  That  they  may  be;  but  no  one  of  any  experience,  I  take 
it,  will  venture  to  advocate  the  use,  with  solid  shot,  of  a  higher  charge  to  those 
guns  than  the  one  now  allotted  as  the  maximum ;  no  one,  I  am  sure,  who  has 
witnessed  on  board  ship  the  effect  of  the  recoil  of  those  guns  when  fired  for 
awhile  with  solid  shot  and  with  this  maximum  charge.  Nor,  to  speak  frankly, 
have  I  much  faith  in  the  sufficiency  of  the  gun  itself  to  withstand  a  higher 
charge  with  solid  shot. 

I  only  ask  that  a  fair  and  thorough  trial  of  the  gun  I  propose — a  trial  to  de- 
termine its  relative  merits,  in  every  respect,  as  a  broadside  gun  to  throw  the 
heaviest  solid  round  shot  with  the  highest  velocity  that  circumstances  will  per- 
mit— may  be  made. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  the  New  Ironsides  has  now  on  board  still  lieavier  guns, 
and  of  larger  calibre,  carried  broadside- wise — guns  of  16,000  pounds  in  weight 
and  eleven  inches  in  calibre — but  I  am  not  aware  that  either  they,  or  their  car- 
riages, which  occupy  unavoidably  so  much  apnce.  have  been  subjected  continu- 
ously, in  action  or  at  sea,  to  the  effect  of  the  use  of  solid  shot,  with  charges  of 
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powder  approaching  one-fourtli  theweigbt  of  the  projectiles.  Tho  test  no  ilnubt 
Wduld  prove  palpably  excessive  in.  many  respects.  In  aft  the  dcuon"  ot  tlira 
veseel  off  Charleston,  the  rule  with  her,  i\&  I  imderetaQd,  was  loaded  eheUs  with 
corresponding  charges  ;  and  if  she  ever  has  resorted  to  solid  shot,  with  a  laige 
increase  of  chai-ge,  I  am  uninformed  of  the  fact. 

As  already  intimated,  a  marked  pause  must  occur  in.  the  progress  of  oidnance 
before  a  fixed  or  definite  coticlusiou  can  be  reached  as  to  the  relative  immunity 
obtainable  by  iron  plates,  even  when  of  the  best  quality,  and  when  applied  la 
the  most  feasible  mannei'.     Absolute  immunity  ia  out  of  the  qaestion 

That  progress  has  already  produced  the  effect  of  restricting  then  application, 
in  the  case  of  sea-going  vessels,  to  the  more  vitally  exposed  parts  ;  and  it  ib 
quite  possible  that  it  may  yet  do  considerably  more ;  that  it  may  go  on  in  the 
"Way  of  narrowing  thtffie  limits,  and  bring  them  down  first  to  some  only  of  those 
parts,  and  finally  to  establish  the  conviction  that  such  plating,  for  such  vessels, 
viewing  impartially  the  jiros  and  eons,  is  really  of  ao  marked  consequence. 
This  is  no  groundiesa  speculation,  however  it  may  present  itself  at  tne  first 
blush ;  for  facts  and  deductions  from  experiments  distinctly  point  to  the  conclu- 
sion. In  the  mean  time  the  tendency  of  its  eft'eets  must  be  to  impress  the  value 
of  rams,  and  thus  of  reviving  a  mode  of  naval  warfare  which,  on  a  miiiiaturo 
scale  comparatively,  existed  long  before  the  invention  of  gunpowder. 

The  value  of  rams,  at  tliis  very  moment,  cannot  be  overestimated.  With  a 
few  of  them  in  each  of  our  prominent  commercial  ports,  none  scarcely  of  more 
than  half  the  diBplacement  or  weight  of  the  Dictator,  no  enemy,  I  care  not  how 
powerful,  could  blockade  those  ports  successfully ;  for  possessing  the  great  ad- 
vantage.of  biding  and  selecting  tbeir  own  time,  they  could  so  manage  the  de- 
livery of  their  blows  as  to  annihilate  his  vessels.  Nor  could  those  ports,  in  my 
judgment,  be  assailed  successfully.  The  protection  of  harbors,  now-a.days, 
does  not  lie  in  ports.  They,  for  this  particular  purpose,  are  immeasmably  effete, 
or,  at  most,  but  of  subsidiary  importance.  It  lies  essentially  in  powerful  steam 
rams,  aided,  when  necessary,  by  obstmctioos  in  passage-ways.  Is  it  the  forts 
of  Charleston,  I  would  ask,  that  now  secure  the  place  from  capture !  Certainly 
not.  They  alone,  or  any  other  forts  alone,  (by  which  I  mean  in  the  absence  of 
rams  and  obstructions,)  can  be  passed  by  fast  and  powerful  vessels  with  impu- 
nity, assnmiug,  of  coui^e,  that  there  is  water  enough  to  float  them. 

Bams,  intended  purely  for  harbor  defence,  would  be  better  without  than  with 
guns.  They  themselves  are  to  be  the  projectiles  ;  or,  if  you  please,  they  are  to 
he  the  shot,  and  the  steam  is  to  be  the  powder ;  and  the  effect  of  both,  properly 
combined,  would  be  absolutely  irresistible.  Guns,  I  repeat,  would  be  detri- 
mental to  unity  of  pui'pose,  and  also  in  other  respects ;  or,  in  abort,  be  of  more 
barm  than  good  in  the  long  run.  Besides,  to  fit  the  rama  for  them  would  be  to 
swell  the  item  of  cost  largely,  and  thus  abridge  their  multiplication ;  and  the 
distinctive  plating  which  tbeir  protection  would  involve  could  be  used  to  mora 
advantage  elsewhere  about  the  hull.  Tbe  essential  poiats  to  be  secured  in  these 
rams,  eacli  to  a  degree  as  consistently  with  all  the  rest  as  practicable,  ai-e  great 
strength  throughout  every  part  of  the  hull,  not  overlooking  the  bottom  by  any 
manner  of  means ;  every  protection  that  supportable  plating  can  afford  ;  a  high, 
velocity;  an  ample  security  of  machinery ;  the  utmost  rapidity  in  turning; 
and  a  suitable  bow. 

I  have  met  with  no  ideas  with  regard  to  sea-going  iron-clada  that  have  im- 
pressed me  so  forcibly  as  those  of  Oaptaiu  Coles,  of  the  British  navy  ;  and  I 
think  his  system,  in  the  maia,  is  about  the  best  that  can  bs  adopted  at  present. 
In  my  humble  opinion,  he  meets  ihe  difficulties  of  the  case  better  than  they  have 
yet  been  met  in  any  otlier  quarter;  and  he  displays  throughout  his  exposition 
a  fertility  of  resource,  a  fund  of  iiigenuity,  com.nou  sense,  i  ' 
perioiica,  that  confers  upon  him  distinguished  cre(.Ut. 

Bat  to  come  more  immediately  to  the  requirements  ot  yov 
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Etrikos  me  tliat  it  is  inexpedient  to  construct  iron-clads  fo  perform  onlya  partic- 
uliu'  service,  except  mere  rams,  nnpFOvided  with  giwia,  for  harbor  defence,  and 
also  veBsele  for  interior  river  operations,  in  a  country  like  this,  in  case  of  intestine 
difficulty.  They  should,  I  ftink,  he  made  to  answer  aa  many  naval  purposes 
as  possible,  and  their  cost  alone,  independently  of  other  considerationa,  ie  enough 
to  detei'niine  this  qnestion.  AH,  therefore,  barring  the  exceptions  just  men- 
tioned, should,  it  seems  to  me,  possess  the  attribute  of  eeaworthinees ;  by  which 
i  mean. the  capacity  of  bemg  sailed  or  steamed  anywhere  over  the  ocean,  and  of 
keeping  the  sea  as  long  as  a  vessel  of  the  class  would  .probably  be  called  upon 
to  do  so.  Without  this  atti-ibute  their  sphere  of  usefulness  must  inevitably  be 
but  local  and  contracted. 

Putting  the  Galena  aside  as  a  sad  mistake,  and  as  unworthy  of  naval  criticism, 
the  Monitors  we  have  already  constructed  and  used  in  service  I  am  impelled  to 
regard  as  open  to  the  serious  objections  of  a  marked  deficiency  in  ability  for 
general  naval  purposes,  and  in  strength  of  bottom,  seaworthiness,  speed,  turn- 
ing q^ualities,  height  of  deck  above  lie  water,  and  habitahUity ;  yet,  for  mere 
smooth-water  harbor  operations — the  object,  I  suppose,  for  which  tliey  were 
intended — they  undoubtedly  do  possess  formidable  offensive  and  defensive 
properties,  viewed  in  a  relative  sense. 

Their  absolute  worth,  however,  in  these  particulars,  I  cannot  regard  as  entitled 
to  the  extravagant  merit  chimed  for  it,  induced,  I  apprehend,  in  a  great  measure 
by  conclusions  drawn  from  the  encounters  of  the  first  Monitor  and  Weehawken 
with  the  Merrimack  and  Atlanta,  without  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  facts 
attending  them,  and  without  any  (or  more  than  an  unwilling)  reference  to  the 
cases  of  opposite  results,  as,  for  instance,  the  Ogeechee,  and  the  repeated  displays 
before  Charleston.  That  "the  charm  of  novelty  in  construction,  or  mmntneaa  in 
appearance,  had  anything  to  do  with  the  matter,  I  will  not  undertake  to  assert, 
altlrough  I  may,  pei'haps,  be  allowed  to  indulge  suspicion  as  to  probable  effect. 
Popular  opinion  is  not  always  right  on  such  subjects,  nor  do  I  know  that  it  is 
apt  to  be  when  it  runs  counter  to  popular  naval  opinion.  At  any  rate,  I  do 
know  that  the  latter  is  not  likely  to  be  very  wrong  in  relation  to  professional 
matters  of  the  kind. 

Their  offensive  and  defensive  power,  even  for  the  kind  of  service  they  are 
alone  expected  to  perform,  is  most  materially  man-ed  or  restrained,  I  conceive, 
by  their  disproportionate  and  inadequate  strength  of  bottom,  their  exposed  and 
ill-protected  deck,  and  their  want  of^  speed,  height  of  deck,  and  babitability. 

If  thei-e  be  those  who  think  that  a  bottom  composed  essentially  of  nothing 
more  thaa  ^inch  iron  plates,  seen  d  to  f  am  o  angle  iron  4  by  4  by  J,  spaced 
18  inches  from  centre  to  centre  and  a  n  n  a  stupendous,  ponderous,  and 
overhanging  superstructure,  is  e  gh  o  any  1  mg  like  enough,  to  endure  the 
vibration  to  which  an  iron-elad  is  exp  se  1  n  le  a  severe  flie  from  heavy  guns, 
much  less  the  terrific  vibration  wl  en  d  a  a  am,  or,  I  might  almost  say,  to 
endure  the  strain  of  that  super     u    u  e    ts  If  under  all  circumstances  of  ex- 

Eosure  to  weather  to  which  the  vessel  is  unavoidably  liable  in  going  only  from 
arbor  to  hai-bor,  I  confess,  frankly,  that  I  am  not  one  of  the  number.  Two 
of  the  ii'on-clads  in  view — the  Monitor  and  Weehawken — have  already  gone  to 
the  bottom,  and  neither  was  under  fire  at  the  time,  nor  had  either  beeu  so  very 
recently.  The  sinking  of  the  Monitor  was  occasioned  by  an  actual  (though 
pai'tial  in  extent)  separation  between  the  top  and  bottom  upper  works;  but  how 
much  of  this  may  have  been  due,  if  any  at  all,  to  tlie  shock  of  all  kinds  she 
experienced  in  her  struggle  with  the  Meiiimack,  it  is  of  course  impossible  to 
determuie.  But  whether  any  part  of  this  fatal  disaster  is  or  is  not  to  be  so  ^- 
cribed,  the  fact  of  the  separation  itself  is  conclusive  to  my  mind  as  to  the  in- 
sufficiency of  relative  strength  between  her  top  and  bottom  works;  nor  am  I 
awai-e  that  this  feature  has  been  changed  at  all  materially  for  the  better  in  the 
construction  of  the  other  Monitors;  nor,  indeed,  that  it  is  susceptible  of  ample 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 37  it>OQlc 
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modification  in  t!ie  premises,  Aa  to  tlie  case  of  the  Weeiawken,  I  prefer  sns- 
peadiagan  expreaeion  of  opinion  until  more  is  positively  known  in  relation  to  it. 
She  certainly  went  down  in  a  moat  myaterious  and  startling  way,  yet  under 
eirenmstancea  that  do  furniah  grounds  for  conjecture.  Beaidea  the  niimbei'  of 
times  she  Lad  been  struck  by  the  enemy'a  projectiles,  and  fired  her  own  15-incli 
and  11-inch  gnna,  she  had  previously  gone  through  quite  a  severe  gale  of  wind 
at  sea. 

The  deck  of  the  Monitors  has  been  penetrated  at  a  distance  judged  to  be 
1,200  yards,  and,  therefore,  it  ia  a  plain  inference,  considering  its  attitude,  that 
■  at  quarters  cloae  enough  to  render  firing  npon  it  at  ajl  plunging,  the  vessel 
herself  could  be  readily  sunk.  To  render  this  defect  less  glaring,  additional 
plating,  I  believe,  was  to  have  been  applied,  and  a  quantity  of  it  waa  sent  to 
Port  Eoyal  for  the  purpose;  but,  on  .further  reflection,  the  scheme,  I  am  told, 
was  generally  abandoned  aa  impracticable. 

Their  speed,  after  being  in  the  water  aome  little  time,  as  I  am  informed  by 
credible  authority,  ia  but,  on  the  average,  about  4  J  knots,  rather  leas  thaii  more. 
To  trace  this  sad  defect  more  at  large  than  I  have  already  done  ia  a  needleaa 
task.     It  proclioma  its  own  consequences. 

Their  height  of  deck  above  the  water,  being,  as  I  am  also  credibly  informed, 
only  some  12  or  IS  inches,  and  their  remaining  floating  power  scai-cely  exceed- 
ing 200  tons,  a  strong  temptation  is  presented  to  a  light  and  aclave  antagonist, 
with  a  curved  or  spoon-shaped  how,  to  bide  hia  time  and  throw  himself  astride 
of  it;  nor  have  I  the  slightest  doubt,  particularly  with  their  sluggishness  of 
motion,  that  the  attempt  might  be  aucceaaful,  and  u  so,  that  the  result  would  he 
destruction. 

And  as  to  the  remaining  point  to  be  remarked  upon — the  want  of  hahita- 
bility — it  ia,  in  a  warm  climate  or  season,  obnoxious  to  grave  ohjeelions.  The 
physical  prostration  it  pi-oduces  is  inordinate,  and  hence  a  more  frequent  change 
of  oifioers  and  othera  than  is  compatible  with  order  or  convenience  is  rendered 
a  necessity. 

The  New  Ironsides  I  regard  as  a  much  more  efficient  type  of  iron-clad  than 
tlie  Monitors  just  discussed,  because  of  her  possessmg  decided  advantages  over 
them  in  the  particulars  of  fitneas  for  general  purposes,  seaworthiness,  relative 
strength  of  bottom,  or  absolute  capacity  to  endure  vibration  thereat,  security 
against  an  antagonist  vessel  getting  asti-ide  of  her,  speed,  and  habitahility. 
Had  she  been  planned  for  turrets,  instead  of  to  use  guns  at  broadside  ports,  she 
would  have  been,  I  think,  still  more  formidable;  nor  is  she  unexceptionable  in 
other  respects,  and  among  them  speed  and  turning  qualities.  It  is  necessaiy  to 
try  her  more  at  sea,  and  more  at  closer  quarters  with  an  enemy,  than  she  has 
yet  been  tiied,  in  oi-der  to  determine  positively  her  relative  merits  in  some 
highly  important  particulars. 

The  Boaiioke,  although  presenting  a  powei-fiil  and  well-protected  battery, 
cannot,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  be  used  at  sea  owing  to  her  excessive  rolling 
motion ;  and  her  gi-eat  draught  of  water  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  her  worth  even 
for  harbor  pm'poses.  She,  also,  is  deficient  in  speed  and  turning  qualities,  and, 
indeed,  in  other  respects.  She  is  but  a  converted  vessel,  however,  (to  use  a 
technical  term,)  gotten  up  under  a  pressing  demand;  and  her  plating,  turrets,  &c., 
can  be  transferred  hereafter  to  a  more  suitable  hull.  I  know  too  little  of  the 
iron-clads  on  oar  western  waters  to  venture  an  opinion  as  to  their  merits;  and 
as  to  those  in  the  course  of  construction,  or  not  yet  commissioned,  on  oru'  At- 
lantic seaboard,  I  would  remark  that  their  probable  fitness  to  answer  ends  is  to 
be  measured  by  the  prospect  they  present  of  combining  the  properties  I  have 
mentioned  in  an  early  part  of  this  lettei'  as  essential  to  efficiency. 

Considering  the  pressing  and  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  our  iron- 
clads were  pi-oduced — the  newness  of  the  problem  itself,  and  its  inherent  diffi- 
culties— it  ia  uot  in  the  slightest  degree  sui-prising  that  we  have  not  achieved 
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more  satisfactory  results.  No  desire  to  do  the  beat,  that  could  be  accomplished, 
and  certainly  no  elevation  of  purpose  uor  energy,  baa  been  wanting  in  the  proper 
quaif«r.  The  efforts  we  hive  made  are  so  many  lessons  npon  the  subject,  and 
mey  afford  ns  tbe  advantage  of  profiting  by  wholesome  teachings.  Experience 
is  a  great  source  of  wisdom,  and  to  be  enabled  to  recede  bom  error  is  a  means 
of  advancing  ia  tnith. 

I  have  thus,  sk,  given  you,  somewhat  at  large,  the  views  I  entertain  on  the 
subject  of  iron-clada,  and  of  those  we  have  constructed,  called  for,  most  unex- 
pectedly to  myself,  by  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant.  In  arriving  at 
tbe  conclusions  I  express  I  have  indulged  no  other  disposition  than  to  probe  the 
subject  itself,  and  to  consult  the  good  of  our  navy,  well  knowing  from  tbe 
character  and  position  you  sustain  that  any  course  of  less  candor  ou  my  part 
would  have  been  as  repiignaat  to  your  wisb^  as  to  my  own  inclination. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  aOLDSBOEOUGH, 
Itear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy. 
lion.  GiOEO\  "Welles, 

Secrelur'i/  of  the  Nary,  WasMngton  City. 


Ite.ar- Admiral  Dahlgrm's  opinion  of  the  Mnnitors. 

Flag-Steamer  PHiLADELPurA, 

OJ'Moi-ris  Island,  January  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  Confornyibly  to  tbe  wishes  of  tbe  department,  I  submit  tbe  followmg 
review  of  tbe  services  of  the  Monitors  while  under  my  command,  and  as  some 
knowledge  of  the  cireumstaiicea  under  which  they  have  been  tested  may  afford 
a  better  appreciation  of  tbeii-iiuabties,  I  shallbrieSy  nariate  some  of  the  leadiug 
events  in  which  they  have  participated  during  the  opeiations  at  this  pkce. 

On  the  6th  July  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  delivered  to  me  tbe  command  of  tlie 
naval  forces  occupying  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  part  of  Florida; 
they  embraced  seventy  (70)  vessels  of  all  classes,  and  were  distributed  at  various 
points  along  an  extent  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles.  There  was  no  con- 
centration, tbe  purpose  being  rather  to  distribute  the  vessels  in  order  to  enforee 
an  efficient  blockade. 

Of  tbe  iron-clads,  tbe  Ironsides  was  off  Charleston  bar  two  Monitors  were  at 
Edisto,  one  at  Stono,  three  at  Port  Royal  and  one  at  OstabaM 

The  orders  of  the  department  (June  24  1863)  only  daected  me  to  assume 
tbe  command;  they  went  no  further,  nor  ■nas  there  need  that  they  Aould 
There  was  an  enemy  in  front,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  compel  him  to  obedience 
BO  far  as  my  means  permitted. 

On  the  day  that  I  aiTived,  an  interview  occuned  with  General  Gillmore  in 
which  the  details  for  a  descent  on  Morris  island  were  arranged  to  commuite 
on  tlio  Wednesday  following,  but  which  weie  pistpoaed  first  to  Tbuisday  and 
then  to  Friday,  in  order  to  allow  General  &-illmoie  to  perfect  bis  atiangements 

In  tbe  absence  of  specific  instructions,  I  ■vva'*  obliged  to  a  sume  tbe  icspon- 
sibility  of  action,  which  the  department  was  advised  of 

The  naval  part  of  tbe  opei-ations  consisted  of — 

1.  In  assembling  the  iron-clads  at  the  Chaile'iton  bai  lo  as  to  cross  at  eaily 
daylight  on  the  day  named,  to  cover  the  attack  of  the  troj^'^  to  prevent  tlie 
airiv^  of  re-enforcements  during  that  attack  and  to  engage  tbe  rebel  batteries, 
particularly  Fort  Wagner. 

2.  To  furnish  a  convoy  for  the  column  that  war.  to  a'crnd  to  Stono,  cover  its 
landing,  and  shell  James's  island. 

Google 
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3.  To  guard  the  depots  of  the  army  at  Hilton  Head  and  at  Seabrook  during 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  concentrated  on  Folly  island. 

I  should  here  state  that  Mr,  Ericsson  had  decided  to  increase  the  thicknesses 
of  the  pilot-houses  of  all  the  Monitors  and  add  heavy  cii-cles  of  metal  to  the 
bases  of  the  turrets  and  pilot-houses. 

The  three  at  Port  Royal  were  already  iu  hand  for  this  purpose,  and  some 
progress  had  been  made.  A  pai't  of  my  preparation  consisted  in  putting  a  stop 
to  Uie  work,  and  having  the  ressels  fitted 'temp oi-arily  for  service. 

This  was  effected  in  season,  and  before  daylig!>t  of  the  9t!i  of  July  the  Mon- 
itors were  off  the  bar,  ready  to  pass  in  at  the  first  sign  of  movement  hy  the 
United  States  batteries  on  Folly  island. 

The  plan  was  to  open  from  the  masked  battei-ies  on  the  north  end  of  Polly 
island,  cross  the  bar  with  the  Monitors,  and  enfilade  the  rebel  position  on  the 
eminences  of  Morris  island,  while  the  troops  were  to  cross  the  narrow  inlet  which 
divides  Morris  island  from  Folly  island  wnen  the  proper  moment  aiiived 

The  obscurity  of  the  night  still  rested  on  land  and  sea  when  I  went  on  boaid 
the  CatskOl,  (July  10,)  and  not  a  symptom  of  preparation  on  shore  was  visible 
toua. 

It  was  important  that  the  Monitors  should  not  by  their  appearance  give  any 
intimation  of  what  was  meditated  by  being  seen  on  the  bar,  until  tte.  details 
ashore  were  completed;  so  I  waited  the  first  fii-e  of  the  batteries.  This  was 
not  long  coming,  and  I  led  with  my  flag  in  the  Catskill,  followed  by  Captains 
Fairfax,  Downes,  and  Oolhoun,  in  the  Montauk,  Nahant,  and  Weehawken. 
Steering  for  the  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  and  passing  it,  the  Monitors  were  laid  in 
Hue  about  parallel  to  the  land,  opposite  the  southern  emineuees  of  Morris  island, 
and  poiued  in  a  steady  fire  among  the  rebel  gai'rison,  who  were  there  posted, 
making  a  feeble  and  ineffectual  return  to  the  storm  of  shot  and  shell  that  came 
upon  their  front  and  flank.  I  could  see  plainly  the  great  confusion  into  which 
they  were  thrown  by  this  sudden  and  overwhelming  onslaught  It  was  a  com- 
plete auvprise,  both  as  to  time  and  to  power  developed. 

The  Monitors  were  run  in  as  close  as  the  shoal  waters  permitted,  so  that  the 
shells  ftom  our  own  batteries  on  Folly  island  passed  close  ahead  of  and  at 
times  over  some  of  them. 

About  8  o'clock  a  body  of  men  were  seen  coming  over  the  low  sand  beach  of 
Morris    island,  and  while  hesitating  whether  to  treat  them  to  some  i 
grape,  the  sight  of  the  Union  flag*  told  who  tliey  were.     They  com^ 
biigade  which  had  been  brought  from  the  Folly  river  by  the  boats  of  the  sc[uad- 
ron  under  Lieutenant  Commander  Bunce  and  Lieutenant  Mackenzie. 

I  paused  for  a  moment  to  observe  the  gradual '  accumulation  of  our  men  in 
masses,  and  their  advancing  movement;  then  pushed  forward  to  accelerate  with 
out  enfilading  fire  the  retreat  of  the  rebels. 

The  sight  was  now  of  great  interest.  Our  own  troops  could  he  seen  taking 
possession  of  the  sand  hiils  where  the  enemy  had  rested  the  sole  defence  of  this 
end  of  the  island,  while  some  battalions  were  moving  along  the  beach.  The 
defeated  rebels  were  hurriedly  making  way  along  the  low  fiat  land  north  of  their 
'  position,  and  some  two  or  three  detached  dwellings  were  in  flames,  while  the 
Monitors  skirting  the  shore  maintained  a  steady  fire  on  the  retreat.  Presently 
tlic.y  reached  Fort  Wagner,  and  here  we  wei-e  advised  that  our  advance  was 
checked,  at  least  for  the  day,  though  it  was  but  9  o'clock.  The  discomfited 
rebels  were  safe  in  the  work,  and  our  own  men  halted  at  a  reasonable  distance 
from  it. 

The  Monitor  with  my  fliig  was  now  anchored  as  near  the  beach  as  the  depth 
of  water  permitted,  (twelve  hundred  yards,)  and  the  other  Monitors  in  line 
to  the  southward,     A  steady  fire  was  begun  about  9.30 — the  fort  replying 


c  The  fiist  planted  on  Morris  island  by  Lieutenant 
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briskly — and  maintamed  tlirongli  tlie  day,  except  tbe  diunor  hour,  until  six  in 
the  evening;  then  I  retired  and  anchored  lower  down. 

Next  morning  before  six  o'clock  tbe  flag-lieutenaat  I'eported  to  me  that  an 
assault  had  been  made  at  daybreak  by  our  troops  and  failed,  and  about  nino 
o'clock  I  had  a  note  in  pencil  from  tbe  general,  saying :  "  We  attempted  to  cariy 
Fort  Wagner  by  assault  this  morning  and  reached  the  parapet,  but  tbe  men 
recoiled  and  fell  back  with  slight  loss." 

It  is  known  now  that  re- enforcements  had  been  buiricd  to  tbo  island  by  tbe 
rebels,  and  had  entered  the  work  about  midnight. 

I  bad  no  notice  whatever  of  tbe  general's  intent,  and  could,  tberefoi-e,  render 
no  aid  in  time. 

Here  ended  the  first  part  of  tbe  enterprise  against  Morris  island.  It  had 
beeu  in  all  respects  a  surprise,  and  so  complete  that  tbe  rebels  do  not  seem  to 
have  bad  any  idea  of  it  until  the  day  before ;  and  it  is  not  certain  they  were 
then  aware  of  tlie  scale  on  which  it  was  to  be  conducted. 

Had  a  work  like  Wagner  crowned  the  aand  bOls  of  tbe  south  end,  we  could 
not  have  established  ourposition  on  the  island — even  a  surprise  would  probably 
have  been  out  of  the  q^uestion.  But  there  were  to  be  no  more  sm-prisefi — tbe 
undertaking  was  to  be  completed  only  by  hard  work  patiently  endured  in  tbe 
trenches,  and  by  batteries  ashore  and  afloat. 

The  general  now  decided  to  make  a  second  assault  in  force,  and  to  cover  it 
by  some  light  batteries  established  at  distances  varying  from  one  tbonsand  to 
seventeen  hundred  yards. 

While  the  preparations  for  this  design  were  going  on  the  Monitors  were  daily 
at  work  to  occupy  tbe  attention  of  Wagner,  and  keep  down  its  fire — tbe  gun- 
boats assisting  at  long  range. 

On  tbe  ISli  July,  all  being  ready,  about  noon  I  led  up  in  the  Montauk,  fol- 
lowed by  foni'  Monitors  and  the  Ironsides,  anchored  at  twelve  hundred  yai'ds, 
as  near  as  tbe  state  of  tbe  tide  would  permit,  and  opened  fire — the  gunboats 
firing  at  a  greater  distance,  and  tbe  shore  batteries  also  in  action. 

As  the  tide  rose  tbe  Montauk  gradually  closed  in,  until  at  seven  o'clock  she 
was  about  three  hundred  yards  from  Wagner,  when  I  ordered  grape  to  be  used. 
Unable  to  endure  the  fire  of  the  vessels  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  now  silent, 
and  not  a  man  was  to  be  seen. 

About  sunset  a  note  in  pencil  from  General  Gillmore  announced  his  intention  to 
assault,  but  it  was  quite  dark  before  tbe  column  reached  tbe  work.  The  fire  of 
the  vessels  was  continued  so  long  as  it  was  safe  for  ohr  own  men  ashore,  but 
ceased  when  tbe  darkness  made  it  impossible  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe. 
The  rattle  of  musketiy  soon  made  known  tbe  commencemeat  of  the  assault, 
and  continued  with  little  intermission  until  9.30,  when  it  ceased,  and  then  came 
the  painful  tidings  of  onv  defeat. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  second  part  of  tbe  operation,  and  proved  that  the 
work  was  too  strong  and  too  pertinaeiously  defended  to  be  taken  by  any  ofi'- 
band  blow.  The  slow  and  laborious  operation  by  trench  and  cannon  only  wei-e 
capable  of  reducing  it. 

And  here  I  may  remai'k,  that  in  this  necessity  is  to  be  found  a  principal  cause 
for  the  delay  iu  reaehing  Oharlestoa  that  sobseiinently  ensued.  It  was  no  doubt 
unavoidable,  for  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  no  more  troops  could  then  be  spared 
from  the  main  armies.  If  there  bad  been  sufficient  to  make  such  an  assault  as 
would  have  overpowered  all  opposition,  Waguer  might  have  been  carried  at  the 
first  assault,  Gregg  would  have  yielded  immediately,  Sumter  would  soon  have 
followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  tbe  iron-clads,  untouched  by  severe  and  con- 
tinned  battering,  would  have  been  in  condition  to  come  q^uickly  in  contact  with 
the  then  imperfect  interior  defences. 

The  rebel  movements  clearly  indicate  that  they  admitted  the  impracticability 
of  defending  Morris  island,  and  conaeijuently   Samter,  after  our  position  on  it 
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was  inl\y  establislietl  and  covered  by  the  kon-clads.  They  only  sought  to  hold 
the  ifiland  long  enoufjh  to  replace  Sumter  by  an  interior  position  ;  hence,  every 
day  of  defence  by  Wagner  was  vita!  to  that  of  Charleston, 

This  policy  was  awecessfid  for  two  months,  (10th  July  to  7th  September,)  and 
gave  time  to  convert  Fort  Johnson  from  aforlomoM  fortinto  a  powerful  earthwork 
— improved  hy  the  experiences  of  "Wagner.  Moultrie  received  similar  advau-^ 
tages,  and  most  of  the  cannon  of  Sumter  were  divided  between  Johnson  and 
Moultrie.  Batteries  were  established  along  the  south  shore  of  the  channel  from 
Johnson  towards  the  city ;  and  thus  an  interior  defence  was  completed  which, 
though  it  eepai'ated  more  widely  the  salient  and  principal  works  of  the  defence, 
by  substituting  Johnson  for  Sumter,  yet  rendered  access  to  the  upper  harbor 
far  more  difiicult,  beeaiifie  a  more  powerful  fire  was  concentrated  from  additional 
batteries  upon  vessels  attempting  to  enter. 

And  thus  it  was  that,  even  after  Morris  island  was  evacuated  and  Sumter 
dismantled,  the  fleet  must  still  pass  the  fire  of  Moultrie  and  Bee  to  find  itself 
in  presence  of  a  formidable  earthwork,  supported  by  continuous  batteries,  and 
commanding  obstructions  more  difficult  than  any  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 

The  real  nature  of  these  obstructions  was  not  suspected  until  the  winter  freshets 
had  broken  away  and  fl.oated  into  our  hands  a  fair  specimen  of  them,  which  were 
certainly  far  more  formidable  than  had  been  anticipated. 

So  well  do  the  rebels  keep  their  counsel  that  the  best  informed  refugees,  who 
had  been  constantly  engaged  about  the  harbor,  appeared  to  know  as  little  about 
thera  as  we  did. 

During  the  progress  of  the  engineers  towai-ds  Wagner  the  iron-clads  played 
an  important  part,  using  their  guns  whenever  an  opportunity,  offered  as  shown 
in  the  mstauces  quoted  on  page  583.  It  may  be  readily  conceived,  that,  all 
things  bemg  equal,  it  was  just  as  easy  for  the  rebels  to  have  worked  towards  our 

Sosition  M  it  was  for  our  troops  to  work  towards  theirs.  But  there  was  a  seriotis 
ifterenee  in  the  fact  that  the  cannon  of  the  iron-clads,  and  also  of  the  gunboats, 
completely  enfiladed  the  entire  width  of  the  narrow  island,  and  absolutely  inter- 
dicted any  operation  of  the  kind  on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  In  addition,  when- 
ever their  fire  was  bearing  severely  on  our  own  workmen,  a  request  from  the 
general  always  drew  the  fire  of  the  vessels;  and  I  do  cot  know  that  it  failed  to 
be  effective  in  any  instance. 

As  a  consequence  the  rebels  were  restricted  to  Wagner,  and  were  powerless 
to  hinder  the  progress  of  the  trenches  that  were  at  last  carried  into  the  very 
ditch  of  the  work,  and  decided  its  evacuation  without  assault. 

Tbe  day  before  the  contemplated  assault,  I  led  in  the  ironclads  in  force,  as 
agreed  on,  and  battered  the  fort  all  day,  tearing  it  into  a  sand  heap. 

The  next  morning  it  was  to  have  been  stormed,  but  the  enemy  had  fled :  they 
foresaw  the  inevitable  result. 

The  vessels  thus  shared  fully  with  the  army  in  the  operation  that  led  to  the 
abandonment  of  the  works  on  Morris  island,  and  besides  what  is  already  b 
tioned,  prevented  the  access  of  re-enforcements  or  their  accumidation  b 
Wagner  and  Gregg. 

Tbe  boats  of  the  squadron  were  also  engaged  on  picket  duty  by  night  along 
tlie  sea-shoi-e,of  Morris  island,  and  the  little  stream  on  its  inner  border. 

A  detachment  of  seamen  aud  marines,  under  Captain  Parker,  participated  in 
the  practice  of  the  batteries  at  Fort  Sumter,  by  working  four  navy  rifle  Ci 


The  duties  of  the  iroii-clads  were  not  performed  under  idle  batteries.  The 
guns  of  Wagner  never  failed  to  open  oa  them,  and  fired  until  their  crews  were 
driven,  by  those  of  our  u-on-clads,  to  take  shelter  in  the  bomb-proofs.  One  of 
these  cannon,  a  10-inch,  left  deep  dents  on  eveiy  turret,  that  will  not  easfly  be 

island  were  appropriately 


iron-clads  against  Morris  island  were  approprii 
't  with  Fort  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee.  Eejuq.-ej(B-E^ 
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to  relieve  tUe  Weehawkea,  which  had  grounded  tinder  tlieir  fire,  and  was  finally 
got  off  with  aome  severe  injuries,  owing  to  the  falling  tide  having  exposed  the 
hull  under  the  overhang. 

There  were  otiiev  occasions  when  severe  conflicts  occuvred  with  the  rehel 
works  on  Sullivan's  island. 

And  besides  the  principal  attacks  in  force,  there  ivere  few  days  from  the  fiist 
attack  on  Morris  island  (July  10)  to  its  evacuation  (September  7)  that 
some  iron-clads  or  gunboats  were  not  engaged  in  firing  at  the  enemy's  works, 
so  as  to  ftieilitate  the  labor  of  our  troops  ashore,  as  will  he  perceived  by  the 
following  sample  from  the  record  : 


Object. 


Assault  on  Wagner 

Vaguer . 

Wagner,  to  cover  advaace 

Wagner . 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  iBEaad . 
Wagaer  .- 

Wagner . 

Wagner 

Wagoec 

Wagner . , 

Wagner  and  vicinity 

Rebel  batteries  on  Moi-ris  Island . 

n  Morris  island. 


Wagner ,. 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  island , 
to  direct  Are  from  oviv  but 
teries  which  opened  on  Sam* 

Wagner,  to  prevent  aasanlt . ., 


Sumter  and  ob  t 


dC    gg 


Wagner  and  Gregg - 
Batteries  on  Sullivan's  islaad. 
Batteries  on  Sullivan's  island. 


Vessels  engaged. 


Monlaub,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  CafBtiiJ,  Nantticket, 
Weehawkeo,  Patapsco;  gnnboata  Paul  Jones, 
Ottawa,  Seneca,  Chippewa,  WisBahiclton. 

Nantucket,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Weeha«'ken,(ftag,)IronsideB,Caf8kill,Montauk, 
Patapsco,  Nautudtet;  gunboats  Panl  Jones, 
Seneca,  Ottawa,  Dai  Ohing. 

Gunboats  Ottawa,  Dm  Chiiig,  Paul  Jones. 

Weehawken,  Catekill,  Ottavfa,  (gunboat.) 

Ironeides,  Patapsco. 

Ironsides,  Catekill, Patapsco, Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Montauk,  Patapsco,  Catekill,  Weehawken,  Pas- 
saic. Mabant,  Marblehead,  (gunboiit.) 

Ottawa,  Marblehead,  (gunboats.) 

Montauk,  Marblehead,  (gunboat.) 

Mnrblehead,  (gunboat  ) 

Ottawa,  Marblehead,  Mahaska,  {g'ttnboata. ) 

Patapsco,  Calskill. 

Gunboats  Dai  Chiog,  Ottawa,  Maliaska,  Wis- 
sahickoD,  Bacer. 

GnnbnatB  Wlssahickon,  Mabaska,  Ottawa,  Diu 
Cbing,  Pacer,  Dan.  Smith, 

Mortar-boats  Racer,  Dan.  iSmith. 

Weebawken,  Ironsides,  Montauk,  Nahant,  Cats- 
kill,  PaB8iuo,Patapsoo;  gunboats  CMiandaigua,' 
Mahaska,  Ottawa.,  Ciaiarron,  Wissahickon, 
Dal  Chtng,  Jjodona. 

Ironsides,  Passaic,  Weeiiawken;  gunboats  11 


hi  k 


I  b    k 


V\- 


Ott 


b    ta    M  h    1 


M  h    k      Dii 


Lei 


M 


Fata 


Na- 


Lell  gh    N  ll 

IronsidflK,  Weehawken,  Moutauk,  Passaic,  Pa- 
tapsco, Nahant,  Lehigh. 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montaub, 
Weehawken,  (aahore  ) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk, 
Weehawken,  (ashore.) 


„Gooi^lc 
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I  aha!!  now  briefly  comment'oa  tlie  various  ijualities  of  the  MoniEors. 

1st.  Capacity  for  resistance. 

2d.  Power  of  ordnance. 

33.  I>ranght  of  water. 

4tli.  Speed. 

5th,  Number  of  crew. 

1st.  Endurance. — During  the  operations  against  Moitib  island  the  nine  iron- 
clads fired  eight  thousand  projectiles,  and  i-eceived  eight  hundi'ed  and  eighty- 
two  (883)  hits.  Including  the  ser-vice  at  Sumter  in  April  and  the  Ogechee,  the 
total  number  was  eleven  hundred  and  ninety-fonr  (1,194,)  distributed  as  follows  : 

Service  of  iron-clads.     South  AiJantic  blockading  aquadron.     Shots  fired  and 
'     ~  ''H  them  during  operations  against  Morris  island. 


No.  of  sh<jis  fired. 

S 

s 

is 

iS 

I5-in. 

ll-in. 

S 

13B 
301 
41 
119 

no 

178 
261 
41 

425 
478 
23 
107 
276 
230 
633 
155 
4,439 

154 

se 

90 
69 
9S 
134 

164 

20 
14 

.35 

36 
47 
53 
61 

;6' 

9" 

i 

Paeaaio 

Nantucket 

104 

1,355 

6,771 

883 

256 

56 

4,439 

li-inch,  by  Monitors 2, 332 

15-inch  by  Monitors 1,  253 

Total 8,  026 


151^ 
S13i 


653^ 


Of  the  eight  Monitors,  one  was  always  absent  at  Wassaw  (Nahant  or  Nan- 
tucket) to  blockade  the  rebel  ram.  The  Lehigh  did  not  arrive  until  August 
30,  therefore  was  only  able  to  participate  in  the  operations  of  the  remaining 
seven  days,  but  did  good  work. 

For  some  time  only  five  Monitors  were  available  for  general  attack,  and  tlien 
six,  which  was  the  greatest  number  disposable  at  any  one  time. 

The  conseqnences  of  the  protracted  firing  and  hard  usage  to  which  the 
Monitors  were  exposed  during  these  two  months  of  incessant  service,  were 
unavoidably  very  considerable  in  the  aggregate ;  and  the  greater,  also,  that  all 
repmr  which  could  possibly  be  dispensed  with  was  postponed  to  the  conclusion. 
It  was  therefore  necessarily  extensive  when  entered  upon.  The  battering 
received  was  without  precedent.  ITie  Moatank  had  been  struck  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  (214)  times  ;  the  Weehawken  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (187) 
times,  and  almost  entirely  by  10-inch  shot.  "What  vessels  have  ever  been  snb- 
jected  to  such  a  test? 

It  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  need  considerable  repair  after  sustaining 
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auch  severe  pounding  for  so  long  a  time,  but  onlj  that  tiey  could  be  restored  at 
all  to  serviceable  condition.  The  force  of  the  10-incb  shot  must  be  experienced 
to  be  appreciated.  Any  one  in  contact  with  the  part  of  the  turret  struck  falia 
senseless,  and  I  have  been  nearly  shaken  off  my  feet  in  the  pilot-house  when 
engaging  Moultrie. 

All  the  little  defects  of  detail  were  marked  by  such  a  searching  pi-ocesa. 
Becks  were  cut  thi-ongh ;  cannon  wore" woni  out;  side  armor  shaken;  tops  of 
pilot-houses  crushed,  &c.  But  all  these  were  reparable,  and  no  vital  principle 
was  seriously  touched. 

With  such  workshops  and  means  as  a  northern  navy  yard  inclndes,  the  repair 
of  all  Monitors  would  have  been  speedily  executed ;  hut  when  machinery, 
tools,  labor,  and  material  have  all  to  be  obtained,  as  they  were  here,  fi-om  a 
great  distance,  there  was  of  necessity  considerable  delay ;  and,  moreover,  it  was 
not  admissible  to  withdraw  but  a  portion  of  the  Monitors  at  a  time  from  the 
blockade. 

The  additions  that  were  deemed  advisable  for  strengthening  the  pilot-houses 
and  turrets  were  also  pnt  on  at  this  time,  and  the  bottoms  cleaned,  for  they  had 
now  become  so  foul  with  oysters  and  grass  that  the  speed  was  reduced  to  three 
or  three  and  a  half  knots,  and,  with  the  strong  tide  of  this  harbor,  added  consider- 
ably to  the  difficulties  of  working  the  vessels  properly  under  fii-e. 

On  one  night  I  was  caught  by  heavy  weather  from  the  southeast  while  close 
np  to  Sumter,  when  I  had  gone  to  attack  it,  and  it  was  weU  that  the  darkness 
of  the  night  prevented  the  slowness  of  our  motion  from  being  perceived  while 
extricating  the  Monitors  from  their  position. 

Power  of  ordnance. — Each  tunet  contains  two  guns,  and  from  the  peculiar 
facility  which  it  has  for  giving  direction  to  the  heaviest  ordnance,  no  doubt,  arises 
the  desire  to  make  these  of  the  heaviest  description.  How  fai'  other  consider- 
ations should  control  the  character  of  the  ordnance  is  necessarily  an  unsettled 
question. 

To  strike  an  armoi-ed  ship  it  may  be  best  to  use  a  gun  capable  of  the  greatest 
power;  but  whether  this  shall  be  derived  from  a  projectile  of  gi-eat  weight, 
driven  by  low  velocity,  or  of  less  weight,  aud  high  velocity ;  whether  it  shall  be 
a  fifteen-inch  gun,  fired  with  thirty-five  or  forty  pounds,  or  a  thirteen-inch,  fired 
with  fifty  pounds  of  powder,  is  not  here  material ;  the  weight  of  the  gun  for  either 
purpose  will  not  vary  to  any  important  degree.  But  in  operations  against  earth- 
works, whose  material  cannot  be  damaged  permanently,  but  only  disturbed, 
aud  which  are  only  to  be  dealt  with  by  keeping  down  their  iire,  a  much  lighter 
projectile  would  be  preferable,  in  order  that  the  practice  may  be  as  rapid  as 
possible.  Hence  a  piece  of  16,000  pounds  for  ten-inch  or  eleven-inch  shot  and 
shell. 

When  a  number  of  Monitors  are  brought  together  it  would  be  better  also  to 
have  guns  of  like  kind  in  each  turret,  and  bring  into  action  whichever  might  be 
preferable.  Each  of  the  Monitors  of  this  squadron  had  a  fifteen-inch  and  a 
smaller  gun,  (eleven-inch  or  eight-inch  rifle,)  and  hence  the  rapidity  of  five, 
which  was  most  desirable,  was  not  attained.  That  this  was  due  to  the  calibre 
of  t!ie  gun,  and  not  to  its  being  located  in  a  turret,  may  be  shown  by  one  notable 
instance. 

November  9,  1863,  the  Montauk,  Captain  Davis,  was  engaged  in  battering 
Sumter.  In, so  doing  the  eleven-inch  gun  fired  twenty-five  sheila  successively 
in  one  hour,  of  which  twenty-oae  hit  the  wall  of  the  fort  aimed  at — distance 
sixteen  hundi-ed  yards.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  one  shell  in  2.4  minutes,  which 
is  not  only  rapid  but  also  exceedingly  accurate  practice.  There  is  no  reason 
why  another  eleven-inch,  if  placed  in  the  adjoining  carriage,  (instead  of  tHe 
fifteen-inch,)  could  not  have  been  fired  in  the  same  time,  at  which  rate  that 
Monitor  would  have  delivered  an  eleven-inch  shell  every  1.3  minute. 
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The  rates  of  fire  repoi'tcd  foi'  the  Ironsides,  by  Captaia  Eowaa,  a 


MoHt  rapid 0.50  25  1.74 

ContmuouB 2.55  490  2.86 

Assmned 1.00  360  1.33 

Monfank l.OO"  35  2.40 

It  will  be  perceived  that  for  a  short  space  of  time  the  frigate  delivered  a  shell 
from  each  gan  in  1.74  minute,  for  three  hours  in  2.86  miuutea,  and  it  is  believed 
that  a  fire  could  be  sustained  at  the  rate  of  1.33  minute.  The  last  rate  is  there- 
fore possible,  but  I  am  sure  it  would  be  difficult  to  sustain  it  long  with  much 
legard  to  good  aim  and  considerable  distances;  and  I  believe,  on  the  whole, 
that  for  every  practical  parpose  there  would  be  all  desirable  rapidity  of  firo  from 
the  eleven-inch  in  turret.  Thus  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  there  will  bo  a^uality 
of  ordnance  power  in  the  same  number  of  eleven-inch  guns  as  to  rapidity  of  fire, 
whether  in  a  turret  or  broadside. 

Draught  of  water. — The  Monitors  of  the  Passaic  class  di-aw  about  eleven  and  a 
half  {llj)  feet  of  water  when  properly  trimmed.  On  this  coast  ten  aud  eleven 
feet  is  the  most  convenient  draught  of  water  for  penetrating  all  the  principal  sounds 
and  rivers  and  navigating  theln  to  any  extent.  A  greater  draught  restricts  a  vessel 
in  movement,  and  in  many  instances  pxcludes  her  from  several  ports,  except 
Bnder  very  favorable  circumstances.  ^ 

Speed. — The  speed  of  the  Monitors  is  not  great,  (seven  knots,)  but  it  is  quite 
respectable  with  a  clean  bottom,  and  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  Ironsides. 
Their  steerage  is  peculiar,  but,  when  undeistood  and  rightly  managed,  not  diffi- 
cult of  conti-ol.  They  pivot  with  celeiity  and  in  leas  space  thswi  almost  any 
other  class  of  vessel. 

Number  of  men. — The  number  of  men  required  to  work  them  and  the  guns  is 
only  eighty,  which  is  very  moderate. 

■^  In  common  with  all  iron-clads,  the  scope  of  vision  is  much  restricted,  for  the 
plain  reason  that  in  such  vessels  apertures  of  any  size  must  be  avoided.  There 
are  some  other  defects,  but  they  ai-e  not  inherent,  and  it  is  believed  are  suscept- 
ible of  being  remedied  wholly  or  in  part.     So  much  for  the  Monitors. 

The  Ironsides  is  a  fine,  powerful  ship.  Her  armor  has  stood  heavy  battering 
very  well,  and  her  bi-oadside  of  seven  elevea-inch  gims  and  one  eight-inch  rifle 
has  always  told  with  sigiwl  effect  when  opened  on  the  enemy.  Draught  of  water 
about  15  J  to  16  feet.  '  Speed  six  to,  seveu  knots,  and  crew  about  four  hundred 
and  forty  men. 

The  defects  of  the  vessel  arc  the  unplated  ends,  whicli  are  consequently  easily 
damaged  by  a  raking  fire,  and  involve  the  rudder  and  screw  more  or  less,  while 
she  can  return  ao  fire  in  either  direction.  Tliis  was  pai'ticularly  and  fiequently 
inconvenient  in  attacking  the  works  on  Morris  island,  for  at  certain  stages  of 
the  tide  vessels  tail  nearly  across  tlie  channel,  and  present  bow  and  stern  to  the 
beach  of  Mon-is  island,  so  that  sometimes  it  was  necessary  to  delay  placing  the 
vessel  in  position,  and  at  others  she  would  swing  around  very  awkwardly  when 
engaged. 

The  Monitors,  on  the  other  hand,  wei'e  almost  eqnaUy  well  defended  on  all 
sidw,  and  could  fire  in  any  direction.  The  Ironsides  was  also  open  to  descend- 
ing shot,  and  her  scope  of  fire  too  much  restricted  by  badly  placed  ports. 

The  desire  for  comparison  which  rages  just  now  can  easily  bo  satisfied  by 
bringing  the  above  data  in  juxtapositjoa. 

Just  as  they  are,  the  Ironsides  is  capable  of  a  more  rapid  and  conceatrated 
fire,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  made  her  guns  more  efibctive  than  the 
fifteen-inch  of  the  Monitors.     On  the  other  hand,  she  was  restricted  by  draught  to 
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the  mid- channel,  was  very  vulnerable  to  a  raking  fire,  and  the  direction  of  her 
own  guns  was  very  limited  laterally. 

The  Monitors  could  operate  in  most  of  the  channels — could  direct  their  fire 
around  the  whole  circle — and  'were  almost  equally  well  defended  on  all  sid^. 

The  defects  in  hoth  classes  of  vessels  are  susceptible  of  being  remedied 
paitially  or  entirely.  The  defence  of  the  Ironsides  could  be  made  complete, 
and  that  of  the  Monitors  equally  so.  The  armament  of  the  Monitors  could  be 
perfected  so  aa  to  give  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire,  but  by  no  contrivance  could 
the  Ironsides  be  enabled  to  use  much  heavier  guns  than  those  mounted. 
Yet  when  such  changes  were  made  as  experience  has  suggested,  there  still  woald 
reiuMn  to  the  Monitors  the  lighter  draught,  choice  of  guns  from  the  heaviest  to  the 
lightest,  defensibility,  and  dii-ection  of  fire  around  the  whole  circle;  consequently 
the  ability  to  caiTy  a  heavy  battery  into  the  least  depth  of  water,  with  equal 
power  of  offence  and  defence  in  any  direction,  and  that  with  half  the  nuinber 
of  guns  carried  in  broadside  by  another  vessel. 

The  comparison  now  made  is  to  be  understood  as  having  relation  to  existing 
circumstances,  and  not  at  all  intended  as  condiiaive  in  regard  to  the  general 
merits  of  iron-clads. 

It  ia  in  this  sense  that  the  action  of  the  Navy  Department  is  to  be  considered 
■with  reference  to  the  selection  of  one  class  of  vessels  over  another. 

It  ia  evident  that  it  was  not  designed  to  adopt  any  one  style  exclusively,  for 
of  the  three  vessels-  firet  ordei'ed  two  were  of  the  ordinary  broadside  class — the 
IronsideB  and  the  Galena,  The  latter  was  quickly  proved  to  be  absolutely 
inefficient,  and  so  must  any  armored  steamer  of  that  size.  It  is  universally 
admitted  that  plates  of  lees  than  four  and  a  half  (4J)  inches  cannot  stand  the 
shock  of  heavy  projectiles,  and  vessels  so  armored  must  be  of  considei'able 


e  the  department  only  intended  to  build  such  i 
adapted  to  the  service  at  the  scene  of  wai-. 

Keeping  in  view  the  pectdiar  exigencies  of  the  case,  which  required  light 
draught  and  great  ordnance  power,  it  appears  that  tlie  selection  of  the  department 
could  not  have  been  more  judicious  in  preferring  a  number  of  Monitors  to  ope- 
rate firom  a  heavy  frigate  as  a  base;  and  if  the  intent  of  the  department  could 
have  been  carried  out  in  regard  to  numbers,  we  should  now  have  been  in  entire 
posseaaion  of  the  coast  from  the  capes  of  Virginia  to  New  Orleans,  including 
Wilmington,  Chai'leston,  Mobile,  &c. 

Many  defects  of  both  classes  are  easily  remediable,  but  some  of  those  in  the 
Monitora  could  only  be  determined  by  the  test  of  battle;  before  that,  approxi- 
mation only  was  possible. 

What  oUier  style  of  vessel  could  the  department  have  chosen?  Certainly 
none  that  has  been  built  by  English  or  French  naval  authorities.  The  Warrior 
and  her  class  are  exceedingly  powerful,  but  could  not  get  within  gunshot  here.* 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  very  httle  navigable  water  on  this  coast  which  is 
not  accessible  to  the  Monitora.  They  command  supremely  all  that  is  near  the 
shore,  and  cannot  themselves  be  reached  by  vessels  of  heavier  di-aught.  So  that 
when  there  was  some  reason  to  apprehend  the  appearance  of  certain  rams  in 
this  quarter,  I  assured  the  department  that  the  iron-clads  could  maintain  position 
BO  long  as  coal  and  provisions  lasted. 

It  may  appeal-  that  I  speak  too  positively  on  the  subject,  but  some  experience 
with  them  certainly  gives  a  right  to  do  ao.  With  a  single  exception  1  have 
been  on  boai'd  a  Monitor  in  all  tlie  principal  actions,  and  the  recurrence  of 

o  According  to  Eaar-Admirat  Paris,  the  ITrench  Gloria  draws  28  feet ;  the  British  Warrior 
28  feet ;  the  Black  Prince  SSJ  feet ;  uvea  those  of  inferior  cliisa,  Defence  and  Resistanco; 
draw  24  feet.  Not  one  of  these  Teasels  couM  cross  the  Charicsfon  bar.  and  would  be 
perfectlv  impotent  to  render  the  least  service  in  any  of  the  operations  now  being  carried  on. 

i.,t 
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cnsiialties  to  the  fleet  captains*  near  me  sliowa  that  I  was  in  a  situation  to  juclge. 
I  was  once  in  the  Ironsides  in  an  attack  on  Moultrie  and  Sumter.  I  have  also 
watched  the  behavior  of  the  Monitors  at  anchor  through  all  the  phases  of  winter 
weather  in  tliis  exposed  situation. 

The  completeness  with  which  four  little  Monitors,  supported  by  an  iron-clad 
fi-igate,  have  closed  this  port,  is  well  worth  noting. 

Very  soon  after  entering  the  roads  I  advanced  one  Monitor  well  up  towards 
the  inner  debouches  of  the  northern  channels,  supported  by  another.  On  the 
night  of  the  19th  of  July  an  English  steamer  attempted  to  run  in,  and  having 
eluded  the  hot  pursuit  of  the  outside  blockade,  no  doubt  indulged  in  the  belief 
that  all  danger  was  past.  But  the  gallant  Captain  Rodgers  was  in  advnnce 
that  night  with  the  Oatskill,  and  a  shell  sent  suddenly  by  him  ahead  of  the 
culprit  fiteamei'  signified  no  escape.  In  despair  or  alarm  the  latter  grounded  on 
a  shoal,  and  her  wreck  has  since  served  as  a  warning  to  like  evil-doers.  Two 
or  three  steamers  that  were  in  managed  to  get  out  immediately  after,  and  one  or 
two  may  have  gotten  in,  for  the  crews  of  the  Monitors  were  often  too  fatigued 
then  with  a  day's  battle  to  keep  watch  at  night;  but  there  ended  the  biiaineaa 
as  auch,  and  for  several  months  not  a  vessel  has  passed  in  or  ont. 

These  four  Monitors,  who  thus  keep  watcli  and  ward,  muster  eight  (8)  guns 
and  three  handred  and  twenty  (320)  men,  which  is  almost  insignificant  iti  con- 
trast with  the  work  done. 

I  have  thus  put  on  paper  the  general  impressions  now  uppermost,  but  .very 
hastily  (ind  under  great  pressure  of  business,  which  will,  I  hope,  excuse  such 
imperfections  as  may  have  inadvertently  occurred. 

With  more  leisuve  I  could  do  full  justice  to  this  interesting  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  DAHLGSEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Wbi.les, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.  . 


Rear-Admiral  Porter's  views  upon  irou-clads. 

No.  40.]  Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  February  16,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  visit  to  Oincianati  to 
examine  the  iron-clads  there,  and  see  what  prospect  there  was  of  gettmg  some 
of  these  vessels  into  immediate  service.         *         *         *         *         *         * 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  tlie  boats  at  Cincinnati  are  not  finished,  aa  I 
am  certain  they  would  accomplish  all  that  can  be  done  hy  Monitors.  No  com- 
plaint, however,  can  be  justly  made  against  the  contractors  for  want  of  activity 
in  the  perfonnance  of  the  work  on  these  boats. 

When  I  visited  Cincinnati  a  little  over  a  year  ago  no  preparations  were  then 
made  to  coiomence  these  vessels.  Now  they  are  in  a  fair  way  of  being  com- 
pleted, and  I  tliink  can  all  he  put  iu  the  water  and  ready  to  operate  against  an 
enemy  by  the  first  of  June, 

When  the  government  do  get  these  boats,  they  may  rest  assured  of  receiving 
as  good  Monitor-built  vessels  as  have  yet  been  contracted  for,  for  though  I  have 
not  seen  many  to  which  I  can  compai-e  them,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  work- 
manship, model,  and  probably  in  speed,  these  vessels  will  he  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  aay  Monitors  yet  built,  at  least  of  those  that  I  have  seen.  I  can 
only  draw  comparison  between  these  and  the  firet  Ericsson  Monitor,  which  I 
was  sent  by  order  of  the  department  to  examine.     I  remember  pron 
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tliat  vessel  "a  perfect  success,"  "aud  capable  of  defeating  anything  that  tbea 
floated,"  I  was  looked  upon  at  that  time  as  something  of  an  enthusiast,  as  my 
opinions  were  widely  at  variance  with  those  of  some  seientifie  gentlemen.  The 
results  have  jnstified  me  in  forming  a  high  estimate  of  the  Monitor  principle, 
and  I  was  pleased  to  see  that  on  ouv  western  waters  we  can  build  them  as  well, 
if  not  better,  than  in  the  workshops  of  the  north.  No  better  proof  is  wanted 
of  the  ability  of  the  west  to  supply  all  demands  of  the  government  for  iron- 
clad vessels  than  is  given  in  those  building  at  Cinciniiati.  The  work  is  perfect 
in  every  respect,  and  put  together  so  well  that  it  maybe  compared  to  joiner's 
work.  The  hulls  aro  as  strong  as  can  possibly  be  desired,  the  speed  will  be 
good,  and  the  only  lault  in  the  v^sels,  if  they  have  any,  is  the  "  overhang"  aft, 
which  is  of  no  consequence  in  a  smooth  sea,  but  must  be  injm-ious  when  the 
Monitors  have  to  go  from  port  to  port. 

The  nearest  to  completion  of  these  Monitors  is  one  of  those  in  the  Gfreeuwood 
building;  she  can  be  launched  in  a  month,  and  I  am  of  opinion,  whea  finished, 
could  commence  at  Cairo,  and  going  down  the  river,  could  destroy  every  vessel 
we  have  on  these  waters,  unless  they  took  advantage  of  their  greater  speed  and 
ran  away.  The  heaviest  and  best  vessel  we  have,  the  Benton,  wonld  stand  a 
poor  chance  against  the  Mooitor  allnded  to.  If  she  failed  to  sink  the  Beaton 
with  shot,  she  could  surely  do  it  with  her  beak  or  ram,  which  is  not  the  least 
formidable  thing  about  her  j  this  is  saying  a  great  deal,  for  the  Benton  is  a  very 
formidable  vessel,  and  since  she  has  been  under  my  command  has  been  struck 
130  times  in  the  hull  without  any  apparent  damage.  Three  of  the  Monitors  at 
Cincinnati  are  oa  the  improved  Ericsson  plan,  while  the  two  Hght-draughts  bttild- 
ing  at  the  Hamilton  "Works  are  to  be  sobmei^d  when  going  into  action.  X  do 
BOt  like  that  .as  well  as  the  Ericsson  model,  as  there  is  more  machinery  about 
them  than  is  desirable;  simpliiiity  of  arrangement  being  the  object  to  be  aimed 
at  in  vessels-of-war.  The  plan  of  these  latter  mentioned  vessels  is  a  good  one, 
provided  their  armor  and  backing  is  strong  enough  to  stand  heavy  shot,  which  I 
think  will  be  the  case  if  they  only  encounter  the  ordinary  rifle  projectile. 

From  the  information  received  from  the  different  ofBcera  I  have  sent  on  duty 
at  various  times  to  the  points  where  these  iron  vessels  are  building,  the  same 
favorable  report  is  made  of  their  efficiency,  and  the  good  work  that  is  being  put 
on  them;  and  in  six  months  we  will  have  a  fleet  of  vessels  that  will  keep  this 
river  against  the  fleets  of  the  world,  and  be  enabled  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
enemy's  quarters  where  there  is  anything  like  an  equality  in  guns.  I  think  too 
much  has  been  expected  of  Monitors  heretofore,  and  the  fact  that  two  or  three 
of  them  were  not  able  to  overcome  obstacles  formidable  enough  to  keep  out  a 
large  fleet  of  three-deckers  has,  in  a  measure,  weakened  the  confideuce  of  the 
public  (who  generally  know  little  or  nothing  about  such  matters)  in  them. 

But  the  Monitors,  for  harbor  defence,  are  just  as  valuable  as  tUey  were  on  the 
day  when  tlie  first  one  drove  the  leviathaa  " Merrimack"  baflk  to  her  hole,  and 
saved  the  hoaor  of  the  nation.  I  am  sni-e  that  Monitoi-s  would  have  done  much 
better  on  this  river  than  the  old  Pook  gunboats  did,  which  were  built  for  tem- 
porary purposes  only,  or  until  Monitors  could  take  their  places.  Earthworks 
on  elevated  positioia  are  dilficult  to  silence,  it  is  true,  except  by  a  concentrated 
fire  of  many  guns,  and  Monitors  are  not  well  provided  in  numbers.  No  vessels 
have  been  more  successful  than  the  Mississippi  gunboats  whenever  they  have 
been  called  on  to  attack  such  works.  Still  they  were  very  deficient  in  one  re- 
spect, as  they  were  very  vulnerable,  suffered  a  good  deal,  aud  proved  that  in  the 
end  the  Monitor  principle,  from  its  invulnerability,  was  tlie  only  thing  that  could 
be  safely  depended  on.  For  this  reason  I  often  wished  tliat  I  had  beea  provided 
with  owe  good  Monitor,  with  which,  at  certain  times,  I  could  have  accomplished 
more  than  with  a  fleet  of  such  boats  as  we  have  here. 

A  new  boat,  the  Ozark,  has  just  arrived  here.  As  far  as  her  turret  is  con- 
cerned she  is  all  right,  but  her  hull  is  too  high  out  of  water,  and  she  lacks 
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Bpeei;  she  can  only  be  considered  one  of  the  temporary  veasela,  and  will  be 
valuable  only  under  an  ordinary  fort. 

The  two  light-draught  Monitore;  Osage  and  Neoaho,  do  very  well  for  light 
■work,  hut  are  not  at  all  auitable  for  rough  wea.ther  or  heavy  service ;  and  I 
wonld  not  recommend  the  building  of  any  more  vessels  of  this  kind.  A  more 
uncomfortable  class  of  vessels  it  is  not  possible  to  thiak  of;  they  are  perfectly 
killing  to  officers  and  men.  The  work  on  them  is  not  as  good  as  that  done  at 
Cincinnati  and  Pittsburg,  but  it  is  quite  creditable  for  first  attempts. 

If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  govei-Qment  to  build  any  more  Monitors,  or, 
indeed,  iron-vessels  of  peculiar  construction,  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend 
that  a  fair  portion  of  patronage  be  given  to  the  western  foundries,  I  believe 
the  work  will  be  done  cheaper  and  better  thau  it  can  be  done  elsewhei-e.  Vessels 
of  any  size  can  be  built  in  any  part  of  these  rivers.  The  senseless  cry  about 
the  want  of  water,  here  or  there,  should  not  be  taken  into  consideration  for  a 
moment,  for  at  low  water  the  whole  Mississippi  is  a  chain  of  sand  bars,  and  no 
place  then  possesses  any  advantage  over  anodier.  There  is  less  water  below 
Cairo  than  there  is  at  Cairo  and  neighborhood,  and  at  dead  low  water  a  boat 
drawing  six  feet  cannot  get  above  Helena,  while,  for  eight  months  in  the  year, 
a  vessel  drawing  ten  feet  could  traverse  .nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  river. 
It  matters  little,  then,  what  point  on  the  river  is  occupied  as  a  building  point; 
proper  encouragement  on  the  part  of  the  government  would  cause  workshops  to 
spring  up  in  all  du'ectiona,  and  government  wonld  have  vessels  built  by  private 
enterprise  cheaper  than  could  be  built  at  government  works  out  here,  which  in 
this  region  wonld  cost  large  outlays  before  they  would  be  ready  to  build  a 
steamei'. 

It  is  astonishing  how  little  these  western  manufacturers  require  to  commence 
operations  with ;  and  while  the  government  ofEcials  would  be  laying  out  the 
yard  to  woi'k  in,  they  woald  have  the  vessel  built. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  useful  infonnation  can  be  gained  by  a  history  of  the 
iron-clada  used  on  this  river,  for  I  presume  and  hope  that  there  is  no  intention 
of  building  any  more  vessels  of  that  class ;  they  were  temporary  expedients, 
and  they  have  done  their  work  weU.  I  do  not  think  it  desirable,  however,  that 
any  more  should  be  built.  No  vessels  have  done  harder  flgbtiag  anywhere ; 
they  have  averaged  twenty-one  hours  each  under  fire  since  they  were  firat  built 
and  put  in  commission.  Some  of  them  have  been  sunk  and  others  badly  cut 
up,  but  they  have  seldom  failed  to  achieve  their  object,  and  have  opened,  or 
helped  to  open,  over  3,600  miles  of  river  once  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Had 
they  been  Monitors,  they  would  have  accomplished  their  work  in  much  less 
time,  as  there  was  never  sufficient  confidence  in  their  abiHty  to  stand  shot,  ex- 
cept when  opposed  to  a  fort  bow  on,  in  which  case  I  know  of  no  fiiilure  oo  their 
part  to  silence  a  battery,  though  they  could  not  always  take  possession.  Had 
they  been  Monitors,  many  things  would  have  been  undertaken  that  were  deemed 
too  hazardous  in  semi-wooden  vessels,  and  many  forts  would  have  been  captured 
or  attacked  successfully  that  were  deemed  impregnable  against  anything  but 
Monitors.  I  can  say,  however,  that  no  backwardness  was  ever  shown  by  the 
commanders  of  the  temporary  gunboats  in  attacking  any  fort  that  was  erected 
on  tlie  river  with  more  or  less  success ;  and  the  reason  why  more  casualties  did 
not  occur  on  boai-d  the  vessels  was  owing  to  their  fighting  bow  on,  and  present- 
ing their  strongest  part.  These  vessels  have  a  wood  backing  on  their  bow  of 
twenty-four  inches  of  oak,  which  is  covered  with  three  inches  of  iron.  I  know 
of  no  instance  where  the  iron  on  the  bow  was  perforated.  Some  of  the  plates 
were  cracked  and  badly  indented,  but  were  always  serviceable  afterwards,  and 
it  was  seldom  thought  necessary  to  repair  them. 

In  connexion  with  this  matter,  I  beg  leave  to  say  tliat  fiom  my  obsei'vation 
the  resistance  of  iron  depends  more  on  the  wooden  backing  than  on  tlie  thickness 
of  the  iron — that  is,  two  inches  of  iron  on  thirty-six  inches  of  oak  will  resist 
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more  tlian  three  inches  of  iron  on  fifteen  inches  of  oak.  I  have,  moreover, 
noticed  that  where  there  is  a  hacking  of  wood  covered  with  three-inch  iron,  and 
that  iron  with  wood  again,  the  resistance  of  the  latter  will  prevent  balls  of  heavy 
size  from  entering  the  iron.  In  fact,  it  is  hardly  indented.  This  was  particu- 
larly demonfltraf«d  in  the  passage  of  the  fleet  past  Viokabui^,  when  it  was 
necessary  to  take  every  precaution  to  inawre  suceesB  and  prevent  injnry  to  the 
steamera.  Heavy  logs,  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  were  hnng  perpendicularly 
on.  the  sides  of  the  vessel  close  together,  and  bo  secured  that  no  snot  could  strike 
the  side  without  passing  tlirough  the  logs.  Bales  of  hay  were  also  packed  over 
the  decks  and  stems  in  sufficient  thickness  (it  was  supposed)  to  prevent  the 
■passage  of  any  shot.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  pressed  hay  was  no  protection  what- 
ever against  shot  or  shell.  They  passed  through  four  or  five  bales,  and  very 
much  endangered  the  vessels  by  setting  the  hay  on  fire.  Wherever  the  pro- 
jectiles of  the  enemy  struck  the  logs,  they  did  no  further  damage ;  tliey  would 
pass  through  the  logs,  strike  the  iron  without  leaving  more  than  an  indentation, 
and  glance  off.  Many  instances  of  narrow  escapes  could  be  mentioned  where 
the  vessels  were  saved,  by  the  intervention  of  the  wood,  and  in  no  instance  were 
tlie  vessels  damaged  where  the  logs  were  properly  placed.  The  incidents  of 
that  night — the  passage  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries — suggested  to  me  the  idea 
of  first  having  a  heavy  backing  of  wood,  then  a  layer  of  iron,  and  then  a  cover- 
ing of  wood  over  the  iron,  which  will,  I  am  convinced,  make  a  vessel  perfectly 
shot-proof.  I  notice  that  the  idea  is  not  an  original  one,  but  has  been  discovered 
and  recommended  by  several  persons.  There  are  two  vessels  in  this  squadron, 
the  Lafayette  and  Choctaw,  which  give  proof  of  the  value  of  heavy  backing  to 
iron.  These  vessels  were  buOt  with  heavy  frames,  covered  on  the  outside  with 
gutta-percha,  and  then  with  a  light  thickness  of  iron.  Wheaever  these  vessels 
have  been  struck  on  the  iron  where  the  wood  backing  was  heavy,  they  resisted 
tlie  shot  of  heaviest  calibre,  but  where  the  backing  was  light  shot  went  in  at 
one  side  and  out  at  the  other.  The  defence  of  gatta-pei-eha  was  not  of  the 
slightest  use ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  detriment,  and  aided  very  much  in  de- 
stroying the  vessels  by  i-ot.  It  is  so  much  extra  weight  that  the  vessels  have 
to  carry,  without  deriving  the  slightest  benefit  from  it.  The  money  that  built 
the  Lafayette  and  Choctaw  would  have  built  three  Monitoi-a  of  such  a  model ; 
that  one  Monitor  would  have  destroyed  both  of  the  first.  I  would  here  state 
that  these  two  vessels  will  only  be  serviceable  for  a  short  time,  as  they  are 
alroiCdy  showing  signs  of  weakness.  They  are  not  very  serviceable,  have  not 
speed  enough,  and  ai'e  too  unwieldy  for  rams,  and  in  some  parts  are  very  vul- 
nerable. They  have,  however,  fine  machinery,  and  when  they  wear  out  it  can 
be  fitted  to  better  hulls.  I  consider  these  vessels  only  as  temporaiy  expedients, 
to  give  way  to  the  Monitor  class  when  there  is  a  sufScient  number  built. 

Another  class  of  vessels  in  this  squadron  deserves  mention,  as  showing  the 
different  expedients  resorted  to  to  open  and  defend  the  Mississippi  river.  I 
allude  to  the  Tuscumbia,  Ohillieothe,  ajid  Indianola,  Two  of  these  have  been 
tried  under  batteries,  and  the  Indianola  in  battle  against  vessels,  and  have 
shown  that  the  Monitor  principle  only  was  the  right  one.  Their  turrets  were 
in  no  instance  found  impenetrable  to  the  heavy  rifled  shot,  and  besides  they 
were  soon  damaged  in  tlieh'  wheels,  which  afforded  fine  targets  for  the  enemy 
to  fire  at.  Still,  two  of  these  vessels  remained  under  fire  as  long  as  any  Mon- 
itors have  been  known  to  remain  at  one  time,  and  if  they  did  not  come  up  to 
the  Monitors  in  invulnerability,  they  accomplished  all  that  was  required  at  the 
time,  viz  :  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  stronghold.  The  builders  never  claimed 
that  they  should  oe  considered  more  than  temporary  expedients  witli  which  to 
harass  the  enemy ;  and  taken  in  that  sense,  they  certainly  may  be  considered  ■ 
very  good  vessels,  and  have  fairly  repaid  all  the  money  spent  on  them,  taking 
into  consideration  the  work  they  have  done. 

As  to  approving  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  styles  of  gunboat  as  part  of 
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a  permanent  ayatem  of  national  defence  to  be  adopted  in  tWa  country,  tliat  I 
cannot  do.  Any  profeaaional  man  who  will  lay  aaide  hia  prejudicea  caused  by 
tlie  discomforta  incident  to  the  Monitora,  mnat  admit  that  as  a  hai-bor  defence 
tbey  ai'e  the  best  and  only  vesaela  to  be  built ;  and  I  hope  we  ahaU  aee  every 
bn.rhoi-  in  the  United  States  where  there  is  a  chance  of  an  eaemy  penetrating, 

^     i  with  two  or  three  of  these  floating  battei-iea.    If  they  have  not  been 

e  to  penetrate  the  harbor  of  Charleaton,  where  fifty  gtma  to  one  was  opposed 
to  them,  and  where  they  had  to  contend  with  obstmctions  placed  in  their  way 
impossible  to  be  removed,  it  in  no  way  deti-acts  from  their  well-earned  reputa- 
tion for  efficiency.  They  have  done  at  Charleston  what  no  other  veasels  ever 
built  could  jtossibly  have  accomplished;  and  though  the  army,  aa  usual  when 
combined  operations  are  carried  on,  has  monopolized  aJI  the  honors,  it  is  a  very 
certain  fact  tliat  the  Monitors  held  their  own  aa  no  other  vessels  could  have 
done,  and  under  their  shelter  the  aimy  was  enabled  to  perform  their  work  suc- 
cessfully. 

I  hope,  sir,  you  will  excuse  the  unreasonable  length  of  this  communication  on 
the  subject  of  the  Monitora ;  hut  I  tnow  their  value  when  properly  used,  have 
felt  the  want  of  them  ao  much  at  times  that  I  wonld  ,have  exchanged  several 
even  of  the  beat  of  my  veasels  for  one  of  them  properly  fitted.  I  have  seen  a 
whole  army  kept  at  bay  for  the  want  of  one  of  these  little  "  shoE-proofs,"  and 
have,  HOW  and  tlien,  been  tempted  to  do  foolish  things  in  hopes  of  accomplishing 
what  I  deemed  impracticable.  The  Cincinnati  was  aunt  when  my  own  judg- 
ment told  me  it  was  wrong  to  place  her  where  I  was  called  upon  to  oi-der  her 
to.  With  a  single  Monitor  results  would  have  been  veiy  different ;  and  on  that 
day,  instead  of  having  a  vessel  sunk,. the  right  wing  of  our  army  would  have 
gained  a  position  commanding  the  most  important  works  in  and  about  Vicka- 
burg.  Vulnerable  as  this  vessel  was,  it  would  not  have  done  for  the  navy  to 
hesitate,  when  the  army  thought  tJiere  was  a  j»-ospect  of  success. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  the  west  may  be  con- 
verted info  a  large  workshop  for  the  building  of  future  Monitora  of  all  siaes. 
I  know  of  no  part  of  the  Union  where  the  work  can  be  done  better  or  qnieker. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Commodore  John  Kodgers's  opinion  of  iron-clads. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  7, 18G4. 

SiEt :  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  in  regard  to  armored  veasels. 
There  are  two  classes  of  iron-clad  vessels-ofrwar  in  use,  in  which  two  dif- 
ferent principles  ai'e  involved;  these  claaaea  have  each  their  peculiar  defects 
and  advantages.     I  refer  to  the  Ironsides  class  and  to  the  Monitor  class. 

In  the  Ironsides  class  the  huU  of  a  wooden  man-of-war,  as  constructed  for 
general  purposes,  is  clad  with  iron.  It  is  true  some  modification  of  shape  and 
increase  of  size  is  required  to  meet  the  additional  weight  which  she  has  to  carry, 
hut  atill,  in  essentials,  she  is  a  vessel  of  the  ordinary  model;  she  has  the  ad- 
vantages of  ample  quarters  for  her  crew,  with  free  access  to  her  decks  in  storms, 
with  natural  ventilation,  with  abundance  of  light,  with  numerous  guns,  giving 
her  a  rapidity  of  fire  unattainable  in  a  Monitor,  and  essential  in  battering  forts ; 
and  she  is  as  able  to  carry  canvas  as  other  men-of-war. 

The  Monitor  class,  as  fai-  as  I  know,  is  new.  If  I  understand  the  idea,  it  is 
to  cut  off  all  the  surface  above  water,  except  thnt  which  may  be  necessary  to 
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flotalion,  and  to  carry  the  guns  iu  a  revolvirg  turret,  ov  turrets,  near  the  centre 
of  mntion,  and  supported  upon  the  keel  and  kelsoca. 

The  plane  upon  which  Mr.  Ericsson  lias  worked  out  this  idea  of  his 
may  be  modified  by  further  experience,  but  the  idea  itself  will  be  employed 
while  iron-clad  vessels  are  used  in  warfare. 

It  has  these  advantages ;  The  Monitor  has  the  least  possible  surface  to  be 
plated,  and,  therefore,  takes  the  least  possible  tonnage  to  float  armor  of  a  given 
thickness,  or  with  a  given,  tonnage  allpws  tlie  greatest  possible  thickness  of 
amiov,  and  conseqaently  the  greatest  possible  impenetrability.  The  ability  to 
carry  armor  is  proportionate  to  the  tonnage;  but  the  Monitors  of  844  tons  nave 
actually  thicker  plating  than  the  Ironsides  of  3,480  tone,  and  than  the  Warrior 
of  6,000  tons,  and  yet  the  Ironaides  and  Warrior  have  only  the  middle  portion 
of  their  hulls  plated,  their  ends  being  merely  of  wood  without  armor. 

The  guns  of  the  Monitors,  near  the  centre  of  motion,  are  supported  upon  the 
keel  and  kelsons,  upborne  by  the  depth  of  water  under  them,  and  carried  by 
the  wliole  strength  of  the  hull.  In  Monitors  heavier  guns  are  therefore  pi'aeti- 
cable  than  can  ever  be  carried  in  broadside  out  upon  tlie  ribs  of  a  ship. 

In  Monitors,  concentration  of  gems  and  armor  is  the  object  sought.  In  them 
the  plating  is  compressed  into  inches  of  elevation,  while  in  the  Ironsides  class 
it  i»  extended  over  feet,  and  the  comparatively  numerous  gnna  distrihuted  over 
the  decks  of  the  Ironsides  class  are  moulded  into  a  tew  larger  ones  in  tlie  turrets 
of  the  Monitoi-s. 

When  power  is  required  in  the  individual  guns,  enough  to  crush  and  pierce 
the  side  of  the  adversary  at  a  single  blow,  the  most  formidable  artilleiy  must  be 
employed,  and  fifteen -inch  guns  are  the  moat  formidable  which,  so  far,  we  have 
tried ;  but  no  vessel  of  the  Ironsides  class  can  cany  these  guns,  and  the  Monitors 
actually  do  carry  them. 

If  target  experimenta  are  reliable,  a  shot  from  tlie  fifteen-inch  gun  will  crush 
in  the  sides  of  any  vessel  of  the  Ironsides  claaa  in  Europe  or  America.  A  single 
well-planted  blow  would  aink  either  the  Warrior,  Glorie,  Magenta,  Minotaur,  or 
Bellei-ophon. 

The  Dictator,  of  3,000  tons,  has  armor  thick  enough,  I  believe,  to  witlistand, 
fifteen-inch  guns. 

The  objections  to  the  Monitor  class,  such  as  I  have  seen  in  use,  are  from 
fewness  of  guns ;  the  lack  of  rapidity  of  fire  in  battering  forts  or  wooden  vessels ; 
the  loss  of  accommodation  from  dispensing  with  the  upper  deck  or  decks ;  the 
greater  nnheaithiness  from  dampness  and  from  confinement  below,  in  even  a 
moderate  seaj  from  the  loss  of  light;  and  from  depending  upon  blowers  driven 
by  steam  for  ventilation. 

The  Monitors  aie  slower  than  their  steam  power  would  seem  to  promise.  In 
all  of  them  the  slip  of  their  screws  is  excessive.  This  I  attribute  to  the  over- 
hang, which,  if  a  source  of  strength  in  action  from  its  use  as  a  ram,  and  from  its 
protecting  the  propeller  and  rudder,  is  a  source  of  weakness  and  sfiain  at  sea. 
The  overhang  has  the  advantage  of  keeping  the  vesael  very  steady.  She  can- 
not roll  with  these  wing-like  projections  holding  up  her  sides,  nor  pitch,  nor 
send  with  the  immense  fiat  anrface  of  the  overhang  to  resist  those  motions ;  but 
as  the  Monitor  is  slower  than  other  vessels  of  like  tonnage  and  power,  it  must 
be  presumed  that  the  difference  of  shape  makes  the  difference  of  speed ;  and  the 
overhang  constitutes  the  sole  difference  of  shape. 

If  ordinary  vessels  can  endure  the  pitching  and  rending  motions,  it  may  be 
inferred  that  the  Monitors  can  endure  mem.  If  ordinary  vessels  can  have  their 
rams  below  water,  so  may  the  Monitors;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  equality  that  the 
rudder  and  propeller  of  the  Monitor  should  be  better  protected  than  those  of  her 
competitors. 

The  Monitor  model  rolls  very  little,  and  is  extremely  easy  in  a  sea-way.     In 

a  gale  of  wind  it  was  found  on  board  the  Monitor  Weehawken  that  while  her 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 38  ,   CiOOqIc 
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companion,  the  wooden  corvette  Iroquoia,  (deemed  a  very  perfect  model,)  had 
an  excessively  violent  motion,  so  violent  indeed  that  no  one  could  stand  upon 
her  decks  without  the  assistance  of  life-lines,  the  Weehawken  had  so  little 
motion  that  a  bottle  of  claret  stood  for  an  hour  upon  its  narrow  base  on  the 
dinner-tahle  in  the  cabin,  when  it  was  pnt  away. 

I  do  not  consider  the  lowneas  of  the  Monitors  in  the  water  a  source  of  unsafe- 
nesB.  They  start  to  sea  with  sufficient  buoyancy,  and,  by  the  consumption  of 
co^  and  proTisions,  they  honriy  grow  lighter.  Any  thing. lighter  than  water  wiU 
float  upon  it,  and  however  deeply  buried,  while  lighter  than  water,  it  must  coma 
to  the  surface;  hut  effectual  means  must  be  used  to  keep  the  vessel  tight,  for 
any  considerable  accumulation  of  water  in  the  hull  will  sink  her,  which  is  true 
also  of  ships  generally. 

The  casemEited  vessels,  such  as  the  Ironsides,  if  not  safer  than  Monitors,  are 
more  comfortable,  and,  therefore,  probably  more  healtliy,  with  greater  facilities 
for  caiTying  canvas  than  the  Monitor  class  seems  to  admit  of. 

To  sum  mp  my  conclusions,  I  think  that  the  Monitor  class  and  the  Ironsides 
class  are  different  weapons,  each  having  ite  peculiar  advantages ;  both  needed 
to  an  iron-clad  navy,  both  needed  in  war;  but  that  when  the  Monitor  class 
measures  its  strength  against  the  Ii'ousides  class,  then,  with  vessels  of  eq^ual 
size,  the  Monitor  claes  will  ovei-power  the  Ironsides  class,  and,  indeed,  a  single 
Monitor  will  capture  many  casemated  vessels  of  no  greater  individual  size  or 
speed ;  and  as  vessels  fitid  their  natural  antagonists  in  vessels,  and  only  their 
exceptional  antagonists  in  forte,  it  must  be  considered  that,  upon  the  whole,  the 
Monitor  principle  contains  the  most  successful  elements  for  plating  vessels  for 
war  purposes. 

I  have  the  hnnnr  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOH^f  RODGEES, 


Hon.  GiUEoN  WiiLLEa, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commodore  United  States  Navy. 


Brigadier  General  Barnard's  opinion  of.  turreted  vessels. 

Headquarters  Chief  ENumBBR  of  Defences, 

Washington,  February  4,  1864, 

Sir  ;  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d,  I  have  to  say  that,  having  occasion 
in  October  last  to  visit  Kew  York  on  business  connected  with  my  former  duties 
there,  and  having  been  for  several  months  serving  as  a  member  of  the  "  per- 
manent commission,"  constituted  by  the  Navy  Department  for  examining  the 
unmerous  projects  and  inventions  pressed  upon  it,  1  felt  it  desirable  to  have  a 
little  more  practical  acquaintance  mth  the  construction  of  onr  iron-elads  than  I 
had,  and  desired  from  the  Secretary  of  War  an  order. 

The  object  of  getting  the  order  was  to  cover  my  expenses  while  doing  a 
public  duty,  and  to  avoid  being  rated  as  on  "  leave  of  absence,"  while  really 
engaged  in  public  duties. 

The  order  I  took  with  me  was  prepared  on  a  memorandum  written  by  the 
Secretary  himself,  and  simply  directed  me  to  proceed  to  New  York  and  inspect 
the  iron-clads.  Subsequently  a  more  fonnal  order  was  made  out  to  inspect  all 
the  iron-clads,  and  to  report  to  the  War  Department.  The  order  tlius  modified 
was  never  seen  by  me  until  my  return.  Believing  it  to  have  arisen  from  a  mere 
misapprehensiou  of  the  original  intent,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  say  why 
I  had  not  executed  it.  Nevertheless,  had  I  been  able,  I  should  have  returned 
and  completed  the  inspection.  As  it  was,  I  was  met  here  by  important  duties. 
Then  by  an  order  placing  rae  on  a  board  for  altering  the  armament  for  the  de- 
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fences  of  Washington;  then  by  au  order  t*  examine  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
&c.,  &c,;  so  that  it  lias  been,  entirely  incompatible  with  my  duties  to  make 
snch  an  inspection  and  stndy  of  onr  iron-elads  as  would  justify  an  official  report 
to  the  War  Department. 

The  information  I  got  was  for  my  own  use,  as  a  member  of  your  coramiBsiou, 
and  as  an  engineer  officer.  I  formed  a  high  opinion  of  armored  and  turreted 
vessels  built  after  Mr,  Ericsson's  designs,  particularly  as  harbor- defence  vessels — 
in  fact,  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  his  plans  furnish  the  beat  solution  of  the 
problem  of  constructing  vessels  for  this  purpose,  I  filao  believed  that  in  the 
Dictator  and  Puritan  we  should  have  vessels  capable  of  encountering  the  heaviest 
seas,  if  not  of  keeping  the  sea  a  long  lime,  and  making  trans- Atlantic  voyages, 
and  that,  from  their  armament  and  slight  exposure  to  an  enemy's  shot,  they 
would  contend  successftilly  with  anything  afloat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yom'  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BAItKARD, 

Brigadier  General. 
G.  V.  Vox.  Esq., 

Assulant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


'  the 

lew 

State  of  Nf.w  Tohk, 
Executive  Department,  Albany,  October  31,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  leneloeeacopy  of  aletterreceivedfrom  the  Hon. Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  17th  September  last,  being  a  reply  to  a  telegraphic 
despatch  to  him.  sent  by  me  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  asking  for  an  iron- 
clad government  steamer  to  be  placed  in  Mew  York  harbor  for  its  defence. 

The  startling  events  wliicli  have  since  oceun-ed  upon  the  ocean,  and  infoma- 
tion  through  the  newspapers  and  private  sources  as  to  the  designs  of  the  rebels 
in  building  and  purchasing  iron-clad  v^sels  in  Europe,  fteely  snow  the  necessity 
for  the  means  of  defence  asked  for. 

The  subject  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  I  therefore  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  renew  my  request,  and  to  make  it  directly  to  you,  not  because  the  Navy 
Depaitment  has  shown  an  indisposition  Ui  act,  but  beoanae  of  the  importance 
of  tbo  measure  to  the  intei'ests  of  the  city  and  State  of  New  York  and  the 
country,  that  if  the  abilities  of  the  Navy  Department  will  not  permit  a  com- 
pliance, your  excellency  will  direct  that  pi-ovision  be  otherwise  made  to  meet 
this  imperative  necessity. 

What  I  desire  is  that  an  armed  iron-clad  steamer  be  sent  to  New  York  to  de- 
fend its  harbor,  and  that  tJie  necessary  order  to  that  end  be  immediately  given 
by  you.  The  people  of  New  York  are  alarmed  already,  but  they  would  be 
niucb  ruore  so  if  the  defenceless  condition  of  that  city  was  more  fully  known  to 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 
His  Excellency  ABRAHAM  Lincoln,  President. 


Navy  Depaktmekt,  September  17,  1862. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegi'aphic  de- 
spatch, dated  Albany,  September  16,  5.30  p.  m.,  suggesting  "that  the  new  iron- 
clad government  steamer  can  be  put  to  no  use  more  important  for  all  interested 
than  by  placing  her  at  once  in  New  York  harbor." 

H=.to=byGoo'^le 
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The  steamer  referred  to  is  probably  tbe  New  Ironsides,  now  at  Philadelphia, 
where  her  presence  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  Governor  Cuvtin.  The 
Galena  and  Monitor  are  guarding  the  entrance  of  the  James  river  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  Merrimac  No  2  Under  these  circumstancea  it  would  seem  to  be 
impossible  to  complj  with  your  request  In  tJiis  eoanexion,  I  desire  to  present 
for  your  consideration  a  lettei  addressed  by  this  department  to  the  chairman  of 
the  House  Naval  C  mmittet!  dated  March  25,  1862;  also,  as  bearing  on  the 
same  subject,  the  lettei  of  Geneial  Totten,  dated  May  10,  1862,  addressed  to 
-the  Secretary  of  Wai  and  eommnnicated  to  the  House. 
I  am,  respectfully    voui  obedient  'servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

SfCTCtary  of  fkc  Navy. 
His  Excellency  E.  D.  Morgan, 

Goverwir  of  the  State  of'  New  YorJi,  Albany. 


Metnorial  frow,  ilie  Committee  of  Boston  Board  of  Trade,  asldng  that  thn  Na- 
hant  Tttay  remain  at  Boston, 

Officb  01'  THE  Board  op  Trade, 

Boston,  November  13,  lfi62. 
SlB:  The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  this  board  on  the  subject  of  "defence 
of  the  harbor,"  appointed  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  have 
ab-eady  more  than  once  asted  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  compara- 
tively defenceless  state  of  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  have  also  to-day  addressed 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  on  this  snbjeet.  In  view  of  tlie  recent  reck- 
less depredations  of  the  piratical  steamer  Alabama,  smd  her  reported  ueai- 
proximity  to  our  bay,  and  also  the  apparently  well  authenticated  fact  recently 
made  public  that  powerful  rams  are  now  partially  constructed  in  England  to  be 
used  by  the  rebels  in  an  attack  on  onr  principal  cities  on  the  northern  coast, 
added  to  an  apprehension  (by  no  means  unfounded)  that  our  country  may  sud- 
denly be  involved  in  a  foreign  war,  it  cannot  be  regarded  strange  that  this  com- 
munity should  be  pervaded  by  deep  solicitude  as  to  the  absence  of  immediate 
means  to  make  any  adequate  defence  against  an  attack  from  either  of  the  sources 
referred  to.  A  public  meeting  on  the  Exchange,  on  thb  subject,  has  been  pro- 
posed, but  discountenanced  by  more  reflecting  minds  as  calculated  to  do  much 
harm  by  advertising  to  the  world  tbe  weakness  of  our  means  of  defence,  and  it 
is  probable-  that  from  similar  considerations  so  little  has  been  published  iu  the 
papers  of  the  day,  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  ap- 
preciate the  motives  which  lead  tbe  undersigned,  respectfully  but  earnestly,  to 
urge  on  your  immediate  consideration  the  importance  of  youi-  co-operation  with 
the  War  Department  in  causing  this  harbor  to  he  completely  foitified  with  the 
least  possible  delay.  The  three  forts,  Warren,  Independence,  and  Wintbrop, 
which  are  designed  to  mount  554  guns,  are  now  ready  to  receive  476  guns.  Only 
153  guns  are  now  actually  mounted,  and  none  of  these  can  be  said  to  be  of  suf- 
ficiently large  calibre  to  make  a  snceessfiil  defence  against  an  armor-plated 
steamship,  especially  il  she  should  attempt  to  enter  the  harbor  through  "Broad 
Sound."  The  works  to  receive  nearly  ail  the  guns — say  about  475 — are  now 
complete,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  tlie  engineer's  department.  It  only  remains 
for  the  requisite  ordnance  to  be  supplied.  Until  this  is  done,  and  even  after- 
wards, this  harbor  cannot  be  s^d  to  be  in  a  proper  state  of  defence  without  a 
floating  battery.  We  are  not  unaware  of  the  embarrassment  which  the  govern- 
ment has  suffered  from  the  limited  means  of  supplying  ordnance  in  its  gi'eat 
emergency,  nor  would  we  make  the  claims  of  Boston  harbor  for  protection  un- 
duly prominent,  but  you  will  pardon  us  if  we  suggest  that,  after  a  war  of  twenty 
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mouths,  the  liarbor  of  the  third  commercial  city  in  the  Union  ought  uo  longer 
to  be  fdlowed  by  its  very  weakness  to  invite  the  aggression  of  a  desperate 
enemy.  It  is  believed  by  practical  men  that  throngli  "BcotuJ  Sound,"  (one  of 
the  two  principal  entrances  to  this  harbor,)  a  reckless  and  daring  piratical  iron- 
clad steamer  might  enter  without  serious  injuiy  and  lay  our  city  under  contribu- 
tion. Apart  from  all  other  considerations,  we  need  only  allude  to  the  moral 
effect  of  Ruch  an  act  on  our  cause  at  home  and  abroatl.  It  is  believed  that  ouv 
statement  aa  to  the  present  actaal  condition  of  the  forts  will  be  found  sub- 
stantiated by  recent  official  reports. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  we  beg  respectfully  to  suggest  that  the  new 
iron-clad  steamer  Nahant,  (of  the  Monitor  class,)  now  nearly  completed  by  Mr. 
Loring,  be  allowed  to  remain  in  this  harbor  for  its  defence,  at  least  until  the 
necessary  guns  are  placed  iu  the  several  fortifications  of  the  harbor  and  the 
pirate  Alabama  haa  been  either  captnred  or  destroyed,  provided  that  such  dia- 
posal  of  the  Nahant  be,  in  any  reasonable  degree,  compatible  with  the  imme- 
diate or  more  important  recjnitementa  of  some  other  branch  of  the  public  service. 
At  this  point  we  need  not  say  that  we  do  not  presume  to  dictate,  although 
we  should  be  derelict  in  oi\r  duty  if  we  omitted  to  present  toyonr  mind  the 
great  importance  of  at  once  placing  this  harbor  iu  a  state  of  defence,  and  the 
deep  solicitude  of  this  board  and  of  the  community  generally  in  reference  to 
this  matter.  May  we  not  hope  that  this  subject  will  receive  the  prompt  action 
that  its  importance  demands. 

We  remain,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

EDWARD  8.  TOBEY, 
F.  W.  LINCOLN,  Jr.. 
W.  T.  GLIDEN", 
0.  0.  WHITMORE, 
THOMAS  ASPINWALL, 
WILLIAM  E.  COFFIN, 
JOSEPH  S.  FAY, 

Coinmiitee, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Leite?-  of  Governor  Morgan  relative  to  defence  of  New  York  harbor. 

State  of  New  York, 
Executive  Department,  Albany,  November  17,  1868. 

Sir  :  On  my  return  from  Washington  I  find  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  to  Eear-Admiral  Paulding,  in  reference  to 
the  anchorage  of  the  school-ship  Savannah. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  refer  to  the  subject  of  our  interview  with. you  iu  reference 
to  the  defences  of  New  York  harbor,  and  to  express  my  gratification  at  its 
result.  I  had  then  just  been  informed  tliat  Hear-Admiral  Paulding  wae  satis- 
fied that  the  Savannah  was  unsuitable  for  the  service  speetiied.  Accordingly 
you  wisely  determined  that  the  Roanoke  should  he  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
rear-admiral  immediately  on  her  completion  as  an  iron-clad.  In  the  mean  time 
you  directed  that  one  of  the  present  iron-elads  he  left  in  the  harbor  until  the 


The  great  importance  of  this  decision  is  shown  by  the  proposed  action  of  the 
municipal  authorities  of  New  York,  who  have  already  taken  some  measures 
fur  raising  a  fund  to  protect  the  harbor  by  private  sabeeripfion. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
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Memorial  from    Committee   of  Boston   Marine    Society,    calling    attention    to 
tlie  defenceless  condition  of  Boston  harbor. 

Boston,  November  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  Boston  Mariae  Society,  have  been 
instructed  to  c&ll  to  yonr  notice  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  harbor  of  Boston, 
and  to  respectfully  solicit  that  official  action  which  shall  place  it  secnro  against 
the  attack,  of  an  encmj. 

Our  citizens  are  deeply  eoneei'ned  on  the  subject,  and  look  to  the  govern- 
ment, who  are  possessed  with  all  the  powera  which  are  requii-od  to  makf  such 
arrangements  as  will  afford  that  protection  which  shall  allay  their  fears  and 
anxieties. 

There  ai'c  obvious  i-easons  in  the  history  and  condition  of  the  city  of  Boston 
which  might  tempt  an  audacious  and  ambitious  foe  to  lay  it  under  contribution, 
or  to  waste  and  deeti'oy  the  property  of  its  people.  The  navy  yard,  the  marine  and 
navy  hospitals,  and  other  pubHc  institutions,  are  so  situated  that  they  almost 
invite  the  assault  of  a  rigorous  foe.  The  applause,  with  which  snch  an  act 
■would  he  hailed  by  the  enemies  of  the  TJniou  in  the  soiithem  States  would  nerve 
the  invader  to  run  the  risk,  while  the  mora!  effect  abroad,  should  it  be  unfor- 
tunately successful,  might  he  disastrous  to  the  cause  in  which  our  country 


A  recent  memoi-ial  to  your  department  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  this  city 
has  so  fully  set  forth  the  facta  in  the  case,  that  it  preclude  the  necessity  of  a 
more  elaborate  detail.  We  heartily  indorse  tlie  appeal  for  a  larger  and  more 
efficient  armament  for  the  forts,  as  well  as  the  suggestion  that  the  Nahaut  may 
remain  in  this  harbor ;  or  if  that  is  not  possible,  that  some  other  irou-clad  vessel 
may  be  permanently  stationed  in  its  waters. 

We  would  also,  in  addition,  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of  having  at 
the  navy  yard,  ftilly  armed  and  eq^uipped,  a  vessel  of  war,  which  should  be 
ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  proceed  to  sea  and  meet  the  foe  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor,  should  pilots  or  homeivard-bound  vessels  give  notice  of  their 
approach. 

Having  thus,  in  obedience  to  the  instmctions  of  the  Marine  Society,  laid  the 
subject  before  you. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

OSBOBN  HOWES 
THOMAS  LAMB. 
F.  W.  LINCOLN,  Je. 
CALEB  CURTIS. 
WILLIAM  BRIIMHALL. 

EOBEBT  B . 

THOMAS  C.  SMITH. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Ike  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 
Telegraiii  from  Governor  Morgan  and  Collector  Barney. 

Nbw  Yoek,  November  20,  1862. 
Wo  respectfully  request  that  the  Passaic  remain  for  the  defence  of  this  harbor 
until  the  Montauk  is  ready  for  that  sei-vice. 


m.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Mr.  Ericsson  on  im/provemmts  in  the  Monitors. 

New  Youk,  January  14,  1863. 
Mv  Dear  Sia ;  As  Mr.  Stimers  has  the  entire  eliarge  of  cariying  out  the  faat 
Monitors,  I  clo  not  see  how  I  can  prepare  the  "mcmorandamof  the  changes  that 
have  been  or  are  to  be  made"  which  you.  desire.  Mr,  Stimers  will  himself,  in  afew 
days,  be  able  to  state  distinctly  the  nature  of  the  changes,  so  tiiat  you  can  give 
the  needed  orders  to  the  contractoj-s. 

Your  important  Buggestiona  regarding  the  constructiou  of  our  iron-clads  have 
been  anticipated,  all  but  the  tpidth  of  the  side-aimor  projection.  The  overhang 
at  the  bow  in  the  swift  Monitors  and  the  big  ships  has  been  done  away  with. 
The  stern  overhang  has  been  i-educed  to  sacE  a  degree  in  the  ships,  as  well  as 
in  the  Monitors  alliided  to,  that  it  barely  affords  the  intended  protection  to  rud- 
der and  propeller,  The  side  armor  I  am  not  willing  to  reduce  at  all,  as  thereon 
depends  our  impreguability.  A  sponeing,  running  out  half  the  width  of  the 
armor  shelf,  I  am  not,  however,  prepared  to  resist,  fithoagh  I  fear  it  will  peimit 
the  big  ships  to  roll,  owing  to  uieir  semi-cylindrical  midship  bodies.  To  meet 
your  wirtbes  I  will,  however,  greatly  reduce  the  projection  of  the  armor  timbers 
at  the  bow — in  other  words,  the  length  of  the  ram.  I  have  been  able  to  do  this 
without  sacrificing  impregnability,  by  aa  expedient  which  I  will  explain,  by 
drawing,  very  soon,  As  to  eti-ength  to  meet  the  upwai-d  straia  under  the  ram 
and  under  the  stern  overhang,  I  beg  of  you  to  have  no  fears.  The  "  warning" 
came  just  in  time — to  a  day,  almost.  The  manner  in  which  the  said  overhang 
of  the  Dictator  is  now  being  secured  is  such,  that  the  entii-e  weight  of  the  ship 
would  not  have  power  enough  to  endanger  the  security  of  the  junction. 

The  Sangamon,  Lehigh,  and  Catskill  are  now  being  made  strong  enough  to 
stand  any  weather. 

1  forwarded  to  you  by  express,  some  days  ago,  one  of  the  sub-marine  per- 
cussion locks,  but  uo  wafers,  aa  Mr.  Stimers  said  he  would  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington almost  immediately  and  show  you  the  affair  in  operation.  A  trial  the 
day  before  yesterday  proved  the  detonating  power  of  the  wafer  too  great    *     * 

I  have  omitted  to  say  that  Lieutenant  Greene,  who  stood  for  two  hours  on 
the  gunwale  of  the  Monitor  holding  on  to  the  rope,  assured  me  that  there  was  no 
strain  or  vibration  produced  by  the  action  of  the  sea  under  this  side  armor,  and 
that  the  vibration  experienced  was  confined  to  the  overhangs  at  the  bow  and 
stern.  Lieutenant  Greene  does  not  think  that  the  armor  was  one  foot  out  of 
water  at  any  time.  In  proof  of  this,  he  states  the  rolling  to  have  been  so  incOQ- 
sidei-able  that  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  during  the  height  of  the  gale,  his  wine  bottle, 
half  full,  standing  on  his  desk  without  support,  had  not  been  displaced.  Lieu- 
tenant Greene  authorizes  mo  to  make  these  statements. 
Youre  ti-uly, 

J.  ERICSSON. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Rear-Admiral  Gregory  relative  to  gutta-percha  life  rqfis. 
No.  IS,]  New  York,  February  2,  1863. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  one  of  the  gutta-percha  life  rafts,  ordered 
by  authority  of  the  department  for  the  Monitors,  was  experimented  upon  at  the 
navy  yard  yeai^rday — very  much  to  the  satisfaetiou  of  all  present.  The  four 
sections  composing  it  were  inflated  in  about  twelve  minutes,  when  about  twenty 
got  on  and  rowed  about  the  stream  with  as  much  facility  as  any  boat  could  have 
■done;  alterwards,  a  crowd  of  pci-soiis  got  on,  to  the  number  of  seventy-five. 
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without  half  immersing  it,  and  it  waa  apparent  that  it  wonld  sustain  any  number 
of  men  that  could  get  upon  it;  its  flexibility  is  such  tliat  no  injury  can  take 
place  from  collisions,  as  ■would  be  the  case  with  any  kind  of  boats,  and  I  con- 
aider  it  a  most  perfect  thing  for  the  purpose  required,  and  am  of  opinion  that  all 
Monitors  should  have  one.  t 

The  one  made  is  twenty-foni  feet  in  length — four  feet  longer  than  tho  plan 
submitted — which  the  maker  estimated  to  cost  about  two  himdred  dollars  a  sec- 
tion ;  from  the  enlai^euient  of  the  size  (which  was  necessary)  and  great  advance 
in  the  price  of  all  the  materials,  he  ehavges  for  the  one  made  $250  a  section,  or 
one  thousand  dollars.  I  have  inquired  very  minutely  into  the  cost  of  materials, 
and  find  they  are  very  costly.  I'he  canvas  has  to  be  made  of  a  grater  width 
than  usually  Hianufactwred,  and  covers  nearly  half  the  charge;  the  other  prin- 
cipal material — gutta-percha — is  also  at  a  very  high  price.  The  expense  o£ 
making  is  considerable,  having  to  be  put  in  ovqns  under  intense  heat,  and  tliough. 
the  charge  may  appear  large,  I  do  not  consider  it  unreasonably  so.  When 
regarding  the  consequences  in  case  of  disaster  to  one  of  the  Monitors,  involving- 
the  Uves  of  the  crew,  any  expense  insuring  safety  would  be  insignificant,  and 
should  not  be  regarded. 

The  one  made  has  been  despatched  to  the  Patapsco ;  the  other  vessels  can  be 
ftjrnished  immeiJiately,  should  it  be  your  pleasure  so  to  dii-ect,  of  yhich  early 
notice  is  desii-able,  in  order  that  no  time  be  lost. 

I  iiave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoiir  most  obedient  servant, 
F  .H.  GREGORY, 
Rear- Admiral,  Supermtendent. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles. 

Secrelary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  G. 


Mr.  Ericsson  in  reference  to  construction  of  the  Monitors. 

New  York,  February  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  examined  with  miich  attention  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of" 
the  Passaic,  Montauk,  and  Weehawken,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
transmit. 

A  very  careful  analysis  of  the  facts  reported  shows  that,  thus  far,  not  the 
slightest  weakness,  yielding,  or  rupture  liaa  been  discovered  in  the  hulls  or  over- 
hangs of  the  three  vessels  which  have  now  been  tried  in  actnal  service. 

Captain  Drayton's  sevei-ai  reports  show  how  necessary  it  is  to  receive  with 
caution  the  statements  made  and  inferences  dr^wn  even  by  experienced  and  ira- 
paitial  seamen  in  relation  to  our  new  system.  Captain  Drayton  reported  to  you, 
Januaiy  1,  that  "the  sea  was  gradually  making  large  openings  through  the 
forward  armor  projection,  through  which  the  water  poured  in  a  lai'ge  stream." 
He  added,  confidently,  "  that  a  few  hours  of  heavy  sea  would  go  far  to  tear  the 
whole  thing  ofi'."  Without  having,  during  the  interval,  lifted  a  hammer  or 
driven  a  rivet,  the  same  officer  reported,  January  SS,  that  although  two  days 
and  one  night  it  "blew  so  very  hard  that  the  Passaic  eonld  not  make  the  light 
vessel,"  yet  "there  was  no  difficulty  in  keeping  her  free  with  the  bilge  pump 
(only  five  inches  in  diameter)  and  one  donkey  pump  working  two  hours  out  of 
every  four." 

Comment  on  the  discrepancy  of  Captain  Drayton's  reports  of  the  1st  and  32d 
of  JaHuary  is  unnecessary.  It  is  important,  however,  to  notice  the  reported 
expedient  of  removing  the  ballast,  which  he  says  "had  most  inconsiderately 
been  placed  inside  the  false  bow."  Captain  Drayton  means  the  ballast  placed 
on  tlie  forward  overhang.  In  a  former  report  Captain  Drayton  described  die 
fearftd  action  of  the  sea  under  this  overhang,  which  tended  to  ''  tear  it  up."" 
The  weight  which  T  had  directed  to  be  stowed  in  the  ovei'hang^to  countei'act 
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this  upwai-d  force  and  prevent  the  projecting  how  from  being  lifted  up,  the  re-  ' 
port  of  January  83  infoi-ms  you,  was,  as  a  necessary  measure  of  "precaution," 
removed.  In  order  that  the  great  stress  laid  oa  the  "  choking  of  the  limbers  " 
may  not  lead  to  the  inference  that  I  had  committed  an  error  of  construction  by 
making  the  keel  cliannel  too  small,  a  full-siaed  drawing  of  this  channel  is  en- 
closed, to  which  I  beg  to  call  yoxir  special  attention.  It  will  be  found  not  only 
ample,  but  probably  the  largest  keel  channel  of  any  iron  ship  afloat.  1  refiuin 
from  detaining  yon  by  noticing  the  iHimeroi:^  minor  difficulties  with  the  Passaic, 
since,  fortunately,  they  have  not  been  diaeovered  in  the  sister  vessels. 

Without  intending  any  disrespect  to  the  commander  of  the  Paasaic,  I  cannot 
abstain  from  calling  your  attention  to  his  singular  custom  of  drawing  on  the 
imagination  in  order  to  show  what  mi^hi  bave  happened  under  certain  contin- 
gencies, and  what  dire  consequences  would  bave  resulted  from  occiUYences  which 
happily  did  not  take  place. 

The  result  of  the  obs^ations  made  by  Captains  Kodgere  and  Worden  are 
stated  with  much  precision,  but  the  opinion  expressed  by  these  officers  that  their 
vessels  are  subjected  to  severe  strain,  is  unsupported  by  practical  evidence.  So 
far,  not  a  rivet  has  started  nor  a  seam  opened;  no  working  has  been  observed 
at  any  point  wiUiin  the  vessel.  The  absence  of  buoyancy  in  heavy  sea,  sup- 
posed by  Captain  Worden  to  be  a  defect,  is  in  reality  a  favorable  featnre.  It 
is  in  heavy  weather  that  ordinary  ships  suffer  most  from  the  excessive  and  vio- 
lent movemeiots  caused  by  the  sudden  rise  and  fall  with  the  sea.  Under  similar 
circumstances  the  Monitor  craft  becomes  partially  immersed  by  the  waves  which 
pass  over  its  decks,  instead  of  violently  tossing  it  up  and  down  during  their  os- 
cillations. Without  disparaging  the  judgment  of  the  two  commanders  last  al- 
luded to,  I  would  suggest  that  their  impression  regarding  great  strain  on  the 
vessel  has  beeo  produced  by  the  strong  sound  which  accompanies  the  lasbirkg 
of  the  sea  against  an  iron  bnl!.  An  observer,  accustomed  only  to  the  light,  dull 
sound  of  a  wooden  vessel,  is  startled  by  the  sharp,  hai'sh  ring  of  the  metallic 
hull,  and  imagines  a  severe  strain  where,-  in  fact,  nothing  but  a  very  natural  and 
baiToless  sound  ocenrs. 

Further  trial  and  observations  may  possibly  develop  new  features,  bnt,  so 
far,  fitct  and  actual  experience  do  not  point  to  the  necessity  of  au  organic  change 
in  the  construction  of  the  Monitor  vessels.  There  is  one  blemish,  however,  which 
all  reports  clearly  establish,  viz.,  the  want  of  tightness  about  the  deck  openings. 
The  omission  of  calking  between  the  deck  plank  and  the  anchor  and  propeller 
weils  has  caused  much  trouble  by  admitting  large  quantities  of  water  to  the 
overhangs  both  fore  and  aft.  The  water  thus  admitted,  in  running  over  the 
corner  of  the  overhang  into  the  body  of  the  vessel,  no  doubt  gave  lise  to  the 
supposition  that  the  junction  had  started.  The  extraordinary  number  of  deck 
lights  introduced  by  the  government  inspector,  in  opposition  to  my  views,  is  a 
iruitftil  source  of  leakage.  The  great  leaks  complained  of  in  the  several  deck 
'  hatches  have  been  the  result  of  a  direct  violation  of  my  instructions.  These 
hatches  are  all  composed  of  wrought-iron  frames  accurately  faced,  having  icon 
hatch  covers  planed  perfectly  ti-ue.  The  joint  between  the  cover  and  frame 
may  be  made  as  pei-fectly  tight  as  that  of  the  cylinder  cover  of  an  engine. 
Uisregard  of  my  instructions,  and  the  adoption  of  the  sailor  expedient,  in  this 
case  improper,  of  calking  from  without,  have  thus  occasioned  the  annoying 
hatch  leaks.  Proper  attention  in  laying  and  cal^ng  the  decks,  snd  a  good 
code  of  instructions,  rigidly  enforced,  directing  how  to  malte  the  joints  of  the 
deck  openings,  permit  me  to  assure  you,  will  infallibly  obviate  the  difficulties 
hitherto  experienced  in  keeping  the  Monitors  free  from  water. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  ERICSSON". 

Hon,  CiDEO.^  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   WasJdngton. 
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Trial  oftlit  Nantucket. 

New  York,  March  4,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  state  tbat  the  Kantucket  an-ived  here  ihia  rooiiiing, 
aad  to  forward  a  letter  fTOoi  Commander  Fairfax,  eneiosiog  one  from  hia  engineer. 
I  have  (with  the  engineer)  visited  and  inspected  the  vessel,  and  measures  have 
already  been  taken  to  remedy  the  defects  reported ;  they  do  not  seem  to  be  of 
such  naagnitnde  as  to  occasion  any  gi-eat  delay — probably  bnt  a  few  days. 

I  have  also  been  on  board  the  Keokuk  this  morning;  the  work  engaged  upon 
has  been  completed,  and  steam  was  being  raised  to  ascertain  the  results. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me,  informally,  that  tbe  first  assistant  engineer  is  too 
ill  to  attend  duty,  and  it  may  be  well  for  the  department  to  make  some  provision 
for  his  relief,  should  it  be  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  icspcctfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
SI.  H.  GREGOKT, 
Rear- Admired,  Super intendmt. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Seirrelary  of  flit  Navy,   Washington. 


Umted  States  Iron-clad  Wantockbt, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  4,  1863. 
8llt:  I  liavo  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Naatuchet  last  night  from 
Provincetowii,  whore  a  southeast  blow  detained  her  over  twenty-four  hours. 
My  telegraph  dated  1st  instant  would  advise  you  of  our  putting  in  thei'e.  Off 
Oape  Cod  found  a  heavy  sweJl  and  some  sea,  suf&eient  to  prove  the  tightness  of 
the  hull,  but  deck  leaks  badly  over  cabin  and  state-rooms,  around  deck  plates; 
the  accompanying  report  of  the  engineer  will  inform  you  tow  satisfactory  the 
oiachiuery  worked.  Off  New  London  broke  the  steering-gear,  and  bad  weather 
apparently  coming  on,  determined  to  keep  the  tug-boat  that  1  might  reach  them 
without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Hie  Navy. 
Forwarded. 


United  States  Ihoh-clad  Steamsh  Nantucket, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  i,  1863. 
Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  the  working  of  the  machinery  of 
this  vessel  during  her  trip  from  Boston  to  this  place  has  been  most  satisfactory. 
The  engines  and  boilers  have  performed  their  various  duties  witliout  causing  any 
extra  trouble  or  anxiety.  The  greatest  number  of  revolutions  made  was  54  per 
minute,  which  was  maintained  but  for  a  short  time  on  account  of  the  boilers 
foaming  badly.  The  vessel,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  examine  her,  is  as 
tight  as  when  she  star-ted.  The  blowing  engines  and  blowers  have  been  running 
steadily,  and  the  ventilation  is  as  perfect  as  could  be  expected. 
I  am,  very  respectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  WHITE, 
2d  Assistant  Engineer  U.  S.  N.,  Senior  Engineer. 
Commander  D.  McN.  Fairfax, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Iron-clad  Steamer  Nantucket.         C~ CiCK}\c 
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Cajitain  Ericsson  upon  speed  and  seateorthincss  of  the  Monitors. 

New  Xoek,  June  15,  1863. 

SiK:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  6th  mstant  in  relation  to  the 
report  of  the  commanders  of  the  Monitor  gunhoata,  dated  North  Edisto,  May  25, 
1863.  I  now  propose  to  submit  a  few  observations  with  reference  to  speed  and 
aeaworthineas  of  thoae  vessels,  and  to  notice  briefly  the  grounds  on  which  they 
have  been  reported  to  be  unfit  for  aea-semce. 

The  asatimed  "liability  to  spring  leak"  rests  on  ttiere  aasertiona.  The 
Paaaaic,  now  on  the  marine  railway  at  Hanter'a  Point,  so  far  from  exhibiting 
aigns  of  atrain  or  leak  at  the  junction  of  the  hull  and  overhang,  the  supposed 
weak  point  of  a  Monitor  craft,  affords  positive  practical  evidence  to  the  contrary. 
Not  a  single  rivet  haa  been  started,  nor  a  single  joint  opened  at  any  point  where 
the  side^armor  ahelf  or  end  projections  join  the  hull.  All  is  finn  and  solid.  It 
seldom  happens  that  erroneous  statements  promulgated  officially  receive  aueh 
positive  contradiction  as  the  actual  state  of  the  Passaic  gives  to  Oaptaiu  Dray- 
ton's report,  dated  January  1,  1863.  "I  found,"  said  the  commander  of  the 
Passaic,  "  that  the  armor  projection  thumping  into  the  sea  was  gradually  making 
large  openings  there,  through  which  the  water  poured  in  a  laige  stream,  and  I 
am  seriously  of  opinion  that  a  few  hoars  of  heavy  sea,  end  on,  would  go  far  to 
rip  the  whole  thing  entirely  off  the  main  body."  The  absurdity  of  this  opinion 
is  rendered  manifest  by  the  perfect  condition  of  the  Passaic's  hnll,  1  have 
shown,  in  a  former  communication,  that  the  ability  of  the  Monitor  vessels  to 
resist  the  strain  to  which  they  are  subjected  ia  a  sea-way  is  by  no  means  a 
subject  beyond  computation,  and  that,  owing  to  their  almost  entire  sabmersion, 
tlie  strain,  even  during  a  gale,  ia  quite  moderate.  The  perfect  state  of  the 
Passaic's  hull,  before  adverted  to,  fumishea  the  beat  evidence  in  support  of  my 
theory. 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  most  experienced  buildera  of  iron  vessels  all  pro- 
nounce the  bulla  of  the  Passaic  class  of  gunboata  to  be  very  strong.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  the  remark  contained  in  the  report  that  the  Monitors  "  have  been 
exaggerated  into  vrasels  capable  of  keeping  the  seas"  is,  to  say  the  least,  un- 
called for. 

The  opinion  so  emphatically  expressed  by  the  commanders  of  the  Monitor 
fleet,  at  North  Edisto,  that  their  vessels  are  incapable  of  making  headway  in  a 
heavy  gale,  even  in  tow  of  a  powerful  steamer,  will  'surprise  all  naval  engineers 
who  are  aware  of  the  engine  power  applied ;  nautical  science  teaches  the  fact 
that  submei'ged  bodies  are  but  little  Effected  by  the  violence  of  a  gale.  The 
frail  i-aft  drifts  unharmed  with  the  sea,  while  the  top-hamper,  the  iron-bound 
masts  of  a  firat-class  ship  are  torn  to  splintei-s.  The  nautical  student  knows 
that  the  actual  progress,  the  onward  movement,  of  the  sea  during  a  gale  is  but 
moderate,  and  he  knows  also  that  at  a  small  depth  below  the  surface  the  water 
ia  atationary,  and  that  still  lower  down  its  motion  is  retrograde  to  the  direction 
of  the  wind. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

J.  EEICSSON. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

'j  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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New  York,  June  27,  18G3, 
Sir  ;  The  iron-clad  steamer  Roanoke  ought  not  to  be  taken  ftom  this  great 
emporium  from  which  you  are  supplied  with  money  and  almost  everything  to 
carry  on  the  war  against  the  rebels.  The  militia,  as  well  as  all  the  troops,  ex- 
cept about  seven  hundred,  are  ordered  elsewhere.  To  take  the  Roanoke  from 
this  city,  at  the  present  moment,  will  produce  a  very  great  excitement  among  all 
classes — friends  as  well  as  foes. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major  General, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  I^avy. 


Mayor  Opdykc  desii 


!  ike  Roanoke  to 

[ld«gmm.l 


New  York,  June  27, : 
Sib  ;  I  leara  from  General  Wool  tlmt  so  large  a  share  of  the  troops  g 
ing  the  fortifications  of  this  hai'boi  have  been  forwarded  to  the  seat  of  ^ 
that  they  cannot  be  relied  on  to  pieventthe  approach  ofanned  vessels.  I  must 
therefore  ask  that  the  Ro'wioke  be  left  in  oar  harbor  nntil  the  city  can  devise 
other  means  of  securing  its  'safety  fiom  a  naval  attack  which  its  importance 
to  the  nation  imppiiousl>  dcmindi      Please  so  instruct  Admiral  Paulding. 

GEORGE  OPDYKE,  Mayor. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegrsim  1 

New  Yokk,  June  27,.  1863. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles  :  Tour  communication  of  the  S6th  received.     I  ear- 
lestly  request  that  the  order  for  the  Roanoke  to  leave  this  port  be  counter- 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 


General  Wool  urges  the  retention  of  the  Roanoke. 

New  Yokk,  June  28,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  telegraphed  you  last  night  in  relation  to  the  retention  in  this  port  of 
the  iron-clad  steamer- Roanoke,  In  reply,  yoa  say  that  your  orders  in  relation 
tfl  her  future  disposition  cannot  b  revoked.  I  regret  to  learn  this,  for  since 
then  I  have  examined  the  navy  yard.  There  is,  save  the  Roanoke,  no  vessel 
that  will  be  fit  for  service  under  some  ten  days.  I  again  repeat  that  this  great 
emporium,  frtan  which  both  army  and  navy  receive  their  supplies  as  well  as 
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pay,  nnght  not  to  be  left  without  means  of  defeace.  The  voluuteera  and  militia 
of  this  city  are  heing  sent  to  Pennsylt-ania  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  that  State. 
We  shall  be  at  the  laei-ey  of  any  pi'ivateev  that  may  thick  pi'oper  to  assail  this 
city.  Tlie  temptation  is  indeed  great,  foi  the  want  of  men  to  man  the  guns  in 
the  forts  of  the  harhor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  i-eapectfully,  ytrnr  obedient  servant, 
JOHN"  E.  WOOL, 

Major  General. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

iSecretary  of  the  Navy,  Waskhigton. 

P.  8. — I  waa  accompanied  in  my  visit  to  the   navy  yard,  by  ex-Governov 
Morgan,  now  United  States  senator. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major  General. 


healc  in  the 

New  Yokk,  December  13,  1863.. 

Sir:  Having  been  furnished  with  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  report  made  by 
Local  Inspector  Thomas  with  reference  to  the  Sangamon,  I  have  respectfully  to 
protest  against  his  proposed  application  of  tum-buekles  for  securing  the  plank- 
shear.  It  woiild  be  very  ohjectiouahle  to  make  an  attachment  between  the  bOge 
of  the  vessel  and  the  wood  work,  under  all  cireumstanees.  In  the  present  instance 
no  necessity  exists  for  such  an  expedient.  Bolts  passed  through  the  plank-aheai' 
and  screwed  up  by  means  of  nuts  tinder  lugs  attached  to  the  frames,  as  shown  at  C 
on  the  enclosed  drawing,  will  effectually  remedy  the  difficulty  with  the  Sanga- 
mon's plank- shear. 

Assuming  that  yon  may  see  fit  to  order  my  suggestions  to  be  carried  out,  I 
have  furnished  Mr.  Betts  with  plans,  and  instructed  him  to  proceed  to  Philadel- 
phia to  communicate  my  views  to  Inspector  Thomas. 

I  cannot  omit,  on  this  occasion,  to  impress  the  department  with  the  necessity 
of  ordering  the  commanders  of  the  Monitor  class  not  to  load  their  vessels  so  deep 
as  to  bring  the  top  angle  iron  of  the  hull  under  the  watei-line.  The  wood  work 
above  this  angle  iron,  varying  from  7  to  9  inches  in  the  several  classes,  can  nevei- 
be  made  so  tight  as  to  keep  the  water  out  under  the  constant  pressure  caused  fay 
overloading.  The  alternating  pressure  resalting  from  the  action  in  a  sea-way, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  of  no  moment.  The  ballast  at  the  bow  originally  put  into 
the  Saogamoa  has  been  removed,  in  consequence  of  which  the  stem  is  so  deep 
with  full  complement  of  coal  in,  as  to  bring  the  top  angle  iron  of  the  hull  under 
water. 

The  enclosed  drawing  shows  the  manner  of  holding  down  the  plank-shear  of 
the  large  ships  and  the  Tecumseh  class,  by  means  of  bolts  basaing  through  plank- 
shear  and  top  angle  iron  of  the  hull.  This  expedient  will  effectually  prevent  the 
difficulty  now  complained  of  la  the  Sangamon. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EKIGSSON. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washmgton. 
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Philadklphia,  December  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order,  1  tavc,  in  concert  with  Mr.  Betts,  examiued 
into  the  cause  of  the  leak  in.  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Sangamoa,  and 
find  that  amidships  or  abreast  the  coal-hunkers  the  gunwale  of  the  vessel  and 
the  plank-shear  have  separated,  thus  allowing  the  water  to  Qavf  iuto  the  vessel, 
Mr.  Betta  and  myself  have  decided,  as  the  best  plan  for  remedying  this,  to  put 
1^-inch  bolts,  running  from  the  top  of  the  deck  plating  throngh  the  plank-shear 
and  provided  turn-hnckles,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  separated  parts  to ; 
the  lower  ends  of  the  bolts  to  be  fastened  to  a  gusset-piece  riveted  to  the  frames 
at  the  bilge  with  a  piece  of  angle  iron,  the  same  size  as  the  frame  angle  iron  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  gasaet-pieces  ;■  after  the  bolts  are  in  place  and  screwed  up 
the  seams  between  the  gunwale  and  plank-shear  may  be  calked  with  oakuui. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  remove  the  coal  from  the  bunkers. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  K.  THOMAS, 
hocal  Inspector  of  Iron-dai  Steamers. 
C.  K.  Stubbing,  U.  S.  N. 

GoTrniiandant  PMJad'elphia  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


[Icdoiscd,] 
I  fully  concur  with  the  within  report. 


CHARLES  T.  BETTS, 
Superintendent  Ship  Puritan. 
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WASHl^QTON,  D.  C,  May  1,  1861. 

My  Dea'r  Sir  :  I  sincerely  regret  that  the  failure  of  the  late  attempt  to  pro- 
vision Fort  Sumter  should  he  the  eource  of  any  annoyance  to  you.  The  prac- 
ticability of  your  plan  was  uot,  in  fact,  brought  to  test.  By  reason  of  a  gale, 
well  known  in  advance  to  be  possible  and  not  impvobahle,  tlie  tugs,  an  essential 
part  of  the  plan,  never  reached  the  ground,  while  by  an  accident,  for  which  you 
were  in  no  wise  responsible,  and  possibly  J  to  some  extent  was,  you  were  de- 
prived of  a  war  vessel  with  her  men,  which  you  deemed  of  gi'eat  importance  to 
the  enterprise. 

I  most  cheerfully  and  truly  declare  that  the  failure  of  the  undertaking  has 
not  lowered  you  a  particle,  while  the  qualities  you  developed  in  the  effort  have 
greatly  heightened  you  in  my  estimation.  For  a  daring  and  dangerous  enter- 
prise of  a  similar  character  you  would,  to-day,  be  the  man,  of  all  my  acquaint- 
ances, whom  I  would  select.  You  and  I  both  anticipated  that  the  cause  of  the 
country  would  be  advanced  by  milking  the  attempt  to  provision  Fort  Sumter 
even  if  it  should  fail,  and  it  is  no  small  consolation  now  to  feel  that  our  antici- 
pation is  justified  by  the  result. 
Very  truly  your  friend, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Captain  G.  V.  Fox. 


NaVV  Dt;PAHTMENT, 

December  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  My  letter  to  you  under  date  of  the  4th  ultimo  was  accompanied  with 
the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  department  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  containing,  amongst  other  papers,  copies  of  orders  under  which  he 
acted  in  reference  to  a  proposition  he  made  to  provision  Fort  Sumter. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  forms  an 
important  connexion  with  those  papers,  and  is  therefore  furnished  to  you. 
Very  respectfuOy, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy 
Eear-Admiral  8.  F.  DjiPont, 

Wilmington,  Delaware. 
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